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ABSTRACT
	This thesis addresses the possibility of national tuition-free community college programs by analyzing the tuition-free higher education program in Tennessee, known as Tennessee Promise. After examining both accomplishments and criticisms of Tennessee Promise, this research evaluates the efficiencies and inefficiencies of the tuition-free scholarship program through interviews with previous and current student participants. Students relayed their thoughts and experiences while attending community college, as well as their opinions on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid and specific aspects of the Tennessee Promise program, such as mentor guidance. This study records how Tennessee’s tuition-free higher education program impacted the lives of students. It also provides evidence on how students could be affected in the future with the nation-wide tuition-free college initiative, America’s College Promise.
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