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Walker:  1998 to be MTSU's I-A debut 
Ceremony held 
for university's 
announcement 
By Mark Blevins/start  

MTSU publicly announced its 
plans to move to Division I-A Tuesday 
in a ceremony complete with the 
MTSU band, cheerleaders and mascot 
Ole Blue. 

"We stand before you today 
because of the cooperative work of 
students, faculty, alumni, friends of 
the university, and the university 
community." said MTSU President 
James Walker. 

"We stand before you to announce 
MTSU's plan to move to I-A football 
in 1998," Walker said. "It is our 
intent to be playing with a full I-A 
schedule the fall of 1998." 

The opening words brought 
cheers from the audience which 
interrupted Walker's speech. 

"Our central focus has always 
been, and will always be, our 
academic program. This is our 
primary commitment and it always 
will be our primary commitment. 

Today's announcement regarding 
moving our athletic program to the 
highest level to serve to complement 
and enhance our commitment to 
academic excellence. 

"Additionally, I want to 
emphasize that the necessary funding 
for our athletic program to move to 
the highest level would not detract 
from our mission of academic 
excellence," Walker said, adding that 
no state dollars would be used for the 
renovation. 

"Today is a milestone in the 
history of our university. A milestone 
that will contribute to our pursuit of 
excellence as the university grows 
and moves into the future," Walker 
said. 

Athletic Director Lee Fowler 
spoke about the specifics of going to 
Division I-A and post-stadium 
funding for the program. (See related 
story, this page.) 

The Blue Raiders must increase 
scholarships for athletes and reach an 
average attendance of 17,000 for a 

I'odd Sorumyst.it! 

Head football coach Boots Donn 
back from moving to Division I-A. 
season before they can move to I-A. 

The university seeks to get the 
17,000 average attendance in 1997 to 
facilitate the move. 

If I-A status is awarded by the 
NCAA, the team must play at least 
seven of their eleven games against I- 
A teams for four years. 

Stadium renovation and 
expansion is set to begin Dec. 1, 1996 
and be completed Jan. 1, 1997, Fowler 
said. 

elly, left, expressed his belief that nothing was holding the university 
Athletic Director Lee Fowler is at right. 

Season tickets and skybox seats 
go on sale Jan. 1. 1997. 

Head Football Coach James 
"Boots" Donnelly praised the vision 
and sure-footed action of Walker and 
other members of the administration. 

"It is a tremendous day for Middle 
Tennessee State University It is a 
tremendous day for our alumni, for 
our present athletes and for our 
present students." Donnelly said. 

"It is a great day as far as Coach 

Housing explore options to overflow problem 

Donnelly is concerned for one reason 
and one reason only. 

"Speaking as an alumnus, 
speaking as a guy that got his 
education here under Coach [Bubber) 
Murphy, speaking as a guy who has 
always had a great deal of pride in 
the university because of my 
education, because of my athletic 
background here. 1 would like to 

Please see I-A, page 4 

Million dollar 
fund-raising to 
begin in Nov. 
By Dustin Schrimpsher 
and Mark Blevins/staff  

It's going to take about $950,000 
per year to sustain MTSU's I-A 
football program, according to 
estimates by university officials. 

So the athletic department has 
planned a fundraiser to cover the first 
year of expenses and then the 
program will be financially self- 
sufficient, according to Athletic 
Director Lee Fowler. 

Fowler said in a public 
announcement Tuesday that a 
campaign will begin Nov. 1 of this 
year and end March 1. 1996 to raise 
$1 million for first-year operating 
expenses necessary to sustain the I-A 
program. 

From November to March the 
department hopes to receive pledges 
that will be collected over the course 
of three 3 years to afford 
maintenance costs of moving to I-A. 

A firm projection date for the first 
year of I-A football has been set for 
1998. The date is the goal for the 
university not a guarantee. 

"As you can see . we've got a lot of 
work ahead of us," Fowler said it the 
ceremony Thursday. "Work that we 
can't do without fans and support 
from all Middle Tennesseans and all 
MTSU graduates." 

University officials have 
expressed confidence that the money 
can be raised. 

According to Larry Counts, 
director of Blue Raider Athletic 
Association, the BRAA has raised as 
much as $300,000 from alumni and 
friends of the program in the past. 

But, Counts says, benefactors 
have offered funds pending the move 
to I-A. 

Supporters of the program would 
rather give their money to see the 
program grow rather than to continue 
support of scholarships in a stagnant 
or declining program, according to 

Please see FUNDS, page 4 

By Heather Hybarger/staff 

Demand for campus housing is 
exceeding available space, leaving 
some students in cramped living 
spaces or without accommodations, 
and university officials are 
scrambling to find solutions for those 
with no places to live. 

Great Move Day, a 14-year- 
tradition here, was held Tuesday and 
helped move and place 152 students. 
But there are no more rooms for the 
remaining 108 male students 
requesting housing, said Dr. Tom 
Burke, dean of Student Life and 
interim Housing coordinator. 

"We don't have space in housing. 
The only way we will have space is if 
people move out. That's the reality of 
it," Burke said. 

Vicki Justice-Lowe, associate 
director of Housing, explained the 
overflow was caused by students who 
did not apply for housing early 
enough. 

i "If students did not get their 
applications in before the end of July 
they were placed in overflow," 
Justice-Lowe said. 

Most of the students on the 
waiting list did not turn in a housing 
application until Aug. 2. Some were 
even as late as Aug. 17, she said. 

However, the Housing Office does 
not have a cutoff date for accepting 
applications. 

While the women's dorms 
"evened-out" in terms of no shows and 

-'overflow, the requests for men's 
dorms did not. These are students 
who are currently attending classes 
and have no place to stay, Burke said. 

Sophomore James Sebree of 
Nashville stayed in a hotel for the 
first three nights of classes. Since 
then he has been sleeping on a 
friend's dorm room floor. He does not 
own a car so commuting is 
impossible. 

"Now I'm just waiting for housing 
to give me a room," Sebree said. 

There are some alternatives 
currently available for the waiting 
students. Burke said. 

Students have been asked to 

consider sharing a two-person room 
between three people by utilizing 
bunk beds. The students would be 
able to choose who they share a room 
with, and they would be given a 
discount on dorm rent. 

But some students find living 
three people to a room a little 
cramped. 

Freshman John Pollock 
complained about his three-person 

Please see HOUSING, page 5 

By Mark Blevins/staff 

MTSU student appointed to THEC 

MTSU Junior Chad White was 
recently appointed to the Tennessee 
Higher Education Commission 
(THEC). 

The SGA senator has been 
appointed to the Academic Affairs 
Committee of the Commission as a 
non-voting student member. 

White represents students from 
four-year Tennessee Board of Regents 
(TBR) schools across the state. His 
interest stretches beyond four-year 
schools and the Academic Affairs 
Committee to ultimately include all 
TBR schools and committees. 

At the August THEC meeting, he 
attended every committee meeting 
and has showed interest in two-year 
schools as well, according to THEC 
Deputy Executive Director Cathy 
Cole. 

Cole said that THEC wants to 
become a more consumer-oriented 
body so they started adding students 
to the Commission.    This is the 

second year of the addition. 
"They really want this input 

because it keeps them on the right 
track to where they're headed," White 
said. 

White said he wants to improve 
communication between student 
bodies across the state so that 
student concerns can be presented to 
the Commission more efficiently. 

"You've got to get students 
involved," White said. 

One issue that White raised was 
the need to clearly define the role 
students play in the development of 
their student fees. 

White became involved with this 
issue this summer when MTSU 
passed a $65 student activity fee 
increase. White says students were 
left out of the decision-making loop on 
the increase. 

Cole said that because White 
raised the student involvement issue 
to  the  Commission,  it  will  open 

 Please see WHITE, page 5 

Brian G. Miller/staff 

SGA President Shane McFarland discusses the budget at the 
Senate meeting Tuesday night. 

SGA discusses fee increase, 
participation in government 

By Amy Carpenter 

Housekeeping was the objective 
for the Student Government 
Association's Tuesday meeting. 

Members of the committee 
investigating the fee increase 
reported their various, preliminary 
findings. 

Junior Senator Chad White 
concluded that the referendum over 
the fee increase will be held October 
24-25 during freshman elections. 

SGA President Shane McFarland 
explained the SGA budget, cut 
approximately 2.lc/r from last year. 
McFarland    said    that    a    more 

streamlined budget is better because 
the money left over usually is put in 
a general fund from which the SGA 
does not directly benefit. 

The SGA recently added the 
position of Secretary of State to 
research past legislation. A student 
worker has also been included to 
work for SGA's public relations. 
Former senator Damon Brent has 
been elected to serve on the Supreme 
Court. 

"I want to take my time in 
appointing members to the court, so 
that the court will be diverse and 

Please see SGA, page 5 
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Thursday, August 31,1995 

Vacationing: 
using internet 
to plan it out 
It's easy to saxe time, money by 

using the Net 
for planning 

Planning a 
trip can be a; 
hassle, espe- 
cially if you've 
never done it 
before. You 
need to know 
where you are 
going, how to 
get there, where 
you'll be staving, 
and so on and BO 

forth. Keeping that in mind, you 
search for the easy way out. whether 
it be a travel agent or planning 
around brochures from places 
previously traveled. Stop pulling 
urtmr hair out because there in an 
easier, less expensive way of 
preparing. 

By the time this article g: 
press, I will be in the midst ol 
[first Internet planned vacation Mj 
destination: Cleveland, Ohio Every 
music fan knows that this weekend 
marks the grand opening of the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame. And believe it 
or not, a majority of my trip was 
planned via the Internet—saving 
time and money. 

Upon hearing of the concert for 
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, I 
knew I had to be there. After 
pointing my web browser to 
Ticket master 
(www.ticketmaster.com), I learned 
when tickets went on sale and the 
number in Ohio to order them. While. 
at this site, I also took the time to! 
find other events of interest for that 
weekend in Cleveland, but 
everything interesting was sold out. 

After obtaining tickets to the 
[concert, a trip to Cleveland was a 
necessity. All I needed now was a 
game plan. Yahoo (www.yahoo.com), 
a searching Mecca on the net, put me 
in command of my voyage. Linking 
through Regions/States/Ohio, I came 
upon Cleveland—my pleasure 
destination. The menu offered more 
than I needed to know for a good 
time. The most helpful informant for 
my cause was Multiverse 
(www.cleveland.oh.us). This website 
offered an informative schedule of| 
events for the Labor Day weekend to 
further advance my leisure time. 
The event list suggested numerous 
things to see and do and provided me 
with names, addresses, phone 
numbers, costs, hours—basically 
everything I would learn if I took the 
time to make about 40 long distance 
phone calls. Multiverse also has a 
listing of the preferred dining 
establishments, shopping centers to 
suck the remaining cash from my 
wallet, and a downloadable map of1 

Cleveland to minimize any attempts 
I might foolishly make at asking 
directions. 

After surfing through Yahoo's 
Hotel section and choosing a place to 
stay, my trip was set and I had 
successfully planned a vacation via 
the Internet. But I wasn't done yet. 
I received e-mail from a net-friend 
(much like a real friend but you'll 
probably never meet this person). He 
wanted to notify me "the artist 
formerly known as Prince" was 
booked at a club in Cleveland on 
Labor Day weekend for an aftershow 
(following the concert for the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame) gig. Through 
the powers of technology, he was able 
to inform me that 500 tickets were 
being released to the public and 
another 1,500 were going to 
celebrities like Steven Speilberg. I 
was able to obtain the tickets—all 
thanks to the Internet. 

So, I'm off to Cleveland to see two 
concerts and a much publicized 
museum. Hopefully, the next trip I 
take can be planned as easily as this 
one. However, I can't'help dreaming 
of the day when I can drive to Ohio 
iA fast as I can link to it. 

For more information on how to 
access the World Wide Web or other 
forms of the Internet, e-mail Joe at 
legman@knuth.mtsu.edu. HBO will 
broadcast the concert for the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame September 2, 
7:30 p.m. A complete schedule is 
available at 
(www.pathfinder.com/HBO/hbo- 
rocks/menu/menu.html).  • 
4 '• 
Editor's Note:  Joe's column will run 
as regular Thursday addition. 

FEATURES 
SIDELINES 

Second-annual African Street 
Festival comes to MTSU 
Fest will feature music, arts and crafts 
BvSIMONE 
DeLONG  staff 

.Student Pro- 
gramming and The 
Fine Arts Commit- 
tee are sponsoring 

African Street 
Festival this 
weekend. 

"This    is    the 
>nd year of 

doing it. and I hope 
it will become an 
annual event for 
t he M urfreesboro 
and MTSU to grow 
together culturally " 

I Minn John 
Assistant Director 
of   Student    ! 

nming. 
A goodwill 

effort bet 
MTSU's Student 
Programming Fine 
Arts and Kwame 
Leo Lillard with the 
African-American 
Cultural Alliance in 
Nashville. the 
festival will take 
place on the 
Campus Green 
between the Cope 
Administration 
Building and Peck 
Hall this coming 
weekend. 
Saturday's activities 
will begin at 10 a.m. 
and conclude at 6 
p.m. Sunday's 
activities will begin 
at noon and conclude 
at 6 p.m. 

This weekend's 
festivities include 
food vendors, jewelry 
sales, incense sales, t- 
shirt sales, arts and 

SHERRI  i.AROSI Reggae Fun 
The Reggae band Mystic Meditations will be performing at 
Music on the Knoll on Friday at 3 PM. Exodus and Orchestra 
Mondo Oingus will also perform in the free concert. 

crafts, ethnic music 
and food. There will 
be reggae bands. 
Exodus on Saturday, 
and Infrared Rockers 
on Sunday, 
headlining. On 
Sunday, there will be 
a Gospel Showcase 
featuring two choirs 
from the 
Murfreesboro area, 
Mt. Zion Missionary 

Baptist Church and 
the MTSU Voices of 
Praise gospel choir. 

"1 am really 
excited about this 
being an annual 
event over the Labor 
Day weekend, 
particularly in 
conjunction with the 
MTSl' football game 
against TS1'." said 
Johnson. 

"This is 
something that is 
needed for the 
University and the 
community 
specifically to 
promote and to make 
people aware of 
diversity We 
anticipate a lot of 
community and 
c ampus people to 

See FEST, page 8 

'Dangerous Minds' 
shows Pfeifer in 
an important role 
Role as inner-city teacher shows serious side 
By DONNIE HITCHCOCK /Slat! 

In newspapers and on television people 
hear about the trouble kids who come from the 
inner cities are having. Kids in the inner cities 
are dropping out of school at an alarming rate 
and the ones who decide to stay in school have 
teachers who just pass them on because many 
feel the effort put into trying to teach them is 
not worth the time Every once in a while a 
teacher comes along who really does care and 
gets through to the students. The mo\ ie 
''Dangerous Minds" is about a teacher who 
takes the time to get through to her students. 

Luanne Johnson (Michelle Pfeifer) is an 
ex-Marine who is interviewing for a teaching 
job in Palo Alto California where she has just 
moved. The one opening the school has is in 
the academy class. The academy class consists 
of students who are disruptive in class and 
have a problem staying out of trouble. The 
first few days she has no control over her class 
and she is about to give up on them. She then 
ries new approaches towards her class. She 

gives them incentives to learn like a free trip 
to the amusement park and a dinner at the 
finest restaurant in the area. With these 
incentives she gets her students to learn 
college level poetry and how to relate it to 
everyday life. The students realize how much 
they care about Miss Johnson and how much 
Miss Johnson cares about them. 

Miss Johnson is portrayed by Michelle. 
Miss Johnson is a very strong-minded 
individual. She does not allow her students to 
run over her and she does not try to come 

across as an authority figure She think- at 
first, that these kids are just troublemakers 
with no will lo learn, then she realizes tli 
one has ever taken the time to teach thei 

"why should they try'" Michelle has finally 
taken on a role which could finally make 
people taking her acting seriousK Shi - very 
impressive and believable, and it looks to me 
that she put a little effort into the role. 

The supporting cast is filled mostly with 
young "up-and-coming" actors who do a very 
good job portraying students from the inner- 
city The one supporting cast member some 
may recognize is George Ozundza. George 
plays Hal Grifith who is a longtime friend of 
Miss Johnson's. He also teaches in the 
classroom next to her and helps her out with a 
few situations that arise. 

Many teachers who teach in the inner-city 
start to get the feeling that their work is going 
to waste. Many feel if the children do not care 
so why should they? This movie illustrates 
what a teacher can do when a little effort is 
put in by both parties, many times the 
students and the teachers give up after just a 
little battle. 

Dangerous Minds is the story about one 
teacher who took a chance on some students 
the system had just discarded. If you are 
looking for a movie with a lot of action this is 
not your show, but if you are looking for a very 
informative movie with a great story choose 
this one. Dangerous Minds is rated R for 
language and would be a very educational 
couple of hours.  • 

Learning 
a lesson 

from 
Lewis 

My mother has always 
been big on "'Family Get 
Togethers." Every month she 
tries to have a big party in 
honor of anyone that is 
having a birthday. These 
events usually happen in a 3 
step progression: 

1. Someone is at least 
thirty minutes late, causing 
the food to get cold. 

2. Mom prepares way to 
much food, causing me to eat 
until food backs 
up in my throat. 

3. One of my nieces or 
nephew gets hurt. 

Although it sounds like a 
three    ring   circus    it   is 
really well,    okay,    so 
maybe it is like a three ring 
circus, but it gives everyone a 
time to come together and 
see what is going on in 
everyone else's lives. 

This summer at one of 
the glorious family get 
togethers, my step-brother 

outside standing beside 
Lewis, my 1978 Chalkboard 
Green Chevrolet Impalla, 
taking part in the age old 
activity called conversation: 

Me: Mike,     how 
much would it cost to get 
Lewis painted? 

Mike: I don't know 
(Flicking back the peeling 
paint covering a rust spot). 

I could probably paint it 
if you got it ready and bought 
the paint. 

Me: Really!? 
Mike: Yeah, really. 
Me (thinking to myself): 

Mike sure is a sucker to 
agree to paint my car if all I 
have to do is get it ready. 

Mike (Thinking to 
himself): Jason sure is a tool. 

Feeling cocky and full ofl 
myself, I began the chore of 
my life: Sanding paint off of 
my car. No, I didn't use any 
type of sissy power sander, I 
used my own two (soon to be 
blistered) hands. 

Every afternoon for an 
eternity (about a week and a 
half) I went to my step- 
brother's house and sanded 
my car. Was it fun'r Kinda. 
I may be an idiot, but getting 
out in the semi-secluded 
woods and working on my car 
made me feel kinda manly. 
Okay, so I am an idiot. 

After the car was sanded, 
it was time to apply the 
Bondo. If you aren't familiar 
with Bondo application, take 
a large bottle of Elmer's 
Rubber Cement, rub it into 
your hands, and try to floss 
your teeth. Having never 
used Bondo before, I actually 
did have to floss my teeth 
with the stuff on my hands. 

The Bondo experience 
made me feel very un-manly. 

When it was all said and 
done, my step brother helped 
me get rid of the "worst 
Bondo Job" he had ever seen 
and put a fresh coat of paint 
on Lewis. Although I still 
have to finish peeling off the 
tape I put on the chrome to 
keep paint off, I am proud to 
drive around in Lewis and 
his new paint. 

Next time my mother has 
a "Family Get Together" I 
will be there, but when 
sombody starts to talk 
automobiles I'm gonna do the 
dishes. • 

Entertainment Extra! 
What to do in the area this weekend and beyond 

Today 
Outbreak will be playing at 
the MTSl'Theater tonight at 
6:30 and 900 p.m. 
Kiddle Road and 
Radioactive Flowers play at 
Mainstreet, 8 p m $4 cover. 
Shadow Castles will play at 
the Mix Factory, 8 p.m. 
The Wesley Foundation 
will hold a free Clown 
Workshop at 7 p.m. Learn the 
art of clowning! 

Friday 
Charlie's Attic and 
Freakshow will play at 
Mainstreet. Doors open at 8 
p.m. $4 cover. 
Blues Other Brother will 
play at the Mix Factory, 9:30 
p.m. 
Comedy on the Square 
presents Tucker Forrest, 
Eagle Garcia, Lester Bibbs 
and Jerry Walski. Shows at 8 
& 10 p.m. tonight and 
Saturday. $7 cover, must be 
18 or over. Reservations at 
849-1256. 
Music on the Knoll: Exodus. 
Orkestra Mondo Pingus and 
Mystic Meditations will 
perform a reggae show in 
front of the KUC beginning at 
3 p.in. today. 

Saturday 
MTSU Football: Blue 
Raiders vs. TSU at Jones 
Field at 6:30 p.m. Students get 
in free with ID. 
The Wesley Foundation 
will host a pre-game pizza 
party, 5 p.m. 
African Street Festival: 
Sponsored by Student 
Programming. A celebration 
of African Culture including 
arts, crafts and live music on 
the green between Cope 
Administration Bldg. and 
Peck Hall. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
today, 12-6 p.m. Sunday. 

Tuesday 
The Wesley Foundation 
will host its Tuesday Night 
Dinner at 5:30 p.m. $2.50 for 
full-course meal. 

Helpful Numbers 
Campus Twin Theater: 
890-0205. 
Stones River/Jackson 
Heights Plaza Carmike 
Cinemas: 890-8330; 
extentions 25 & 26. 
Ticketmaster: 737-4849 
REM grass seats are still 
available! 

Editor's Note: Entertainment Extra will appear in Sidelines on 
Thursdays throughout the semester. If you have an event you 
would like to see listed contact the Features section at 898-2917, 
or E-mail requests to Brent Andrews at: brentl@ix.netcom.com 
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