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MTSU Blvd. is closed
from Rutherford Bivd. to
Blue Raider Drive due to
construction. Drivers will
be able to enter the cam-
pus off Rutherford Bivd.
at Alumni Drive (newly
opened road by Greek
Row). The 4-way stop at
MTSU Bivd. will also be
closed during construc-
tion. Please follow detour
signs.

The gravel lot at the
corner of MTSU Bivd.
and Rutherford Blvd.
will also be closed dur-
ing this time. Students
are advised to park in
the Rutherford Blvd. lot
across from Greek Row
and ride the shuttle.

Students ‘Take Back the nght’

By ALEX MOORMAN
Staff Writer

Volunteers from the June
Anderson Women’s Center
held a “Clothesline Project”
to inform about
sexual assault and the people
that it affects.

“Basically the clothes line
prniul is a way to show stu-
dents and faculty all
sexual assault
said Angela Golden, senior
child development and fam
ily studies major. “We have
tee shirts here from previous
years and from students that
made them this year about
what they went
themselves and
to let them get it out and to
show others what they went
through too.”

The volunteers set
clotheslines
shirts made by
sexual assault in
Keathley University
last week.

“We arent supposed to
disclose the names of the
that participated
basically they could come
into the June Anderson
Woman’s center in the JUB
[James Union Building] and
they fill out a form so basi-
cally it’s just between us and
them,” Golden said.

“We don’t want to tell the
names because it’s personal
but it’s not only the students
it's also the community.
They can come to the table
and make one so it’s just a
personal thing,”

Students walked around
the clotheslines in silence
reading the shirts in horror.

students

about
awareness,

through

it's a way

and hung
victims ol
front of the

c.enter

students

“Its just out there if you
don’t want to you look, you
don’t have to look but its just
eye catching there are some
about people being raped by
people they knew like their
father, its really emotional
once you read it, it hits you,
but 1 think it effects every-
one which is one reason why
| feel like this is a great way
to inform people,” Golden
said

She said alot of the students
who made t-shirt sometimes
where writing down what
had happened to them for
the very first time and that
it really allowed them to face
what happened and maybe
even begin healing,

‘Some of the shirts are re-
ally blunt and they don’t sug-
ar coat anything and I think
that’s important when trying
to inform people of the dan-
gers that are out there,” said
Lacresha Seals senior nurs-
ing major.

“Even as nursing students
we've heard a lot of stories
from emergency room pa-
tients and even just students
around Murfreesboro who
have been raped and as-
saulted and its good because
it helps get the information
out there and the tee shirts
just make it more real.”

“Even the people
come in are kind of afraid
to write their whole heart on
the t-shirt, its just whatever
they feel comfortable with
is all they have to put down
there’s some that just say a
couple of words and then
theirs some that write down
their whole life story so I
do think it’s a great way for

\\'hn

Photo Courtesy June Anderson Women's Center

Students march with signs while chanting during ‘Take Back the Night.’

them to escape and tell their
feelings,” Golden said.

In addition to the clothes
line project, the JAWC also
held an event called “Take
Back The Night.”

“We also had “Take Back
The Night” [which is] a
march we have every year for
students or faculty,” Golden
said.

“I mean anyone can come
and we march around and
say chants like
three four you cant touch
me anymore,” and we just
go around campus so people

one two

New Blue

ID card

will berequired for
Rec Center access

Students must swap
old identification card

By AMANDA HARRIS
Contributing Writer

New Recreation Center
hand geometry technology
requires all MTSU students
to get a new Blue ID card in
order to access the facility
and confirm user identity.

“Hand geometry tech-
nology doesn’t scan finger-
prints,” said James Taylor,
ID office employee. “It takes
a picture of the outline of
your hand.”

Around 27,000 people
have to be re-carded and
only about 4,000 of those
are faculty and staff.

Campus ID office man-
ager Shawn Alverson said
that the new technology
is primarily for the Recre-
ational Center.

Alverson said people not
affiliated with the univer-
sity are getting access to
the Recreational Center by
using other people’s IDs,
but the new hand scanning
process should eliminate
the problem.

“With this setup you will
punch in the last four num-
bers on your ID card, then

o

can see that rape does go on
even if you think it cant hap-
pen to you, it can,” Golden
said. “And we just have the
march and the candlelight
vigil to honor people who
have survived but may be to
scared to come up and ad-
mit that that’s happened to
them.”

Golden said they supply
the participants with a mi-
crophone in case they want
to share their story, but no
pressure is placed on anyone
to do so.

“Its called “Take Back The

Night’ because women are
so afraid to go out at night
because they could get raped
easier and so basically this is
just saying women are going
to take back the night and
say hey this cant happen to
me I'm going to learn and be
educated about this,” Golden
said.

“We also have the martial
arts people here and it was
free classes that they were
offering for thirty days so
women can learn how to
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New Blue IDs will replace old Identification cards.

You can't identify someone
from the shape of their hand;

you have to have prints for that.”

SHAWN ALVERSON
CAMPUS ID OFFICE MANAGER

scan your hand to get in,”
Alverson said. “There will
be six turnstiles to enter
and one old swipe machine
will stay for handicapped
people.”

Alverson also explained
how the hand scanning
process protects user iden-
tity.

“You can’t identify some-
one from the shape of their
hand; you have to have
prints for that,” Alverson
said. “Hand shapes are not
as unique as prints. Prints
also become unreliable be-
cause they wear away after
time, especially with people
who do hard labor and work
with chemicals.”

Taylor said that this is
part of MTSU converting
to Banner.

“Banner is our new ad-
ministrative system that

stores all student and fac-
ulty information,”
said. “It has replaced Stu-
dent Information System.”

He also said that this con-
version keeps students from
being identified by their so-
cial security number, which
protects identity. “Student
identities are even secure
from agencies like the FBI
and IRS.

“This technology uses
16 points of reference when
it takes the picture of your
hand. Each impression
scans your hand 30,000
times,” Taylor said. “You
won’t even need you card
to get into the Rec Center
anymore.”

Charlie Gregory, Recre-
ation Center Director, said,
“We have been looking at
this system for at least 10
years now, but then it would

Taylor

have cost close to half a mil-
lion dollars.”

“By waiting we have spent
around $60,000 on the en-
tire project,” Gregory said.

[he hand readers only
cost about $1,500 a piece,
which we have six of. For
new technology that’s a re-
ally good deal.”

To get a new ID, students,
faculty and staff need to go
to the MTSU Blue ID office
located in room 306 in the
James Union Building. The
University is asking people
to come by before May 2nd
to avoid new coming fresh-
men who will be going
through Customs.

“My classes start at 6 p.m.
and 1 live in Nashville. |
get here as early as I can at
5:30 p.m. [so] I don’t know
when I'll get my new ID,”
said Adam Linton, night
class student.

The office will be busy
with the fall semester ap-
proaching, but it will re-
main open throughout the
summer.

The office hours are Mon-
day through Friday from 8
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Students

celebrate
Earth Day

By DANIEL POTTER
Campus News Editor

Students for Environmen-
tal Action will host Earth
Day activities to promote
environmental awareness on
the Keathley University Cen-
ter Knoll all day Tuesday.

“The point of Earth Day is
not just to raise awareness,
but to show people there are
numerous ways of getting
involved — whatever fits your
preference,” said Reggie Mill-
er, senior recording industry
major and co-chair of SEA.

The event will showcase
environmentally  minded
technology and include “a
few demonstrations — alter-
native fuel vehicles, hybrids
and cars on biodiesel,” Miller
said.

Samuel Cliff Ricketts, a
professor of Agribus and
Agriscience, will be display-
ing several vehicles powered
by alternative energy sources
if there is no heavy rain, said
Carl Caum, junior computer
science major.

Among the cars in Ricketts’
collection is one that runs on
pure ethanol and one that is
completely electric, powered
by a solar generator.

“He’s also got a hydrogen
truck, and that one runs off
just sun and water,” Caum
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Kappa Delta holds fifth annual Wing Fling

Students and community help raise money for child abuse

By TIFFANY GIBSON AND .
ANDY HARPER ‘ Wing Fling
Campus News Editor and
EditorinCivef has been
amazing, and 'm
K"‘PPJ Delta Sorority host g‘ad we missed the

ed their fifth annual Wing

Fling and raised money for rain. it's great to
the Prevent Child Abuse Seea“ the people

America organization
Restaurants from all over that came.”

Murfreesboro entered Wing

Hing to compete for the ti JESSICA BURNS

tle of the “Best Wings in the  §ophomore element

Boro” while entertainment education major

dl

and child’s games were pres

ent.

Some of the restaurants in touch with alumnae and
that participated were Hoot-  celebrate Kappa Delta,” said
ers, Kirkenburt’s Ashlev Whitaker, 2005 el
Stop, Zaxby’s and Chef Ra ementary educati duat
mond’s. d Kap )

“We do Wing Fling for the Ve |

advertising. We are
company that startec

twoO vears ago, so { (&

nitely helps to get our nan the Bori
out,” said Sean Daugl

employee for Wing Stop ont
Murfreesboro. “Toda

serving garlic-par

lemon pepper

our custor
Say
6H0)
0
Sa ¢
cra
\ -
Viurfrees

was ‘1
}‘U'l‘]\
person wa v little

we have erown mer

say “no” to these wings. I : peopi
In 2006, Kappa Delta rais
$11,000 and |Mﬂr‘r_ to exceed '"he Wing Fli { YOK pPlace
this amount this year. outside by the Murphy Cen
“Wing Fling is a chance for  ter on Saturday from 12 p.m. | .
everyone to come back, get until 3 p.m. Community members and students enjoy wings from various restaurants such as Zaxby's, Chef Raymond’'s and Hooters.

MINI OF NASHVILLE
4040 Armory Oaks Dr.
Nashville, TN 37204
(615) 850-4040

“All 2008 MIN| Passenger Cars come with MINI Full Mamtenance standard for 3 years or 36,000 mies. w ever comes first, MINI Passenger Car Limited Warranty for 4 years o 50,000 miles
whichever comes first. and a MIN! Warranty against rust and corros:on perforation standard for 12 years
miles. See MINI Service and Warranty booklel for more uelax!s spechic Lerms, condilions and himelator
driving conditions, driving habats and vehicle operation. ***5-5tar ratings are for the driver-side
program. tMSRP, including destination and handling charges. Price excludes license. registration. Lax
Actual price determined by your dealer. © 2008 MINI, a division of BMW of North America, LLC, The MI ~ name

omes standard for 4 years/unkmited
mileage will vary with options
Jepart 'v‘!\'"r"w tatior ssa'( Cargo

Gt e hows oo e MINIOFNASHVILLE.COM
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Trojan gives out
free condoms

STAFF REPORT

Trojan Condoms visited
MTSU last Thursday to talk
about safe sex during its Tro-
jan Evolve Bus Tour in the
Keathley University Center.

The tour is scheduled to
take place over six months
with visits to 60 college cam-
puses nationwide.

According to the 2007
Trojan Sexual Report Card,
MTSU placed in the bottom
10 of 139 colleges concern-
ing sex health resources.

In addition to this, one
in four teenage girls have
a sexually transmitted in-
fection and Tennessee has

the eighth highest rate of

syphilis, ninth highest rate
of Chlamydia and the tenth
highest rate of Gonorrhea in

the United States.

The purpose of the tour is
to encourage students to use
condoms to decrease the 19
million new sexually trans-
mitted infections diagnosed
every year. It also serves as a
harsh reality for the 65 mil-
lion Americans living with
incurable sexual transmit-
ted infections.

During the event, stu-
dents pledged to use a con-
dom every time by signing
a petition and even received
practice by participating in a
race to put a prophylactic on
a banana correctly.

A roundtable discussion
was also held with a sex
health counselor to answer
students’ questions and cu-
riosities while free condoms
were given out.

ASSAULT
FROM PAGE 1

protect themselves.”

She said people have been
volunteering all week in-
cluding students from the
nursing department and the
men of Kappa Alpha.

We had like 40 of them
and it's more complicated
for men to come out hecause

people want to make fun of
them,” Golden said.

“They question why they
are doing that. I don’t know
why it is, why other men find
it threatening for other men
to come out and help us.

“But I do think its better
to have both girls and guys
to say, hey, you know it hap-
pens to guys too, and so it
was really cool for them to
come out, and they stayed

Students act out pla\ s on the Quad

Theater f,«:{l,fv::f\-' ts perfc mw their final i emester outside of er Library
on the quad Sunday night

the whole night.”
“I think it’s important be-

CENTU RY cause by shedding light on

21 rape victims we can some-
how prevent it or at least

CD'S * RECORDS decrease the amount of
TAPES * JEWELRY rapes,” said Ashley Holbert,

New & Used ( [1 - Records sophomore chemistry ma-

X re e 125 | asseter Dr jor. “There’s a lot of crazy

a »”:";«-:so:rc IN 37130 stuff [happening] on the
OPEN MON-SAT 11-7 campus, people need to be

Weekend  pmsrme

Plus Educational Discounts on Apple
Computers for Students, Faculty and Staff

Sidelines

We promise monies and
cake for your work.

Save over $100 on MacBooks and up to $145 on
oniMacs WITHNOTAXS "' Up to $200 on MacBook Pros

‘ University ID Required)

FREE Color Prmter wnth Rebate'

Note to Seniors:

April 25-27 Only

MacAuthority, Nashville
2018 Lindell Ave. (0ff 65 & Wedgwood
615.383.1010

TAX FREE WEEKEND HOURS
Friday April 25th 8AM - 9PM
Saturday April 26th 8AM - 9PM
Sunday April 27th 1PM - 6PM

MicAuthority.. -

Student / Faculty Discounts i SETTRRT I »—\\ Publicalions 1.800-288.3044 |

- |

Okay, so the cake is a lie.

slnews@mtsu.edu  slstate@mtsu.edu

Internships Available

Full & Part-Time
| Summer Employment

Advertising Sales - Yellow Pages
$400 to $500 a Week - Commissions
Mi P
Facules | Staff| Student Telepl Di
Needs Sales People. Sales Experience A Plus.
Will Train. Must Have Dependable Automobile.
We will work with your schedule.

MacAuthority, Franklin
Cool Springs Galleria
615.435.3209

TAX FREE WEEKEND HOUR)
Friday April 25th 10A!
Saturday April 26t

Sunday April 2 /7tl

lomail resume to: GVPubs@aol.com

REPAIR

Classifieds

Marketplace of MTSU

e : ol awe ik ol Sl Touitn Boat coluni el § g e v 33 AR U sotiaued om tast colom ntimued from Lant cotume Contimued trom (axt (olumn
EMPLOYMENT e € al : s Nanny t » 4 b1 13-934 €Ma ) f antat hut BR, 38 aCre Photography ofters wed for partial cancellations
P REAT RESUME Sl Aral i shinpoorwill@starband VW twrightoropert . " o datails A x40 barn, up & dowr ling packages starting at Sidelines reserves the
SUMMER WORK: Great  SOOSTER! Sallifcivey at — pinesarestcamp.con v | i s el Nl s Bl i |
Pay ‘ ! y sed 35 separate renta lashville Area, ~conta sementitdee \-.-;-4.:’-‘1-'
FOR RENT s FOR LEASE s T e ? AXGLINDS 73-3018 or ' or any reason 1_‘3;3‘
BR/3BA w/BONLS $11; 3 (615) 870-935¢ slie.lampley@gmail.com ieds will only be accepted |
ind see galleries at www.  on a prepaid basis. Ads may |
Jent x5 -+ Utilitias, Secus FOR SALE ROOMMATES gl B —" be placed in the Sidelines
Camp Counselors n=2de lay-Friday 15pm-6 Yenacit €37Sktudont now 108 N. Spring Street ' office in Mass Comm, Rm
i 't Gyerniaht 3 to start ennife ! ; = _ Mutfree | 13 H ! ! nin t 269. For more information
SUMMER AD SALES and ! ' s S tart--Ca aets, washer & drye u ‘ fse S Soe 3w 0
MARKETING  INTERN I yvania. Gain 904 eespmisuedy  ors Call 400-99¢ 895-9799 e 4 '© OPPORTUNITIES POLICIES il the business office at
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Widespread Panic performs on campu

By GREG RUDY
Contributing Writer

Southern rockers Widc
spread Panic proved vet again
Wh_v lha“\ are the crowned
kings of live music Wednes
day evening with their threc
and a half hou performan
at the Murphy Center

Having been absent from
MTSU’s campus 7 vears to
the date, they left both dedi
cated and casual fans with
the same impression:
well worth the wait.

The Athens, GA
tet with a
to inject Murfreesboro with
their honest, driv ing south
ern-fried rock n
the aid of New Orlea
jazz/funk quintet ¢
For those who dismiss eithe

1 was

based sex

drri\'cd MiIssion

roll with
|
1S Dase

acti

Photo Courtesy Brad Wilsor

band as happy hippie jam

band
favon

when v

S5 ||t' Voun

"n gel

[ Michael

put asi

I

and listen more

lordan

s baske

cardrums a

l.l\v ‘\

d( i].lll\'.

[l.l<|

lll-l

thall

picked up a guitar, his name

would be Tlimmy Herring
An alvmmnus ol Hollvwood's
Ciurtar Institate ol technol
0Ly .IHA] Boston s “x‘ll-i(a
School of Music, he 1s Wide
spread  Panic’s second lead
guttarist simce the leath ol
original - member N hael
Houser

Herrine's ore ntials don't
end on paper 1Sl

S nol

WMTS record convention

DJs from WMTS, MTSU's student-run radio station, pose with mem
bers of the rock band Superdrag during the station’s record conven
tion at the Holiday Inn on Sunday

meanor and stage presence
are in sharp contrast to his
lcad lines:

soaring and

pristing some

times atmo
spheric, often aggressive and
blistering, always flawless to
bhoth trained and untrained
CAlsS

11is l\nli\hul form provides
perfect balance to lead \ingm
John Bell’s raspy vocals and
John Hermann’s hon-
kv tonk piano style.

\s 1f \\Aiklk’\‘“t‘xlil Panic’s
melody weren't
quite enough to impress, the
rhvthm section comprised

lln_H N.II\LL‘.
Domingo

hl”l“.

masters

of drummer
DErCussionist
“Sunny” Ortiz, and bassist
yave Schools did their best
the foundations

of the Murphy Center with

to ¢crumble

th 15815t of Galactic’s

J0C¢

legendary drummer, Stanton
Moore. The rumbling thun
der emanating from the stage
during the drum and bass
break could be felt through
the arena’s P.l«'ll(\,l seating.
I'he band’s 23
touring  experience

vears ol
casily
translates into what could be
|‘Cl'\L‘i\'\'L] 48 a P\\\hin con
nection with their audience.

\\'cdnc\(l.y\ night’s set list
included something for ey
eryone, from the casual live
music aficionado to the most
hardcore fan.

Only two songs from theis

new album “Free Somehow”

were le\\‘d. Cover songs
included J.J. Cale’s “Trav
elin’ lvlghlw. Jerry !n\q‘lw S

“Chainsaw City” the Grate
ful Dead’s “Cream Puff War”
and bassist Schools gave the

EARTH

FROM PAGE 1.

'\‘li\i.

Corn-derived ethanol has
come under
cently for being an inefficient
alternative to gasoline, (

criticism  re

aum
ethanol itself
is not the culprit,

\Ji\i. I l(\'\\\'\ Cr,

as it can be

produced from other sources,

ncluding most trash
biomass takes
f landfills by
iid. The un
11
wildl be con
' <i'il
ol the way

crowd a teaser taste of King
Crimson’s “Thela Hun Gin
jeet’

Crowd

during his solo.

favorite originals

such as  “Hatheld”, “Big
Woolly  Mammoth”, and
“Papa’s Home” were the

meat and potatoes of the eve

ning, but the dreamy “Sec
ond Skin" was I]ln' dessert
[hey have never plaved the
same set list twice, and use
their expansive repertoire to
lead each gathering through
a musical journey like a six
headed marathon coach.
This is thei greatest
strength: they’ll make
dance until you think you'll

drop from exhaustion, play a

vou

slow song that evervone can
relax and regain some en
ergy, then dial the intensity

up higher than before. It’s

Heat Machine, which is alter-
native rock with a funk feel,”
forrella said. “Then we have
Hello Spencer  followed |1\‘
lh»muuh\ Besides Hnmuwh\
there’s Soul Syndicate, a funk
band, who will be followed by
live DJs and hip-hop artists,
some free-styling.”

”11'

rirl
girl,

all-
called
lorrella

closer will be the
air-guitar band
Elephant  Magnet,
said

In addition to live

music,
students will be distributing
literature on topics

from vegetarianism to bi

cveling, as well as free food,

including cookies baked in a

solar oven, weather permit
tn

solar oven works on the

e primciple as vour ¢ar in

mmer, Miller said. “It

'3;‘. 101 i\xl«{( WCALISe

it passes through the

basically stuck

{ditic to SEA, the

River Watershed As

10N and Murfrees

wo  Electric will be pres

ranging

no surprise that member$
of their nomadic following
often referred to as SPN“d'
necks”, are physically fitas d
\\]lnln a
\s the second set came 10
close, not a soul in the hollf
turned to leave. Despite thei
aching feet, and|
weekdav mulnwht QUILl\l
1 “wuuhmu. all in atten
staved where the)
were and g]uuul \\l](“V fo

bleary eyes,

\lll)u

dn encore.

I'he boys from Athens wer
more than happy to Obhg
with two old classic Orli’,l
nals. The next time they pla
our Murphy Center won't bé
soon enough, hopefully lesq
than 7 vears, pm\'ided that
we have the time in betwee
to verify the building’s struc
tural integrity.

ent. Murfreesboro Electri
sells blocks of green powe
from wind and solar sources
through Green Power Switch
a program of the Tennesse
Valley Authority, Caum said.

“If it does rain we’re going
to move everything into thq
KUC,” Caum “We'vd
got both floors reserved.”

After Earth Day activi
ties on the Knoll end,
bike ride around Murfrees
boro will ensue at 6 p.m.
[orrella said. Interested
cyclists can meet by thd
Knoll and are encouraged
to bring noisemakers and
wear blue and green.

Torrella hopes the event
encourages and unite
people by way of concer
for the environment.

“No matter who yo
are what you believe
the environment is being
'messed| up and that need
o \It)}‘,n 'l'nrrclla ,\‘Jid.

A representative fron
Stones River Watershe
Association could not bg
reached for this article.

said.

(8]
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Teen arrested
for plot to bomb
high school

- By JEFFREY COLLINS
Associated Press Writer

A high school senior col-
lected enough supplies to
carry out a bomb attack on
his school in South Caro-
lina, detailing the plot in a
hate-filled diary that includ-
ed maps of the building and
admiring notations about the
Columbine killers, authori-
ties said Sunday.

Ryan Schallenberger, 18,
was arrested Saturday after
his parents called police when
10 pounds of ammonium ni-
trate was delivered to their
home in Chesterfield and
they discovered the journal,
said the town’s police chief,
Randall Lear.

The teen planned to make
several bombs and had all
the supplies needed to kill
dozens at Chesterfield High
School, depending on where
the devices were placed and
whether they included shrap-
nel, Lear said. Ammonium
nitrate was used in the Okla-
homa City bombing in 1995
that killed 168 people.

“The only thing left was
delivering the bombs,” the
police chief said.

Schallenberger kept a jour-
nal for more than a year that
detailed his plans for a suicide
attack and included maps of
the school, police said. The
writings did not include a
specific time for the attack or
the intended targets.

CAMPUS BRIEFS

Dramatic Arts

The MTSU Commercial
Music Ensemble will per-
form at the T. Earl Hinton
Music Hall of the Wright
Music Building on Monday,
April 21, at 7:30 p.m.

The T. Earl Hinton Mu-
sic Hall of the Wright Music
Building will host the MTSU
Symphonic Band/Brass En-
semble on Tuesday, April 22,
at 7:30 p.m.

The Guitar Ensemble
Concert will take place on
Wednesday, April 23, at 3
p.m.

Amy Duncan will perform

at the Senior Flute Recital
on Wednesday, April 23, at 6
p.m.
On Wednesday, April 23,
Maya Stone and Leo Erice
will perform at the faculty
recital at 8 p.m.’

Earth Day

MTSU’s Students for Envi-
ronmental Action will spon-
sor an Earth Day celebration
on Tuesday and Wednesday,
April 22 and 23. The festival
will be held on campus on the
knoll in front of the Keath-
ley University Center from 9
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. each day in
an effort to bring the campus
and community together in
support of a common goal.
Earth Day events will kick off
with a climate-commitment
signing by MTSU President
Sidney A. McPhee shortly af-
ter noon April 22. Activities
will include an earth-friend-
ly art show, food from local
vegetarian and vegan restau-
rants, live music from local
bands and organic shopping.
SEA, Recycle Rutherford, the
Murfreesboro Electric De-
partment, People for a Better
Tomorrow and MTSU Envi-
ronmental Studies Depart-
ment will have booths set up
during the celebration.

For more information
about SEAs event plans,
please visit the organiza-
tion’s Web site at www.mtsu.
edu/~sea.

Student and Wall
of Fame awards

The MTSU College of
Mass Communication will
conduct its 15th Annual Stu-
dent Awards and eighth An-
nual Wall of Fame Awards
ceremonies on Wednesday,
April 23, at 3 p.m. in the John
Bragg Mass Communication
Building. This event hon-
ors mass communication
alumni who have gone above
and beyond their studies and
distinguished  themselves

through their
ments. Scheduled to be in
ducted into the college’s Wall
of Fame for 2008 are Jame:
Stevens, founder and CEO of
James Stevens Creative: M
Blakeman, vice-president

orchestra and building ope:

accomplish

| ations and general manager

of the Nashville Symphony
and Sgt. Maj. Phillip R. Prat
er, Army Public Affairs.

For more information
about the awards ceremo-
nies, contact Lisa McCann at
615-898-5171 or Imccann@
mtsu.edu.

‘Paper

Rewind’ Project

The James E. Walker Li-
brary and the MTSU Depart-
ment of Art are joining forces
to raise student awareness of
paper usage through an in-
teresting and creative project
that will be on display in the
last remaining days of spring.
The “Paper Rewind” project
will be installed at the library
from 12:40 p.m. to 3:40 p.m.
and from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. on
Monday, April 21, one day
prior to the international
celebration of Earth Day on
April 22, and will remain in
place through Wednesday,
May 7.

Local Music

Juan Prophet Organiza-
tion’s Farewell Show will take
place at Wallstreet On Satur-
day, April 26, at 10 p.m. Ad-
mission is 21 and up.

That same night, the Pro-
tomen, Wax Fang, and Hey-
penny will be performing at
the Mercy Lounge at 9 p.m.

Contemporary
Women Writing
in Israel

Israeli writer Dr. Miriam
Sivan will present a lecture
on “Contemporary Women
Writing in Israel” at 12:30
p.m. on Tuesday, April 22,
in Room 106 of MTSU’s
Paul W. Martin Sr. Honors
Building. This event is free
and open to the public. Si-
van is the recipient of a num-
ber of awards including the
Hadassah-Brandeis Institute
Award and a Ford Founda-
tion Grant. MTSU’s Middle
East Center and the Distin-
guished Lecture Fund will
sponsor the lecture.

For more information,
contact Dr. Allen Hibbard,
director of the Middle East
Center, at 615-494-7906 or
ahibbard@mtsu.edu.

College of Liberal Arts Awards Reception

SERVICE AWARD FOR
LIBERAL ARTS FACULTY

15 Years

William Brantley, /nulish
Warner Cribb, Geoscwences
Deborah Genury, Zuugiih
Douglas Heffington, 7/
Elyce Helford, Fusld

Robert Holwzclaw, [l

OUTSTANDING
ADVISORS FOR THE
COLLEGE OF
LIBERAL ARTS

Jimmie Cain, /.
Lon Nuell, 1
Knris McCusker. //

Richard Pace,

COLLEGE O}
LIBERAL ARTS
SENIOR HONOR
STUDENTS

Nicholas S. Andal
Richard C. Anderson
Heather M. Bowington
Michelle S. Brasher
Allison C. Brownlow
Sarah E. Bryant
Melissa R. Buchanan
Joshua K. Busman
Jason E. Caldwell
Wendell C. Clemons
Ryan P. Darrow
Shelly N. Doyle
Lagena B. Durham
Rachel K. Elkins
Emily E. Frith
Matthew P. Galloway
Stephanie D. Gambill
Christa J. Gates
Cnistina Gomez
Jonathon E. Gower
Hannah P. Green
Jaclyn L. Gross
Paige A. Hall
Desiree J. Hayden
Brian R. Heffron
Thomas R. Hefty
Rebekah A. Hobbs
Gretchen M. Jenkins
Micah L. Johnson
Nathaniel D. Johnson
Julie M. Jorgensen
Shanda L. Kruse
Lindsay D. Kuhn
Andrew T, Lee
Margaret E. Lewis
Elizabeth C. Linton
Eric W. Little
Suzanne M. Luter
Laurie M. Lynn
Summer D. Maness
Clair M. Marshall
Brittany A. Martin
Natalie E. Martin
Scott J. McAnally
Byron T. McQuain
Erin F Meaker
Brittney M. Mebane
Matthew S. Nelson
Joseph T. Neumann
Cherise N. O'Connell
Matthew R. Ogles
Brandon T. Palma
Anna G. Parker
Anita K. Patterson
Tad D. Peterson
Candes V. Prewirt
Jessalynn G. Price
Daniel L. Pujol
Caleb D. Raymer
Paul M. Richards
Christopher B. Robison
Erica L. Roe Fehrman
Stephen J. Russell
Kimberly N. Senter
Dana E. Shotwell
Grace M. Stevenson
Caleb S. Stewart
Kelly E. Stewart
Elissa M. Stuart
Jason E. Thaggard
Elizabeth Tucker
Julie A. Upshaw
Dennis M. VanDyke
Katherine B. Vaughn
Natalya S. Vaughn
Joshua D. Wagner
Stephanie D. Weaver
William E. Wood

OTHER AWARDS

Scholar’s Week Poster Winners
m Laberal Arts

I Place Graduate

Dayron Deaton, Suwlugy
Ron Aday: Gaculty mentor
Title: Older Fomale Inmates View
of Deatlh: T he /_'._//u.' uof Health and
l‘../lu,‘l'/' -/l/:' Lssues

Tuesday, April 22, 2008

Middle Tennessee State University

2*¢ Place Graduate
Catherine Jones & Leah
Mittelmeier, gl

\lison Smith, Geulty mentor
Title: Collaboration Squared:

I fxpurnment i Colluboratie

. ‘
Pedugogy Betioeen “Tien Compusition

feachers

3 Place Graduate
Alicja Kutyla,
Biolegy ~ FASR Team

Hugh Bermaman, faculty mentor

Title: Cuanshot Residue on Bone
ays a Potential hidicator of Gunshot
Lrenena i the Absenee of a Bullet

1" Place Undergraduate
Dean Andrews,

/", ',-‘ al W Wit

Clhvde Willis, Lacultv mentor
Title: Individual Rishts and the

Presudent’s Miltary "Tribunal Svstem

2°! Place Undergraduate
Marjorie Gombert,

Coeonscience

\Meh [ aobwecior

Cuiny menton
Title: Pollution in

i Place Undergraduate
Salina Branson-Carll,

Fitle

Monica Brown

Arlo Hall

Kenneth Lovertt, 1
AR1

Scholarship for Art Ma
Randy Purcell
Emily Ragland

Il NMontgonmer

\ll monrtal Scholarsh
Nemanja Caviovic
Chaales N By
Schokarsd 1P

Sarah Sullivan

i{ \(lll{ |\'<v342 Schola ||:;>
Dale Meier

Rebecca Rodgers

Jessica Galligani
Chardes and O L
Scholarship

Rachel Bonham

Lani Asuncion

Jer \ita

Hannah Green

Cnistina Gomez
Danvad G ToeDous Sel st
Antonio Marble

HIVE Merit Aw

Jeremy Braden

Erin Chumley

ENGLISH
Rachard C. ane
Vireina Peck A
1/. { o

Fil

Jayne Andrews

Kirsten Boatwright
Adam Cottle

Collin Davey

Jonathan Mauldin
Elizabeth Renneisen
Aaron Shapiro

”n“) Tiplnn

Stephanie Weaver
Chnstine NVaughan Schobasd |
Lindsav Shaw

N\ Derryvby \
Sehiakars]

Jason Caldwell
Donna Jackson
Lacy Welker
Willinn R- W (:
Wnting Award
Holly Tiptor
Collin Olson
Cassandra Bishop

" Emilee S. LeClear

Nicole Guertin
FOREIGN LANGUAGES
& LITERATURES
Oustanding Student

m German Award

Alison Carden

Outstandme Student
i Spanish Award
Guerline Evariste

Eric Little

Wera Howard Award
Victoria High

June Hall McCash Award
Claire Marshall
GEOSCIENCES

Gem and Mineral Schalarship
Richard Anderson

Jennifer Pickering

* James Union Building -

L’.’.')’(Ipm

Oustanding
Geography Student
Paul Wiles
Charles Agin

Oustanding Geole ey Student

Eric Coburn

Estwing Rock Hanmer Award
Aaron Mayfield

HISTORY

|‘.r|l('\| i {( " I‘)l'l
Undergraduate Scholarship
Rebekah Weiler

Ryan Darrow
Julie Jorgensen

I'helma Jennings
Graduate Scholarship

Tara White

Felward and Eileen Jennings
Undergraduate Scholarship

Walt Trapnell

Bart MeCash Scholarship
Angela Smith

Brian Hackett

Virgil Statom

Phi Alpha Theta Pi
Sigma Chapter

Spring 2008 Members
Thomas Clepper
LaGena Durham
Brian Griffith
Tammy Harder
Broadus Maples
Scott McAnally
Savannah McCulloch
Matthew Ogles
Keith Schumann
Wendy Rau

SCHOOL OF MUSIC

Ontstanding

\chievement
n - lrumpet

Preston Bailey

Marcus Brooks

st
1 Homn

Sean Donovan

line Achievemem

COatstandime Achievement
1 “ FOHssHOn

Matt Jordan
Oustandimge Achievement
n Woodwind Perdormance
in Flute

Kaue Howard

Outstanding Achievement in

Instrumental Music Educaton

Brandon Hill
Outstanding Achievement
Nl /Geeneral NMusic

Education

Laura Gilson
Ohutstanding Achievement
n Music Histon

Joshua Busman
Ohtstanding Achievernent
i Graduate Stuches

Jonathan Wright

Michael Jenner

Outstanching Achievement
i Guitar Performance
Silviu Ciulei
Oustanding Achievement
i String Perfornuance
Evan Barker
Peter Wallace
Ohnstanding Achicvement
in Prno
Andrew Haselden
Ontstanding Achievement
1 I.l,"/ Stuchics
Martthew Galloway
Outstemnding Achievement in
I, Saxophone Pecormance
Jason McVey
Onstanding Achievement
Nosacad Con IpOSHIon
Joshua Busman
POLITICAL SCIENCE
Lo Parks Awaod
Natalya Vaughn
C.CL Sims Awand
Clay Franais
John W, Burgess Award
Gretchen Jenkins

Jack Justin Turner Award
Elizebeth Tucker
Mentonous Service Award
Angela Feeney

SOCIAL WORK

Glona H. Kimmel
Outstandimg Stucdent Awand
Claudia Martn

Dale Robert Seime Awaad
Tony Carter

Mavian Clok Scholarship
Tony Carter

Robert Chance

April Dalton

Shelly Doyle

Meagan Humbert
Amber Hyde

Susan Jones

lennessee Room

Manan Clark Scholarshap ‘cont.
Sarah Kirby

Rose Leach

Yoland Marable
Caretia Merriweather
Janay Moreland
Sherry Newhouser
Natasha Nunley
Daphne Page

Patricia Ritchey

Abby Roark

Kelly Stewart

Lemuel White
Heather Zindars

SOCIOLOGY &
ANTHROPOLOGY

Joe Ramsey Leatherman
Award

Mallory Melton

Clayton James Scholarship
Kisha Ledlow

Lindsey Wozencraft
Jamie Fuston

Marian Clark Scholarship
Christopher Dial
Kisha Ledlow

Tara Lee

Jodi Stewart

SPEECH & THEATRE
Dorethe Tucker Scholarship
Sarah Fye

Alli Scott

Dustin Napier

Page Hall

Jayme Smith

Richie Smith Memorial
Scholarship

Amanda Walker

Ian Hunt

Clayton Hawes Scholarship
Brandon Gwinn

David and Sandra Walker
\«‘hnl;u\llip

Jamin Simms
Amber Drake
Robert Lewis
Dwayne Gibbs
Robert Aden Memonal
Scholarship

Dustin Napier
Justin Bourdet

Ian Hunt

David and Janice Arnold
Scholarship

Susan Gray

Chelsea Beaty
Samantha Delk

Kav Garrard Academic
Leadership in Communication
Disorders Awanrd

Nicole Payne

Naveen “Seott™ Pejaver
Memonal Scholarship

Heather Thoe
Caroline Sanderson
Shelley Snyder

JC Moore

Courtney Williams
Karrissa Doyal

Dale E. MeGilhard
Scholarship

Daniel Joyce

Melanie Stacy

Clinical Excellence Award

Clifton Hancock
Lauren Busby

Exemplary Student in Com-
nnnucations Disorders Award
Kasey Siemmsen
Excellence in Choreography
Kaleena DeVar
Outstanding Performance in
Dance at Amencan College
Dance Festival

Hilary Walker

Steven Tate

Grace Stevenson

Jessica Cavender

,\th l l~ v“.uul l)‘lllu
Scholarship

Grace Stevenson

Faith Stevenson

Outstanding Student in
Leadership Studies
Margaret Lewis

Outstanding Junior in
Onrgamizanonal Commumicaton
Nicholas Palmer

Cherise O’Connell

Outstanding Semor i
Orgnizatonal Comnumication
Laura Davidson
Cynthia Morgan
Leigh Piper

Laurie Lynn

Academic Achicvement
Award in Orgamizational
Communcition
Jessalynn Price
Katherine Cook
Brandon Palma

Community Service in
Organizational Conmumication
Brecia Martin
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‘The Paper’ does not do journalism justice

“Journalists are the most
important part of the
world.”

At least we are according
to Amanda Lorber, editor in
chief of the Cypress Bay High
School newspaper The Cir-
cuit. Amanda and her staff
are the new focus of MTV’s
“The Paper,” a reality show
about life in a newsroom.

There’s only one prob-
lem: it isn’t a newsroom; it’s
a high school class. No self-
respecting newspaper would
allow any external media to
chronicle the unimportant,
uninteresting and irrelevant
events that transpire within
their work area.

Journalists exist to relay
the news. Obviously, dra
matic antics will pop up ev-
ery now and again, but these
scenarios exist in any work-
ing environment. The only
important and noteworthy
thing about a newspaper and
its staff is the final product
placed on the stands.

With this in mind, The
Circuit staff forgot one of the
most basic rules of our in
dustry — we are not the story.
Journalists don't exist to be
the stars of a reality show; we
exist to deliver strong, factu-
al, entertaining and interest

ing news to our audience.

It’salready difficult enough
to be a doctor or lawyer with
shows like “Grey’s Anatomy”
and “Law and Order.” People
develop a disillusioned view
of these careers and expect
every ER doctor to be sleep-
ing with a nurse and every
lawyer to have high profile
murder cases.

Hopefully, the general au-
dience for these shows can
tell the difference between
reality and fantasy, but it

still warps the perceptions of

these career fields. We begin
to expect certain actions and
events from doctors, nurses,
police officers and even jour
nalists. Because of this, in-
dustries that should be held
in high respect are reduced
to primetime soaps.

The unfortunate staff of
The Circuit has entered itself
into the worst genre of televi
sion possible, because every
one loses in a reality show

Most of these journalistic
hopefuls screwed their
reers in the verv [ I
After their last issue under
the “old” editor in chief, the
staff celebrated wit Ouse
p.ll’.\ that 1included a1
involving ping-pong balls,

red plast

Yeah, Whatever
Andy Harper

terious unseen liquid. Two of

the show’s characters, Trevor
Ballard and Giana Pacinelli,
sneaked upstairs for some
“alone” time.

Not to say high school
students are required to be
“innocent,” but Web sites
like Facebook and MySpace
already cause future employ-
ees trouble. The first episode
of this show is basically like
‘Minors Gone Wild.”

Irue, these high school
staffers could have been
drinking water or sparkling
ider. Trever and his girl-
riend Giana could have
just gone upstairs to talk or

snuggle. But doubt ftuture

emplovers will view then
tions as such

The second
this reality show
the form of charact

sination.

Activism needs to attract
students, not bore them

By ERIC FIELDS
Guest Columnist

I'm writing in response
to "Activism Requires More
than Dance-Offs” by Burch
Glover. I am with Students
for a democratic Society
and was quoted in Michael
Stone’s original article.

There are several factual
claims (not opinions) that
are simply incorrect. I'll
address things in the order
they appear in the article.

1. SDS did not write the
first Sidelines article about
us, and we did not “sign on”
to it or even read it before
it was published. I thought
the article was good, but any
complaint against it is not a
complaint against SDS.

2. Glover claims we are
“a bunch of C-average stu-
dents.” This is both juvenile
and demonstrably false.

3. SDS does not have
“ringleaders.” We are fully
democratic and non-hier-
archical. This was described
in the first article.

4. Our parents are quite
diverse and are not all hip-
pies who protested the Viet-
nam War. My parents were
Baptist Republicans, for ex-
ample. In any case, we have
our own beliefs and reasons
for the activism we do, inde-
pendent of our parents.

5. We have clear and de-
tailed ideas of what we be-
lieve. Some of the most po-
litically knowledgeable and
well-read people you will
ever meet are in SDS.

The idea that we are igno-
rant or do not understand
what we stand for could
only be held if you have

MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY

IDELINES

never talked to most of our
members. If you do you may
find that you disagree with
us, but you will not find that
we don’t know what we're
talking about.

6. Our members know
varying degrees of privilege,
but it is true that we are all
quite privileged relative to
most people in the world.
In fact, most of our politi-
cal position is built on an
understanding of this privi-
lege and the desire to build a
more equal world.

7. Glover is. correct that
it is not 1969. This is one of
the only facts he gets right in
his entire article.

[ will not address our rea-
sons for opposing the war.
Unlike Glover, we don’t be-
lieve that arguments for or
against the war can be given
in a few sentences about
Sept. 11. It is a complicated
topic and to discuss it prop-
erly would take much more
space than I have here.

Overall, Glover’s article
was little more than a list
of factually incorrect state-
ments thrown together in
a not-particularly-coherent
manner along with opinions
that show that his reasoning
abilities are about as poor as
his fact-checking.

That being said, | feel
like I should also address
the protest itself as there is
apparently some concern
about it, even among those
that oppose the war.

We didn’t think that pro-
testing with a handful of
people on MTSU campus
would end the war, obvious-
ly. Our goal was to do some-
thing visible and interesting
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on campus that would add
to the increasingly anti-wai
atmosphere in this country.

The dancing part
simply an attempt to do
something nontraditional
and different. Yes, it prob-
ably won't change anything,
and vyes, it is silly in a way.
But that doesn’t mean voic-
ing opposition to the war is
not worth doing and doing
in an interesting way.

We could have held a pan
el or talk on why we oppose
the war, and it would have
been more informative.
But in our experience these
things tend to draw only a
handful of people.

In contrast, our protest
was observed by thousands
of MTSU students. It was
our hope that this would
bring more attention to the
anti-war movement. The
majority of the country now
opposes the war, according
to surveys. But are they do
ing anything about it?

It will certainly take more
than a handful of students
protesting to end the war.
But when it is difficult even
to get more students to join
a protest, how can we be ex
pected to do anything larger
or more effective?

We are fighting for a bet
ter world. Maybe we don't
always do it perfectly, but
activism is a constant strug-
gle to do better. If you have
ideas on how we could im-
prove the fight, we would
love for you to join us.

was

Eric Fields is a senior educa-
tional and behavioral science
major and can be reached at

ec2f@mtsu.edu.
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Amandais a self-righteous,
obnoxious know-it-all who
sends her staff into rage at
the sound of her voice. She’s
about as well-equipped to
lead a publication as a first-
year med student is to per-
form heart surgery. Amanda
may know the mechanics, but
she lacks the grace to direct
her nurses and the finesse to
keep the patient alive.

The managing editor is
anything but. Alex Angert
is a sheepish, two-faced
mediator between the big,
bad editor and his unhappy
peers. Instead of plotting to
overthrow a leader who can-
not be fired by the staff, he
should be concentrating on
assisting Amanda in making
the newspaper the best pos-
sible publication. Although,
with Amanda’s obvious con-
trol issues, it’s unlikely she’ll
actually let Alex do his job.

Trevor and Giana ap-
parently didn’t get enough
“alone” time during the
house party, because the

only time vou see either of
‘ in the season preview,
groping each other

1ies in spring.
Brock is a lot less
in his name im-

first time this

The finer things...

overdramatic queen of ad-
vertising throws a tantrum
in a real newsroom, he’ll be
fired. Being passed up for
editor in chief is a major let
down, but for Adam to drop
to his knees and cry in agony,
in the middle of a hallway
surrounded by his coworkers
extinguished any respect his
peers had for him.

Scratch that; throwing pa-
pers down during produc-
tion and yelling, “You don't
see what they do, why can’t
you see what I see?” and
storming out of the room in
a huff of his own awesome-
ness looks to be the final nail
in a coffin designated for Ad-
am’s professionalism.

If anything, Rhonda Weiss
is the only victim in this
poorly-acted  melodrama.
Rhonda, the adviser for The
Circuit, plays the role of the
overstressed mother-figure
bent on pleasing everyone.
Too bad her children are un-
ruly and unappeasable, too
caught up in their own am-
bitions, wants and needs to
find a place of compromise,
ethics and integrity.

These potential future
pillars of the journalism

Buddy finally deals with his problems

IheFinerThingsComics{@yahoo.com

FROM THE

Jeremy Ball
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Safer sex education helps
prevent disease, pregnancy

paid a

[rojan Condoms
visit to our campus this past
week to promote safer sex
pretty ¢ood 1dea onswder
il]g lennessee ranks low on
the 2007 Trojan Sexual R
port Card

What's that
MTSU placed in the bot
tom 10 of the 139 colleges
ranked in the nation. Which
is a travesty considering the
multiple options available
for safe, responsible sex.

Our campus health clinic
has a women’s clinic that
provides condoms, afford-
able birth control and sexu-

worsce S
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transmitted infection

'he main clinic also
provides STI tests for males.

It takes a lot of hard work
to play. Anyone who has
an active sex life should be
working hard to ensure that
they also have a safe sexual
life.

Theissue of safe sex doesn’t
come down to whether sex
is morally sound. No one
should be prosecuted for
having sex, whether casual
or in a meaningful rela-
tionship. What is worthy of

ally

[ests

EDITORIAL, PAGE 7

Comm. News
Dan Portter*
sistate@mtsu.edu

Assist. Features
Katey Coil
slfash@mitsu.edu

Adviser
Steven Chappell
schappel@mtsu.edu

FAGES
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CROWD

in 2007, MTSU
was ranked in the
bottom 10 out of
139 universities
in terms of sex
health resources.
Do you think
Thursday’s visit by
Trojan Condoms’
‘““Evolve” bus tour
will help?

Opinions
Jessica Laven*
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Cox
‘“" NO.”

Andrew Cox, senior
electronic media pro-
duction

|
‘ Klagstad
|

“The people we need

to protect against this

will not flock to a big

. bus in front of every-
one who can see what
they are doing. It needs
to be more [discreet].”

I

I

Clea Klagstad, sopho-
more biology

Mason

“I don’t think it can do
anything but help. It
provides protection and
education about protec-
tion.”

Brian Mason, senior
| business administration

Onitsuka

“It will probably be
up to the people. To
protect yourself, you
have to have a strong
mind and say ‘I have to
wear a condom.” Don’t
' do random people you
don’t know.”

Kei Onitsuka, senior
| accounting
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Question 3: Define
the concept of
carbon dating

TWO CARBONS, HAVING
A MUTUAL ATTRAC-
TION, ENGAGE IN
COURTSUIP TUAT

“Last-Ditch Effort

Tohn Kroes

EDITORIAL

FROM PAGE 6

judgment is the irresponsi-
bility of sexually active indi-

practices is the social stigma
that comes from the actual

They might be ashamed to
purchase protection or set up
necessary medical checkups.

The situation can be simi-
lar for men. Buying con-
doms in the middle of a
crowded Wal-Mart can seem
like an invasion of privacy.
But if anyone’s character is
judged for being responsible
enough to protect them-
selves and their partner, the
only verdict is that person is

well as men, is the pregnancy
While safe sex holds
no perfect guarantee against

scare.

ways be present, no matter
what the situation, being less
responsible only increases
the pregnancy fear.

Of course, abstinence is

always an option. But unless

e \ e Ay OFLLhoN - A
°hrat e 14 5 No+ O ’ 22y ; T ~ S et S X
.k it~ ) / viduals who willfully ignore a vow of celibacy is taken
; ak. o0 [[ont A .u./r\ me f‘ 01 e < pe . e : '
uke 1rees Soax up fan- g\,(,//vj.‘/‘ T3 E ARTH DAY ' P 52 AL >Pend their responsibility to them-  even people who choose to
Water, makmg (oo \ess ;:’,/.i vl Thy! -(‘? “ "/ " .\ [1Ctendiny selves and their partner. remain abstinent for what-
/, Y ] A U (B0 100 8 ) (& ,/-.”,.u‘ 4 Lo - P i ~ S v 2 e
Seve (’?} and | it5 no: | te ([Bum down O AR Ao, L One })f'lht biggest prob- ever reason should be pre
hey o o e S -/7 nmenyl  _— lems facing safer sexual paring themselves through

education on products and
medical checkups for a fu-

ayf Or (m‘ *L ng. act of sex, particularly re- ture sexual life.
MUK | ~x 1.1 garding women. A common misconception
: « W ’5 //’/ o More often than not, is when companies like Tro-
\\ ~—~ . women find themselves jan appear their sole mission
N >4 in pru.nmu\ situations of is to promote active sexual
| whether it is morally and so-  lifestyles. This isn’t the case.
it . i1 of cially acceptable to have sex.  Trojan is only interested in

protecting their consumer
base, and maybe adding a
few new clients when they
start having sex.

We think that even Tro-
jan would agree that no one
should have sex until they
are ready — mentally, physi-
cally, emotionally and med-
ically. The ideal situation is
that intercourse be between
a partner you know and
trust.

intelligent. Even if sex is just casual,
N Another major fear for we need to lessen the risks
sexvally active women, as of spreading disease and ac-

cidental pregnancy. No one
should have to suffer for
someone else’s recklessness.

| pregnancy, it does decrease We need to educate our-
the chances of conception. selves and practice safer sex,
And while the fear could al- or not have sex at all.
LETTER To THE EDITOR - ‘PAPER’ could be responsible, tal-
ented, journalistically at-
TaXing mariiuana untaxed g x FROM PAGE 6 tuned,  career-ambitious
controlle Id not happen. De individuals, but at the end
wou|d pUt d Stop Bec iders know of anyon industry have shamed the of the season, none of those
tO hal‘der dl‘llgS illegal has been offered a free bottle very job they wanted to im-  qualities matter. Because
nals (crin of whiskey, rum or vodka mortalize. And worse, they in the end, no newspaper
I’'m writing about your re-  other, much mor ngerous  when legally buying beer or havedragged theirowngood wants to use a byline tat-
centonline poll question: “Do  drugs like cocaine and meth-  wine? [ don't either. ames through the mud, tered with a mixture of
you think marijuana should amphetamine), and they of- If we regulate, control, and ‘ nd a good name is one of mud and shame.
be legalized? (4-17-08). ten offer free samples of the tax the sale and production T La ¢ most prized processions
It seems to me that you more dangerous drugs to of marijuana, we close the Monday and Thursda ' ournalist can own. Andy Harper is a senior
asked thewrongquestion. The their marijuana customers. gateway to hard drugs. Sorkg e s oy The pleon [o be fair, these high journalism major and. can
question should be: Should Thus the so-called “gateway A school students could be  be reached at sah3u@mtsu.
marijuana remain completely effect.” Kirk Muse, Mesa, AZ ° Sidelines or M imazing  people. They edu.
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New hope comes for a student battling a chronic illness

By SARAH LAVERY

Features Editor

I've already memorized
each poster on the wall of this
doctor’s office.

[ know the one with the de
tailed picture of the gastroin
testinal track like the back of
my hand.

Liver. Gallbladder. Pancre-
atic duct. Transverse colon.
[leum.

I've already pointed out
each disorder on the poster
that 1| Already
stood up close to look at the
images of strange bumps, ul-
ceric wounds. Already point-
ed out each one that | have.

A breeze is hitting the win-

I'he colors outside are

suffer from.

\1()\\2
just starting to turn green
with early signs of spring. The
people walking throughout
Nashville’s Hillsboro Village
look happy, energized by the
budding warm weather.

But in this room, the air
conditioner is turned down
pcrpclu.lll\' too low. Aside
from a lonely, sophomoric
painting of a sailboat, the
room is drab. Everything is a
putrid shade of cream.

And all
wait.

This visit to the Vanderbilt
Digestive Disease Center isn't
out of the ordinary. It’s a new
doctor, one whom [I've only
met a handful of times after

growing too old for the pedi

there is to do is

atric wing.

But I've grown so used to
the waiting, the bad news, the
pleas to try this new medicine
or join that new medical re-
search study. I've become so
inured to it that these visits
barely make me nervous.

My mom sits next to me, her
eyes slowly closing and open-
ing, her hands folded politely
on her lap.

She’s used to all this, too.

The quiet hum of the ster-
ilized hallways, the intermit-
tent yelps from patients who
just had some blood drawn,
the hurried footsteps of doc-

tors and nurses walking past
the door—the sounds almost
feel like home.

My finally walks
in, a nurse trailing behind
him. He’s carrying a folder of
my records, images from my
colonoscopy the week before.

I barely remember what he
told me after that procedure.
Trying to fight off the rem

doctor

nants of sedation, I struggled
to listen to his words.

Something about stric
llll‘n'\—lhing\ are  worse
couldn’t even finish—steps

need to be taken—bad, bad,
l‘.lti. .

Maybe it’s just that I've
had this disease for so long
I've forgotten what it’s like to
feel normal. Maybe I've for-
gotten how to feel pain. Be
cause | don't, at the moment,
feel all that terrible. I've felt
worse. Things could always
be worse.

I wasn’t expecting it at all.

My mom and | were even
smiling, joking about how
hungry we were, where we
were going to go out for lunch
after the appointment.

But the doctor’s not smil
ing.

After taking a deep breath,
he looks so squarely into my
eyes that I can’t help but look

down.

“Sarah,” he tells me, “vou
need an ostomy. Now.”

I was diagnosed with

Crohn’s discase when [ was 10
years old. | wasn’t getting any
taller or gaining any weight.
My stomach pain was becom-
ing intolerable.

My family knew something
was wrong.

We ignore my
Murfreesboro pediatrician
the one who said I was just

chose to

being dramatic.

Several intrusive tests later,
| was given a more concrete
ANSWer.

Crohn’s  disease—named
after Dr. Burrill B. Crohn, the
Mount Sinai Hospital phy-
sician who pinpointed the

Inflammatory Bowel
Disease Quick Facts

* In 1987, it was
estimated that 300,000
to 500,000 people in
America suffered from
Inflammatory Bowel
Disease (including
Crohn’s disease and
ulcerative colitis), ac
cording to the U.S
Department of Health
and Human Services
Two to 6 new cases
were found per 100,000
people.

* More recent data e
timates that as many
one million American:
have IBD—with that
number evenly split be
tween Crohn's disease
and ulcerative colitis

» Males and females
appear to be affected

enually
eliects ol the disease
chronic disorder that causes

inflammation of the diges
tive or gastrointestinal tract
Crohn’s and a related disease,
ulcerative colitis, are the two
main discase categories that
belong to a larger group of
illnesses called inflammatory
l\n\\‘n‘] lll\\"l\k'.

I have both.

Both have

i”llt'\\\'\ one

\[H‘H:J. tk'.lllll(' i” CcOmmon:
They are marked by an ab-
normal the
body’s immune system. The
immune

Various

response by
system  comprises
cells and proteins,
protect the
body from infection. But in
people with Crohn’s discase,
the immune system reacts in-

appropriately.

which normally

Researchers believe that the
immune system mistakes mi

crobes, such as bacteria that

« Crohn's disease
may occur in people

of all ages, butitis
primarily a disease of
adolescents and young
adults, affecting mainly
those between 15 and
35. However, Crohn's
disease can also occur
in people who are 70
or older and in young

children as well

» In fact, 10 percent
ftl e affected—or an
mated 100,000-are
the age of 18
- f nan
qw\t-s;f— 10 ave !'j:!-".
tocols in place to deal

with the unpredictability

that comes with chror
lisease wher

dents come 10 the

course

¢stin I (

ng subst 1est
launch an ong i |
ind in the process, the body

sidists Rl | |
sends wnite blood cells into

the lining of the intestines,

produce

where they chronic
inflammation.

Because Crohn'sisa chronic
discase, sufferers go through
periods during which the
discase ftlares up. I'hese L‘[‘i-
followed by times

periods in

\(nit‘\ arg
of  remission
which symptoms disappear
or decrease and good health
returns.

In the worst cases, Crohn’s
and colitis can result in the
need for ostomy surgery, in
which entire parts of the intes-
tine or colon are removed—
in my case, | was told, perma-

nently.
A\ small bag is put on the

outside of the skin to func-
tion as the colon. It has to be
emptied every few hours.

For some, such a surgery is
1 lifesaver. Most learn to live
full, normal, happy lives with
an ostomy bag.

But I'd rather survey my
options

And .llli\nkl}ih consider
tble progress has been made
in IBD research, investigators
know the

Studies indicate that the in-

still don’t cause.

flammation in IBD involves
a complex interaction of fac

the
the
system and something in the
environment

tors: the genes person

has inherited, immune

Maybe I got it because my
mother’s sister had ulcerative
dad’s tather

colitis and my

"“nf* 'w\'hﬂ\kil\ﬁ.l\k Mavbe |

ot it because 1 am an Amer
opceal descent
1al 1S foutr
1. .1
[ IREY 10
¢ genceral
n OO
ILUre
i 1
IS SC. VL
{
) TTEUTC
{§
( Lre CVer
hidden | hin 1
NIAACI DENNC
sSpPers and  discominture.
] ! |
s a disease that a lot of peo

ple feel ashamed to claim as
1}1\H own
My good friends all know
about my health problems, of
course. Colleagues eventually
find out.
\Il\i

quaintances, people vou feel

then there are ac

squeamish admitting  your
health problems to. Teachers.

Employers. Boyfriends

And strangers—the ones
who don’t need to know
[ake, for example, family

acquaintances—people who
much to my humiliation, of
ten get an earful about my
Lil\k'.l\('.

| was visiting my mom at
work a few weeks ago when
she decided to tell a u)”c‘l\ulln
about my impending ostomy

surgery.

Just as my cheeks promptly
turned a bright shade of red,
the woman proudly lifted up
the bottom of her shirt to re-
veal an ostomy bag.

Like her, I'm tired of feeling
embarrassed. Or ashamed.

The starchy, hospital bed
sheets feel like sandpaper
against my skin. I'm no
stranger to hospitals, but I am
to this one.

I'm in an unfamiliar city—
Cleveland, Ohio—surround-
ed by unfamiliar faces.

['hey wouldn’t let my mom
leave the waiting room. And
even at 21 years old, it’s one
of those moments where you
just don’t want to be alone.

My room divider isn’t com-
pletely closed. A woman lies
across from me, her stomach
moving up and down with
deep breaths, her hand clutch-
ing her sheet.

I watch a doctor come in
and greet her. He asks about
her medical history. She tells
him she has an ostomy bag
because of diverticulosis.
High blood pressure. Liver
problems. Arthritis.

I've been waiting in this re-
covery room to start my pro-
cedure for at least an hour.
Waiting is putting my nerves
on edge—each second that
cach time the thin
divider rustles with
a passing doctor, my heart
thumps a little louder.

But I'm still waiting.

2005 l\\,

room

Back home, my personal
physicians have strongly rec-
ommended a colostomy sur-
Fhey say my Crohn’s
has caused too much damage,
['here’s really no other \hoizc_
\ simpler procedure could
work, they told me. A surgeon
could perform asstricture dila-
tion procedure, gently stretch-
Ing the many n.n'rm\'ings that

acry.

proliferate my intestines,
But they decided that my case
is too bad. It's gone too far.

CROHN'S, PAGE 9
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So, in March 2008, 1 went
to the best ht)\‘pild] for gas-
troenterology in the country,
the Cleveland Clinic, for a
second opinion. There I was
told that I'm not a lost cause.
A simpler procedure could be
possible.

My new doctor is a na-
tive of China, his English
riddled with a heavy accent.
He doesn’t boggle his words
down with flowery senti-
ment. He simply told me that
I'm “too young” for an osto-
my and that, while this sim-
pler procedure can be risky,
I'm safe with him.

“With other doctors,” he
says, “chance of perforation
during the procedure is 15
percent. With me, one per-
cent.”

But I have a hard time
trusting doctors.

Alone and scared, my
thoughts are becoming more
and more frenzied. The
thought of something going
wrong in a city that isn't my
home, the thought of hav-
ing to return to Vanderbilt,
to hear my doctor say, “I told
you so,” the thought of emer
gency surgery, of the knife
slipping, of my intestines per-
forating.

I just want to get it over
with. I want to stop waiting.

A nurse
wheel me away, apologizing
for making me stay in the re-
covery room for so long.

finally comes to

My doctor is already in the
room waiting for me. He al-
ready has his latex gloves on.

He sees that I'm crying-
the waiting really did get to
me—and tries to ease my
fears

“I've already done three of
these procedures today,” he
says.

I ask him what’s the worst
that can happen.

My intestines could per-
forate, he says. Then they

would take me to emergency
surgery.

“But only one percent. One
percent.”

As he speaks, another doc-
tor injects me with sedation.
My eyelids get heavy. My
body gets heavier. I can feel
myself falling asleep, but I try
to fight it. 'm too nervous.
I want to be awake if some-
thing goes wrong.

My doctor back home told
me this simpler procedure
was nearly impossible for
someone like me. The stric-
tures were too severe.

I can hear a radio playing.
The doctor and nurses are lis-
tening to Coldplay.

And then—all 1 see is
black.

I'm staring at the same
poster of the gastrointestinal
tract in my doctor’s Vander-
bilt office. Waiting...
ing... waiting...

My stomach growls. | stand
up, walk to one side of the
room, lie down on the exam
ination table. Stand back up.
Read a flyer about a medical
research study.

Waiting. .. waiting...
Inl.',. oo

['he procedure in Cleveland

wait-

walil

couldn’t have gone better. My
strictures have been tempo
rarily widened. I will have to
go back in three months to do
the procedure over again
and every three months after
that, indefinitely, until a bet
ter option becomes

or it stops working

But, for now
getting an ostom

Aside from
rumblings coming fron
stomach, my gut hasn't felt
this at ease in years.

That trip to Cleveland for
a second opinion made me
feel somehow guilty. My doc-
Vanderbilt told me I
needed an ostomy. He told
me that the stricture dilation
procedure wouldn’t work.

But I found someone who
disagreed.

tor at

I’'m not nervous about im-
pending bad news. After all,
there’s nothing my doctor
can tell me, when he finally
decides to open that door,
that can undo what the doc-
tors at the Cleveland Clinic
already did.

I just don’t want to be the
one to tell him. Doctors don't
like to hear that they might
have been wrong.

Someday, I might have to
get an ostomy surgery. If so, |
hope I could learn to live with
it, just like I'm learning to live
with Crohn’s.

But that’s not going to hap-
pen today.

For now, I'm just seeing
how many times I can make
a full circle in my doctor’s
swivel chair without touch-
ing my feet to the ground.

Then the door slowly
opens, and my doctor takes a
seat front of me. He says that
[ look great. Healthy.

[ have a tendency to ramble
when I get nervous. I mum-
ble something about the up-
coming presidential election,
about the traffic, the unsea-
sonably cold weather.

Then 1 tell him
Cleveland.

“Well,” hesays, hiseyebrows
furrowing, “it’s a shame you
had to go all the way out there

about

to do something we could
f’}ks( aone ner .
Vv new medicine, he says,
st have improved the
ctures enough that th
rocedure became possible
vecause when they last

L just wasn't
{e scribbles a signature o1
prescription pad, a refill for
one of my many medications
He wants to see me again in
a couple of months to deter-
mine when I'll need my next

procedure.

I reach out to shake his
hand. We're both forcing
smiles.

He’s a good doctor. One of
the best in the region.

But at Cleveland, it’s only
one percent. One percent.
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‘Midnight at the Dragon Café
is a fast-paced family drama

By JESSICA LINDNER
Contributing Writer

In the 315 pages it takes
to reach this novel’s ending,
there is tragedy, treachery
and little love. The love that’s
there is tangled and twisted
and all the wrong kind.

Judy Fong Bates’ (China
Dog: And Other Tales from a
Chinese Laundry) first novel,
Midnight at the Dragon Café
(Counterpoint, $14), chron-
icles the life of an immigrant
Chinese and their
restaurant in the small town
of Irvine, right outside of To-
ronto, in 1957. Through the
the voungest

Su-Jen, the

family

vesand voice ol

farm T s bver

oduced to the

rant
111

fam

1 strange

oreign tongue,

ind strug

Chinese

traditions 1 1I¢ New coun

trv ot Gul

Su-Jen 1s onlv six vears old

when she arrives. She is gi

en the
nie, quuLl\ masters the Ei

lish ].Hl‘glu,\\ ind :‘3.:. vitl

the Engli

at school

M""! 1dn

sh-speaking
Over the
time-length of
integrates hersell

into the (

that the distance bety
her and the rest of the famil
widens into a yawning can

anadian cultur

yon, impossible to bridg
tle more
than a spectator on the sidc

lines, remarking on t

Su-Jen becomes it
he daily
routine at the Dragon Cal
the steady flow of regular
customers and the
everyday tasks that mal

the running of a restaura
She comments on her pai
crumbling
her mother’s love

ents Marriage
affair with
her stepson and the oppres
sive, threatening silence that
hangs over the family like

storm cloud.

Su-Jen talks about the love
she has for her new culture
and the longing she has to
fit in with her peers. But
there will always be a bar-
rier blocking her from being
a true Canadian-born girl,
no matter how opalescent or
thin it may be.

“But whenever | was in the
alley and tried to separate the
tangle of branches to catch a
closer glimpse of what lay
on the other side, 1 ended
up with scratches, fine white
Su-Jen
Here, there is already
a symbol of this barrier, as

lines on my arms,”

Savs.

Su-Jen tries to see into the
perfect gardens and perfect
lives of her English-speaking
neighbors

Although the reader direct
lv enters into Su-Jen’s mind,
ind sees everything from her

1

point of view, Su-Jen nevita-
ound

o narrate

fades 1into the ?v.uhu
onlv there
ragic H\\j\i\Lk'i”Ltl\i]\“”-l

nvelopes her family. For

ntral character, her

ersonalitv is bland and one¢
y rhaps this impres
ormed because there

xternal description of

len, no other character to
dimension

and perhaps because

¢ SCribe on H’\!
LO ;i'\l
the reader is stuck inside her,
prepubescent mind the \\nnk
1

['he real heroine of the

wvel 1s Su-len’s mother,
[ai-ling. Bates has crafted
1er nto an  ¢legant caged
gress, trapped in a coun

she doesn't understand,

trapped in the daily monoto

nv of working in the caté and
trapped with a husband she
neither loves nor respects.

around

I\-“\\‘»_

Lai-Jing

throughout the novel, sob

bing over her plight and voic-
ing her unhappiness: “Day in,
day out, it's work and more:
work. Nothing ever changes.
You begin to feel like the.
walking dead.” It’s no wonder
that when her stepson arrives,
she pounces on him, sits with
him outside in the darkness
of night, smoking cigarettes
and falling in love. She is ea-
ger tor something to break the
dullness, eager to love and be’
loved, indifferent to her fami-
ly’s pain. Selfish yes, but brave
and bold for chasing down’
one glimmer of happiness in
her bleak existence.

he rest of the characters
are nowhere near as strong
as Lai-Jling and are more like;
the hard-
working father-husband, the
rebellious  brother-son and
the sweet dimpled friends
who pass in and out of Su-
Jen's life.

stock characters:

Bates  writes masterful
prose, simple and to the
point. Her writing is not

bogged down with senseless
metaphors or heavy with de-
scriptive passages that drag
on unnecessarily. She weaves
Chinese words into the story,
which allow the reader to get
an in-depth peck into this im-
migrant family’s inner circle.

Bates may not mold Su-Jen
into a terribly solid character,
but she does bestow her with
a strong narrative voice that
makes the novel fast-paced
and easy to read. Bates herself
came to Canada from China
as a young girl and lived in
several small towns, which
gives authority and experi-
ence to her words as well.

I'his is a novel about grow-
ing up, growing accustomed
to a place and growing apart.
it is also a novel about a fam-
ly that tries to be perfect, or at
least seem perfect, which is the
same idea every family goes
for, of whatever nationality.

Marshatl
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THE LOWEDOWN

Expectations are high for MT's athletic programs and the

)008-2009 athletic year can be a big step towards cementing their status of being a major player in the Sun Belt Conference and Tennessee.

Suggestions that will make the next year unforgettable

\s of today, students
preparing for final exams
while others have given up
on the semester and saying
to themselves “better luck
next time.” Although I am
getting ready for my finals,
as well, I am also finalizing
my wish list for this uni-
versity.

Normally practice
would be saved for Christ
mas time or for New Years,
but fora Blue Raider fan like
myself, I make all of my re
quests during the summer
time. This is normally the
time of year when athletic
departments sit down at
the round table and come
up with ideas for the next
athletic year. I am here to

my

this

oller suggestions  on
how to make 1t a successful
school year. Keep in mind
El'lutl:;h‘ some of these re
quests require community

involvement as well, not
just the athletic depart
ment.

1. 25,000 — 5,000 — 5,000

Attendance has been an
issue ever since I came on
campus, but I think that
next year will be the year
where we hit some excep-
tional plateaus. The num-

THE LOWEDOWN

Richard Lowe

bers above IC}‘IL'\\'IH the

average attendance I would

like to see for tootball,
men’s and women’s bas-
ketball. Women’s basket-

ball is well on its way and
with the excitement that is
surrounding them for next
season, men’s basketball
can achieve it as well. Foot-
ballis myonlyconcerneven
though it shouldn’t be. We
have the most fan-friendly
home schedule I have seen
in a long time. We have
the Battle of the Palladium
(Troy), an ACC opponent
(Maryland), a nationally
televised

game (Florida
Atlantic),  homecoming

(Louisiana-Monroe), and
North Texas. If you are a
seasoned MT fan then you
know why the North Texas
game is huge. But for the
new fans, it leads me to my

Some of these requests require
community involvement as well,

not just the athletic department.”

next wish.

2. Promote November 21
and 22 like there is no to
morrow!

['he buzz tor this weekene
has already started on the
message boards that follo
MT religiously. Ther
better wav to head into the
Thanksgiving holiday than
to see our men’s basketball
team against the University
of Tennessee on Friday and
our football team playing

North Texas on Saturday
The tailgating should |
gin Thursday morning and
end Sunday night

I honestly believe

Murphy Center cai
sold out for this game just
based on the fact that the
Volunteers will be in the
Murphy Center.
fore you count out the Blue
Raiders, talk to someon
who has been around th
University long enough 1
know what the “Murj
Center Magic” 1s. |
firm believer that

And b

t this
wish. Nine times out of 10
LNnis 1MC Wi D¢ Ll\’\l\k'\i
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uiiding 1 € hane ¢n
wat to people that el
Not the hrst 2000 tans o1
e | ()0 students. By
t. Offer more bus trips to
road games
ter what the over
[Or our fan

rtamn

I'hey can bring an advan-
tage to anyv of our teams.
['his 1s why we should of-
more bus rides to road
he BRAA offers
variety of bus trips dur-
the school vear, but the
ord tends not to \Pl'L\ld to
he students.
\lso, the SGA does their
ual Road Rallies even

LIMCS

the locations seem
to not make any sense. In
the past years, they
traveled to the University
of South Carolina and the
University of Memphis. In
cach year, however, they
traveled to Louisiana-
Monroe in what they have
advertised as their New
Orleans trip. Instead of go-
Ing to games in \\hi\l"l stu-
lent support would be fuel

valrvy, closer in distance,
ind/or the games would be
[roy, Louisville and
to name a tew

ougn

WO

better
[.SU

SGA decides thatitis high
priority to go to Bourbon
St. With Louisiana-Mon
roe visiting Floyd Stadium
this vear and Louisiana-
Lafayette hosting MT on a
Wednesday in December,
it would be nice if the Road
l\'\llli\'\ went to [\‘Hi\\l”\'
[exington, Bowling Green,

or Starkville.

I hCl'L‘ arce also g(md l\.l\—
ketball trips that we can go
on as well. Wait until the
schedule comes out and
plan accordingly.

5. Sell out Reese Smith
Field on Opening Day
2009

For my final wish, I think
it would be fitting if Reese
Smith Field were filled to
capacity for the first game
of the 2009 baseball season.
Quite frankly, they deserve
it. No other team has had
to go through playing a
full season with dirt trucks
behind the dugouts and a
crane sticking out behind
the home plate umpire.
They have played when
the weather is horrible and
have played home games
an hour south from cam-
pus. Not once has a com-
plaint come from Coach

Steve Peterson’s or any of

the players’ mouths. To top
it off, it will be the grand
opening of the newly reno-
vated stadium.

Richard Lowe is a junior
broadcast journalism ma-
jor. He can be reached at
rlowe@mtsutv.org

NBA won’t be balanced until Eastern Conference wises up

It took all of 82 games
for the NBA to finally fig-
ure out which eight teams
would play be squaring off
in the Western Conference
playoffs.

In the east, it took 80
games for the final seed
to be decided. The big dif-
ference? No one outside
of Atlanta cared when
the Hawks clinched the
right to get clobbered by
the Boston Celtics in the
first round. The Golden
State Warriors missed the
postseason with a 48-34
record, which would have
been good enough for the
fourth spot in the east.

What i1s wrong with this
picture?

For years now, the East-
ern Conference has been
little more than a B-league.
In fact, if the NBA were to
throw out the conferences
and just hold a tournament
with the 16 best teams, ten

OUTSIDE

THE POCKET
Chris Martin

teams from the Western
Conference would earn
spots in the postseason.

The Eastern Confer-
ence’s No. 8 seed, the
Hawks, would have missed
the playoffs by four games,
with the 19th-best overall
record, and the No. 6 seed,
Toronto Raptors, would be
the last team to make the
postseason.

The Western Conference
had an exhilarating finish
to the regular season, and

for a while, it looked as
though a team would win
50 games and not make
the playoffs. Compare that
to the East, where three
teams made the postsea-
son despite finishing with
a .500 record or worse.

It’s difficult to find a vi-

able solution to the lack of

balance between the con-
ferences, but much of the
blame (or credit depend-
ing on how it’s viewed)
falls on the front offices
of the clubs. In the west,
teams are just better at
putting together contend-
ers. Just look at the trades
made at this season’s dead-
line. Shaquille O’Neal, Ja-
son Kidd and Pau Gasol
all packed their bags and
headed west, in what has
become an annual event
where the league balances
itself out by putting all the
power west of the Missis-
sippi.

1
Kevin (;
Allen  fre
wolves and S
Eastern Conference
too often let thei top tal
ent move to the other side
of the continent.
Unfortunately,
drafts have compounded
the problem. Last year’s
against-all-odds lotter)
gave the West an even big-
ger advantage when two
of the three worst teams
in the league, the Boston
Celtics and the Milwaukee
Bucks, didn’t land in the
top three, forcing the two
most-heralded prospects
since 2003, the draft that
produced LeBron James,
Carmelo Anthony and

recent

Dwyane Wade, to land on
the Trail Blazers and Son-
ics. Now, the Eastern Con-
ference can look forward to
Greg Oden and Kevin Du-
rant leading their teams to

the tuture.
isn't al-

sult of the West

oblem

top picks, but
propensity for
blowing its picks, ie., the
2005 draft. In that draft,
the Bucks and Hawks had
the first two picks and used
them on Andrew Bogut
and Marvin Williams, re-
spectively. The Jazz and
Hornets thankfully ac-
cepted the consolation
prizes of Deron Williams
and this year’s MVP-can
didate Chris Paul.

The discrepancy carried
over into 2006 when, out of
the I()P~l() Pi(l\\‘ the West
ern Conference landed La-
Marcus Aldridge, Brandon
Roy and Rudy Gay, while
IhQ best the Eastern Con
ference came away with
was Andrea Bargnani,
Tyrus Thomas and Adam
Morrison.

While

ne basts

the Mavericks,

Suns, Lakers, Spurs, Hor-
nets and Jazz are man-
aging their teams to be
competitors, the Eastern
Conterence teams (out-
side of the Celtics, Pistons
and to a lesser extent, the
Cavaliers) are continuing
to put together teams that
strive to make the plavofts
with sub-.500 records.
Until general manag-
ers on the East Coast can
figure out how to build
through the draft, lock
their best players up with
long-term contracts and
avoid selling their stars to
the Conference
for spare parts, expiring

contracts and draft picks,

Western
i

the discrepancy is just go-
Ing to continue.

Chris Martin

journalism
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He can

e !'(li\%]fl':t‘ al \/\['1'7(}("

iAo

misu.edu




wWww.mtsusidelines.com

MONDAY, April 21,

2008 SIDELINES 11

Titans looking to provide Young with more help

By TERESA M. WALKER
AP Sports Writer

Vince Young has an offen-
sive rookie of the year award
and a playoff appearance in
his first two NFL seasons.

His offensive numbers in
that time? Well, he can run
really well.

And while Young has had
memorable moments as a
passer, he’s not had nearly
enough of them. That’s why
the Titans announced after
a 17-6 wild-card loss to San
Diego that their offseason fo-
cus would be improving the
offense.

They have been busy in
free agency, and now the
Titans prepare for the NFI
Draft with their first-round
pick, No. 24 overall, likely to
be used on offense. General
manager Mike Reinfeldt says
Tennessee wants to continue
adding playmakers.

“If one were looking for a
playmaker, you could argue
we're in a good spot to get a
pretty good guy at 24,” Rein
feldt said.

Tennessee already has
signed tight end Alge Crum
pler, given receiver Justin

Gage a new deal and brought
back receiver Justin Mc
Careins for a second stint
Coach Jeff Fisher fired Norm
Chow and lured Mike Heim
erdingcr back as his offensive
coordinator.
“We feel like
good start,”
Now

weve got a
}:I\}\L'l‘ said

do the Titans start

off by drafting a receiver?
This franchise has drafted
only two receivers in the first
round in its 48 previous years
and none since Kevin Dy-
son in 1998. But the Titans
could use a speedy receiver to
stretch the field, giving Young
more room to operate.

“There’s a lot of very talent-
ed offensive skilled players in
the draft, and there are go-
ing to be many talented skill
players selected in the second
day that can have impact and
contribute almost immedi-
ately for a lot of clubs,” Fisher
said.

'he Titans have tried find-
ing receivers through quan-
tity, taking seven in the past
three drafts with none select-
ed before the third round.

lhey have size in the

6-foot-4 Gage, who had 55
£

750 vards. Mike

10th

1S ON th

catches for
Williams,
'.‘I\L overall i

» and the

2005

at o

\Ll

roster as a imation proj
ect

Rovdell Williams blos
somed late and had 55 catch
ankle
In practice before the }‘IA\()!T

game. Brandon Jones had 21

es before breaking his

catches before being placed
on injured reserve with
groin injury in his third s
and Paul Willian

S0n,

third-round pick

never got on the f
Reinfeldt said

with \PL’CL} 1S somet g

would look for i1

but so is everyo
“Whether

to get it where we are would
be another issue,” Reinfeldt
said.

Young tried to pump up his
receivers last year, working
with them and constantly ex-
pressing confidence in them.
But he had only one 300-yard
passing game, and that was in
a loss at Denver when Jones
dropped a would-be TD.

Only five NFL teams threw
for fewer yards than the Ti-
tans, who had 2,878 yards
passing. No one was worse
than Tennessee inside op-
ponents’ 20, scoring touch-

downs only 36.4 percent of

the time with 20 TDs on 55
such chances. They went 10
games without a TD pass,
and their nine touchdown
passes were the fewest by a
playoff team in a 16-game

S€ason.
So the Titans have visited
with r;u}\cx\ such as Limas

Sweed of Mario Man-
ningham of Michigan, Devin
Michigan State,
Houston
nett of Vander-

[exas,

'homas of

Donnie Avery of

ssee also could go
for a running back such as
IX > ':.’\".”‘-l\ \\l
( SEe on )¢
o
| l\i 10
1€ na s I i\
Henr rpr
( ap \1\.1 ZUI
Ost 1o )
by a defender
time that you have

Photo by Mark Humphrey, Associated Press

Quarterback Vince Young finished his second season with the Titans with poor offensive numbers.

a chance to acquire a play- was the NFLs fifth stingi-
est isn’t out of the question,
either, since defense was the
biggest reason Tennessee got

maker, it can be any of those
:“U\IHUU\” Reinfeldt said. “I

think the good thing is re

. mning back, there to the playoffs. Gone are de-
some guys in that draft  fensive ends Antwan Odom
sting, guys and Travis LaBoy as free

agents. The Titans signed

oves Jevon Kearse, and Jacob Ford,

lefer a draft pick last vear who tore
hat  his Achilles’ tendon, should

be healthy.

“We're going to obviously
pay particular attention to
the best players on the board
and who we think can come
in and help us immediately,”
Fisher said. “That very well
could be a defensive player as
well. We don’t know. It’s hard
to predict how all these play-
ers are going to come off.”

Lawmakers want probe of college football bowl system

By BEN EVANS
Associated Press

Three members of Congress
want the Justice Department
to investigate whether college
football’s Bowl Champion-
ship Series is an illegal enter-
prise.

Reps. Neil Abercrombie,
D-Hawaii, Lynn Westmore-
land, R-Ga., and Mike Simp-
son, R-Idaho, are introduc-
ing a resolution rejecting the
oft-criticized bowl system as
an illegal restriction on trade
because only the largest uni-
versities compete in most of

the major bowl games. The
resolution would require Jus-
tice’s antitrust division to in-
vestigate whether the system
violates federal law.

The measure would
put Congress on record as
supporting a college football
playoff.

“Who elected these NCAA
people? Who are they to de-
cide who competes for the
championship?” Abercrom-
bie said at a press conference
Thursday on Capitol Hill,
gripping a souvenir Univer-
sity of Hawaii football.

Abercrombie said the mat-

also

ter is worthy of federal review
because college football is big
business with hundreds of
millions of dollars at stake.

“It’s That’s what
this is all about,” he said.

But it’s no coincidence that
all three lawmakers
home-state schools with re
cent beefs against the bowl
system.

The University of Hawaii
and Boise State University
in Idaho each
feated season in recent years,
but were denied a shot at the
championship. And Westmo
reland said he is still smarting

monev.

have

had an unde-

about his University of Geor postsea-

gia Bulldogs being passed son bowls, denying dozens
over for the national champi-  of others not just the oppor
onship game last year tunity to compete but also
Georgia instead was shot big pavoffs and
matched up against und national exposure that come
feated Hawaii in the Sugar with bowl appearances.
Bowl, winning 41-10. Abercrombie maintained

that television markets are
one factor in selecting which

high-profile

Westmoreland and Ab
ercrombie said they
talking about the resolution
after that game, as Abercrom

started
teams go to

1
bowls

bie was paying off a bet with We shouldn’t have to ar-
chocolate-covered macada- gue about who the champion
mia nuts. is,” Westmoreland said, citing

Thelawmakerssay thebowl the excitement and unpre-
dictability of the NCAA col-

basketball tournament.

system 1S H:.le and blocks all

but the largest universities lege

“That should be decided on
the field.”

The BCS was created in
1998 by the six most power-
It relies on
polls and computer ratings to
determine which teams qual-
ify for the top bowls.

Congress held a hearing on
the BCS in 2005, but no legis-
lation came of it.

In a statement, ACC Com-
missioner and current BCS
coordinator John Swofford
said the BCS allows all quali-
fied teams to participate and
is beneficial for student ath-
letes, universities and fans.

ful conferences.
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SPORTS BRIEFS

Women'’s tennis
season ends in
4-0 loss to DU

The Blue Raiders fell to
No. 1 seeded No. 28 Denver
4-0 in the second round
of the Sun Belt Confer-
ence Championships on
Saturday, ending the 2008
season.

The Blue Raiders lost
the doubles point to begin
the match and could never
catch up. Junior Marlene
Chemin and sophomore
Stephanie Parkison lost
their match 8-3 to begin
play.

Then junior Pooja Kom-
mireddi and freshman
Shannon Hartmann fell
to Annette Aksdal and
Bhavanie Tirumurti 8-4to |
round out doubles action.
Seniors Claudia Szabo and
Ann-Kristin Siljestrom
were trailing Ute Schnoy
and Kyla Iwinski 6-5 when
their match was called
because the point was won
by the Pioneers.

In singles action, Parki-
son fell 6-1, 6-0 to Aksdal
as Denver took a 2-0 lead.
Then junior Andrea Her-
rera lost her match 6-0, 6-1
to Iwinski.

Denver clinched the
match as Voelker defeated
Siljestrom 6-1, 6-1. The SBC
championship was played
on Sunday with Denver
topping FIU for the title.

The Blue Raiders end the
2008 season with a record
of 9-16 overall and 3-4 in
Sun Belt Conference play.

Men’s
tennis loses
consolation
match

|

|

|
The men’s tennis team \
fell to Florida Atlantic in |
a close 4-3 match in the
consolation match of the
Sun Belt Championships on
Sunday.

Middle Tennessee won
the doubles point win-
ning two of three doubles
matches. Sophomore Joao
Paoliello and freshman Kyle
Wishing fell 8-3.

Then the Blue Raiders
rallied as junior Morgan
Richard and sophomore
Marc Rocafort defeated
Oliver Sajous and Karol
Szmurlo 8-6. Freshmen
Alex McCann and John
Peers clinched the point
with their 8-5 win over
Marc Abdeinour and Eddie
Majcher.

In singles play, FAU tied
the score at 1 all as Majcher
defeated McCann 6-1, 6-2.
Then Joe Cadogan put the
Owls up 2-1 as he won his

match over Wishing 6-3,
6-2.

Rocafort fell 6-4, 6-4
to Sajous as FAU pulled
ahead by two. Then fresh-
man Chris Nowak started a
rally as he defeated Daniel
Vardag 6-4, 6-4. Peers tied
the match at 3 with his win
over Abdeinout 5-7, 6-3,
6-2.

Richard’s match was the
last to finish as he fell to
Szmurlo 3-6, 6-4, 7-6 (8)
who clinched the match for
the Owls.

The Blue Raiders end the
2008 season 9-16 overall ad
2-1 in SBC play.

Baseball gets
doubled l|8p by
ULM, 16-

Middle Tennessee lost the
final game of its series with
Louisiana-Monroe 16-8 on
Sunday.

Junior Jordan Alvis (3-2)
took the loss as he allowed
eight runs on five hits in one
inning of work. The Blue
Raiders (20-17-1, 9-11 Sun
Belt) used four pitchers in
relief with senior Langdon
Stanley going the longest
pitching four innings allow-
ing seven runs on nine hits.

Sophomore Blake Mc-
Dade led the Blue Raid-
ers at the plate once again
Sunday as he went three for

five with two RBI, a double
and scored two runs. As a
team, MT notched 16 hits,

the same as ULM (27-12,
17-4 SBC) but left nine on
base. Every player in the
line-up for the Blue Raiders
recorded at least one hit in
the game.

ULM’s Ben Soignier had
a perfect three for three day
at the plate before moving
to the mound and notching
the win. Soignier allowed
two runs on five hits in four

| and two-thirds innings of

work.

Men’s
basketball
signs two
new recruits

Kermit Davis had two
items atop his wish list
during the recent recruit-
ing period and the veteran
Middle Tennessee men’s
basketball coach was able
to achieve both when the
NCAA late signing period
began Wednesday.

Davis announced the
signing of guard Eric Al-
len and post Josh Jones to
national letters of intent
Wednesday, filling a pair
of needs--a 3-point shooter
(Allen) and post player
(Jones).
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Red Wings advance to semifinals

By TERESA M. WALKER
AP Sports Writer

The Detroit Red Wings can
take a couple days to rest up.
The NHLs best team in the
regular season won’t miss the
Western Conference semifi-
nals this year.

Nicklas Lidstrom and Jiri
Hudler each scored, and the
Red Wings closed out their
opening series by beating the
Nashville Predators 3-0 in
Game 6 on Sunday.

Brian Rafalski added an
empty-netter with 4.8 sec-
onds left. Goalie Chris Os-
good stopped 20 shots for the
shutout in his second straight
playoff start as top-seeded
Detroit became the first road
team to win in this series.

With the victory, Detroit
passed Toronto for second on
the list of playoff series won
with its 59th.

Nashville had hoped to use
hot goalie Dan Ellis and an
earsplitting crowd to force
Game 7 in Detroit on Tues-

day night. But the Predators
missed their best scoring
chance when David Legwand
hit a post in the first period,
and they failed to advance
out of the first round for a
fourth straight postseason —
each time on their home ice.

The eighth-seeded Preda-
tors had no pressure in a se-
ries few thought they’d get
a chance to play in. Their
season featured a change in
owners and the unloading of
several top players under pre-
vious owner Craig Leipold.
Nashville couldn’t capitalize
on a soldout crowd that tried/
to help by screaming and
waving free towels at every
opportunity.

Ellis stopped 40 shots after
setting a franchise playoff re-
cord with 52 saves in Friday
night’s 2-1 overtime loss in
Detroit. That was the most
through regulation in a post-
season game since May 24,
1996, when Tom Barrasso
had 56 for Pittsburgh in an
Eastern Conference final loss

to Florida.

But neither Ellis nor the
fans could score.

It started Sunday when Lid-
strom took a shot from past
the red line in the second. El-
lis came out to the edge of the
crease only to see the puck
bounce a few feet in front of
him and into the net for a 1-0
lead at 13:44 of the second.

Nashville had a chance to
answer. The Predators went
on the power play and had
54 seconds of a 5-on-3 after
a tripping penalty on Kris
Draper at 14:43. Detroit killed
off the penalties.

Then Hudler sealed the vic-
tory at 3:52 in the third, flip-
ping a shot past Ellis’ glove.

The Predators played a sec-
ond straight game without
captain Jason Arnott, whose
72 points in the regular sea-
son tied for the team lead.
But they got back Michigan
native Legwand, who has
missed the three games in
Detroit to protect his bruised
left foot, and forward Scott

Nichol, who broke his thumb
in the opening minutes of
Game 1.

They took the first five
shots and hit everything in
red and white. One of the
best hits came near the end
of the first period when Shea
Weber knocked down Johan
Franzen.

But Osgood, who won
Game 5 after replacing Do-
minik Hasek in the middle
of a Game 4 loss here on
Wednesday night, stopped all
nine shots he faced in the first
and had a little luck. The shot
by Legwand bounced off the
post and skittered cross ice
away from the goal.

The Red Wings may have
been a bit tired from taking
a franchise-record 53 shots in
regulation in Friday night’s
2-1 overtime win. Pavel Dat-
syuk couldn’t collect a cross-
ice pass with room to shoot
on the power play, and Valt-
teri Filppula had half the net
to shoot into and slapped his
shot wide left late in the first.
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