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“If all the economists were laid end to
end, they’d never reach a conclusion.”

George Bernard Shaw

Campus
crime
1ncreases
statewide,
declines at

MTSU

By ANNE ALFORD
Contributing Writer

While the statewide crime rate in-
creased on college campuses by 9.2
percent in 2009, the rate at MTSU
decreased by 11.1 percent, according
to a report released by the Tennessee
Bureau of Investigation last month.

The TBI released its 2009 “Crime
on Campus” report March 31, which
included detailed reports about col-
leges and universities from across the
state. It revealed that the crime rate on
Tennessee college campuses has risen
for the first time since 2005.

In 2008, 6,900 offenses were re-
ported statewide, and by the end of
2009 the number had risen to 7,538.
According to the TBI report, universi-
ties from across the state said the 10.1

_percent growth of student enrollment
is.one of the primary reasons for the .

spike in crime.

Patrol officer Derrick Wharton said
the MTSU Office of Public Safety was
able to succeed in decreasing crime on
campus by having more officers on ac-
tive duty, increasing visibility among
students and having the ability to put
more officers on the roads.

“We are out on foot, going into
buildings and mingling with students
to help improve our reputation and
gain a relationship with the students,”
Wharton said.

Victoria Moghaddami, sophomore
mass communication major, said she
has noticed campus police have been
more proactive about getting involved
with students. _

“I have seen an increase in the num-
ber of patrols,” Moghaddami said. “I
have also noticed more positive po-
lice interaction with students — the
university officers’ presence and in-
volvement help me feel [more] safe

on campus.”

The TBI report divides reported
crimes in two categories: Group A
and Group B.

The Group A category comprises
assault, burglary, larceny and theft,
vandalism, and drug and narcotic
violation offenses.

The Group B category consists of
disorderly conduct, driving under the
influence, liquor law violation and
trespassing offenses.

Taken as a whole, the number of
Group A offenses at MTSU declined
from 653 in 2008, to 527 in 2009.
However, there was an increase of 31
drug violation offenses in 2009.

According to the TBI report, larce-
ny and theft offenses comprise more
than 38 percent of the total number
of offenses reported to police state-
wide. As in previous years, Ten-
nessee college campuses recorded
these type of crimes more than any
other offense.
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Sciences remain optimistic

Restructuring proposal
to break up College

of Basic and Applied
Sciences; departments
not worried

By DUSTIN EVANS
Managing Editor

If The Proposal for Restructur-
ing - Colleges to President Sidney
A. McPhee is approved, it would
mean a complete split within the
College of Basic and Applied Sci-

ences, but officials within the de-

partments believe those changes
should not have a serious impact on

daily operations.

The College of Basic and Ap-
plied Sciences would be separated
into two new colleges: the College
of Arts and Sciences and the Col-
lege of Applied, Behavioral and
Health Sciences.

Diane Miller, interim executive
vice president and provost, submitted
the college-restructuring proposal to
MTSU President Sidney McPhee on
April 1.

Tom Cheatham, dean of the Col-
lege of Basic and Applied Sciences,
said he feels everyone in the col-
lege had the opportunity to dis-
cuss concerns and issues during the
process of deciding what restruc-
turing changes should be made to

the college.

“I don’t think it will impact the
strengths or growths within the de-
partments, “ Cheatham said. “They
will continue to be strong depart-
ments — great at teaching students.”

Cheatham said if McPhee approves
the restructuring proposal, it could
unite organizations that should be
grouped together.

“Geosciences has been in the Col-
lege of Liberal Arts for a long time,”
Cheatham said. “Having closer rela-
tionships with the geosciences will be
aplus.”

The departments of biology, chem-
istry, physics and astronomy, comput-
er science and mathematical sciences
would join humanities courses, such

as English and philosophy, to form
the College of Arts and Sciences.

“l dont see anything just in
the structure that would be nega-
tive,” said Ron Henderson, chair-
man of the department of physics
and astronomy. “I know that there
are larger universities than MTSU
with the same makeup of arts
and sciences.”

Henderson said with a larger col-
lege containing two diverse disci-
plines, a lot of the responsibilities of
the dean would be administered by
the associate deans. The proposal has
two associate deans included- in the
restructuring plans.
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Phato by Jay Bailey, photography cditor

Dominic DeStefanis, junior graphic design major (left), Tyler Whitworth, freshman graphic design major (center) and Geremy May, sophomore environmental
science major, hand process traditional black and white film in the film processing room in the Photography Building on Wednesday.

Baldwin becomes ‘negative’ space

Decisions on photo gallery, classrooms finalized; University unclear on new location

By JOSH WARD
Staff Writer

The photography department
may undergo changes through-
out the next year with plans to
replace the Harold Baldwin Pho-
tographic Gallery with new class-
rooms and convert parts of the
Photography Building into graduate
student offices.

The Baldwin Photo Gallery is be-
ing relocated to an undetermined
location from the McWherter Learn-
ing Resources Center to allow for the
construction of new classrooms for
the College of Education and Behav-
ioral Sciences’ department of human
sciences, said Dennis Oneal, chair of

The move is proposed on the heels
of the photography department’s
difficulties in recent semesters to
continue to operate as usual in spite
of repeated budget cuts and uncer-
tain plans concerning construction
and relocation.

“The gallery was almost tempo-
rarily shut down, but we fought
that,” Oneal said. “We know how
easily temporary things become
permanent here at MTSU -~ we’ve
staved off the budget crisis, but
now it’s time to find a new home.”

Oneal said that locations under
consideration to house the gallery
include the James E. Walker Li-
brary and the Student Media Cen-
ter that is planned for construc-

Communication Building.

“What we’re looking for is a
place that is both accessible to all
students and secure,” Oneal said.
“I’d hate to see it go, especially on
my watch — we’re going to have to
dream something up.” '

The conflict further complicat-
ing the matter is created between
the scheduling of the new depart-
ment of human sciences classrooms
construction and where to house
the gallery in the meantime.

Tom Jimison, photography pro-
fessor curator of the Baldwin gal-
lery, said there is currently no place
on campus capable of hosting
the gallery.

“We could move it into the new

Communication Building,” Jimi-
son said. “But at the current rate, I
don’t think I'd see that get done in
my lifetime.”

The Photography Building may
soon experience problems as well due
tothepossibility thatitsonlytwo class-
rooms could be converted into new
offices for graduate teachingassistants
enrolled in the College of Basic and
Applied Sciences.

In January, Sidelines reported that
the College of Basic and Applied
Sciences would add three new doc-
toral programs to its list of degrees
by the Fall 2010 Semester, which
will require more office space for
graduate students.

2% To read more, visit us online,
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Pajamas warm children’s hearts

MTSU student
continues charity
drive to provide
sick kids with
new, clean PJs

By SARAH HAMACHER
“Staff Writer

New pajamas are being collected by the
nonprofit organization Jaz’s Jammies for
hospitalized children until April 29 for
hospitalized children.

Jasmine Gray, senior journalism major
and editor in chief of Collage: A Journal of
Creative Expression, started Jaz’s Jammies as
" the project for her Gold Award, the highest
award a Girl Scout can achieve by creating
and implementing a community project.

Gray said she knew

program that I think our students would
really like doing.”

The two have been bringing Jaz’s Jammies
to the MTSU campus ever since.

The Office of Student Leadership and Stu-
dent Organizations has sponsored Jaz’s Jam-
mies and provided paper for fliers. This year
the Honors College has joined in with the ef-
fort and donated funds for drive materials.

Gray said that the first year, the goal was set
at 200 pairs of pajamas, and to her surprise,
the drive collected 850.

“Once that happened, I couldnt stop
there,” Gray said, noting it was that sum-
mer she decided to turn the project into a
nonprofit organization.

Since 2006, Jaz's Jammies has collected
more than 3,000 pairs of children’s pajamas.

Gray said people sometimes wonder how
the pajamas are used, and who benefits from

. the donated clothing. She said she has heard

stories from nurses who work at Vanderbilt
Hospital where the majority of the pajamas
have been donated.

“A nurse told me about a little boy who was
getting ready to be picked up by his mother,”
Gray said. “He had nothing to wear home, so

she went and picked

how it felt to be in a out a pair of ‘Scooby
hospital and wish To find out more information Doo’ PJs for him.”
to have a pair of , . Regular hospital
warm pajamas. about Jaz’s Jammies or Room gowns are too rough
Gray was born in the Inn charities. contact for burn victims to
with a birth defect ) ’ wear comfortably,
that has required Jasmine Gray @ Gray said, and some
several surgeries el : of them have lost
throughout her life. jazsjammies@yahoo.com. everything and do
In 2006, she was not have anything

a high school se-

nior recovering from a recent surgery when
she imagined and decided to implement
the idea.

“There was no better thing I could think of
than doing something for kids in hospitals,”
Gray said.

In the fall of 2006 while part1c1p1tmg ina
Lightening Leadership class with Jackie Vic-
tory, director of Office of Student Leader-
ship and Student Organizations, Gray pre-
sented Jaz’s Jammies to the class as part of
an assignment. '

Victory said she remembered being very
interested in the charity.

“You should really do this on campus,”
Gray recalled Victory said. “That is a great

to wear home. She
said children who are victims of abuse are
often given a new pair of pajamas to help
comfort them.

“I just wanted to give children a different
attitude,” Gray said.

The monthlong donation push will cul-
minate April 29 at Around the Way Dog, lo-
cated on 1916 E. Main St. All customers who
mention Jaz’s Jammies will receive 20 per-
cent off the total purchase price of their food
that day.

Brightly wrapped donation bins can be
found in the John E. Bragg Mass Communi-
cation Building, Keathley University Center,
Business and Aerospace Building and the
Paul W. Martin Sr. Honors Building.

PPhoto courtesy of Jaz'’s Jammies

Jasmine Gray, senior journalism major, founded jaz’s jammies, an organization that attempts to

provide hospitalized children with new pajamas.

Photo courtesy of Jaz's Jammices

Jaz’s Jammies has collected 3,000 pairs of children’s pajamas in an effort to make smk children more

comfortable during their stay at the hospital.
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CRIME
FROM PAGE 1

Although MTSU reported that thefts. de-
creased in 2009, the number of thefts reported
from campus buildings rose from 114 in 2008
to 147 in 2009.

Statewide reports of drug and narcotic viola-
tions increased by more than 16 percent, and
the number of drug-related arrests at MTSU
spiked 63 percent in 2009. There were 80 drug-
related offenses and only 49 in 2008.

The amount of Group B offenses rose to
197 cases in 2009 from 161 in 2008. Last year,
there were 19 more liquor law violations re-

ported, and 25 more DUI arrests were recorded

at MTSU.
The number of assaults on campus decreased

-from 52 reported offenses in 2008 to 49 in

2009, however, the number of reported rapes
increased from one in 2008 to three in 2009.
While the reported number of theft from
buildings and rape offenses rose during 2009,
many students believe the overall decrease in
crime is a positive step forward.
Wharton said more students have become

: Monday through Frlday
5am.t06a.m.&4p '

“@” PRI 1"

involved in trying to help keep crime low on
campus, and the students’ vigilance helped
to decrease the campus crime rate during the
past year.

As an officer, Wharton said, having good up-
per management, being able to have the best
possible training and having the necessary
equipment and tools to do their job have also
helped campus police provide better service
to students.

“Moreover the sense of pride and apprecia-
tion of the job our faculty and staff is doing
for our ongoing safety, [the statistics] prove to
speak volumes for our student body and the
type of scholars that are attending our uni-
versity,” said Adam Riddick, junior business
administration major.

Wharton said campus police are available
24 hours a day, every day of the year. There are
three shifts divided into eight hours each, and
they have an “early officer” that will come in 30

minutes early and patrol campus to help ease

the transition between shifts.

“When you have a close knit department that
works well and coincides with one another, 1
think you are more likely to have more positive
productivity,” Wharton said.
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Photo by Jillian Dixon, staff phutm rapher

Students attend Monday’s “Negro vs. Nigga Forum” to discuss with a panel of MTSU professors
whether the two words hold different meaning and how their use affects society.

Forum dispels stereotype

New student
organization
holds event to
discuss racial
1ssues

By KELSEY FRANKLIN
Staff Wricer

MTSU students discussed
derogatory - language  as
well as the progress Ameri-
cans have made since the
Civil Rights Movement in
a forum titled, “Negro vs.
Nigga Forum.”

Sankofa, a newly-founded
student group that focuses on
educating people about black
culture through forums, lec-
tures and music, hosted a fo-
rum Monday in the State Farm
Room of the Business and
Aerospace Building.

The forum, which hosted
a panel of MTSU professors,
discussed, among other things
the differences between Negro
and the N-word.

The panel used a mixture of

ion to help discuss the possible
implications behind using cer-
tain words, as well as explain-
ingtotheattendantsthehistory
behind them.

Terrance Adams, president
of Sankofa, started the night
with a video clip from the
documentary “The N-Word:
Divided We Stand.”

The video included several
modern-day celebrities like
Chris Rock and Ice Cube talk-
ing about when the N-word
and “nigga” emerged onto
the rap and hip-hop music
scenes. The film said that mu-
sic and popular culture was
one way that the use of the
word was able to seep into the
black community and trans-
form the sometimes negative
conotation attached.

Adams informed the audi-
ence that the word Negro is
derived from the Spanish and
Portuguese languages and
means black, whereas the N-
word has a Latin origin with
the word “Niger,” which also
means black.

Adams also gave the dlCthH—
ary definition of both words
and then posed the question
— is there a difference between
these two words?

Jacqueline E. Wade, profes-
sor of social work, argued that
both words have a negative
connotation, in the context
of history.

Wade said that these words
were derived to delineate
a person’s sense of being
from another’s.

Wade continued by saying
the word Negro was given to a
group of people to distinguish
them from the rest, and the N-
word arose to further discon-
nect a distinct group of people
from the rest of society.

“There is a class construct
within these words,” Wade
said. “They came from low-
er-class white people try-
ing to corrupt the social
construct in order to put
themselves higher.”

Wade said by initiating the
N-word other races found a
way to degrade black people.
The transformation didn’t
end theére, she said, “blacks
started changing their iden-
tity on their own terms.”

To read more, visit us online.
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New student e-mail

S

offer more space

MTSU personal accounts
to be revamped, get
more online features

By COLLEEN PULLIN
Contributing Writer

Beginning May 9, MTSU students will
have revamped e-mail accounts, which will
be operated using a new Microsoft pro-
gram will provide additional memory
and more features.

The new system will significantly increase
student e-mail capacity, according to Informa-
tion Technology Division Communications
Specialist Alana Turner, and will increase to 25
gigabytes worth of storage space. The current
system holds only 20 megabytes.

All students’ e-mail addresses will change
to end in “@mtmail. mtsu.edu,” replacing the
current “@mtsu.edu.”

Brandon McNary, president of the Stu-
dent Government Association, said the
SGA and ITD have been working together
to try and facilitate the new e-mail sys-
tem. He said ITD has been taking care of
the technological portion, while the SGA is
in charge of informing students about the
upcoming changes.

McNary said the larger files sent through
e-mails and the sheer number of messages
received by students made the current system
difficult to maintain.

“Students have been complaining for several
years about how they don’t have enough space
in their inboxes and how their inboxes are
constantly getting over quota,” McNary said.
“We've been working on a way to increase the
storage space, and th1s is how we went about
doingit.” '

Turner said the existing usernames will re-
main the same, and faculty and staff will retain
their current e-mail addresses.

McNary said because of privacy issues asso-
ciated with the types of information exchanged
through faculty and staff e-mail addresses,
those must remain on the same server they are
on now.

Turner said the new e—ma11 accounts will
work similarly to Microsoft Outlook, and that

students would be able to access their per-
sonal calendars, contact lists and send instant
messages to friends. ‘

Web pages can also be made in the new sys-
tem, with the help of a spaces tab, which will
offer templates for students to use and design
to suit their needs.

Office Live, which according to its Web
site is a free online storage and document-
sharing program, will be available to stu-
dents through their university e-mail. She
said, Thisoffersstudentstheabilitytoshare
large files and documents with classmates
and teachers, which is something that the
current system’s lack of space often does
not allow.

Turner said when Office 2010 is released, it
will be added to the system. It is designed to
offer more upgrades similar to those found
on Gmail Web documents. With this, she
said, users would have the ability to cre-
ate Excel spreadsheets and PowerPoint pre-
sentations that can be shared and viewed
by others.

The new system will not automatically re-
place the current one, Turner said. Students
must activate their accounts and register new
passwords on their own. She said help and
tutorials would be available to assist students
with the changes.

McNary said that any e-mails students wish
to keep must be forwarded into their new ac-
count because the new one will be used next.
year in lieu of the current “@mtsu.edu” ad-
dresses. Forwarding will be available through
the first two weeks of the Fall 2010 Semester.
~ Once all of the students are able to switch -
over to the new e-mail accounts, the first stu-
dents to do so will be entered into a raffle for a
chance to win an Xbox 360.

“We're going to have a period of time, and
evey student that switches over within that pe-
riod of time, will be entered in what is basically
a raffle,” McNary said. “We’ll randomly select
students and give them away in the first couple
of weeks of school.”

This fall, all students who have registered
and set up their new e-mail accounts will be
automatically entered into a random drawing
for the system. Two of the game stations will
be awarded as prizes.

Rozalind Ruth, community news editor, con-
tributed to this report.
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SCIENCES
FROM PAGE 1

“AsIunderstand it, the restructuring would
still have an associate dean for science and
one for the humanities,” said Earl F. Pearson,
chairman of the chemistry department.

Pearson said having two associate deans to
influence and assist the dean in administer-
ing between the two disciplines could reduce
the massive workload of the dean, who would
essentially be the administration of two com-
pletely different entities.

Henderson, however, said he hopes that the
associate deans’ duties would not be split into
two areas of disciplines because he feels that
would essentially divide the college.

While the proposal lists two associate deans,
it does not show any form of separate duties or
plans for a division in responsibilities.

George Murphy, chairman of the depart-
ment of biology, said the new dean and as-
sociate deans would need to be able to under-
stand the complex and diverse needs of the
arts and sciences.

“I think that is a key feature, as far as the
ability of the dean to understand the needs
of the sciences and liberal arts as well,” Mur-
phy said. “The needs of laboratory time and
research needs are quite different than liberal
arts — a former dean once said, ‘the labora-
tory is the library of the sciences.”

Regardless of who the dean is, Murphy said,
one major need of the sciences would be the

completion of the new science building. Pat-
terson said the restructuring proposal should
have no effect on its completion.

“The science building is of the highest
priorities of the [Tennessee Higher Educa-
tion Commission], [Tennessee Board of Re-
gents] and the school,” Pearson said. “The
internal structure should not have an affect
on the science building or the priority of
the restructure.”

The building, which has not yet been ap-
proved with the MTSU administration or
contractors, is intended to house the chemis-
try and biology departments, freeing up the
Davis Science Building and Wiser Patten Sci-
ence Hall for other departments like physics
and astronomy.

Don Nelson, chairman of the depart-
ment of mathematical sciences, said
restructuring the college could bring
certain departments closer together

to improve certain relationships and
interdisciplinary programs.

“I think there are potential discussions,
for example, there is an overlap in the area
of logic,” Nelson said. “Political scientists
would be interested in that and could work
with statistics.”

Newly adopted child
returned to Russia

Local area resident
investigated for child
abuse allegation

STAFF REPORT

A 7-year-old Shelbyville boy was re-
turned unaccompanied to Russia, his na-
tive country, by his American, adopted
mother and grandmother, who are now
wanted for questioning after allegations
of abuse were made.

“An interview with both would be ex-
tremely helpful in our efforts to discover
what events led to Torry Hansen’s deci-
sion to attempt to nullify the adoption
and why the Hansens sought to accom-
plish that goal in the matter they purport-
edly did,” said an official of the Bedford
County investigators in a statement to the
Shelbyville Times-Gazette.

As reported by the Associated Press,
Chuck Crawford, district attorney of
the 17th Judicial District, is investigat-
ing allegations that the boy was a vic-

tim of abuse and abandonment while
in Tennessee.

The AP reported that the boy, Arty-
om Savelyev, who was adopted last Sep-
tember, was abandoned by his alcoholic
mother at an orphanage in a mining
town in Russia.

A Kremlin office of children’s affairs
said Savelyev had a note in his pocket
when he arrived at the Moscow airport
that said he had severe psychological is-
sues and was violent, according to the
Shelbyville-Times Gazette.

“He drew a picture of our house burn-
ing down and he’ll tell anybody that he’s
going to burn our house down with us in
it,” said Nancy Hansen, Savelyev’s adop-
tive grandmother, in a phone interview
with the AP.

According to a report by The Tennesse-
an, officials in Shelbyville have not been
able to contact Torry Hansen, and her at-
torney said in a news conference that she
refuses to talk unless a charge is filed.

Russian authorities are considering a
suspension on all adoptions to families in
the U.S. -

CURRENT EVENTS

GRIME BRIEFS

Grease

April 14 through 18,

Wednesday through Friday, 8 p.m.
Saturday, 6:30 p.m., served with dinner
Sunday, 3 p.m.

Location: Wesley Foundation Center
Admission: $5 students, $10 general admission,
$20 dinner theater tickets

National Tartan Day
Celebration

April 16, 5 p.m. until 7:30 p.m.

Location: Discovery Center at Murfree Spring

Admission: free

34th Annual Cannonsburgh
Pioneer Day

April 17, 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.
Location: Cannonsburgh Village

" Admission: free

The New True Charlie Wu,
with cast meet-and-greet
April 17, 7 p.m.

Location: John Bragg Mass Communication
Building

Admission: $10 general admission, $4 with
student ID

Movie: The Book of Eli

April 19 through 23, 7 p.m. and 10 p.m.

Location: Keathley University Theatre
Admission: $2

Issues Film Series presents
“American Drug War”

April 20, 6:30 p.m.

Location: Business and Aerospace Building,
Room 270

Admission: free

Earth Day 2010
April 24,10 a.m. until 2 p.m.
Location: Murfreesboro Civic Plaza

Admission: free

Murfreesboro Symphony
Concert: Mancini Madness
April 26, 7:30 p.m.

Location: First United Methodist Church
Admission: $40 general admission, $15

Events Policy

Sidelines welcomes current campus and community
events submitted by all readers. Please e-mail events to
sinews@mtsu.edu or slcampus@mtsu.edu, and include
the name, date, time and location of the event, as well
as your name and a phone number for verification. We
reserve the right to refuse events at our discretion as our
space is limited.

Sidefines is the editorially independent, non-profit
student-produced newspaper of Middle Tennessee State
University. Sidelines publishes Monday and Thursday dur-
ing the fall and spring semesters and online during June
and July. The events listed are not necessarily associated

April 9, 2:44 p.m.
Theft

Corlew Hall

A complainant reported a
stolen backpack.

April 9, 3:17 p.m.
Vandalism
Greek Row
Vandalism was reported at

the Sigma Chi house.

April 9, 10:28 p.m.
Theft :

Greek Row

A complainant reported a
stolen parking pass from a

vehicle.

April 10, 3:52 a.m.
bul
Greek Row

Grady G. McDonald, 19, was
arrested at the Sigma Nu
house for his first offence of

driving under the influence.

April 10, 10:03
a.m.

Vagrancy

Murphy Center

A male subject

April 10, 3:21 p.m.
Theft

James E. Walker Library

A complainant reported
MTSU banners stolen from
the courtyard between the
library and the Business and
Aerospace Building.

April 10, 4:06 p.m.
Traffic

Old Main Circle
Jessica Nicole Croft was
issued a citation for driving

and unregistered vehicle.

April 10, 7:34 p.m.
Theft

Woodmore Cafeteria

A complainant reported
theft of goods and services
from the Cyber Cafe.

April 11, 3:34 a.m.
Theft

East Main Street

No description was given.

April 11, 6:01 p.m.
Harassment

James E. Walker Library

No description was given.
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Letters Policy

Sidelines welcomes letters to the editor from all read-
ers. Please e-mail letters to slopinio@mtsu.edu and
include your name and phone number for verification.
Sidelines will not publish anonymous letters. We re-
serve the right to edit grammar, length and content.

OPINIONS

Sidelines is the editorially independent, non-profit
student-produced newspaper of Middle Tennessee
State University. Sidelines publishes Monday and
Thursday during the fall and spring semesters and
online during June and July. The opinions
expressed herein are those of individual writers and
not necessarily Sidelines or MTSU.

Your vote will lead to better ‘Boro

Goals for City Council
need to be reprioritized

Fellow students and resi-
dents of Murfreesboro, I am
writing to inform you of my
candidacy for Murfreesboro
City Council and my inten-
tions for running. Some of
you may already know that
I am running and know the
reasons why; however, I have
been provided an opportu-
nity to express my views in
this column.

It has come to my atten-
tion that Murfreesboro’s
system of government is
very exclusive. By that I
mean those in City Hall gov-
ern in a way that benefits
those with money, power
and influence.

I am here to tell you that
we have the ability to make

things happen for the bet-
ter, but we simply don’t put
it to good use. As one of the
larger demographics in this
city, students are extraor-
dinarily under represented
and must have a say in what
goes on.

Even if you only live here
for a few years, it is impera-
tive that youbecome involved
in the issues that shape your
daily lives.

Most of us are accustomed
to voting in federal elections
because we feel it is that form
of government that affects us

‘most. This type of thinking

is concerning.

Local governments have
more of an affect on our
immediate life than you

" Thomas-Moss
City Council candidate

may think.

Murfreesboro City Coun-
cil votes on issues like the city
budget, which is currently
$203 million in debt, guns
in our parks and bars, large-
scale projects and how they
will be paid for, when your
garbage is picked up, where
new roads go, how long stop
lights should be, and all the
waydowntochangeordersfor
road construction.

While these may not seem

like big issues to you now,
as you continue to live in
this city, you will notice
the influence of council
decisions daily if you look
close enough. :

For example, the Murfrees-
boro City Council voted last
year to spend $3.5
million on swim-
ming pool renova-
tions at the Sports-
Com facilities on
Memorial Boule-
vard. To put that in perspec-
tive, it is how much Nashville
Shores was recently purchased
for. These types of spending
decisions are unacceptable
and unrealistic,andlintend to
change that.

I also intend to bring up is-
sues that are never discussed
on the council: problems
with our drinking water,
pollution in our rivers, our
ever-expanding landfill, our

lack of a comprehensive tor-
nado warning system, our
excessive growth, the need
for more recycling, a bal-
anced budget, harsh regula-
tions on small businesses,
and community involvement
and input — the list could go
on forever,
need your

. . I
Clty CouCll support and must
elections

have your vote
if we are to im-
prove Murfrees-
boro. I intend to improve
not only the quality of life
and representation for stu-
dents, but also the qual-
ity of life and representation
for all who work and live in
this city.

Do not think of my ideas as -

idealistic; let us make them
realities because I know they
are possible. I wish I could
elaborate on each of these is-
sues, however, space does not

allow. If you have any com-
ments questions or concerns
feel free to e-mail me or call
me at 615-519-2223.

Early voting ends today at
7 p.m. and Election Day is
April 20. If you are unsure
of where to vote, simply go
to  rutherfordcountytn.gov
and click on the tab labeled:
“Where do I vote?”

There you can find your
polling  location. ~ With
that, I urge you to vote and
vote wisely. The actions we
take today have the pow-
er to either build us up or

destroy us.
Let us make the right
decision today so some-

one else won’t make it for
us toMorrow.

Thomas Moss is a junior
political science major.

He can be reached at
mossforcouncil@gmail.com.

FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD
Dean’s citations
have pros, cons

If youre an MTSU student and you get caught commit-
ting a misdemeanor offense by a university police officer,
there’s a chance that you might receive what is called a
“dean’s citation” rather than be charged as a criminal.

Some of those offenses include driving under the influ-
ence, disorderly conduct, underage drinking and even

drug possession.

If you receive a dean’s citation, your offense will be ad-
dressed by Judicial Affairs rather than a local court, thus
you will have avoided a bad mark on your criminal record

outside of MTSU.

University police officers are able-to use their discretion
when deciding whether to issue a dean’s citation or charge
the suspect as a criminal. The officer also has the option to

do both.

Since dean’s citations are handled by the university, they
don’t result in the same inconveniences, such as probations,
fines and marks on a more widespread record, that criminal

charges do.

On one hand, the thought of receiving a dean’s citation
may seem appealing to students, especially those living on
campus, as compared to receiving a criminal citation.

Also, the concept of MTSU being more lax with offenses
dealing with alcohol and drugs might be considered attrac-
tive to some considering attending the school, as well as the
many other universities that issue the citations nationwide.

The citations might be a good thing for Housing and
Residential Life, as some students might look to on-campus
living as somewhat of a safehaven for committing misde-
meanors, thus leading to more ready-to-live-it-up students
staying on campus and paying money to do so.

On the other hand, though, the fact that the citations are
issued based on officer discretion is a bad thing because then
questions of preference based on race, sex, age, etc. arise.

Also, since the citations aren’t reported at the state level, if
officers are issuing an abundant amount of them, the crime
totals on campus released by the Tennessee Bureau of Inves-
tigation might appear lower than they should. This would
result in a false image of crime at MTSU, one that might
mislead those who feel comforted by the totals as they stroll
or drive around campus at night.

"A QUICK WORD

When the sun is hanging just above the horizon so
that it virtually blinds drivers, beware of traveling to-
ward campus on Alumni Drive. This is the time of day
when university police set up speed traps on the long,

straightaway road.

If MTSU truly cared about speeding on the road in-
stead of further breakingalready broke students through
tickets, it would install more than the one crosswalk/
huge speed bump that already exists. That way, police
would have more time to worry about more pressing
crime instead of handing out tickets.

—Michael Stone, slopinio@mtsu.edu

Blundergrads

ComME
AGAINT

By PHIL FLICKINGER

You HEARD ME;
GET OVER HERE
AND MAKE ouT
WITH ME.

ARE... ARE
You SERIOUST

DEAD SERI0US.

You, mf. THOUGHT
TONSIL HOCKEY.] | SHE HATED
Now, ME.

I ALWAYS

SHE DOES. SHE
JUST 60T
DIAGNOSED WiTH
SWINE FLU.

www.blundergrads.com

Bigger crackdown needed
to stop 1llegal immigration

In these dangerous times,
our leaders in Washington
must make protecting our
country and ensuring the safe-
ty and security of our citizens
their first priority. In order to
achieve this goal, they must
take responsibility and resolve
the serious problem of illegal
entry into the U.S.

Weak-kneed, spineless
American politicians and ap-
peasement groups have pushed
extreme liberalism to its edge.
Political correctness has lead
to social and economic chaos.

Enforced tolerance and sen-
sitivity training has divided
our country in more ways
than ever. Pro-immigration
groups, such as Immigration
Works USA, DREAM, IRR,
RIA and others, have made
a conscious choice to wear a
blindfold and act as if they are
hearing an impaired version
of truth, facts and reality.

The truth is illegal im-
migrants have invaded our
country and violated our
laws, and they want to reward
bad behavior?

Dangerous individuals cross
our borders illegally every day.
Our local, state and federal
political leaders know this and
move at the speed of a turtle in
a 100-meter dash in the effort
to control the situation.

The virtual truth

U.S. employers who hire
illegal immigrants do not
realize, or simply do not
care about, the burden con-
tributed to our local and
national economy.

For example, illegal im-
migrants will work for lower
wages; the effect of this is that
it drives potential wage earn-
ing opportunities down for
those who are natural born
citizens and those equipped
with green cards.

How do we stop this mad-
ness? Demagnification
of America.

Simply put, employment
and social benefits for un-
documented individuals

should be cut off, and thus .

they will be left with no alter-
native but to return to their
home countries.

Second, we must follow our
immigration laws to provide
for controlled and orderly le-

gal immigration. Illegal immi-
grants must not be “rewarded”
with “amnesty” or allowed to
jump to the front of the legal
immigration line.

It is purely unfair to those
who have followed the process
to enter the U.S. and are wait-
ing their turn.

Third, all illegal immigrants
must return to their home
countries. This request has ab-
solutely nothing to dowithrac-
ism or bigotry, but everything
to do with national security
and accountability, which can
be achieved through checking
the backgrounds of individu-
als entering the U.S.

Yes, there are some individu-
als who have proven to be goal
oriented and hard working,
but this does not excuse them
from their failure to attempt to
enter the U.S. through proper
legal channels first.

Many illegal immigrants,
regardless of nationality, have
the nerve to boycott places of
employment by conducting
protest rallies on our streets
in which they demand equal
rights. What rights?

Violating our laws, coupled
with the support ofimmigrant
rights groups, has diluted the
illegal immigrants’ minds
from the real truth. What is
the truth you ask? It should be

clear that illegal immigrants
have no place whatsoever in
demanding rights and pro-
testing on American streets.

The solution to the problem
does not lie on American soil.
It lies within individual citi-
zens who must come together
and demand positive political,
economic and social changes
in their own country.

Perhaps the first step
would be taking a stand and
demand changes within
the government.

People should demand a
government for the people and
by the people. They should de-
mand fairness and change in
the election process; demand
free enterprises and capital-
ism so that small business
persons and entrepreneurs
have a fair and equal opportu-
nity to prosper; demand more
economic development and
stability; and demand better
safety and security.

Citizens should hold their
political leaders accountable
for their decisions and the
issues that are most impor-
tant to the future success of
their country.

Tim Johnson is senior
majoring in Spanish and
political science. He can be

reached at tj2b@mtsut.edu.
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These shoes were made for helpin’

By EMMA EGLI
Fearures Editor

Standing at the salad bar in McCallie Din-
ing Hall last spring, I looked down at the feet
of the girl standing beside me; she wasn’t
wearing any shoes. Puzzled, I turned around
and noticed the students standing behind me
weren’t wearing shoes either. I came to the
conclusion that either these kids were insane,
or there was some deeper meaning behind
this occurrence. :

Turns out the lack of appropriate foot attire
was significant, although, I wouldn’t neces-
sarily drop the notion of crazy considering
those cafeteria floors are far from sterile.
That day, thousands of people around the
world went barefoot to support TOMS Shoes’
‘One Day Without Shoes’ event.

TOMS asks that on this day, everyone go
barefoot for a day or even part of a day, to ex-

perience what children who live in poverty- .

ridden countries and can’t afford shoes must
go through. :

“It really raises awareness,” says Rachel
Thurman, senior nutrition and food science
major, who participated in ‘One Day With-
out Shoes’ last spring. “If someone sees you
walking around barefoot and asks why, you
get to tell them.”

It might seem ridiculous to walk around
shoeless, but imagine suffering cuts and
scrapes after walking on rough terrain, en-
during the cold and heat, or worse —infec-
tion. This is what children in places like
Argentina and Ethiopia must endure, and
TOMS is helping to shed some light on this
harsh reality. '

After walking around that day and wit-
nessing countless students trekking across

‘that

campus without shoes, I was curious. How
could a shoe company convince thousands
to not only buy their shoe, but
to subsequently take
them off?

Upon further
researching, it’s
clear that owner
and creator of
TOMS, Blake
Mycoskie, had
nothing but
good inten-
tions in mind
when he found-
ed the company
that donates
one pair of
shoes to
a child
for
every
pair

i s
pur-
chased
~ a sim-
ple concept
that has impacted children
in need everywhere.

“I have had many incred-
ible experiences since starting
TOMS,” Mycoskie expresses in his
blog. “None have been more mov-
ing or humbling than the 12 days that
I recently spent in Ethiopia; It’s hard to
believe, but thousands of children are dy-
ing every year in Ethiopia because they do
not have proper footwear.”

The TOMS Web site divulges that in
Ethiopia alone, approximately one mil-
lion people are suffering from Podoconio-
sis, a debilitating disease caused by walk-
ing barefoot in volcanic soil. The company
has since donated more than 300,000 pairs
of shoes since launching its ‘Shoe Drops’
in 2006. '

The simple canvas shoe has made an ap-
pearance on Oprah, The Today Show and

cause of their
rapid

growth
in popu-
larity, smaller
businesses  that
sell the once hard to find
foot attire are finding it
harder to keep them
on shelves. '

“We have wait-
ing lists,” says Matt
Straub, manag-
er of Nashville
Clothing Com-
pany, one of
the few stores
in the Middle
Tennessee area
that carries the
brand.

Photo by Ashley Hall,
contributing photographer

more recently, an AT&T commercial. Be-

Straub says that TOMS has helped their
store a great deal by creating an entire
niche market for merchandise that sup-
ports philanthropic endeavors.

“If we couldn’t get people to fall in love
with the style, then they definitely latch
on to the idea behind it,” Straub says. “We
have people coming in looking for products
specifically in that market where they ac-
tually give back to the community globally
or locally.”

And it’s not just companies that are get-
ting involved with helping the TOMS cause.
College campuses across the U.S. are host-
ing events and starting clubs in an effort
to get students to support the worthy cause
and rapidly growing trend.

“Last year someone donated $5,000 to
buy TOMS and give them out on cam-
pus,” says Mallory Ferraro, senior tex-
tile merchandising and design major and
president of the TOMS club at MTSU. “We
want people to get more involved other
than just going barefoot for a day.”

Students will get a chance to go barefoot
and learn more about TOMS today during
the ‘One Day Without Shoes’ event taking
place on the Keathley University Center
Knoll. One Big Owl and Beat Repeat will
be performing and TOMS goodies will be
passed out to students participating.

“I think it’s great that there’s some-
thing we can do,” Thurman says. “I can’t
necessarily go on a shoe drop myself,
but I can help out a child by buying a
pair of shoes.”-

So it may just be a trend, but it’s a trend
that’s helping thousands of children. Let’s
see you boast that kind ofaccomplishment,
Ugg Boots.

P’hoto courtesy of bandwallpapers.net

Sidelines welcomes current campus and community events submitted by all readers. Please e-mail
events to sifeatur@mtsu.edu, and include the name, date, time and location of the event. as well as your
name and a phone number for verification. We reserve the right to refuse events at our discretion as our

space is limited.

Sidelines is the editorially independent, non-profit student-produced newspaper of Middle Tennes-
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Bon Jovi

April 21 2t 7:30 p.m.
Bridestone Arena
Nashville, TN

Dave Barnes
April 16 at 9:00 p.m.
ExitIn

Nashville, TN

Owl City
April 19 at 6:30 p.m.
Nashville War Memorial
Nashville, TN

A Midsummer
Nights Dream
April 23 at 8:00 p.m.
Tennessee Performing Arts
Center - Andrew Jackson
Hall

Nashville, TN

Aretha Franklin
April 25 at 7:30 p.m.
Ryman Auditorium
Nashville, TN

see State University. Sidelines publishes Monday and Thursday during the fall and spring semesters and
Wednesday during June and July. The events listed are not necessarily associated with Sidelines or MTSU.

All event dates and times are subject to change.

Wednesday, April 21, 2010
7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Shamblin Theatre,

Lipscomb University

Her name is Carmela Camero, and she’s
facing life in prison if convicted of murder-
ing her newborn son.

Camero is a 19-year-old woman in Hen-
derson, Nev., who is accused of smothering
her baby a few hours after giving birth. She
pleaded not guilty in December 2009 and is
awaiting a trial this summer.

During my time as a court reporter
for the Las Vegas Sun, I've seen numer-
ous cases of death due to alleged child
abuse. Most of the children were younger
than toddlers and are said to have died of
multiple injuries stemming from abuse
and neglect. :

In eight months, I've covered seven fa-
tal child abuse court cases. That may not
sound like a staggering number, but it has
almost been one case a month since I began
my internship.

Child safety advocates have attempted to
lower abuse statistics by raising awareness
in April during National Child Abuse Pre-
vention month. It’s supposed to be 30 days
of prevention, treatment and education.
However, Nevada started out the month on
a sour note.

The most recent fatal child abuse case
occurred in Henderson, Nev., April 2 and
involved a 16-month-old girl. Police said
medical personnel discovered the child’s
skull had been shattered above her right
ear, causing hemorrhaging in her brain.

Her mother’s boyfriend, 24-year-old Cody
Geddings, was allegedly babysitting the girl
before the incident. Police said Geddings
explanations for the girl’s injuries were in-
consistent. He is charged with murder by
child abuse with substantial bodily harm.

It is estimated that almost five children
die each day as a result of child abuse,
according to Childhelp, a national non-
profit organization. Childhelp also found
that 68 percent of children are abused by
family members.

One of the alleged child abuse cases I

covered involved a father who told police
he often bit, pinched and punched his
3-month-old son. He said he also threw
bottles at his son’s head when the boy re-
fused to eat, according to an arrest report.

The boy was taken to a hospital in criti-
cal condition after an incident on Feb. 23
but survived.

The father of the boy, 21-year-old Andrew
Mendoza, was arrested and charged with
one count of child abuse with substantial
bodily harm, eight counts of child abuse,
and one count each of child neglect and
child endangerment.

Most of the cases of child abuse and neglect
I've encountered involve a parent’s significant
other, but this case was jarring because the
alleged abuser was the boy’s father.

Child abuse is a serious issue, and T've

‘never seen so many cases of it before I

moved to Nevada. But I'm beginning to see
that Tennessee has its fair share of cases.

The Tennessee Department of Chil-
dren’s Services responds to more than
37,000 reports of child abuse and neglect a
year. The department estimates that more
than 100 children are reported abused or
neglected every day in Tennessee.

Some anti-abuse slogans stress that
child abuse is 100 percent preventable.
The message I'm trying to spread is that
child abuse is a heinous act. Children are
defenseless against the world and should
be protected by the people who love them
the most. :

All of the cases mentioned are ongoing

investigations. The defendants are being .

accused of child abuse-related crimes by
the Clark County District Attorney’s Of-
fice, not the media.

Tiffany Gibson is a junior journalism
major living in Nevada and working for the

Las Vegas Sun.

Child Abuse Prevention
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Drag

ons are a kid’s best friend

DreamWorks' 'How to Train Your Dragon’ animation sets moviegoers ablaze

By LAURA AIKEN head? father (Gerard Butler).
Arts & Entertainment Editor Af- The personality—ﬁlled character voices
ter you from Butler, Jonah Hill, Jay Baruchel —
We can all appreciate the difficulty training see  “How Hollywood’s new favorite dweeb — Kris-

ten Wig, and America Ferrera electrify
the screen with mere hilarity in their
inflections. Baruchel, the voice of Hic-
cup, is especially nasally and whiny,
falling perfectly into place with his
hapless appearance. -

For Hiccup, a little fall

to Train Your
Dragon,” it’ll prob-
ably never pop up again.

In stark contrast to “Eragon,”
the secret to this film’s success
relies heavily on the witty, off-
putting  screenplay,
written by directors
Dean DeBlois and
Chris Sanders and

your pet. But, imagine if instead of a golden
retriever or a white Persian named Fluffy, you
had a dragon curled up on your doorstep.

Burly Scandinavians, wide-eyed dragons
and unlikely heroes thrive in the epic tale
“How to Train Your Dragon.” The film in-
corporates vivid visual grandeur and para-
mount animation, persuading fairy tale
admirers to want to trade in their mutts for
fire breathers.

In the wayward land of Berk, ruled by the
horned Vikings, the

only
pastime is killing
dragons. Brought to you by
DreamWorks and the same direc-
tors of “Lilo and Stitch,” this lush master-

piece, based on the book by Cressida .
Cowell, warms the hearts of even the
most bombastic warriors out there.
But instead of a capricious Stitch, we’re in-
troduced to an amiable, spunky black dragon
named Toothless.

Toothless is maimed with a Nemo-like tail-
fin, which grounds it from any aerial endeav-
ors. Hiccup, a scrawny young wannabe pur-
suing the family business, makes the mistake
of clandestinely befriending Toothless and
constructs a makeshift fin for it, enabling it
to fly again. In return, the dragon imparts its
species’ weaknesses..

There isn’t refreshing newness to this story.
Boy meets dragon. Boy helps dragon. They
become best friends and fly around togeth-
er. Is “Eragon” flashing repeatedly in your

of rain can
hardly hurt
him now. He
decides to go from zero to heroin a
Herculean effort to reveal the dragons’
compassionate nature, compromising his ac-

writer William Davies.

Along the way, the adventurous duo
runs into a hiccup or two — namely Hic-
cup sacrificing the village people’s ways
for dragon alliances. Essentially, he lives in
two worlds: one where he toils with other
Vikings-in-training, a taunting group of
school-like bullies and one where he frolics
with his isolated scaly friend.

Do vyou remember watching that
scene in “Harry Potter and the Gob-
let of Fire” with the Hungarian Horn-
tail? Well, this is how the Viking village
views the misunderstood reptiles — ex-
cept for Hiccup. Because of this, Hiccup
harbors Toothless from his pseudo-
friends and the village chief, his despotic

Photo courtesy of IGN Images

ceptance into the warmonger society.

Are dragons vicious carnivores or are they
cuddly pets? Will Hiccup disappoint Daddy
and his boisterous band of barbarians?

This film, as well as the script, is the ne plus
ultra of theanimated film industry—I daresay
it might even compare to a Pixar film. “How
to Train Your Dragon” '
orchestrates

magical  storytell-
ing and moral goodness on a level that the
masses can thoroughly enjoy.
But unlike other films depicting magical,
phantasmagoric worlds, this David vs. Goli-
ath story is worth the cost of admission.

R,

Across

1-Quizzes, trials; 6- Eggs; 9- Inclined; 14- Great; 15- Down for the count; 16- Golden Horde
member; 17- Affirm; 19- Club alternative; 20-Plant; 21- Gorillas, chimpanzees and orangutans;
22- Roofing items; 23- Et ____: 25- Brother of Moses; 26- Fit with clothes; 29- One of the
Channel Islands; 31- Banner; 32- Adorn with “oyster gems”; 36- To ____ |perfectly); 37- Air rifle
ammo; 38- Letters, e.g.; 40- Seeing, but not believing; 43- Apply chrism; 45- Earth Day subj.;
46- Cared for; 47- __ chk!; 50- Amphibian; 51- Ships’ officers; 52- Tree frog; 54- Babylonian
title; 57- Garlic sauce; 58- Sweet bread containing yeast; 61- Fishhook line; 62- Acceptable score
for a professional golfer; 63- Alleviates; 64- “Siddhartha” author; 65- Before; 66- Summit;

Down

1. Cookbook amts.; 2- Basic monetary unit of Greece;

MIEINTD L5 Te ala]tTa 3- Gush; 4- A Kennedy; 5- Hindu title; 6- Giraffe’s
Als|ela Wlolol et Tluln|g| cousin; 7-Ballot choice; 8- Citrus coolers; 9- On the line;
CRIal1 [INEROIL]E]A B 1Elo|e| 10-Rhino relative; 11- Author Calvino; 12- Burdened;
VlulciclAlrIL]alT a Elols| 13-Very,inVersailles; 18- Monument; 23- Extra-
Els|T TlelkR|n terrestrial being; 24- Limb of a felled tree; 25- Dadaist
MPAlRIs A alelrlels I Jean; 26- Beverage commonly drunk in England; 27-
Hloln T1elIn 5w Hlalo|els| Formicary residents; 28- Ahal; 29- Fortune-teller; 30-
‘5lolelk B lsTe’? ‘Ulalnla| Earlyhrs,;33-Encompassed about; 34- Sudden assault;
tlalmle|i BB elalTs % clo! 35 Queue; 37- Buddy; 39- Old Ford; 41- Permanently
Tlolsiulile Blelcltlole attached, to a zoologist; 42- South American tuber;
Tlalcl Elalr 43- Gillette razors; 44- Classical beginning; 47- Singer
AL e DG InTEPL Al Ple|als 'L | Cleo; 48- Siouan speakers; 49- Informs; 50- Blaze;
‘_§ elT(% ®lelelnlE %loluln| 51 Potato preparation; 52- Excitement; 53- 365
ilelels Tlelolaln BB I 1 | days; 54- Common; 55- Supplements, with “out”;
‘Elr|r]|S 2lalt Alclelp| 56-Forfearthat; 59- Gumshoe; 60- Automobile
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