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Hallelujah!

Alice Clements sings “Rejoice Greatly, O Daughter of Zion”

L Handel’s Messiah by the Middle Tennessee Choral Society and the MTSU Conces

Honors college saves ‘Collage

By Erica Rodefer school
Campus News Editor Fhats ool to be-a loma
the l‘\ll"lt, ition world as
The student-produced creative maga Rt

zine will resume publication unde: '
the guidance of the University
Honors College beginning
next semester.
Administrators can
celled ((JH&I(\'('. for
merly part of stu
dent publications,
in July along with
the MTSU year
book, Midlander
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the Honors College,” said board positions. The maga
Phillip Mathis, dean of the - rine will still be
Honors College. “And then will

pro\‘lde an outlet for a number of students

to get their work out and seen bv others, and
that it will give a number of other students te

Appoint

completely stu
dent-run, and the advisory board
ontent, Mathis saic

will not control the

See Collage, 2
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Murfreesboro, Tenn

Grant funds

new preschool

By Matt Anderson
Staff Writer

A $100.000 federal appropri
ation passed by Congress will
allow  Murfreesboro  City
Schools to open a new pre-
S ll«"‘] C |.l\\ln\vnlA

I'he appropriation, secured
by Rep. Bart Gordon, was part
ol the Omnibus Appropriations
bill passed Nov. 20. The bill now
awaits the president’s signature
to become law

It's well understood now
that the earlier children start
learn, the
better off they're going to be in
later vears,

getting prepared to

Gordon said.
We do have children on our

waiting list,” Murfreesboro City

Schools Director Martha Mathis
said in a press release. “This new
funding source will help us
serve those 4-year-olds with the
greatest need.”

“We are absolutely delighted
with being able to open another
presc hool classroom.”

Murfreesboro City Schools is
currently looking for a site to
house the new class, according
Martha Worley, coordinator of
instructional support.

Currently, there are 231 chil-
dren enrolled in Murfreesboro’s
preschool programs. Worley
said the new class would add
about 20 students.

See Preschool, 3
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Appalachia.  In this movi

professor travels into the mou
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tams as a Kind of \»

she discovers the local culture 1s

ication

rich with traditional Scottish
balladry
In Song Catchier, the protag
onist 1s a protessor of what we
today would call ethnomusico
i

ogy, meaning that she studu

music and the culture that sur

rounds that music. Her primary

ollection

area of study s the
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D C o x
made the
move from
Sidelines’
old office
in the
James
Union
Building
to thei
new office in the John Bragg
Mass Communications building

Hall

a smooth one,
Rawls.

according to

“Jason has performed mar
\'C]nll\ly and has gUIdCd the
newspaper through some neces-
sary adjustments and reloca
tions that have made the paper
far better,” Rawls said. “The
news coverage under Jason'’s
stewardship has been terrific.”

In addition to a new editor and
a new office, the business staff
structure has been revamped to
include full-time accounts and
advertising managers.

We will finally be complete
ly moved into our new news-
room in the Mass Comm build
ing within two weeks,” Rawls
said. “"With our new advertising
manager Jeri Lamb and our new
accounts manager Eveon Corl,
even better prospects lie ahead.”

In addition to her tenure as
nanaging editor, Hall was news

fitor for two semesters and a

plays role in movies

{ study of balladry,” Deshane

d

Deshane pointed out that
Song Catcher could be viewed as
i accurate representation of
what a folklorist in the 1920s
might have experienced.

He said 1t 1s true that the
purest examples of traditional
vallads would be found in such

backwoods” area because the
population consists of mainly
Scottish, Irish and English
mmigrants who have had little
or no contact with the outside
\\"l](f‘

Another point brought out
in the

movie, according to

Deshane, 1s that the locals™ lack
of understanding of the impor
tance of the ballads

Frequently those who folk
lorists study cannot understand
why we are so interested in fid

{le music or religious rituals or

See Film
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Collage: Increased
distribution expected

Continued from |

Amy Foster, acting editor in
chief of the magazine when it
was cancelled this summer, has

been named the editor in chief

for the spring semester.

“It was really great of [the
Honors College| to stick their
necks out there for us,” Foster
said.

“We want it to be another lit-
tle window by which the outside
world sees the Honors College,”
Mathis said. “It sort of goes into

a bigger mosaic or puzzle of

how we're trying to provide new
ways in which people who con-
tact the Honors College can see
the Honors College.”

All members of the editorial
staff will be required to hold at
least a 3.0 grade point average.
However, any student may sub-
mit content for publication
consideration. All students are
limited to three entries each.

“There will be a greater
Honors College imprint on it
than there has been in the past,
Mathis said.

The staff will be comprised
of volunteer
positions had been paid when

\\’(H'L\CI'\. wher c

Collage was part of student pub
lications.

“It will be people doing 1t out
of the love in their hearts

Mathis said. “We want

tain it as high quality

o mam
dS "\\l\s.'\ (3

1ISS1D¢

with as low a cost as p

Foster said she doesn’t think
the newly acquired require-
ments and lack of monetary
compensation for staff mem-
bers will have much effect on
the amount of student interest.

“I have not actually put out a
[release] saying ‘Hey, we're hir-
ing’ yet, but I've already got four
or five people that are interest-
ed,” Foster said.

Foster expects the honors
college faculty to help recruit
students to work with the mag-
azine.

Collage should fit in well in
the honors college’s overall
agenda, according to Mathis.

“The Honors College is a
place where we value scholar-
ship and creativity probably
more than most other academic
units, and this is a journal that
has historically dealt with cre
ativity and scholarship in the
literary and artistic fields,” he
said.

Collage will be a good com
plement to the electronic jour
nal in the College of Basic and
Applied
which is already associated with
the honors mllcgc. Mathis said.

“We had
mathematic

Sciences, Scientia,

an outlet for the
and scientific kind
of things for the honors stu
didn’t have ai

itlet for the more artsy and lit

dents, but we

\

erary type students Viatl

said. @

Film: Pop Culture
evident on screen

Continued from |

a simple quilt or a salt box
house.”

Deshane also said that those
studying folklore can become
too involved with their subjects
and disrupt their lives by intro-
ducing new money into a fragile
economic situation, becoming
emotionally involved with indi-
viduals, or exposing them to
things from the outside world
they may never have experi-
enced otherwise.

“Sometimes the imposition
of an outsider’s ideas or com-
ments can upset a delicate bal-
ance that is already in existence
and can create inadvertent con-
sequences,” Deshane said.

Urban Legend follows stu-
dents enrolled in a folklore class
begin to see the stories they are
studying occur in real life. He

said this movie is an example of

ostensive folklore.

“In cases in which life is sup-
posedly imitating folklore, we
call it ostensive folklore,” he

said

Deshane saic
Legend contains
that can be in folklore
Motifs that are present include
the “slasher” and the punish-
ment of young people for being
less than chaste.

In Candyman the characters
are also students, as in Urban
Legends, but this time they are
graduate students collecting
information on  students’
knowledge of local folklore.

Deshane said Candyman is
another example of ostensive
folklore, because the Candyman
of legend comes to life and ter-
rorizes the public.

Deshane closed with the
point that a major part of study-
ing folklore is how it affects
people.

The stories may not be true,
Deshane said, but after hearing
a legend about a man hiding in
the back seat of a car, one might
still be more likely to check
before getting into the driver’s
seat. @
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Attention all MTSU Students!!!

This certificate entitles you to a 10% Discount on all
Repairs/maintenance (w/student ID)
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Photo by Mitch Cholerton | Staff Photographer

Siegenthaler Chair Bill Kovach, nationally acclaimed journalist, sits in the Siegenthaler chair presented to
him at his official farewell ceremony in the Mass Comm building yesterday.
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State Republicans
hope to get control
of committees

By Matt Gouras
Associated Press Writer

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — State
Senate Republicans are offering
Democrat Lt. Gov. John Wilder
an uncontested selection as
speaker in return for a majority
on all committees.

The Republicans, at a
Tuesday meeting to pick leaders,
also promised to use their first-
ever elected majority in the state
Senate to push the House, con-
trolled by Democrats, on such
issues as abortion and gay mar-
riage.

Republicans won a 17-16
majority in the state Senate on
Nov. 2, but Wilder appears to
have the votes to retain his posi-
tion as Senate speaker with at
least two Republicans backing
him for the job.

The Republican majority is
the first in the Senate since
Reconstruction.

Sen. Ron Ramsey, R
Blountville, elected as majority
leader, said Republicans will
push Wilder to give the GOP a
majority on all committees, not
just most committees. Senate
Republicans gave their leaders
the go-ahead to negotiate with
Wilder until Jan. 10 for better
positions in the Senate

“The only recourse we have
is to run up a Republican as
speaker,” Ramsey said

Wilder has promised that he
will be fair and recognize the
gains Republicans made in the
el(‘(tl(\n‘ but continue to run the
Senate in a “fair” and bipartisan
way. He has not promised the
Republicans a majority on all
committees.

Most expect Wilder to con-
tinue his practice of giving the
minority party a prorata share
of Senate committee chairman-
ships — a concession given to
Republicans since 1986.

Republican leaders said the

party continues to try to con-
vince two of its own to back off
from their support of Wilder
and get a Republican running
the Senate.

“Until the votes are counted,
I don't think there’s any sure
thing,” said Sen. Jeff Miller, R-
Nashville.

Wilder, 83, has held the post
since 1971 and has a reputation
for being fair with the GOP.
That’s why Sen. Tim Burchett,
R-Knoxville, and Sen. Curtis
Person, R-Memphis, have said
they will vote for Wilder as
speaker.

Ramsey said Republican sup-
porters don’t understand why
the GOP can’t use its majority
to take control of the speaker’s
seat. But he said the party won't
lash out at Republicans who
back Wilder.

“We won't punish anybody
he said. "You don’t govern by
fear, you govern by persuasive
ness.”

Ramsey said the 17

Senate will be

voles i
the L‘HUU}!])
Ihﬂllgh to Pll\h \\lu\ll Issues
such as constitutional controls
on abortion and bans on gay
”h“lld\k‘,(“

“There are certain 1ssues that
| feel very confident that
wont
those
issues,” Ramsey said
elected on that i
that in our heart

something that

ulﬂ]plnﬂll\g on nd
mostly are the soda

compromise

Republican leaders said there
will be many times they will
have to compromise with

Democrats, who run the House
and hold the governor’s office.
But Ramsey said they will “con-
trast the conservative
Republican agenda with the lib-
eral Democratic agenda, and
we're going to clash heads a few
times.” @

Preschool: Program
could go statewide

Continued from |

“That depends on what sort
of grants we get,” Worley said.

The system would prefer to
find a classroom in an existing
school, Worley said, because a
classroom at a new site would be
much more expensive.

Gordon said he would like to
see preschool programs like
Murfreesboro’s go statewide. He
said Gov. Phil Bredesen has
made preschool a priority, and
Gordon would like to see
Murfreesboro as one of the pilot
programs once the state makes
that step.

“It’s inevitable that as it can
be funded, on a statewide basis,
it will go to a pre-K to help stu-
dents,” Gordon said.

He added that funding pre-
school programs would a choice
of “pay me now or pay me later.”

“By getting children ready to
learn early, they’re going to do a
better job whether it’s in the
fifth grade, eighth grade, high
school or college.”

It's something Gordon has
seen first hand. His daughter,
Peyton, is currently enrolled in
preschool.

“You can just see the
improvement that she receives,”
Gordon said. “I have no doubt
that it’s going to better prepare
her for kindergarten and her
academic career.”

“We cannot afford to shirk
our responsibilities to our chil-
dren,” Gordon said. “Teaching
our children the skills they need
in today’s dynamic workforce is
hard work and takes resources,
but the end result pays big divi-
dends to our communities and
families.” @
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Student Success
Workshops

Improving your Memory
Tues., November 16
1:00 - 1:30 p.m. OR
Thurs., November 18
5:00 - 5:30 p.m.
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This seminar will help
- students learn a variety
.. of techniques for
- improving your memaory,
a vital skill for college

success.

Call 898-5989 to reserve a place at a session of your
choice. The workshops will be held in KUC 320.

SIDELINES ® Wednesday, December |,2004 ¢ 3

From the Associated Press

Momphis . »

Tennessee Weather — Wednesday’s Highs

Thursday

49° A
30°

53° A
31°

44

Monday

McWherter not interested in being mediator

NASHVILLI [enn

Former Go Ned ‘.L\\il('lll'!
savs he s not interested

Mlicial

TennCar

in being
mediator o the
negotiations between
he current governor and advo
cates for enrollees of the h
program
Phil
onth announced he intended
to end the $7.8 billion TennCas
program and return to trad
tional Medicaid to control soar
ing costs he blamed on court
rulings won by the Tennessee
Justice Center, led by attorney
Gordon Bonnyman.
Eliminating TennCare would
leave 430,000 uninsured and

disabled people without health

’ N
Gov Bredc

coverage and might reduce ben-
efits for another 900,000.
Bredesen has once rejected
advocates' offer to drup some
legal challenges, saying he needs
them to sign off on the com-
plete reform package. A federal
~-',l’:;ik'~?\'t'; \h\\‘h('l'(ﬂ' -
) the
care program
the

¢ Iwo }‘.ll'l 1S

LI g

created

mediate

fennCare and

tried to bro

McWherter id WTVF-TV
in a report aired Monday mgh[
that he hasn’t been contacted

about being a mediator. But if
he is, he's not ',‘IL“‘JIL’J to take
an active role n resolving the
Nonetheless, he

Issue believes

the program can be saved.

‘I remain hopeful that
Governor Bredesen and the
Tennessee Justice group with
Mr. Bonnyman can work this
out and resolve this issue that
will be favorable to the citizens
of our state, especially those that
need health care," McWherter
said.

Neither  Bredesen  nor
McWherter could be reached
for further comment Tuesday.

But Bonnyman said he's
grateful for the role McWherter
"has already played in getting
things to the point that we're
now talking."

"I understand his reluctance
to be involved as a formal medi-
ator,” Bonnyman said Tuesday.
"Hopefully it won't be neces-

sary, but if we get to a sticking
point in the future, hopefully
both parties can still call on him
for help as needed.”

Last week, the same federal
judge allowed a prominent local
civil rights attorney to intervene
in the TennCare legal wran-
gling.

George Barrett, who believes
he can help with the negotia-
tions, told U.S. District Judge
John Nixon he has a history of
bringing closure to contentious
litigation involving lengthy civil
rights and labor disputes.

Barrett and the Sundquist
administration agreed in 2001
to a compromise to end a 34-
year desegregation case against
Tennessee's higher education
system. @

Semester abroad: students mull degree overseas

By Justin Pope
AP Education Writer
For some, it's about the
adventure of an extended stay at
a foreign university. For others,
it's about saving money, or just
getting farther away from home.
Whatever the reason, as they
send out their college applica-
tions, attending school outside
the United States is an option
more high students
appear to be considering.
Foreign universities are urging
them on, smoothing the logis
tics and riding the U.S. college
fair circuit to talk up

school

their
opportunities and often lower
price tags.

No overall statistics are avail
able, but the number of US
students pursuing degrees in
some popular destination coun
tries 1s growing:

In Canada, the number of
American undergraduates and
graduate students has more
than doubled 1997 to
about 6,000.

In Great Britain, the number
of full-time American unde:
grads is up 53 percent since
2001 to about 2,300.

About 1,600 Americans are
pursuing undergraduate
degrees in Australia; the growth
rate isn’t available, but the over
all number of Americans pursu
ing some form of study there
rose 10 percent last year.

“We feel it's a) high quality,
b) good value and ¢) it's going
to give the students a very dif-
ferent educational experience,”

singce

Do you

Attorney-at-Law
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_E-mail: QueenerlLaw

‘by the Tenn. Comm. on Continui
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dent for international affairs at
th‘

VICE presi-

Association of Universities

and Colleges of Canada.

While roughly 175,000 stu
dents at American universities
go abroad for a limited stay
nine tumes out ot 10 tor a
semester or less — applicants see

enrolling full time as a chance
for a richer experience

I don't think I'm

g£0imng to
miss out,” said Susan Schell, a
high  school  senior  from
Birmingham, Ala., who is apply
unversities n

England. She hopes to work in

ing to several
Europe, and thinks attending
\n”("\!c there will h&'][‘. [o her, an
American college wouldn’t be

all that different from high
\&h(‘l)l

It seems to me, talking to
people that live in Europe, that
there’s a different aura,” she

The pace of living there is
so beautiful.
Sinead Keegan

\.H\i

from Boston

and now in her final vear at
McGill University in Montreal,
said she has gained a degree of
independence socially and
academically she wouldn’t

have gotten in the United States

It doesn’'t suit l-,.[,!n.\ig
but I think I'm better prepared
to head out into the il worle
than I‘U'Pl(' who have had the

hands held all along } \

McGill has tripled its enroll
ment of American undergradu
ates to more than 1,800 in less
than a decade. Recruiters visit
150 U.S. high schools and col
lege fairs each year, according to

Need:
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Tontini, the school’s
recruiting director.

Many foreign schools are
making the application process
is easier — often they consider
the same materials, like SAT
scores and high school tran-
scripts, that American colleges
require. Many guidance coun-
selors say they encourage stu-
dents to explore the option.

“We probably would get
behind that, depending on the
depending on the
major,” said Tom Hughart,
guidance director at Wellesley
High School in Massachusetts,
who has noticed
stepped-up  recruiting by
Scottish universities. “Someone
who wants to teach English lit-
erature, going over to Trinity
(College) in Dublin would
make a lot of sense.”

But college abroad isn’t for
everyone.

Students may come to regret

Howard

person,

sdvs hc‘

missing out on quintessential
American college experiences
outside the classroom, like foot-
ball Saturdays or the “Greek” life
of fraternities and sororities.
They may discover that foreign
universities don’t offer the same
resources as generally wealthier

! and students
planning to return to the United
tates risk missing out on career

works and pipelines.

Gunnar Olson, Schell’s guid-
counselor at Indian
Springs School near
Birmingham, said some of his
students who initially expressed
imterest this fall in going abroad

prompted by disappointment
with the results of the U.S. pres-

rcdn ones,

ance
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idential election — have since
reconsidered. Even Schell said
she may return after a year.

Jennifer Shields, a graduate
of the University of St. Andrews
in Scotland and co-author of
the book “Study Away: The
Unauthorized Guide to College
Abroad,” strongly recommends
a campus visit to a foreign uni-
versity.

“If you're completely in cul-
ture shock for a week, maybe it’s
not the best decision for four
years,” she said.

Shields said St. Andrews — a
popular destination with nearly
700 American undergraduates
pursuing degrees — was the right
decision for her. It exposed her
to a wider variety of experi-
ences, and was less expensive
than her American options.

That is sometimes the case,
and in England, undergraduate
degrees can be completed in
three years. But buyer beware:
Foreign  universities  often
charge international students
several times more than domes-
tic ones (hence the aggressive
recruiting). More importantly,
Americans may have better
access to financial aid at home.

But for Keegan, who also
considered an American college,
McGill was too good a deal to
pass up. The top tuition rate is
about $12,600 in U.S. dollars
and Americans compete in the
same pool as domestic students
for merit aid.

“For me, the final decision
was | liked two schools equally,
and one of them was quarter of
the price and that was McGill,”
she said. @
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More pre-K funding

needed in Tennessee

More preschools are needed to get the U.S edu-
cation system back on track. A $100,000 grant for
a new preschool for Murfreesboro City Schools is

a step in the right direction.

Studies have shown that the earlier children
start learning, the better they perform as they

progress through the school system.

Some parents are able to provide preschool
education on their own. Other parents, particular

ly poor or single parents, tend to have a harder
time preparing their children for school. This is
where government-funded preschools can step in

and make a difference.

The government can be parents, but they can

help parents who know they need assistance.

This program is being closely

successful, the program could go statewide

Hopetully, our state legislators will see the value

in pre-Kindergarten education and provide

necessary funding to expand the program

MOontored

| It

the

It we don't find some way to fund the program

from state or tederal cotters

continue to fall further behind in education.

It 1s obvious the statc

annot afford this

Iennessee will likely
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ew taxes aren’t cure-all for state

The issue of additional tax rev-
enue has once again reared its ugly
head.

Sunday’s Tennessean gave front-
page coverage to the preliminary
findings of the 19 member Tax
Structure Study Commission, a
body of citizens charged with
examining Tennessee’s tax system
and suggesting changes.

It comes as no surprise that the

commission members — all of
whom were not opposed to a
statewide income tax - found

lennessee’s taxation system lacking
and in need of an overhaul.

Ot thei
include implementation of new

course, suggestions

taxes notably a statewide

most

vehicle fee and

property tax,
come tax
Having spent |8 years as a resi-
t of Virginia, I'm quite familiar
ese methods of taxation and
k thev will only affect the
ch and fa think again.
Because most of us arent aftect

'.11';’;!‘[1‘ }‘Iu;‘cl-

According to Whom?

Juanita Thouin
Staff Columnist

yard — which basically meant vehi-
cles, recreational items, business
equipment and farm equipment.
You may have heard about this
tax in the news. It was nicknamed
the car tax and Gov. Jim Gilmore
won an election by promising to

climinate it.

While he did reduce it, he and
the legislature didn’t eliminate it.
They said they couldn’t afford to.

The next tax being touted by the
commission is the vehicle fee. This
tax requires every taxpayer to pay a
flat vehicle that
requires a license plate. In Virginia,

fec on every
tax officials enforced compliance
by requiring you to display a stick-
er on your front windshield - a

to recoup sales tax revenue lost to
Internet sales.

The problem with an income tax
is that it does not adjust to boons
or busts in the economy as well as a
sales tax, nor does it allow families
to rein in expenses when need be.

Most importantly though, it does
not catch any of the income made
“under the table” - money made by
illegal aliens, prostitutes, drug
lords, illegal gamblers and a host of
other income-tax-dodging individ-
uals.

While it’s difficult to know just
how big that figure is, a March 2004
Internal Revenue Service report on
anti-money laundering estimates,
nationally, there were more than
300,000 potential non tax filers
with $22 billion in currency trans-
action activity for the 2002 tax year.

It stands to reason then,
Tennesseans contributed to that
figure. And I venture to say the
amount Tennesseans contributed
easily negates what the state of
Tennessee doesn’t collect from
Internet sales or from border coun-

and personal property tax.

By moving to Tennessee, we
saved slightly more than $1,000 in
taxes our first year here.

Lest you think we just didn’t buy
as much stuff in Tennessee as in
Virginia, our family’s expenses
were actually way above normal
because we'd built a new house.

So, was life better in Virginia
than in Tennessee? | can honestly
say, ‘no.”

Schools in Tennessee are as good
as those in Virginia (with the
exception of MTSU’s antiquated
science building). Roads are better
in Tennessee than in Virginia. The
police and rescue personnel are as
responsive. My electricity works.
My water is clean. My sewer pipes
flush away the “you-know-what.”
The list goes on.

When Gov. Phil Bredesen came
into office he sliced the budget,
forcing the state to live within its
means. Amazingly, the sky didn’t
fall in. In fact, we had a surplus.

Adding more taxes will not bring
better services. Nor will it force

sticker you could only get by paying
the vehicle fee.

Then, of

mnacting an

t}

ties.

is the
Promoters of this tax

course, there
income tax will
to reduce the sales tax.

come tax will pro
tor those
states with
the bur

W the state

I'he state will continue to suffer economically to think of property tax
IS @ rest repeated failures to adequately fund However the
educatio 1 pre-K to higher education State constitution does
obs fereducated are becoming fewer | t 10 tax
ind turth tween, We are doing a disser . Th Heome tas
ve don't prepare them ! a1
) |
(8] (8] \‘El\ 1 1]
¢ neyv ¢t o colic
1 1 ! '
A thon ¢arty on R ( \ |
it the bottom a ‘
d at th O (
anvthing they could
funding these prograi
- . . on the streets or in the
O be cheap. 1hea ternative 1s not pro
g and producing a mass of undereducat
who are cither going to be unemplo

L'H\l‘l("\ ed in low wage jobs.

Funding pre-K education is another

in reforming the Tennessee public education sys

tem. @

NCCCsSsSary

I don't normally approve of recreational
drug use, but I do believe that marijuana
should be legalized, at least for medical

purposes. This is something our country

TR

The world is listening:
Red Cross needs to speak

L A1LOT

has argued over for decades. | feel that we're
making a mockery of this argument.

I'm baffled at the media coverage of the
h("dring on ]Cg‘dh/lng or l‘lll‘.l\\'l]l}l marijud
The Chief Justice of the

na. Supremc

Court, William Rehnquist, will not be pres

In a report leaked to
New York Trmes ves
terdav, the International
Committee ot the
Cross accused the United

tf’h
Red

4

States of using lHk'H'\‘:&.l-

tion tactics al
Guantanamo Bav, Cuba
that it said were “tanta- |

Matthew Adair
(’/‘.’l.’l‘ ns /‘1/4’.’1 "

ent due to thyroid cancer. My point is that
his

because his mind is made up on the matter

presence doesn’t matter anvway
being the strict, conservative that he is

even if he is briefed on the hearings from
his bed. The media is already throwing out
replacement options if Rehnquist dies. It’s

kind of embarrassing.

mount to torture.”

This is a particularly serious accusation to level at
any nation, but what makes it all the more explosive is
the fact that, normally, media like The New York Times
wouldn’t have their hands on such information from

the Red Cross.

I'he Red Cross operates under a vow of confiden-
tiality, where the results of inspections of detainment
facilities like the Guantanamo Bay base are revealed
only to the government operating the prison. A
spokeswoman for the Red Cross in Geneva said that
this principle of confidentiality “is the best way to

improve conditions for detainees.”

I wish I could share the optimism of the Red Cross,
but I can’t help but disagree with their reasoning.

The media is one of the most powerful communi-
cations tools humanity has. In a matter of hours, a
story that breaks in one corner of the world can spread
to every television, every radio, every newspaper and

every Web browser for anyone to see.

When people see things that fire up their emotions,
they do something. If they see something they care
about, they take action. They make phone calls, they
write letters, they rant about it at every .opportunity
they have where someone might be listening.

The entire world is now carrying the story of what
the Red Cross said it saw down in the United States’s
little military enclave in Cuba. People are reading the
story this very moment and are very likely making
their voices heard loud and clear on the issue. Surely,
someone in Washington, D.C. is listening, if only that.

This 1s hardly a black and white issue, and the Red
Cross should always use its better judgement to decide
what it should and should not say in order to best serve

the interests of the people it means to protect.

But it should speak up and be heard. After all, the

whole world is listening. @

Matthew Adair is a sophomore art education major

and can be reached at matt.adair@gmail.com.

The slaughter of U.S. ideals continues
with the media’s videos of a woman, Angel
Raich, who has a brain tumor and can bare-
ly move. In the video, she is pleading for the
federal legalization of medical marijuana
Her husband claims that marijuana is the
reason his wife has not yvet withered away
it eases the pain and increases her appetite
Raich claimed that she would continuc
smoking even if the drug became outlawed
through federal legislation.

Eleven states have left it up to physicians
to diagnose and treat certain painful symp
toms with marijuana. However, even thos
physicians have to grow it themselves or
even obtain it illegally, according a 1
article in the Portland Press Herald

Let’s look at this problem from ai
nomic perspective. Do you know
much tax money is lost preventing the
of marijuana and the resulting lost potes
tial tax revenues? People will smoke mari

juana anyway, even if they have to obtain it
from unknown sources (this includes the
physicians who buy it for their patients),
where it could possibly be laced with some
thing dangerous. The money used to buy
this drug goes to untraceable recipients, We
had the same problem with prohibition in
the early 1900s.

If marijuana was controlled, like tobacco
~ except not as readily available — then we
could track what is going on, bring in tax
revenue and try to think of the best options
we could have to make marijuana “safer.”

It's almost over.
Shout hooray. (But not yet.

Middle Tennessee

State University
1301 East Main Street
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Murfreesboro, TN 37132
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Please, give pot a chance

On The Rocks

Sure, other more “heavy” drugs would be
around, but then we could concentrate on
drug education, instead of fighting back
and forth.

The tobacco business is a really good
the Master

Agreement legislation was passed in the late

example. Once Settlement

1990s, smoking has been on a sharp
decline, even among high school kids. This
legislation banned advertising towards chil-
dren and used the monev from tobacco
taxes to fund educational programs about
smoking. It's been about six yvears and the
difference is tremendous. | feel that a simi
lar result could be achieved with marijuana.

Many of vou may not know, but there are
several legal herbs and natural stimulants
that leave you with a “high.” Valerian Root,
for example, acts as a tranquilizer, which
was heavily prescribed in London during
the Blitzkricg cra. Either young adults sim-

ply don't know or it's just old news, because

you can just get it at any health food store
without a problem. It's not cool anymore.
SO what happens it marjuana was l(’gd"
Viavbe people would move on to other,
| rd tting drugs. Anv person, espe
1! Id, will get into something they
i 1IrioL 1bout
) T ] t 1 SOCICHY alter
| 0es take village to rai y child
to educa ¢ u )
\iik'\‘\‘. wdy h it be forthe 1 abo
honest. Mavbe 1t Vera
boredom, or perhaj
t1l1'.(' d person
of addiction. In my opimnio O
thing not even worth fightu ibout. We

have much more important issues to worry
about, such as education, Americas stary

ing population and finishing this war. @

Klara Nizki is a junior business major and
can be reached at knizki@aol.com.
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Four years before moving from
Virginia to Tennessee, I started
using a computer program to man-
age household expenses. This got
me in the habit of saving receipts —
no matter how small.

With this data in hand, after our
first full year of living in Tennessee,
I compared sales tax expenses in
the two states. Then I added in
what we paid in Virginia income

government to live within its
means.

Instead, it will encourage law-
makers to spend, spend, spend.
Remember, politicians get elected
by bringing home the bacon - tax
structure study or no tax structure

ﬁtudy. ¢
Juanita Thouin is a senior jour-

nalism major and can be reached at
It3e@mtsu.edu.

Departing anchors
signal old media’s end

News anchors at 1

Common Sense

the major net-

works are drop-

ping like flies. Tom
Brokaw is stepping
down at NBC and

Randall Thomason
Staff Colummist

Dan Rather has
resigned from his ~
post at the CBS

news desk.

Brokaw and Rather represent two of the final stones in
the old media’s foundation that has been rapidly crumbling
over the last 15 years. I believe the biggest reason there has
been such hoopla over the Brokaw and Rather resignations
is that people know that the glory days of network news are
in the past.

As | digested Thanksgiving leftovers Friday night, | com-
mented to my dad while watching an NBC special about
Brokaw that my generation wouldn’t be celebrating big net-
work newscasters. Instead, we will bid the warmest farewells
to people like Fox News anchor Shepard Smith, Internet
dynamo Matt Drudge and yes, even those much loved radio
talk show hosts.

So what happened to the giants of network evening
news? There are a lot of theories out there, probably most
with some merit to them. One thought is that today’s young
people don't have any interest in the news.

[ readily dismiss this one. Just because we don’t watch
Brokaw, Jennings or Rather doesn’t mean we don’t get our
news. The saturation of the news media gives consumers an
abundance of choices and most of us undoubtedly turn to
the internet or cable news to find out the day’s events.

The days when America placed all of its trust in one man
such as Walter Cronkite are long over (thank goodness).
Much of the viewers the big networks still have are of the
Cronkite generation, as evidenced by the litany of commer-
cials appealing to older Americans that run during the
evening news. Other than the saturated market, I think the
most likely reason for the demise of the networks is that
Americans have simply lost faith in the networks’ credibili-

\ Gallup poll taken in September shows that 55 percent
f Americans have little or no confidence in the truthful-
ess of the mass media. A Gallup poll taken in 1976 found
only 26 percent of the polling sample with similar attitudes.
he growing distrust of the media has led to the boom-
ing popularity of opinions-based programming. Talk radio
and various cable television programs have elevated opin-
ion-based shows into the mainstream.

T'he likes of Rush Limbaugh were laughed at 15 years ago,
but now Limbaugh’s show and others like it hold incredible
power and influence. It all started when Americans began
to feel like they couldn’t trust supposedly objective news
sources. Consumers flocked in droves to shows where the
hosts made no attempt at being objective. They presented
their opinions out in the open and allowed them to be dis-
sected by their audience, who in turn respected them for
being up front about their intentions.

It has been a refreshing return to the roots of U.S. media.
In colonial times and early in our national history, media
(almost entirely newspapers at the time) outlets were decid-
edly biased and made no attempt to hide the fact.

The trend shows no real signs of slowing down, as cable
television shows such as “Crossfire,” “Hannity and Colmes,”
“Hardball” and “The O'Reilly Factor” have proven enor-
mously successful in addition to Internet blogs.

The hubbub surrounding Rather and Brokaw's depar-
tures really isn’t really celebrating their careers, but rather
culogizing a dying segment of American media that once
held unchallenged supremacy. @

Randall Thomason s a juntor mass communications major

and can be reached at rthomason@rarderrepublicans.com,




I IVING

Murfreesboro, Tenn.

Wednesday, December |, 2004

uniform

New Army Combat Uniform increases
versatility, functionality while creating

a more sophisticated,

By Ryan Smith
Staff Writer

With hundreds of thousands of troops
to Iraq and Afghanistan over the
Army has sought to

deploved
- years, the
update its technology for the unique chal-
soldiers have seen in these harsh

nact three
‘,.l\ 1Ired

example of the new digi-

Follown g 1he

zed camouflage pattern of the Marine
Corps uniforms, the Army has redesigned its
battle-dre mniform, removing the color
black. while using colors that would make the

battle-ready look

will make us even more combat effective.”

Though soldiers have tested the uniform
in Iraq already, the Army will formally intro-
duce the design in April 2005. After this time,
enlisted soldiers on active duty as well as
reservists and National Guard soldiers will be
issued the uniforms, while officers will have
to pay for them at their own expense.

Cpl. Todd Pruden, an Army reservist from
Smyrna, Tenn., says the uniform will be more
versatile and functional.

SIDELINES ¢ 5

“Having just one uniform for deploy-
ments makes it easier on the soldiers,”

design mnctonal
desert environments
According to the An
ve Oftice, there have De

ide to the current unifor:

mplemented 25 years ag

armor, as well.

The material

The new

William Wright of the

Tenn.

20 new improvements.

MTSU and Tennessee join
to improve foster system

New agency to train future social workers

By Tabitha Turner
Staff Writer

Every year MTSU sends out dozens of gradu-
ates who will go on to work in the field of social
services. These men and women long to make a
difference in lives of both children and adults.

MTSU is teaming up with the
Tennessee to provide these graduates with a train-
ing center that would enable them to be better at
their future jobs in the Department of Children’s
Services.

RL'\L'HII\
which is the largest in the university’s history,
MTSU is to provide the principal management
behind the DCS Child Welfare
Iraining Center.

I'he training center’s executive director will be
Stacey Borasky, who is an assistant professor of
social work at MTSU, and is to be guided by a 13
member university board that will consist of both
private and public representatives from universi-

awarded a $16 million contract,

Tennessee

ties across Tennessee.

“It's good how the entire state
involved in this and how our school is in the mid
dle of it,” said Jennifer Ralph, a sophomore and
human sciences major.

The formal announcement of this project was
given at the University’s Alumni Center on Oct. 7.
Among that day’s speakers was Alesha Gresham,
an MTSU graduate and an employee of the
Exchange Club Family Center, which is a child
abuse prevention agency.

Gresham shared her story at the event about
being raised with her brothers and sisters in a

IS getting

home where there were drugs and alcohol prob-
Gresham was removed

12 by

lems, as well as abuse.
from that
Department of Children’s Services and placed in
foster care, separating her from her siblings. She
knows firsthand just how important the system is
to a lot of people.

With the help of her husband, Gresham took

home at age Tennessee’s

state of

in her brother’s daughter, who was born witl
cocaine in her system, hoping to end the genera

tions of abuse in her family. Recently, they bot!

gained custody of her 18-year-old niece. She stat

ed what good things could come from DCS
involvement in this project and how the depart

ment can be improved by the training that will be
provided.

Another speaker was the new commissioner of
DCS, Viola P. Miller. All parties, such as those in
pre-service, in-service, undergraduate and gradu
ate of the agency will receive training, she said

The new training center will also entail teach-
ing DCS social workers and case managers, as well
as providing local courses for personnel by way of
regional offices.

Miller went on to say it is her hope that in four
to six years everyone in a management position at
DCS will hold a master’s degree, primarily in
social work. She also said that within the next five
to seven years, no one who has not completed at
least two courses teaching social workers what to
do in the public child welfare system, as well as
two semester-long internships will be hired by the
DCS.

“It will mean new and better standards for all
of us who want to go into the social work field,
and that will also mean more work, but I think it’s
worth it,” said Emily Ling, a junior and human
sciences major. “I think it will bring a lot more
people into our major and that’s good because we
need more people.”

The Tennessee Social Work Education
Consortium chose MTSU for the honor of over-
seeing the DCS’ training after a 9-2 vote. The con-
tract was officially put into motion on Oct. 1 and
will last for approximately the next five years.

“Maybe now, with the state getting involved,
everyone will see just how important the social
work profession is,” said Ryan Johannason, a
sophomore human sciences major and foster

child. &

voodland,

'he uniform redesign is intendex
omfortably with the newer body
soldiers are now wearing overseas

The bottom Pngl\cl\ were removed a 1T
pl.lu‘d on the shoulder sleeves,
diers access when wearing the armor. The
collar was designed to prevent chating by the  the

Insignia on the uniform will be attached n
with Velcro, intended to save soldiers money  Command
spent on having patches sewn on.
is wrinkle-free,
boots are similar to the current desert boot
design, which does not require polishing.
uniforms will cost
about $30 more than the current design

“It seems futuristic and pretty versatile,
for either jungle or desert use. It makes sense M-
that instead of having two sets [of uniforms|, jor
we can have one and save money,”
101st
Division at Fort Campbell in Clarksville,

Pruden says. He returned from a deployment

urban and

1O 2IVe S«

$88 a set,

to Iraq in April.

Plus it looks sharp,” he added. “It will be

I ntorn

Army 1s

riries

\ ¢ XMS, which is used to designate a
weapons including a baseline car-
irpshooter, ultra-small compact car-
nd an automatic rifle,

el DIN¢

Heckler & Koch
and the that LiL'\l‘tLHC\i the
XM8’s lightweight

would make
1€ Army s current

said PF(
Airborne

1 good recruiting tool, just like the Marine
1 was for them.”
also testing a new weapon,

nded to replace the M-16 and M-4 car-

\-'.tiln‘.'\ In various environments iu(h as

Alaskan tundra, the jungle in Panama
and the harsh desert in Arizona, according to
' my’s Training and

weapon,

the rifle

use.

has been tested

Doctrine

the gun
claims that the
accuracy
a candidate to replace

design and

weapon sy stems.
Soldiers who have tested the weapon have
wltcn found it to be more

accurate than the

 and M- 16 rifles. However, it is up to sen-
Army leadership to decide whether to
implement the dcsxy,n.
If the XM8 is chosen by the Army, it could

wind up in the hands of soldiers by next year.
“Also, having one universal uniform ¢

Photos courtesy of Army News Service

5.

Campus

Sgt. Ist Class Jeff Myhre, the Program Executive Office NCOIC, sports the
Army Combat Uniform, the recently approved wear for soldiers. It contains

It seems futuristic and
pretty versatile, for
either jungle or desert

It makes sense that

instead of having two
sets [of uniforms], we
can have one and save
manufacturer ROney. Also, having one
universal uniform will

make us even more
combat effecttve

“\b

PFC William Wright
101st Airborne Division
Fort Campbell
Clarksville, Tenn.

Spothght
The Advertising Club

By Matthew Rich

“'.'A"'l'.

find people in a socia

discussing all ti

and developing
could be usetul in the tut
The Ad Club,
the Nashville Advertisi
Federation (NAF), is for stu
dents with a major or minor i1
advertising who are looking to
bridge the gap from college to
the workplace. Members inter-
act outside of the classroom
with students who are on the
same career paths as they are,
and look to build early contacts
with potential future colleagues.
“I think it’s important for a
student to network and now is a
good opportunity with the Ad
Club,” says Erica Hagy, the
President of Ad Club. There are
several speakers and a few out-
of-school trips that club mem-
bers can participate in to get
insider tips from professionals.
“I joined the Ad Club to get
know more about the ad
industry in general and being in
a club always helps on a
resume,” says Bryan Kemp,
Officer of Promotion and
Special Events. "As you start to
get into your major, you get
more curious about what goes

1 Memoben

|
in the

business you are pur-
N mber, members went
NAF’s annual Bus Tour.
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. they
i veral agencies and
th many ;‘lulex‘\lnndls

il aspects of advertising.
Bohan,
Designs, Hi-Fi
Fusion and McQuiddy Printing.
| spoke to the vice-president
of Bohan, a place I would like to
work, and discussed what

ney went {o

Locomotion

employers look for in terms of

internships and  graduate
school,” Hagy says. “Speaking
with such people could make
for very good contacts in the
future.”

Two speakers have come to
meetings this semester to talk
about different areas in adver-
tising. Mark Caldwell, a 1992
MTSU graduate, is the regional
owner of TradeBank. Caldwell
talked about how TradeBank
works, pay memberships and
trade dollars.

The other speaker, Carol
Fletcher, also a MTSU graduate,
is the first advertising major to
be on the John Bragg Building
of Mass Communication’s Wall
of Fame. She is now Vice-
President of Media Planning at
Buntin Group. Her previous
work was with Leo Burnett,

where she worked on many suc-
cessful campaigns such as Kraft
and Blue Cross Blue Shield. She
talked about the importance of
graduate school and unexpected
advertising. And the importance
of thinking of alternative means
to get the message out there.

Listening to Kemp, members
can learn that to network your-
self is very important. Once
they graduate they will all have
almost the same qualifications
and they have to show that they
are hungry to work and that
they are capable of getting the
work done. All the speakers this
semester have been eager to give
out any information that mem-
bers may be seeking.

They give you their business
card and leave an open invita-
tion to call them for future
internships or if you just need
some advice.

Don Parente is an advisor for
the Ad Club and teaches the
Survey of Advertising class. He
had three reasons that advertis-
ing students should join the Ad
Club: You get a different per-
spective of the advertising busi-
ness than in class, it is a good
way to interact with people in
your major and members
obtain professional contacts.

Being in clubs is something
employers look for on resumes.
“It shows that you participate in
professional activities, most
people in advertising are mem-
bers of a lot of organizations.
They understand the power and
knowledge that comes with it
says professor Parente.

There are around 60 mem-
bers in the Ad Club. They meet
once a month, about every three
to four weeks. The da\ they
meet changes, so they can
appeal to the diverse schedules
of its members. It costs $12 ¢

join and that applies for both
semesters. ¢
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Smith lures Gray back into action

Coach asks senior to return in order to help in backcourt

By Jon Leffew
Asst. Sports Editor

Middle Tennessee women’s
basketball coach Stephany Smith
announced the return of Ciara
Gray to the team on Tuesday.

Gray, who had decided to
forgo her senior season due to
persistent injuries, had been with
the team in a managerial role.

She had been assisting with
the Lady Raider Rascal Club and
organizing the team’s ball girls.

"I believe this was an extreme-
ly selfless act on Ciara's part,"
Smith told MT Media Relations
at the time.

"She made the decision she
felt was best not only for herself,

but for the program and her
teammates as well. "

However, Smith and her staff

found the team missed the
defensive ability of Gray, who
along with MT graduate assis
tant Keisha McClinic formed an
excellent defensive backcourt
last year.

“Losing Keisha to graduation
and then Ciara really hurt us,’
Smith said."We were missing
someone in the backcourt who
was more cerebral and had
experience and knew the plays

Gray, who was
selection during her senior st
son at LaVergne High Schod
was noted as one «

best defensive players despit

nagging injuries throughout her
first three years.

She played the entire second
half of the 2002 SBC champi-
onship game, holding Western
Kentucky's Leslie Logsdon to
one point after scoring 30 in the
first half.

Gray enjoyed a great junior
campaign before suffering a sea-
son-ending  injury  against
Florida International on Feb. 7.

She had I‘]J\l'li in 22 of the
team’s games, starting nine and
weraging 5.4 points and 2.2
ebounds per game
Raiders will

likely

S presence, as

ne Lady

neht from Gray
+] "

am currently averages only

teals and one block per game

“1 approached Ciara on
Monday and told her we needed
her on the court,” Smith said.

“Clara told me she would love
to and today was her first offi-
cial practice as a player and she
looked great.”

Gray will join fellow senior
Patrice Holmes in the back-
court, and should provide valu-
able leadership to the team’s
nine underclassmen.

The team will continue play
on Thursday at Georgia State to
take on the Lady Panthers. ¢

File Photo
Lady Raider senior Ciara
Gray averaged 5.4 points
in 22 games last season.

MT defense stifles Belmont

Blue Raiders hold

Bruins to lowest
three-point total
as D-I member

By Katy Hamlett
Staff Writer

Middle Tennessee defeated Belmont 66-
47 Monday night in the first installment of
what the MT athletic department hopes will
become an annual local rivalry.

Both teams struggled to find their rhythm
in the first eight minutes of the game, slop-
pily exchanging baskets and committing
seven turnovers. By the 14:00 mark MT and
Belmont had subbed out four of their five
starting players.

“Belmont had a lot to do with our offen-
sive inefficiencies,” MT head coach Kermit
Davis said. “We decided just to run our man
offensive against whatever defense that they
played.”

MT senior Michael Cuffee tied the game
at six with 13:15 left to play in the first half.
With MT’s tallest forward, Kyle Young, sit-
ting on the bench, Belmont’s six-foot 10-
inch sophomore center Andrew Preston
took full advantage of his size advantage.
Preston landed two field goals and drew a
foul to hold the Raiders at six points going
into the final 10 minutes of the half.

Two free throws by Cuffee and field goals
by Young and MT'’s senior guard Mike Dean
inched the Blue Raiders ahead of the Bruins
12-11 with 6:26 remaining.

A jumper by Belmont junior guard Brian
Collins gave the Bruins their last lead of the
game at 13-12.

In MT’s Alex Weekes’ first moments off
the bench, the sophomore landed a field
goal and forced a Belmont turnover, which
led to a deep three-pointer from Dean to
give the Blue Raiders their most decisive
lead of the half at 20-13.

Two free throws by MT point guard
Bryan Smithson landed the Blue Raiders 22
points with 1:22 left in the half. After draw-
ing fouls from Weekes and Young, Belmont
forward Will Peeples netted the Bruins’ last
points of the half, sending the teams into
the locker rooms at 22-16.

The Blue Raiders dominated the Bruins’
perimeter players, holding Belmont to zero-
for-10 from three-point range in the first 20
minutes.

“The coaches had a good plan for us to
guard the wings on the outside,” Cuffee said.
“We weren’t going to let them hit any
threes.”

The Bruins went six-for-seven in free
throws at halftime, while MT was five-of-
eight from the line. MT’s poor free throw
percentage was a substantial factor in the
Blue Raiders’ 67-62 loss to Rice University
last week.

“We just had to come out in the second
half with more intensity,” Cuffee said. “We
took a really bad defeat the other day
[against Mississippi Valley State] so we had
to come out at home and play hard”

During the second half MT took advan-
tage of its deep bench and demonstrated a
revitalized energy, while Belmont continued
to struggle to get the ball to their perimeter
players.

Two field goals by Collins and Peeples
brought Belmont within four points of the
Blue Raiders with one minute gone in the
second half, but the Bruins were unable to
penetrate MT’s defense for the next five
minutes as the Blue Raiders went on a 14-0
run. Weekes gave the Raiders a 38-22 edge

-

Photo by Steve Cross | Staff Photographe

Blue Raider junior Marcus Morrison had nine points and seven rebounds in
27 minutes in MT’s 66-47 victory over Belmont University on Monday.

with 13:30 on the clock.

Morrison and fellow first-year transfer
Fats Cuyler formally introduced themselves
to the crowd of 3,023 by showcasing their
best performances to date in the Murphy
Center in the following minutes. Morrison’s
two dunks and layup and Cuyler’s deep
three-pointer put the Blue Raiders up 50-31
with 8:14 remaining.

“It was good to see Fats play because we
need his offensive capability shooting the
ball,” Davis said. “He’s a very good shooter.
He had some open looks and he finally got
some balls to go down.”

“That’s how I want to come play every
night: come out, play hard and try to get
everybody involved,” Cuyler told MT Media
Relations.

Two turnovers by Belmont resulted in
Cuyler and Smithson field goals giving MT
their largest lead of the game, 60-35, with
5:28 left to play.

The teams traded baskets until Belmont

junior Dan Oliver scored the last points of

the match at the free-throw line with 51 sec-
onds left to play.

“They worst thing that happe:
MT went  dowr there
Mississippi Valley

was they

and lost the other

night,” Belmont head coach Rick Byrd said.
‘And I don’t think coach Davis was in a
good mood. They [MT]| plaved like they
were physically tougher than us

MT held the Bruins (0-3
shooting from the field. Belmont was two-

for-17 from three-point range, the Bruins’

to 27 percent

worst total since joining Division I in bas-
ketball.

The Blue Raiders (2-2
from beyond the arc as they shot just 23
percent from three-point range

“We take a lot of shots and so we miss a

) also had trouble

lot of shots, but we're just going to keep
shooting because that’s what we do,” Cuffee
said.

MT moved to 16-6 all-time against the
Bruins in the teams’ first meeting since Noy
26, 2001, when the Bruins won 65-59 in
Nashville.

“I didn’t know they were a local rival until
today, so if it’s a rivalry I guess we came out

on top this time,” Cuffee joked. ®

Murfreesboro, Tenn.

Letter to the Editor

Alumnus demands

change in leadership

To the Editor,

If you had told me back

| when MTSU went Division

I-A in football that the situa-

tion would be as it is today, |
would have said, “no way.”

We now in 2004 find our-
selves facing the real possibil-
ity of being downgraded in
football to Division I-AA sta-
tus due to not attaining the
required 15,000 per home
game attendance mark.

The attendance figure is a
result of lack of winning but
also bad decisions in the selec-
tion of athletic director after
Lee Fowler left, poor coaching
andterrible marketing of the
football season tickets.

When Lee Fowler left as
A.D., a committee was formed
to interview a list of candidates
selected by a search firm hired
by the university. Several excel-
lent candidates were inter-
viewed from schools such as
the University of Tennessee,
Notre Dame, Marshall and the
University of Missouri. All had
strengths, but the man from
UT stood out in my mind.

Also a candidate was Boots
Donnelly, the former MT
head football coach.
However, Donnelly had no
prior experience in market-

| ing and big time fund rais-
| ing.

McPhee went  with
| Donnelly over the marketing
| and fund-raising expertise

that other candidates pos-
sessed (and which we badly
needed). The rest is history.

I think McPhee
Donnelly because less money
would have to be spent in
salary. As it turned out, this
was a bad decision. The cur-

chose

rent head football coach and
his staff have made the prob-
lem worse. His first year at
the helm looked good, but
the last three have not been
good. Bad coaching, lack of
development of players and
too few victories killed atten-
dance.

Most mid-major university
football programs face a sim-
ilar problem. The alumni and
student support is based
upon a winning football pro-
gram each and every year.
There is not a big margin for
error. You have to have the
right A.D. who is a salesman
and marketer of the highest
order and a head coach who
can recruit and develop play-
ers.

Our A.D. says he has done
everything he can do to put
people in the seats at home
games. This included the ter-
rible decision to hire a rap
group after a game for
$80,000. I could have gotten
some good ole’ boys together
and had a redneck rap group

| S

that could have attracted
more and we would have
done it for free. The best thing
that could have happened the
last three years would have
been a winning record, which
would have resulted in much
better attendance.

Because of the above men-
tioned items, I call on
McPhee to do the following
before the Christmas break.
McPhee needs to terminate
Donnelly and then Football
Head Coach Andy
McCollum. I would leave the
assistants in place until a new
coach is hired.

Here are additional points
why this needs to occur now:

1. If you look around the
country at the successful
young athletic directors at
mid-major schools, they
have extensive backgrounds
in marketing and athletic
fund-raising. They can sell
air conditioners to Eskimos.
They have vision, charm, and
can make friends with alum-
ni as well as students. They
are assets to their schools. We
don’t have this in our current
athletic director.

2. Like it or not, a head
football coach has to win
today at Division I-A schools.
Sound cruel? No, it is just a
reality in the world of big
time sports. The A.D., head
coach and school president
know that under Title IX, all
women’s and men’s sports
share revenue 50-50.

However, only two sports
pay for themselves and they
are football and men’s basket-
ball. If the revenue is not
there it is mostly because of
non-winning in football
every time. Some schools are
even forced into terminating
certain minor sports which
may result in the loss of con-
ference status and even
Division I-A status. Folks, this
is the real world. Welcome to
big time college sports.

Some alumni and students
complain, saying that the
attendance requirement of
15,000 is too high. I say that
if we cannot attain this figure
each year, we should leave
Division I-A.

We need to get real. We
cannot continue as is. It is a
blueprint for failure. I ask
you, the concerned students,
faculty, staff, and alumni
who agree with me to e-mail,
write, or call McPhee. His e-
mail address s
smcphee@mtsu.edu.

If McPhee does not make
these decisions, then prepare
to find the Blue Raiders back
in the Ohio Valley
Conference. ¢

Jim Gaines
MTSU Class of 1969
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Fans showing support for men’s basketball team

Sports commentary

Mark Emery
Statl Writer

|
|
|
i

Middle

The attendance at
Tennessee home games contin-
ues to be consistent as 3,023 fans
showed up to watch the Blue

Raiders beat Belmont 66-47
Monday night at Murphy Center.

It has been a continuing trend
for fans to come and watch the
Blue Raiders play at home.
Many people might think that
the attendance may have been a
little low, considering the Blue
Raiders were playing a team so
geographically close to MTSU,
but really the figures were about
where they have been.

If you go back to the 2002-03
season, attendance was only

more than 3,000 in three out of

14 home games that year, and
one of those three was against
Sun Belt Conference rival
Western Kentucky.

For the whole season that year
the average attendance per home
game was right around 2,500.

Last year those numbers were
higher, as more than 3,000 fans
showed up at eight out of 13

home games last year. One of

those games included a record
crowd of 11,807 against WKU.

In two home games this year
attendance has averaged more
than 3,000, the first time that’s
happened since the 2000-01 sea-
son, when attendance topped
3,000 for the first three home
games of the season.

The Blue Raiders’ first three

opponents that year were St.
Francis, Tennessee State and
Central Florida.

This year MT’s
games were against in-state
teams. There could be the
potential for a growing non-
conference rivalry between MT
and Belmont, but the question
remains whether that will actu-
ally come to fruition.

As odd as it sounds, in order
for MT-Belmont to become a
rivalry, the Bruins must win
more. With Monday’s victory,
the Blue Raiders improved their
overall record against Belmont
to 16-6. It wouldn't make for
much of a rivalry if the Blue
Raiders continually dominate
Belmont.

And with Belmont being no
more than an hour away, one
would have thought the atten-

first two

-

dance would have been higher
than 3,000. In order for this
game to become a rivalry and
for the Blue Raiders to continu-
ally schedule Belmont, Belmont
fans must show up to Murphy
Center, just as MT fans must
show up when the game is at the
Curb Event Center in Nashville.

The Blue Raiders will continue
facing in-state teams this week as
they host Tennessee Wesleyan
and Tennessee State. Hopefully
MT fans will continue to show
their support and keep the atten-
dance above 3,000. ®

Mark Emery is a senior mass
communication major and can
be reached at mpe2e@mtsu.edu.

Photo by Steve Cross | Chief Photographer
Alex Weekes scored four
points in MT’s 66-47 win
over Belmont.
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QIDELINES

| Employment

Part-time Youth Minister for local
Southern Baptist Church. Flexible
week-end hours. Phone (423) 837-
| 7455, leave message.

Part-time position available for pianist
in local Baptist Church.
Please call 893-4885.

Water Aerobic Instructors Needed
for 5-6 pm. class at Campus
Recreation beginning Oct. 25.
$10/hour. Training available if interest-
ed. For more information, call Pam at
2255.

The Tennessee Louis Stokes Alliance
for Minority Participation is seeking
student tutors for the following ETIS
courses: Statics, Instruments and
Controls, Technical Drawing, Industrial
Electricity. Please contact Barbara
Knox at 898-5311 for more informa-
tion, jones Hall Room 333.

Need Money? Student advisors are
needed for 120 unit off-campus MTSU
apartment community. On-site train-
ing, cash referrals and generous hourly
salaries are included. Call toll free, |-
866-594-5470 to make an appoint-
ment with Kimberly Sanders.

Opportunities

Attention: Singers  Songwriters,
Actors/Actresses, Voice over, film
making, etc. A promotional agent is
looking for clients. Email at harmony-
man777@yahoo.com. Thank you and
looking forward to hearing from you!
Whenmagazinenews@yahoo.com
Ask for Doug.

Guitar and keys wanted to join estab-
lished rhythm section. Call for details
703-725-3273. Ask for Ryan.

ATTENTION! We are currently
recruiting volunteers to participate in
a research study involving Depo-
Provera. Who! Females age 18 or
older currently using Depo-Provera.
Why? To determine the impact of
daily activity on bone mineral density.
What's in it for me.You will receive a
free bone mineral density scan.
Interested? Contact Stephanie Otto
at 615-497-0016. Call now, Space is
limited.

Lead Vocalist Wanted-Rock group
relocated from Memphis area looking
for vocalist with showmanship and
crowd awareness. Need strong voice
with R&B influence. Originals similar
to The Urge, Living Color, Fishbone,
The Isley Bros. call 615-896-0628.

Movie Extras and
Models Needed!

North Texas will take On outherﬁwlll\ﬁ/'li'ss

CLASSIFIEDS

Movie Production Co. Needs
Candidates to Work For Various
Productions. Musicians and Dancers
Also Needed! No
Speaking/Experience Required! Have
Fun While Being a Movie Extra!
Local/State/Nationwide Work! Variety
of Looks Needed! Earn Up To
$300 A Day! Call 1-877-CAST-
DIRECT

Modern Rock Singer Wanted!! Red
Alib| is looking for a powerful, melod-
ic hard rock singer to complete our
band. Check out
www.purevolume.com/redalibl for
some of our demos. Email us at
Redalibl _Band@yahoo.com. We are
holding auditions now.

Comma, Club is an entrepreneurial
student club! We meet every Monday
in BAS S334 @ 7:30 PM. Come out
and bring a friend...

Are you an Undergraduate student
interested in pursing a PhD? If so, we
would like to talk to you. To find out
more information visit
www.mtsu.edu/~mcnair.

Undergraduate research is beneficial
for prospective PhD candidates. |If
you are interested in pursing a PhD
visit www.mtsu.edu/~mcnair for qual-
ifying criteria.

Services

Guitar Lessons. Chords, scales, tab,
notation, theory. 931-215-8637.

STEEL BUILDINGS
All MUST GO! HUGE SAVINGS
ON HURRICANE CANCELLA-
TIONS, No Reasonable offer Refused
Financing Available-CALL TODAY!
1-800-405-7501.

ATTORNEY
Christine Barrett
890-1300
320 West Main St. Suite 121
Murfreesboro, TN 37130
Visa/MasterCard Accepted.

In Jail?
Call Lucky's Bonding. 890-7549. Free
info — 24/7.

Travel

Spring Break Bahamas Celebrity
Party Cruise! 5 days $299! Includes
Meals, Parties! Cancun, Acapulco,
Nassau, Jamaica From $459! Panama
City & Daytona $159!
www.springbreaktravel.com
1-800-678-6386.

Sales
Miscellaneous.

Beautiful brand new, NEVER worn wed-
ding dress for sale. Has a wonderful
flower design tank Aline style,, about 3-4
fe train. Size 2 A MUST SEE! Paid $750

will take $500. If interested please call
615-308-9623 or email at
at3g@mitsu.edu

Want to Sell Something’?
Want to Buy Something?
(Will Pick-up & Deliver)
Call
Rodney: 615-848-4375
(no large items cars - etc)

Black Rod- Iron Day bed. Barely used
extra padded mattress. Great condition
$125, Price ne. Call 615-218-7622

Small entertainment center fits 27" TV,
light wood color, great condition barely
used. $75 oboe. If interested conmct
Beth or Step @ 615-542-9860 or 615-
895-3462.

Wedding Gowns for sale. Elegance on a
budget! We sell gently used wedding
gowns; store displays photography props,
discontinued styles. Original Retails to
over $2000! Our prices $159-$299! See
photos online at www.tresjolis.com. Call
Lashae 427-2411 or Kristin 589-0083
Also sell hairpieces and wigs

Automotive

‘98 Blazer For Sale 4x4, 4Dr Excellent
Condition. Need to Sell' Call 931-592
2494

4, ZR | 8 Yokohama Parada Tires with |8
Niche Road Wheels. $1500 oboe
Mike @ 533-0273

Roommates

| am looking for a female roommate
who is responsible and doesn't party
much (at least at home). | have a real-
ly pretty house in a nice subdivision
about 2 miles from MTSU. Please call
ASAP to see the house. Thanks! 615-
653-8003.

Male roommate needed to share
house w/3 guys. $250/mo. + 1/4 utili-
ties. Biking/walking distance from
MTSU. No deposit. 817-913-4898.

Nonsmoking female roommate need-
ed to live with 2 outgoing females!
Rent is 216 & 1/3 utilities. 3 Bd Brick
house CLOSE TO CAMPUS!! For info
call Samantha at 931-581-6064.

| am a graduate student who is looking
for a non-smoker, responsible and clean
roommate to share 1300 sq ft apart-
ment only blocks from campus. Renter
would have own private bath and walk-
in closet. Rent is $305 plus half utilities
(phone, cable, electric, water). Deposit
required. Please call 615-904-7246 or
931-334-0985 for more information.

2|-yr-old female seeking roommate to
share 2bdlba at Oak Park

Apts.$279/m
Washer and dryer

onth  + $150 deposit.
included. Possible
first and last month’s rent upon move-in
No preference regarding sexual orienta-
tion. Please call 615-631-8479 ASAP!

wanted for one
bedroom in a two bedroom two bath
apt @ Univ. Courtyard. Located on
Ist floor 2/no noisy neighbors above
or around. This apartment usually
rents for $525 but get in NOW for
$495 w/a $99 dep. Move in ASAP.
lease will end in July. Contact me Me
ASAP at 615907-0794 or
Hnp2b@mtsu.edu

Female sub-leaser

Female roommate needed ASAP 3
BR/2ZBA house Stonegate subdivision.
$325 plus |/3 utilities; 5 minutes from
campus. Brand new house, 2 car garage,
high speed internet, W/D included. Call
731-693-9595 or 615-585-4802

Male, non-smoker roommate wanted to
share 3 bd/2ba with female. 20 minutes
from campus. Must sign 6 months or |
year lease. $350 plus /2 utilities. $100
deposit required. Call Lisa 615-415-
9302-leave msg

Subleaser

University Courtyard 4 BD/4BA free
sublease! Move in Jan. 2005. Male
transferring student! Must sublease!

$395 a month. 615-351-0448
Subleaser needed to share 3 BR apt
November rent paid. Will only have
to pay from December - August 2005
Rent is $439/mo. includes all utilities
ind the apartment is fully furnished. if
email
arsh@t r phone
4 H4 4
1pt n
University irtyard. It has 4 BD and
4 BA and v € irrent resident
Please call 901-508-4606
Sterling University Gables. Female

subleaser needed for spring/summer
semester. $335/mo. Utilities included
w/ internet. Awesome roommates,
just moving to Fla. Lease starting in
Jan. Call Maggie at 770-778-1498 cell

Female subleaser needed. University
Courtyard Ist floor, Fully furnished
4BD/4BA $395/mo utilities included
and internet access. lst Month
Free-Move in Now! Call Katie at
770-778-1497 or 770-459-7435.

2BD/2BA apt. @ Raiders Crossing.
Lease is from Janl-Aug |3
Completely furnished to include full-
size washer/dryer, fridge, microwave,
dishwasher, & stove. Also included
high-speed internet, private balcony.
pool & hot tub, volleyball court, BBQ
grills, fitness center, tanning bed, and
computer lab. All inclusive rent

$485/person pays for water, sewer,
trash, pest control, internet, modern
furniture, electricity, premium cable,
and intrusion alarm. Awesome deal.

Call 615-504-5963 or 615-542-2820.

Sunbeltsports.org “This is the kind of matchup  this year’s game should be at an  scheduled meeting was forced
our Bowl has been excited about  all-time high. I'm certain that to be rescheduled in the wake of
Officials from the Wyndham  since we formed it four years Southern Miss is as excited to Hurricane Ivan.

New Orleans Bowl announced ago,” Wyndham New Orleans play in the Wyndham New It will be the seventh all-time
in invitati d acceptance to - Bowl Executive Director Ron  Orleans Bowl as we are to be meeting between North Texas
ippear ir 004 Wyndham  Maestri said in announcing the  hosting them.” and Southern Miss, with each
New O Bowl to the Conference USA representative. North Texas (7-4) will repre- team winning three of the pre-
U southern  “The  regional  draw  that  sent the Sun Belt Conference vious six meetings. The last
Mi un Belt  Southern Miss brings to the after finishing with a perfect 7-0  meeting came in 1981 with
North  table and their level of competi-  league record. Southern Miss (6-  Southern Miss winning 22-0 at

Tex: tion are both very valuable for 4) will be representing Fouts Field in Denton.
e game. When you look at the  Conference USA after finishing This will mark the fourth
ith of New Orleans and  in a four-way tie for second place  straight New Orleans Bowl
) ¥ their roster,  with a 5-3 conference record. appearance for North Texas.
agle alumni The Golden Eagles still have The Mean Green lost to
me 1d sthecon-  one  regular-season  game Colorado State in 2001 and
ESPN, as the first gar atten-  remaining against California  Memphis in 2003 but defeated

Ilege bow! season terest for  this Saturday after the originally  Cincinnati in 2002. ¢

Campus Crossings 2BD. Rent
$505/mo.All girl apt. | Rm. vacant dur-
ing spring semester. All utilities includ-
ed. Call Shea at 615-218-1888. Lease
until July, stating Jan. |Ist!!

Need female roommate to sublease 4 |
bedroom house starting after school
commences in Dec. Rent is $240/mo
including all utilities, cable and inter-
net! Right directly across from
Murphy Center. Can walk to class.

Please call 516-457-0904.

Subleaser needed immediately to

share 4BD Apt. at University |
Courtyard with three males. Rent |
from Dec.-Aug. 2005. Rent is

$365/mo. Includes all utilities, fully fur- |
nished, hot tub, pool, fitness room,
free tanning, high speed internet in |
room, cable and HBO. Call or e-mail |
adam at Talonguy | 7@aol.com or 615- |
319-7054

For Rent

Apartment for rent at the Woods.
Free utilities, cable and high speed
internet. Free month of December.
$389/mo. Call 615-633-8691.

New 3 BR, 2BA House, CH/A, stove |
refrig, D/W, washer/dryer,, screened |
back porch, Imile from campus. |
$975/mo. $500 deposit, | yr. lease, no
pets. 895-0075, 417-4009.

Gort friends? Looking for an apart-
ment’ 4 BR/2 BA, remodeled apart-
ment; very close to campus; $295
per month / per bedroom. 615-758-
9298

Lost and Found

$Reward$ - Guitar equipment stolen
from truck on 10/30. Includes Vox
wah, Sabine turner, Samson Wireless
system, channel switcher, cables. All in

black box. Murray 496-7053.

Pets

Beautiful white kitten with bright blue
eyes needs a loving home. He is
neutered and will give paperwork.

Please call 516-457-0904.

Policies

Sidelines will be responsible only for the
first incorrect insertion of any classified
advertisement. No refunds will be made
for partial cancellations. Sidelines
reserves the right to refuse any adver-
tisement it deems objectionable for any
reason. Classifieds will only be accepted
on a prepaid basis. Ads may be placed in
the Sidelines office in Mass Comm, Room
269, or faxed to (615) 904-8193. For
more information call (615) 904-8154.
Ads are not accepted over the phone.
Ads are free for students and faculty. @
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Three Blue Raiders named to AIl-SBC team

By Jon Leffew
hsr Sports Editor

The Sun Belt Conference
announced its all-conference
teams yesterday, and MT had
three different players make the
lists. Coaches and media select-
ed Kerry Wright, Quinton
Staton and Colby Smith.

Wright, the team’s only first-
team selection, capped off a
stellar MT career with his sec-
ond straight 1,000 yard receiv-
ing season.

A two-time first-team all-SBC
pick, Wright broke his own
mark for touchdowns in a sea-
son with 11 this year.

Through last week’s games,
Wright ranked in the top 20

File Photo
Blue Raider senior Kerry
Wright had 1,048 receiv-

ing yards this season.

nationally in receptions per
game and receiving yardage.

He holds several MT receiv-
ing records, including most
touchdowns in a career (22) and
most receptions in a season
(76).

Staton, a junior who started
all 11 games at left guard, made
the all-SBC second team after
transferring from East
Tennessee State University.

The junior from
Chattanooga, Tenn., led the
Blue Raiders with 128.5 knock-
downs and a cumulative grade
of 82 percent while playing 778
total snaps.

Smith, who was surprisingly
not named to the first team, was
given second-team honors after
leading the league in field goals
made, field goal percentage, and
scoring by kickers.

The junior was second in the
league in total scoring and was

MT ﬁmshes Houston Classic with loss

By Jill Davis

Staff Writer wrd ar

Sunday was not Mid I 1ight tied
to play basketba I
Hﬂll\;"f‘ Laday Cougars defeated the Lady
Raiders 8 Al ne nnal gamd
Houst { . t Holfheinz Arer
he wi ntest was in Houstor
8 1
int W\
\.‘*\‘ ) () ¢
MT had ne l.l\i\‘-t.'_.
Nd standout ireshmai '-!\\.Illi center dand
Lyttle, who scored a game-high 19 points
Poor rebounding also added to M1

tortunes, as the Blue Raiders were domn

ed in that ¢ ategory, 39

They opened the second half with a 31-10
run to gain their largest lead at 40, 71-31.

MT then finished the game with a 25-9 to
lessen the margin to 24.

shooting, and Kiki Harris put up 14 points
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Irish dismiss Wllllngham
after only three seasons

By Tom Coyne
AP Sports Writer

SOUTH BEND, Ind

glory under Tyrone Willingham was brief. Too brief.

Notre Dame’s return to

T'hat’s why he was fired Tuesday after just three
- the shortest tenure of
Hunk Anderson was

seasons at Notre Dame
any full-time coach since
there from 1931-33.

“We simply have not made the progress on the
field that need to make,” athletic director
Kevin White said. “Nor have we been able to cre-

ate the P()\“I\'C momentum necessary in our

we

efforts to return the Notre Dame program to the
elite level of the college football world.”

The school thought they found the perfect coach
during Willingham’s first season. He got off to an
8-0 start — the second best start in school history

and after a surprisingly easy victory at Florida
State, the Irish, at No. 4, had their highest ranking
in eight years. Then they played Boston College.

Fans wearing green “Return to Glory” T-shirts
flooded Notre Dame Stadium, and the Irish wore
green jerseys for good luck. The Irish lost 14-7,
though, and the glory days were over.

The Irish went 2-3 their last five games that sea-
son, including a 28-6 loss to North Carolina State
in the Gator Bowl. They went 5-7 last season, los-
ing by 30 or more points to Michigan, Florida
State and Southern California.

This season the Irish pulled off upsets of

Michigan and Tennessee but also were beaten
badly by USC and Purdue. They also lost games
they were expected to win against BYU, Boston
College and Pittsburgh.

“We've been up and down and sideways a little
bit, a little bit ‘inconsistent,” White said. “I think
the program is closer than when he arrived. I
think we were making progress, by in my view and
in the view of the university, we just didn’t make
enough progress.”

Players were considering whether to play in the
Insight Bowl on Dec. 28, and White said he didn’t
know who would coach the game. Notre Dame
accepted the bowl invitation Sunday.

White said he met Tuesday morning with
Willingham to tell him he was fired, then both
met later with some players to tell them.

Players were stunned.

“1 think it’s a shock to everybody,” tight end
Jared Clark said.

Other players declined comment, but were clear-
ly surprised and saddened by the announcement.

“As a player, you think it’s our fault. We didn’t
get the job done,” Clark said. “I think coach
Willingham was a great coach, and I enjoyed play-
ing under him.”

Notre Dame officials said Willingham had decid-
ed not to speak publicly Tuesday about his firing.

White praised Willingham’s handling of the
team, especially the Irish’s strong academic record.

“From Sunday through Friday our football pro-
gram has exceeded all expectations, in every way,”
he said. “But on Saturday, we've struggled.”

The timing of Willingham’s ouster broke with
recent Notre Dame practice that even gave strug-
gling coaches Gerry Faust and Bob Davie five sea-
sons to prove themselves.

“If it says anything, it’s an underscore of the
notion that football is very important at Notre
Dame and the competitive expectations are not
downwardly negotiable,” White said.

Notre Dame hired Willingham, the first black
head coach
Stanford to replace George O'Leary. The former
Georgia Tech coach resigned five days after taking
the job because he lied about his academic and
athletic achievements on his resume.

With Tony Samuel fired by New Mexico State
and Fitz Hill resigning from San Jose State last
week, there are now only two black head coaches
in Division I-A: Karl UCLA and
Sylvester Croom at Mississippi State.

Floyd Keith, executive director of the Black
Coaches

in any sport for the Irish, from

Dorrell at

Association, said he was disappointed
with Notre Dame’s decision.

“In three years, I think he has done everything,
short of winning a national championship, and |
don’t think he inherited national championship
talent,” Keith said.

So White, who conducted the searches that led to
O’Leary and Willingham being hired, said he would
set out Wednesday in search of a coach.

He said he would head the search and likely
would not talk to the media again until the search is
complete.

One coach certain to be mentioned as a possi
ble replacement for Willingham is Utah’s Urban
Meyer, a Notre Dame assistant from 1996-2000

The Utes are 11-0 and ranked No. 5 in their sec
ond year under Meyer, who has a clause in his
current deal that allows him to leave for Notre
Dame without a buyout.

Meyer wouldn’t say whether he'd be interested
if Notre Dame called.

“I have great respect for that university. That’s
the reason it’s in my contract,”
Tuesday’s practice.

“I think a lot of people look into it more than
what it is. I'm sure that this is going to spark a lot
of discussion, but I'm just trying to get a team

Meyer said after

ready to play in a bowl game.”

Other possible candidates include California’s
Jeff Tedford, who has had success at a school with
high academic expectations, lowa coach Kirk
Ferentz, who was hired as head football coach at
Maine in 1990 by White when he was athletic direc-
tor there, and Tampa Bay Buccaneers coach Jon
Gruden, whose name was mentioned prominently
in the Notre Dame search three years ago. He grew
up in South Bend and his father was an Irish assis-
tant under former Irish coach Dan Devine.

Notre Dame has won eight AP college football
national championships, more than any other
school, with the last in 1988 under Holtz.

Players from the school have won the Heisman
Trophy seven times, also the most in college foot-
ball, with the last one being Tim Brown in 1987.

But the Irish haven’t won a bowl game since
ending the 1993 season ranked No. 2 after beating
Texas A&M 24-21 in the Cotton Bowl.

Since then, the Irish have lost six straight post-
season games and havent finished a season
ranked in the top 10 since 1993. &
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successful in all 32 of his extra
point attempts. In addition, he
was one of only 20 semifinalists
for the Lou Groza award for the
nation’s top kicker.

“I am extremely proud of all
three guys,” MT head coach Andy
McCollum told MT Media
Relations.

“They had great years for us,
but the first thing each of them
will tell you is that the team
deserves the credit. Kerry
[Wright] had another phenom-
enal season and was a real leader
on our team, and Quinton
[Staton] made a big sacrifice by
moving from the defensive line
in fall camp. And I can’t say
enough about the job Colby
[Smith]| did in his first year as
our kicker. He was the best in
the league, and one of the best
in the country.”

North Texas’ Nick Badaldua

was instead named to the first

team as kicker, joining several
teammates on the list after the
team won its fourth straight
SBC title.

UNT freshman running back
Jamario Thomas was named the
conference’s Player of the Year
after replacing Patrick Cobbs,
who led the nation in rushing
last year.

Thomas, who has rushed for a
league record 1,709 yards and
has one game remaining, also
took home the Offensive Player
of the Year award and the
Freshman of the Year award.

Troy’s Demarcus Ware, a sen-
ior defensive end, was named
the Defensive Player of the Year
after leading the conference in
both sacks (11) and tackles for
loss (17.5).

UNT’s Darrell Dickey was
named the Coach of the Year for
the fourth consecutive year. ®

Don't miss your chance Lo Wi the ultimate spring
break trip for you and three of your closest friends.
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