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Blue Raiders take first
home win of season

For
W the Blue MT 45
Raiders, MHWS State /
i's gm)d Nex! Gome:
to be November 19
back at ot Nosth (oroling Sote
home

and win-
ning football games

For the Middle Tennessee
foothall team, this came
true with an impressive 45-7
victory over Arkansas State
on Saturday evening at
Floyd Stadium

“It’s huge, we have been
talking about how we got to
win at home, and we got to
take this place back,” MT
quarterback Clint Marks
said. “We did it big time
tonight.”

‘Collage’ accepting
spring applications

Collage, the literary and
arts magazine of the
Honors College, is now
accepting applications for

“Spring 2006 staff members.

Staff members must main-
tain a 3.0 GPA, but they do
not have to be members of
the Honors College.

Interested students may
pick up applications outside
Room 224 in the Paul W.
Martin, Sr. Honors
Building. Completed appli-
cations must be submitted
by Nov. 8 at 4:30 p.m.
Applicants should also sub-
mit two letters of recom-
mendation, one of which
must be from an MTSU fac-
ulty member.

The following positions
are available: managing edi-
tor, visual arts editor, assis-
tant visual arts editor, litera-
ture arts editor, assistant lit-
erature arts editor, online
editor, designer and several
editorial review staff posi-
tons.

All staff positions will be
chosen before final exams.
Students chosen for staft
positions will serve for one
semester.

For more information,
contact Suzi Bratton at col-
lage@mtsu.edu.

Students receive
Predators discount

Special ticket prices are
being offered through
Wed., Nov. 9 to the MTSU
community for the
Thursday, November 10th
Predators game. The game
begins at 7:00 PM at the
Gaylord Entertainment
Center.

The Predators are offer-
ing mezzanine seats for $20
(regular price is $36). To
view the location of the
seats, visit
http://www.nashvillepreda-
tors.com/ tickets/seatchart.a
sp. The Predators will
donate $2 from each ticket
sold to the Sports Marketing
Scholarship in the
Department of
Management and
Marketing.

For more information or
to order tickets, call Jon
Salge, Predators Group
Sales Representative, at 770-
2115, Tickets can be
picked up at Will Call,

(6 /1111171711 SRSPIPRRI——
I et st
CIMRBEI ..o nicirinii
1Ly - O——————————

Commissioners confirmed, Electoral

By Andy Harper
Staff Wnter

Election Commissioner Apryl Clark
saw two of her nominations for
Election Commission approved at the
Student Government Association meet-
ing Thursday, and an amendment to
the Flectoral Act passed its first round
of legislation.

Freshman Steven Altum and sopho-
more Brandon Palma were approved
with little opposition by a large majori-
ty of the Senate

“What I really want to do for the
SGA with my position is to help with
more voter turnout,” said political sci
ence major Altum. “Even though vot-
ing online is more accessible, [ still

don’t think enough
people take advantage
of it.”

According to Altum,
there are some recent
violations of the elec-
tion code that need to
be addressed, but the
most important thing
for now is to find more
ways to get pcuplf‘ o vote.

Clark presented Altum for the first
time to'the Senate for nomination at
the meeting on Thursday. According
to Clark, Altum was a candidate for the
freshman senate, but was not elected.
However, he was still very interested in
participating in SGA and wished to do
so through the election commission.

Clark

Clark’s second approved nomina-
tion, Palma, was not present at the
meeting and was unavailable for com-
ment. Clark did not return calls for
comment.

The meeting also saw the first
approval of Senators lan Campbell and
Michael Jackson's Amendment to the
Electoral Act, demanding oversight of
the nomination process,

“The bill passed by about an 80 per-
cent provote,” Campbell said. “The
rest was abstained votes and only one
Senator had any dissension against the
proposed amendment, saying it
appeared to be an attack on the elec-
tion commissioner.”

According to Campbell, the amend-
ment must pass another senatorial vote

Act passed

and then it will be presented to the stu-
dent body in a referendum for
approval.

“I think that the amendment will do
just fine the second time around,”
Campbell said. “I know that some
thought that applying the amendment
to the election commission first might
have been a personal attack on the
commissioner, however, seeing as that
is the area that contains the most con-
troversy, it is better to resolve it first
and then move on to apply the amend-
ment to other forms of nomination
and election.”

Aside from Campbell and Jackson,
two other senators sponsored the
amendment: Courtney Ledford and

see SGA, page 2

So you wanna be an idol?

Photo by Carter Fort | Photo Editor

Alicia Allen was one of the finalists in the MTSU Idol competition, which showcases local musical talents hoping fo make the bigtime

Study habits differ between men, women

Differences in
male, female
brains make grade
performance vary

By Casey Phillips
Staff Writer

A recent study explored
the differences in learning
style and performance
between men and women,
finding correlations between
academic success and
lifestyle elements such as
habits and partying.

In February and March of
2005, Student Monitor, a
company that conducts mar-
ket research studies of col-
lege students age 18-29,
found evidence suggesting
that women are better aca-
demic performers than
men.

Eric Weil, a managing
partner of Student Monitor,
said the results of the origi-
nal study, which analyzed
textbook usage among 1,800
college students, led
rcscarchcrs to uncover the
trend of female academic
superiority.

“There’s a correlation
between good habits, buying
textbooks, not partying as
much and good grades,”
Weil said in a recent phone
interview from his
Ridgemont, N.J., office. “We
wanted to know what that
correlation was. What really
came out of the study, how-
ever, was that all of those
things were true, but that
there was also a huge, huge
difference between men and
women,”

According to the study
results, men are move likely
to party more; study later at

4

Photo by Carter Fort | Photo Editor

Darryl Webb (left) and Amanda Frazier study in the Jomes E. Walker Library. Men and women don't process
information in the same way, experts say, leading to a difference in learning styles.

night, less often and less effi-
ciently and, as a result, per-
form worse academically.

“It seemed, in general,
that there was a larger per-
centage of females with a
higher GPA and graduating
in four years,” Weil added.
“If you look at the statistics,
you'll also see that females
tend to outnumber males at
colleges.”

Weil said the conclusions
drawn from the research
were reflected all across the
nation,

“I've not heard of a single
school that has called us
back and told us that the
experience on their own

campus that differs the
results of the study,” Weil
said.

Although the study results
may surprise students, edu-
cators have been aware for
some time of the differences
between the sexes in the
classroom.

“Males and females don't
think the same way,” profes-
sor of educational leader- .
ship Janice Hayes said.

“Males will study better one
way and females study better
another way.”

“Their brains are differ-
ent,” she continued, “Boys
tend to be deductive in their
thinking, going from gener-

al principles and then to
ancillary ideas. They tend o
do deductive reasoning
more quickly than females.
Females tend to be more
inductive, moving from
more general concepts to
more abstract concepts.”

Hayes also said that an
educator’s approach to
teaching different genders
must take these differences
into account if they want to
effectively communicate
ideas to both sexes.

“I have to tell you that
knowing this information
changes how | teach,” she

see Women, page 2

Low student
participation
in Japanese
exchange

By Dana Owens
Staff Writer

The International Conference on
Cultural Diversity sponsored a series
of workshops on the MTSU campus
last Wed., Nov. 2, including a lecture
on the Japan-United States
exchange program.

MTSU Professor of Economics and
Finance Kiyoshi Kawahito presented
the workshop, one of five that met in
the afternoon. His lecture focused on
reasons why the exchange program
was not as developed as originally
intended, and what universities could
do to encourage participation.

According to Millicent Nelson, the
conference program co-chair, each of
the workshops emphasized a different
environment for communication that
participants could choose based on
their interests.

“There’s something for almost every-
one,” Nelson said.

The workshops’ themes included
diversity in business, education and
health care. Nelson said each of the
workshops fit into this year's confer-
ence theme of communication in a
multi-cultural environment.

Audience interaction and group dis-
cussion were stressed to the presen-
ters, but the workshops also had to be
of interest to the attendees and meet
the conference theme, Nelson said.
Since MTSU hosted the conference,
she said the workshops would be both
scholarly and interesting.

Kawahito's workshop centered on
diversity in education in regards to
exchange programs at MTSU and
other American universities. He out-
lined major factors that played into
the lack of participation by
American students in the Japan
exchange program.

Kawahito said there were only
about 1,400 American students in
Japan last year compared to the
20,000 Chinese students. Currently,
he said there are nine MTSU stu-
dents studying in Japan.

He said many Japanese students are
eager to study in the United States,
but do not have the opportunity
because there are not enough
American students willing to
exchange.

He said many American students are
intimidated or simply unable to com-
municate in Japanese at a level that
the universities demand. He said this
in part was due to the “arrogant atti-
tude” of Japanese universities. He said
they feel they are making a contribu-
tion to the international community
by providing the opportunity to study
in Japan.

Stephanie Floyd, a student who
attended the workshop, said despite
having studied Japanese, she would be
intimidated to study in Japan due to
the language barrier. Floyd, a junior
studying interior design, said she felt
Kawahito’s comments on the arro-
gance of Japanese regarding their own
language held true, though she would
still enjoy the experience.

In order to remedy the language
barrier, Kawahito suggested that the
Japanese schools offer a more English-
friendly environment by providing the
necessary paperwork and teaching
courses in English.

Another major prohibitive factor
was the difference of the semesters in
the American and Japanese academic
calendars, In order for an American

see Conference, page 2
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Scripps Howard executive
visits campus for Conference

By Emily Stahl
Staff Writer

“It’s at the front of my brain
all the ume,” said the woman
who sat silently confident at
the dean’s conference table.
She had a look of assurance
reflected in her eves and a
softness in her voice that
seemed to back up everything
she said.

Judith G. Clabes is the presi-
dent and chief executive offi-
cer of the Scripps Howard
Foundation, which is based

out of Cincinnati, Ohio, whose

mission it is to support excel-
lence in journalism, journal-
ism education and profession-
al development, according to
the company’s Web site,
www.scripps.com/ foundation

On this day in particular,
she \])nk(' about diversiy

Clabes, who joined the
(:l )”('g(' 1!! _\1.[\\
Communication Board ol
Visitors last spring, stopped in
at MTSU recently for the
2005 International
Conference on Cultural
Diversity, held Nov. 2-5. Hex
itinerary included, among
other events, speaking to sey
eral journalism classes, a tow
of MTSU''s horse science facil
ities and a panel discussion

] gol conne ted with
Middle Tennessee State pri
marilv through
nv's imterests in Nashville—
Shop at Home Network and
Great Amenican Country,’
Clabes said. “Shop at Home
asked the foundation specifi-

ol L"HI[)J

callv to make a connection
here to see how we (()ll](l get
involved with the [journal-
ism| program.’

After expressing some per-
formance anxiety about
Friday’s panel discussion,
Clabes went on to say that the
purpose of her visit was to
develop the program, meet

some students and get to know
the faculty a litdle better.

“But in terms of the
Conference on Cultural
Diversity,” Clabes continued,
“it’s an issue that the Scripps
Howard Foundation has been
interested in for a long time.
We have put a lot of money
into helping the nation’s news-
rooms become more diverse.”

Diverse newsrooms, Clabes
said, come from an awareness
that the media is not as con-
nected as it should be to its
diverse community.

“Our society's news pages do
not reflect the depth of an
understanding of those com-
munities, and if vou are an
editor that truly wants to do
what's right, then you want
vour newspaper to reflect
evervone in vour community
and not leave pec ple behind.”

(Clabes conveved a subtle
sadness as she explained that
unfortunately, a lot of peoj e
get left behind

“They don’t have a voice
and it really is an obligation of
journalists to give them a
voice,” she said determinedly

(Clabes can speak confident-
Iy on diversity, thanks in part
to her background. She grew
up in Henderson, Ky., during
the late 50s and 60s, and
remembers when schools were
ntegrated during the (

Rights Movement

Her family noy

ter horse farm mn For

\Il'(ll("”A Kv.. where thev break
and train quarter horses
\fter 'llll(ill:‘\ severd i-l'\:

tons i the field of journahism,
Clabes jomed Scripps Howard
Foundation in 1996

‘As someone mvolved in the
media, vou get educated in a
lot of wavs—vou care about
the news, vou care about
what's going on, so you're basi-
cally a generalist,” Clabes said.
“And vou need to know a little

about a lot of stuff, and not a
lot about anything. So I think
vou're more aware of things
that other people can afford

to just let slide because it’s part
of your job to be aware of
things.”

Clabes said that it is impor-
tant for newspapers to bring in
a diverse staff that reflects the
community on which they are
reporting.

“I was just determined that I
wasn't going to be one of
those statistics that had an all-
white newsroom,” Clabes said
of her experience. “You just
have to have it as a core of
vour being that [having a
diverse newsroom| is what you
are going to do no matter how
hard it 18.”

So what does she think is
the catalyst to diversity in the
mediar

“At the beginning is educa-
tion and convincing diverse
student populations that the
media—particularly print
and the news aspect of the
media—is a clear option for
them.” Clabes said. “They
don't see themselves there
much, and we have to
change that.

Journalism schools have got
to do a better job of recruiting
ind traming [mmonty stu-
{ents|.” she added
\s the interview in the

lean s conterence

1oom
wred an end, Clabes was
isked what she deems her
greatest accomplishment in
lfe

With the same softness in
her voice, she replied that her
family is her greatest accom-
plishment.

“To come to the end of yown
career and vour life and say,
‘Gosh, I had the family I want-
ed and I had a job I loved;
that's what matters.” 4

From Conference, poge 1

student to study one semester in Japan, they
would have to sacrifice an entire school year.

Kawahito said the most successful exchange
takes place with Japanese universities such as
Kansai Gaidai University in Osaka, which have
adapted their calendar for the program.

Kawahito said measures should also be taken
in the United States to provide more opportu-
nities for exchange between universities. He
said if schools or other organizations offered
more financial aid, it would be possible for
more students to study abroad.

Also, if American schools offered a program
to teach English to foreign students, more
Japanese students would be able to study in the
United States. According to Kawahito, MTSU
offers no such program, though there is a pri-
vate language school nearby that he suggested
could be integrated with MTSU.

Kawahito said the exchange program is
important and beneficial for American and
Japanese students. He said since the United
States is a major business and trading partner
for Japan, it would help students to learn more

about each other’s cultures.

“[Japanese students’] careers will directly or
indirectly involve working with Americans, so
they should have the experience,” Kawahito

said.

He said the fact that English is an interna-
tional language makes the program beneficial

ed.

Americans. He said American students don'’t
have the same incentive to study other lan-
guages, and their worldview is therefore limit-

The exchange program would allow
American students to expand their worldview
and look back on their culture objectively. He
said since there is a huge Western civilization
bias in education, the program gives students a
new perspective.

The major factor that would stimulate the

program would be for universities on both sides

Kawahito said.

to abandon their arrogant attitudes and make
themselves more attractive to foreign students,

Kawahito established the first exchange pro
gram at MTSU with Japan 10 years ago. The
first students from MTSU went to the Japanese

university Kansai Gaidai in 1995. He said since

always filled.

the school is so accommodating for interna-
tional students, it has become very compettive.

“We have secured at least two slots per semes-
ter,” Kawhito said, though the slots are not

Currently, MTSU students have the opportu-

nity to exchange with six different Japanese,
Korean and Thai universities or teach English
in Japan after graduation. Kawahito also spon-

sors a Japanese field study that will take place in

December. ¢

for Japanese students, but is a disadvantage for

May of 2006 with an application deadline in
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From SGA, page 1
Matthew Bullington.

~ “This amendment is definitely a step in the right direction,” Ledford said. “Making the applica-
tion more open, more inclusive and more obvious, helps to lessen the ‘good ole boy’ system of

appointment.”

“The amendment is a very progressive. It takes us out of the dark ages of cronyism and into a
new age of representing more diversity and truthfulness,” Jackson said.

Senator Spencer Wood agreed with Ledford and Jackson, saying that this amendment would
allow a breakaway from affiliations of organizations and clubs to provide a better representation of

the student voice.

Other meeting business included the SGA reviewing their Senate By-Laws. Speaker of the House
Clay Kennedy read through all By-Laws and the Senate proceeded to approve any corrections that
needed to be made and approve any additions to articles. (

The SGA also split into subcommittees of Academic Affairs, External Affairs, Internal Affairs
and Student Life to discuss ideas for each individual area.

The Academic Committee proposed more student involvement with college deans. They also
discussed honors college classes and the “H” option, proposing that a committee should be
formed to look into making more upper division honors courses available.

The External Affairs Committee discussed student and teacher appreciation. They proposed a
possible student appreciation day for Dec. 2 and a faculty/staff appreciation day for Dec. 7 in the

form of a breakfast.

Internal Affairs Committee talked about collaborating with External Affairs to accomplish more
public relations work among the senators and to encourage better attendance.

Finally, the Student Life Committee talked about organizing promotional events for the basket-
ball season and a canned-food drive. They were also very interested in making the SGA student

suggestion box more accessible to the student body as a whole. 4

From Women, page 1

said. “I provide lots
of opportunities for
students to interact

and work in groups. | Undergraduate population
I take breaks when |
teach to let them 25,000 - Fall 2003

process. | ty to
work to use the

research to design 20,000 -
each of my lessons
to teach towards IS,mo —
how males and
females study.”

Research shows ]o'm T

that the basis for
this developing

trend is both cultur-
1l and biological
Our expectauons
of females fit in with
having them sit and
be quiet and read
books; there's a cul-
tural expectation,”
Haves said. “There's
more than that, it
has to do with the
hormones in the
brain. Estrogen in
the brain has a
more calming effect
and testosterone in

5,000

Number of D

Enroliment and degrees by sex

Fall 2004

the brain makes
men more aggressive.”

Associate professor of biolo-
gv Amy Jetton also pointed to
the influence of hormones on
learning ability as significant,
particularly their influence on
the ability to concentrate.

“A more important differ-
ence vou would see between
the genders is the hormonal
difference which affects the
ability to focus,” Jetton
explained. “One important
point is that males are at their
peak hormonally during col-
lege. During that time, they
are most prone o l\('lng easily
distracted.”

“For females, once they
establish their basic hormonal
levels, they tend to have just a
(()lll)l(' ()l (lil\\ out Ut every
four weeks where they would
have higher hormonal levels
and would be more prone to
having difficulty concentrat-
ing,” she added.

Jetton explained that
although the influence of hor-
mones has been studied, evi-
dence of a great biological dis-
parity has yet to appear. In
effect, she said the jury is still
out on the subject

“There’s not any good evi-
dence, that I'm aware of, that
there’s this great disparity
between the genders,” she
said. “It’s more that they per-
form better in different situa
tons,

“There are neuro-anatomi
cal differences that indicate
that females are perhaps less
lateralized, that they would use
more different parts of the
brain to do something, but
that’s based on really old data
done with a small testing
group.”

In general, male students
were accepting of the results
and expressed little surprise at
their gender’s apparent trail-
ing position in the academic
race.

“I'd say the results are very
accurate,” freshman English
major Paul Kakanis said. “In
my experience, a lot of guys
procrastinate and put work off

until the last minute. Guys are
more prone to play video
games and party.”

However accurate the
results might be for the rest of
his sex, Kakanis’ good grades
and study habits mark him as
an anomaly, according to the
study. He attributes some of
his academic success to his
environment.

“Living in the honors
[dorm] makes a difference,”
he explained. “You've got a
support group of other people
taking honors classes, and the
library is right next door.”

Justin Soltau, a freshman
aerospace major who trans-
ferred from Chattanooga
State, said he thought the
results were accurate as well,
even though he said his study
habits were better than those
of males in the study.

“I think the results are very
accurate,” he said. “I think
women have better time man-
agement and know when they

need to get work done, so they

have time for other things. I
think [guys] get distracted too
easy; it's harder for us to
focus.”

Women also acknowledged
their superior study habits, but
gloated less than might be
EXped ted

“I'd say the results are 80
percent accurate,” junior orga-
nizational communications
Amber Bland said. “1
would say most girls fit the
results. I know | study more
than my brother, but that may
be because he has the ability
to get good grades if he tried.

majon
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I have to work harder than
him, but I do work harder.”

Sarah van Wicklin, a sopho-
more English major, said that
her good study habits are
based on personal expecta-
tions.

“I study every day, except
Friday and Saturday, because I
feel guilty if I don't,” she said.
“I know girls that just socialize
all the time, and they've failed
some classes. You don’t work
hard for someone else or to
prove them wrong, you do it
for yourself. That’s what you
have to have to motivate your-
self. If you do it for somebody
else, it might not be what you
really want.”

Despite their acceptance of
the findings, there remains a
determination on both sides
to improve their sex’s per-
formance.

“I'll work harder to prove
them wrong,” Soltau said.
“Now that I've been here a
while, it'll be easier to moti-
vate myself to make the right
decisions.”

“I guess it would suck to be
a guy,” Bland said. “I'll defi-
nitely work harder. Gotta
keep the man down.” ¢
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World Briefs

By the Associated Press

Tornado in Indiana and
Kentucky kills at least 22

EVANSVILLE, Ind. (AP) - A torma
do tore across western Kentucky and
Indiana earlv Sunday, killing at least
22 people as it cut through a mobile
home park and obliterated trailers
and houses as residents slept

I'he tomado, with winds of at least
158 mph, hit a horse racing track
near Henderson, Ky, then jumped
mto Indiana around 2 am

“It was just a real loud roar. It did
n't seem like it lasted over 145 seconds
1o a mimute, then it was calm again,’
said Steve Gaiser, who lives near the
Eastbrook Mobile Home Park in
Fxvansville

At least 17 pe ople were killed in
the mobile home park. according 1
Exic Wilhams of the Vanderbur g
County Shernif’s Department
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Restoring order ‘absolute
priority,” French president says
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Police clashed with noters south of

the capital Sunday might, the 11th

consecutive mght ol umeest. About 10
ln)]ht were l!]l!!:v‘ }',‘,ll\l]!ty‘]\)'\ m
Grigny in the Essonne region, the

Interior Ministrv said. LCI welevision
reported that shots from a pellet gun
were fired

I'he violence ook another alam
me tirn Sattrday night with attacks
in the wellguarded French capital
Pohice
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sard 35 carsy
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In cenual Panis, gasoline bombs
tlwln.:g:v‘ three cars near Place de la
Republique. Residents reported a

loud explosion and flames

Civilians flee while US forces
battle al-Qaida, insurgentis

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) = Scores of
terrified Iraqis fled a besieged town
Sunday, waving white flags and haul-
ing their belongings to escape a sec-
ond day of fighting between U.S.
Marines and al-Qaida-led militants
along the Syrian border. U.S. and
Iraqi troops battled insurgents house-
to-house, the U.S. military said.

I'he U.S. commander of the joint
force, Col. Stephen W. Davis, told
I'he Associated Press late Sundayv that
his troops had moved “about
halfway” through Husaybah, a market
town along the Euphrates River
ibout 200 miles northwest of
Baghdad

At least 36 msurgents have been

1

since the assault began

Saturday and about 200 men have
heen detained, Davis said. He did not
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Bryant in runaway at East
Lake
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Brvant, 42, got up-and-down from
behind the 18th green for par to fin
ish at 17-under 263 and break by fow
shots the 72-hole record at the Town
Ghampionship set five years ago at
East Lake by Phil Mickelson
torv margin matched the largest by
Tom Lehman at Southem Hills in
1996.

His vic

He opened with a course-record 62
and never showed any signs that he
would buckle, not even after back-to
back bogeys early in the final round
He plaved a simple game of fairways

- getCritical

talk back to the news. slopmo@mtsu.edu

and greens, and made consecutive
birdie putts from outside 25 feet early
on the back nine to put Woods away.

Red tape and security con-
cerns delay frontier opening

INDIA-PAKISTAN LINE OF CON-
TROL (AP) — Red tape and security
concerns will delay the long-awaited
opening of the Kashmir frontier to
civilians, officials said Sunday, anoth-
er sethack after nuclear rivals
Pakistan and India had agreed to
cooperate to allow earthquake vic-
tms to cross the border to seek aid.

Instead of people, the neighbors
will exchange trucks of relief goods
on Monday in a largely symbolic ges-
ture. The civilian exchange could
take up to 10 days more to material-
17¢

Pakistan and India reached a land
mal k ac ()l(l d \\t'('l\ 4ag0 lHUI)('H “\('
crossing points along the heavily mili
tarized border in divided Kashmin
starting Monday, raising hopes
mong l\.l\lllllll 1S cager o visu rela

ves and exchange aid

Omn Saturday, however, India said
mly one crossing point would be
eadv. Then on Sunday, Pakistan's

e Ministry said the two sides
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| for the crossings
Archaeologists unveil site of
ancient church in Israel
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I'he discoverv of the churcl
northem Israel town of Megidd
near the biblical Armageddon, was
hailed by experts as an important dis
covery that could reveal details about
the development of the early churcl
in the region. Archaeologists said the
church dated from the third centun
decades before Constantine legalize
Chnstanity across the Bvzanting
Empire

What's clear today is that it’s the
oldest archaeological remains of a
church in Isracl, mavbe even in the
entire region. Whether in the entire
\'\'\l](l i's \H” OO ¢ A«Il'. 1O Sy said
Yotam Te pper the excavation’s head

AT !].1(‘1 »]1 i:lxl

Sidelines ¢ Monday, November 7,2005+ 3

Israeli officials were giddy about
the discovery, with Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon calling the church “an
amazing story.”

Vatican officials also hailed the
find.

Survey: Gas prices drop an
average of 23 cents

CAMARILLO, Calif. (AP) - Retail
gas prices plunged an average of 23
cents nationwide in the past two
weeks, marking a return to pre-
Hurricane Katrina levels, according
1o a survey.

The weighted average price for all
three grades declined to $2.45 a gal-
lon on Friday, said Trilby Lundberg,
who publishes the semimonthly
Lundberg Survey of 7,000 gas stations
around the country.

Self-serve regular averaged $2.43 a
gallon nationwide. The price for
midgrade was $2.53, while premium-
arade hit $2.63.

I'he average pump price for all
three grades on Aug. 29, the day
Katrina made landfall on the Gulf
Coast, was $2.65, according to the
SUTVEY

e lowest average price in the
naton for regular unleaded among
the stations surveyed was $2.06 a gal-
lon in Tulsa, Okla. The highest was
$2.74 in Miami.

‘Chicken Little’ rules roost
with $40.1 million weekend

LOS ANGELES (AP) = The sky is
I falling in Hollvwood., even
ongh Chicken Little and the
larimes have landed

I'he box office tumbled again
spite solid weekends for the ani-
ted Chicken Little, which debuted
th $40.1 million, and the Desert

una Jarhead, which opened
th $28.8 million, according to stu

estimates Sunday

I he "“IM])"H] Hollywood to a
caltl eekend. with the top |12
1es grossing $121.2 million. Yet
down 10 percent from the
ime weekend i 2004, when The

done premiered with $70.5
illi ['hi s movie attendance
N percent behind last
Chicken Little and Jarhead each
une m as much as $10 milljon

thead of indusiry expectations, a sign
widiences are getting into the holi-
lay moviegoing spirit. Upcoming

leases mclude Harry Potter and the
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Goblet of Fire, King Kong and The
Chronicles of Narmia: The Lion, the Witch
and the Wardrobe

Bush warns Latin Americans
against authoritarian rule

BRASILIA, Brazil (AP) - In a clear
jab at Venezuelan President Hugo
Chavez, President Bush called on
[atin Americans on Sunday to boldly
defend strong democratic institutions
and reject any drift back to the days
of authoritarian rule.

Bush's remarks came after Chavez,
the leftist leader and friend of Cuba's
Fidel Castro, spent the past two days
hurling criticism at the United States
at the Summit of the Americas in
Argentina.

Eyeing three upcoming presiden-
tial elections in Latin America, Bush
said citizens must choose “between
two competing visions™ for their
future.

One, he said, pursues representa-
tive government, integration into the
world community and freedom’s
transformative power for individuals.

“The other seeks to roll back the
democratic progress of the past two
decades by playing to fear, pitting
neighbor against neighbor and blam-
ing others for their own failures to
provide for the people,” he said. “We
must make tough decisions today to
ensure a better tomorrow.”

Attack on cruise ship
underlines boldness of pirates

NAIROBI, Kenva (AP) — The vio-
lent attack on a cruise liner off
Somalia’s coast shows pirates from
the anarchic country on the Hom of
Africa are becoming bolder and
more ambitious in their efforts to
hijack ships for ransom and loot, a
marnitime official warmmed Sunday.

Judging by the location of
Saturday’s attack, the pirates likely
were from the same group that
hijacked a U.N.chartered aid ship in
June and held its crew and food
cargo hostage for 100 days, said
Andrew Mwangura, head of the
Kenvan ¢ h.lplt‘l of the Seafarers
Assistance Program.

I'hat gang is one of three well-
organized pirate groups on the 1,880-
mile coast of Somalia, which has had
no effective government since oppo-
sition leaders ousted a dictatorship in
1991 and then turned on each other,
leaving the nation of 7 million a
patchwork of warlord fiefdoms. 4
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From the Editor

Last Halloween, Sidelines
offered up more tricks that
treats, and the tricks weren't
fun for everyone.

Our satire issue last week
was one in a long line of satiri-
cal Halloween and April
Fool's. Last fall, there was no
Halloween issue because it
was so close to the election, but generally we forgo information
on our two favorite holidays and terrorize young minds.

The theme, “Fash Takes Over,” probably made little sense to
all but the most dedicated Sidelines enthusiasts. All three of you.

Whether logical or not, Hash has become something of an
Alamo for the Sidelines staff. Our beloved entertainment paper
took a different direction this semester, delving into more satire,
community interests and alternative journalism. Actual enter-
tainment coverage was limited to local music.

The idea was to do something more exciting than review This
Week’s Big Album and This Week's Big Movie. As it tumed out, it
was dishonest to advertisers, who were paying to advertise next
to such content. After weeks of hand-wringing, our adviser, Fern
Greenbank, cancelled Flash for the rest of the semester.

The theme seemed like a funny joke, but upon retrospect, it
was really just a lot of navel-gazing. Unfortunately, that wasn't
the worst of it. Flash was neither the first nor the last conflict
between the staff and Greenbank, and the story, “Students
Against Advisers trying to oust...their adviser,” was at best a vent-
ing of frustration and at worst a personal attack.

Joumnalists bear an awesome responsibility, and it was unethi-
cal to use it that manner.

Part of the issue’s “editorial write-off” also deserves a mention.
While satire is not to be taken as truth, there is usually some
sprinkling of truth in it. Part of the “write-off” said, “We will not

Texas: keep better track of your death row inmates

Charles Victor Thompson, a Texas
death row inmate, escaped Thursday
from the Harris County Jail. The escape
sparked both a nationwide manhunt and
the obvious question: How did he do it?

What's disturbing, however, is the way
in which he escaped: He walked out of
the jail.

Thompson was arrested and convicted
in 1999 of killing his ex-girlfriend and her
new boyfriend, Dennise Hayslip and
Darren Keith Cain, according to an arti-
cle on CBSNews.com. Thompson was
then resentenced by a new jury in appeals
court on Oct. 28.

On the day of his escape, Thompson
met with an attorney who was not even
Thompson's actual attorney on record,
according to the article.

Once alone in the room, Thompson
removed his handcuffs and prison garb
and donned what authorities said
appeared to be the clothes he wore to his
sentencing.

According to the article, Thompson
used his inmate ID card as a fake ID by
placing a piece of tape over the part of
the ID that indicated he was an inmate.

Apparently, this badge wasn't looked at
very closely, as Thompson was allowed to
walk out when he said he worked for the

Half Naked

Wendy Coldwell
St Coumaist

Texas Attorney General's office.

The big problem here is the lack of
security. When dealing with death row
inmates, one would expect the process of
meeting the inmate to be a bit more
involved. Perhaps the signing of some-
thing, a show of identification and verifi-
cation that the visitor was, indeed,
Thompson’s attorney would have been a
good start.

The person who met with Thompson
the day he escaped was not even the attor-
ney on record for Thompson. Authorities
know the man’s identity, but have not yet
released it because he is considered a wit-
ness in the case.

The sheriff’s department is conducting
an investigation to determine how
Thompson escaped, which will hopefully
indicate areas in which security could be
tightened.

In the meantime, residents of Texas will
just have to be on the lookout for a man

who looks like he killed his ex-girlfriend
SIX years ago.

Authorities believe Thompson had an
accomplice in the escape, according to
Lt. John Martin of the Harris County
Sheriff's Department. According to the
article, there is no evidence of Thompson
being helped from inside the jail, but
Martin said that has not yet been elimi-
nated as an option.

The reward is $10,000, which, while a
large sum of money, is hardly incentive
enough to go chasing after an escaped
killer with a shotgun and a net.

Procedures involving how inmates are
monitored while in jail, especially in tran-
sit from cells to visiting rooms and the
like, should be revisited to ensure that
any possible breaches in security are
avoided. If this kind of escape happened
in Texas, it can happen elsewhere as well.

Martin did attribute the escape to
human error, which is notable on his
part. The best thing for the sheriff’s
department to do now is to find
Thompson, lock him up again, and
ensure that he is treated as a death row
inmate who has escaped from jail. ¢

Wendy Caldwell is a junior mathematics major
and can be reached via email at visa717@aol.com.

Play necessity for healthy mental development

call the Homecoming Queen a cheater.”

While it was the editorial board’s position that she should
have been disqualified, it was dishonest to imply that this year's
queen, Jenn Myers, was a cheater. Myers did nothing of the sort,
and we apologize if the fake editorial created that impression.

Some of the rest of the content might have been overly offen-
sive, and perhaps some of it betrayed the personal views of the
staff. We watch too much Comedy Central, and last Halloween,
we failed to consider the community’s standards over our own.
For typical issues, we go about gathering news objectively, sup-
pressing our own prejudices. And we leave out the boob jokes,

100.

If you have any concerns with the Halloween issue, or Sidelines
in general, please feel free to email me at sleditor@mtsu.edu. ¢

Social security numbers
dangerous form of ID

From their time of birth,
every person in the United
States has a number tacked on
beside his or her name.

This number becomes their
identity as soon as they are out
in the world. It follows them
through school, college and,
eventually, into the work-
place. Why even bother
adding a name when all
you're going to be known by is
a number?

Here at MTSU, your Social
Security number becomes
your identification for many
things.

When buying a parking per-
mit, your Social Security num-
ber is one of the first things
they ask for.

When you need to visit
Health Services, they don't
even ask for your name when
you call to make an appoint-
ment. All that they ask for is
your Social Security number.

When you walk in, there’s a
computer where you are asked
to type in your Social Security
number in order to sign in.
Anyone could be standing
over your shoulder reading as
you type, and your Social
Security number is one of the
most personal things that you
could possibly have.

When other people have
access to your social security
number, it only opens you up
to identity theft. With your
Social Security number, some-
one could apply for credit
cards in your name, causing
you to eventually receive a
massive credit card bill.

You hear all the time on the
news how you shouldn’t give
out your Social Security num-
ber to anyone, because it can
only cause problems.

However, every time you
turn around on campus,
you're being asked for it.

Your social security number
should not be the only way for
anyone to identify you. Every
student should have an indi-
vidual student identification
number if only for his or her
own safety.

Once upon a time, it was
acceptable for your Social
Security number to be your
only form of identification in a
company or a bank, but times
have changed, and MTSU
should change with them.

One professor on campus

rom Mindy’s Mind

spoke of a company they once
worked for that spent a lot of
time and money to completely
change their employee identi-
fication numbers in their data-
bases from the person'’s Social
Security number to an
assigned number.

Many insurance companies
have sent out all-new insur-
ance cards that do not have
their client’s social security
numbers shown.

Even the state of Tennessee
has stopped putting your
Social Security number on
your driver’s license.

Why, then, does MTSU still
use this outdated and danger-
ous method of identification?
Why should the students be
put in danger of having their
identity stolen for no reason?

Why do we not have anoth-
er way to identify the students
beside a very personal number
that should not have to be
given out just to go to the
campus Health Center or to
get a parking permit?

Thankfully, your Social
Security number does not
appear on your student ID.

However, with such a grow-
ing population of students, it
only causes a larger risk to all
students to use their Social
Security number as their iden-
tification in databases.

This college prides itself on
being a safe one. There are
emergency posts all over cam-
pus, and even an escort serv-
ice in case you feel frightened
while walking around by your-
self at night. However, when
you use this method of identi-
fication, it’s far from safe. It
could cause you more prob-
lems than being mugged.

It is one thing to lose your
wallet. It's another to lose your
whole identity. 4

Mindy Dauis is a freshman
journalism student and can be
reached at mdd3b@misu.edu.

Pop quiz time, everyone:
when was the last time you
didn’t have anything to do (or
anything you were supposed
to be doing) and could just
play?

Time’s up. Set your pencils
down and pass up your
papers. Odds are, a number of
you were staring blankly at
your quiz for a while, unable
to remember. I'm also sure
that one or two of you ignored
the directions and thought
that the kegger you went to
when you were supposed to be
working on your term paper
counted as play.

As a society, we seem to have
lost touch with the importance
of play, and even of what ‘play’
actually means. Most of us
associate the idea with frivo-
lous and unimportant activity,
effort directed towards no use-
ful end. It is unhealthy
enough that adults feel this
way. What is worst of all,
though, is that the ones who
bear the brunt of this attitude
are children.

We put an emphasis on the
product of a child’s work, as
opposed to how a student
comes to understand some-
thing. This is the logic behind

Fair and
Unbalanced
Matthew Adair
Staff Colomist

not only things like standard-
ized testing, but the idea of
cramming a child’s schedule
with activities, or that children
should have a ‘schedule’ at all.
People want their children to
make something of their lives,
and will stop at nothing to
make sure that happens.

This is a wonderful goal.
Who would want to see their
kids amount to nothing in
life? Therein, though, lies the
problem in all of this. In rush-
ing our children from place to
place, we've become obsessed
with having them meet objec-
tives and standards, and fail to
see the value in just letting
explore the world themselves.

In all of this doing, we've
forgotten to let kids just play.

Play isn’t just mindless fun,
the things you do when you
haven't got anything else to
do. It's what you do when you
can't figure something out,
when something is bugging

To the Editor:

Matthew Hurtt

This is in response to Sandi Van Orden’s “Bush’s sexist nomi-
nation fails to provide diversity.” It seems as though she wants
to overlook the rest of the Bush administration — and hide sev-
eral important facts from her readers.

If President George W. Bush was actually sexist (or racist, for
that matter), would he have appointed females to four of the
fifteen positions on his cabinet? Would six of the fifteen mem-
bers be considered racially diverse?

Condoleeza Rice, a black female, holds the position of
Secretary of State, the first black female to do so. Department
of Education Secretary Margaret Spellings is female, as well; not
to mention Secretaries Gale Norton and Elaine Chao, of the
Departments of the Interior and Labor, respectively.

If Bush were truly sexist, would he have appointed these
accomplished women to the positions they currently hold?
There are plenty of men that could fill the positions just as well.

It seems that, in her rage, Ms. Van Orden has forgotten that
the Bush administration is full of diversity. Sure, Bush’s recent
nomination, Samuel Alito Jr., happens to be male, but he has
also had years of judicial experience. Maybe Bush feels Alito is
the next best choice for Associate Justice.

This should not be about who is male or female, black or
white. This should be about experience. Nominating someone
to a position of importance based solely on sex or race, Ms. Van
Orden, is shallow and ignorant.

Freshman, College of Liberal Arts

Letters fo
Administration’s actions not sexist

your curiosity enough to make
you want to pull it apart, poke
at it or turn it all around.

Social scientists have been
talking and writing for
decades about how important
play is to growing up.
Constructing knowledge, they
tell us, helps us better connect
ideas to practical use, encour-
ages creative problem solving
and generally makes us better
able to deal with a changing
world. When we play, things
become important to us
because we find reasons for
them to be important.

It's no wonder, then, that
the post-Sputnik generations
have seen a rapid rise in the
occurrence of mental disor-
ders. Today, one in five chil-
dren is believed to have some
sort of identifiable mental or
emotional disorder. Most
telling is that eight to 10 per-
cent of children and adoles-
cents have some kind of anxi-
ety disorder, six percent are
clinically depressed and five
percent have attention-
deficit/hyperactivity disorder.

While it’s impossible to
blame any one thing for all of
these problems, the often
rigidly structured lives more

and more parents are putting
children through are
undoubtedly fattening the wal-
lets of psychiatrists from sea to
shining sea.

However, all of that money
hasn’t seemed to have bought
our children much happiness.
We're tuming them into
miniature adults, complete
with complaints that they're
too busy to do some of the
things they would like to do,
like hang out with their
friends to aimlessly have fun.
Everyone here seems to be
benefiting, except for the ones
that all of these models and
plans are supposed to help.

A number of us will be par-
ents some day, and some
already are. Don’t we, as the
previous generation, owe our
children happier, saner lives
than the ones we are living?
We should stop trying to over-
think children’s lives and sim-
ply let them play how they
would like to, instead of pack-
ing every second with opportu-
nities for us to shine as the
World’s Greatest Parents. ¢

Matthew Adair is a sophomore
art education major and can be
reached at matt.adair@gmail.com.

the Editor

Garages alternative to more lots

To the Editor:

While riding the bus, I continue to see the progress being
made on the other side of Rutherford Blvd. The expansive
field of dirt is soon to be yet another parking lot. The idea is to
get people to park there instead of finding a place closer to
where their classes are and ride the bus to class. I'm all for try-
ing to solve these kinds of traffic and parking problems, but we
need competent people behind the scenes.

Already, there are parking lots surrounding the campus.
Adding yet another one is not the answer. We already see plen-
ty of parked cars on the way to class. Instead of seeing the aes-
thetically pleasing parts of our campus, we first see the obvious
parking problem. Instead of the lot that is being constructed
now, what we should be seeing is a parking garage across from
Greek Row. Even better would be a garage for the oncampus
residents, since it would be nice to have a safe place to park or
find a place to park close to your dorm. Garages would be
much better than filling all unused land with lots.

It's much easier to find a parking space at Opry Mills on a
holiday weekend than it is here. Unless we want to add a
Rainforest Cafe in the KUC, or tumn the crater by Greek Row
into a wave pool, give us a campus that doesn't look like we're
walking to the mall or some amusement park.

Sooner or later MTSU needs to accept that many campuses
its size (and smaller) have parking garages. Hopefully, they'll
realize this before students are engulfed with more lots.

Trace McAlister

Sophomore, College of Mass Communications
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that bacon come from?

Wednesday’s Farm Festival to celebrate
food production with area schoolchildren

By Landon Earps
Contributing Whiter

In our fast paced, getitdone-yesterday
world, many people don’t have time to sit
and actually enjoy a meal, let alone
thoughtfully ponder where it came from.

For many people, the thought of where
food comes from never extends beyond
the name brand on the packaging or the
store in which it was purchased. Children
are especially susceptible to falling into
the mindset that their beef is made at the
local fast-food restaurant and that Colonel
Sanders hatches the chickens himself.
T'his is where MTSU's Farm Festival, set
for Wednesday, Nov. 9, comes into play.

The festival begins at 9 a.m. at ends at 3
p.m. Itis free and open to the public,
mcluding MTSU students who are
encouraged to attend. They can try then
hand at milking a cow and sample how
much better sovbean<denved Biodiesel
smells and bums compared to regula
petrolenm diese |

HH Farm Festival 18 chration
!""!l [‘l"'iHl Lon :' |
vear by the School of Agrnibu
\;11\1 ience with the ()
out to the community an
kids about where the foo
comes lrom

“It's about teaching urban kids wi
primary experience with where beel
comes from i1s McDonalds'.” said Ih
Kevin Downs who is the associate profes-
sor of poultry science and coordinator of
the Farm Festival activities

For Warren Anderson, professor of
plant and soil science, the
urbanization of
Middle

nd rcdinate

Top: This horse was a big hit with community children at the

2003 Farm Festival.

Middle: In 2003, children were amazed by seeing pigs close up.

Below: Children got to pet calves among other farm animals,
which will also be an attraction this year.

Tennessee is one contributing factor to
the public’s lack of knowledge concerning
food production.

“For the past five years, Middle
Tennessee has been in the top ten areas
of the country for urbanization.”
Anderson. “A lot of people have felt like
they've lost that connection with the
ground.”

Also, teaching agriculture has taken a
backseat to the increasing demands of the
school curriculum.

“Everybody's got a lot to do now,”
Anderson said. “Pe »ple in education are
having more and more demands put on
them. Sometimes you just don't feel like
you have enough time to do the job.”

The Farm Festival is put on as a way to
help fill the void.

“We hope the Farm Festival simulates
teachers to send the information back to
the classroom,” Downs said as he dipped
his spoon into a container of yogurt
under the watchful eyes of the chicken
skeletons perched on top of his bookcase.

I'm excited to see the teachers excited.”
I'he idea of a Farm Festival began five
s ago as collaboration between Downs
d a former faculty member.
We saw a need for the department to
lo a beuer job reaching out to schools,”
Yowns said
Over the vears, Downs has seen the fes-
val grow into a big event. At the first fes-
t there were 500 children and parents.
['his vear. Downs expects over 2,000 pre-K
through sixth grade students from 30
schools. MTSU’s own Project HELP is
attending this vear's festival

Project HELP is an early intervention
service center that helps children with
special needs from birth to three vears
ol age

“At our school we do monthly themed
units and this month our theme is farms,”
said Amy Dobson, a teacher at Project
HELP. “Most people take for granted how
many children have never even seen a
cow, so this is going to be a good experi-
ence for them.”

Dodson views the Farm Festival as a way
for the special needs kids at the school to
broaden their hornzons

“Living in Murfreesboro, not many chil-

dren ever see a farm or animals,” Dodson
said. “You sing the song ‘Old McDonald
Had a Farm,” but you may not know what
afarmis.”

Displays at the Farm Festival this year
include tractor equipment, the products
made from agricultural plants, a beehive
display and milk and cookies produced by
MTSU’s dairy.

“We're trying to make the connection
that ‘Kroger’s didn't produce this,™
Downs said.

Despite all the displays, everyone real-
izes that the things the kids get the most
excited about are the animals.

“Animals are the big thing. Kids just
want to see the animals,” Downs said.

This year, the children will have an
opportunity to hold baby chickens, see a
sheep shearing display, pet goats and
nursery-aged pigs and even hand milk a
cow. One discovery the children can
make is is the similarity between the skin
of a pig and another even larger animal.

“A pig's skin is similar to an elephant’s
skin” Anderson said. “When vou a touch a
pig you can close your eyes and think of
an elephant.”

A lot of work goes into preparing the
Farm Festival. Planning for the event
begins during the summer and requires
most of the faculty and staff in the school
as well as student groups like the Block
and Bridle Club and Sigma Alpha. The
festival also receives help from outside
groups such as the Rutherford County
Farm Bureau Women'’s Group. All those
involved feel that the Farm Festival would
not be a success without the help from
groups both inside and outside the uni-
versity.

“The most rewarding part is just seeing
the expression on their face,” Anderson
said smiling through his white goatee in
his cramped office that is being used to
store the displays.

For students, both big and small, who
do attend, Anderson hopes that they
leave with at least one thought.

“Plants are neat.”#

Nightlife Boro’s

‘never seen’

Plans changed, doors opened lafer than expected,
but furnout remained high at newest Boro club

thing of this magnitude before.
[ This kind of] nightlife has never

By Haley Hughes
Staff Wniter

Murfreesboro Food & Drink — o1
Drink as it's more commonly known
— finally opened its doors Oct. 5.

Located in what used to be
Fuddrucker's at 1695 Memonial Blvd.,
Drink employs 30 people who tend

been seen here.”

The original Drink club is located
in Chattanooga; the plans for one to
hit Murfreesboro started a year ago.
Murfreesboro was an attractive city
because of its growth, Goza says. In
fact, according to the Web site

College Night with $2 longnecks, and
Thursday is Greek Night. Friday is
Ladies Night, which means girls do
not pay a cover charge until 11 p.m.
Every other night Drink is open there
is a $5 cover charge.

“Saturday is Saturday. It's a mar-
quee night,” says Goza.

Drink has advertised a little over
the radio and distributed a lot of
flvers, but also relies heavily on
word-of-mouth.

One misconception Goza feels peo-
ple have about Drink is that they
charge high prices for their liquors
and beers, and that's not true.
Customers will expect to pay $2 for
domestics and $4 for imports. The
club also sports a well list that is very

extensme.
“We don’t sell any cheap liquor in
the building,” Goza adds.

to Murfreesboro’s clubbing crowd.
Sporting itself as “the hottest college
party in Murfreesboro,” Drink opens
at 9 p.m. Wednesday-Saturday and

closes at 2:30 a.m.

Vice-President Mike Goza says,
“Murfreesboro has never had any-

\\\\\\'.Hllll‘hl'('\l)ﬂlnln.g()\.
Murfreesboro has “grown over a pace
that is five times the natonal aver-
age.” Plans for more Drink locations
are underway for Jackson, Tenn.,
Athens, Ga. and Knoxville.

Three hundred people can fit

inside the club, either groovin’ away
on the dance floor, lounging on the
plush VIP leather couches or com the sunken dance floo
fortably seated on the silver industrial
chairs placed around the interior

Iwo dancing poles, prime for nubile

voung bodies, extend from the bas Rod Youree, Drink’s manager, says

where most clubs will mix a
Cosmopolitan with cheap vodka,
Drink will serve their customers
Absolut.

top to the ceiling on the bar behind

(074 ¢ ._‘,i,mn\ that a o wod crowd
shows up on Wednesday and

Ihursday nights since Wednesday is

see Nightlife page 6

A never-ending battle

By Sarah Lavery
Staff Writer

Work and school are two
seemingly different concepts
that almost all students have to
intertwine at some point in
their college career.

For some, working enough
hours to put food on the table
and to keep the electricity on
is a reality they will never have
to face. For others, it is a bal-
ance that must be maintained
meticulously throughout their
vears at MTSU.

Finding a way to harmonize
a dedication to making money
and making the grade is of the
utmost importance to the
majority of students.

“The thing that has kept me

going is determination and
sheer will just to see things
through,” says Hillary Robson,
an MTSU english graduate
student.

She works, on average, 50
hours a week at various jobs in
order to complete education.

“There's a high level of
expectation for the quality of
work produced in graduate
school; and it requires a lot of
time. When yvou have to work
10-plus hours a week just to
pay your bills, it can become
very frustrating. There's not a
lot of choice involved for me
when it comes to either- 1
have to work, and I have to go
to school. Pllllillg itinto
absolutes sometimes makes
things a bit easier for me psy-

chologically,” Robson says.

At this stage in life, it is
often seen as the parents’
responsibility to see their chil-
dren through financially.
However, students who
depend entirely on support of
their family through college
often find themselves lost
when thrown into the reality
of being an adult.

“I really do admire parents
that contribute to their chil
dren's education,” Robson
says. “Economic circumstance
is what prohibited the finan-
cial contribution from my fam-
ily and so it became my
responsibility to fund my col-
lege career. I'm very proud of
my ability to balance getting
my education and surviving

Certain Students share how they balance
work with school and survive

economically. That said, if I'd
have had the financial contri-
bution of my family, there is a
possibility that it would have
made the process of getting
my undergraduate and gradu-
ate degrees easier.”

Students like Erin
Porterfield, an MTSU sopho-
more broadcasting major,
enjoy this relief. Though this
does lessen a lot of the bur-
den, not working is still not an
option for her.

“If I ever get in a jam, [my
parents] help me out. They do
pay for my school. I have to
work and I have to make good
grades in order for them to do
that, though,” Porterfield says.

The burden became too

see Battle page 6

Photo provided by morguefile com
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Mental Health Awareness Group founded

President wants to help students know where to find resources

By Abby Sliger
Staff Writer

Crazy. Nutbag. Lunatic. Mental illness-
es carty a stigma, but one campus organi-
zation is hoping to ease the perceived dis-
grace through education and awareness.

Active Minds, a newly formed mental
health advocacy group, hopes to support
those on campus with mental illnesses
and help them get the help they need.
While the members have no training in
counseling, the group can help point stu-
dents in the right direction.

“Most mental illnesses are curable,”
Active Minds founder and president
Amber Walker says. “But when diagnosed
people think "OK, things are going to be
OK now.” It’s only the beginning. A good
analogy is like when you blow out your
knee; you still have to do therapy.”

“And there are different ways to
approach mental illnesses,” Active Minds
secretary and psychology major Nikki
Myers says. “There’s talk therapy, cogni-
tive therapy — it’s not just going and tak-
ing pills. It's more of a path.”

EEROF] {: ~\V€(‘3k]Y"‘
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There is also a full kitchen.
The menu might not be as
extensive as the well menu,
but it’s good food, Goza says.

starts off with hits from 80s.
As the night progresses, and
the club really starts hoppin’
around 10:30-11 p-m., Top 40
songs are played then dance
tracks.

Goza is hesitant to say what
really prevented Drink from
opening its door when most
people expected.

He does say, “[We] came in
with an idea to do certain
things then things changed.”

But that doesn't matter
now. What does matter is
that Drink has enjoyed a
tremendous turnout since it’s
opened.

“We've still got some things
to work out,” Goza says.
“We're doing better than |
expected.”

; No doubt the turnout will
1 Dbe even bigger with the excit-

Active Minds secretary, Nikki Myers says approaching mental illness is more than just taking pills

The group hopes to educate MTSU stu-

dents about mental illnesses by posting
flyers or posters about common mental
illnesses and by inviting everyone to their
meetings. Active Minds wants to share the
warning signs of mental illnesses, so peo-
ple showing these signs or seeing these
signs in their friends can get the help
they need, Myers and Walker say.

Walker also wants to let students know

dealt with depression and psvchosis but
concealed his sysmptoms from everyone
around him. Brian began recemving treat-
ment for what was later diagnosed as

schizoaffecuve disorder.
half later.
took his own life

Malmon saw that her ow

and a vear and a

according to the Web site

campus did

Photo provided by morguefile com

campus, Myers says

Since Active Minds is still trying to get
established, Walker and Myers say they
aren’t planning many big events, but they
hope to have an end-of-thesemester pro-
gram dealing with finals and stress relief.
he I'he group would also like to do some- |.
thing in alignment with other groups on

ing events Drink is hosting in
the very near future.
Trishelle and Steven from
MTV'’s The Real World: Las
Vegas are visiting Drink Nov.

Drink’s DJ, on typical night,

17 for the Reality Rocks Real
Life Tour. The tour is a cast-
ing call for TV shows like
AETV's Inked, NBC’s The
Apprentice, CBS' Survivor and
ABC's The Bachelor and The
Bachelorette. Ten people in
attendance at Drink that
night will be selected for the
next round in New York.

On Dec. 1, Playboy play-
mates Lindsey Vuolo and
Lauren Anderson will be at
Drink to conduct a $100,00
hunk search.

And Drink even has some-
thing big planned for New
Years, though neither Goza
nor Youree are telling.

“It’s a surprise,”
with a grin.

Expect Drink to be around
for years to come, providing
Murfreesboro with a happen-
ing place to party.

“We're in for the long
haul,” Goza says. “Longevity
is key with us.”

Drink is available to rent
Sunday-Tuesday. 4

(Goza savs

about the counselors on campus. Myers FI-I talk ‘ulwlu mental illness, and, accord Evervone is invited 1o join Active
agrees and says the counseling centerson M8 10 the Web site, she set out to ):'m'“” \|u|:|~ :
campus seem to be hidden. Both say that that by starting Active Minds. Today, there I ('Hl‘)lt' think you have 1o h‘i a psychol-
mental illnesses are common on campus. 1€ OV 20 campuses across the nation Ogy major to join, but you don’t have to

“Stress is one of the major causes of fail- and one campus in Canada with an Active  be,” Walker says A
ing, not drugs and alcohol, but stress can Minds chartered group, according to the We're looking for people interested in
lead to drugs and alcohol,” Walker says Web site ‘ : e crusp. | S P! PpNe Rave Bl ihon-
“Suicide is the number two l('d(hl)g death Dunng !ll_}. school, Walker savs she al illnesses themselves or know someone
1)!(0"(‘}1(' students.” had a major \!'f'll"l lli(’]'ll‘\\lulL.llll' her who has.” Mvers savs

".'\H(l lht’ hl( transition to ('U”(?g(' can classmates the »HJ.Y she was weird because I'he next me '. i Active Minds 1s oA
cause anxiety and depression,” Myers says of 1. Walker savs her isolattion made her tomorrow, at 5:30 p.m. m l\t_:xlhlr\

want to “raise awareness about mental ill- University Center, Room 315 and eveny

Active Minds is actually a chapter in a
larger, national organization.

Alison Malmon founded Active Minds
in response to her brother committing
suicide, Walker says.

According to the website, activemind-
soncampus.org, Malmon'’s brother, Brian,

While
\ctive
She has been working

ness because 1t's not talked about.” other Tuesday. The next two meetings will

If you have a loved one in Iraq or serving in the military and
would like to talk about how it affects you at school, at your
job, your personal life, etc, please e-mail 500-900 word sto-
ries to slfeatures@mitsu.edu. No jounalism experience

online one day, Walker found the
Minds Web site
for a year and a half trving to get the
MTSU chapter of Active Minds approved.
That was last semester.

be general interest meetngs. Walker and
Myers can be reached at
activeminds@mitsu.edu or on the MTSI
Active Minds website ai

http:

www.mitsu.edu/ ~acminds, .4
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much for Porterfield, who
moved back home with her
parents after a year of strug-
gling to pay her bills and keep
up her grades while living on
her own.

She says, “I have more time
for school now without the
stress of money. I still work 20
hours a week, but it feels like
nothing compared to
before.”

The nature of the job also
has much to do with the
ensuing stress. Working at

certain jobs where manual If education is a priority, YR ,/’\/\? NOV. 7 10 2005
labor is frequent and you are  then students, like Hillary (1 \,’ /
left feeling exhausted is Robson, will find a way to £t =y
undoubtedly going to come cease the constant battle and 3 ST
in the way of completing carry on with life. / ~ A 1
homework and getting to “Work comes in the way of [/ /N\_.l . Mon. Tues. & Wed. ---
class on time. my education on a daily I 3 'J’y\ Night Owls Open House
5

“I felt like work was too
much when I worked at Sonic

last year and lived on lm don't have much of a choice. r
own,” says Porterfield. * If I don't work, then I don't Tuesday, Nov. 8 ---
hardly had time to slefep. I have any money to pay my o~ Open House for Faculty and |
didn’t even pay attention in rent or to buy gas, and that ~(.,<:z, &. Staff \
class. At the same time, [ did-  reality adds a lot of pressure. = : : :

NG 25> 7:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. in KUC 320

n't have enough money for
rent. | started worrying more
about money than school. It
seemed the more I worked,
the more I worried, and the
worse the grades became.”

SUNY College at Brockport
in New York estimates that 57
percent of all college students
work while in school, and that
one in 10 students work and
go to school full-time.

Those “lucky” students who
breeze through college with-
out ever having to earn a
dime on their own will likely
be faced with a harsh reality
when graduation comes
around. Studies have shown
that students who work part-
time tend to be more focused
and more adapt to balancing
their schedule; furthermore,
post-graduate career-endeav-
ors will be benefited by a
resume demonstrating a
strong work ethic.

basis,” she says. “I honestly
think I work too much, but I

I try to not ever let my aca-
demic work suffer- I've lost
sleep many nights to make
sure that assignments are
done and completed to the
best of my ability. The most
important weight of respon-
sibility is on the individual to
want to get an education and
make it happen by any
means necessary.” 4

Got a news tip?

Call 615-898-2336

NOVEMBER 7 -

MON. - THUR.
7 & 9:30 PM

10 T

required. Please include your name, classification and major.

Tum in by Tuesday, November 15th by noon.

-Brand: Fleck, Features Editor

KUC THEATER

WA 2 Nontraditional Student Dinner
| P 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
ADMISSION ON LY $2 t;ff Mb?;r/ in KUC 320 and 318.

/
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Come |
Celebrate |

Nontraditional
Student Week

4:00 - 6:30 p.m. in KUC 320

Wednesday, Nov. 19 ---
Nontraditional Student Day
10:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
in the KUC lobby area
in front of the Bookstore.

Thursday, Nov. 10 ---

Phone 898-5989 for details about the potluck dinner |

and to reserve a pl
members. Pinnacl

ace for you and your family \
e Honor Society initiation and

Fall Awards follow the dinner in KUC 314. ‘

Employment

lassifieds

For Sale

Roommates

Bahamas Spring Break Cruise! 5 Days from
$299! Includes meals, MTV Celebrity Parties!
Cancun, Acapulco, Jamaica from $499!
Campus Reps Needed! PromoCode: 31
www.springbreaktravel.com 1-800-678-6386

Jam Band VINYL SOUP is auditioning for
PIANO/ORGANIST for live and studio
work. Must be able to sing backups.

www.vinylsoup.com 615-790-7578

HOLIDAY HELP! Good pay, start now and
continue through holidays, sales/svc, all
ages 18+, conditions apply. 832-8448
WORKFORSTUDENTS.COM

CORAD Healthcare is looking for PT
Friendly Customer Service Rep. $8 p.h.
Flexible Hours, Paid Weekly Promotion to
Pharmaceutical Sales Rep. Possible Fax
Resume to 523-2816

Southwest Airlines Rapid Rewards Ticket
Expires January 14, 2006

Blackout dates: November 22-23, 26-28,
December 23-24, 26, 30, January 1,2 $250
o.b.o. 898-2038

22" wheels - no scratches/curbs, lots of
chrome, 235 series low profile tires, call for
information. $1750 obo cell 427-0589 leave

message

1999 Oldsmobile Alero, 2-door, auto, all-
power, mauve ext., tan int., good tires, very
clean, very dependable. 112,950 k. $3,200
615-355-6046

Brand new MA 10 inch sub-woofers in origi-
nal shipping box. Never used, sell both subs

for $80. Call 615-898-3235/leave message.

Roommate needed to share a house. $300
+ utilities; within 5 miles of MTSU cam-
pus, off S. Rutherford, next to Walmart.

Any questions, contact: Eric Wright.
ewright@mtsu.edu

Roommate needed: new 3 bedroom
house, very nice/clean, broadband inter-
net, cable tv incl. You pay NO utilities,
$400 all inclusive. $200 deposit. Call 904-
803-1058

For Rent
House for rent: 2022 Bradyville Pike,
M’boro. Close to MTSU, Wal-Mart and
Bi-Lo. $950 a month / $500 deposit

Dhrlonline.com to view home

Sub-Lease

1 bedroom in a 3 bed/3 bath at The
Woods at Greenland. $429/mo. Great
roommates! Looking for female, non-
smoker, pref. Christian. Contact Melissa
at 731-676-0833.

One bedroom at Campus Crossings. Blue
Raider shuttle runs here. Fully furnished
with bedroom suit. Contact Emily at 731-
697-9292.

Girl roommate needed at Campus
Crossings South. Close to campus &
Walmart, 3BD/3BA, completely fur-
nished. Rent includes everything. If
interested, call Morgan at 931-993-0467.

General

Play Online 3D game with friends and
family worldwide. Even has a chat feature
while you play to win cash & prizes. Free
download:

http://www.expect2succeed.com/gfticket

Looking for a Car:

Call Hays Mitsubishi. We have First Time
Buyer & College Graduate Plans for all
your Automotive Needs. Hays Mitsubishi
(615) 860-2500.

Policies

Sidelines will be responsible only for the first
incorrect insertion of any classified advertise-
ment. No refunds will be made for partial cancel-
lations. Sidelines reserves the right to refuse any
advertisement it deems objectionable for any
reason. Classifieds will only be accepted on a
prepaid basis. Ads may be placed in the Sidelines
office in Mass Comm, Room 269, or faxed to
(615) 904-8193. For more information call (615)
904-8154 are not accepted over the phone. Ads
are free for students and faculty for the first two
weeks.

e




UPCOMING GAMES:

NOVEMBER 11: VOLLEYBALL VS. WESTERN KENTUCKY

NOVEMBER 12: FOOTBALL VS. LOUISIANA-MONROE
CROSS COUNTRY VS. NCAA SOUTH REGIONAL
NOVEMBER 13: VOLLEYBALL VS SOUTH ALABAMA
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Blue Raiders trounce Arkansas
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Blue Raider runningback Ronald Steed looks on as quarterback Josh Harris (16) faces off against the Arkansas State defense

Blue Raider offense comes fo life in crucial home victory

By David Hunter
Staff Writer

For the Blue Raiders, it's good to be
back at home and winning football
games.

For the Middle Tennessee football
team, this came true with an impressive
45-7 victory over Arkansas State on
Saturday evening at Floyd Stadium.

“It’s huge, we have been talking about
how we got to win at home, and we got to
take this place back,” MT quarterback
Clint Marks said. “We did it big time
tonight.”

Not only did the Blue Raiders end their
three-game home losing streak, but put
themselves back in the Sun Belt
Conference race for that trip to the New
Orleans Bowl.

It especially helped their chances
with conference leader and next week’s
opponent Louisiana-Monroe, which
lost to Florida International 31-29 earli-
er in the day.

“We just want to win games, win at
home,” MT head coach Andy McCollum
said. “Is it in the back of our heads? Yeah.
Do we talk about it? Yeah. Our goals are
still in front of us. This conference could
come to a lot of teams with two losses in
the conference. All we got to do is contin-
ue working, and taking it one at a time.”

The scoring started early for MT on the
very first drive of the game going 80 yards
in 14 plays ending with running back
Eugene Gross popping it in from the goal

MT 45

Arkansas State 7

Next Game:
November 19
at North Carolina State

line to make it 7.

The defense then made a big stop on
ASU'’s first offensive possession by halting
their drive with a stop on 3rd and 1.

In the beginning of the second quarter,

the Blue Raiders added a field goal.

After ASU punted, the Blue Raiders
only needed two plays to score again.
This time, Clint Marks used pin-point
accuracy to find Bobby Williams for a 49-
vard score.

“It really was a great ball by Marks.
He threw it up in the air and the
defender didn’t see it and I stuck my
hands out and made a great catch,”
Williams said.

Williams had two catches for 60 yards.

The defense stepped up again with an
interception by Keon Raymond that was
returned to the ASU 14. On the next
play, Marks connected with Nick McAfee
for the touchdown.

Next, it was the special teams turn to
play a role in the victory. MT's Sean
Mosley crashed through the line and
blocked the punt. Devarick Scandrett
then picked up the ball and illegally for-

ward passed to J.K. Sabb who took it in.

“We were able to rush it and get pres-
sure on them, and I pushed the wing into
the back of the punter and got a block,”
Mosley said.

However, the ball was put on the ASU
12, and three plays later, Gross scored
from two yards out , making the halftime
score 3140. On MT's first drive of the sec-
ond half, Marks found Cleannord Saintill
on a beautiful 30-yard strike to extend
the score 3840,

In the 4th quarter, Ronald Steed
ended the MT scoring with a one-yard
plunge. Nick Noce found Gary Vincent
for a 13-yard score for ASU’s only
points of the game.

Marks finished the game by going 14-
for-23 for three touchdowns and one
interception. ASU’s Noce was 15-for-24
for one score and one pick.

Gross rushed for 75 yards and two
scores, and Sneed had 67 yards with a
touchdown.

“We got our opportunities, and we took
advantage of them,"” MT offensive line-
man Franklin Dunbar said. “They gave us
the short field to work with and we knew
we had to put it in. So we tried our best
to put them in."

Antonio Warren had 113 yards rushing
for the Indians.

MT is now 34, 2-2, while ASU drops to
43, 32.

The Blue Raiders close out the home
part of the schedule next Saturday against
Louisiana-Monroe at 2 p.m. 4

Entire team’s compelte performance leads to MT victory

victory was the most complete
game the Blue Raiders have
played this season.

“From the start to the finish
we came out firing, hitting
people, and executing, on
defense and offense,” Burke
said. * This is the most com-
plete game we’ve played.”

A big part of the MT success

was not committing costly mis-

MT soccer team loses
1-0 decision to ASU
in Sun Belt semifinal

Staff Reports

One of the most successful
seasons in Middle Tennessee
soccer history came to an
excruciating halt in a 1-0 loss
to host South Alabama in the
semifinals of the Aeropostale
Sun Belt Championships in
Mobile Thursday night.

South Alabama’s Jenn Edgar
scored the game'’s only goal in
the eighth minute and the
Jaguars (124-1) held on to
secure the victory.

“South Alabama is a good
team, and they are playing at
home with their fans,” MT
coach Aston Rhoden said. “We
gave up an easy early goal and
that, unfortunately, was the dif-
ference. We had our opportu-
nities, there’s no doubt about
that. I think the last 20 minutes
or so we played in their half
but we couldn’t get a goal.
That has been one of the
things that has hurt us this year
and it came back to bite us.”

Senior keeper Danielle
Perreault tumed in a dynam-
ic performance in goal, sav-
ing four shots and denying
South Alabama goals on
three breakaways with the
game hanging in the bal-
ance. Her play kept MT in
the game, but the offense
couldn’t get any of its 16
shots to find the back of net.

“Everyone fought hard but
it just didn’t come for us,”
said Perreault said. “South
Alabama was able to get an
early goal and we just didn’t
get it back. I thought our
defense really stepped up.
Jordan (LeFan) really did
well coming into a position
(at defender) she hasn’t
played until this tournament.
I was able to make a couple
of saves to keep us in it but
we couldn’t find a way to get
a goal. It's a tough one but
when we get over the pain of
this loss I think we will real-
ize how much we accom-
plished this season.”

The Blue Raiders were on
the attack for the majority of
the final 20 minutes but South
Alabama bunkered and never
caved under the relentless
pressure. The MT offensive
attack generated eight comer
kick opportunities, including
six in the final 45 minutes, but
none resulted in a goal.

MT again was hampered by
injuries. The Blue Raiders were
without Sun Belt Newcomer of
the Year Ingrid Christensen
and freshman standout Katie
Daley, who was unable to per-
form after pulling a hamstring
in the second half of a 140 dou-
ble-overtime win against Troy

South Ala. 1
MT 0

in the quarterfinals.

LeFan eamed the start at
defender for the first time in
her Blue Raider career and
performed admirably, as did
the usual defensive stalwarts -
Katy Rayburn, Sara
Wohlhueter, Nenita Burgess,
Claire Ward, Kaley Forrest and
Nenita Burgess.

Kala Morgan, who scored
the winner in MT’s win against
Troy, enjoyed her best all-
around game as a Blue Raider
and kept the pressure on the
South Alabama defense; how-
ever, in keeping with the
theme of the defensive strug-
gle, Jaguars keeper Kelsie
Langford was always true to the
task with eight saves in the
match.

MT (13-5-2) tied the single-
season record for wins this sea-
son, despite numerous injuries
and utilizing the services of sev-
eral newcomers playing their
first year of Division I soccer.

In the end; however, the
team was unable to avenge its
only conference loss of the sea-
son and fell to the host in the
semifinals for the second
straight season.

“I am proud of how the girls
responded given the injuries
that we have had, and I'm
proud of the overall team
effort,” Rhoden said. “Tt was
great to see some of the young
players step their game up in a
really big match. LeFan adjust-
ed to being a new defender
and Morgan really stepped up
and played one of her better
games. They made a difference
in the game.

“We had a tough schedule
this year and it was set up that
way to help us for this tourna-
ment. We had a lot of new
players and they came in and
helped us win a lot of big
games. For us to have the start
we did in conference play (0-1-
2), which is not normal for us,
and still finish second in the
league and put ourselves in
position to contend for a
NCAA berth is a great testa-
ment to how those kids did
and the future we have. We
have had good leadership
from our four seniors
(Perreault, Ward, Rachel
Holmes and Melissa Wellman)
and they have meant to much
to our overall success, not only
this season but during their
careers.” ¢
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