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Student pilot dies in plane crash 
By Sarah B. Gilliam and 
Associated Press Reports 

Editor 

Senior MTSU aviation student 
Mitch Wilson died Monday when 
the plane he was flying crashed in 
Pennsylvania, injuring three pas- 
sengers, officials said. 

Wilson, 21, (lew out of 
Springfield, Tenn. with three oth- 
ers on a Piper Cherokee en route 
to Philipsburg, Penn. when it 
crashed about 3 a.m. in a remote 
area, according to state police and 
the Federal Wiation 
Administration. 

State police said Wilson was an 
instrument-rated pilot who was 

flying under  instrument  tlight Rescue 
rules due to bad weather when and recovery 
traffic controllers lost contact with workers had 
the plane. to  build   a 

"He had all the licenses he road to reach 
needed, In- was just finishing up the crash 
ilk- courses he needed to fulfill the site, a wood- 
requirements for the degree," said ed area near 
Wayne Dornan, an associate pro R 1 a c k 
tessoi and Wilson s adviser. Moshannon 

The plane had been cleared to State Park in 
land at the Mid State Regional C e n t r e 
Airport in Philipsburg at 2:47 
a.m., at which time it was about 
two miles from the runway ami 
thing at an altitude of about 3,2(Ki 
leei. said lim Peters, a spokesman 
toi      the     Federal     Aviation 
Administration. See Pilot, 2 

Wilson 

i ountv, state police said. 
The three iniured passengers, 

also from Tennessee, were taken to 
hospitals lor treatment ot multi- 
ple injuries, a Civil   \ir Patrol 

Students write on Wilson's Facebook 
"Thank you all for your wonder- 

ful words. At this time, they are 
words I really already knew...but 
what a blessing it is to know he had 
such wonderful friends...Always 
remember him and carry a part of 
him in your hearts. And 
know...reading your words gives 
me more comfort and clarity than 
you will ever know...Thank you all 
so much....Love Mitch's Mom" 

"I can remember you coming to 
my job 3 week ago asking me to fly 
with you and i just laugh because of 
the fear of flying but now that 
laugh was a tear of sadness but i 
know you are in a safe place man it 

sucks it to see bad things happen to 
good people, one thing i will never 
forgat about you (Mitch) is that 
one time Coach Offutt called our 
name and you asked him Coach 
did you need me and he replied not 
you "Mitch" the "Swole Mitch". I'm 
going to miss you "Bald Eagle" #17 
SHS Football for life baby!" 

"Mitch, you were always at home 
in the sky. My mom would wave at 
every plane that went overhead in 
case it was you. Whenever 1 think 
about an all-around good guy your 
name is always at the top of the list. 
My family's thoughts and prayers 
are with you and your family." 

"The words i want to say cant 
even explain how i feel right now. 
The moment i heard your name so 
many memories raced through my 
mind like football practice when 
we constantly joked with one 
another and you calling me big 
head all the time. You were a great 
friend to me and i know to every- 
one you meet I will miss you and i 
know you're in a better place right 
now. Higher than you could ever 
reach. We all love you and i hope to 
see you again oneday..RIP" 

See Quotes, 2 

Students fight to keep Green Power alive 
By William C. Fancher 

Staff Writer 

Student representatives from 
MTSU and Tennessee Tech 
University have petitioned 
Tennessee Roard of Regents 
Chancellor Charles Manning in 
the hopes of saving the Green 
Power program, voted on by stu- 
dents of both universities last fall. 

The program provides on- 
campus energy from Green 
Power Switch, a public service 
project in association with the 
Tennessee Valley Authority. The 
energy is generated from renew- 
able resources such as solar and 
wind energy, reducing depend- 
ence of fossil fuels including oil, 
natural gas, and coal. 

Before the program can be 
implemented, it must first be 
approved by TBR. On |une 9, 
Chancellor Manning issued a 
memo to President Sidney 
McPhee and Tennessee Tech 
President Robert Bell, stating that 
he was not willing to approve the 
program as defined in the fall 
2005 SGA elections. A copy of the 
memo was also sent to Students 
for Environmental Action repre- 
sentative Brandon Armstrong 
and Tennessee Tech representa- 
tive Tyler Pannell. 

Under the program, student 
fees are to be increased by eight 

Last year, Students for Environmental Action encouraged MTSU to adopt the Green Power program 

dollars per student per semester.    Green  Power program passed    Armstrong. "It's the 
with an overwhelming 89% 
approval from the student body. 
Tennessee Tech also approved its 
own program by a large majority. 

"We participated in the student 
democratic       process,"      said 

Five dollars will go to providing 
renewable energy, while the 
remaining three dollars go toward 
on-campus c6nservation pro- 
grams. The fall election at MTSU 
saw a record 3,800 voters, and the 

students 
money, and we've already decided 
what to do with it.' 

In the memo, Manning recom- 
mended a four-dollar student fee 
increase to fund on-campus con- 
servation programs, but without 

funding toward renewable energy 
through Green Power Switch, cit- 
ing "unresolved issues" between 
TBR and TVA. These issues 
include a conflict over TVA's basic 
rates, stemming from a large cap- 
ital investment made by TBR 
toward a cogeneration energy 
plant serving MTSU and 
Tennessee Tech. 

President McPhee replied to 
the Chancellor's memo on June 
13, supporting the compromise. 
Armstrong and Pannell, who 
helped organise the Green Power 
votes on their respective campus- 
es, felt that the program could still 
be implemented in full despite 
Manning's reservations. 

On June 16, Armstrong and 
Pannell sent a memo to 
Chancellor Manning and 
Presidents McPhee and Bell, out- 
lining their objections to the 
compromised program. The 
memo stated that Green Power 
Switch is audited by an independ- 
ent third party, the Center for 
Resources Solutions, and its fees 
are not put into TVA's general 
fund. Therefore, TBR's conflict 
with TVA should have no fiscal 
impact on the Green Power pro- 
gram. 

"I think [Manning's] reasons 
are genuine, but we see it as com- 
paring two different things," said 
Armstrong. 

The memo emphasized the 

importance of Green Power as an 
expression of students' desire for 
clean energy, and that a compro- 
mise based on irrelevant issues 
"marginalizes the voiced will of 
the students and undermines the 
democratic process." Armstrong 
and Pannell also recommended 
that the five-dollar renewable 
energy fee be placed in an escrow 
account until the "unresolved 
issues" were satisfactorily cleared 
up. 

Less than a week after 
Armstrong and Pannell's objec- 
tion. Chancellor Manning replied 
via e-mail, confirming that he will 
recommend the eight-dollar fee 
as outlined in both universities' 
elections. The program will be 
implemented in full for one year, 
during which a "task force" of stu- 
dent, faculty, and professional 
representatives will evaluate it. 

"We are very interested in 
green power," said Manning. "And 
we are also interested in keeping 
expenses as low as possible." 

Armstrong said he applauds 
the Chancellor's decision and the 
support of TBR. However, while 
Armstrong and Manning are 
both confident in the Board's 
approval, the program has not yet 
been approved. The final decision 
will be made on Friday, June 30, at 
TBR's quarterly meeting on the 
campus of Tennessee State 
University. 

Gov. signs bill to increase funding 

Mwto by Adam Casto | Photo Edtor 
Gov. Phil Bredesen came to campus last Wednesday for the ceremonial 
signing of the 2006-07 Appropriations Bill, which will increase the money 
for educational programs and teachers' salaries. 

By Wesley Murchison 

Assistant News Editor 

Governor Phil Bredesen came 
to MTSU last Wednesday, June 21 
for the ceremonial signing of the 
2006-2007 Appropriations Bill. 

The event was hosted in the 
courtyard of the Business and 
Aerospace Building at 11:00 a.m. 
Students from the Governor's 
School participated in the cere- 
mony. 

The new bill - which was spon- 
sored by Senators Douglas Henry 
and Jim Kyle and Representatives 
Craig Fitzhugh and Kim 
McMillan - was a modified ver- 
sion of Bredesen's original bill. 

At $26.3 billion, the bill focused 
on education, healthcare and eco- 
nomic and development. 

"With the signing of this budg- 
et - the fourth balanced budget of 
my administration with no new 
taxes - we confirm today this 
state's commitment to educa- 

tion," Bredesen said during his 
speech. 

Most   of  Bredesen's  speech 
focused on the bill's inert. 
spending tor education. 

The total amount of money 
appropriated to education, 
including both K 12 and college 
amounted to over S366 million 

"From day one, education has 
been the fundamental priority foi 
me personally, and tor my admin 
istration as a whole,' Bredesei 
said. "On the day I look office 
more than three years ago. we hai 1 
a pretty big hill to climb it we 
were going to be able to make the 
investments in education our 
children deserve." 

Bredesen highlighted key 
improvements in education, 
including a $20 million increase 
for pre-K; an extension for the 
Books for Birth program; $1 mil- 
lion for the creation for a residen- 
tial math and science high school; 
a raise of teachers' salaries above 
the Southeastern average; and a 

$600 million increase for mainte- 
nance and major projects on col- 
lege campuses, such as the 
approval for the first phase of 
MTSU's new science building. 

Aside from education, the bill 
would also make for improve- 
ments in Tennessee economy and 
healthcare 

I truly believe the most funda- 
i lental responsibility of state gov- 

ernment is the education of our 
children ... but we are doing 
good things and making invest- 
ments that count in other areas as 
well," Bredesen said. 

The investments include 
increases in Tennessee's Rainy 
Day fund and state employee 
salaries, as well as assistance to 
make healthcare more affordable 
for chronically sick adults and 
low-income children. 

The bill would also include 
additional resources for law 
enforcement to combat Internet 
crime and meth labs. 

Bredesen praised the bill for 

being "fiscally conservative." By 
working with money that was 
already available, the bill did not 
raise or create new taxes. 

"Fiscal discipline and savings, I 
believe, are true hallmarks of a 
state with the right priorities," 
Bredesen said. 

Along with the spending 
increase made towards education, 
healthcare and the economy, Gov. 
Bredesen and legislators were able 
to save $16 million, which made 
up roughly a 0.1 percent deduc- 
tion from last year. 

Near the end of the speech, 
Bredesen praised the bipartisan 
collaboration made in writing the 
bill. 

"This budget represents real 
progress, and none of it could 
have been achieved had we not 
put aside the predictable and stale 
political debate ot the past and 
worked together in a bipartisan 
effort to serve Tennesseans," 
Bredesen said. 
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New vaccine 

Twenty million people in the 
United States ate infected with 
human papillomavitus, or HPV. 
health officials estimate. 
However, a new means of pre- 
vention is on the horizon. 

FEATURES 

Local kayaking 

Tired of doing the same old 
thing every weekend? 
Looking for something new 
and exciting to do this sum- 
mer? Kayaking could be the 
breath of fresh air that you 
need. 

SPORTS 

M'boro Musicians 

The City of Murfreesboro 
has a "hidden treasure" 
that hardly anyone knew 
existed. The Murfreesboro 
Musicians are a professional 
basketball team managed 
by former pro. pastor, and 
musician Ben Tankard. 

MTSUSIDELIfJESCOM 

Online today 
Watch out for 
the Sidelines 
Podcast. O LOG ONI 

Got a news tip, band listing, 

campus organization activity, column or 
story idea or a gripe? Che* our Web 
site fot contact information. 

LETTERS POLICY 
Sidelines welcomes letters to the 
edrtor from all readers Please 
email letters to slapno9nrtsu.edu. 
and indude your contact mforma 
tion for verification. Sdefiies wi 
not pubfch anonymous letters We 
reserve the right to edit for gram- 
mac length and content. 

Sidelines is the edrtonaHy inde- 
pendent, student-produced news- 
paper of Middle Tennessee State 
University Sidektes publishes 
Monday and mursday during the 
Fal and Sprmg and Wednesday dur- 
ng June and July. 
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New vaccine 
comes to MTSU 
By Bryan Magdal 

Staff Writer 

Twenty million people in the 
United States are infected with 
human papillomavirus, or HPV, 
health officials estimate. However, 
a new means of prevention is on 
the horizon. 

Merck Co. Inc. has created a new 
vaccine for HPV, which will soon 
be made available to physicians. 
Immunization for HPV will be 
offered to students at MTSU later 
this summer through the 
McFarland Health Services Clinic 

Dr. Pat Spangler of MTSU's 
McFarland Health Services said 
that MTSU is one of four universi- 
ties in Tennessee that will be part of 
a new program that provides 
immunization for the virus. The 
other universities include the 
University of Tennessee, the 
University of Memphis and 
Vanderbilt University. 

"We're still working out the 
details," Spangler said. "We will be 
meeting with representatives from 
Merck over the next several weeks. 
Well have more information avail- 
able after the Fourth of July." 

According to information from 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, of the approxi- 
mately 100 different HPV strains, 
more than 30 are sexually trans- 
mitted. If there are symptoms, the 
most apparent will be in the form 
of small swellings or discolorations 
in the genital, groin and thigh 
areas. These are typically referred 
to as "genital warts" and can appear 
within weeks of contact with an 
infected person, though in some 
cases, they do not appear at all. 

Although HPV infections will 
often clear up on their own, a per- 
son exhibiting syntoms should not 
ignore the dangers or avoid treat- 

ment As with many diseases, early 
diagnosis is one of the best means 
of treatment. HPV is usually 
detected when a pap test returns 
abnormal results, after which fur- 
ther tests are administered 

Spangler said that HPV infec- 
tion can cause irregularities in the 
cervix that might indicate cancer- 
ous cell growth. For this reason, he 
said, college age people, especially 
women, should get checked for this 
virus before it causes more serious 
problems later, since it is the lead- 
ing cause of cervical cancer. 

Merck Co. Inc. has been devel- 
oping the vaccine, called GARDIS- 
IL), for several years, according to 
information from the pharmaceu- 
tical manufacturer. Testing has 
involved over 12,000 women in 13 
countries. 

The test groups involved women 
ranging in age from 16 to 26 years 
from countries that included 
Brazil, Columbia, Denmark. 
Finland, Iceland, Mexico, Norway, 
Peru, Poland, Puerto Rico, 
Singapore, Sweden, the United 
Kingdom and the United States. 

The vaccine, administered 
through the injection of three 
doses over a period of a few days, 
has been found to be very effective 
against certain cervical pre-cancer- 
ous conditions and cervical can- 
cers associated with several strains 
of HPV. 

Furthermore, there were no 
adverse side effects reported by 
those using the medication, other 
than some local discomfort in the 
area where the vaccine was inject- 
ed. 

Spangler said that later this sum - 
mer, the McFarland clinic will offer 
a more detailed presentation with 
information on the new vaccine, its 
costs to the students, and other 
treatment options for HPV. 

student 
Continued from 1 

spokeswoman said. 
Dornan said the young pilot 

was an above average student and 
a team player in the classroom. 

"Frying a plane is not the only 
thing—it's being a team player. 
During that time, we had a crew 
member who needed a lot of 
help—Mitch volunteered. He real- 
ly went to bat for his team and 
helped his two other crew mem- 
bers," Dornan said. 

With 700 students in the aero- 

space department, MTSU has one 
of the top aviation programs in the 
nation. 

"A sad thing about this busi- 
ness—it is a risky business, and 
when you get into it, you will lose 
someone you know," Dornan said. 
"He was a really good student and 
a good pilot" 

Sidelines used information 
gathered by the Associated Press in 
this story. 
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Classifieds 
Marketplace of MTSU 

EMPLOYMENT FOR LEASE OPPORTUNITIES 

FOR RENT SUB LEASE POLICES 
1  Bulim apt  in Historic Campus Crossings for sum- 

District. Electric, water and mer. 1 will pay pan of June Sidelines will be responsible 

gas   furnished.   No   pets rent. 4 BDRM apt. - 1 bdrm only for the first incorrect 

Available   June   1.   $200 sub-lease.   Call  615-478- insertion  of  any  classified 

deposit, J5Q0.00 per month. 0076. advertisement No refunds will 

615-898-0075 or 615-347- be made for partial cancella- 

1676. Campus Crossing 2 BDRM for tions.Sidelines reserves the 

Fall and Spring  I signed a right to refuse any advertise- 

large 4 BR/2BA house, close new lease t am moving. ment it deems objectionable 

to campus. S310/student X 4, Both rooms available for sub- for any reason Classifieds will 

♦ utilities. Good student dis- lease. Call isham 423-227- only be accepted on a prepaid 

count   available. S350'stu- 4166 or Jay 270-853-0100 basis Ads may be placed in 

dent,     security     deposit, 

absolutely NO pels Call 898- ROOMMATES 
the Sidelines office in Mass 

Comm, Rm 269. For more 

2005, or 400-9967. 

FOR SALE 
information, call the business 

office at 615-898-5111. Ads 

TOWNHOUSE- 2 Bedrooms, V.I.P. TICKETS: VANS W»rtr>so are not accepted over the 

11/2 Baths, Den with (ire- TOUR. Slilir DAN,  MICMAEI phone Ads are free for stu- 

place. Washer & Dryer hook- MCDONAIO, KOIN. STMWOOO dents and faculty for the first 

ups. Patio, Central Heat & Air, AMMMEATErt. V.I.P. TCKT. HOLD- two weeks. 

J550.O0 per month, J 550 00 ER   BUT  NOT  GOING  TO  THESE 

Deposit. NEAR CAMPUS, 1 SHOWS. CALL 270-853-0100 

Year lease required    615- 

566-5100. INTERNSHIP 

Now accepting 
applications for Fall 
2006 Editor Positions 

APPLICATIONS CAN BE PICKED 
UP AT THE SIDELINES OFFICE IN 

THE JOHN   BftACC   MASS 
COMMUNICATION BUILOINC 

Is July 26 

CD'S * RECORDS 
TAPES * JEWELRY 

New & Used CD's - Records 
125 Lasseter Dr. 

Murfreesboro, TN 37130 
OPEN MON-SAT11-7 

M 

MTSU plans future 
for Honduras project 

Paige 1 lall | Staff Photographer 
The villagers of Cane, Honduras held a fiesta for the MTSU group on the last day of their trip Students and faculty members stayed in Cane for two 
weeks to do humanitarian work 

Professor sees potential for university-wide participation 
By Sarah Crotzer 

News Editor 

Over the past two weeks, we've seen how 
the Honduras project started at MTSU, devel- 
oped into a collaboration between multiple 
departments and led to a trip that involved 30 
students and fatuity members. Now, in the 
final installment ot our Honduras series, we 
find out what happened at the end of the trip 
and where the project will go from here. 

Having spent two weeks in the village ot 
Cane working with children, painting, build- 
ing, planting trees and more, the group from 
MTSU prepared to return to the United 
States. However, the people of Cane had a sur- 
prise for their last day. 

"They had a big fiesta for us," said Jette 
HaJIaday, theater professor, who spearheaded 
the trip and the project. "It was a grand party 
- they did performances that were far better 
than ours! They served us great food and we 
danced and we danced.. .0" 

But Halladay said that final celebration was 
bittersweet. 

"I saw some of the children hugging the stu- 
dents and they were weeping, she said. "The 
children were saying, Don't go.'" And some of 
our students shed a few tears, as well." 

The people of the village invited them to 
return, and the mayor himself told the group 
there are many more projects they can work 

on. Halladay said they are in the process ol 
making plans and trying to finance ways to go 
back, but future trips will be somewhat diffei 
ent. 

"I'm hoping small groups, maybe six or 
seven people at a time, will go foi a week m 
two weeks, with a special project in mind she 
said. Additionally she said she hopes ti i •' n I i 
center at MTSU to help nol onh Hond 
but other countries as well. 

In the meantime, however, r lall.ul.iy is I' 
ing to bring more people into the Hond 
project. 

"Students have talked to me from different 
departments, and said, 'How can I get 
involved?'" she said. "I tell them and I'll tell 
students who read this article now go to 
your professors and say. There are these 
things happening. Is there a way for our 
department to get involved?' There's no 
department on campus thai couldn't be 
invoked somehow." 

The Honduran president has recently man 
dated that English be taught iii even class 
room. In response, Halladay said she is already 
contacting the education department to find 
people who are teaching English as : second 
language. 

"The teachers don't know English, and they 
don't have English material, so it's really an 
impossible request." she said. "Bui the) are SO 
hungry to learn.' 

One student is equally anxious to go back 
and help. 

The trip wasn't long enough for me," said 
senior theater student C. |. Jordon. "I cried 
when I got back. I just wanted to be there. I 
loved being with people who needed me." 

lordon said she saw a difference in the 
lifestyle mentality of the Hondurans, describ- 

l is  living life to live" as opposed to "liv- 
ing because there's nothing else to do." 

I feel that, in the States, sometimes people 
pel up i'lst because they're tired of sleeping, 
whereas in I londuras, every single day, we saw 
people getting up to live," she said. "If they 
didn't get up, they couldn't keep the house 
they were living in, or get the meal they need- 
ed to provide for their family." 

This outlook on life is a key reason why she 
wants to go back to Honduras, Jordon said. 
Right now, she is pursuing ways to return 
sometime within the next year and continue 
teaching English to the kids, but she also 
hopes to remain involved with the project 
long-term. 

"My entire future has changed because of 
this trip, she said. 

Check out the Podcasts page on our web 
-Us for exclusive footage of the Honduran 
fiesta. If you are interested in finding out more 
about the Honduras project, or how you can 
get involved, contact lette Halladay at jhalla- 

•itsu.edu. 

Qll0t6S:   Students say goodbye" 
Continued from 1 

"Mitch...you were always the happiest guy I knew! No matter what I 
was going on in your lite you had a smile on your face. You were taken j 
way too young but 1 know that I will see you again! Fly with the angels." | 

"Mitch, you're going to be missed by many people, and I hate to hear \ 
that you are gone. Your a good friend and made our classes together run.' 
You went down doing something you loved to do like many people have 
already said. We are going to miss you dude." 

"God bless you Mitch. I can only hope that you are in a much better j 
place now. My thoughts and prayers are with your friends and family." ! 

"Mitch, I still can't believe it. But now I understand why we all had j 
such a perfect weekend together. Of all the great memories I have of you, 
I think that last night's were the best I know that you are in a Perfect 
Place, but I can't help but miss you. You have always and will always have 
a special Mitch-sized place in my heart. I love you so so much You will j 
never ever be forgotten. Until I see you again...." 

"Mitch...I don't know what to say. It still seems so unreal to me and 
probably to the rest of the family. I keep wanting to "wake up" and real- 
ize that this was all just a crazy dream. At least we have you up there on 
our side, watching out for us. You were such a good person, we know for 
sure where you are. I love you and miss you so much already. I'll see you 
again one day!" 

"I can't believe what has happened, Mitch. All I can think about were 
our days on the football field and in the weight room and all the times 
we had It was a true blessing to know you and have you as a friend. You 
will be greatly missed buddy." 

"You are a good friend mitch and you will be missed Words can't 
express how much everyone is going to miss you. I saw from some of 
the other postings that people have said that you were doing what you 
loved I am sure of it as well. I assume you are already being a guardian 
angel for some young pilot out there. There is certainly a STAR for 
Mitch Wilson in heaven." 

"Hey Mitch!! I can't believe you're gone. But you sure did love flying 
didn't you? We had some good times didn't we? You always kept every- 
one laughing. We love you and you will be terribly missed See you again 

^someday." 

"God Bless you my friend.,.you will be missed." 

CRIME BRIEFS 

Terry June 21—26, 2006 
Logan was notified and a 

June 21—3:06 p.m. fire unit arrived on the 
Scarlett Commons Club scene. 
House - 

Parking services called and June 25—2:36 p.m. 
advised that someone hit Sims Hall 
their bus and left the scene. Complainant called in to 
The suspect was working report his bike being stolen 
the front desk at the club- at Sims Hall bike rack on 
house at Scarelett Commons north side. Bike described 
when a repo man came to as silver vertical PK7 and 
repossess his vehicle. Blue Bike Chain Lock. 
Suspect got in vehicle 
attempting to flee and struck June 25:—4 :24 p.m. 
the repo man and bus. Lisa East Main Street 
called Uackson to advise Randy K. Heidgerken, 23, 
that no one is watching the of Murfreesboro was given 
desk. a traffic citation for failure 

to obey traffic control 
June 22—08:26 a.m. device, registration violation 
Lyon Hall and financial responsibility 
Some one called and law. 
advised that one of the 
ladies staying in the dorm June 25—8:01 p.m. 
has had their bike stolen. Murphey Center 

/ S.P. Hill discovered vandal- 
June 23—2:06 p.m. ism of two campus bath- 
Tennessee Livestock Center rooms—water overflow and 
Officer came upon a vehicle toilet seat dispenser tore off 
that might be stuck in the wall. Two "Juice 
livestock lot. Offices waited Concentrate" boxes busted 
for the wrecker to arrive— open on floor near conces- 
Hackett brothers automotive sions # 4. 
came to pick up the vehicle. »! 
They pulled her out and June 26—4:09 p.m. 
subject is going back home. Fairview Building 

Fire alarm trouble caused by 
June 24—6:25 p.m. maintenance. 
Recreation Center 
Subject's car caught on tire. 
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OPINIONS 
Wednesday, June 28, 2006 

Bush Administration needs to 
improve its media strategy 
By Tim Hill 

Opinions Editor 

Besides a lifelong membership in 
the "Jelly of the Month" club, a solid 
conservative appointee to the US. 
Supreme Court is the gift that keeps 
on giving. New Justice Samuel Alito, 
Jr., much like UN Ambassador John 
Bolton, has arguably been kicking 
major tail in his new job. The Bush 
Administration needs to defend the 
president's actions if they want victo- 
ry in Iraq and in November. 

Justice Alito has been labeled as 
the new tie-breaker by numerous 
articles by the Associated Press. 
However, Justice Anthony Kennedy, a 
Reagan appointee, has become the 
court's new moderate. Kennedy 
joined the majority opinion that said 
police officers with a warrant don't 
have to knock and announce them- 
selves. Alito agreed with that opin- 
ion, but he shouldn't be counted as 
the tie-breaker. 

Alito has also taken an under- 
standable approach to capital pun- 
ishment. He cast the tie-breaking 
vote upholding the death penalty law 
that Kansas instituted, but he actual- 
ly needs to be praised for part of that 
ruling. Kansas originally wanted the 
death penalty to be carried out 
against the inmate while the state fin- 
ished its appeals to the Supreme 
Court. One of Alito's first actions was 
breaking the tie to stay the execution 
until the Court decided on the 
inmate's fate. 

In New York City, another Bush 
appointee has been making strides 
that aren't being appreciated enough. 
UN Ambassador John Bolton hasn't 
thrown any papers at Secretary 
General Kofi Annan yet, even though 
there are plenty of reasons for him to 
do so. Bolton has demanded greater 
accountability from a body that 
clearly does not want it. The same 
United Nations that says they want 
Iraq to be a part of the international 
community again is the same body 
that cut $350 million dollars from its 
inspection team's budget. 

Bolton has also led the criticism of 
the new Human Rights Council, 
arguing at first that a new agency was 
not needed if it wasn't specifically 
structured to punish corrupt 
nations. Even though three or four 
nations got behind Bolton, the UN 
Assembly had the votes needed to 
create the council. Bolton has 
pledged to work to make sure that 
the council doesn't reward corrupt 
governments. 

Yesterday, it was announced that 
White House Communications 
Director Nicolle Wallace was step- 
ping down in order to spend time 

with her husband. This departure 
offers President Bush the chance to 
get real when dealing with a press 
corps that still believes Al Gore was 
elected president in 2000. 

The President's base believes Bush 
has been "apologizing for winning 
the election." Bush still has not 
vetoed a single spending bill, and his 
two calls on Congress to pass a line- 
item veto doesn't justify it. Bush fool- 
ishly named a Texas friend, Harriet 
Miers, to the Supreme Court seat 
that conservative groups helped Sam 
Alito eventually win. 

When Cheney accidentally shot 
someone during a hunting trip, the 
president did not encourage his 
party to run ads about former 
Democratic presidents who loved to 
duel. When Democrats complained 
that Bush was watching Hurricane 
Katrina from his Texas ranch. Bush 
didn't present them with proof from 
Google Maps that Crawford was 
closer to the 
action on 
the ground 
than the 
White 

m&mi ing flag burning 
is a direct contradiction 

House com- 
piex   was of the First Amendment 
Bush' did defending   traditional 
not   waiver . . i_ i        i_ marriage is noble, but 

sadly does not have the 
support of enough^'Red 
State" Senators. 

when 
authorizing 
the handing 
out of bil- 
lions in 
F E M A 
aid—16% 
of which we 
now know 
was spent 
a n d / o r 
obtained 
fraudulently (and that was just a low 
estimate!). 

A new White House press strategy 
is needed to energize the president's 
agenda before November. The White 
House needs to operate from the 
attitude of, "Not if, but when" the 
Democrats pick up some seats in the 
Congress, the opposition party will 
have a lot of energy going into the 
presidential elections in January 
2007. 

The president's press strategy 
needs to include hitting the college 
radio circuit for interviews. Even 
though many student DJs are radical 
leftists, Bush could use the debate 
prep. Instead of condemning The 
New York Times for helping the ter- 
rorists, Bush should try becoming a 
contributing guest columnist. No 
speechwriters, interns, or top aides 
should help him write his own views 
for it, either. 

Bush needs to explain his relation- 
ship with Bill and Hillary Clinton. 
My biggest fear is that Bush is helping 
Sen. Clinton get elected president 
one step at a time. "I'm no Marxist," 
is the perfect way to distinguish him- 
self from them. Fishing trips in 
Kennebunkport should be author- 
ized with discretion. 

Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist 
and the RNC are using wedge issues 
to sway the voters. They're doing this 
because they don't have much else to 
offer the voters this year. It is not rea- 
sonable to bring any constitutional 
amendment for a floor vote if your 
caucus isn't even behind it. 

Banning flag burning is a direct 
contradiction of the First 
Amendment; defending traditional 
marriage is noble, but sadly does not 
have the support of enough "Red 
State" Senators. 

To bring conservatives to the polls 
in November, the Republicans will 

need      more 
than just hot 
dogs,   Cokes, 

and     free 
bus    rides 
for     their 
voters than 
the    other 
guys    will 
have      on 
hand. The 
party needs 
a record to 
stand 
behind. 
They n^ed 
a president 
who does- 
n't cede his 
constitu- 

tional powers 
to Tom 

Daschle, but instead recess appoints 
the most controversial of his judicial 
nominees. 

In regards to Iraq, Bush needs to 
have it in his mind that conservatives 
want "our boys home," and if not 
brought home, then certainly reposi- 
tioned for Iran, Syria or North Korea 
next. 

These are all actions that will force 
media coverage. For too long, the 
president has had to rely on talk 
radio hosts and maybe a few Fox 
News anchors to defend his record. 

It doesn't have to be that way, Mr. 
President I'm telling you this as a 
brother in Christ. J 

Tim Hill is a senior liberal arts 
major, is a conservative liberals can 
have a beer with, and can be reached 
best at sbpinio@mtsu.edu 

II 
-Tim Hill, opinions editor and a senior 

liberal arts major 

Letter to editor: Hill's column 
offered wrong comparisons 

Oh DEAR GOD! 
Tim Hill's op-ed ("Corruption in Washington") 

wrongly bundles Clinton's lying with that of I. Lewis 
(Scooter) Libby. However, those two examples do not 
relate to the broader issue of financial gain and govern- 
ment access that is occurring now within this administra- 
tion, and, sadh/, led to the political demise of Newt 
Gingrich back in the early 1990's. 

In those instances, money bought access, favors and 
policies that favored those entities funding politicians. 

More research into this would encourage most 
Americans to favor public funding of political campaigns 
as it would likely save billions of dollars in taxpayer 
"favors" to those who would buy access otherwise for 
unnecessary public works and expenditures. 

In the case of Clinton's lying versus that of Scooter 
Libby, those two cases are like comparing apples to 
Howitzers. Clinton was asked under oath about having 
consensual sexual relations with another adult Scooter 
Libby was asked about actions that promoted a war of 
choice in a sovereign country by identifying a covert CIA 
operative—an act that the current President's father con- 
sidered treason. 

The actions by Libby and others within this adminis- 
tration have caused the needless death of more than 
2,500 of America's military, maimed tens of thousands of 
others, not to mention the needless deaths of tens of 
thousands of Iraqis. Moreover, the actions taken by 
Scooter and others within this administration have 
enriched corporations within the defense and energy 
industries who were or are linked to this administration. 

Scooter's boss, Dick Cheney, was the former CEO of 
Halliburton, which has been accused and is under inves- 
tigation for obtaining billions of dollars in revenues from 

illegal no-bid contracts in Iraq and after Katrina. Its stock 
price has escalated from near $10 per share in early 2002 
to $70 a share today. 

One final thought on the corruption that Tim Hill 
spoke of for all Americans to consider: As the current 
operations in Iraq continue in this war of choice, do we 
Americans wish to continue on the road to conducting 
fbr-profit wars? Iraq is likely to cost $ 1 trillion before all 
is said and done. 

I am all too aware of the sacrifice the all-volunteer 
forces give to this country. I am justified in asking this as 
my second son is fighting in Iraq at this time as a mem- 
ber of the U.S. military (the best fighting force in the 
world) but one which is being stretched thin by this war 
of choice. Enticements by private contractors also woo 
our soldiers to leave the all-volunteer military to work for 
them for five times the amount. 

With so much of the operation of this war in Iraq 
being outsourced to private military contractors—from 
feeding the troops to providing security details to certain 
VIP's in country— does it benefit our national security to 
embrace this policy? 

Should we allow such a stranglehold by the defense 
and energy industries on our policy-makers? Does this 
war open the floodgates to the military-industrial com- 
plex that former Republican President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower warned us about so many decades ago? 

Finally, do our current war policies encourage the con- 
cept of war as a last, rather than first resort? 

Maura Satchell 
Bachelor of Science, Journalism 2004 
Whitehall@comcastnet 

QUESTION: "How many Republicans does it take to screw over the middle class?" 

ANSWER: 
voinovich." 

"Five. By name, they are Lincoln Chaffee, John McCain, Susan Collins, Olympia Snowe, and George 
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Bush policies, lack of 
parenting contribute 
to educational crisis 
By Ian Skotte 

3rd Moderate From The Sun 

What can I say about the current state of educa- 
tion in the U.S., other than the plain facts that it 
is under-funded and left behind? 

President Bush's "No Child Left Behind" pro- 
gram lacks any merit in helping students and 
teachers improve the system. The current 
administration points their finger and blames 
teachers for doing a bad job. To "solve" this 
proBlem, Bush has under-funded a policy 
whose sole purpose was to "teach every child in 
America." 

Bush proposed to focus federal dollars on 
programs that worked in public schools and so 
on. Yet, due to this administration's tactics, pub- 
lic schools have been forced to discontinue 
after-school programs because of a lack of 
funds. 

So what has been working? In Tennessee 
alone, high school dropout rates have been on 
the rise. Not only that, but where should 
President Bush be focusing the money to 
reverse this trend? 

Maybe it needs to go to parents. Most of the 
time, parents are the ones who are forced to 
work more than one job to support their chil- 
dren. Unfortunately, this has left parents unable 
to do their job at home—parenting and rein- 
torcing the education of their kids. 

The saddest thing when it comes to educa- 
tion is the promptness to point the finger at 

teachers for doing a bad job. Teachers today 
have a choice: teach the kids or discipline the 
kids. In some schools, far too many times teach- 
ers have resorted to the latter. 

President Bush can't receive all the blame on 
this one, however. Congress obviously could do 
more, and states could very well do more on the 
state level. Of course, state lawmakers can, at 
times, be more stubborn than indicted mem- 
bers of Congress. 

So, what is the solution to fixing education in 
the United States? One word: care. Teachers 
need to care about how they mold these minds 
of the future. 

The caring shouldn't stop at teachers. It 
should include the parents, students and even 
the lunch lady. Parents, too, should care enough 
to get their children enthused about learning all 
there is to leam out there. Students need to take 
it on themselves to better their academic lives. 

Finally, there is the government. At all levels, 
they should care enough to support those par- 
ents who are unable to always be there for their 
children because of being overly worked. There 
are things besides tax cuts that can really help 
these parents be there for their kids. 

Who is ultimately to blame for our educa- 
tional crisis in this country? If we look inward- 
ly, we shall soon see. 

Ian Skotte is a senior journalism major, does- 
n't always blame the President for everything 
wrong under the sun, and can be reached best at 
uis2a@mtsu.edu. 
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FREEDOM COSTS A BUCK Of RVE 

What would you do 
if you were asked to give up your dreams Tor freedom 

If asked to make the ultimate sacrifice 

Would you think about aB them people 
Who gave up everything they had. 
Would you think about all them War Vtts 
And would you start to feel bad 

Freedom isn't free 
It costs folks like you and me 
And if we don't all chip in 
We'H never pay that bill 
Freedom isn't free 
No, there* a hefty {frickjn} fee. 
And if you dont throw in your buck *o five 
Who will? 

What would you do 
If someone told you to fight fa freedom. 
Would you answer the cafl 
Or run away fikeaKttJefwussyl 
'Cause the only reason that you're here. 
Is, 'cause folks died for you in the past 
So maybe now ifs your turn 

Freedom isn't free 
It costs fofcs like you and me 
And if we dont aR chip in 
We'll rlever pay that bill 
Freedom isn't free 
Now there's a have to hook'in fee 
And if you dont throw in your buck 'o ffve 
Who will? 

You don't throw in your buck *o five. Who w»? 
Oooh buck'o five 
Freedom costs a buck'o five 
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Fire destroys studio, but not bands 
gy Wesley Murchison 

Assistant News Editor 

'"You want to hear some F—ed up 
news?'" was the first thing guitarist Layne 
Meylain of the Tony Danza Tap Dancing 
Extravaganza heard over the phone last 
Thursday morning. 

No, not really," was Meylain's 
response, but had little choice. That 
morning, Concert Productions, the stu- 
dio he and his band practice in, caught 
fire and burned for eight hours before 
authorities were able to get the flames 
under control. 

"So I got in my truck and 1 rounded 
Memorial. I could see the clouds of 
smoke. I was like, 'that is probably all out 
stuff.'" Meylain recalled. "The closer I go! 
the bigger the clouds of smoke got. When 
I got on Main Street everything was 
blocked off." 

The building and all its contents were 
destroyed. Meylain lost a total of $12,454 
worth of equipment out of $17,000 for 
the entire band. It was his gear - micro- 
phones, a power amplifier. P.D. mixer, 
equality control channel and an assort 
ment of cables and peddles—that the 
band used to plav shows. 

But Meylain and his band were not the 
only ones to suffer a loss. The building, 
located at 654 West Mam Street across 
North West Broad Street and sitting next 
to CSX Railroad tracks, housed the music 
equipment of 15 bands, 13 practice 
rooms, one recording studio and one 
workshop. The fire department was noti- 
fied sometime between the hours of 5 and 
6 a.m., just shy of an hour before the first 
music act was scheduled to perform at 
Bonnaroo. When the fire department 
arrived it was 6.23 a.m. 

No one knows when the fire started 
exactly, and as of yet, investigations have 
been inconclusive as to the cause. What is 
known is the loss felt by the bands—the 
loss in money, time, a place to practice, 
and even more damaging, the loss in 
music. 

"It such a shame that place burnt 
down. It was like a mega for bands who 
came through Murfreesboro," said Daniel 
Scobey, owner and manager of ITC 
Productions. 

Scobey knew many of the bands that 
practiced at the rehearsal studio. Having 
played in several bands throughout his 
life before starting ITC Productions in 
2002, Scobey has a unique position of see- 
ing this tragedy both as a musician and 
businessman. 

Scobey was about to start recording 
with Espaso and was already working 
with Killer Bee Killed when both bands 
lost their gear to the lire. 

I in actually going to probably loan a 
drum set to those fellas," Scobey said of 
Killer Bee Killed 

"If you .lie a wealthy business owner 
you need lo have the sense lo insure your 
property," Scobey said, adding that "the 
bands should have [had] renters IIMH 

ance for their space. The contents should 
have been covered by the bands. 

'let Scobey knows. both personally and 
through the experience with his studio, 
that bands make difficult sacrifices for 
their musk often leaving them to live a 
poor life style. 

"Bands are flaky," Scobey said laughing. 
"They don! pay renl on lime; they are liv- 
ing the dream 

The tire has setback recording time tor 
Scobey with Espaso and Killer Bee Killed, 
but it is !he loss of a place to practice that 
he feels leaves a hole in the Murfreesboro 
music scene 

"Something will have to come up to 
replace it," Scobej added. If something 
doesn't replace it, it could IK- a big loss." 

The building burned tor about eight 
hours. Ii was 1:04 p.m. when it was 
declared clear by the fire department, but 
Meylain had arrived well before then. 

"I started walking and there came 
Chris [last name] from Los Cobra who 
just threw up his arms up and said,'every- 
thing is gone'... You could see inside and 
everything was burned," Meylain said. 

Drum is among the debris that remains at the site of the Concert Productions fire June 15 
destroyed A loss of $12,454 worth of equipment and of $17.000 for one band 

"[The fire department asked us it we had 
practiced last night and we said we did. 
and they said i! started around out 
room.' 

City planning had the precarious rem 
nants of the building bulldozed to the 
ground, before any of the bands could sal 
vage their music gear. Even with the loss 
of the equipment, Tony Danza, one of 
Murfreesboro's top touring bands, was 
still able to play a show in Nashville .if 
Rocket Town that next day. 

Presently, the band is having fo scram 

ble and re-shuffle their plans: delaying 
their next CD by two months, possibily 
pulling out of the Warped Tour and bor- 
i owing equipment from local and even 
national bands that open for them to 
avoid canceling local shows. 

"It was kind of a reawakening, that tirsi 
song we played." Mevlam confessed of the 
first the band played after the fire. "I just 
got pissed ott. We are basically just playing 
nit other people's stuff rocking out on 
their stuff." 

But even with the travesty of losing a 

I'hotn by Abby Waddnup- 

The building and all its contents were 

practice space and their equipment the 
band has been able to keep their sense of 
humor about it all. 

"Luck be a lady tonight!" Jessie 
Freeland, lead singer of the band, screams 
ghoulishly to the crowd at a recent show 
in Murfreesboro. "Luck be a lady to begin 
with!" 

Wesley Murchison will continue his 
report on the loss of Concert Productions 
next week. 

Festivals for 
the 4th 

Looking for something to do for the fourth? 
Whether you're going home, hanging in the 
'Boro or making the trek to Nashville, there 
are several options to ensure you get your 
dose of American patriotism. 

Celebration Under 
the Stars 
Murfreesboro, Rutherford 
County 
Right here at the MTSU campus 
on the Intermural fields, activities 
for families will precede the fire- 
work display at 9 p.m. Bring blan- 
kets, chairs and some snacks, but 
no alcohol. This is a dry campus, 
after all. 

Independence Celebration and Fireworks 
Show 
Smyrna, Lee Victory Recreation Park, Rutherford 
County 
This display will take place Sunday, July 1st and 
will feature food, music and games from 5 - 9 p.m. 

Music City July 4th Spectacular. Portrait of 
America 
Nashville, Riverfront Park, Davidson County 
This is Nashville's largest, 
one-day event from 12 
p.m. -10 p.m. It will fea- 
ture a fireworks show 
over the 
Cumberland 
River accompanied by 
the Nashville Symphony 
Orchestra (how you'll be 
able to hear them is any- 
one's guess). Get there as early 
as possible to grab a good 
spot— last year over 100,000 
people flocked to the small 
park. Two stages will be 
set up, featuring per- 
formances by Jamie O'Neal, Diamond Rio, 
the Charlie Daniels Band, Ronnie Milsap, Scrap 
Metal, Josh Turner and others. Food vendors will 
be present. 

Goodlettsville Independence Day 
Celebration and Encampment 
Historic Mansker's Station, Davidson County 
This unique all-day event includes a cannon 
firearm display, a reading of the Declaration of 
Independence as well as a fireworks show. 

Crockett Park Concert 

Brentwood Crockett Park Amphitheater, 
Williamson County 

If you'll be the Brentwood area, a sedate but 
enjoyable display will be held at the beautiful 

park on Crockett Road. Pack a picnic and find 
a good spot on the lawn to 

watch The Kadillacs per- 
form at 7 p.m. followed by 

fireworks. 

Franklin Celebration 
Franklin High School Stadium, 
Williamson County 
Sponsored by the Franklin Lions Club, 
activities geared towards families will 
be held at the Franklin High School 
football stadium on Hillsboro Road 

from 4 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Lebanon Celebration 
Lebanon, James E. Ward Agricultural Center, 
Wilson County 
This Wilson County town will host a fireworks dis- 
play and activities. 

White House Independence Day 
Celebration 
Whitehouse City Park, Sumner County 
This will be an all-day event with its craft show, 
music, games and food. If you should get there 
around 6 a.m., you can enjoy the pancake break- 
fast. The day closes with a fireworks display at 9 
p.m. 

Gallatin Chamber Independence Day 
Celebration 
Gallatin Civic Center, Davidson County 
Typical fare with food, music and fireworks 

from 4 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 

Ample opportunities 
for local kayaking 

By Rangebar Merani 

Shores and Stripes 
Hermitage, Nashville Shores, 

Davidson County 
Enjoy fireworks, a boat parade and an undoubt- 
edly over-crowded water amusement park from 
June 24 to July 4. General admission to the park, 
open 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. daily, is $21.95 with 
reduced rates for children. 

Staff Writer 

Tired of doing the same old 
thing every weekend? looking 
tor something new and exciting 
to do this summer? Kayaking 
could be the breath of fresh air 
that you need. 

Kayaking is a sport that ^M\ 

appeal to both outdoor enthusi- 
asts who enjoy the peaceful con 
nection with nature and thrill - 
seeking daredevils who push the 
sport to its limits. 

MTSU's Campus 
Recreation Center 

. students a chance 
to both learn and go 
kayaking. The Outdoor 
Equipment Rental 
located in the Campus 
Recreation ( enter 
allows students to rent 
kayaks and kayaking 
equipment to prepare 
them for a fun experi 
ence. 

"Kayaking isn't very 
difficult to learn, 
explains Assistant 
Director of Outdoor 
Pursuits Tim lewell. It 
just takes some getting 
used to." 

The Outdoot 
Equipment rental 
offers a kayaking package that 
includes a kayak, paddles, a hel- 
met and lifejacket. This package 
is available for all students for 
$16 and for guests at an addi- 
tional cost. 

Although the spring and fall 
may have conditions more suit- 
able for kayaking, the summer is 
a good time to learn because the 
water level is calm. 

"It really isn't the best time to 
go kayaking, because the sum- 
mer is so dry and the water level 
is low," explains lewell. "It's best 
to wait for some rain before 
kayaking during the summer. 

"The Harpeth River, Duck 
River and F.Ik River are all some 
local favorites to go kayaking 
on," Jewell says, "but the Stones 
River is the closest spot." 

For those of you who don't 
want to travel far to kayak, the 
Stones   River   right   here   in 

Murfreesboro is perfect for pad- 
dling. 

"The Stones River is a great 
spot tor beginners to learn how 
to kayak,"explains lewell. 

For those of you who would 
like to travel a little further and 
maybe camp out for a weekend, 
there are plenty of other rivers to 
visit. 

"The Duck River is probably 
one of the best rivers near," 
explains lewell. "The Elk River 
isn't that far off either." 

Safety Tips 

From Tim Jewell 

At least 3 boats in a party 

Uilize equipment. Wear helmet and life jacket 

•Beware of water conditions 

•Know both your skill level and partners skill 
level. 

For those who are already 
experienced paddlers, the Ocwc 
River and the Harpeth River 
maybe better options for plan 
ning a trip. These rivers offer 
more challenging rapids and 
heavier water currents. 

In addition to supplying you 
with equipment, the Campus 
Recreation Center also gives 
kayaking lessons during the fall 
and spring semesters. 

"We have instructional clinics 
and kayak role clinics that take- 
place in our pool at the 
Recreation Center during the 
school season," lewell says. 
"They focus on basic instruc- 
tions such as stroking and pad 
dling." 

Along with all the fun and 
excitement kayaking provides, 
there are also dangers and haz- 
ards that exist. 

"The most important thing to 

remember is safety first," Jewell 
explains. "At least three boats in 
a party. That way there are 
enough people to help in a crisis 
situation." 

Anyone going kayaking 
should always remember to wear 
their helmet and life jacket. 

"The life jacket and helmet are 
there for a reason," Jewell 
explains. "They don't work if 
you don't where them." 

Kayakers should also be aware 
of the water conditions for the 

river they 
choose. 

"Here at the 
Recreation 
Center, we use 
an internet site 
called amerian- 
whitewater.org 
to check the 
water conditions 
for rivers in our 
area, "says Jewell. 
"They have 
water gauges 
that check the 
water level to let 
us know if it's 
safe to paddle." 

The Campus 
Recreation 
Center is hold- 
ing a kayaking 
trip on 

September 16 and 17 for stu- 
dents and guests to learn about 
kayaking. 

"It's going to be a weekend 
trip, says lewell. "We're going to 
limit it to about 12 people and 
we'll camp out for the weekend." 

And for those of you who arc 
really interested, there are a few 
guys trying to form a kayaking 
sports club. They will be taking 
memberships this fall at the 
Recreation Center. 

Whether you're trying to do 
something new or just trying to 
enjoy the beautiful summer, 
kayaking is a great sport to learn. 
With the many rivers to choose 
from and all the equipment you 
need at the Campus Recreation 
Center, it's very convenient to 
get started. Just grab a few 
friends, pack up your things and 
plan on having a great time. 
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Local team makes sweet music 

Ptmo I'* \i't' V 

Murfreesboro Musicians forward Chris Ferguson beats' 
for a layup as teammate William Pippen (right] lot 

stall  is .i  specta 'il  of 
Murfreesboro to enjoy. 

"It just iiH>k lime i<n the team 
to prove itself and to gain credibil 
ity,™ head coach Steve ruckei says 
Tucker's team was hardly well 
known ,n the start ol the season, 
kit as the end p| roaches the 
squad has proven itsell as it 
attempts i<> gain a foothold and 
become a fixture of the 
Murfreesboro community. 

I lie Murtreesboro Musicians is 

By Ebony Pugh 

Staff Writer 

The City ot Murfreesboro lias a 
"hidden treasure" that hardly any 
one      knew      existed.      The 
Murfreesboro  Musicians are a 
professional basketball team man- 
aged by former pro. pastor, and 
musician Ben Tankard. Although 
the Musicians are still struggling 
to establish name recognition, the 
talent of the players, coaches and 

a professional franchise owned by 
parent company Musicians 
Group, Inc. The team is a part of 
the World Basketball Association, 
which is a minor league affiliated 
with the National Basketball 
Association. 

The VVBA teams, which include 
the Murfreesboro Musicians, 
Anderson Heat, Arkansas 
Archangels, Cleveland Majic, 
Druid City Dragons, Cartersville 
Warriors, Marietta Storm, 
Mississippi HardHats, North MS 
Tornadoes and Rome Gladiators, 
play a season of 24-30 games dur- 
ing the months of April, May, lune 
and July. 

The Musicians currently play at 
Musicians Arena, currently 
housed in the Oakland High 
School gymnasium. With little 
fanfare and recognition, the 
Musicians have brought profes- 
sional basketball to Rutherford 
County. WBA games provide an 
affordable, family-friendly basket- 
ball experience, with tickets priced 
at ten dollars. 

The organization has attempt- 
ed to build geographic ties to the 
area, partially as an attempt to 
build a devoted fan base. Four 
current Murfreesboro Musicians 
are former Middle Tennessee Blue 
Raiders. Fats Cuyler, Tommy 
Gunn, Steven lackson and 
William Pippen are all Musicians 
who have donned MT blue in 

• ■cent seasons. 
I uvler and lackson are still 

young players but they are devel- 
oping well, and Pippen and Gunn 
are very skilled, which makes 
them top-rated players in the 
WBA," Tucker said. Each of these 
four were also key contributors 
for the Blue Raiders, and all four 
hope the future holds plenty of 
opportunity. 

Tucker has thus far been 
pleased with his team's perform- 
ance. The Musicians had com- 
piled a 10-7 record as of lune 20, 

and are currently jockeying for 
preferable playoff seeding. 

"We've had an outstanding 
home season," said Tucker. The 
hotly contested regular season will 
soon give way to bigger and better 
things, including a tournament in 
Rome, Ga. hosted by the league 
leading Rome Gladiators. 

Tucker has undoubtedly been a 
key asset in guiding Murfreesboro 
to a successful start as well as fin- 
ish. Tucker's hard work and dedi- 
cation have not gone unnoticed, 
as he was voted 7th on the list of 
top current professional coaches 
at the minor league level compiled 
by Pro Basketball News. The assis- 
tant coaches, management, and 
staff have also played a large role 
in the Musicians season. 

A successful season helps the 
players and coaches get more 
recognition inside and outside of 
the community. With the almost 
overnight popularity of the 
Musicians, more and mote bene- 
fits await the team. 

One major tencfit of playing in 
the WBA is gaining the skills 
needed to take a pro basketball 
career to the next level. 

"The WBA is a platform for the 
players to display their skills." 
Tucker said. 

The league doesn't just give the 
players an outlet tor participating 
in the game they love. The WBA 
also gives the players an opportu- 
nity to showcase their talents 
enough to advance their careers, 
which may include- stops in the 

NBDL, European leagues, the 
CBA and eventually the NBA. 

Last season about 22 VVBA 
players were invited to take part in 
NBA training camps, and five of 
these players went on to make the 
rosters of NBA teams. 

Although the Musicians are 
approaching the end of their first 
season, they end it with respect 
and support from the 
Murfreesboro community. 

1 hough they might not be hidden 
for long, the Musicians hope to 
remain a treasure of the 
Murfreesbt >ro com mun ity. 

For more information regard- 
ing the Murfreesboro Musicians 
or the World Basketball 
Association please visit 
www.musiciansproball.com. 

i-.  i . utributinfi PtMHograplKi 

Musician and former MTSU standout Tommy Gunn atl i Druid fity guard in Murfreesboro's 133-110 victory 
on lune 9 Gunn. Fats Cuyler, William Pippen and Steven lad I xmB Rlue Raiders who now play for the Musicians 

MT Softball adds Volunteer 
transfer Cline for next season 
By Russell Luna 

Staff Writer 

Middle Tennessee Softball 
recently added another new Blue 
Raider with valuable postseason 
experience. Ashley Cline, a 
University of Tennessee transfer, 
will use her two remaining years 
of eligibility with the Blue Raiders. 

Cline will join head coach Leigh 
Podlesny as one of the elite few 
who have participated in the 
Women's College World Series. 
The former Lady Volunteer sec- 
ond baseman scored the lone run 
in UT's 1 -0 defeat of Arizona in 
the opening round of the CWS in 
2005. 

"She (Coach Podlesny) was 
really nice, and we connected on 
going to the College World 
Series," Cline said. "She talked 
about when she was at DePaul 
University and how they were the 
underdogs, similar to the situa 
tion we were in at Tennessee." 

In addition to talking about her 
meeting with Podlesny, Cline 
explained that she wanted to be a 

Photo courtesy ot UTLadyVob.com 
Former Tennessee Volunteer Ashley Cline [second from right] celebrates 
with teammates during the 2005 College World Series Cline recently 
transferred to MTSU. 

part of a smaller, friendlier envi- 
ronment. 

"1 really wanted to sec more flat 
land than hills," said (line joking- 
ly. "Seriously, I wanted a change of 
scenery and I wanted to be com- 
fortable in my environment." 

Cline, a native of Gallatin, fin 

ished her career at Tennessee with 
a batting average of .236 with 46 
hits and 25 RBI and was 12-for-12 
in stolen bases. 

"We are thrilled to have Ashley 
join our Softball team at Middle 
Tennessee," said Podlesny, who is 
now entering her third season. 

"Our goal is to build a Top 25 pro 
gram at Middle Tennessee and 
adding a  player with  College 
World Series experience is a huge 
addition to our rosier' 

Cline's transition to Middle 
Tennessee should be relatively 
easy. She will join former high 
school travel teammates Melissa 
Weiland and Trish White. 

"I will approach this fall like I 
would haw anywhere else.' I 'line 
said It's nice to start with them 
[Weiland and White], and I'm 
going to end with them." 

The Blue Raider softball team, 
in addition to signing Cline, has 
also tabbed Washington high 
school standout 1 indsey Vander 
Lugt,   Motlow   State   transfer 
Whitney Darlington        and 
Fullerton.   < a.    native    ( aitlin 
McClure 

We are excited to add these 
players to our program,'' Podlesn) 
said. "They are outstanding ; 
pie, talented athletes and dedical 
ed scholars who want to make a 
difference in our program. 1 think 
they will fit in really well with out 
current team. 

Niemeyer at 
Wimbledon 

PkMoiourlcn ot \!l Media Marion 

imerican Fred Niemeyer received a bid into the 
Vrmbledon with partner Glenn Weiner The duo will 

■: iesh Bhupathi of India and Alexander Waske of 
. (I at the All-England Club twice before, 

I    und m 70QS in singles and dropping a second- 
round doubles match last season Match results are at wimbledon.org 

United States suffers disappointing elimination 
By Casey Brown 

Sports Editor 

What happens next? 
This is the question supporters of 

American soccer are asking after the 
United States lost its final match in 
group play 2-1 to Ghana, eliminating the 
U.S. from the 2006 FIFA World Cup. 

In a tournament that began with 
American hopes higher than ever before, 
the team went 0-2-1 in Group E, secur- 
ing a last-place finish in what many 
believed to be the toughest group. 

On June 12 the U.S. fell 3-0 to the 
Czech Republic in Gelsenkirchcn, 
Germany. |an Roller put the Czechs on 
the board in the fifth minute with a 
header, and Tomas Rosicky added a goal 
right before the half as well as a second 
on a late breakaway. 

U.S. captain Claudio Reyna just 
missed a score in the 28th minute when 
he struck the inside of the left post with 
a shot that had Czech keeper Peter Cech 
beaten. T hat chance was one of few for 
the Americans, who were outmuscled by 
the larger, more aggressive Czech team. 

After the game, head coach Bruce 
Arena stressed that his team needed to 
file the loss away and begin preparing for 
the team's next match with Italy. 

"We have to make sure that the Czech 
Republic doesn't beat us twice," Arena 
told the U.S. Soccer website. 

The Americans appeared to follow his 
instructions on |une 17, when the team 
stunned observers with a 1-1 tie against 
powerful Italy. 

The result was made more surprising 
by the fact that the U.S. played with only 
nine men for 43 minutes, after contro- 

versial red cards were given to Pablo 
Mastroeni and Eddie Pope, who had 
previously received a yellow card. 

With the match even at I -1 in the 65th 
minute, American substitute DaMarcus 
Beasley connected for an apparent goal 
off a near-perfect cross, but after the ball 
found the net Brian McBride was called 
offside, negating the score. 

Still, the U.S. remained alive with the 
tie, and several analysts predicted that 
the Americans would finish second in 
the four-team group to advance to the 
Round of 16. 

The Black Stars of Ghana had other 
ideas, however, as the World Cup new- 
comers defeated the Americans 2-1 on 
June 22. 

Ghana drew first blood in the 22nd 
minute when Haminu Draman scored 
off a Reyna turnover near his own goal. 

The U.S. found an equalizer when 
Beasley dribbled through three defend- 
ers and sent a cross that Clint Dempsey 
put away in the 43rd minute. 

That would be all the ottense the 
Americans could muster, however. In 
stoppage time at the very end of the first 
half, referee Markus Merk awarded a 
penalty kick to Ghana, which Stephen 
Appiah buried just under the crossbar 
for the game-winning strike. 

"We're disappointed and we think we 
could have advanced today," Arena said. 
"I think we were among the top half of 
the teams in this tournament." 

After an unexpected run to the quai 
tertinals in 2002, the best finish in 
American history, many felt that the U.S. 
could advance just as far this year. But 
the team was plagued by a lack of pro 
duction on offense, notably from "big 

guns such as 1 andon Donovan. 
Alter the match. Arena and Reyna 

sounded positive despite obvious disap- 
pointment. 

"Regardless of our ranking...we're 
still a small footballing nation," Reyna 
told the V S. Soccer website. "It's just a 
inattei of putting this behind us and 
learning from it as well." 

"U.S. soner has a bright future," Arena 
said. 

1 he Americans now have tour years to 
recuperate, prepare, and qualify tor the 
iieM Cup. to be held in South Africa in 
2010.4 an the supposed bumper crop of 
young US. talent send the team to new 
heights next time? 

()nly time will tell. Right now, howev- 
er. Amei lean fans are still trying to figure 
our what happens next. 
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Sports Briefs 
News from around Middle Tennessee 

Summer update for baseball professionals 

Nine former Middle Tennessee baseball players are playing 
or coaching professionally this summer, with four of the six 
with affiliated clubs in the Southern League. All stats are 
through Wednesday of this week. 

Chris Mobley (2002-04) is 1-3 with a 4.43 ERA in 23 
games, all in relief, with four saves and 21 strikeouts in 
22.1 innings of work for the Carolina Mudcats (Florida 
Marlins). Brett Carroll (2002-04) spent the first part of the 
season with the Jupiter Hammerheads in the Florida State 
League, compiling 12 doubles, eight home runs and 30 
RBIs in 59 games before being called up to Carolina two 
weeks ago. Carroll is batting .281 in nine games with four 
doubles, two triples and six RBIs for the Mudcats since his 
call-up. Jeremy Owens (1996-98) is batting .233 in 69 
games for the Montgomery Biscuits (Tampa Bay Devil 
Rays) with eight doubles, nine home runs and 27 RBIs. 

Jayhawk Owens (1988-90) is the manager of the 
Chattanooga Lookouts (Cincinnati Reds), who won the 
first half in the Southern League's North Division by one 
game over the West Tenn Diamond Jaxx with a 44-26 
record. The Lookouts are 2-1 in the second half. Dewon 
Brazelton (1999-01) is 1-3 with a 3.79 ERA in seven 
games with the Portland Beavers (San Diego Padres) in 
AAA, starting six contests and compiling 24 strikeouts in 
38.0 innings of work. In his last outing, June 16 versus 
Fresno, Brazelton tossed a complete-game, one-hit 
shutout, walking four and striking out seven. The 
righthander is scheduled to pitch Thursday night for the 
Beavers. 

Michael McKenry (2004-06) is just l-for-9 (.111) in his 
first three games as a professional for the Tri-City Dust 
Devils (Colorado Rockies) Class A. In the independent 
leagues, Josh Renick (2000-01) is batting 289 in 37 
games for the St. Paul Saints in the American Association, 
posting five doubles, 19 RBIs, 23 runs scored and five 
stolen bases. Eric McNamee (2004-05) has a .264 batting 
average in 30 games for the Gary Southshore Railcats 

Compiled by: Casey Brown 

with 12 RBIs, while Adam Larson (2002) has pitched in 
three games for the Somerset Patriots in the Atlantic 
League, tossing two innings with one strikeout and one 
walk. 

Former track standouts compete in national meet 
Three former Middle Tennessee tracksters competed this 
past weekend in the USA Track & Field Championships in 
Indianapolis, lnd„ with Mardy Scales, Linnie Yarbrough 
and VanTonio Fraley all running in the sprint events. 

Scales, a seven-time All-American as a Blue Raider and the 
NCAA 100-meter champion in 2003, posted times of 
10.31, 10.34 and 10.43, all on Friday, in three round of 
the 100-meters.The Franklin, Tenn., native finished eighth 
overall in the event. 

Yarbrough, who just completed his career and earned his 
only career All-America honor two weeks ago, ran 13.76 
in the 110-meter hurdle preliminaries on Saturday and 
14.03 in the semifinals on Sunday, failing to reach the 
event finals. 

Fraley, who also just completed his Blue Raider career two 
weeks ago, posted a time of 21.58 in the 200-meter pre- 
lims on Saturday and did not advance to the semifinals. 

Track inks two state champions 
Middle Tennessee track head coach Dean Hayes has 
signed a pair of Tennessee state champion throwers to 
national letters-of-intent for the 2007 season. 

Brittany Cox from Glencliff High School in Nashville, Tenn., 
and Melyn Thompson from Girls Prepatory School in 
Chattanooga, Tenn., both inked scholarship papers with 
Middle Tennessee after their state title performances dur- 
ing Spring Fling a month ago on the Middle Tennessee 
campus. 

Thompson won the Division II shot. is cham- 
pionships with marks of 44-4.25 and 124-4, respectively 
She helped the Bruisers of GPS to a tean I 

set personal-bests of 45-2 in the shot put and 125-0.5 in 
the discus this season. 

Cox also won the shot put at the 2006 Spring Fling, claim- 
ing the Class AAA individual title with a mark of 42-9.5 
and placed second in the discus with a mark of 116-9. She 
won both events at the Metro Nashville Track & Field 
Championships in early May this year as well. 

"It's great to get two state champions who have really 
thrown well in their careers," Hayes said. "We can get four 
years of them working together and that's good for our 
program. 

"They're both good students and both will have an oppor- 
tunity to learn two new events - the weight throw indoors 
and the hammer throw outdoors. They'll be replacing 
Meaghan Byrd, who graduated and who we taught the 
same events four years ago. It's rewarding to watch them 
learn and grow and many times they do better in those 
events because they have no expectations." 

Women's basketball signees compete in all-star 
games 
Four Middle Tennessee women's basketball signees com- 
peted in All-Star Games over the weekend. 

Jackie Picket (Bradley Central), KeKe Stewart (Oak Ridge) 
and Brandi Brown (York Institute) combined for 38 of the 
East's 53 points in the 74-53 loss to the West at the 
Tennessee Athletic Coaches Association East-West All-Star 
game. Brown, a 6-foot-2 forward, led the East with 14 
points, while Stewart, a 6-foot center, added 13. Pickel, a 
5-foot-9 guard, poured in 11 points. 

In the second match-up between the Kentucky and 
Indiana All-Stars, Scott County, Kentucky's Chelsia Lymon 
had 12 points in the loss to Indiana 75-63. Lymon had 13 
points in the two team's previous meeting on June 17. 

Courtesy of Ml Media Relations 

Sports do not build c 
! I 

Sports writing- does not build >enence. 

NEW UPDATED AMENITIES FOR FALL 2006 
NEW updated clubhouse with new billiards 

and foosball tables 

NEW flatscreen televisions 
and video game systems 

NEW tanning bed 

NEW pool furniture 

NEW outdoor sound system 

NEW computers in business center 

NEW upgraded high-speed internet 

I 'THE WOODS & 
RAIDERS CROSSING 

615.890.0800 
woodscrossing.com 
920 Greenland Drive 11350 Hazel wood Dr. 
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