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ABSTRACT

A HANDBOOK OF CLASSICAL MYTHOLOGY WITH 

SPECIAL IMPLICATIONS FOR LITERATURE 

INSTRUCTORS IN THE PUBLIC JUNIOR 

COLLEGES OF ALABAMA

By M ichae l  Hayes B e a s le y

T h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  a handbook o f  c l a s s i c a l  m ythology  

d e s i g n e d  t o  a i d  t h e  c o l l e g e  l i t e r a t u r e  i n s t r u c t o r  who t e a c h e s  

c l a s s i c a l  mythology  i n  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  c o u r s e s .  A l though  t h e  

handbook has  s p e c i a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  l i t e r a t u r e  i n s t r u c t o r s  

in  t h e  p u b l i c  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e s  o f  Alabama, much o f  t h e  

m a t e r i a l  i s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a l l  l i t e r a t u r e  i n s t r u c t o r s  who 

t e a c h  c l a s s i c a l  m y th o log y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  i n t r o d u c t o r y  l i t e r a 

t u r e  c o u r s e s .

C h a p te r  one i n t r o d u c e s  t h e  method and sco pe  o f  t h e  d i s 

s e r t a t i o n .  I n c l u d e d  a r e  a s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  p rob lem ,  p r e m i s e s ,  

background  and s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  s t u d y ,  b a s i c  a s s u m p t io n s ,  

and p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  c o l l e c t i n g  d a t a .

C h a p te r  two d e s c r i b e s  and a n a l y z e s  t h e  p rob lem  o f  t e a c h 

in g  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy  in  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  c l a s s e s .  The f i r s t  

p a r t  o f  t h e  c h a p t e r  exam ines  g e n e r a l  p ro b lem s ;  t h e  second  

p a r t  i n c l u d e s  a s u r v e y  which exam ines  t h e  p ro b lem s  o f
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t e a c h i n g  c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  in  t h e  p u b l i c  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e s  

o f  Alabama. The c h a p t e r  c l o s e s  w i th  some i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  

t h e  su r v e y .

C h a p te r  t h r e e  i s  a t e n - d a y  s y l l a b u s  d e s i g n e d  f o r  i n t r o 

d u c t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e  c l a s s e s  in  t h e  p u b l i c  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e s  o f  

Alabama. T h i s  c h a p t e r  e n d s  w i th  a g e n e r a l  e x a m in a t io n  o f  

c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy .

C h a p te r  f o u r  i s  a  r e s o u r c e  u n i t  d e s i g n e d  t o  a i d  t h e  

i n s t r u c t o r  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m ythology  in  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  books ,  

a r t i c l e s ,  and a u d i o - v i s u a l  m a t e r i a l .  The c h a p t e r  c o n c l u d e s  

w i t h  a g e n e r a l  commentary on t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  f i n d i n g  

a r t i c l e s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  who i s  n o t  a c l a s s i c a l  

s c h o l a r ,  and t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  a u d i o - v i s u a l  f i l m s t r i p s  and 

c a s s e t t e s  a r e  o f  d u b io u s  wor th .

C h a p te r  f i v e  i s  an e s s a y  which  exam ines  s e v e r a l  m a jo r  

p ro b lem s  in  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y th o lo gy ,  p ro b lem s  

n o t  m en t ion ed  d i r e c t l y  i n  p u b l i s h e d  l i t e r a t u r e .  The c h a p t e r  

e n d s  w i th  t h e  o p t i m i s t i c  n o t e  t h a t  th ough  t h e r e  a r e  s i g n i f i 

c a n t  p rob lem s  i n  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y th o lo g y ,  t h e  

i n s t r u c t o r  who p e r s e v e r e s  and s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  p r e p a r e s  h i m s e l f  

w i t h  f u r t h e r  s t u d y  i s  amply r ew ard e d .
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C h a p te r  I

INTRODUCTION 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The p u rp o s e  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  t o  c r e a t e  a handbook 

t h a t  w i l l  a i d  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  i n s t r u c t o r  t o  t e a c h  more e f f e c 

t i v e l y  c l a s s i c a l  m ythology  in  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  i n t r o d u c t o r y  

c o u r s e s .  Though t h e  handbook sh o u ld  be o f  v a lu e  t o  any 

i n s t r u c t o r  who t e a c h e s  c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  in  i n t r o d u c t o r y  

l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e s ,  a s e c t i o n  o f  i t  i s  d e s i g n e d  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  

i n s t r u c t o r s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  in  t h e  p u b l i c  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e s  o f  

Alabama.

The f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  handbook i s  an e x a m in a t io n  o f  t h e  

p ro b lem s  f a c i n g  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  i n  t e a c h i n g  c l a s s i c a l  m y th o l 

ogy a t  t h e  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  l e v e l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  i n t r o d u c t o r y  

c o u r s e s .  A lso ,  t h e  f i r s t  s e c t i o n  exam ines  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a 

q u e s t i o n n a i r e  s e n t  t o  i n s t r u c t o r s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  

j u n i o r  c o l l e g e s  o f  Alabama. The q u e s t i o n n a i r e  f o c u s e s  on t h e  

t e a c h i n g  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y th o lo gy  and t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  c l a s 

s i c a l  mythology o f  b o th  t h e  s t u d e n t s  and t h e  i n s t r u c t o r s .

The c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  handbook e v a l u a t e s  

t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .

1
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The second  p a r t  o f  t h e  handbook,  a  t e n - d a y  s y l l a b u s ,  i s  

b a sed  i n  p a r t  on i n f o r m a t i o n  and c o n c l u s i o n s  drawn from t h e  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  The s y l l a b u s  i s  d e s i g n e d  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  t h e  

E n g l i s h  p rogram s in  t h e  p u b l i c  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e s  o f  Alabama; 

however ,  su c h  a s t r u c t u r e  does  n o t  p r e c l u d e  i t s  u s e  i n  o t h e r  

s y s t e m s .

The t h i r d  p a r t  of  t h e  handbook i s  a r e s o u r c e  u n i t  which 

w i l l  e n a b l e  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  d e v e lo p  more 

s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  h i s  c a p a b i l i t i e s  in  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  c l a s s i c a l  

m y tho logy .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  an a n a l y t i c a l  su rv e y  o f  

s e l e c t e d  books ,  j o u r n a l s ,  and a r t i c l e s  t h a t  have a s p e c i a l  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  a t  t h e  

u n d e r g r a d u a t e  l e v e l .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  some a t t e n t i o n  i s  g iv e n  

t o  t h e  e x a m in a t io n  o f  a u d i o - v i s u a l  m a t e r i a l s .

The c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  handbook c o n s i s t s  o f  an e s s a y  on 

s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  most  im p o r t a n t  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g  

o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy .  The e s s a y  sh o u ld  p ro v e  h e l p f u l  t o  

i n s t r u c t o r s  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o b le m s  o f  t e a c h i n g  c l a s s i c a l  

m ytho logy .

PREMISES

1. I n s t r u c t o r s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  o f t e n  r e a l i z e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  

c l a s s i c a l  m y th o lo g y ,  b u t  t h e y  f r e q u e n t l y  assume t h a t  i t  i s  

such  a v a s t  s u b j e c t  t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  an i n t r o d u c t o r y  

a p p ro a c h  p r e s e n t s  a lm o s t  i n s u p e r a b l e  d i f f i c u l t i e s .
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2. I n s t r u c t o r s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  o f t e n  have  some knowledge 

o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y ths ,  b u t  t h e y  som etim es  f a i l  t o  s e e  f u l l y  t h e  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e s e  m yths  t o  B r i t i s h ,  

American ,  o r  w or ld  l i t e r a t u r e .

3 .  I n s t r u c t o r s  who w ish  t o  s tu d y  o r  t o  t e a c h  c l a s s i c a l  

m y tho logy  f e e l  t h e  need  f o r  a handbook on t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  

c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  an e v a l u a t i o n  o f  commonly 

u s e d  t e x t b o o k s  and m y t h o l o g i c a l  r e f e r e n c e  g u i d e s  i n  a d d i t i o n  

t o  s u g g e s t e d  a p p ro a c h e s  in  p r e s e n t i n g  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy .

4 .  A handbook on t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy  

w i l l  e n a b l e  any i n s t r u c t o r  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  enhance  h i s  

t e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t .

5 . A handbook on t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy  

can be  s t r u c t u r e d  w i th  em p h a s i s  on t h e  p ro b lem s  f a c e d  by t h e  

l i t e r a t u r e  i n s t r u c t o r s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e s  o f  

Alabama.

BACKGROUND AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS STUDY

Though I have t a u g h t  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  

e a c h  y e a r  f o r  t h e  p a s t  f o u r  y e a r s  in  i n t r o d u c t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e  

c o u r s e s ,  I have rem a in e d  d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i th  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  my 

a p p r o a c h e s  t o  t e a c h i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t .  R e a l i z i n g  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  

o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s ’ l e a r n i n g  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  m y th o l o g i c a l  

a l l u s i o n s  and m ytho logy  u se d  a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  l i t e r a t u r e ,

I  am aware o f  t h e  need  f o r  a g u id e  o r  s y l l a b u s  t o  h e lp  

o r g a n i z e  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y th o lo gy .
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D i s c u s s i o n s  w i th  o t h e r  i n s t r u c t o r s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  many 

o f  them a l s o  t h o u g h t  a  handbook on t e a c h i n g  c l a s s i c a l  m y th o l 

ogy seemed d e s i r a b l e  b u t  u n a v a i l a b l e .  Thorough r e s e a r c h  h as  

c o n f i rm e d  a d e a r t h  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  g u i d i n g  t h e  

i n s t r u c t o r  in  t h e  u s e  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  in  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  

i n t r o d u c t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e s .  F u r th e r m o r e ,  a r e c e n t l y  

co m p le te d  su r v e y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  i n s t r u c t o r s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  

j u n i o r  c o l l e g e s  o f  Alabama r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  

i n s t r u c t o r s  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  s u r v e y  f e l t  t h e  need f o r  some 

t y p e  of  c u r r i c u l u m  gu id e  t o  e n a b l e  them t o  t e a c h  c l a s s i c a l  

m ythology  more e f f e c t i v e l y .  Thus,  a handbook was begun w i t h  

t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  i t  would b e n e f i t  many i n s t r u c t o r s  o f  l i t e r a 

t u r e  .

DEFINITION OF TERMS

1. M y th o lo gy . Anonymous s t o r y  t h a t  d e a l s  w i t h  m an 's  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  d e i t i e s ;  a l s o ,  s t o r i e s  t h a t  d e a l  w i t h  th e  

c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r ld ,  d e i t i e s ,  o r  man.

2. L eg e n d . An anonymous s t o r y  which h a s  a h i s t o r i c a l  

b a s i s ,  a l t h o u g h  s u p e r n a t u r a l  e l e m e n t s  a r e  u s u a l l y  a l s o  

p r e s e n t . 1

1 H a r o ld  0 .  J .  Brown, "The B i b l e  and M yth o lo g y ,"  C h r i s 
t i a n i t y  T o d ay , 27 Sep tem ber  1974,  p . 8. See pp. 3 8 - 3 9  o f  
t h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  f o r  B ro w n 's  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  and d i s t i n c t i o n  
between m ytho logy  and l e g e n d .
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3. C l a s s i c a l  m y th o lo g y . That  body o f  l i t e r a t u r e  which 

d e a l s  w i th  t h e  myths o f  a n c i e n t  Greece  and Rome.

4. Handbook. A work c o n s t r u c t e d  w i th  em p h a s i s  on i t s  

u se  a s  a r e f e r e n c e  g u id e .

5 . Resource  U n i t . A c o l l e c t i o n  o f  m a t e r i a l s  s e l e c t e d  

t o  e n a b l e  t h e  u s e r  t o  choose  more e f f e c t i v e l y  a d d i t i o n a l  

i n s t r u c t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l  o r  t o  u s e  w i th  g r e a t e r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  

t h e  m a t e r i a l  o r  knowledge he a l r e a d y  h a s .

6 . I n t r o d u c t o r y  L i t e r a t u r e  C o u r s e s . C o u rse s  in  f r e s h 

man o r  sophomore E n g l i s h  which r e q u i r e  some c o m p o s i t i o n  

s k i l l s  bu t  which a l s o  s t r e s s  s e l e c t i o n s  o f  l i t e r a r y  work 

o t h e r  th a n  n o n - f i c t i o n  e s s a y s .

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

The handbook i s  no t  a d e f e n s e  o r  a  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of  

t e a c h i n g  c l a s s i c a l  mythology  b u t  i s  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  i d e a s  whose w o r th  has  been  a b ly  a t t e s t e d  t o  

by o t h e r  s c h o l a r s  and t e a c h e r s .  The m yths  cho sen  f o r  

d e t a i l e d  s t u d y  in  t h e  t e n - d a y  s y l l a b u s  a r e  l i m i t e d  t o  t h o s e  

o f t e n  n o te d  f o r  t h e i r  a l l u s i v e  and p h i l o s o p h i c a l  r i c h n e s s .

A l though  much o f  th e  handbook, e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  r e s o u r c e  

u n i t ,  i s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  many E n g l i s h  p rog ram s ,  t h e  t e n - d a y  

c u r r i c u l u m  u n i t  ( s y l l a b u s )  i s  d e s i g n e d  w i th  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  

f o r  u s e  in  t h e  p u b l i c  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e s  o f  Alabama. Though t h e
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c u r r i c u l a  o f  t h e s e  c o l l e g e s  a r e  n o t  i d e n t i c a l ,  t h e i r  s h a r e d  

s i m i l a r i t i e s  i n v i t e  a s y l l a b u s .

BASIC ASSUMPTIONS

I assume t h a t  a knowledge o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy  can 

a i d  t h e  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  i n  h a v in g  a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more 

r e w a r d in g  e x p e r i e n c e  when he e n c o u n t e r s  l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  c o n 

t a i n s  m y t h o l o g i c a l  a l l u s i o n s .  And, s i n c e  t h e  r i c h  h e r i t a g e  

o f  B r i t i s h ,  American,  and w or ld  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  

t h e s e  a l l u s i o n s ,  a handbook seems j u s t i f i e d  t h a t  w i l l  b e t t e r  

e n a b le  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  and t o  

e x p l a i n  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e s e  a l l u s i o n s .  F u r th e r m o r e ,  

t h e  them es o f  t h e  m a jo r  m yths— l o v e ,  c o u r a g e ,  com p a ss io n ,  

r a g e ,  j u s t i c e — p r o v i d e  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  o u t s t a n d i n g  l i t e r a t u r e .

PROCEDURES FOR COLLECTING DATA

D ata  has  been  c o l l e c t e d  f rom s o u r c e s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  manner:

1. A th o r o u g h  r e v i e w  of  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  

t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy ,  w i th  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  

g iv en  t o  t h a t  l i t e r a t u r e  on t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y th o l 

ogy a t  t h e  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  l e v e l .

2 . A r e v i e w  o f  commonly u s e d  t e x t b o o k s  and r e f e r e n c e  

books  on t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho lo g y ,  su c h  a s  E d i t h
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H a m i l t o n ' s  Mythology o r  J .  E. Zimmerman's  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  

C l a s s i c a l  M ytho logy .

3. A r e v i e w  o f  s e l e c t e d  books t h a t  d e a l  w i t h  c r i t i c a l  

t h e o r i e s  o f  m y tho logy ,  such  a s  J o s e p h  C a m p b e l l ' s  The Hero 

W ith  a Thousand F a c e s  i n  which  i s  o u t l i n e d  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  a 

w or ldw ide  monomyth t h a t  l i e s  b e n e a t h  many o f  t h e  m a jo r  myths 

o f  v a r i o u s  c u l t u r e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r ld .

4 .  A s e l e c t i v e  s e a r c h  t o  l o c a t e  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  E n g l i s h  

c o u r s e s  in  which  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y th o log y ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  i n t r o d u c t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e s ,  

seems t o  be e s p e c i a l l y  e f f e c t i v e .

5 . A c a r e f u l  a n a l y s i s  o f  a s u r v e y  s e n t  t o  i n s t r u c t o r s  

o f  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n  p u b l i c  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e s  o f  

Alabama.

6 .  A s e l e c t i v e  s e a r c h  t o  l o c a t e  s y l l a b i  on t h e  t e a c h i n g  

o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y t h o l o g i c a l  t o p i c s .

7 .  D i s c u s s i o n s  i n  p e r s o n  and by l e t t e r  w i t h  c o l l e a g u e s  

on c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  and t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  c o u r s e s  o r  

u n i t s  in  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho lo g y .



C h a p te r  I I

PROBLEMS OF TEACHING CLASSICAL MYTHOLOGY

GENERAL PROBLEMS

L i t e r a t u r e  D e s c r i b i n g  P rob lem s

While t h e  f i e l d  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy  i s  r i c h ,  v a r i e d ,  

and complex,  t h e r e  i s  r e m a rk a b ly  l i t t l e  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  t h e  

p ro b lem s  o f  t e a c h i n g  i t .  In  f a c t ,  s p e c i f i c  p ro b lem s  e n co u n 

t e r e d  in  t e a c h i n g  c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  a r e  l i s t e d  o n ly  i n  a

s tu d y  by Lloyd N. J e f f r e y ,  t o  be c i t e d  a t  l e n g t h  l a t e r  i n  
ot h i s  work.  P e r h a p s  t h e  b e s t  su m m a r iz a t io n  o f  t h e  p ro b lem s

p e c u l i a r  t o  t h i s  s u b j e c t  i s  t h a t  o f  George Cameron A l l e n .

A l l e n ,  a p a n e l i s t  on t h e  1966 Dar tm outh  C o n fe re n c e  on The

Uses o f  Myth, e x p l a i n s  t h a t  two m ajo r  d a n g e r s  i n  t e a c h i n g

myth a r e  i t s  b r e a d t h  and c o m p le x i ty  and i t s  s u b t l e t y :

The f i r s t  d a n g e r  w i t h  myth i s  t h a t  t o  s t u d y  i t  o r  
t o  i n t r o d u c e  i t  i n t o  e d u c a t i o n  may t a k e  up t im e  
which  i s  n o t  t h e r e ;  t h e n  t h e  v i s i o n  may a t r o p h y .
The second  d a n g e r  i s  t h a t  so much in  such  a f i e l d  
a s  myth i s  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  what  R o b e r t  Lowe . . .
c a l l e d  " i m p a l p a b l e  e s s e n c e . "  Myth i m p l i e s  more 
o f t e n  t h a n  n o t  an echo h e r e ,  a v e i l e d  a l l u s i o n  
t h e r e ,  so m e th ing  h a l f - h e a r d  which you may f a i r l y  
g u e s s  a t  b u t  n e v e r  q u i t e  m a s t e r ;  i t  i s  o f t e n  o f  a 
D e lp h ic  a m b ig u i ty .  The o v e r t o n e s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  in

2
"The T each in g  o f  C l a s s i c a l  Mythology:  A Recent

S u r v e y , "  C l a s s i c a l  J o u r n a l ,  64 (1 9 6 9 ) ,  311 -23 .

8
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music  p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  o v e r t o n e s  and t h e  
young ought  t o  grow up w i t h  t h e i r  s e n s e  o f  wonder 
u n i m p a i r e d . 3

A l b e r t  L. L a v in ,  a l s o  a member o f  t h e  D ar tm outh  C o n fe r 

e n c e ,  f e e l s  t h a t  w h i l e  h ig h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  may l e a r n  some 

m y t h o l o g i c a l  t a b l e s ,  few o f  them come t o  r e g a r d  m ytho logy  as  

" a  c o h e s i v e  framework f o r  t h e  s t u d y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e . " ^ 1 T h is  

f a u l t ,  s a y s  L av in ,  i s  due t o  t h e  b e l i e f  o f  many i n s t r u c t o r s  

t h a t  mythology i s  a s t u d y  so  s p e c i a l i z e d  t h a t  i t  has  no p l a c e  

i n  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  o r  lower  l e v e l  t e a c h i n g ,  b u t  sh o u ld  be  l e f t  

t o  g r a d u a t e  s tu d y  a l o n e .

Though i t  do es  no t  f a l l  i n t o  t h e  c a t e g o r y  of  l i t e r a t u r e  

on t h e  p rob lem s  o f  t e a c h i n g  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy ,  a l e t t e r  

from P h i l i p  M ayerson , a u t h o r  o f  a c o l l e g e  t e x t b o o k  on c l a s 

s i c a l  m ytho logy ,  seems t o  s u p p o r t  L a v i n ' s  c o n t e n t i o n .  When 

a sk ed  i f  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  c l a s s i c a l  mythology  posed  s p e c i a l  

p ro b le m s ,  Mayerson r e p l i e d  i n  p a r t  t h a t  " C l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  

i s  h i g h l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d .  . . .  A t e a c h e r  s h o u l d  a v o id

^ "What Are t h e  P i t f a l l s  f o r  T each ing  S t y l e  Which t h e  
S tudy  o f  Myth Might P r e s e n t ? "  i n  The Uses o f  Myth: P a p e r s
R e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  Anglo-American  Sem inar  on t h e  T e a ch in g  of  
E n g l i s h  a t  Dar tm outh  C o l l e g e , New H a m p sh i re , 1966 , e d .  Pau l  
O lsen  (Champaign, I l l i n o i s :  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  o f  T e a c h e r s
o f  E n g l i s h ,  19 68 ) ,  pp. 3 6 -3 7 .

^ "The P o s i t i o n  P a p e r :  Some Meanings and Uses o f  Myth,"
in  The Uses o f  M yth : P a p e r s  R e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  Anglo-American
Seminar  on t h e  T e a c h in g  o f  E n g l i s h  a t  D ar tm outh  C o l l e g e ,
1 9 6 6 , ed .  Pau l  O lse n  (Champaign, I l l i n o i s :  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l
o f  T e a c h e r s  o f  E n g l i s h ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  p .  25.

L a v in ,  p. 25.
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i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  u n l e s s  he i s  w e l l  t r a i n e d  in  p sy c h o lo g y ,  o r  

a n th r o p o l o g y ,  o r  C l a s s i c s . " ®

1969 Survey

The o n ly  o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  on t h e  p ro b lem s  

o f  t e a c h i n g  c l a s s i c a l  m ythology  i s  t h a t  made by Lloyd J e f f r e y  

i n  h i s  s t u d y  on t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy .

J e f f r e y ' s  s t u d y ,  begun i n  1963, i n c l u d e d  a t e s t  o f  m y th o l o g i 

c a l  knowledge and a q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  T h is  i n s t r u m e n t  was g iv e n  

t o  one hundred  i n f o r m a n t s  i n  t h e  a r e a  in  o r  n e a r  N o r th  Texas  

S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  in  Denton ,  Texas .  The i n f o r m a n t s  were  a l l  

c o l l e g e  g r a d u a t e s  w i th  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  d e g r e e s :  

t h i r t y - n i n e  b a c h e l o r s  d e g r e e s ,  t h i r t y - s e v e n  m a s t e r s  d e g r e e s ,  

and t w e n t y - f o u r  d o c t o r a l  d e g r e e s .  Most o f  t h e  i n f o r m a n t s  

were  t e a c h i n g  E n g l i s h  o r  a f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e  a t  t h e  t im e  t h e  

i n s t r u m e n t  was a d m i n i s t e r e d .  The r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  a r e  

t o o  complex t o  be p r o p e r l y  summarized ,  and l a r g e  p o r t i o n s  o f  

t h e  s t u d y  have  no b e a r i n g  on t h i s  handbook. Some p a r t s ,  how

e v e r ,  have s p e c i a l  r e l e v a n c e  t o  t h i s  handbook.

One p a r t  o f  J e f f r e y ' s  s t u d y  t h a t  has  s p e c i a l  s i g n i f i 

can c e  f o r  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  t h a t  p o r t i o n  which a sk e d  i n f o r m a n t s  

who t a u g h t  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy  t o  d e s c r i b e  s p e c i a l  p ro b lem s  

i n  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y th o lo g y .  The a n sw ers  were

® L e t t e r  from P r o f e s s o r  P h i l i p  Mayerson, Depar tm ent  of  
C l a s s i c s ,  New York U n i v e r s i t y ,  Sep tem ber  19,  1974.
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grouped  a c c o r d i n g  t o  w h e th e r  t h e  i n f o r m a n t s  t a u g h t  i n  p u b l i c  

s c h o o l s  ( g r a d e s  tw e lv e  and b e lo w ) ,  in  t h e  f i r s t  two y e a r s  o f  

c o l l e g e ,  in  advanced  c o l l e g e  c l a s s e s  ( j u n i o r  o r  s e n i o r  

y e a r s ) ,  o r  in  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l .  The r e s u l t s  may be summarized 

a s  f o l l o w s :

The p u b l i c  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s  had q u i t e  a b i t  o f  t r o u b l e  in  

t e a c h i n g  s t u d e n t s  t o  p ron o un ce  m y t h o l o g i c a l  names.  T e a c h e r s  

o f  f i r s t  and second  y e a r  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  com p la ined  o f  t h e  

s t u d e n t s '  l a c k  o f  knowledge in  m y tho logy  and t h e i r  " d i s 

i n t e r e s t "  in  i t .  Advanced c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  found  m ytho logy  

" a r c h a i c ,  c h i l d i s h ,  and g r o t e s q u e . "  A lso ,  i t  was n o t e d  t h a t  

many o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  l a c k e d  t h e  b ackground  in  E n g l i s h  l i t e r a 

t u r e  which  p r o v i d e d  s o u r c e s  i n  which  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy  was 

t h e  b a s i s .  F i n a l l y ,  some t e a c h e r s  f e l t  t h e i r  own b a ck g ro u n d s  

were  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  s t r o n g  t o  e n a b l e  them t o  t e a c h  t h e  

t o p i c  p r o p e r l y .  T h i s  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  d i d  n o t  

r e p o r t  r e s p o n s e s  from g r a d u a t e  l e v e l  t e a c h e r s . ^

An a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e s e  r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e s  two t h i n g s .

F i r s t ,  i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y ,  t h e  p ro b lem s  o v e r l a p  t h e  a r e a s  

m e n t io n e d ,  so t h a t  w h i l e  p r o n u n c i a t i o n  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  more a 

p rob lem  a t  t h e  p r e - c o l l e g e  l e v e l ,  i t  may v e r y  w e l l  o p e r a t e  a s  

a  f a c t o r  which p r o d u c e s  t h e  " d i s i n t e r e s t "  in  t h e  f re shm an  and 

sophomore s t u d e n t .  L ik e w is e ,  t h e  f reshm an  and sophomore

^ J e f f r e y ,  pp.  317-18 .
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s t u d e n t ,  l i k e  h i s  j u n i o r  and s e n i o r  c o u n t e r p a r t ,  may f i n d  

myths  " c h i l d i s h . "  Second, t e a c h e r s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  w i l l  

r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e s e  p ro b le m s ,  e x c e p t  f o r  p r o n u n c i a t i o n ,  a r e  

s c a r c e l y  d i s t i n c t  from t h e  g e n e r a l  p rob lem s  which p la g u e  a l l  

t e a c h e r s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  Few t e a c h e r s  o f  B r i t i s h  l i t e r a t u r e  

have no t  had t o  d e fe n d  Beowulf a g a i n s t  c h a r g e s  o f  b e in g  a 

" g r o t e s q u e "  t a l e ,  P a r a d i s e  L os t  a s  " a r c h a i c , "  and t h e  works 

o f  S w i f t  and Lewis C a r r o l l  a s  b e in g  " c h i l d i s h . "

Survey  o f  I n s t r u c t o r s  i n  t h e  P u b l i c  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e s  o f  
Alabama

The p rob lem s r e v e a l e d  in  J e f f r e y ' s  s tu d y  s e r v e  as  a 

p o i n t  o f  com p ar iso n  to  s e v e r a l  s p e c i f i c  i t e m s  and t o  t h e  

c o n c l u s i o n s  r e a c h e d  in  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t u d y .  In an e f f o r t  

t o  examine t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m ythology  in  t h e  p u b l i c  

j u n i o r  c o l l e g e s  o f  Alabama, a q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was d e v i s e d  t o  

e l i c i t  i n f o r m a t i o n  from i n s t r u c t o r s  and d e p a r tm e n t  chairmen 

on t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  toward t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y th o l 

ogy,  t h e i r  s e l e c t i o n  of t e x t s  t h a + d e a l  w i th  c l a s s i c a l  

m y th o log y ,  and t h e i r  b ackgrounds  o r  p r e p a r a t i o n  in  c l a s s i c a l  

m y tho logy .  The q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was b a s e d ,  in  p a r t ,  on 

J e f f r e y ' s  p r e v i o u s l y  c i t e d  s tu d y .

The i n f o r m a t i o n  g a t h e r e d  i d e n t i f i e s  some o f  t h e  same 

p rob lem s  t h a t  J e f f r e y ' s  s t u d y  d i d ,  b u t  i t  a l s o  r e v e a l s  some 

p rob lem s  t h a t  a r e  p e c u l i a r  t o  the* i n s t r u c t o r s  i n  A labam a 's  

p u b l i c  c o l l e g e s .  The l a t t e r  p ro b lem s  s e r v e d  a s  g u i d e l i n e s
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i n  d e s i g n i n g  a s y l l a b u s  in  t h a t  th e y  i n d i c a t e d  c e r t a i n  b ro ad  

a r e a s  o r  c e r t a i n  s p e c i f i c  i t e m s  t h a t  seem t o  c a l l  f o r  empha

s i s  o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n .

In  A p r i l ,  1974, a  p a c k e t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  was s e n t  

t o  each  o f  t h e  cha i rm en  of  d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  E n g l i s h  a t  se v en 

t e e n  o f  A lab am a 's  p u b l i c  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e s .  A r e v i s e d  l i s t ,  

o b t a i n e d  l a t e r  from t h e  Alabama S t a t e  D epar tm en t  o f  Educa

t i o n ,  r e v e a l e d  two o t h e r  such  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and q u e s t i o n 

n a i r e s  were s e n t  to  t h e s e .  F o l lo w -u p  r e s p o n s e s  were s e n t  t o  

a l l  cha i rm en  who d id  n o t  r e s p o n d  w i t h i n  t h r e e  weeks .  A t o t a l  

o f  f o u r t e e n  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n  ch a i rm e n  r e p l i e d  t o  a l l  o f  t h e  

q u e s t i o n s .

The q u e s t i o n n a i r e  i n c l u d e d  two p a g e s  and  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  

ch a i rm an  of  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  o f  E n g l i s h  a t  e a c h  i n s t i t u t i o n  

( s e e  A p p e n d ic e s ) .  One page o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was com

p l e t e d  by b o th  t h e  cha i rm en  and  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r s  who t a u g h t  

i n t r o d u c t o r y  c o u r s e s .  The b r i e f  page  c o m p le ted  by t h e  c h a i r 

men was d e s i g n e d  to  e l i c i t  some g e n e r a l  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  such  a s  

t h e  number o f  t e a c h e r s  who t a u g h t  i n t r o d u c t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e  

c o u r s e s  and t h e  names o f  t e x t b o o k s  u s e d .

More germane t o  t h i s  handbook, however ,  were t h e  

r e s p o n s e s  of  t h e  cha i rm en  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  on t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  

o f  o f f e r i n g  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy  as  a  s e p a r a t e  c o u r s e .  T h i s  

s t u d y  i s  p r e d i c a t e d ,  i n  p a r t ,  on t h e  a s s u m p t io n ,  c o n f i rm e d  

by t h e  r e p l i e s  o f  t h e  c h a i rm e n ,  t h a t ,  i f  c l a s s i c a l  m ythology
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i s  t o  be o f f e r e d  on t h e  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e  l e v e l ,  i t  c a n n o t  be 

p r o p e r l y  o f f e r e d  a s  a s e p a r a t e  c o u r s e  b u t  must be t a u g h t  

e i t h e r  a s  a u n i t  in  a c o u r s e  o r  a s  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  e n c o u n t e r s  

d i s c r e t e  m y t h o l o g i c a l  a l l u s i o n s  i n  v a r i o u s  c o n t e x t s  in  t h e  

l i t e r a t u r e  he t e a c h e s .  The q u e s t i o n s  and a nsw ers  which 

f o l l o w  have been re -n u m b ered  t o  e x c l u d e  i n t r o d u c t o r y  q u e s 

t i o n s  which a sk  f o r  t h e  names o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  t h e i r  

a p p ro x im a te  e n r o l l m e n t s ,  and t h e  number o f  E n g l i s h  t e a c h e r s  

in  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  o f  E n g l i s h  a t  e ach  i n s t i t u t i o n .

1. What t e x t s  a r e  u se d  in  yo u r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  l i t e r a 

t u r e  c o u r s e s ?  A p p ro x im a te ly  tw e n ty - tw o  d i f f e r e n t  t e x t s  a r e  

u se d  in  c o u r s e s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e .  Some r e s p o n d e n t s  s im p ly  gave 

t h e  name o f  an a u t h o r  o f  s e v e r a l  t e x t s ,  making a f i r m  answer 

i m p o s s i b l e .  Only two r e l a t e d  t e x t b o o k s  a p p e a r  t o  be u s e d  by 

more t h a n  t h r e e  c o l l e g e s .  These  a r e  Sound and Sense  and 

S to r y  and S t r u c t u r e , b o th  by Lawrence P e r r i n e .  Such a m u l t i 

p l i c i t y  o f  t e x t b o o k s  a l t e r e d  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  c o n c e iv e d  d e s i g n  

f o r  t h e  p l a n  o f  t h e  s y l l a b u s  i n  C h a p te r  I I I  o f  t h i s  handbook.

I n f o r m a l  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  i n s t r u c t o r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p u b l i c  

j u n i o r  c o l l e g e  sy s te m  o f  Alabama had s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  f a r  few er  

t e x t s  were  u s e d  in  i n t r o d u c t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e s .  A t e n t a 

t i v e  p l a n  f o r  t h e  s y l l a b u s  c a l l e d  f o r  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  s p e c i f i c  

t e x t b o o k s  t h o u g h t  t o  be in  more w id e s p r e a d  u s e  t h a n  t h e  q u e s 

t i o n n a i r e  i n d i c a t e d .  Thus ,  t h e  s y l l a b u s  w i l l  n o t  be g e a r e d  

t o  s p e c i f i c  t e x t s ,  b u t  w i l l  have a b r o a d e r  d e s i g n .
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2. Do you f e e l  I t  would be f e a s i b l e  f o r  y ou r  c o l l e g e  t o  

o f f e r  a  s e p a r a t e  c o u r s e  In  c l a s s i c a l  (Greek and Roman) 

m ytho logy?  Nine (64.3%) o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  s a i d  no; f i v e  

(35.7%) s a i d  y e s .  Of t h o s e  r e p l y i n g  y e s ,  two i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

t h e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n  c u r r e n t l y  o f f e r s  such  a c o u r s e .  A no ther  

i n d i c a t e d  such  a c o u r s e  would be d e s i r a b l e  f o r  E n g l i s h  

m a j o r s .  Of t h o s e  r e p l y i n g  no, o n ly  one comment was r e c e i v e d ,  

and i t  was t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  such  an o f f e r i n g  would n o t  be 

f e a s i b l e  b e c a u s e  i t  would d u p l i c a t e  h i g h e r - l e v e l  o f f e r i n g s .

3. I f  f e a s i b i l i t y  were no b a r r i e r ,  would you l i k e  t o  

have your  c o l l e g e  o f f e r  c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  a s  a  s e p a r a t e  

c o u r s e ?  T h i r t e e n  o f  t h e  f o u r t e e n  r e s p o n d e n t s  (92.9%) i n d i 

c a t e d  t h a t  i f  f e a s i b i l i t y  were no b a r r i e r ,  t h e y  would l i k e  

t o  have t h e i r  c o l l e g e  o f f e r  a c o u r s e  in  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy .  

Thus ,  most  ch a i rm e n  i n d i c a t e d  th e y  a p p a r e n t l y  f e l t  t h e  need  

f o r  some i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy ,  b u t  were  a l s o  

q u i t e  aware t h a t  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e i r  c u r r i c u l u m  o f  a 

s e p a r a t e  c o u r s e  in  c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  m igh t  be j u s t i f i e d  

o n l y  w i t h  d i f f i c u l t y .

4 . Which b e s t  d e s c r i b e s  your  f e e l i n g s  to w a rd  t h e  i n c l u 

s i o n  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy  i n  f reshm an  and sophomore compo

s i t i o n  and i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e s ?  One (7.1%) 

i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i n c l u s i o n  o f  c l a s s i c a l  mythologjr  v/as e s s e n t i a l ;  

t e n  (71.4%) i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i t  was h i g h l y  d e s i r a b l e ,  and t h r e e  

(21.4%) f e l t  i t  was somewhat d e s i r a b l e .  None i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

i t  was n o t  d e s i r a b l e .
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5. O th e r  comments. The comments t e n d e d  t o  i l l u m i n a t e  

r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n s .  For exam ple ,  one 

r e s p o n d e n t  commented on t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  o f f e r i n g  c l a s s i c a l  

m ytho logy  as  a s e p a r a t e  c o u r s e :  " C o u rse s  in  c l a s s i c a l

l i t e r a t u r e  f a l l  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f  w o r ld  l i t e r a t u r e ,  and 

m igh t  be o f f e r e d  in  t h a t  c o n t e x t  p r o v i d e d  i t  were  t r a n s f e r 

a b l e  t o  h i g h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a s  a sophomore l e v e l  c o u r s e .  The 

S t a t e  Board o f  E d u c a t io n  r e s t r i c t s  t h e  l e v e l  o f  c o u r s e s  

o f f e r e d  a t  t h e  ju n io r / c o m m u n i ty  c o l l e g e  l e v e l  in  Alabama."

A no the r  r e p l y  t o  t h i s  same p rob lem  o f f e r e d  a  s u g g e s t i o n  

f o r  a p o s s i b l e  s o l u t i o n :  " S e v e r a l  a d u l t  s t u d e n t s  r e c e n t l y

e x p r e s s e d  an i n t e r e s t  i n  a m ythology  c o u r s e .  I t  seems t o  me 

t h a t  i f  such  a c o u r s e  i s  no t  ' f e a s i b l e '  i n  t h e  r e g u l a r  

' t r a n s f e r '  c u r r i c u l u m  f o r  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e s ,  i t  m ig h t  p ro v e  

h i g h l y  p o p u l a r  a s  a community s e r v i c e  c o u r s e  and t h u s  a t t r a c t  

s t u d e n t s  so d e a r  t o  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  i n  t h i s  t im e  

o f  d w in d l in g  e n r o l l m e n t s . "

Two f i n a l  comments i n d i c a t e  t h e  d i v e r g e n c e  o f  t h o u g h t  

to w ard  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy  in  i n t r o d u c t o r y  

l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e s :

"We d i d  s tu d y  E d i t h  H a m i l t o n ' s  Mythology in  f reshm an  

c o m p o s i t i o n .  However, t h i s  l a s t  y e a r  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  a g r e e d  

t o  d i s c o n t i n u e  t h e  s t u d y  b e c a u s e  we d i d  n o t  have s u f f i c i e n t  

t im e  f o r  c o m p o s i t i o n .  And i t  was c o m p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r 

i t y  o f  s t u d e n t s  d e s p e r a t e l y  n e ed e d .  . . . Most members o f
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t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  f e e l  t h a t  m y tho logy  s h o u ld  be t a u g h t  i n  a 

s e p a r a t e  c o u r s e  f o r  a l l  E n g l i s h  m a j o r s ,  and t h a t  such  a 

c o u r s e  s h o u ld  be r e q u i r e d . "

"The s tu d y  o f  mythology i s  e x t r e m e l y  v a l u a b l e  w i t h i n  

i t s e l f ,  and most  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  e n jo y  i t .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  

s tu d y  o f  mythology p r o v i d e s  an e x c e l l e n t  background  f o r  t h e  

su rv e y  c o u r s e s  i n  l i t e r a t u r e . "

We may summarize  t h e  c h a i r m e n ' s  r e p l i e s  by n o t i n g  t h a t  

w h i l e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  them f e e l  t h a t  t h e  s tu d y  o f  c l a s s i c a l  

m ytho logy  i s  h i g h l y  d e s i r a b l e ,  most  o f  them r e a l i z e  t h e  

d i f f i c u l t y  of  o f f e r i n g  such  a s e p a r a t e  c o u r s e  a t  t h e i r  i n s t i 

t u t i o n s .  More t o  t h e  p o i n t  of t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  u n i t  o f  t h i s  

handbook,  t h e  wide v a r i e t y  o f  t e x t s  u s e d  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a 

handbook on t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy  c a n n o t  be 

g e a r e d  t o  a  few commonly u se d  t e x t b o o k s ,  inasmuch a s  no 

s i n g l e  t e x t  o r  g ro u p  o f  t e x t s  i s  in  w ide  u s e  a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  

c o l l e g e s .  Thus,  w h i l e  a p o r t i o n  of  t h i s  handbook w i l l  

e v a l u a t e  books and a r t i c l e s  t h a t  might  be u se d  by t h e  

i n s t r u c t o r ,  n e i t h e r  t h e  s y l l a b u s  ( C h a p te r  I I I )  no r  t h e  whole 

handbook in  g e n e r a l  w i l l  seek  t o  be e s p e c i a l l y  a p p l i c a b l e  

f o r  u s e  w i t h  o n ly  a few s e l e c t e d  t e x t b o o k s .

The second p a r t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was one  which  was 

c o m p le te d  by i n s t r u c t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c h a i rm e n ,  who t a u g h t  

i n t r o d u c t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e  c l a s s e s .  T h i s  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was 

d e s i g n e d  t o  e l i c i t  from them some i d e a  o f  t h e i r  p r e p a r a t i o n
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in  c l a s s i c a l  m ythology  a s  e v id e n c e d  by t h e i r  h a v in g  s t u d i e d  

i t  i n  c o l l e g e  c o u r s e s .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  so u g h t  t o  

d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e i r  h a v in g  s t u d i e d  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy  in  

fo rm a l  c o l l e g e  c o u r s e s  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  to w a rd  t h e  

i n c l u s i o n  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  in  i n t r o d u c t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e  

o r  c o m p o s i t i o n  c o u r s e s .  F i n a l l y ,  s i n c e  c e r t a i n  q u e s t i o n s  o f  

t h i s  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  c l o s e l y  a p p ro x im a te  q u e s 

t i o n s  from J e f f r e y ' s  p r e v i o u s l y  m en t io n ed  s t u d y ,  s e v e r a l  

p a r a l l e l s  be tween t h e  Alabama i n s t r u c t o r s  and t h e  Texas  

i n f o r m a n t s  i n  J e f f r e y ' s  s t u d y  w i l l  be n o t e d .  R e p l i e s  i n  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  a r e  b a se d  on s i x t y - e i g h t  r e s p o n d e n t s  

in  Alabama p u b l i c  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e s .

1. Do you i n c l u d e  t h e  s y s t e m a t i c  t e a c h i n g  o f  c l a s s i c a l  

(Greek  and Roman) m y tho logy  a s  a p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u r s e s  you 

t e a c h  in  c o m p o s i t i o n  o r  i n t r o d u c t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e ?  T w en ty -n in e  

(42.6%) answ ered  y e s ;  t h i r t y - e i g h t  (55.9%) s a i d  no ,  and one 

(1.5%) d i d  n o t  r e p l y .  Some comments on t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  

i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  some i n s t r u c t o r s  who d i d  n o t  t e a c h  c l a s s i c a l  

m ytho logy  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  t a u g h t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  myths when 

t h e y  t h o u g h t  them n e c e s s a r y  t o  e x p l a i n  a  c e r t a i n  work o f  

l i t e r a t u r e .  P r e p a r a t i o n  in  c o l l e g e  c o u r s e s  i n  c l a s s i c a l  

m ythology  o r  t h e  l a c k  o f  i t  seems n o t  t o  have been a f a c t o r  

in  d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e th e r  one answered  y e s  o r  no t o  t h i s  q u e s 

t i o n ,  a s  o f  t h e  t h i r t y - e i g h t  r e s p o n d e n t s  who answ ered  no,
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n i n e t e e n  (50%) had t a k e n  fo rm al  c o l l e g e  s tu d y  o f  c l a s s i c a l  

m ythology  ( q u e s t i o n s  1 and 2 ) .

2. Have you e v e r  t a k e n  a c o u r s e  e x c l u s i v e l y  in  c l a s s i 

c a l  m ytho logy?  S e v e n te e n  (25.0%) s a i d  yes ;  f i f t y  (73.5%) 

answ ered  no ,  and one (1 .5%) d i d  n o t  r e p l y .

3. Have you e v e r  t a k e n  a c o u r s e  ( i n  f o l k l o r e ,  f o r  

i n s t a n c e )  in  which you made a s e r i o u s  s tu d y  o f  one o r  more 

c l a s s i c a l  myths?  T w e n t y - t h r e e  (30.0%) s a i d  y e s ;  f o r t y - f i v e  

(70.0%) answered  no .  I t  seems p o s s i b l e  t h a t  some o f  t h e  

t w e n t y - t h r e e  r e s p o n d e n t s  who answered  y e s  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h r e e  

were t h o s e  who had answ ered  y e s  t o  q u e s t i o n  two,  c o n s i d e r i n g  

t h e i r  c o u r s e  i n  c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  as  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e i r  

a f f i r m a t i v e  answer  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h r e e .  In  f a c t ,  e i g h t  (34.8%) 

o f  t h o s e  r e s p o n d i n g  y es  t o  q u e s t i o n  two a l s o  r e p l i e d  y e s  t o  

q u e s t i o n  t h r e e .  However, t h e r e  i s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e s e  

p e o p le  had  t a k e n  o t h e r  c o u r s e s ,  such  a s  f o l k l o r e  o r  w o r ld  

l i t e r a t u r e ,  i n  which t h e y  made a s e r i o u s  s tu d y  o f  one o r  

more c l a s s i c a l  m yths .  I t  may be more a c c u r a t e  t o  say  t h a t

o f  t h o s e  r e s p o n d i n g  y es  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  f i f t e e n  r e s p o n d e n t s  

have made a s e r i o u s  s t u d y  o f  one  o r  more c l a s s i c a l  myths in  

c o u r s e s  o t h e r  t h a n  a  c o u r s e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  in  c l a s s i c a l  

m y tho logy .

For  p u r p o s e s  o f  f u r t h e r  com par ison  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

r e m a in d e r  o f  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h i s  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  t h e  

t h i r t y - t w o  i n s t r u c t o r s  who r e s p o n d e d  a f f i r m a t i v e l y  t o  e i t h e r
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q u e s t i o n s  two o r  t h r e e  o r  t o  b o th  o f  them w i l l  be  d e s i g n a t e d  

a s  Group A, a l l  o f  them h a v in g  made some fo rm a l  s t u d y  a t  t h e  

c o l l e g e  l e v e l  on one  o r  more c l a s s i c a l  m y th s .  The r e m a in in g  

t h i r t y - s i x  r e s p o n d e n t s  (52.9% of  t h e  t o t a l  g ro u p )  i n d i c a t e d  

on q u e s t i o n s  two and t h r e e  t h a t  t h e y  had had no f o rm a l  

c o l l e g e  t r a i n i n g  i n  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy .  T h is  g ro u p  w i l l  be 

d e s i g n a t e d  a s  Group B.

4. Have you found  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  who e n t e r  y o u r  c l a s s e s  

w i t h  some knowledge o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy  a r e  b e t t e r  a b l e  

t o  u n d e r s t a n d  l i t e r a r y  a l l u s i o n s  t h a n  t h o s e  l a c k i n g  such  

knowledge?  S i x t y - s i x  (97.1%) s a i d  y e s ;  none answ ered  no, 

th o u g h  two r e s p o n d e n t s  (2.9%) d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e y  had encoun

t e r e d  no s t u d e n t s  who e n t e r e d  t h e i r  c l a s s e s  w i th  any knowl

edge o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy .  In r e s p o n s e  t o  a q u e s t i o n  o f  

s i m i l a r  i n t e n t ,  e i g h t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  i n  

J e f f r e y ' s  p r e v i o u s l y  m en t io n ed  s t u d y  made an a f f i r m a t i v e
O

r e p l y . °

Of t h e  t h i r t y - t w o  r e s p o n d e n t s  i n  Group A, a l l  r e s p o n d e d  

y e s .  Of t h e  t h i r t y - s i x  r e s p o n d e n t s  in  Group B, a l l  r e p l i e d  

y es  w i th  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  two r e s p o n d e n t s  who i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

t h e y  had found  no s t u d e n t s  who had e n t e r e d  t h e i r  c l a s s e s  w i th  

any knowledge o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y th o lo g y .

8 J e f f r e y ,  p .  313.
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5. Do you f e e l  t h a t  n o n - r e m e d la l  E n g l i s h  c o m p o s i t i o n  

c o u r s e s  o r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e s  sh o u ld  i n c l u d e  

some s y s t e m a t i c  a p p ro a c h  t o  t h e  c l a s s i c  m yths?  F o r t y - n i n e  

(72.1%) answered  y e s ;  s i x t e e n  (23.5%) s a i d  no; t h r e e  (4.4%) 

d i d  n o t  r e p l y .  T h e re  i s  some s l i g h t  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h o s e  

who answ ered  no t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  o b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  

m ythology  i n  c o u r s e s  t h a t  were p r i m a r i l y  c o m p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  n o t  

in  c o u r s e s  t h a t  n o r m a l ly  i n c l u d e d  more l i t e r a t u r e .  Fo r  

exam ple ,  one  r e s p o n d e n t  c r o s s e d  o u t  t h e  p h r a s e  " n o n - r e m e d ia l  

E n g l i s h  c o m p o s i t i o n  c o u r s e s "  and answ ered  y e s .  As a l a t e r  

lo o k  a t  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s '  comments w i l l  i n d i c a t e ,  many b e l i e v e  

a s t u d y  o f  m ytho logy  i s  v a l u a b l e ,  b u t  t h a t  i n  t h e  b a s i c  

c o u r s e s  i n  E n g l i s h  c o m p o s i t io n  o t h e r  t h i n g s  must  t a k e  

p r e c e d e n c e .

There  was l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  

by Group A and Group B. Of Group A, t w e n t y - t h r e e  (71.9%) 

f e l t  an i n t r o d u c t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e  o r  n o n - r e m e d ia l  c o m p o s i t i o n  

c o u r s e  sh o u ld  i n c l u d e  some s y s t e m a t i c  a p p ro a c h  t o  c l a s s i c a l  

m y th o log y .  Of Group B, t w e n t y - f i v e  (69.4%) a l s o  r e s p o n d e d  

a f f i r m a t i v e l y  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n .

6. Of what v a l u e  h as  your  knowledge o f  c l a s s i c a l  

m ytho logy  been i n  your  t e a c h i n g  o f  l i t e r a t u r e ?  F o r t y  (58.8%) 

r e p l i e d  much; t w e n t y - s i x  (38.2%) r e p l i e d  m o d e r a te ,  and two 

(2.9%) s a i d  s l i g h t .  In  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  somewhat s i m i l a r  

i n t e n t ,  J e f f r e y  a sk e d  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  t o  h i s  q u e s t i o n n a i r e
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t o  g iv e  an a f f i r m a t i v e  o r  n e g a t i v e  r e p l y  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  

w h e th e r  o r  n o t  t h e i r  knowledge o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy  had 

been " d i s t i n c t i v e l y  h e l p f u l "  in  t h e i r  s tu d y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  

S e v e n t y - e i g h t  p e r c e n t  o f  h i s  i n f o r m a n t s  r e p l i e d  i n  t h e  

a f f i r m a t i v e . ®

In  compar ing  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  J e f f r e y ' s  s t u d y  and t h e  

r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  Alabama q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  t h e  p rob lem  i s  a 

s e m a n t i c  one :  I f  o n e ' s  knowledge o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy  has

been o f  "m o d e ra te "  v a l u e  in  h i s  t e a c h i n g  o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  i s  

t h a t  t o  be c o n s t r u e d  a s  " d i s t i n c t i v e l y  h e l p f u l " ?  One answer 

i s  t h a t  t w e n t y - t h r e e  p e r c e n t  o f  J e f f r e y ' s  r e s p o n d e n t s  d i d  not  

f i n d  t h e i r  knowledge o f  c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  t o  be " d i s t i n c 

t i v e l y  h e l p f u l , "  w h i l e  i n  t h e  Alabama s tu d y  o n l y  a v e r y  few 

o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  knowledge o f  c l a s s i 

c a l  m y tho logy  had been o f  " s l i g h t "  v a l u e .

As m igh t  be e x p e c t e d ,  d i f f e r e n c e s  were found  in  t h e  

r e s p o n s e s  be tween Group A and Group B on t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  Of 

t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  o f  Group A, 65.6% r e p l i e d  much, 34.4% m oder

a t e ,  and 5.6% answ ered  s l i g h t .  One c an n o t  t e l l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

w h e th e r  t h o s e  w i t h  fo rm a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  mythology  (Group A) 

have more knowledge o f  m ytho logy  t h a n  Group B; t h e  r e s p o n s e s  

t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  th o u g h ,  seem t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  o n e ' s  f i n d 

in g  m ytho logy  u s e f u l  in  t e a c h i n g  i s  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  

e x p o s u r e  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t .  Whether t h i s  f i n d i n g  h a s  any

® J e f f r e y ,  p .  313.
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s p e c i a l  b e a r i n g  on a s t u d y  o f  m y tho logy  i s  a moot p o i n t ,  

s i n c e  common s e n s e  d i c t a t e s  t h a t  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  any s u b j e c t  

s h o u ld  i n c r e a s e  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  i t s  b e in g  found  u s e f u l .

7 . Of what im p o r ta n c e  i s  c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  in  t h e  

s t u d y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e ?  F o r t y - t h r e e  (63.2%) s a i d  much; 

t w e n t y - f o u r  (35.3%) s a i d  m o d e r a te ,  and one  (1 .5%) s a i d  

s l i g h t .  As in  most  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  r e s p o n s e s ,  t h e r e  was 

l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  t h e  a n sw ers  o f  Group A and Group B. 

Of Group A, 62.5% answ ered  much, i n  com p ar ison  t o  61.1% of  

Group B. Of Group A, 37.5% answered  m o d e ra te ,  36.1% o f  

Group B d i d  so t o o ;  and w h i l e  none o f  Group A answ ered  

s l i g h t ,  2.8% o f  Group B d i d .  T h i s  com par ison  o f  t h e  

r e s p o n s e s  o f  t h e  two g r o u p s  p r o v i d e s  an e x c e l l e n t  c o r r e c t i v e  

f o r  i m p r e s s io n s  t h a t  m ig h t  have d e v e lo p e d  from t h e  p r e v i o u s  

q u e s t i o n .  Whether  o r  n o t  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  s t u d i e d  c l a s s i c a l  

m y tho logy  in  a fo rm a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  most s t i l l  t h o u g h t  i t  was 

q u i t e  im p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .

8.  A p pro x im a te ly  what  p e r c e n t  o f  your  s t u d e n t s  e n t e r  

y o u r  c o m p o s i t i o n  o r  i n t r o d u c t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e  c l a s s e s  w i t h  a 

knowledge o f  a t  l e a s t  s i x  m a jo r  m yths  ( e .  g . ,  H om er 's  I l i a d  

o r  Odyssey;  V e r g i l ' s  A ene id ;  t h e  d e ed s  o f  H e r c u l e s  o r  

P ro m e th e u s ;  t h e  names and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  m ost  o f  t h e  

O ly m p ia n s )?  None o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  o v e r  f i f t y  

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  e n t e r e d  w i th  such  knowledge.  Six  

(8.8%) i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  be tw een  25-50% o f  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s
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e n t e r e d  t h e i r  c l a s s e s  so p r e p a r e d ;  and s i x t y - o n e  (89.7%) 

i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  l e s s  t h a n  25% o f  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  e n t e r e d  t h e i r  

c l a s s e s  w i t h  t h i s  background  o f  knowledge.

The r e s u l t s  compare q u i t e  c l o s e l y  w i t h  a s i m i l a r  q u e s 

t i o n  on J e f f r e y ' s  s u rv e y  which r e a d s  a s  f o l l o w s :

I f  you a r e  a  t e a c h e r ,  which o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
f i g u r e s  i s  n e a r e s t  t o  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  your  
s t u d e n t s  who have a p a s s a b l e  knowledge o f  c l a s s i 
c a l  m ytho logy  ( e . g . ,  can r e a d  P a r a d i s e  L o s t  w i t h 
o u t  b e in g  s e r i o u s l y  h a n d ic a p p e d  by M i l t o n ' s  u s e  
o f  m y t h o l o g i c a l  nam es) :  50%, 25% o r  10%?

J e f f r e y  n o t e s  t h a t  few er  t h a n  3% o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  

chose  t h e  maximum f i g u r e  (50%), and o v e r  84% c h o s e  t h e  m i n i 

mum f i g u r e  (10%), w i t h  s e v e r a l  r e s p o n d e n t s  w r i t i n g  " l e s s "  

a f t e r  t h e  10% f i g u r e . 10 Again ,  t h e r e  was no m a jo r  d i f f e r e n c e  

i n  a t t i t u d e  be tween  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  o f  Group A and Group B t o  

t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  S l i g h t l y  more o f  Group A r e s p o n d e n t s  t h a n  

Group B r e s p o n d e n t s  (9.4% v s .  8.3%) checked  t h e  25-50% 

answ er ;  t h e i r  a n sw ers  t o  " u nd er  25%" i n d i c a t e d  o n ly  a s l i g h t  

d i f f e r e n c e ,  w i t h  90.6% of  Group A c h e c k in g  t h i s  answer and 

88.8% o f  Group B d o in g  so .  Of t h e  Group B r e s p o n d e n t s ,  2.7% 

d i d  n o t  answer t h i s  q u e s t i o n .

9. What v a l u e  do you f e e l  you m igh t  d e r i v e  from a c a r e 

f u l l y  d e s i g n e d  s y l l a b u s  on t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y th o l 

ogy? T h i r t y - e i g h t  (55.9%) s a i d  much; t w e n ty - o n e  (30.9%) 

answ ered  m o d e r a te ,  and n i n e  (13.2%>) s a i d  s l i g h t .  T here  was

10 J e f f r e y ,  p.  313.
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a s u b s t a n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  o f  Group A and 

Group B t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  Of t h e  Group A r e s p o n d e n t s ,  63.8% 

r e p l i e d  m o d e ra te ,  w h i l e  40.6% of  Group B r e s p o n d e n t s  made t h e  

same answer;  and 13.8% o f  Group A r e p l i e d  s l i g h t ,  w h i l e  12.5% 

o f  Group B made t h i s  r e s p o n s e .

I f  you t e a c h  c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  in  your  c o u r s e s ,  p l e a s e  

n o t e  t h e  t e x t s  you u s e . ( P e r c e n t a g e s  shown a re  i n  t e r m s  o f  

s i x t y - e i g h t  r e s p o n d e n t s . )

1. H a m i l t o n ' s  M y th o lo g y , 39.7%

2. H om er 's  O d y s s e y , 17.6%

3. H om er 's  I l i a d , 13.2%

None o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h e y  had u s e d  H. J .  

R o s e ' s  A Handbook o f  Greek M ytho logy . Works used  by t h e  

r e s p o n d e n t s  i n c l u d e d  B u l f i n c h ' s  The Age o f  F a b l e , and 

V e r g i l ' s  A eneid .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  s e v e r a l  n o n - c l a s s i c a l  works 

were m e n t io n e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  D a n t e ' s  D iv in e  Comedy and t h e  E p ic  

o f  G i lg a m e s h . S e v e r a l  r e s p o n d e n t s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  u se d  

f i l m s ,  f i l m s t r i p s ,  r e c o r d s ,  and m a t e r i a l s  r e p r o d u c e d  from 

v a r i o u s  s o u r c e s  t o  su p p le m e n t  t h e i r  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

v a r i o u s  m yths .

I t  s h o u l d  be n o t e d  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  H a m i l t o n ' s  Mythology 

and Homer 's  I l i a d  and  Odyssey were r e p o r t e d  t o  be u s e d  w i t h  

some f r e q u e n c y ,  in  o n l y  a few c a s e s  d i d  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  

s p e c i f y  w h e th e r  t h e y  a s s i g n e d  t h e s e  works f o r  t h e  whole  c l a s s  

t o  s tu d y  o r  w h e th e r  t h e y  were  u se d  a s  r e f e r e n c e  w ork s .  In
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t h e  c a s e  o f  H a m i l t o n ' s  M ytho logy , s e v e r a l  s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  t h e y  

u se d  i t  a s  a  r e f e r e n c e  work r a t h e r  t h a n  as  an a s s i g n e d  t e x t .  

I t  was hoped t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  com ple ted  by t h e  d e p a r t 

ment cha i rm en  might s p e c i f y  t h e  t i t l e s  o f  c o l l a t e r a l  works 

u se d  by t h e  i n s t r u c t o r s .  T h i s  was,  however,  n o t  t h e  c a s e .  

Inasmuch t h e n  a s  one m igh t  i n f e r  t h a t  i n s t r u c t o r s  a r e  f r e e  

t o  sup p lem en t  t h e  b a s i c  t e x t s  w i th  works o f  t h e i r  own c h o o s 

in g ,  i t  c a n n o t  be a s c e r t a i n e d  w h e th e r  t h e  I l i a d , t h e  O d y s s e y , 

o r  Httffl-iTton’-s—Mythology a r e  u s e d  a s  a s s i g n e d  c l a s s r o o m  t e x t s ,  

as  r e f e r e n c e  g u i d e s ,  o r  some c o m b in a t io n  o f  b o t h .  In  an 

i n f o r m a l  comment t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  one  l i t e r a t u r e  t e a c h e r  

d i s c e r n e d  a p o s s i b l e  a m b ig u i ty  i n  t h e  use  o f  t h e  word " t e x t "  

in  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  t h e  I l i a d  and t h e  

Odyssey a r e  p r o p e r l y  poems r a t h e r  t h a n  t e x t s :  H a m i l t o n ' s

work i s  more c o r r e c t l y  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a " t e x t . "  And a s  t h i s  

t e a c h e r  f u r t h e r  n o t e d ,  th o u gh  one may i n f e r  some m y th o log y  

from t h e  poems,  t h e y  a r e  u n l i k e l y  s o u r c e s  f o r  a s y s t e m a t i c  

a p p ro a c h  t o  c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  w h i l e  t h e y  may 

f u n c t i o n  a s  " t e x t s , "  su c h  a  u s e  i s  o f  d u b io u s  v a l u e  in  t h e  

t e a c h i n g  o f  m y tho logy .

What t h e n  i s  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  su r v e y ?  S e v e r a l  

t h i n g s  a r e  r e v e a l e d ,  o t h e r s  s u g g e s t e d .  I n s t r u c t o r s  a r e  i n  

ag reem en t  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  e n t e r  

t h e i r  c l a s s e s  w i th  what i s  t o  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r s  an a p p a l l i n g  

l a c k  o f  knowledge o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e
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i n s t r u c t o r s  were in  n e a r l y  unamimous ag reem en t  t h a t  a  knowl

ed g e  o f  c l a s s i c a l  a l l u s i o n s  h e l p s  s t u d e n t s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  more 

f u l l y  l i t e r a r y  a l l u s i o n s .  N e a r ly  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d 

e n t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  s t u d y  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  i s  o f  

s i g n i f i c a n t  im p o r ta n c e  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  One 

m ig h t  t h i n k  t h a t  in  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h i s  e v id e n c e  more o f  t h e  

r e s p o n d e n t s  would make some s y s t e m a t i c  a p p ro a c h  t o  t h e  

t e a c h i n g  o f  c l a s s i c a l  mythology  i n  i n t r o d u c t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e  

o r  c o m p o s i t i o n  c o u r s e s .

Such i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e ,  however ,  w i th  l e s s  t h a n  h a l f  o f  

t h e  i n s t r u c t o r s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e y  t e a c h  c l a s s i c a l  m y th o l 

ogy s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  i n  t h e s e  c o u r s e s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  n e a r l y  a 

f o u r t h  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  f e l t  t h a t  a s y s t e m a t i c  a p p ro a ch  t o  

c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  sh o u ld  no t  be  i n c l u d e d  in  n o n - r e m e d ia l  

E n g l i s h  c o m p o s i t i o n  o r  i n t r o d u c t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e s .

In s p i t e  o f  t h e s e  a p p a r e n t l y  d i v e r g e n t  r e s p o n s e s ,  c e r 

t a i n  c o n c l u s i o n s  seem j u s t i f i e d .  F i r s t ,  w h e th e r  o r  no t  one 

h a s  fo rm a l  c o u r s e s  i n  c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  o r  h a s  s t u d i e d  

one o r  more myths s e r i o u s l y  in  c o l l e g e  seems t o  have l i t t l e  

im p a c t  on t h e  answ ers  g iv e n  in  t h i s  s u r v e y ,  w i t h  t h e  two 

e x c e p t i o n s  p r e v i o u s l y  n o t e d .

Those who have had e x p o su re  t o  c l a s s i c a l  m ythology  

(Group A) t e n d e d  t o  t h i n k  t o  a g r e a t e r  d e g r e e  t h a n  members 

o f  Group B t h a t  t h e i r  knowledge o f  c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  had 

b een  o f  b e n e f i t  t o  them i n  t h e i r  t e a c h i n g  ( Q u e s t io n  6 ) .
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A lso ,  t h i s  same group  p l a c e d  a n o t i c e a b l y  h i g h e r  v a l u e  on a 

s y l l a b u s  t o  h e lp  them i n  t h e i r  t e a c h i n g  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y th o l 

ogy ( Q u e s t io n  9 ) .  Even w i t h  t h e s e  two d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  

o p i n i o n ,  t h e  s u r v e y  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  in  A lab am a 's  

p u b l i c  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e s  were  i l l - p r e p a r e d  in  c l a s s i c a l  

m ytho logy ,  and t h a t  most i n s t r u c t o r s  e x p r e s s e d  a need f o r  a 

s y l l a b u s  t o  g u id e  them i n  t h e i r  a p p ro a c h  t o  m y tho logy .  These 

c o n c l u s i o n s  a r e  t h e  p r e m i s e s  o f  t h i s  handbook, and f u r t h e r  

c h a p t e r s  w i l l  en d eav o r  t o  p r e s e n t  m a t e r i a l  t o  make t h e  t e a c h 

in g  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy ,  deemed so w o r th w h i l e ,  somewhat 

e a s i e r .



Chapter III

SUGGESTED TEN-DAY SYLLABUS FOR ALABAMA 

PUBLIC JUNIOR COLLEGES

INTRODUCTION

Though a s y l l a b u s  c o u ld  a d d r e s s  i t s e l f  i n  much d e t a i l  

t o  s p e c i f i c  i t e m s  in  a few commonly u s e d  t e x t b o o k s ,  such  a 

p l a n  i s  n o t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y .  The q u e s t i o n n a i r e  f o r  

t h e  Alabama t e a c h e r s  r e v e a l e d  t h e  u s e  of  s u c h  a m u l t i p l i c i t y  

of books  t h a t  a l e s s  s p e c i f i c  a p p ro a c h  seems c a l l e d  f o r .

S in c e  many Alabama i n s t r u c t o r s  r e p o r t e d  u s i n g  H a m i l t o n ' s  

M ytho logy , i f  a t e x t  i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  g e n e r a l  c l a s s  r e a d i n g ,  

t h i s  one s h o u ld  be c o n s i d e r e d .

The s c o p e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  s y l l a b u s  

have been l i k e w i s e  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  s u r v e y .  

The r e s u l t s  o f  th e  s u rv e y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  v e r y  few o f  t h e  

s t u d e n t s  in  t h e  Alabama p u b l i c  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  

l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e s  w i t h  any s i g n i f i c a n t  back g ro un d  i n  c l a s s i 

c a l  m y tho lo g y .  T h is  sh o u ld  be kep t  i n  mind i f  t h e  whole 

s y l l a b u s  o r  p a r t s  o f  i t  seem somewhat e l e m e n t a r y .  F u r t h e r 

more,  s i n c e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  i n s t r u c t o r s  s u r v e y e d  (64.3%) 

f e l t  a  f u l l - t e r m  c o u r s e  i n  c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  would n o t  be 

f e a s i b l e ,  a l o n g e r  s y l l a b u s  d o e s  n o t  seem p r a c t i c a l .  A s h o r t
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s y l l a b u s  i s  a l s o  s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t e d  by t h e  e x i g e n c i e s  o f  t h e  

sys tem  u n d e r  which  c l a s s e s  a r e  d e v e lo p e d  and must  o p e r a t e .

A l l  p u b l i c  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e s  i n  Alabama a r e  g o ve rn e d  by 

t h e  S t a t e  Board o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  which r e g u l a t e s  b o th  t h e  number 

o f  h o u r s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  d e g r e e s  and a l s o  t h e  a r e a s  from which 

one must  choose  i n  work ing  f o r  a d e g re e  o r  i n  c e r t a i n  

p rog ram s.  A l l  p u b l i c  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e s  o p e r a t e  on t h e  q u a r t e r  

sy s tem ,  and t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  d e g r e e s  a r e  s t a t e d  i n  q u a r 

t e r  h o u r s .  The i n h e r e n t  l i m i t a t i o n s  t h u s  t e n d  t o  l i m i t  or  

r e s t r i c t  c o u r s e  o f f e r i n g s .  For  example ,  t h e  A s s o c i a t e  o f  

A r t s  d e g r e e ,  r e q u i r i n g  n i n e t y - s i x  q u a r t e r  h o u r s ,  a l l o w s  o n ly  

t w e n t y - f o u r  q u a r t e r  h o u r s  of  e l e c t i v e  c r e d i t  from which  t h e  

s t u d e n t  may c h o o s e . 11 Of t h e s e  t w e n t y - f o u r  h o u r s ,  many a r e  

t a k e n  by t h e  s t u d e n t  in  a r e a s  s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t e d  o r  r e q u i r e d  

by t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  a d v i s o r  f o r  p r o p o se d  f i e l d  o f  s t u d y .  Thus, 

an e l e c t i v e  c o u r s e ,  such  a s  c l a s s i c a l  m y th o log y ,  may t e n d  t o  

a t t r a c t  o n l y  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  who t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  c o u r s e  w i l l  

be one which can be t r a n s f e r r e d  w i th  e a s e  and which w i l l  f i t  

t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of  t h e i r  p r o s p e c t i v e  f i e l d s  of  

s t u d y .  With t h e s e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  in  mind,  i t  was t h o u g h t  t h a t  

t h e  s u g g e s t e d  s y l l a b u s ,  l i m i t e d  t o  t e n  d a y s ,  w i l l  b e t t e r  f i t  

t h e  n e e d s  o f  s t u d e n t s  and i n s t r u c t o r s .

11 P o l i c i e s  and P r o c e d u r e s  Manual G ove rn ing  Alabama 
J u n i o r  C o l l e g e s  (Montgomery, Alabama: S t a t e  Board o f  Educa
t i o n ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  28.  S upp lem en ts  a r e  p u b l i s h e d  a t  i r r e g u l a r  
i n t e r v a l s .
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In  d e c i d i n g  t o  t a i l o r  t h e  s y l l a b u s  t o  a  t e n - d a y  program, 

two t h i n g s  were t a k e n  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  F i r s t ,  i n s o f a r  a s  

a s t u d y  o f  t h e  c a t a l o g s  o f  Alabama p u b l i c  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e s  

i n d i c a t e s ,  a l l  i n t r o d u c t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e s  a r e  d e s ig n e d  

f o r  f i v e  q u a r t e r  h o u r s  c r e d i t ,  w i th  most  such  c o u r s e s  m e e t in g  

f i f t y  m in u t e s  d a i l y  f o r  f i v e  d a y s .  T h e re  a r e  v a r i a t i o n s ,  o f  

c o u r s e ,  such  a s  in  t h e  n i g h t  c o u r s e s ,  b u t  t h e  f i f t y - m i n u t e  

c l a s s ,  f i v e - d a y  week i s  t h e  r u l e .  The e x a c t  number o f  c l a s s  

d a y s  e ac h  q u a r t e r  v a r i e s  s l i g h t l y ,  b u t  a v e r a g e s  f i f t y  d ay s  

p e r  q u a r t e r .  Thus,  q u a r t e r - l e n g t h  c o u r s e s  a r e  commonly 

p l a n n e d  f o r  a f i f t y - d a y  s y l l a b u s .

Second,  a s  r e c o r d e d  in  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r ,  comments 

by s e v e r a l  r e s p o n d e n t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t ,  w h i l e  t h e y  f e l t  t h e  

s tu d y  o f  mytho logy  t o  be v a l u a b l e ,  o t h e r  more b a s i c  s t u d i e s  

s h o u ld  t a k e  p r e c e d e n c e .  Thus,  i t  was t h o u g h t  t h a t ,  a l t h o u g h  

a l o n g e r  s y l l a b u s  might  i d e a l l y  be more w o r th w h i l e ,  few 

i n s t r u c t o r s  c o u ld  d e v o te  more t h a n  two weeks o f  a  q u a r t e r  t o  

such  a s t u d y .  In  s e l e c t i n g  t e n  d ay s  a s  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  

s y l l a b u s ,  an a r b i t r a r y  d e c i s i o n  has  been  made, b u t  i t  i s  one 

d i c t a t e d  by p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t e a c h i n g  c l a s s i c a l  mythologv  

i n  i n t r o d u c t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e s .

In  d e s i g n i n g  t h e  s y l l a b u s ,  p r i m a r y  p ro b lem s  were t h o s e  

o f  s e l e c t i n g  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  t o  be p r e s e n t e d  and o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  

m a t e r i a l s  t h u s  s e l e c t e d .  In o r d e r  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  b e t t e r  t h e s e  

two t a s k s ,  s y l l a b i  o f  c l a s s e s  i n  c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  were
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s o l i c i t e d  by w r i t i n g  t h e  chairmen o f  t h e  f o u r  m a jo r  C l a s s i c a l  

A s s o c i a t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  These  cha i rm en  

were c o n t a c t e d  by l e t t e r s  which o u t l i n e d  b r i e f l y  t h e  n a t u r e  

o f  t h i s  s t u d y  and a l s o  r e q u e s t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  on i n n o v a t i v e  

program s i n  c l a s s i c a l  m ythology .  From s u g g e s t i o n s  made in 

t h e  r e p l i e s  t h u s  o b t a i n e d ,  o t h e r  p e o p le  w ere  w r i t t e n  and t h e  

same i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d .

N ex t ,  t h e  C e n te r  f o r  t h e  C o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  A n c ie n t  and 

Modern S t u d i e s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  M ich igan  was c o n t a c t e d .  

The C e n te r  d i s t r i b u t e s  each  month a N e w s l e t t e r  o f  i n t e r e s t  

t o  s c h o l a r s  o f  c l a s s i c a l  s t u d i e s .  In  a d d i t i o n  t o  announce

m en ts  o f  s c h o l a r l y  m e e t i n g s  t o  be h e l d ,  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  books 

and o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  o f  v a lu e  t o  s c h o l a r s ,  t h e  N e w s l e t t e r  

p u b l i s h e s  i t e m s  f o r  c l a s s i c a l  s c h o l a r s  s e e k i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  

on t o p i c s  i n  v a r i o u s  f i e l d s .  The e d i t o r  o f  t h e  N e w s l e t t e r  

was a sk ed  t o  i n s e r t  f o r  f u t u r e  p u b l i c a t i o n  a r e q u e s t  f o r  

s y l l a b i  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  J u n e ,  1974, 

i s s u e  o f  t h e  N e w s l e t t e r  c a r r i e d  th e  f o l l o w i n g  i tem :

C l a s s i c a l  Mythology

M ichae l  H. B e a s l e y ,  Dept , o f  E n g l i s h ,  Box 2400,  
M idd le  T e n n e s se e  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  M u r f r e e s b o r o ,  
T e n n e s se e  37130,  i s  com pi l ing  a  handbook f o r  t h e  
t e a c h i n g  o f  C l a s s i c a l  mythology i n  i n t r o d u c t o r y  
u n d e r g r a d u a t e  c o u r s e s  ( e s p e c i a l l y  t o  h e lp  
t e a c h e r s  w i t h  l i m i t e d  backgrounds  i n  t h e  s u b 
j e c t s ) ,  and would be g r a t e f u l  f o r  r e l e v a n t  m a te 
r i a l s :  c o u r s e  s y l l a b i ,  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s ,  e t c .  2

N e w s l e t t e r , 5 ,  4 ( Ju n e  1974),  11.
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The s y l l a b i  t h u s  o b t a i n e d  were o f  l i m i t e d  v a l u e .  They 

v a r i e d  from t h e  v e ry  d e t a i l e d  t o  t h e  somewhat s k e t c h y .  A l l  

were  d e s i g n e d ,  however, f o r  f u l l - t e r m  c o u r s e s  in  c l a s s i c a l  

m ytho logy  r a t h e r  t h a n  f o r  u n i t s  in  t h a t  s u b j e c t .  More h e l p 

f u l  in  t h e  t a s k  o f  d e s i g n i n g  t h e  s y l l a b u s  were  s e l e c t e d  books 

w hich ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  John  P e r a d o t t o ,  were  d e s i g n e d  f o r  t h e
1 q

t e a c h i n g  of  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  c o u r s e s  i n  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy .

The two t e x t s  which  P e r a d o t t o  c i t e s  a s  b e in g  d e s i g n e d

e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  f reshm an  and sophomore m ytho logy  c o u r s e s  a r e

P h i l i p  M a y e r s o n 's  C l a s s i c a l  Mythology i n  L i t e r a t u r e , A r t , and

M u s ic , and C l a s s i c a l  Mythology by Mark M orford  and R o b e r t  
1 5Lenardon .  I t  s h o u ld  be em phasized  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e s e  were 

d e s i g n e d  as  t e x t b o o k s  r a t h e r  t h a n  a s  r e f e r e n c e  w orks ,  t h e i r  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  m a t e r i a l  t e n d s  t o  f o l l o w  a fo rm a t  a c c e p t a b l e  

f o r  c l a s s  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  P e r a d o t t o  n o t e s  t h a t  b o th  o f  t h e s e  

t e x t s  a r e  more l o g i c a l l y  o r g a n i z e d  t h a n  a r e  o t h e r  books  which  

m igh t  be u se d  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  u n d e r g r a d u a t e s .

*i q
C l a s s i c a l  M y th o lo g y : An A n n o ta te d  B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l

Survey  (U rb an a ,  I l l i n o i s :  The American P h i l o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a 
t i o n ,  1973) ,  p p .  1 2 -1 3 .

C l a s s i c a l  Mythology in  L i t e r a t u r e , A r t , and Music 
( L e x i n g to n ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s :  Xerox C o l l e g e  P u b l i s h i n g  Co . ,
1971) .

1 S C l a s s i c a l  Mythology (New York: David  McKay C o . ,
1971) .

P e r a d o t t o ,  p .  13.
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However, M a y e r s o n 's  book p r o v i d e s  i n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  a 

r a t i o n a l e  f o r  h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  a p p l i e s  e s p e c i a l l y  w e l l  

t o  t h i s  u n i t  o f  t h e  handbook. C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

r a t i o n a l e  and p l a n  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  were  b a sed  i n  l a r g e  

m easure  on t h e  p l a n  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  Mayerson d i s c u s s e s  i n  

h i s  book:

The m y t h o l o g i c a l  m a t e r i a l  i t s e l f  i s  t r e a t e d  sy s te m 
a t i c a l l y :  c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y  ( i f  t h a t  word can be
a p p l i e d  t o  m y tho logy)  and g e n e a l o g i c a l l y .  I t  
b e g i n s  w i t h  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r i m a l  powers ,  
t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g ,  and t h e  s t r u g g l e s  f o r  power which 
u l t i m a t e l y  l e a d  t o  t h e  v i c t o r y  o f  Zeus and t h e  
O lym pians .  From heaven we go b e n e a t h  t h e  e a r t h  and 
examine t h e  t o p o g r a p h y  o f  t h e  Underw or ld  and t h e  
l o r e  o f  t h e  gods  o f  d e a t h ,  Hades and t h e  o t h e r s .
D ionysus  and Orpheus a r e  g iv e n  a s p e c i a l  p l a c e  o f
t h e i r  own s i n c e  th e y  b r i d g e  t h e  gap between heaven 
and e a r t h ,  be tween  l i f e  and d e a t h .  Having e x p lo r e d  
t h e  v a r i o u s  d i v i n e  r e g i o n s  and g iv e n  t h e  b i o g r a p h i e s  
o f  t h e  gods ,  we p i c k  up t h e  t a l e s  o f  t h e  " o l d e r "  
and "younger"  h e r o e s ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h o s e  who p r e c e d e d  
t h e  g r e a t  T r o j a n  War and t h o s e  who to o k  p a r t  i n  i t .
L ike  t h e  gods ,  t h e  h e r o e s  a r e  t r e a t e d  g e n e a l o g i 
c a l l y ,  house  by h ouse ,  o r  f a m i l y  by f a m i l y .  What
e v e r  l o g i c  t h e r e  may be i n  su ch  a t r e a t m e n t , 
p r a c t i c e  has  shown t h a t  i t  i s  an e f f e c t i v e  way o f  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a much t a n g l e d  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t a l e s . ^

Mayerson t h e n  c o n c l u d e s  by s t a t i n g  t h e  n e x t  two s e c t i o n s  

o f  h i s  book d e a l  w i t h  t h e  I l i a d , t h e  O d y s se y , and t h e  A e n e i d ,

r e s p e c t i v e l y . Based on M a y e r s o n ' s  l o g i c  o f  s t r u c t u r i n g  h i s

t e x t b o o k ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y -b y - d a y  s c h e d u l e  f o r  a t e n - d a y  

c o u r s e  i s  s u g g e s t e d :

n  Mayerson,  C l a s s i c a l  M y tho lo gy , p.  x .

Mayerson, C l a s s i c a l  M y tho lo g y , p. x .
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1. Myth, l eg e n d  ( s a g a ) ,  f o l k t a l e ;  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  m y th o l 

ogy;  t h e  a n c i e n t  Greek w or ld  (m aps) ;  m a jo r  w r i t e r s

2. C r e a t i o n  myths ;  P rom etheus

3. Olympians

4 .  The Greek Underworld

5. Demeter and D ionysus

6. Famous lo v e  s t o r i e s

7. Famous h e ro e s

8. The T r o ja n  War

9. The Odyssey

10. E xam ina t ion

A l th o ug h  t h e  m a jo r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  was d e r i v e d  

from M a y e r s o n 's  book, s e v e r a l  c h an g e s  were  made. F i r s t ,  

s i n c e  t h e  b a t t l e s  o f  Zeus and t h e  T i t a n s  a r e  o f  l e s s e r  con 

se q u e n c e  i n  su b s e q u e n t  m y tho logy ,  l i t t l e  c l a s s  t im e  n e ed  be 

s p e n t  on t h o s e  s t r u g g l e s .  Next ,  in  a d e p a r t u r e  from 

M a y e r s o n ' s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  D ion y su s ,  t h e  god o f  wine ,  w i l l  be 

p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  Demeter ,  g oddess  o f  t h e  h a r v e s t ,  inasmuch as  

b o t h  were  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e i t i e s ,  w id e ly  w o rs h ip p e d  t h r o u g h o u t  

a n c i e n t  G re ec e .  T h is  g ro u p in g  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  E d i t h  

H a m i l t o n ' s  M ytho logy , which  t r e a t s  t h e  two d e i t i e s  in  t h e  

same c h a p t e r .  F o l lo w in g  H a m i l t o n ' s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f u r t h e r ,  t h e  

s y l l a b u s  i n c o r p o r a t e s  s e v e r a l  w e l l -know n  lo v e  s t o r i e s ;  i n  

M a y e r s o n ' s  t e x t ,  l o v e  a f f a i r s  a r e  t r e a t e d  in  t h e  c h a p t e r s  

d e a l i n g  w i t h  s p e c i f i c  gods and g o d d e s s e s  r a t h e r  th a n  b e in g
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g ro u ped  t o g e t h e r  a s  i n  H a m i l t o n ' s  book. F i n a l l y ,  t h i s  

s y l l a b u s  o m i t s  a s tu d y  o f  V e r g i l ' s  Aeneid t o  which Mayerson 

d e v o t e s  a c h a p t e r .

O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t o p i c s  i s  b u t  a p a r t  o f  t h e  s o l u t i o n  t o  

t h e  prob lem  o f  t e a c h i n g  m ythology  in  an i n t r o d u c t o r y  l i t e r a 

t u r e  c o u r s e .  A p rob lem  of  even g r e a t e r  moment i s  t h a t  o f  

d e c i d i n g  how t h e  s e l e c t e d  t o p i c s  a r e  t o  be  communicated t o  

t h e  s t u d e n t .  For t h e  i n t r o d u c t o r y  m a t e r i a l  d e a l i n g  w i t h  

Greek  geo g rap h y  and t h e  c r e a t i o n ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  seem n e c e s s a r y  

t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  r e a d  H e s i o d ' s  acc o u n t  o f  t h e  T i tanom achy  

in  h i s  Works and D ay s , o r  even a  summary o f  t h e  c r e a t i o n .

T h i s  m a t e r i a l  may be e a s i l y  summarized and i l l u s t r a t e d  by 

t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  on maps and a c h a l k b o a r d .  But even though  

t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  of  m y t h o l o g i c a l  t a l e s  was once a  v e r b a l  a r t ,  

r e a d i n g  l e c t u r e s  each  day w i th  accompanying n o t e s  on t h e  

c h a l k b o a r d ,  o r  r e p r o d u c i n g  s e c t i o n s  from books on m ytho logy  

can be most u n w ie ld y .  A t e x t b o o k  seems t h e  b e s t  s o l u t i o n  

f o r  t h i s  p ro b lem ,  th o u g h  a f a r  f rom  p e r f e c t  s o l u t i o n .

As t h e  Alabama s u r v e y  i n d i c a t e d ,  E d i t h  H a m i l t o n ' s  

Mythology i s  t h e  most w ide ly  u s e d  t e x t  i n  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  

c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy ,  w i t h  t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Odyssey n e x t  

most f r e q u e n t .  F u r th e rm o re ,  H a m i l t o n ' s  work i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  

an i n e x p e n s i v e  p a p e r b a c k  e d i t i o n ,  making i t  r e a d i l y  a c c e s s i 

b l e  t o  s tuden ts . -^®  F o r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r

Mythology:  T im e le s s  T a l e s  o f  Gods and H eroes  (New
York: New American L i b r a r y ,  1 9 4 2 ) .  The c u r r e n t  p r i c e  i s
$ 1 .2 5 .
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e q u a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  o n e s ,  i t  i s  recommended t h a t  H a m i l t o n ' s

Mythology be t h e  t e x t b o o k  a s s i g n e d  a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  an

i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  c l a s s i c a l  m ythology  in  i n t r o d u c t o r y  l i t e r a -  
20t u r e  c o u r s e s .  I f  H a m i l t o n ' s  Mythology i s  u s e d  as  t h e

b a s i s  f o r  t h e  r e a d i n g ,  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  may w ish  t o  a s s i g n  t h e

f i r s t  f o u r  p a r t s ,  c o v e r i n g ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  t h e  d e i t i e s ,  t h e

c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r ld  and man, some e a r l y  h e r o e s ,  m yths  o f

l o v e  and a d v e n t u r e ,  m a jo r  p r e - T r o j a n  War h e r o e s ,  and t h e
21s t o r y  o f  t h e  T r o ja n  War and i t s  e f f e c t s .  T h i s  a s s ig n m e n t  

w i l l  p r o v i d e  an e x c e l l e n t  background  f o r  t h e  p ro p o s e d  t e n - d a y  

s y l l a b u s ,  and i t s  p a t t e r n  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o l l o w s  v e r y  

c l o s e l y  t h a t  o f  t h e  s y l l a b u s .

I f  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  f e e l s  t h a t  such  an a s s ig n m e n t  c o v e r s  

t o o  much m a t e r i a l  which  i s  n o t  d i r e c t l y  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  

p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  s y l l a b u s ,  he may i n s t e a d  w ish  t o  make o n ly  

s p e c i f i c  a s s i g n m e n t s  in  H am il ton  f o r  each  d a y ' s  work. To 

t h i s  end, e a c h  d a y ' s  s u g g e s t e d  l e s s o n  i n c l u d e s  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  

t h e  p a g e s  i n  H am il ton  which  b e s t  a p p ly  f o r  t h a t  d a y ' s  s t u d y .

FIRST DAY

In s e v e r a l  r e s p e c t s  t h e  f i r s t  day o f  t h e  u n i t  o f  c l a s s i 

c a l  m ytho logy  may p ro v e  t o  be t h e  most  demanding one t o  t e a c h

For  a r e v i e w  o f  H a m i l t o n ' s  Mythology and recommenda
t i o n s  f o r  i t s  u s e ,  s e e  C h a p te r  IV, pp. 77-79  o f  t h e  d i s s e r t a 
t i o n  .

^  H a m i l to n ,  pp .  1 -2 35 .
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s i n c e  s e v e r a l  i t e m s  must  be p r e s e n t e d .  The n a t u r e  o f  m y th o l 

ogy in  com par ison  w i th  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  s t o r i e s  s h o u ld  be 

e x p l a i n e d .  A lso ,  s i n c e  c l a s s i c a l  m y t h o l o g i c a l  s t o r i e s  

u s u a l l y  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  r e a l  a r e a s ,  t h e  m a jo r  a r e a s  o f  a n c i e n t  

Greece  sh o u ld  be p o i n t e d  o u t .  F i n a l l y ,  some m en t io n  sh o u ld  

p r o b a b l y  be made o f  Homer, H e s io d ,  and Ovid ,  t h e  t h r e e  

w r i t e r s  whose s t o r i e s  t h e  s t u d e n t  i s  most  l i k e l y  t o  have 

o c c a s i o n  t o  r e a d .

Myth, l e g e n d  ( s a g a ) ,  f o l k t a l e

One o f  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g s  t h a t  must  be e x p l a i n e d  i s  t h e

d i s t i n c t i o n  between m y t h o l o g i c a l  s t o r i e s ,  f a i r y  t a l e s ,  and

t a l e s  b a s e d  on a c t u a l  e v e n t s .  H a ro ld  0 .  J .  Brown e x p l a i n s

t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  among t h e s e  g e n r e s :

In common sp e e c h ,  when we say  t h a t  som eth ing  i s  a 
myth we mean— among o t h e r  t h i n g s — t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  
t r u e  in  a l i t e r a l  s e n s e .  In  e v e ry d ay  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  
we m igh t  a p p ly  t h e  word myth t o  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  
c o n c e p t s  ( e . g . ,  t h e  "myth o f  H o r a t i o  A l g e r , "  t h e  
"myth o f  American m i l i t a r y  i n v i n c i b i l i t y " ) ,  b u t  in  
a l l  c a s e s  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  what i s  m y t h i c a l  
c a n n o t  be t r u e  i n  a l i t e r a l  o r  h i s t o r i c a l  s e n s e .  
S c h o l a r s  in  l i t e r a t u r e  and  c o m p a r a t i v e  r e l i g i o n  
make a t e c h n i c a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  between myth on one 
hand and s a g a  o r  l eg e n d  on t h e  o t h e r .  Myth, d e a l 
in g  w i t h  t h e  g o d s ,  does  n o t  r e f e r  t o  h i s t o r i c a l  
p e r s o n s  and e v e n t s ;  t h e  s a g a  o r  l e g e n d ,  a l t h o u g h  
seldom s t r i c t l y  t r u e ,  d oes  r e f e r  t o  a c t u a l  h i s t o r i 
c a l  p e r s o n s  and e v e n t s .  In  Hom er 's  I l i a d , t h e  
a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  T r o ja n  War i s  l e g e n d a r y  ( t h e r e  was 
c e r t a i n l y  a t  l e a s t  one f o u g h t  be tween  t h e  G reeks  
and t h e  T r o j a n s ) ,  b u t  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  d i r e c t  
i n t e r v e n t i o n  by c e r t a i n  gods i n  t h e  b a t t l e s  
i n v o l v e  u n r e a l  p e r s o n s  ( t h e  gods)  and u n r e a l  i n c i 
d e n t s  ( t h e i r  i n t e r v e n t i o n )  and t h e r e f o r e  r e p r e s e n t  
m y t h i c a l  e l e m e n t s .  T h i s  example  a l s o  shows how
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myth d i f f e r s  from f a i r y  t a l e :  t h e  f a i r y  t a l e  h a s
a t im e  a l l  i t s  own, n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  o u r  h i s t o r i c a l  
t i m e  ("Once upon a t i m e  t h e r e  was a k i n g  . . 
b u t  t h e  myth has a  c o n t a c t  p o i n t  in  h i s t o r y .  
C r e a t i o n  myths d e s c r i b e  th e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  our  t im e ;  
t h e  Germanic Gotterdammerung myth d e s c r i b e s  i t s  
e nd .  A myth may be  t i e d  t o  a r e a l  p l a c e ,  as  t h e  
p ro g ram  f e s t i v a l  a t  E l e u s i s  i n  G reece ,  c e l e b r a t i n g  
t h e  m y t h i c a l  v i s i t  t h e r e  of  t h e  g o d d e ss  Demeter.  2

The n a t u r e  o f  mythology

A f t e r  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  among myth ,  l e g e n d ,  and f a i r y  

t a l e s  have been made, t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  f a c e s  p e rh a p s  two o f  

t h e  most  d i f f i c u l t  q u e s t i o n s  he m us t  d e a l  w i t h :  how myths

a r i s e  o r  e v o l v e ,  and w h a t  t h e y  mean. The l a t t e r  q u e s t i o n  i s  

by f a r  t h e  most  p e r p l e x i n g ,  and t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  who a t t e m p t s  

t o  e x p l a i n  what a myth "means" w r e s t l e s  w i t h  a t r u l y  P r o t e a n  

p ro b lem .  The famous t w e l v e  l a b o r s  o f  H e r c u l e s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  

a r e  s e e n  by some c r i t i c s  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  s i g n s  o f  t h e  

z o d i a c ,  and H ercu les  a  su n  d e i t y . 23 O th e r  c r i t i c s  s e e  

H e r c u l e s  a s  an e a r l y  C h r i s t  f i g u r e  who h a r r o w s  h e l l  and con

q u e r s  d e a t h . 24 I t  seems b e s t  t o  adm i t  t h a t  no one t h e o r y  

can p o s s i b l y  be used a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  e x p l a i n i n g  o r  a n a l y z i n g

22 "The B ib le  and M y th o lo g y ,"  C h r i s t i a n i t y  T oday ,
27 S e p tem b er  1974, p .  8 .

23 C h a r l e s  M i l l s  G a y le y ,  The C l a s s i c  Myths in  E n g l i s h
L i t e r a t u r e  and in Art  (New York: Ginn and C o . , 1939, p .  520.

24 M ichae l  G ran t ,  Myths of  t h e  G reeks  and Romans (New 
York: New American L i b r a r y ,  1 9 6 2 ) ,  p .  239.
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a l l  s t o r i e s  i n  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy .  As E d i t h  H a m i l to n  n o t e s ,  

however, t h e r e  i s  a m p le  w ar ran t  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  a g r e a t  many 

s t o r i e s  in  c l a s s i c a l  mythology a r e  e t i o l o g i c a l  ( e x p l a n a 

t o r y )  . 25

One t h e o r y  about  how myths a r i s e  i s  t h a t  i f  a  s i t u a t i o n  

o c c u r r e d  t h a t  could n o t  be e x p l a i n e d  by l o g i c a l  m e a n s ,  then 

a s t o r y  was f a b r i c a t e d  t o  e x p l a i n  i t .  L i g h t n i n g  a n d  thunder
n a

a r e  Z e u s ' s  t h u n d e r b o l t s .  Many myths, o f  c o u rse ,  a r e  not 

a p p a r e n t l y  r e l a t e d  s o  d i r e c t l y  t o  n a t u r a l  phenomena, and 

q u e s t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  o r i g i n  a re  m a t t e r s  o f  s c h o l a r l y  d i s p u t e .  

Though t h e  m a t t e r  a p p a r e n t l y  c a n n o t  be s e t t l e d ,  t h e  i n s t r u c 

t o r  who m ust  dea l  w i t h  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  may w i s h  to  r e a d  Jane

H a r r i s o n ' s  " I n t r o d u c t i o n "  in h e r  book Our Debt t o  Greece  and 
27Rome.

H a r r i s o n  no tes  t h a t  man u s e s  h i s  r e l i g i o n  to  e x p e l  e v i l  

and  t o  s e c u r e  good, a n d  th a t  t h e s e  two f u n c t i o n s  a r e  shared 

by a l l  r e l i g i o n s .  T u r n in g  t h e n  t o  the r e a s o n  fo r  mythology ,  

sh e  p o i n t s  o u t  th a t  s i n c e  man c a n n o t  im m e d ia te ly  h a v e  the 

o b j e c t s  he r e a c t s  t o  i n  r e l i g i o u s  r i t u a l s ,  h i s  mind  forms 

m e n ta l  p i c t u r e s  or im a g es ,  and t h a t  the  s h a r p n e s s  o f  

im a g e - f o r m in g  was o n e  o f  the c ro w n in g  a c h ie v e m e n t s  o f  the

^  H a m il to n ,  p.  19 .

G a y le y ,  pp. 431-32 .

H a r r i s o n ,  Our Debt t o  G re ec e  and Rome (New York: 
Cooper S q u a r e  P u b l i s h i n g  Co. ,  1 9 6 3 ) ,  p. x i i .
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G reeks .  " I n  G reek  m ytho logy ,  we have e n s h r i n e d  t h e  images

f a s h i o n e d  by t h e  most  g i f t e d  p e op le  t h e  w o r ld  h as  e v e r  s e e n ,

and t h e s e  images a r e  th e  outcome,  t h e  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h a t
28p e o p l e ' s  u n s a t i s f i e d  d e s i r e . "

The A n c ien t  Greek  World

S in c e  c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  abounds w i t h  s p e c i f i c  p l a c e

names, i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  f a m i l i a r i z e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i th  t h e

g e n e r a l  g e o g r a p h i c a l  l o c a t i o n s  of  t h e  Greek  c o a s t  l i n e  and

t h e  more i m p o r t a n t  i s l a n d s .  A s u i t a b l e  map f o r  t h i s  p u rp o se

i s  one e n t i t l e d  " M e d i t e r r a n e a n  Mythology and C l a s s i c a l
29L i t e r a t u r e . "  A much more v i v i d  c o n c e p t  o f  t h i s  a r e a  i s  

t o  be found  in  a s i m u l a t e d  p h o t o g r a p h i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in
O A

t h e  F r o n t i s p i e c e  o f  S i r  C. M. B ow ra 's  C l a s s i c a l  G r e e c e .

T h is  i l l u s t r a t i o n  g i v e s  t h e  i l l u s i o n  o f  d e p t h ,  and i t s  

e x c e p t i o n a l  c l a r i t y  l e n d s  i t s e l f  t o  p h o t o g r a p h i c  s l i d e  

r e p r o d u c t i o n .

R e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  map chosen  f o r  u s e ,  i t  i s  d e s i r a b l e  

t h a t  s t u d e n t s  g a i n  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  s e a  was a lw ay s  n ea rb y ;  

t h u s ,  many s t o r i e s  in  c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  have  r e f e r e n c e s

28 H a r r i s o n ,  p .  x i i .
29 " M e d i t e r r a n e a n  M ytho logy ,"  (C h ic a g o ,  I l l i n o i s :  

D e n o y ea r -G e p p e r t  #161361-14 ,  1968). S u g g e s t i o n  f o r  u s in g  
t h i s  map was f u r n i s h e d  by P r o f e s s o r  C h a r l e n e  F. Crawley ,  
N o r t h e a s t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  i n  h e r  l e t t e r  of 
A p r i l  10, 1974.

30 Bowra, Classical Greece (New York: Time, Inc.,
1965) .
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t o  t h e  s e a  o r  s e a p o r t s .  F re q u e n t  r e f e r e n c e s  a r e  made t o  t h e  

many sm a l l  i s l a n d s  in  t h e  Aegean Sea be tw een  C r e t e  and t h e  

m a in lan d  o f  G re e c e .  Of t h e  s e a ,  Bowra s a y s :  "The s e a ,  which

m igh t  have b ro k en  t h e  Greek sys tem  i n t o  s c a t t e r e d  and 

s e p a r a t e  f r a g m e n t s ,  h e l d  i t  t o g e t h e r  and gave i t  a  s p e c i a l  

u n i t y  i n  which f a r - s e v e r e d  com m uni t ies  k e p t  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  t h e  

homeland and f e l t  t h a t  i n  ev e ry  s e n s e  t h e y  s t i l l  b e lo n g e d  t o  

i t . " 31

Although some g e o g r a p h i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  i s  u s e f u l ,  n e a r l y  

e s s e n t i a l ,  on ly  t h o s e  s i t e s  of  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  s h o u ld  be 

p o i n t e d  o u t .  T hese  i n c l u d e  (b u t  a r e  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o )  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  p l a c e s :  A th e n s ,  S p a r t a ,  I t h a c a ,  P y l o s ,  t h e  S t r a i t s

o f  G i b r a l t a r ,  a nd  t h e  s i t e  o f  a n c i e n t  T ro y .  In a d d i t i o n ,  

Mycenae, T i r y n s ,  and C r e t e  a r e  t h e  s e t t i n g  o f  many m yths .

Major W r i t e r s

The f i r s t  s e s s i o n  sh o u ld  be c o n c lu d e d  by some m en t ion  

o f  m y th o lo g ic a l  w r i t e r s .  Al though  t o  om it  m en t io n  o f  e a r l y  

m y th o l o g i c a l  com posers  o t h e r  t h a n  Homer m igh t  a p p e a r  t o  be 

a  s l i g h t ,  in  s u c h  a b r i e f  u n i t  t h e r e  i s  t o o  l i t t l e  t im e  f o r  

ample m ent ion  o f  l a t e r  w r i t e r s .  I t  seems w i s e s t  t o  m en t ion  

s im p ly  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  o u r  knowledge o f  m ytho logy  i s  b a se d  on 

s t o r i e s  by q u i t e  a few w r i t e r s ,  a l l  o f  them owe a s u b s t a n t i a l  

d e b t  t o  Homer. R a th e r  t h a n  r e s t a t i n g  o b v io u s  f a c t s  abou t

q I
The Greek  E x p e r i e n c e  (New York: New American

L i b r a r y ,  1959) ,  p .  21.
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O v i d ' s  l i f e  and s t y l e  (and  a l s o  t h o s e  o f  o t h e r  w r i t e r s ) ,  t h e  

i n s t r u c t o r  may s im p ly  w ish  t o  w a i t  u n t i l  s t u d y i n g  a myth t o l d  

by Ovid,  su ch  a s  Pygm alion  and G a l a t e a ,  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  s t y l e  

o r  them es  o f  t h a t  w r i t e r .  H a m i l t o n ’s  " I n t r o d u c t i o n  to  

C l a s s i c a l  Mythology" p r o v i d e s  enough b ackground  m a t e r i a l  in  

t h i s  m a t t e r  so t h a t  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  may, i f  he w i s h e s ,  s im p ly
Q O

d i r e c t  h i s  s t u d e n t s  t o  t h i s  s o u r c e .

SECOND DAY

( H a m i l t o n ' s  M y tho lo g y , pp. 24 -25 ;  6 3 - 7 8 . )  S in c e  a s s i g n 

m en ts  f o r  t h e  r e m a in d e r  o f  t h e  u n i t  a r e  t o  be made in  Ham il 

t o n ' s  M y th o lo g y , t h e  m a jo r  t a s k  o f  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  i s  t h a t  of  

making t h e  m a t e r i a l  a s s i g n e d  i n t e r e s t i n g  and u n d e r s t a n d a b l e .  

T h i s  se co n d  day s h o u l d  be a l l o t t e d  t o  commentary on t h e  Greek 

i d e a  o f  c r e a t i o n  w i t h  p e r h a p s  some s l i g h t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  Cronus 

and U ra n u s ,  two e a r l y  b e i n g s ,  s c a r c e l y  a n th ro p o m o rp h iz e d .  I t  

i s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  more t im e  be s p e n t  i n  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  mean

i n g  o f  P ro m e th e u s  a s  a f i g u r e  in  l i t e r a t u r e .

C r e a t i o n  myths

S i n c e  a l l  m y t h o l o g i e s  have c r e a t i o n  m yths ,  t h e  i n s t r u c 

t o r  may b e g in  by com par ing  t h e  Greek s t o r y  o f  c r e a t i o n  w i t h  

t h a t  i n  G e n e s i s ,  though  he may w ish  t o  ju d g e  t h e  e x p e d ie n c y  

o f  such  a c o u r s e  by t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c l a s s .  C om par isons

H a m il to n ,  pp. 13 -23 .
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su c h  a s  t h e s e  may to o  e a s i l y  become f r u i t l e s s  i f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  

become e m b r o i le d  in  a d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  s a n c t i t y  o f  t h e  s c r i p 

t u r e s  .

Of t h e  p r im e v a l  f i g u r e s  U ranus  and Cronus,  t h e r e  i s  

l i t t l e  t o  be s a i d .  On t h e  g r o t e s q u e  s t o r y  o f  Cronus sw al low 

in g  h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  P h i l i p  Mayerson p r o v i d e s  some i n t e r e s t i n g  

i n f o r m a t i o n  on c r i t i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  One i d e a  i s  t h a t  

o f  t h e  common f o l k l o r e  m o t i f  o f  a  f a t h e r  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  r i d  

h i m s e l f  o f  a son who may o v e r th r o w  h i s  r u l e .  Ano ther  i d e a  

p u t  f o r t h  by some s c h o l a r s  i s  t h a t  t h e  myth may be h i s t o r i c a l ,  

d e p i c t i n g  t h e  a s s i m i l a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o rs h ip  o f  Zeus ,  an 

In d o -E u ro pean  sky god, w i th  t h e  w o rsh ip  o f  an o l d e r  C r e ta n  

v e g e t a t i o n  d e i t y . ^3

Prom etheus

Of t h e  T i t a n s  who s u r v i v e  Z e u s ' s  b a t t l e ,  o n ly  one,  

P ro m e th e u s ,  i s  o f  any m a jo r  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  The T i t a n  A t l a s  

who s u p p o r t s  t h e  w or ld  on h i s  s h o u l d e r s  t y p i f i e s  m ass iv e  

s t r e n g t h  a t  t h e  e x p en se  o f  i n t e l l e c t ,  and he i s  a comic 

f i g u r e  o f  d u l l n e s s ,  r a n k i n g  even below H e r c u le s  i n  i n t e l l i 

g en ce .  A t l a s  i s  m atched  in  d u l l n e s s  o n ly  by E p im e th e u s ,  t h e  

b r o t h e r  o f  P ro m e theus ,  o f t e n  d e p i c t e d  a s  t h e  husband o f  

P a nd o ra .

q q Mayerson, Classical Mythology, p. 37.
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But among t h e s e  w i t l e s s  p i l l a r s  o f  s t r e n g t h  i s  Prome

t h e u s ,  t h e  T i t a n  who d a re d  Z e u s ' s  w r a th  t o  b e f r i e n d  mankind. 

P ro m e theus  i s  an e x em p la r  o f  t h e  r e b e l  a g a i n s t  i n j u s t i c e s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  d i v i n e  i n j u s t i c e  o r  i n j u s t i c e  o f  anyone in  

a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  a n o t h e r .  The most  s u c c i n c t  summary o f  h i s  

a p p e a l  i s  s t a t e d  by David Grene and R ic h a rd  L a t t i m o r e :  

"P ro m e th e u s  i s ,  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  t h e  symbol o f  t h e  r e b e l  a g a i n s t  

t h e  t y r a n t  who h as  o v e r th ro w n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r u l e  o f  J u s t i c e  

and Law. He i s  t h e  symbol o f  knowledge a g a i n s t  F o r c e .  He 

i s  s y m b o l i c a l l y  t h e  champion o f  man, r a i s i n g  him, t h r o u g h  t h e  

g i f t  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  a g a i n s t  t h e  w o r ld ,  t h e  d e s t r o y e r  o f  

man. F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  i s  a l e v e l  a t  which  P ro m e th eu s  i s
O  A

s y m b o l i c a l l y  Man a s  opposed  t o  God."

The s t o r y  o f  Prom etheus  t r i c k i n g  Zeus i n t o  a c c e p t i n g  

bon es  and f a t  in  s a c r i f i c e s  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  l e a n  meat i s  an 

e x c e l l e n t  example o f  a p o s s i b l e  e t i o l o g i c a l  ( e x p l a n a t o r y )  

myth— t h a t  o f  why t h e  a n c i e n t  Greeks  r e s e r v e d  t h e  e d i b l e  

p a r t s  o f  s a c r i f i c e s  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s — and a l s o  an e x c e l l e n t  

i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  o f  Greek m y tho logy .  S in c e  

Zeus i s  r e g a r d e d  a s  b e in g  o m n i s c i e n t , d e c e i v i n g  him i s  l o g i 

c a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e ,  y e t  P ro m e theus  t r i c k s  him i n t o  s e t t i n g  an 

Olympian p r e c e d e n t  o f  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  b o n e s  and f a t  o f  a n im a ls  

s l a i n  f o r  s a c r i f i c e s .

0 4
The Complete  Greek T r a g e d i e s : A e sc h y lu s  (C h icag o :

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Chicago  P r e s s ,  19 59 ) ,  I ,  306.
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Though P ro m e th e u s  i s  a m a g n i f i c e n t  f i g u r e  in  t h e  dramas 

of  A e s c h y lu s  and S h e l l e y ,  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e s e  p l a y s  may be o f  

s l i g h t  v a l u e ,  inasm uch  a s  t h e s e  two works a r e  r a r e l y  s t u d i e d  

in  h i g h  s c h o o l .  I t  i s  b e t t e r  t o  im press  on t h e  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  

th e  f i g u r e  o f  P ro m e theus  was drawn upon by such  d i v e r s e  

w r i t e r s  a s  M i l to n ,  S h e l l e y ,  and Hardy,  t o  m en t ion  o n l y  t h r e e ;  

and t h a t  t h e i r  f u t u r e  s t u d i e s  i n  l i t e r a t u r e  w i l l  r e v e a l  j u s t  

how d e e p l y  t h i s  myth i s  i n g r a i n e d  in  l i t e r a t u r e .

THIRD DAY

( H a m i l t o n ' s  Mythology,  p p .  2 4 - 3 5 . )  T h i s  d a y ' s  l e s s o n  

sh o u ld  be  d e v o te d  t o  a  s tu d y  o f  t h e  m a jo r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

of  t h e  Olympian d e i t i e s .  The i n s t r u c t o r  s h o u ld  e x p l a i n  t h a t  

a l t h o u g h  tw e lv e  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  " c a n o n i c a l "  number o f  m ajo r  

Greek d e i t i e s ,  t h e r e  i s  s u b s t a n t i a l  d i s a g r e e m e n t  among 

s c h o l a r s  a s  t o  t h e  d e i t i e s  i n c l u d e d  in  t h i s  number.

Olympians

M orfo rd  and L enardon  s t a t e  t h a t  a f t e r  Zeus assumed 

power, t h e r e  came t o  be f o u r t e e n  major  d e i t i e s  in  Olympus: 

Zeus,  Hades ,  Jjlera, P o s e i d o n ,  H e s t i a ,  H e p h a e s tu s ,  A r e s ,

A p o l lo ,  A r te m is ,  D em eter ,  A p h r o d i t e ,  A thena ,  Hermes,  and 

D io n y su s .  Hades and  H e s t i a ,  however ,  a r e  som etim es  o m i t t e d  

from t h i s  c i r c l e ,  making  a more commonly a c c e p t e d  number o f
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tw e lv e .  But a n o t h e r  c l a s s i c a l  s c h o l a r ,  E d i t h  H a m il to n ,  

s t a t e s  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  were  tw e lv e  Olympians ,  Demeter  and 

D ionysus  a r e  no t  among them, w h i l e  Hades and H e s t i a  a r e  con-
Off

s i d e r e d  among t h e i r  number. Once s t u d e n t s  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  

v a r i a n c e  i n  t h e  number o f  Olympians,  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  sh o u ld  

d i s t i n g u i s h  between t h e  Greek and Roman names f o r  t h e  same 

gods .  S t u d e n t s  who b r i n g  w i t h  them a knowledge o f  c l a s s i c a l  

mythology from h ig h  s c h o o l  a r e  o f t e n  more f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  

Roman names o f  t h e  d e i t i e s .

Once t h e  number and names o f  t h e  Olympians have  been

e x p l a i n e d ,  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  sh o u ld  g e n e r a l i z e  about  t h e  n a t u r e

o f  t h e s e  d e i t i e s .  M orford  and Lenardon ad m i t  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y

o f  such a g e n e r a l i z a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e i r  b r i e f  s y n t h e s i s  o f

a t t r i b u t e s  seems t o  c o v e r  most  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  t h e  O lym pians ,

though  n o t  o f  t h e  l e s s e r  d i v i n i t i e s :

In g e n e r a l  t h e  gods  a r e  more v e r s a t i l e  and more 
p o w e r fu l  th a n  men. They a r e  a b le  t o  move w i th  
amazing speed  and d e x t e r i t y ,  a p p ea r  and  d i s a p p e a r  
in  a moment, and change  t h e i r  shape  a t  w i l l ,  
assum ing  v a r i o u s  fo rm s,  human, a n im a l ,  and d i v i n e .
T h e i r  powers a r e  f a r  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  m o r t a l s ,  
bu t  t h e y  a r e  u s u a l l y  n o t  o m n ip o te n t ,  e x c e p t  p o s s i b l y  
Zeus h i m s e l f .  Yet even Zeus may be made s u b j e c t  t o  
F a te  o r  t h e  F a t e s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  c o n c e p t i o n  i s  by no 
means a lways c l e a r  o r  c o n s i s t e n t .  T h e i r  knowledge,  
t o o ,  i s  superhuman,  b u t  on o c c a s io n  l i m i t e d .
Om nisc ience  i s  most  o f t e n  r e s e r v e d  a s  a  s p e c i a l  
p r e r o g a t i v e  o f  Zeus and A p o l lo ,  who communicate  
t h e i r  knowledge o f  t h e  f u t u r e  t o  men. Most i m p o r t a n t

M orford  and L ena rd on ,  p . 54.

H am il to n ,  p .  25.
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o f  a l l ,  t h e  gods  a r e  im m o r ta l ,  and t h i s  i s  p e r h a p s  
t h e  one  most c o n s i s t e n t  d i v i n e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  t h a t  
in  t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  them from 
m o r t a l s .37

Once t h e s e  g e n e r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  th e  

r em a in d e r  o f  th e  h o u r  may be s p e n t  f r u i t f u l l y  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  

t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  which d e l i n e a t e  one  d e i t y  from a n o t h e r — 

A res '  a n g e r ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i s  a lm ost  nev e r  a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

o f  A p o l lo  o r  Athena,  b u t  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  found in  s t o r i e s  of 

H e r a .

I t  may be t e m p t i n g  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  d e i t i e s  a s  compara

b l e  t o  s t a t e s  o f  m ind — A p h r o d i t e  f o r  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  e n d e a r 

ment; A thena  f o r  wisdom; A res  f o r  a n g e r —b u t  t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  

i s  much l e s s  f a c i l e  when a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  d e i t i e s  such  as  

H e p h a e s tu s  o r  Hera.  I t  seems p r o p e r  t o  m en t ion  t h a t  a t  t im es  

c e r t a i n  gods  may h a v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  seem t o  sy m b o l iz e  

e m o t io n a l  s t a t e s ,  b u t  m y t h o l o g i c a l  s t o r i e s  c a n n o t  be a n a ly z e d  

w i th  t h i s  id e a  as  a  b a s i s .

FOURTH DAY

( H a m i l t o n ' s  M y th o lo g y , p p .  3 9 - 4 0 . )  Though i t  m ig h t  seem 

more l o g i c a l  t o  d i s c u s s  n e x t  D ionysus  and Demeter ,  two 

" e a r t h  g o d s , "  t h e  s t o r y  o f  D e m e t e r ' s  d a u g h te r  P e r s e p h o n e  can 

b e s t  be u n d e r s t o o d  i f  th e  s t u d e n t  h a s  a p r i o r  knowledge  of  

th e  Greek  Underworld .

37 Morford and L enardon ,  pp. 68 -6 9 .
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T h e  Greek Underworld

I t  m ig h t  be b e s t  t o  p r e f a c e  t h i s  s e s s i o n ' s  d i s c u s s i o n

b y  e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  G re e k  mythology i s  no t  c l e a r  i n  i t s
38d e p i c t i o n  o f  the  a f t e r l i f e .  N ex t ,  i t  seems i m p o r t a n t  t o  

n o t e  th a t  t h e  U nderworld  i s  n o t  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  

c o n c e p t  o f  h e l l ,  s i n c e  Hades ( t h e  U nderw or ld )  was t h e  f i n a l  

a b o d e  of a l l  m o r t a l s ,  whe ther  o r  n o t  t h e y  had l i v e d  v i r t u o u s  

1 i v e s .

I t  may be i n s t r u c t i v e  t o  i d e n t i f y  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  more 

f a m o u s  s i n n e r s  in T a r t a r u s  ( t h e  low erm os t  p a r t  o f  H ad es ) :  

T a n t a l u s ,  I x i o n ,  and  S i s y p h u s ,  f o r  exam ple .  These  s i n n e r s ,  

i t  should b e  no ted ,  a r e  t h e r e  f o r  t h e i r  o f f e n s e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  

g o d s ,  not a g a i n s t  m o r t a l s .  Greek m ytho logy  i s  l a r g e l y  s i l e n t  

o n  the  i s s u e  of m o r t a l s  b e in g  p u n i s h e d  f o r  wrongdoing  a g a i n s t  

m o r t a l s ,  u n l e s s  a s o c i a l  i s s u e  i s  i n v o l v e d .  An example o f  

t h e  l a t t e r  c a t e g o r y  i s  th e  Danaans ,  s i s t e r s  s e n t e n c e d  t o  h a u l  

w a t e r  e n d l e s s l y  in  l e a k y  j a r s  a s  p u n ish m en t  f o r  t h e i r  s l a y i n g  

o f  t h e i r  husbands  on  t h e i r  wedding n i g h t .  Inasmuch as  

m a r r i a g e  a n d  the  f a m i l y  had t h e  s a n c t i o n  o f  t h e  gods ,  t h i s  

o f f e n s e  a g a i n s t  m o r t a l s  p roved  to o  h e in o u s  f o r  even  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  Olympian d i s r e g a r d  o f  m o r t a l  s u f f e r i n g .

OO
H am il to n ,  p .  39.  Ham il ton  n o t e s  t h a t  V e r g i l ' s  

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  U nderw or ld  in  t h e  Aeneid  i s  more s p e c i f i c  
t h a n  any d e s c r i p t i o n  found in  Homer.
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The i n s t r u c t o r  s h o u l d  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  Greek c o n c e p t  

o f  t h e  a f t e r l i f e  may w e l l  have i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  way one l i v e d ,  

and t h u s  i t  a c c o u n t s ,  t o  some e x t e n t ,  f o r  what may seem t o  

modern r e a d e r s ,  t o o  much r e c k l e s s n e s s  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  

h e r o e s ,  su c h  a s  A c h i l l e s ,  H e c to r ,  o r  O dysseus .  O n e ' s  r ew ard  

was p r e d i c a t e d  on h i s  b e in g  an exem pla r  o f  t h e  h e r o i c  code 

which demanded p r o d i g i o u s  f e a t s  o f  v a l o r  t e m p e re d  w i t h  

u n s e l f i s h n e s s .  Though one  deemed a hero  o f  t h e  w o r th  o f  an 

A c h i l l e s  o r  a  H e c to r  r e c e i v e d  somewhat p r e f e r e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t  

by b e in g  a l l o w e d  t o  d w e l l  i n  E l y s i a n  F i e l d s ,  a  more c h e e r f u l  

p a r t  o f  Hades ,  h i s  r e a l  rew ard  was s im p ly  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  

minds o f  g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  come.

In  g e n e r a l ,  l i f e  in  Hades was f a r  l e s s  p r e f e r a b l e  t o

l i f e  on e a r t h ,  even i f  one were a l lo w e d  t o  l i v e  in  E l y s i a n

F i e l d s .  P e r h a p s  t h e  c l e a r e s t  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h i s  i s  i n

Homer 's  O d y s se y . Odysseus  makes a  t r i p  t o  Hades t o  r e c e i v e

f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  h i s  t r i p  home from t h e  T r o j a n  War.

While  in  Hades he r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  sh a d e s  o f  s e v e r a l  p e o p l e  he

knows, among them A c h i l l e s ,  t h e  most famous w a r r i o r  o f  t h e

T r o ja n  War who s a y s :

Noble  O dy sseu s ,  do n o t  commend d e a t h  t o  me.
I would r a t h e r  s e r v e  on t h e  l a n d  o f  a n o t h e r  man 
Who had no p o r t i o n  and n o t  a g r e a t  l i v e l i h o o d  
Than t o  r u l e  o v e r  a l l  o f  t h e  s h a d e s  o f  t h o s e  

who a r e  dead  ( X I . 4 8 8 - 9 1 ) . ^ 9

«3Q
Homer: The O d y s se y , t r a n s .  A l b e r t  Cook (New York:

W. W. Nor ton  and C o . ,  I n c . ,  1974) .
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FIFTH DAY

S in c e  t h e  kingdom o f  Hades has  been  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  

p r e v i o u s  day, t h i s  s e s s i o n ' s  s t u d y  o f  t h e  two " e a r t h  gods"  

w i l l  l i n k  r a t h e r  n a t u r a l l y  t h e  Olympian d e i t i e s  and Hades ,  

t h e  r u l e r  o f  t h e  u n d e rw o r ld .

Demeter  and D ionysus

The i n s t r u c t o r  may b e g in  w i t h  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  e i t h e r  t h e  

myth o f  Demeter and t h e  a b d u c t io n  o f  h e r  d a u g h te r  P e r se p h o n e  

by Hades ,  o r  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  myths s u r r o u n d i n g  D io ny su s .  

In  any e v e n t ,  t h e  i d e a  o f  s p i r i t u a l  r e s u r r e c t i o n  b e in g  

a n a lo g o u s  to  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  g r a i n  ( f rom  s e e d s )  and o f  

t h e  v i n e s  in  t h e  s p r i n g  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  s u g g e s t  i t s e l f  r a t h e r  

n a t u r a l l y .  M ichae l  Gran t  comments on t h i s  i d e a  in  r e l a t i o n  

t o  D em eter ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  " t h e  t a l e  o f  Demeter and P e r s e p h o n e ,  

p e r h a p s  more t h a n  any o t h e r  myth,  h a s  embodied and d i r e c t e d  

m an 's  a c c u m u la te d  t h o u g h t s  a b o u t  b e in g  born  and d y in g .  I t  

a n t i c i p a t e s  b o th  E a s t e r  ( i n  which l i f e  and d e a t h  c o - e x i s t )  

and C h r i s tm a s  ( t h e  t im e  o f  a n n u a l  r e b i r t h  and h o p e ) . "40 

One o f  t h e  a s p e c t s  t h a t  may p u z z l e  s t u d e n t s  i s  t h e  

a lm o s t  a n i m a l i s t i c  b e h a v i o r  o f  t h e  f o l l o w e r s  o f  D ion y su s ,  

t h e  maenads.  Both  in  myth and in  a c t u a l i t y  t h e s e  f o l l o w e r s  

o f  t h e  gods a r e  r e p o r t e d  t o  have  t o r n  l i v e  a n im a l s  t o  p i e c e s

40 G ra n t ,  p .  136.



52

in  a f r e n z y ,  sometimes consuming t h e  a n i m a l s .  Gran t  n o t e s

t h a t  a s  l a t e  a s  276 B.C. t h e  D i o n y s i a c  r i t e s  a t  M i l e t u s
41c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  e a t i n g  o f  raw f l e s h .  G ran t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  

" t h e  w o r s h ip p e r  who p e r fo rm ed  t h e  r i t e  was a t  one w i t h  t h e  

god ( ' e n t h e o s ' ) ,  e x p r e s s i n g  an i d e a  o f  m y s t i c  communion— in  

c o n t r a s t  w i th  t h e  v iew, so o f t e n  e x p r e s s e d  in  Greek l i t e r a 

t u r e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a s h a r p  g u l f  be tw een  human and d i v i n e . " 42

H a m i l t o n ' s  c h a p t e r  on t h e s e  two gods has  ample commen

t a r y  t h a t  i s  q u i t e  i l l u m i n a t i n g  in  b o t h  compar ing  and 

c o n t r a s t i n g  t h e  impact  o f  t h e s e  two gods  i n  Greek s o c i e t y .

For  example ,  Ham il ton  s u c c i n c t l y  c o n t r a s t s  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  

symbolism o f  b o th :

He [D io n y su s ]  had s t i l l  a n o t h e r  s i d e .  He was t h e  
a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  d e a t h  d o es  n o t  end a l l .  H is  wor
s h i p e r s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  h i s  d e a t h  and r e s u r r e c t i o n  
showed t h a t  t h e  s o u l  l i v e s  on f o r e v e r  a f t e r  t h e  
body d i e s .  T h is  f a i t h  was p a r t  o f  t h e  m y s t e r i e s  
a t  E l e u s i s .  At f i r s t  i t  c e n t e r e d  in  P e rsep h on e  
who a l s o  r o s e  from t h e  dead  e v e r y  s p r i n g .  But as  
queen o f  t h e  b l a c k  u n d e rw o r ld  s h e  k e p t  even i n  t h e  
b r i g h t  w or ld  above a s u g g e s t i o n  o f  som eth ing  
s t r a n g e  and aw fu l :  how c o u ld  s h e  who c a r r i e d
a lw ays  abou t  h e r  t h e  r e m in d e r  o f  d e a t h  s t a n d  f o r  
t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  t h e  c o n q u e s t  o f  d e a t h ?
D io n y su s ,  on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  was n e v e r  t h o u g h t  o f  
a s  a  power in  t h e  kingdom of  t h e  d e ad .  There  a r e  
many s t o r i e s  a bou t  P e r se p h o n e  i n  t h e  low er  w or ld ;  
o n ly  one a bou t  D io n y su s— he r e s c u e d  h i s  mother  
from i t .  In h i s  r e s u r r e c t i o n  he was t h e  embodi
ment o f  t h e  l i f e  t h a t  i s  s t r o n g e r  t h a n  d e a t h .  He 
and P e r se p h o n e  became t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  b e l i e f  in  
i m m o r t a l i t y . 42

41 G r a n t ,  p .  248. 42 G ra n t ,  p .  248.

42 H a m il to n ,  p . 62.
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SIXTH DAY

( H a m i l t o n ' s  M ytho logy , p p .  92-102;  1 0 8 - 1 1 0 . )  In  i n t r o 

duc ing  t h i s  s e s s i o n ' s  m y t h o l o g i c a l  s t o r i e s ,  t h o s e  o f  t h e  

p r e v i o u s  s e s s i o n  may be l i n k e d  by n o t i n g  t h a t  t h e  myths o f  

bo th  D ionysus  and Demeter a r e  based  on l o v e — p e r s o n a l  

(Demeter f o r  P e r s e p h o n e )  and  g e n e r a l  (D io n y su s  f o r  m an k in d ) .

Famous Love S t o r i e s

While  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy  abounds w i th  s t o r i e s  o f  a l l  

t y p e s  o f  l o v e ,  t h r e e  s t o r i e s  seem t o  l e n d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  

c l a s s  s t u d y :  C up id  and P s y c h e ,  Pygmalion and  G a l a t e a ,  and

Pyramus and T h i s b e .  These m yths  show t h r e e  s i d e s  o f  l o v e ;  

they  a l s o  sh o u ld  be  v a l u a b l e  i n  d i s c u s s i n g  t h r e e  t y p e s  o f  

myths, o r  r a t h e r ,  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  

t h a t  may be a p p l i e d  t o  m y th s .

Pyramus and T h i s b e . The s t o r y  o f  Pyramus and T h i s b e ,  

th e  s h o r t e s t  and most  s im p ly  s t r u c t u r e d  o f  t h e  t h r e e ,  i s  

one o f  t h e  b e s t  exam ples  i n  Greek mythology  o f  an e t i o l o g i c a l  

myth. In  t h i s  m yth  th e  b l o o d  o f  two l o v e r s  r e a c h e s  t h e  r o o t s  

of  t h e  m u lb e r ry  t r e e  whose b e r r i e s  have h i t h e r t o  been w h i t e .  

The g o d s  in  sym pathy  f o r  t h e  l o v e r s  a l l o w  t h e  b lo o d  t o  c o l o r  

th e  m u l b e r r i e s  a deep  c r im so n  ( o r  b l a c k ) ,  and  t h u s  t h e y  have 

been s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e .  A d o l e s c e n t s  seem t o  have  a s p e c i a l  

f o n d n e s s  f o r  t h e  myth,  p o s s i b l y  b e c a u se  t h e  l o v e r s  have  been 

warned by t h e i r  p a r e n t s  n o t  t o  see  each  o t h e r .  Such a  b a s i c
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e le m e n t  in  t h e  myth a s  s t r i c t  p a r e n t s  may l e a d  s t u d e n t s  t o  

s e e  p a r a l l e l s  be tween t h i s  myth and t h e  p l o t  o f  many w orks  

t h e y  m igh t  be f a m i l i a r  w i t h .  S t u d e n t s  have o f t e n  n o ted  t h e  

same theme in  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  Romeo a n d  J u l i e t ,  s i n c e  many have 

e i t h e r  r e a d  t h e  p l a y  o r  h a v e  seen a  sc reen  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  i t .

Pygmalion and G a l a t e a . The m y th  of Pygm alion  and 

G a l a t e a  i s  a good example o f  a myth f o r  amusement, t h o u g h  i t ,  

l i k e  n e a r l y  any myth, may be  s u b j e c t e d  to  more s e r i o u s  i n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n s .  I t  i s  t r u e ,  m oreo v e r ,  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  o b v io u s  

p a r a l l e l s  be tw een  t h i s  m y th  and m y th s  of c r e a t i o n .  I t s  m os t

b a s i c  a p p e a l ,  however, seem s to  be i t s  r a t h e r  o b v io u s  s t a t e -
44ment o f  t h e  a n im a t i n g  power  o f  l o v e .

Cupid and P s y c h e . The most e l a b o r a t e  m y th ,  bo th  i n

s t r u c t u r e  and i n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  i s  t h a t  of C up id  and P s y c h e .

G ay ley  summarizes  th e  m ost  common i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h i s

myth,  n o t i n g  t h a t  i t  i s  m o s t  o f t e n  c o n s i d e r e d  by m y t h o l o g i s t s

t o  be  an a l l e g o r y  o f  t h e  s o u l .  The so u l  p a s s e s  t h ro u g h  t h r e e

s t a g e s ,  b e g in n i n g  f i r s t  i n  j o y f u l  inn o ce n ce ;  n e x t  i t  e n t e r s

a p e r i o d  of  t r i b u l a t i o n  w h ic h  p r e p a r e s  i t  f o r  t h e  f i n a l  s t a g e  
45o f  h a p p i n e s s .  Gayley a l s o  n o te s  t h a t  t h i s  m yth  has b e e n  

i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a  sun myth i n  which Psyche ,  t h e  Dawn, s e a r c h e s  

f o r  t h e  Sun ( E r o s ) . 4®

44 Morford and L e n a rd o n ,  pp. 99-100 .

4 ^ Gayley ,  p .  502. 4® G a y le y ,  p. 502.
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The myth, s t r i p p e d  o f  i t s  som etim es  t e n u o u s  i n t e r p r e t a 

t i o n s ,  s u g g e s t s ,  a s  does  t h e  myth o f  Pygmalion  and G a l a t e a ,  

t h a t  l o v e  i s  a most p o w e r f u l  f o r c e . L i t e r a t u r e  has no 

h e r o i n e  who f a c e s  t a s k s  com parab le  t o  tho se  imposed on Psyche  

as s h e  seeks  t h e  pardon o f  h e r  l o v e r ' s  j e a l o u s  mother .

SEVENTH DAY

( H a m i l t o n ' s  M y th o log y , pp. 1 4 1 - 1 7 2 . )  T he  purpose  o f  

t h i s  c l a s s  s e s s i o n  i s  t o  d e f i n e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  

Greek h e ro  and t o  s tudy  t h e  e x p l o i t s  o f  s e v e r a l  of t h e  more 

famous Greek h e r o e s .  The s e s s i o n  i s  so s t r u c t u r e d  as  t o  

a l lo w  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  t o  f o c u s  c l a s s  a t t e n t i o n  on e i t h e r  t h r e e  

p r im a r y  h e ro e s  o r  on H e r c u l e s ,  t h e  m o s t  famous s i n g l e  h e r o  in 

Greek m ytho logy .

Famous Heroes

T h i s  c l a s s  hour m ig h t  b e s t  b e g i n  by t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  

d e f i n i n g  th e  t e r m  "hero"  o r  by a s k i n g  th e  c l a s s  fo r  h e l p  in 

f r a m in g  a d e f i n i t i o n .  In  d o in g  t h i s  i t  may b e  i n s t r u c t i v e  

to  r e f e r  to  E l y s i a n  F i e l d s  i n  Hades, t h e  home o f  the  m o s t  

o u t s t a n d i n g  G reek  h e r o e s .  S ince  t h e  he roes  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n  

were t h o s e  most  f a v o re d  by  t h e  g o d s ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  may e a s i l y  

draw t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e  h e ro e s  p o s s e s s e d  many o f  t h e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  g o d s .  In t h i s  same m anner ,  i t  s h o u l d  

be m en t io n ed  t h a t  many h e r o e s  had o n e  im m orta l  p a r e n t — most 

o f t e n  Zeus ,  b u t  o c c a s i o n a l l y  ( l i k e  A c h i l l e s )  a n o th e r  d e i t y .
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Once some k i n d  o f  d e f i n i t i o n  h a s  been  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t h e  

i n s t r u c t o r  may m en t ion  t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  o f  m o t i f s  t h a t  a r e  in  

many s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  most famous h e r o e s .  There  i s  u s u a l l y  a 

d i v i n e  c o n c e p t i o n ;  a t t e m p t s  may be made t o  k i l l  t h e  h e ro  

s h o r t l y  a f t e r  b i r t h ;  he i s  saved  and r e a r e d  by a n im a l s  o r  by 

a f o s t e r  p a r e n t ;  when he i s  a young man he r e t u r n s  t o  t h e  

p l a c e  o f  h i s  b i r t h  o r  h i s  home. Most o f  t h e s e  m o t i f s  can be 

fo u n d  in  su ch  h e r o e s  a s  P e r s e u s ,  O e d ip u s ,  Romulus and Remus. 

One  common mot i f , —sh a r e d  by n e a r l y  a l l  he r o o 3 e x c e p t  Pe r s e u s  

and H e r c u l e s ,  i s  t h a t  t h e y  r a r e l y  have a s a t i s f y i n g  and 

p l e a s a n t  d e a t h :  t h e y  s u f f e r  and d i e  l i k e  o t h e r  p e o p l e . 4 "̂

Depending on t h e  i n s t r u c t o r ' s  w i s h e s ,  one h e ro  o r  

s e v e r a l  may be d i s c u s s e d .  I f  s e v e r a l  a r e  t o  be d i s c u s s e d ,  

T h e s e u s ,  P e r s e u s ,  and H e r c u l e s  a r e  t h r e e  whose e x p l o i t s  a r e  

n o t a b l e .

The hour  may be most  p r o f i t a b l y  s p e n t  i f  s t u d e n t s  a r e  

a s s i g n e d  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  i n  H am il ton  c o v e r i n g  t h e  d e e d s  of  t h e  

t h r e e  h e ro e s  m en t io ned ;  c l a s s  t im e  sh o u ld  t h e n  be f o c u s e d  on 

H e r c u l e s ,  w i t h  p e r h a p s  some m en t ion  made o f  h i s  k insm an ,  

T h e s e u s .  The s t o r y  o f  T heseus  and t h e  m in o t a u r  i s  an e x c e l 

l e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  show t h a t  myth may s p r i n g  from l e g e n d .  

A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e x c a v a t i o n s  have d e te r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  re m a in s  

o f  King Minos ' p a l a c e  on C r e t e  ( t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  m in o t a u r  in

47 Mayerson, Classical Mythology, pp. 283-84.
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t h e  myth) have  a m a z e - l i k e  p a t t e r n ,  t h u s  p e r h a p s  i n s p i r i n g
J O

t h e  myth o f  t h e  l a b y r i n t h .  0

H e r c u l e s . I f  H e r c u l e s  a lo n e  i s  s t u d i e d ,  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  

may p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  H e r c u l e s  i s ,  by f a r ,  t h e  most  p o p u l a r  o f  

t h e  Greek h e r o e s ,  b e in g  a  n a t i o n a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  l o c a l  

h e r o . 4® Though s c h o l a r s  a r e  n o t  in  ag reem ent  on t h e  r e a s o n s  

f o r  t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  H e r c u l e s ,  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  may f i n d

H. J .  R o s e ' s  comment e s p e c i a l l y  c o g e n t ,  a s  he n o t e s  t h a t

----------H e r c u l e s '  v i r t u e s  a r e  t h e  ones  p e o p le  adm ire  most  o f t e n :

" s t r e n g t h ,  v a l o u r ,  good n a t u r e ,  g e n e r o s i t y ,  p i t y  f o r  t h e  d i s 

t r e s s e d ,  l o v e  o f  a d v e n t u r e  and h a r d i n e s s .  . . . "  H is  v i c e s ,  

s a y s  Rose, a r e  t h o s e  which  " a r e  most  r e a d i l y  p a rd o n e d ,  a ho t  

t em p er ,  i n s a t i a b l e  g l u t t o n y ,  and a l u s t  a s  b o u n d l e s s  a s  h i s
K A

s t r e n g t h . In a somewhat s i m i l a r  v e in  Moses Hadas and

Morton Smith  s p e c u l a t e  t h a t  h i s  p o p u l a r i t y  may be a l l e g o r i z e d

so t h a t  he i s  a champion o f  mankind who, t h r o u g h  h i s  l a b o r s ,
51p u r g e s  t h e  w o r ld  o f  v a r i o u s  e v i l s .

But s c h o l a r s  a r e  i n  g e n e r a l  ag reem en t  t h a t  t h e  l a b o r s  o f  

H e r c u l e s  have a s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h a t  t r a n s c e n d s  mere amusement.

4® M orford  and L enardon ,  p .  373.

4 ® H. J .  Rose, A Handbook o f  Greek Mythology (New York: 
E. P. D u t ton  and Co. ,  I n c . ,  1959) ,  p .  205.

Rose, p . 205.

H eroes  and Gods (New York: H a rp e r  and Row, 1 9 6 5 ) ,
pp.  22 -24 .
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Rose b e s t  summarizes t h e  i d e a s  o f  o t h e r  s c h o l a r s  a s  he n o t e s  

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a r e l i g i o u s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  H e r c u l e s '  a t t a i n i n g  

t h e  g o ld e n  a p p l e s  o f  t h e  H e s p e r i d e s ,  e q u i v a l e n t ,  s a y s  Rose, 

t o  t h e  Greek T ree  o f  L i f e .  E q u a l ly  i m p o r t a n t  i s  h i s  d e s c e n t  

t o  Hades and h i s  r e t u r n  w i t h  t h e  watchdog  C e r b e r u s ;  t h i s  i s ,
C O

i n  R o s e ' s  w ords ,  a "H arrow ing  o f  H e l l . "  Thus,  H e r c u l e s  was 

a f i g u r e  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  im p o r ta n c e  t o  t h e  G reeks  who were 

much more c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  t h i s  w o r ld  t h a n  w i t h  a  p o s s i b l e  

shadowy e x i s t e n c e  i n  Hades.  I t  i s  H e r c u l e s  who d e f e a t s  d e a t h  

s y m b o l i c a l l y ,  a s  i n  h i s  d e f e a t  o f  C e r b e r u s ,  o r  l i t e r a l l y  as  

he w r e s t l e s  t h e  shadowy f i g u r e  o f  D eath  in  t h e  myth of
CO

Admetus and A l c e s t i s .

T h ere  seems l i t t l e  p o i n t  i n  commenting on a l l  o f  t h e  

tw e lv e  famous l a b o r s  o f  H e r c u l e s .  However, i f  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  

m e n t io n s  o n ly  h i s  v i s i t  t o  Hades and t o  t h e  H e s p e r i d e s ,  and 

t h e n  e m p h a s iz e s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a f t e r  H e r c u l e s  s u f f e r e d  an 

a g o n i z i n g  d e a t h  he was t a k e n  t o  Olympus t o  wed t h e  g oddess  

Hebe, t h e  c l a s s  may e a s i l y  be l e d  t o  comment on p a r a l l e l s  i n  

t h e  l i v e s  o f  o t h e r  h e r o e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e l i g i o u s  ones  such  

a s  C h r i s t .  A s t u d y  o f  t h e s e  few i n c i d e n t s  i n  t h e  myth o f

52 Rose,  pp .  210-11 ,  219.

Admetus was f a t e d  t o  d i e ,  b u t  h i s  f r i e n d  A po l lo  had 
Zeus p ro m is e  t o  s p a r e  Admetus '  l i f e  i f  someone would d i e  in  
h i s  p l a c e .  Only h i s  w i fe  A l c e s t i s  would do t h i s ,  and so 
Death  came f o r  h e r .  H e r c u l e s ,  who was t h e n  a  g u e s t  in  
Admetus '  ho u se ,  w r e s t l e d  w i t h  Death  and made him r e s t o r e  
A l c e s t i s  t o  l i f e  and t o  h e r  husband .  See H a m il to n ,  
pp.  168-70 .
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H e r c u l e s  s e r v e s  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  i d e a s  made d u r i n g  t h e  f o u r t h  

day o f  s t u d y i n g  t h e  Underw or ld .

EIGHTH DAY

( H a m i l t o n ' s  M ytho logy , pp.  1 7 8 - 2 0 1 . )  The a t t r i b u t e s  o f  

h e r o e s  h av in g  been e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s e s s i o n ,  

t h e  r a g i n g  b a t t l e s  o f  t h e  I l i a d  sh o u ld  seem a n a t u r a l  s e q u e l .  

In  f a c t ,  one o f  t h e  m a jo r  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  s e s s i o n  s h o u l d  be 

t o  e s t a b l i s h  how A c h i l l e s ,  t h e  h e ro  o f  t h e  I l i a d , con fo rm s  

t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  p a t t e r n  o f  h e r o e s .

The T ro ja n  War

The i n s t r u c t o r  may h e i g h t e n  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  d a y ' s  s t u d y  

by showing s l i d e s  o r  p i c t u r e s  of  t h e  r e m a in s  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  

c i t i e s  o f  Troy u n e a r t h e d  by Schl iem ann i n  1870. I t  sh o u ld  

a l s o  be p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  e v id e n c e  o f  s c h o l a r s  i n d i c a t e s  

t h a t  t h e r e  were wars  in  t h e  c i t y  a t  v a r i o u s  t i m e s ,  a s  i n d i 

c a t e d  by t h e  c h a r r e d  r u b b l e  from d i f f e r e n t  l a y e r s .  Thus,  t h e  

war Homer w r i t e s  a b o u t  i s  b a se d  in  f a c t  on a war o r  a s e r i e s

o f  a c t u a l  w ars  i n  t h a t  a n c i e n t  c i t y .

I t  s h o u ld  be made c l e a r  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s

v e r y  l i t t l e  s c h o l a r l y  agreem ent  on who Homer was, where  he

l i v e d ,  when he l i v e d — o r  even w h e th e r  he i s  t h e  s o l e  a u t h o r  

o f  t h e  I l i a d  and t h e  O d y sse y . 54 A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e

54 C. M. Bowra a n a l y z e s  some o f  t h e s e  d i s p u t e s  i n  Homer 
(New York: C h a r l e s  S c r i b n e r ' s  Sons ,  19 72 ) ,  pp. 4 - 9 .
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c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  conceded  t o  be  t h o s e  o f  

t h e  e p i c  may be b r i e f l y  t r e a t e d .  However, s i n c e  H a m i l t o n ' s  

summary o b s c u r e s  many o f  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  t h e  i n s t r u c 

t o r  need  n o t  d w e l l  on t h i s  p o i n t .

The v a lu e  o f  th e  I l i a d  ( o r  r a t h e r  summary o f  i t )  in  

i n t r o d u c t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e  c l a s s e s  i s  t w o f o l d :  i t  s e r v e s  t o

e s t a b l i s h  t h e  i d e a l  Homeric h e ro  ( A c h i l l e s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ) ,  

and i t  s e r v e s  t o  i n t r o d u c e  O dysseus ,  t h e  c h i e f  f i g u r e  o f  t h e  

O d y s se y . There  i s  f a r  t o o  l i t t l e  t im e  f o r  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  t o  

e v a l u a t e  t h e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  A c h i l l e s '  c h a r a c t e r ,  one o f  t h e  

main them es  in  a  t h o ro u g h  s tu d y  o f  t h e  I l i a d . Some s t u d e n t s  

c h a r g e  t h a t  A c h i l l e s  i s  s im p ly  a  c r u e l ,  s u l k i n g ,  

o v e r l y - s e n s i t i v e  h e ro ,  n o t  a t  a l l  o f  t h e  m o ra l  s t a t u r e  o f  

H e c to r .  I f  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  t a k e s  c a r e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  

A c h i l l e s  h a s  a c h o i c e — e i t h e r  r e t i r i n g  from t h e  b a t t l e ,  g o in g  

home and l i v i n g  a long l i f e ,  o r  f i g h t i n g ,  w in n in g  g r e a t  honor  

b u t  a l s o  a s h o r t  l i f e  and  a v i o l e n t  d e a t h — t h e n  t h e  s t u d e n t s  

may b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  w h i r lw in d  o f  e m o t io n s  t h a t  s w i r l s  

a ro u nd  A c h i l l e s .

The i n s t r u c t o r  s h o u ld  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  Odysseus  f i g u r e s  

p r o m i n e n t l y  in  t h e  war,  b o th  in  h i s  r a i d  i n  Book X o f  t h e  

I l i a d  and in  h i s  t a l k  w i t h  A c h i l l e s  t o  t r y  t o  p e r s u a d e  him 

t o  resume f i g h t i n g —a l l  t h i s ,  even th o u g h  c o l l a t e r a l  s t o r i e s  

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he was a r e l u c t a n t  p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  t h e  war,



61

h a v in g  p r e t e n d e d  madness t o  a v o id  h a v in g  t o  f i g h t  th e  

T r o j a n s . 55

NINTH DAY

( H a m i l t o n ' s  M y th o lo g y , pp.  241-242 ;  2 0 0 - 2 1 9 . )  The s t o r y  

o f  Agamemnon's d e a t h  a t  t h e  hands  o f  h i s  u n f a i t h f u l  w i f e ,  

n a r r a t e d  s u c c i n c t l y  by H am il to n ,  p r o v i d e s  a  f o i l  f o r  t h e  

homecoming o f  Odysseus  and a l s o  p r o v i d e s  a  means o f  i n t r o d u c 

in g  t h e  c l a s s  s e s s i o n .  The r e t u r n  o f  t h e  war h e r o ,  a s t o r y  

b a s i s  f o r  a g e s ,  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  t o p i c  f o r  l a t e r  d i s c u s s i o n  

on t h i s  day i f  t im e  p e r m i t s .

The Odyssey

The i n s t r u c t o r  may p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  s t o r y  o f  O d ysseus '  

homecoming from t h e  T r o j a n  War h a s  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  p a r t s — t h e  

s t o r y  o f  T e lem a ch u s '  s e a r c h  f o r  h i s  f a t h e r ,  O d y s se u s '  n a r r a 

t i o n  o f  h i s  f a n t a s t i c  a d v e n t u r e s ,  and,  f i n a l l y ,  O dy sseu s '  

s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t  t o  r e g a i n  h i s  fo rm er  p o s i t i o n  a t  home and 

in  h i s  community.

I f  s t u d e n t s  can i d e n t i f y  d e ed s  w h ich  c a l l  f o r  c u n n in g ,  

O d ysseu s '  p r i m a r y  a t t r i b u t e ,  i t  sh o u ld  h e l p  t o  e x p l a i n  why 

he i s  t h e  f a v o r i t e  o f  A thena ,  t h e  Greek g o d d e s s  o f  wisdom. 

Once s e v e r a l  deeds  have  e s t a b l i s h e d  O d y s se u s '  c u n n in g ,  t h e  

i n s t r u c t o r  m ig h t  a s k  i f  t h i s  q u a l i t y  i s  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h

Mayerson, Classical Mythology, p, 392,
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i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  O dysseus  a s  a  C h r i s t  f i g u r e ,  inasmuch a s  

some o f  t h e  e a r l y  Church F a t h e r s  saw a com par iso n  h e r e . ^ 6

I t  s h o u l d  be m en t io n ed  a l s o  t h a t  O d y sse u s '  d e s c e n t  i n t o  

Hades t o  g e t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  h i s  r e t u r n  home p a r a l l e l s ,  in  

some ways, H e r c u l e s '  j o u r n e y  t o  Hades ,  though  Odysseus  i s  t h e  

p r o t o t y p i c a l  h e ro  in  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  I t  may be v a l u a b l e  t o  ask  

what e f f e c t  t h e  d e s c e n t  i n t o  Hades has  on t h e  h e ro  (Odysseus  

and H e r c u l e s ) ;  t h a t  i s ,  d o e s  t h e  j o u r n e y  t o  t h e  Underworld  

m e re ly  p r o v e  t h e  h e r o ' s  p r o w e s s ,  does  i t  m a tu re  o r  change  

him, o r  i s  i t  t o  be s e en  p r i m a r i l y  i n  a l l e g o r i c a l  t e r m s ?

I f  t im e  rem a in s  i n  t h e  n i n t h  c l a s s  s e s s i o n  f o r  a d i s 

c u s s i o n ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  be low  may be f r u i t f u l  i n  e l i c i t i n g  

s t u d e n t  r e s p o n s e s  and in  g u i d i n g  a d i s c u s s i o n  t o  h e lp  t i e  

t o g e t h e r  them es  and i d e a s  p r e s e n t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  

u n i t :

1. What q u a l i t i e s  d i d  t h e  Greek h e r o e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  

O dysseus)  have in  common?

2. Why were Demeter  and D ionysus  so h i g h l y  r e g a r d e d  

t h a t  f e s t i v a l s  in  t h e i r  honor  r e c e i v e d  w id e s p r e a d  p u b l i c  

s u p p o r t ?

3. Can you i d e n t i f y  two o r  t h r e e  s p e c i f i c  q u a l i t i e s  

a b o u t  c l a s s i c a l  myths t h a t  have  c au se d  them t o  be t h e  b a s i s  

f o r  much l i t e r a t u r e  to d a y ?

Mayerson, Classical Mythology, p. 454.
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On t h e  f o l l o w in g  p a g e s  i s  a  t e s t  t o  be  a d m i n i s t e r e d  on 

t h e  t e n t h  day .  The q u e s t i o n s  were  d e s i g n e d  t o  c o v e r  e ac h  

d a y ' s  t o p i c ;  e v e r y  q u e s t i o n  c a l l s  f o r  knowledge t h a t  r e l a t e s  

t h e  i d e a s  o f  s e v e r a l  d a y s .  The t e s t  may seem e l e m e n t a r y ,  bu t  

i n  an i n t r o d u c t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e  an em p h a s i s  on t h e  

a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  fu n d am e n ta l  c o n c e p t s  i s  a b e t t e r  b a s i s  f o r  

l a t e r  s t u d i e s  in  l i t e r a t u r e  t h a n  an e m p h a s i s  on t h e  p o s s i b l e  

m ean ings  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  T h is  t e s t  r e f l e c t s  t h e  em p h as is  in  

t h e  s y l l a b u s  on r a t h e r  b a s i c  i d e a s  g a in e d  in  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  

o u t l i n e d  s y l l a b u s  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy .

TENTH DAY

C l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  e x a m in a t io n

P a r t  I .  M u l t i p l e  c h o i c e .

S e l e c t  t h e  l e t t e r  o f  t h e  p r o p e r  a n sw er .  Three  p o i n t s  

e ac h  answ er .

_1.  An e t i o l o g i c a l  myth i s  one which  p u r p o r t s  t o

e x p l a i n  how som eth ing  came t o  be .  Which o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

myths e x p l a i n s  how som eth ing  in  n a t u r e  came t o  have i t s  

p r e s e n t  a p p e a r a n c e ?  ( a )  Pyramus and T h i s b e  ( b )  Cupid and 

Psyche  ( c )  Pygmalion  and G a l a t e a .

_2 .  Y ears  ago t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  I l i a d  was g e n e r a l l y

r e g a r d e d  a s  c o m p le t e ly  f i c t i o n a l .  L a t e r  s c h o l a r s  u n e a r t h e d  

t h e  a c t u a l  r e m a in s  o f  T ro y ,  and found e v id e n c e  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  

t h a t  t h e  c i t y  had been in v o lv e d  in  a war o r  s e v e r a l  w a r s .
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The s t o r y  o f  t h e  I l i a d  can  now p r o p e r l y  be c a l l e d  ( a )  l e g e n d  

( b )  myth ( c )  s a g a .

______3. The T i t a n  P rom etheus  was g i f t e d  w i t h  which

q u a l i t y  n o t  p o s s e s s e d  by most o f  t h e  Olympians:  ( a )  f o r e 

knowledge (b )  k i n d n e s s  to w ard  m o r t a l s  ( c )  i m m o r t a l i t y .

______4. For  what  r e a s o n  d i d  Zeus p u n i s h  P ro m e th eu s :

( a )  he t r i c k e d  Zeus and h e lp e d  m o r t a l s  (b )  he fo u g h t  w i t h  

t h e  o t h e r  T i t a n s  a g a i n s t  Zeus ( c )  he s lew  P a n d o ra .

______5. Though t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t

u s u a l l y  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  Olympians from m o r t a l s ,  t h e  one 

u n v a r y i n g  a t t r i b u t e  t h a t  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  them i s  ( a )  s u p e r i o r  

s t r e n g t h  (b )  i m m o r t a l i t y  ( c )  p r u d e n c e .

 6 . E xcep t  f o r  Z eus ,  and p o s s i b l y  A p o l lo ,  t h e

Olympians a r e  l i m i t e d  in  which r e s p e c t :  ( a )  i m m o r t a l i t y

( b )  s t r e n g t h  ( c )  o m n i s c i e n c e .

 7 .  Our knowledge o f  t h e  Underworld  in  Greek

m ythology  can b e s t  be d e s c r i b e d  a s  ( a )  l i m i t e d  (b )  m o d e ra te

( c )  e x t e n s i v e .

______8. Famous s i n n e r s  su c h  a s  T a r t a r u s  and I x i o n

r e c e i v e d  h a r s h  pun ishm en t  f o r  t h e i r  t r a n s g r e s s i o n s  a g a i n s t

( a )  common p e o p le  (b )  h e r o e s ,  such  a s  H e r c u l e s  ( c )  t h e  g o d s .

______9. The E l u s i n i a n  m y s t e r i e s  were r e l i g i o u s  r i t e s

h o n o r in g  ( a )  H e p h a e s tu s  ( b )  A p h r o d i t e  ( c )  Demeter .

______10. The s p r i n g  f e s t i v a l s  from which  Greek drama

grew c e l e b r a t e d  ( a )  D ionysus  (b )  Zeus ( c )  A p o l lo .
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 11. A s u c c e s s f u l  h a r v e s t  would p r o b a b l y  i n s p i r e

hymns o f  t h a n k s  t o  ( a )  Ares (b )  A p h r o d i t e  ( c )  Demeter .

 12. The o n l y  d e i t y  in  t h e  Olympic p a n th e o n  who had

a m o r t a l  m o the r  was ( a )  Hebe ( c )  Demeter ( c )  D ionysus .

_13. In an a n c i e n t  l o v e  s t o r y  we l e a r n  o f  P sy ch e ,

whose name we now o f t e n  a s s o c i a t e  w i t h  ( a )  body (b )  s p i r i t  

o r  s o u l  ( c )  b lo o d .

 14. The s t o r y  o f  Pyramus and T h is b e  h as  a lw ays

been f a s c i n a t i n g  t o  a d o l e s c e n t s ,  p o s s i b l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  myth 

t e l l s  o f  ( a )  a s u i c i d e  l o v e - p a c t  (b )  young p e o p le  a t t a i n i n g  

w e a l t h  a f t e r  much h a r d  work ( c )  s t e r n  p a r e n t s  f o r b i d d i n g  t h e  

l o v e r s  t o  s e e  each  o t h e r .

 15. Some s c h o l a r s  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  a p p e a l  o f  one

famous Greek he ro  i s  i n  h i s  s y m b o l i c a l l y  c o n q u e r i n g  d e a t h  by 

v i s i t i n g  Hades ( t h e  U n d e rw o r ld ) ,  c o n q u e r in g  one o f  i t s  c h i e f  

d e n i z e n s ,  and r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  w o r ld  o f  t h e  l i v i n g .  The h e ro  

i s  ( a )  T h eseu s  (b )  H e r c u l e s  ( c )  P e r s e u s .

______16. To " p e t r i f y "  means t o  t u r n  t o  s t o n e .  Which

Greek h e ro  l i t e r a l l y  p e t r i f i e d  h i s  enem ies :  ( a )  T heseu s

(b )  H e r c u l e s  ( c )  P e r s e u s .

 17. One o f  T h e s e u s '  most  n o t a b l e  f e a t s  was t h a t

o f  ( a )  r e s c u i n g  Andromeda from a s e a  s e r p e n t  (b )  s l a y i n g  t h e  

m in o ta u r  ( c )  c l e a n i n g  t h e  s t a b l e s  o f  King Augeas.
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 18. A c h i l l e s '  w r a th  d e r i v e d  from ( a )  Agamemnon's

t a k i n g  o f  B r i s e i s  (b )  O d ysse u s '  l u r i n g  him t o  t h e  T r o j a n  War

( c )  Old P h o e n i x ' s  im p a ss io n e d  b u t  i rk som e  sp e e c h  u r g i n g  him 

t o  b a t t l e .

______19. A c h i l l e s  s l a y s  H e c to r  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  end

o f  t h e  I l i a d . From o t h e r  a c c o u n t s  we l e a r n  t h a t  A c h i l l e s

h i m s e l f  i s  k i l l e d  by ( a )  S in o n ,  a Greek t r a i t o r  (b )  Machon, 

a Greek p h y s i c i a n  ( c )  P a r i s ,  H e c t o r ' s  b r o t h e r .

______20. By what s t r a t a g e m  d i d  O d y s se u s '  w i fe  P e n e lo p e

keep t h e  s u i t o r s  a t  bay d u r i n g  O d y sse u s '  a b se n c e  ( a )  s p i n n i n g  

a s h ro u d  (b )  p r e t e n d i n g  t o  be i n s a n e  ( c )  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  

summon a n e i g h b o r i n g  p r i n c e ' s  army.

P a r t  I I .  S h o r t  answer q u e s t i o n s .

Answer e a c h  in  two o r  t h r e e  s h o r t  s e n t e n c e s ;  be 

s p e c i f i c .  T h ree  p o i n t s  each .

1. Why do you t h i n k  t h e  American i n v e n t o r  Thomas
c 7

E dison  h a s  been  c a l l e d  " t h e  P ro m e th eu s  o f  o u r  t ime"?'-”

2. What i s  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  C e r b e r u s ,  t h e  t h r e e - h e a d e d  

dog i n  Hades?

3. When Pygm alion  p r a y s  f o r  G a l a t e a  t o  become a l i v e ,  

why i s  i t  n a t u r a l  t h a t  i t  i s  t o  t h e  g o d d e ss  A p h r o d i t e  

(Venus)  t h a t  he p r a y s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  a n o t h e r  d e i t y ?

^  Max H e r z b e r g ,  Myths and T h e i r  Meanings (New York: 
A l ly n  and Bacon, 1 9 6 9 ) ,  p .  19.
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4. What d r a m a t i c  e v e n t  c a u s e s  A c h i l l e s  t o  r e j o i n  t h e  

b a t t l e  w i t h  renewed f u r y  a f t e r  he has  w ithdraw n i n  a n g e r?

5. What i s  t h e  s e c r e t  o f  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  O dy sse u s '  

bed which a s s u r e s  P e n e lo p e  t h a t  t h e  s t r a n g e r  i s  r e a l l y  h e r  

l o n g - a b s e n t  husband?

P a r t  I I I .  E ssa y  q u e s t i o n s .

S e l e c t  two q u e s t i o n s .  Answer c a r e f u l l y ,  making s u r e  

t h a t  your  s u p p o r t  i s  r e a s o n a b l e  and a d e q u a te .  T w e n ty - f iv e  

p o i n t s  t o t a l .

1. Using  t h e  I l i a d  and t h e  d eeds  o f  H e r c u l e s  a s  

exam ples ,  d i s t i n g u i s h  be tw een  myth and l e g e n d .

2. The Greek Underworld  r e c e i v e s  a l l  t h o s e  who d i e ;  

t h e r e  i s  no "heaven"  in  t h e  commonly u se d  s e n s e .  How m igh t  

t h i s  f a c t  h e lp  e x p l a i n  t h e  i n t e n s e  a d m i r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  

a n c i e n t  Greeks  had f o r  H e r c u l e s ?

3. Some s c h o l a r s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  s t o r y  o f  P rom etheus  

t r i c k i n g  Zeus in  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  s a c r i f i c e s  i s  an e t i o l o g i c a l  

myth. I f  t h i s  i s  s o ,  what m ig h t  t h e  myth e x p l a i n ?

4. Odysseus and H e r c u l e s  were v e ry  p o p u l a r  Greek 

h e r o e s ,  b u t  th e y  a r e  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  in  s e v e r a l  ways. 

S u p p o r t i n g  your  answ er  w i th  s p e c i f i c  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e i r  

e x p l o i t s ,  i d e n t i f y  two c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  t h e y  had in  

common. Then,  i d e n t i f y  what  you f e e l  t o  be  t h e  s i n g l e  most  

dominant  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  e a c h ,  and s u p p o r t  your  s t a t e m e n t  

by r e f e r e n c e  t o  two o r  t h r e e  s p e c i f i c  d e e d s .



Chapter IV

RESOURCE UNIT

While  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r  s u g g e s t e d  a s y l l a b u s  p r im a 

r i l y  i n t e n d e d  f o r  i n s t r u c t o r s  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy  in  

i n t r o d u c t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e s ,  i t  seems f i t t i n g  t h a t  a 

p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  handbook be u s e f u l  f o r  a l l  i n s t r u c t o r s  o f  

c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy .  T h is  c h a p t e r  i s  an e f f o r t  t o  a i d  

i n s t r u c t o r s  by s u g g e s t i n g  a b a s i c  c o re  o f  t e x t s  and a r t i c l e s  

s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a g e n e r a l  background  

in  c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy .  The s u r v e y  p r e v i o u s l y  examined in  

t h e  handbook r e v e a l s  t h e  need  f o r  a b a s i c  knowledge o f  c l a s 

s i c a l  m ytho logy  among Alabama j u n i o r  c o l l e g e  i n s t r u c t o r s .  

Among i n s t r u c t o r s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  in  f o u r - y e a r  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  

t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  d i f f e r e n t  i n  t h a t  most i n s t r u c t o r s  a r e  

s p e c i a l i s t s  in  one o r  more d i v e r s e  f i e l d s .  Y e t ,  o f t e n  t h e  

e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  in  even  t h e s e  r a t h e r  s p e c i a l i z e d  

l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e s  may c a l l  f o r  a  knowledge o f  c l a s s i c a l  

m y tho logy .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  an a n n o t a t e d  c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  works 

s e l e c t e d  t o  e n a b l e  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  o f  E n g l i s h  t o  a p p ro a c h  t h e  

t e a c h i n g  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy  w i t h  i n c r e a s e d  c o n f i d e n c e  and 

s k i l l .  I n c l u d e d  in  t h i s  c o m p i l a t i o n  a r e  b o ok s ,  j o u r n a l s  and 

t h e i r  a r t i c l e s ,  and a u d i o - v i s u a l  a i d s .

68



69

SELECTION AND ANALYSIS OF MATERIALS

The s e l e c t i o n  and e v a l u a t i o n  o f  much o f  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  

h a s  been r e a c h e d  l a r g e l y  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  r e s e a r c h  on t h e  

handbook.  The d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  o f  s e l e c t i n g  and e v a l u a t i n g  

books was a id e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  by John J .  P e r a d o t t o ' s  b o o k l e t ,  

C l a s s i c a l  M y th o log y : An A n n o ta te d  B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  S u r v e y .

P e r a d o t t o ' s  b o o k l e t  i s  a p r im a r y  i tem  in  t h e  l i s t  o f  

works s e l e c t e d .  T h is  b o o k l e t  l i s t s  and  comments b r i e f l y  

on 212 w orks ,  a l l  b u t  one  o f  which  a r e  books.  A l though  

P e r a d o t t o ' s  s u r v e y  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  s e l e c t i v e ,  t h e  works he 

r e v i e w s  a r e  t h o s e  t h a t  form a s u b s t a n t i a l  body o f  l i t e r a t u r e  

by r e s p e c t e d  c l a s s i c a l  w r i t e r s .

The b o o k l e t  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  f o u r t e e n  c a t e g o r i e s ,  th o ug h  

P e r a d o t t o  a d m i t s  t h e  s u b j e c t i v e  n a t u r e  o f  c a t e g o r i z i n g  

( p .  4 ) :  A l p h a b e t i z e d  D i c t i o n a r i e s ,  E n c y c l o p e d i a s ,  Handbooks;

S y s t e m a t i c  S u rv e y s  o f  C l a s s i c a l  Myth w i t h  E x t e n s i v e  Commen

t a r y  a n d / o r  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n ;  S y s t e m a t i c  Surveys  o f  C l a s s i c a l  

Myth w i t h o u t  E x t e n s i v e  Commentary o r  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n ;  Compara

t i v e  Mythology;  Myth and A r t ;  Myth and L i t e r a t u r e ;  Myth and 

P s y c h o lo g y ;  Myth and A n th ro p o lo g y ;  The S t r u c t u r a l  S tu dy  o f  

Myth; Mythic  T hought;  Myth and R e l i g i o n ;  Some G en e ra l  S t u d i e s  

and C o l l e c t i o n s  o f  E s s a y s ;  Some S p e c i a l i z e d  S t u d i e s ;  T r a n s 

l a t i o n s :  H e s io d ,  Homeric Hymns, Ovid;  Addendum.
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To t h e  works i n  t h e s e  f o u r t e e n  c a t e g o r i e s  P e r a d o t t o  

a p p l i e s  one  o f  s i x  r a t i n g s :  (A) S u i t a b l e  f o r  u s e  a s  an

u n d e r g r a d u a t e  t e x t b o o k ;  (B) S u i t a b l e  f o r  su p p le m e n ta ry  r e a d 

i n g  r a t h e r  t h a n  a s  a t e x t b o o k  f o r  u n d e r g r a d u a t e s ;  (C) S u i t 

a b l e  f o r  i n s t r u c t o r  r e f e r e n c e  r a t h e r  t h a n  a s  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  

u s e ;  (X) Not recommended b e c a u s e  o f  s e r i o u s  d e f e c t s  such  a s  

i n c o r r e c t  s t a t e m e n t s  o r  s e r i o u s  b i a s ;  (Y) P r i m a r i l y  s u i t a b l e  

f o r  t h e  s e c o n d a ry  s c h o o l  l e v e l  w i th  l i m i t e d  a p p l i c a t i o n  a t  

t h e  c o l l e g e  l e v e l ;  (Z) U s e f u l  a t  t h e  c o l l e g e  l e v e l  o n ly  in  

p e r i p h e r a l  c o u r s e s  t h a t  m ig h t  r e q u i r e  some knowledge o f  

m ythology .^® P e r a d o t t o ' s  c l a s s i c a l  background  and e x p e r i e n c e  

have  s e r v e d  a s  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  g u i d e s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t ,  w i t h  

few e x c e p t i o n s ,  o n l y  books i n  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  r a t i n g s  (A, B, 

and  C) have  been c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  r e v ie w .

A much more d i f f i c u l t  d e c i s i o n  was t h a t  o f  d e c i d i n g  

w h ich  o f  s e v e r a l  a lm os t  e q u a l l y  a p p e a l i n g  works u n d e r  e a c h  

c a t e g o r y  m igh t  b e s t  s e r v e  t h e  u s e s  o f  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  w i s h in g  

t o  d e v e lo p  b e t t e r  h i s  knowledge o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy .  T h is  

m a t t e r  r e q u i r e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  p e r s o n a l  judgm en t ,  th o u g h  

P e r a d o t t o ' s  e s t i m a t e s  o f  t h e  w o r th  o f  t h e  works have a l s o  

b een  c o n s i d e r e d .  The l i s t  o f  m a t e r i a l  p r e s e n t e d  in  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  pa g es  l a c k s  t h e  c a t h o l i c i t y  o f  P e r a d o t t o ' s  b o o k l e t  

i n  t h a t  t h e  s e l e c t i o n s  a r e  t a i l o r e d  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  

i n s t r u c t o r  who w i s h e s  t o  a c h i e v e  a r a t h e r  b a s i c  d e g re e  o f

P e r a d o t t o ,  p . 4.
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competency in  c l a s s i c a l  m ythology  r a t h e r  th a n  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  

who m igh t  a l r e a d y  have a s u b s t a n t i a l  knowledge o f  t h e  

s u b j e c t .

Books i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e a s  o f  P e r a d o t t o ' s  b o o k l e t  have 

been c o n s i d e r e d :  D i c t i o n a r i e s ,  S u rv ey s  ( b o t h  w i th  and w i t h 

o u t  e x t e n s i v e  comm entary) ,  Myth and L i t e r a t u r e ,  and Myth and 

P s y c h o lo g y .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  s e v e r a l  e d i t i o n s  o f  H om er 's  I l i a d  

and Odyssey w i l l  be e v a l u a t e d .  These s e l e c t e d  works a r e  

t h o s e  t h a t  w i l l  be  o f  s u b s t a n t i a l  w o r th  t o  any i n s t r u c t o r  

w i s h in g  t o  b u i l d  a  background  i n  c l a s s i c a l  m y th o log y .  The 

comments on j o u r n a l s ,  a r t i c l e s ,  and o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  sh o u ld  

p ro v e  v a l u a b l e  in  a i d i n g  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  in  h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  

o f  m y t h o l o g i c a l  i d e a s  found  i n  t h e  t e x t s .

I n s t r u c t o r  R e f e r e n c e  Books

B a s i c  t o  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r ' s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  works sh o u ld  

be a  d i c t i o n a r y  o r  r e f e r e n c e  work.  Two volumes d e s e r v e  

s p e c i a l  m e n t io n .  Of t h e  e l e v e n  volumes P e r a d o t t o  r e v i e w s  

in  t h i s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  Edward T r i p p ' s  C r o w e l l ' s  Handbook 

o f  C l a s s i c a l  Mythology i s ,  s a y s  P e r a d o t t o ,  " t h e  c l o s e s t  

t h i n g  t o  t h e  i d e a l  in  a s i n g l e  volume: numerous e n t r i e s ,

d e t a i l e d  c o v e r a g e ,  p r e c i s e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  l i t e r a r y  s o u r c e s ,  

u n p e d a n t i c  s t y l e ,  p l e a s a n t  f o r m a t . " 59

‘SQ P e r a d o t t o ,  p . 7.
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In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  f e a t u r e s  m en t io n e d ,  t h e  book h a s  

s e v e r a l  o t h e r  i t e m s  which commend i t s  u s e .  E n t r i e s  a r e  amply 

c r o s s - r e f e r e n c e d  t o  make f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  on a g iv en  t o p i c  

more c o n v e n i e n t .  For  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  who w i s h e s  t o  p u r s u e  a 

r e f e r e n c e  t o  i t s  o r i g i n ,  T r ip p  p r o v i d e s  a l l  s o u r c e s  in  d e t a i l  

where p o s s i b l e .  For  example ,  on t h e  m in o r  Olympian g o dd ess  

Hebe,  T r ip p  c i t e s  s p e c i f i c  l i n e s  i n  H om er 's  I l i a d  and 

O d y sse y , O v i d ' s  M etam orphoses , and E u r i p i d e s '  C h i ld r e n  o f

H e r a c l e s . F u r t h e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  s i x  p a g e s  o f  c l e a r l y  drawn 

maps o f  G re ec e ,  Rome, and t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  a r e a .  O th e r  

h e l p f u l  f e a t u r e s  a r e  a p r o n o u n c in g  ind ex  and t h r e e  g e n e a l o g i 

c a l  c h a r t s .  T h i s  work s h o u l d  be on t h e  b o o k s h e l f  o f  any 

i n s t r u c t o r  who t e a c h e s  c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  i n  any c a p a c i t y .

In t h i s  same c a t e g o r y  o f  r e f e r e n c e  w orks ,  a book o f  

somewhat more modest  p r o p o r t i o n s  i s  J .  E. Zimmerman's 

D i c t i o n a r y  o f  C l a s s i c a l  M y th o lo gy . ^  Though l e s s  t h a n  h a l f  

t h e  l e n g t h  o f  T r i p p ' s  Handbook, t h i s  s l i m  volume p r o v i d e s  

s u c c i n c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  on more t h a n  two th o u s a n d  e n t r i e s .  L ike  

T r i p p ' s  Handbook, e n t r i e s  a r e  t h o r o u g h l y  c r o s s - r e f e r e n c e d .  

Though t h e  book h as  no g e n e a l o g i c a l  c h a r t s ,  e ac h  e n t r y  h a s  a 

p r o n u n c i a t i o n  g u id e  t h a t  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  may f i n d  v e ry  h e l p f u l .

6 0 C r o w e l l ' s  Handbook o f  C l a s s i c a l  Mythology (New York; 
Thomas Y. C ro w e l l  C o . ,  1970) ,  p ,  261.

D i c t i o n a r y  o f  C l a s s i c a l  Mythology (New York: Bantam,
1966) .  ------------------------- ----------
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Another  v a l u a b l e  f e a t u r e  i s  a  t h i r t e e n - p a g e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t h a t  

i n c l u d e s ,  among o t h e r  t o p i c s ,  b r i e f  b u t  c o n c i s e  i n t r o d u c t i o n s  

t o  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  m y tho logy ,  m y t h o l o g i c a l  s o u r c e s ,  m y th o l 

ogy i n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  and them es  in  l i t e r a t u r e .  For t h e  

i n s t r u c t o r  who t e a c h e s  a  f u l l - t e r m  c o u r s e  i n  c l a s s i c a l  

m y tho logy ,  t h i s  s h o u l d  be a most  w o r th w h i l e  s u p p le m e n ta r y  

work. I t s  low c o s t  and p a p e rb a c k  fo rm a t  make i t  i d e a l  f o r  

s t u d e n t  u s e .

The I l i a d  and t h e  Odyssey

Inasmuch a s  t h e  I l i a d  and t h e  Odyssey a r e  m en t io n ed  by 

i n s t r u c t o r s  s u rv e y e d  a s  b e in g  used  w i t h  some f r e q u e n c y  in  

t h e i r  t e a c h i n g ,  i t  seems a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  comment n e x t  on e d i 

t i o n s  o f  t h e s e .  T h re e  e d i t i o n s  seem t o  be p o t e n t i a l l y  u s e f u l  

t o  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  and s t u d e n t s .

For  b o th  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  and t h e  s t u d e n t  w i s h i n g  t o  g a i n

a knowledge o f  t h e  I l i a d , t h e  b e s t  c h o ic e  i s  t h a t  o f  I .  A.

R i c h a r d s . R i c h a r d s '  v e r s i o n  i s  i n  l e a n ,  modern p r o s e ,  and ,  

a s  he n o t e s  i n  t h e  I n t r o d u c t i o n ,  he has  made s u b s t a n t i a l  c u t s  

i n  t h e  work,  o m i t t i n g  e n t i r e l y  Books I I ,  X, X I I I ,  and XVII, 

a s  w e l l  a s  p a s s a g e s  from o t h e r  b ooks .  The r e a s o n s  f o r  

R i c h a r d s '  c u t s  and u s e  o f  modern p r o s e  a r e  t h a t  " t h e  I l i a d  

i s  choked w i t h  dense  t h i c k e t s  o f  r e p o r t e d  p l a y - b y - p l a y

The I l i a d  o f  Homer (New York: W. W. Nor ton  and C o . ,
I n c . ,  1950) .
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f i g h t i n g  and c e l e s t i a l  p o l i t i c s  which  commonly p r e v e n t  t h e  

main s o u r c e s  o f  i t s  power from b e i n g  a p p ro a c h e d .  I have 

t r i e d  t o  make such a c l e a r a n c e ,  t o  b r i n g  t h e  p l o t  o u t  i n t o  

t h e  f u l l e s t  c l a r i t y ,  and a t  t h e  same t im e  t o  p a r a l l e l  t h i s  

c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  a c t i o n  w i t h  a s i m p l i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  

E n g l i s h  I have u sed ."® ^

Though t h e  p u r i s t  may f i n d  R i c h a r d s '  a l t e r a t i o n s  and 

a t t i t u d e  h e r e t i c a l ,  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  who i s  n o t  a c l a s s i c a l  

s c h o l a r  w i l l  f i n d  them r e f r e s h i n g .  T here  i s  n o t h i n g  in  t h i s  

v e r s i o n  t h a t  smacks o f  o v e r s i m p l i f i c a t i o n ;  what r e m a in s  i s  

Homer made c l e a r .  B e s id e s  t h e  l u c i d  and i n t r i g u i n g  i n t r o 

d u c t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  a c o n v e n i e n t  l i s t  o f  t h e  gods 

and w a r r i o r s ,  w i th  t h e  w a r r i o r s  g rouped  i n t o  two o p p o s in g  

f o r c e s .

When one moves from t h e  h e ro i s m  o f  t h e  I l i a d  t o  th e  

humanism o f  t h e  O d y sse y , he  w i l l  f i n d  two q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  

e d i t i o n s  may be h e l p f u l .  The f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  i s  A l b e r t  C o o k 's  

t r a n s l a t i o n .  T h i s  e d i t i o n  c o n t a i n s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a  p o e t i c  

r e n d e r i n g  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  poem, a c o l l e c t i o n  of  i n f o r m a t i v e  

a r t i c l e s ,  and a g l o s s a r y  and a b i b l i o g r a p h y ,  t o g e t h e r  w i th  

an i n t r i g u i n g  map.

Of t h e  two e d i t i o n s  t o  be c o n s i d e r e d ,  t h i s  one  may be 

t h e  most  h e l p f u l  t o  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r .  The c r i t i c a l  m a t e r i a l

63 Richards, p. 16.
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t h a t  accom pan ies  t h e  poem i n c l u d e s  i t e m s  in  t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s :  

Backgrounds ,  The Odyssey i n  A n t i q u i t y ,  and C r i t i c i s m .  The 

s e l e c t i o n s  i n  e ac h  c a t e g o r y  seem t o  be t h o s e  t h a t  sh o u ld  h e lp  

t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  come t o  a good u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  poem. 

P o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  b i b l i o g r a p h y  a r e  h e l p f u l l y  a n n o t a t e d .  The 

map s u g g e s t s  some p o s s i b l e  l o c a t i o n s  f o r  e v e n t s  and  p l a c e s  

m en t io ned  in  t h e  poem.

In  c o n t r a s t  w i th  C o ok 's  l i t e r a l  t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  W. H. D. 

R o u s e ' s  p r o s e  t r a n s l a t i o n . ® ^  Though i t s  o n ly  a i d s  a r e  an 

index  and an a p p e n d ix ,  t h e  in d ex  i s  a p ro n o u n c in g  one ,  and 

t h e  a p p e n d ix  makes a l i v e l y  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r .  I t  

i s  d o u b t f u l  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  f i n d  t h e  a p p en d ix  w o r th 

w h i l e ,  inasmuch a s  i t  d e a l s  w i t h  i d e a s  t h a t  a r e  o b s c u r e d  in  

t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  from Greek t o  E n g l i s h ;  t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  

though  in  E n g l i s h ,  a r e  h e a v i l y  l a c e d  w i t h  t h e  Greek  f o r  com

p a r i s o n ,  making i t  somewhat b o thersom e  r e a d i n g  f o r  t h e  r e a d e r  

no t  a c q u a i n t e d  w i th  Greek .

R o u s e ' s  t r a n s l a t i o n  h as  a g r e a t e r  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t  

who i s  u n c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  t h e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  Odyssey and who 

i s  d ismayed by t h e  th o u g h t  o f  r e a d i n g  a poem o v e r  t h r e e  

hundred  p a g e s  lo n g .  R o u s e ' s  la n g u a g e  i s  l o v e l y ,  and, a t  

t i m e s ,  c o l l o q u i a l .  A p a s s a g e  i n  Book VI o f  C o o k 's  t r a n s l a 

t i o n  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  c o n t r a s t  be tween t h e  two s t y l e s  o f

®  ̂ Homer: The Odyssey (New York: New American L i b r a r y ,
1937) .
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Rouse and Cook. P a l l a s  Athena s p e a k s  t o  N a u s i c a a ,  t h e  

d a u g h t e r  o f  King A l c in o u s ,  on whose i s l a n d  Odysseus  h a s  

washed a s h o r e :

N a u s ic a a ,  how d i d  y o u r  m o th e r  have  such  a c a r e 
l e s s  c h i l d ?

Your s h i n i n g  g a rm e n ts  l y i n g  u n c a r e d  f o r ,
And your  wedding i s  n e a r .  . . . ( V I . 2 5 .2 7 )

Rouse r e n d e r s  t h e  same l i n e s  in  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  manner:  

"Why a r e  you so  l a z y ,  N a u s i c a a ,  and w i t h  such  a  m o the r  a s  

you have?  T here  i s  a l l  t h e  f i n e  l i n e n  l y i n g  s o i l e d ,  and i t  

i s  h ig h  t im e  f o r  you t o  m arry .  . . . " 6 5

While  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  works a v a i l 

a b l e ,  t h e s e  t h r e e  a p p e a r  t o  be t h e  b e s t  s u i t e d  f o r  b o t h  t h e  

s t u d e n t  and t h e  i n s t r u c t o r .  I f  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  i s  t o  u s e  t h e  

Odyssey f o r  a f u l l - t e r m  c o u r s e  i n  c l a s s i c a l  m y th o lo g y ,  C o o k 's  

t r a n s l a t i o n  seems p r e f e r a b l e  t o  t h a t  o f  Rouse. For  i n t r o 

d u c t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e  c l a s s e s  in  which  much l e s s  t im e  i s  a l l o w 

a b l e  on t h e  poem, R o u s e ' s  s p i r i t e d  t r a n s l a t i o n  seems t h e  

b e t t e r  c h o i c e .

C las s ro o m  Tex tbooks

Having c o n s i d e r e d  r e f e r e n c e  g u i d e s  and e d i t i o n s  o f  two 

f a i r l y  commonly u sed  poems, t h e  n e x t  l o g i c a l  s e l e c t i o n  i s  

t h a t  o f  a s y s t e m a t i c  su r v e y  o f  m y t h o l o g i c a l  s t o r i e s .  As 

P e r a d o t t o  i n d i c a t e s  i n  h i s  b o o k l e t ,  t h e r e  a r e  two c a t e g o r i e s

65 Rouse, p. 73.
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o f  such  s u r v e y s ,  t h o s e  w i t h  e x t e n s i v e  commentary and t h o s e  

w i t h o u t  i t .  The i n s t r u c t o r  s e e k i n g  t o  improve h i s  background  

i n  c l a s s i c a l  m ythology  w i l l  f i n d  t h e  commentary q u i t e  v a l u 

a b l e ;  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  c l a s s  u se  in  i n t r o d u c t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e  

c o u r s e s ,  th o u g h ,  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s  becoming 

a c q u a i n t e d  w i th  a s u b s t a n t i a l  number o f  m yths  p r e c l u d e s  t h e  

u s e  o f  t e x t s  w i th  e x t e n s i v e  commentary.  In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  

r e l a t i v e  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  o f  commentary m igh t  v e ry  w e l l  d e t e r  

t h e  u n i n i t i a t e d  s t u d e n t  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .

For  i n t r o d u c t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e  c l a s s e s  i n  which c l a s s i c a l  

m ytho logy  i s  t a u g h t  by t e x t b o o k  a s s i g n m e n t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  a s  

t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  e n c o u n t e r s  m y t h o l o g i c a l  a l l u s i o n s ,  E d i t h  

H a m i l t o n ' s  Mythology seems t h e  work most  p r e f e r a b l e .

P e r a d o t t o  a d m i t s  t h a t  H a m i l t o n ' s  work i s  q u i t e  p o p u l a r  w i th  

many r e a d e r s ,  b u t  he f e e l s  t h a t  a  weakness  i s  H a m i l t o n ' s  

t e n d e n c y  t o  o v e r s i m p l i f y  m at te rs .® ®  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  f o r  t h e  

c a s u a l  s t u d e n t  o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  H a m i l t o n ' s  Mythology h as  

f e a t u r e s  which commend i t s  u s e .  I t s  I n t r o d u c t i o n  a l l u d e s  t o  

t h e  m a jo r  a n c i e n t  c l a s s i c a l  w r i t e r s  in  r e a s o n a b l e  d e t a i l .  

L a t e r  i n  t h e  t e x t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e s e  w r i t e r s  a r e  

a g a i n  m en t io n ed  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  t a l e  o r  t a l e s  which 

H am il ton  t r a n s l a t e s .  The r e a d e r  i s  t h u s  e a s i l y  a b l e  t o  

p e r c e i v e  t h a t  O v i d ' s  w r i t i n g s  have more charm, g r a c e ,  and w i t

®® P e r a d o t t o ,  pp.  15-16 .
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t h a n  t h o s e  o f  A p o l l o d o r u s .  While  such  a d i s t i n c t i o n  may be 

o b v io u s  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t  who p u r s u e s  c l a s s i c a l  s t u d i e s  i n  

d e p t h ,  i t  i s  no s m a l l  m a t t e r  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t  j u s t  b e g in n i n g  

s t u d i e s  in  m ytho logy .

In  t h i s  manner t h e  h e a d n o t e s  t h a t  p r e f a c e  each  s t o r y  in  

H a m i l t o n ' s  works r e l i e v e  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  o f  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  

c i t i n g  s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e  s t o r i e s .  F u r th e r m o r e ,  t h e  h e a d n o te s  

o c c a s i o n a l l y  p o i n t  u n o b t r u s i v e l y  t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  may be 

t h e  s o u r c e  o f  much s t i m u l a t i n g  c l a s s r o o m  d i s c u s s i o n .  For  

example ,  i n  t h e  p r e f a c e  t o  t h e  s t o r y  o f  P e r s e u s  and h i s  

d e e d s ,  Ham il ton  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  s t o r y  i s  anomalous in  t h a t ,  

o f  a l l  t h e  Greek m yths ,  i t  i s  t h e  o n ly  s t o r y  dom in a ted  by 

m a g i c . A  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  l a c k  

o f  m agic  i n  t h e  o t h e r  myths sh o u ld  l e a d  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  

p r o v o c a t i v e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n s  and p u r p o s e s  o f  m yths .

F i n a l l y ,  H am il ton  p r o v i d e s  s i x  p a g e s  o f  g e n e a l o g i c a l  

t a b l e s  and an in d e x .  The in d e x  i s  p e r h a p s  more h e l p f u l  th an  

many i n  t h a t  i t  o c c a s i o n a l l y  f u n c t i o n s  a s  a d i c t i o n a r y ,  a s ,  

f o r  example ,  t h e  e n t r y  f o r  T h a l i a :  "One o f  t h e  Three

G ra c e s ,  7 . " 67

Though H a m i l t o n ' s  Mythology might  be t h e  b e s t  c h o ic e  

f o r  u s e  in  i n t r o d u c t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e  c l a s s e s ,  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r

H am il to n ,  p. 141.

68 H am il ton ,  p. 334.
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who w i s h e s  t o  c o n s i d e r  s u r v e y s  w i th  e x t e n s i v e  commentary w i l l  

need  t o  be  a c q u a i n t e d  w i th  two t e x t s .  These  t e x t s  a r e  more 

s u i t a b l e  t h a n  H a m i l t o n ' s  f o r  use  a s  b a s i c  t e x t b o o k s  in  

f u l l - t e r m  c o u r s e s  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  each  

i s  more s u i t a b l e  f o r  b u i l d i n g  an i n s t r u c t o r ' s  background  in  

m ytho logy  th a n  i s  H a m i l t o n ' s  work in  t h a t  t h e  commentary i s  

i n t e g r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  s t o r i e s ,  making f r e q u e n t  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  

o t h e r  c r i t i c i s m  l a r g e l y  u n n e c e s s a r y .

Of t h e  two volumes c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e ,  t h e  

b e s t  one i s  P h i l i p  M ayerson ' s  C l a s s i c a l  Mythology i n  L i t e r a 

t u r e ,  A r t , and M us ic . T h i s  volume r e t e l l s  t h e  m yths  and adds  

v a l u a b l e  e x p l a n a t o r y  and i n t e r p r e t i v e  commentary. O the r  f e a 

t u r e s  t h a t  make t h e  book e s p e c i a l l y  u s e f u l  a r e  i t s  e x c e l l e n t  

map o f  t h e  Greek w o r ld ,  numerous g e n e a l o g i c a l  t a b l e s  t h r o u g h 

o u t  t h e  book,  and i t s  g e n e r a l  p r o n u n c i a t i o n  g u id e  i n  t h e  

in d e x .  P e r a d o t t o  c o n c lu d e s  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  

book i s  i t s  u s e  o f  many l i t e r a r y  q u o t a t i o n s ,  i t s  th o r o u g h  

b i b l i o g r a p h y ,  and i t s  s y s t e m a t i c  o r g a n iz a t i o n .® ®

I f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  one o f  t h e  b e t t e r  p o i n t s  o f  

M ayerson ' s  t e x t ,  i t  i s  p e r h a p s  t h e  w eak es t  p o i n t  o f  an 

o t h e r w i s e  e x c e l l e n t  t e x t b o o k  in  t h e  same c a t e g o r y .  Many o f  

t h e  redeem ing  q u a l i t i e s  o f  M a y e r s o n 's  book, th ough  w i th  some 

im p o r t a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  a r e  found in  M ichae l  G r a n t ' s  Myths

®® P e r a d o t t o ,  p .  13.
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o f  t h e  Greeks  and Romans (New York: New American L i b r a r y ,

1962) .  I t  h a s ,  as  does  M a y e r s o n ' s  t e x t ,  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  

i n t e r s p e r s e d  th r o u g h o u t  t h e  t e x t .  I t  a l s o  has  s i x  pag es  o f  

maps, b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e s e  a r e  much l e s s  d i s t i n c t l y  

r e p r o d u c e d  t h a n  a r e  t h e  maps i n  e i t h e r  T r ip p  o r  Mayerson.

I t  h a s ,  however,  tw e lv e  g e n e a l o g i c a l  t a b l e s  a t  s t r a g e t i c  

l o c a t i o n s  in  t h e  book; f u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e s e  t a b l e s  a r e  

c r o s s - i n d e x e d ,  a sm a l l  b u t  p o t e n t i a l l y  u s e f u l  p o i n t ,  one n o t  

found in  Mayerson.  T h i s  vo lum e ,  a s  P e r a d o t t o  n o t e s  (p .  9 ) ,  

i s  v e r y  c l e a r l y  w r i t t e n ,  w i t h  even d i f f i c u l t  m a t t e r s  

e x p l a i n e d  c l e a r l y .  The b i b l i o g r a p h y  i s  so  com pressed  t h a t  

i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  l o c a t e  i t e m s ,  b u t  i t s  c o g en t  a n n o t a t i o n  

i s  v e r y  v a l u a b l e  f o r  t h e  s c h o l a r  o r  i n t e r e s t e d  i n s t r u c t o r  

w i th  some b ackground  in  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy .  The commentary 

in  G r a n t ' s  work may be v e r y  v a l u a b l e ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  

s e e k i n g  a b r o a d ,  c o m p re h en s iv e  knowledge o f  c l a s s i c a l  

m ytho logy ,  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  M a y e r s o n 's  book makes i t  a  

somewhat b e t t e r  c h o ic e .

M y th o lo g ic a l  C r i t i c i s m

Commentary i s  c r i t i c i s m ,  and t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  who f i n d s  

h i s  a p p e t i t e  f o r  more m y t h o l o g i c a l  c r i t i c i s m  g r e a t e r  t h a n  

e i t h e r  Mayerson o r  G ran t  p r o v i d e s  may w ish  t o  c o n s i d e r  a 

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  m y th o l o g i c a l  c r i t i c i s m .  C r i t i c i s m ,  th o u g h ,  

l i k e  t h e  t o p i c  i t s e l f ,  i s  e x c e e d i n g l y  v a r i e d ,  b o t h  in  sco pe
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and q u a l i t y .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  few works  which  a r e  

e s p e c i a l l y  v a l u a b l e  in  g i v i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t e d  b u t  l a r g e l y  

u n in fo rm e d  i n s t r u c t o r  a good sa m p l in g  o f  m y t h o l o g i c a l  c r i t i 

c ism .  The b e s t  volume in  t h i s  a r e a  i s  John V i c k e r y ' s  Myth 

and L i t e r a t u r e  ( L i n c o l n ,  N e b raska :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N eb raska

P r e s s ,  1966) .

V i c k e r y ' s  book i s  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h i r t y - f o u r  e s s a y s  on 

myth and l i t e r a t u r e ,  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  m a jo r  c a t e g o r i e s — 

t h e  N a tu re  o f  Myth, Myth and L i t e r a t u r e ,  and Myth and 

C r i t i c i s m .  Some o f  t h e  e s s a y s  a r e  r a t h e r  b r o a d ,  t e n d i n g  

to w ard  d e f i n i t i o n  o r  m a jo r  h y p o t h e s e s ,  such  a s  N o r th ro p  

F r y e ' s  c l a s s i c  e s s a y  "The A r c h e ty p e s  o f  L i t e r a t u r e , "  o r  

Clyde K lu c k h o h n ' s  "Myth and R i t u a l s :  A G e n e ra l  T h e o r y . "

O t h e r s  a r e  more s p e c i f i c ,  d e a l i n g  e i t h e r  w i th  a  l i t e r a r y  

p e r i o d  and g e n r e  o r  w i t h  a  s p e c i f i c  work.  Examples a r e  

H e r b e r t  W e i s i n g e r ' s  "The Myth and R i t u a l  Approach t o  Shake

s p e a r e a n  T rag e d y "  and John E. H a r t ' s  " The Red Badge o f  

Courage a s  Myth and Symbol ."  As ide  from t h e  j u d i c i o u s  

s e l e c t i o n  o f  e s s a y s ,  two o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  make t h e  book a good 

c h o i c e .

Each e s s a y ,  o r  i n  some c a s e s  g r o u p s  o f  e s s a y s ,  i s  p r e 

ceded  by an i l l u m i n a t i n g  h e a d n o te  w h ich  may summarize  t h e  

m a jo r  i d e a s  i n  t h e  e s s a y ,  p o i n t  o u t  p e r t i n e n t  f e a t u r e s ,  con

t r a s t  t h a t  e s s a y  w i th  a n o t h e r ,  o r  s im p ly  make an e n l i g h t e n 

ing  comment on t h e  e s s a y .  These r e m a r k s  add a s e n s e  o f
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c o n t i n u i t y  t o  t h e  d i s c r e t e  e s s a y s  and e n a b l e  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  

s e e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among i d e a s .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  book has  an 

e x c e l l e n t  b i b l i o g r a p h y  t h a t  p o i n t s  t h e  i n t e r e s t e d  r e a d e r  t o  

s t i l l  o t h e r  v a l u a b l e  works i n  t h e  s e v e r a l  b r a n c h e s  o f  

m y t h o l o g i c a l  c r i t i c i s m .

P s y c h o l o g i c a l  C r i t i c i s m

Of a l l  t h e  l a b y r i n t h i n e  b r a n c h e s  o f  m y t h o l o g i c a l  c r i t i 

c i sm ,  t h e  a r e a  most  e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  and 

p r o b a b l y  t o  t h e  p o p u l a r  i m a g i n a t i o n  o f  h i s  s t u d e n t s  i s  t h a t  

o f  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c r i t i c i s m .  To many c r i t i c s  and s t u d e n t s  o f  

l i t e r a t u r e ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c r i t i c i s m  i s  t h a t  which  i s  b u i l t  

on t h e  t h e o r i e s  o f  Sigmund F re u d .  A s i z e a b l e  g roup  o f  

s c h o l a r s ,  th o u g h ,  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  i d e a s  o f  F r e u d ' s  s t u d e n t  and 

o n e - t i m e  p a r t n e r  C a r l  Jung c o n t r i b u t e  g r e a t l y  t o  o u r  u n d e r 

s t a n d i n g  o f  mythology  and o t h e r  l i t e r a t u r e .  Even a s  t h e  two 

men had d i f f e r i n g  t h e o r i e s  o f  human n a t u r e  t h a t  e v e n t u a l l y  

c a u s e d  them t o  c e a s e  com m unica t ion  w i t h  each  o t h e r ,  so  t h e r e  

i s  d i s a g r e e m e n t  among s c h o l a r s  t h a t  t h e  t h e o r i e s  o f  b o t h  men 

s h o u ld  be c a l l e d  " p s y c h o l o g i c a l "  t h e o r i e s  o f  c r i t i c i s m .

T h is  i s s u e  o f  t h e  d i f f e r i n g  t h e o r i e s  o f  t h e  two men i s

c l e a r l y  e x p l a i n e d  in  W i l f r e d  G u e r i n ' s  work,  A Handbook o f
70C r i t i c a l  A p p r o a c h e s . 1 G u e r in  n o t e s  t h a t  J u n g ' s  t h e o r i e s

70 With E a r l e  G. L abor ,  Lee Morgan, John R. W il l ingham ,  
A Handbook o f  C r i t i c a l  Approaches  t o  L i t e r a t u r e  (New York: 
H a rp e r  and Row, 19 6 6 ) ,  pp .  84 -1 5 0 .
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a r e  u s u a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  m ost  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  m y tho logy ,  and t h a t  

w h i l e  m y t h o l o g i c a l  c r i t i c i s m  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c r i t i c i s m  have 

t h i n g s  i n  common, t h e  two a p p ro a c h e s  a r e  " d i s t i n c t ,  and 

m y tho lo g y  [ i . e . ,  m y t h o l o g i c a l  c r i t i c i s m ]  i s  w id e r  in  i t s  

s c o p e .  F o r  example, what p s y c h o a n a l y s i s  a t t e m p t s  t o  d i s c l o s e  

a b o u t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  t h e  s t u d y  o f  myth r e v e a l s  

a b o u t  t h e  mind and c h a r a c t e r  o f  a p e o p l e .  And j u s t  a s  dreams 

r e f l e c t  t h e  u n c o n s c io u s  d e s i r e s  and a n x i e t i e s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d 

u a l  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  t h e  s t u d y  o f  myth r e v e a l s  a bou t  t h e  mind and 

c h a r a c t e r  o f  a p e o p le .  And j u s t  a s  dreams r e f l e c t  t h e  

u n c o n s c i o u s  d e s i r e s  and a n x i e t i e s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  so  myths

a r e  t h e  sy m b o l ic  p r o j e c t i o n s  o f  a p e o p l e ' s  h o p e s ,  v a l u e s ,
71f e a r s ,  a n d  a s p i r a t i o n s . " '

W hi le  t h e  r e l a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e s e  two t h e o r i e s  on 

l i t e r a t u r e  may be a moot p o i n t ,  t h e  t h e o r i e s  o f  Ju n g ia n  

p s y c h o l o g y  on th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  m y tho logy  i s  o f  such  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h a t  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  who w i s h e s  t o  examine a 

common l i n k  between c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  and m y th o l o g i e s  o f  

o t h e r  c u l t u r e s  cannot  a f f o r d  t o  i g n o r e  J u n g ' s  t h e o r i e s .

Of s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  may be J u n g ' s  

i d e a s  on t h e  hero f i g u r e  i n  w or ld  l i t e r a t u r e .  Jung o b s e r v e d  

t h a t  t h e  m y th o lo g ie s  o f  d i s p a r a t e  c u l t u r e s  were s t r i k i n g l y  

s i m i l a r  i n  t h e i r  p a t t e r n s  o f  d e p i c t i n g  h e r o e s  and t h e i r

^  Guerin, pp. 116-17.
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b a t t l e s  o r  q u e s t s .  Anthony S t o r r  e x p l a i n s  J u n g ' s  t h o u g h t s

on t h i s  m a t t e r :

We a l l  s t a r t  l i f e  a s  h e l p l e s s  c h i l d r e n .  We a l l  
have t o  e m a n c ip a t e  o u r s e l v e s  from p a r e n t s  and 
o t h e r  a d u l t s  and f a c e  l i f e  and i t s  c h a l l e n g e s  
i n d e p e n d e n t l y .  I f  we do n o t  su c c e e d  in  d o in g  so ,  
we w i l l  n e i t h e r  a t t a i n  a p o s i t i o n  in  t h e  w o r ld  ( a  
t h r o n e )  n o r  r e a c h  s u f f i c i e n t  h e t e r o s e x u a l  m a t u r i t y  
t o  win  a m ate  ( t h e  b e a u t i f u l  p r i n c e s s ) .  I n s t e a d  
we s h a l l  be  d e s t r o y e d  by t h e  d ra g o n ;  and e v e ry o n e  
must s u r e l y  be  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  one f a m i l y  
i n  which  a son  h a s  been  d e s t r o y e d  by a d rag o n  o f  
a m o th e r  f rom  whom he h a s  been u n a b le  t o  e m a n c ip a te  
h i m s e l f ,  even  i f  i t  was he who made h e r  i n t o  one  by 
h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  s e e k  f reedom . Hero m yths  o r i g i 
n a t i n g  from d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e s  a r e  s i m i l a r  b e c a u s e  
o u r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r o g r e s s  t h r o u g h  l i f e  i s  s i m i l a r ,  
w h e th e r  we were  r e a r e d  i n  New York o r  b e lo n g  t o  
t h e  N e t s i l i k  Eskimos;  w h e th e r  we l i v e  i n  t h e  
t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  o r  i n  t h e  f i f t h  c e n t u r y  b e f o r e  
C h r i s t .72

J u n g ' s  i d e a s  on t h e  h e ro  f i g u r e  were s y n t h e s i z e d  by t h e  

American m y t h o l o g i s t  J o s e p h  Campbell  i n  a s c h o l a r l y  y e t  

h i g h l y  r e a d a b l e  book,  The Hero w i th  a Thousand F a c e s  (New

York: World P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  195 6 ) .  I t s  a l l - e m b r a c i n g  t h e o r y

o f  he ro  s i m i l a r i t y  g i v e s  t h e  s e r i o u s  s c h o l a r  o r  t h e  i n t e r 

e s t e d  i n s t r u c t o r  l i m i t l e s s  p o i n t s  o f  d e p a r t u r e  f o r  eng ag in g  

c la s s r o o m  d i s c u s s i o n s .

T y p i c a l l y ,  t h e  h e ro  f i g u r e  has  a d i v i n e  b i r t h .  L a t e r ,  

i n  h i s  c h i l d h o o d ,  c e r t a i n  d i v i n e  s i g n s  s u g g e s t  h i s  s p e c i a l  

r o l e  a s  a f u t u r e  l e a d e r .  A f t e r  a p e r i o d  o f  m e d i t a t i o n  t h e  

h e ro  b e g i n s  h i s  q u e s t  f o r  an e l i x i r  o f  l i f e  o r  some o t h e r  

a p p r o p r i a t e  e le m e n t  sy m b o l ic  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o r  s a l v a t i o n ,

72 C^ 0L_ Jung (New York: Viking Press, 1973), p. 31.
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e i t h e r  p e r s o n a l  o r  c u l t u r a l .  The r e m a in in g  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  

t h e  j o u r n e y  o f  t h e  h e ro  i s  t a k e n  d i r e c t l y  from C a m p b e l l ' s  

b o o k :

The m y t h o l o g i c a l  h e ro ,  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  from h i s  
common-day h u t  o r  c a s t l e ,  i s  l u r e d ,  c a r r i e d  away, 
o r  e l s e  v o l u n t a r i l y  p r o c e e d s ,  t o  t h e  t h r e s h o l d  o f  
a d v e n t u r e .  There  he e n c o u n t e r s  a shadow p r e s e n c e  
t h a t  g u a rd s  t h e  p a s s a g e .  The he ro  may d e f e a t  o r  
c o n c i l i a t e  t h i s  power and go a l i v e  i n t o  t h e  k i n g 
dom o f  t h e  d a r k  ( b r o t h e r - b a t t l e , d rag o n  b a t t l e ;  
o f f e r i n g ,  ch a rm ) ,  o r  be s l a i n  by t h e  opponen t  and 
d e sc e n d  in  d e a t h  (d ismemberment ,  c r u c i f i x i o n ) .
Beyond t h e  t h r e s h o l d ,  t h e n ,  t h e  h e ro  j o u r n e y s  
t h r o u g h  a w o r ld  o f  u n f a m i l i a r  y e t  s t r a n g e l y  
i n t i m a t e  f o r c e s ,  some o f  which  s e v e r e l y  t h r e a t e n  
him ( t e s t ) ,  some o f  which g i v e  m a g ic a l  a i d  
( h e l p e r s ) .  When he a r r i v e s  a t  t h e  n a d i r  o f  h i s  
m y t h o l o g i c a l  ro u nd ,  he u n d e rg o e s  a supreme o r d e a l  
and g a i n s  h i s  r e w a rd .  The t r i u m p h s  may be r e p r e 
s e n t e d  a s  t h e  h e r o ' s  s e x u a l  u n io n  w i t h  t h e  
g o d d e s s -m o th e r  o f  t h e  world  ( s a c r e d  m a r r i a g e ) ,  
h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  by t h e  f a t h e r - c r e a t o r  ( f a t h e r  
a to n e m e n t ) ,  h i s  own d i v i n i z a t i o n  ( a p o t h e o s i s ) ,  o r  
a g a i n — i f  t h e  powers have rem a ined  u n f r i e n d l y  t o  
him-—h i s  t h e f t  o f  t h e  boon he came t o  g a in  
( b r i d e - t h e f t ; f i r e - t h e f t ) ;  i n t r i n s i c a l l y  i t  i s  an 
e x p a n s io n  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  and t h e r e w i t h  o f  b e in g  
( i l l u m i n a t i o n ,  t r a n s f i g u r a t i o n ,  f r e e d o m ) .  The 
f i n a l  work i s  t h a t  o f  t h e  r e t u r n .  I f  t h e  powers 
have b l e s s e d  t h e  h e r o ,  he now s e t s  f o r t h  u n d e r  
t h e i r  p r o t e c t i o n  ( e m i s s a r y ) ;  i f  n o t ,  he f l e e s  and 
i s  p u r s u e d  ( t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  f l i g h t ,  o b s t a c l e  
f l i g h t ) .  At t h e  r e t u r n  t h r e s h o l d  o f  t h e  t r a n 
s c e n d e n t a l  powers must  rem a in  b e h in d ;  t h e  h e ro  
r e - e m e r g e s  f rom t h e  kingdom o f  d re a d  ( r e t u r n ,  
r e s u r r e c t i o n ) .  The boon t h a t  he b r i n g s  r e s t o r e s  
t h e  w o r ld  ( e l i x i r ) . 7 3

A lthough  t h e  t h e o r i e s  o f  Jung  and F reu d  a r e  c l e a r l y  o u t 

l i n e d  in  G u e r i n ' s  p r e v i o u s l y  m en t io n ed  book,  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  

who w i s h e s  more d e t a i l e d  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f  F r e u d ' s  i d e a s  t h a t

73 Campbell, pp. 245-46.
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may a p p ly  t o  m y tho logy  sh o u ld  c o n s u l t  H e n d r ik  M. R u i t e n b e e k ' s  

a n th o lo g y  o f  c r i t i c i s m ,  P s y c h o a n a l y s i s  and L i t e r a t u r e  (New 

York: E. P. D u t ton  and C o . ,  I n c . ,  1964) .  T h is  book c o n t a i n s

s i x t e e n  e s s a y s ,  a l l  d e a l i n g  in  one  way o r  a n o t h e r  w i t h  t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  F r e u d ' s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t h e o r i e s  on l i t e r a t u r e .  

N a t u r a l l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  a r t i c l e s  which have no d i r e c t  

b e a r i n g  on c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  a s  such .  S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  

e s s a y s ,  th o u g h ,  s h o u l d  s t i m u l a t e  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r ' s  i n t e r e s t  

in  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  F r e u d ' s  i d e a s  a s  a p p l i e d  t o  m y tho logy ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  s t o r y  o f  O ed ipus .

To t h i s  l i s t  o f  books s u g g e s t e d  f o r  t h e i r  w o r th  t o  t h e  

i n s t r u c t o r ,  one must  add P e r a d o t t o ' s  f r e q u e n t l y  c o n s u l t e d  

b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  g u i d e .  The i n s t r u c t o r  who l a c k s  a background  

in  c l a s s i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  o r  mythology  and who w is h e s  t o  b u i l d  

h i s  b ackground  in  t h a t  a r e a  w i l l  f i n d  P e r a d o t t o ' s  b r i e f  b u t  

i n c i s i v e  comments t o  be an e x c e l l e n t  g u id e  in  h i s  s e l e c t i o n  

o f  r e a d i n g  m a t e r i a l .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  th o u g h ,  t h e r e  i s  no 

b i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  com p arab le  w o r th  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  t o  

h e l p f u l  a r t i c l e s  in  j o u r n a l s .  Of some v a l u e  i s  a c o m p i l a 

t i o n  by Gregory  I .  S t e v e n s  e n t i t l e d  Myth, F o l k l o r e , and 
74L i t e r a t u r e . T h is  i s  a l i s t i n g  o f  a r t i c l e s  and books on 

t o p i c s  o f  m ytho logy  and f o l k l o r e ,  w i th  a l l  e n t r i e s  l i s t e d

^  Myth, F o l k l o r e , and L i t e r a t u r e  (Ann Arbor ,  M ich igan :  
C e n te r  f o r  t h e  C o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  A nc ien t  and Modern S t u d i e s ,  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M ich ig an ,  1 972) .
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a l p h a b e t i c a l l y .  T h e re  i s  no c r i t i c a l  e v a l u a t i o n  and no 

a p p a r e n t  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  e n t r i e s .  A lso ,  

t h e r e  i s  no s e p a r a t e  c a t e g o r y  f o r  a r t i c l e s .  The i n s t r u c t o r  

who w is h e s  t o  p u r s u e  f u r t h e r  r e a d i n g  in  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy  

w i l l  f i n d  t h i s  work t o  be o f  l i m i t e d  v a l u e .

A r t i c l e s

The whole  f i e l d  o f  j o u r n a l s  and  h e l p f u l  a r t i c l e s  i s  

comparab ly  b l e a k .  The i n s t r u c t o r  who i s  a n o n - s p e c i a l i s t  i n  

c l a s s i c s  w i l l  f i n d  d i s a p p o i n t i n g l y  few a r t i c l e s  t o  h e l p  him 

g a in  new i d e a s  o r  t o  r e l a t e  new i d e a s  t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  

c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy .  A l though  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  j o u r n a l s  

which i n c l u d e  a r t i c l e s  t h a t  d e a l  w i t h  c l a s s i c a l  m y th o lo g y ,  

t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  most  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  a r e  u s u a l l y  t o o  

e s o t e r i c  f o r  a l l  b u t  t h e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  c l a s s i c a l  s c h o l a r .  In  

a d d i t i o n ,  t h e i r  sco p e  may be  to o  r e s t r i c t e d  f o r  much u s e  by 

t h e  n o n - s p e c i a l i s t .  For  exam ple ,  t h e  C l a s s i c a l  R ev iew , a 

B r i t i s h  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  p u b l i s h e s  p r i m a r i l y  r e v i e w s  o f  books 

on c l a s s i c a l  t o p i c s .  Two o t h e r  j o u r n a l s  a r e  p o t e n t i a l l y  of  

more h e lp  t o  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r :  t h e  C l a s s i c a l  World, p u b l i s h e d

a t  P e n n s y l v a n i a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  e i g h t  t im e s  a y e a r ,  and t h e  

C l a s s i c a l  B u l l e t i n , p u b l i s h e d  by t h e  Depar tm ent  o f  C l a s s i c a l  

Languages a t  S t .  L o u i s  U n i v e r s i t y .  Some a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e s e  

j o u r n a l s  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  t h e  c l a s s i c s ,  a s  

f o r  example  Mark M o r f o r d ' s  e s s a y  "E xpand ing  H o r iz o n s  i n  t h e
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75C l a s s i c a l  H u m a n i t i e s . "  More o f t e n ,  th o u g h ,  t h e  t e n o r  o f  

a r t i c l e s  i s  com parab le  t o  an a r t i c l e  by A l f r e d  P. D o r jahn  and 

W il l iam  D. F a i r c h i l d  e n t i t l e d  "E x tem poraneous  E le m e n ts  in  t h e
no.

O r a t i o n s  o f  L y s i a s . " '

Only t h e  C l a s s i c a l  J o u r n a l , p u b l i s h e d  by t h e  Depar tm en t  

o f  C l a s s i c s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Iowa, seems t o  be u s e f u l  t o  t h e  

n o n - c l a s s i c a l  i n s t r u c t o r .  A r t i c l e s  a p p e a r  w i t h  some f r e 

quency on t o p i c s  o f  g e n e r a l  i n t e r e s t ,  such  a s  J .  K. Ander-
7 7s o n ’s  e s s a y  "The T r o j a n  Horse  A g a in . "  ' At t i m e s ,  t o o ,  

i n s t r u c t o r s  d e s c r i b e  t h e i r  methods  o f  t e a c h i n g  or  d e v i s i n g  

a c o u r s e  i n  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy ,  a s  f o r  example  R ob e r t  J .  

S c h o r k ’s  a r t i c l e  " C l a s s i c a l  M y th o lo g y ."^8

More o f t e n ,  t h o u g h ,  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  may have  t o  t u r n  t o  

t h e  g e n e r a l  j o u r n a l s  o f  E n g l i s h ,  such  a s  C o l l e g e  E n g l i s h  o r  

E n g l i s h  J o u r n a l  f o r  h e l p f u l  i d e a s  on t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  

c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy .  Most o f  t h e  s e v e r a l  dozen  a r t i c l e s  

I r e v ie w e d  w h i l e  g a t h e r i n g  m a t e r i a l  f o r  t h e  handbook had 

o n ly  l i m i t e d  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  c o l l e g e  i n s t r u c t o r  o f

"Expanding  H o r iz o n s  in  t h e  C l a s s i c a l  H u m a n i t i e s , "  
C l a s s i c a l  W o r ld , 66 (1 9 7 2 ) ,  3 -1 2 .

"E x tem poraneous  E le m e n ts  in  t h e  O r a t i o n s  o f  L y s i a s , "  
C l a s s i c a l  B u l l e t i n , 43 (1 9 6 6 ) ,  17 -25 .

^  "The T ro ja n  Horse  A g a in , "  C l a s s i c a l  J o u r n a l ,  66 
(1 9 7 0 ) ,  22 -2 5 .

"Classical Mythology," Classical Journal, 64 (1969),
117-23.
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E n g l i s h  who l a c k s  a  background  in  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy .  They 

were e i t h e r  t o o  e s o t e r i c  f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n  a t  t h e  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  

l e v e l ,  o r  t h e y  were d e s i g n e d  f o r  t e a c h e r s  a t  t h e  g r a d e  s c h o o l  

o r  h ig h  s c h o o l  l e v e l .  Of t h e  a r t i c l e s  I judged  t o  be u s e f u l  

f o r  t h e  c o l l e g e  i n s t r u c t o r ,  f o u r  seemed t o  have s p e c i a l  

s i g n i f i c a n c e .

Though t h e  word " r e l e v a n c e "  may have t a k e n  on f a d d i s h

c o n n o t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  p a s t  d e c a d e ,  t e a c h e r s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  have

a lw ays  been f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  p rob lem  of  c o n v in c in g  s t u d e n t s

t h a t  good l i t e r a t u r e  i s  a lw ays  c u r r e n t  and t h a t  i t s  them es

a r e  n e v e r  o u t r u n  by s o c i e t a l  a d v a n c e s .  To t h e  t e a c h e r

s e a r c h i n g  f o r  i d e a s  t o  r e l a t e  c l a s s i c a l  m ythology  t o  c u r r e n t

p ro b lem s ,  S a r a  H ick m a n 's  a r t i c l e  " W h a t ' s  R e le v a n t  i n  C l a s s i -
79c a l  L i t e r a t u r e "  may p ro v e  a v a l u a b l e  i n s p i r a t i o n .  Though 

t h e  a r t i c l e  does  n o t  r e s t r i c t  i t s e l f  t o  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy ,  

i t  q u i t e  e f f e c t i v e l y  compares  t h e  p l i g h t s  o f  h e r o e s  i n  

c l a s s i c  works t o  t h e  p l i g h t s  o f  modern man. Hickman draws 

g e n e r o u s l y  on s c e n e s  from Homer' s I l i a d  and Odyssey a s  she  

v e ry  a b ly  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  t h e  e m o t io n s  and a c t i o n s  o f  

A c h i l l e s ,  H e c t o r ,  and O dysseus  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  f a c e d  by 

many o f  u s  to d a y .  The a r t i c l e  c l e a r l y  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  need 

f o r  a s t u d y  o f  c l a s s i c s  by t o d a y ' s  s t u d e n t s .  I t  i s  a 

w e l l - w r i t t e n  and s t i m u l a t i n g  a r t i c l e .

"W h a t ' s  R e le v a n t  in  C l a s s i c a l  L i t e r a t u r e , "  E n g l i s h  
J o u r n a l , 59 (1 9 7 0 ) ,  375 -79 .



90

An a r t i c l e  t h a t  e x e m p l i f i e s  H ickm an 's  t h e s i s  i s  t h a t  o f
Oft

C a r l  L a d e n s a c k . L a d e n s a c k  d e m o n s t r a t e s  h i s  t e a c h i n g  o f  

c l a s s i c a l  m ythology  in  a  modern c o n t e x t .  He e x p l a i n e d  t o  

h i s  h ig h  s c h o o l  c l a s s e s  t h e  s t o r y  o f  T heseu s  and t h e  m ino-  

t a u r ,  and th e n  asked  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i f  t h e y  c o u ld  f i n d  modern 

p a r a l l e l s  a round  them. He s t a t e s  t h a t  q u i t e  a few c i t e d  t h e  

s c h o o l  i t s e l f  a s  a l a b y r i n t h ,  t h e  t e a c h e r s  a s  t h e  m i n o t a u r ,  

and some boys ,  he n o t e s  w i t h  amusement,  c o n f e s s e d  t o  h a v in g  

f em a le  h e l p  (A r i a d n e )  t o  g e t  them s a f e l y  th r o u g h  s c h o o l .  He 

a l s o  m e n t io n s  t h e  u se  o f  p a i n t i n g s  which  h i s  s t u d e n t s  v iew ed ,  

k e e p in g  i n  mind,  a s  t h e y  d i d ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  and t h e  i d e a  of  

t h e  l a b y r i n t h .

Two a r t i c l e s  on a somewhat more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  l e v e l  

s u g g e s t  a b r o a d e r  l a t i t u d e  o f  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  in  t h e  i n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n  and a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  c l a s s i c a l  mytho logy .  Fo r  an 

i n t e r e s t i n g  m y t h i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  a famous American 

s h o r t  s t o r y  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  w i l l  f i n d  M a r j o r i e  B r u n e r ' s  

a r t i c l e  t o  be w e l l  w o r th  r e a d i n g .  B r u n e r ' s  t h e s i s  i s  t h a t  

W ashing ton  I r v i n g ' s  p o p u l a r  "Legend o f  S leepy  Hollow" i s  

r e a l l y  a " r o l l i c k i n g  p a ro d y  o f  a n c i e n t  Greek myths and r i t e s  

o f  Greek f e r t i l i t y  c u l t s ,  a comic s t o r y  o f  d e a t h  and r e b i r t h ,  

f e r t i l i t y  and i m m o r t a l i t y . " 8 -̂

80 nrphg Amazing L a b y r i n t h :  An Ancien t-M odern  H u m a n i t i e s  
U n i t , "  E n g l i s h  J o u r n a l ,  62 (1 9 7 3 ) ,  4 0 2 -0 9 .

81 "Legend o f  S l e e p y  Hollow: A M y th o lo g ic a l  P a r o d y , "  
C o l l e g e  E n g l i s h , 25 ( 1 9 6 4 ) ,  274 -83 .
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B r u n e r ' s  c o n t e n t i o n  i s  t h a t  I r v i n g  f e l t  t h e  C l a s s i c s  had 

been  in  a sc e n d e n c e  t o o  l o n g ,  and i t  was t im e  f o r  them t o  be 

c o n s i d e r e d  l e s s  s e r i o u s l y .  B r u n e r ' s  a r t i c l e  i s  f a s c i n a t i n g ,  

c o n v i n c i n g ,  and e asy  t o  r e a d ,  even  f o r  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  w i t h  

o n l y  a  s l i g h t  background  i n  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho lo g y .  I t  i s  

i d e a l l y  s u i t e d  t o  be d u p l i c a t e d  and a s s i g n e d  t o  c l a s s e s ,  

e i t h e r  in  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i th  c o p i e s  o f  I r v i n g ' s  t a l e  o r  a f t e r  

r e - t e l l i n g  t h e  p o p u l a r  s t o r y .  A ccord ing  t o  B ru n e r ,  Brom 

Bones,  t h e  b u l l y  o f  t h e  s t o r y ,  i s  an e a r t h y  American H e r c u l e s  

(p .  2 74 ) ,  K a t r i n a  Van T a s s e l l  i s  t h e  c o rn  g o d d e ss  Demeter 

(p .  274) ,  w h i l e  Ichabod  i s  a m ix t u r e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  god 

A ch e lo o s ,  who once fo u g h t  H e r c u l e s ,  and a  comic w o r s h ip p e r  

o f  t h e  s e c r e t  r i t e s  a t  E l e u s i s  (p .  2 7 9 ) .  H is  w i ld  n i g h t  

r i d e  i s  a p a ro d y  o f  i n i t i a t i o n  r i t e s  (p p .  2 8 2 - 8 3 ) .  Whether 

one  t a k e s  su c h  an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t o  i t s  f u l l e s t  e x t e n t  o r  

n o t ,  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  sh o u ld  

s t i m u l a t e  some s e r i o u s  d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  t h e  v a l u e  o f  myth 

b e i n g  used  a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  s t o r i e s ,  e i t h e r  s e r i o u s  o n e s  o r  

comic o nes .

For t h e  r e a d e r  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  myths 

b u t  w i s h in g  t o  g a in  a  b r o a d e r  b a s i s  b e f o r e  a p p l y i n g  one 

method o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  James F. K r a p p ' s  a r t i c l e  w i l l  be 

q u i t e  v a l u a b l e . K r a p p ' s  t h e s i s  i s ,  i n  h i s  own w ords ,  " t o

82 " P r o t e u s  i n  t h e  C lass room :  Myth and L i t e r a t u r e
T o d a y ,"  C o l l e g e  E n g l i s h , 34 (1 9 7 3 ) ,  796 -805 .
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p o se  a q u e s t i o n :  what k i n d s  o f  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  e x i s t  i n  t h e

co n te m p o ra ry  s t u d y  o f  myth f o r  i l l u m i n a t i n g  works o f  l i t e r a 

t u r e  in  f r e s h  w ay s?"83 He th e n  g i v e s  a  t h u m b n a i l  i n t r o d u c 

t i o n  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  i d e a s  o f  F reud  and Jung  a s  

w e l l  a s  t h e  newer s t r u c t u r a l i s t  t h e o r i e s  o f  C laude  

L e v i - S t r a u s s ,  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e i r  t h e o r i e s  in  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  The a r t i c l e  p r e s u p p o s e s  no 

p r e v i o u s  knowledge o f  myth c r i t i c i s m  and s e r v e s  a s  a good 

i n t r o d u c t i o n  f o r  someone c o n t e m p l a t i n g  a s t u d y  o f  m y th ic  

c r i t i c i s m .  I t  i s ,  in  a l l  r e s p e c t s ,  a  v e r y  s o l i d  a r t i c l e .

A u d i o - v i s u a l  A ids

T h is  c h a p t e r  c o n c l u d e s  w i t h  a r e v i e w  o f  two s o u r c e s  o f  

a u d i o - v i s u a l  m a t e r i a l  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  i s  most  l i k e l y  t o  u s e ,  

maps and f i l m s t r i p - s o u n d  r e c o r d i n g  u n i t s .  My own e x p e r i e n c e  

w i t h  maps a s  an a i d  in  t e a c h i n g  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy  h a s  con

v in c e d  me t h a t  t h e y  a r e  o f  l i m i t e d  v a l u e .  They may be u se d  

most  e f f e c t i v e l y  t o  convey t h e  i d e a  t h a t  G reece  i s  a rocky  

l a n d  w i t h  many m i l e s  o f  c o a s t  l i n e  and many s m a l l  i s l a n d s  

i n  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  s e a ,  a l l  o f  which  a r e  m en t io n ed  f r e 

q u e n t l y  in  t h e  v a r i o u s  m y ths .  I f  w a l l  maps a r e  t o  be u se d ,

two maps seem s u i t a b l e .  "The Achaean World 1500-1200 B .C ."
84and "Greek  and P h o e n i c i a n  C o l o n ie s  and Commerce," "The

83 Krapp, p .  805.
O A "The Achaean World" and "Greek and P h o e n i c i a n  

C o l o n ie s "  drawn by James H. B r e a s t e d  and C a r l  F. Huth ,  J r .  
(C h icago :  D en oy e r -G ep p e r t  Co . ,  1967) .
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Achaean World" h a s  a s e p a r a t e  i n s e t  o f  C r e t e  and shows i t s  

r e l a t i o n  t o  m a in la n d  Greece  more c l e a r l y  t h a n  d o e s  "Greek 

and P h o e n i c i a n  C o lo n ie s  and Commerce." The l a t t e r  map shows 

more c l e a r l y  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  a n c i e n t  T roy ,  making i t  more 

u s e f u l  in  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  I l i a d  o r  t h e  O d y s se y .

Maps, o f  c o u r s e ,  a r e  u se d  most  commonly in  c o n j u n c t i o n  

w i t h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  l e c t u r e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  m a t e r i a l .  The 

i n s t r u c t o r  who w i s h e s  an a l t e r n a t i v e  method o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  

m igh t  wish  t o  c o n s i d e r  f i l m s t r i p s  and accompanying c a s s e t t e s  

o r  r e c o r d s .  However, a r e v i e w  o f  two su ch  u n i t s  p rov ed  v e r y  

d i s a p p o i n t i n g .

The f i r s t  such  u n i t  rev ie w ed  i s  "Mythology i s  A l iv e  and
O K

W e l l . "  The u n i t  c o n s i s t s  o f  two f u l l - c o l o r  f i l m s t r i p s ,  

two c a s s e t t e s ,  and a D i s c u s s i o n  Guide f o r  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r .

The p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  u n i t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  D i s c u s s i o n  Guide ,  

i s  " t o  g i v e  t h e  s t u d e n t  a  s im p le  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  a s u b j e c t  

which o f t e n  seems more d i f f i c u l t  t h a n  i t  i s . " °

The m a t e r i a l  does  no t  a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  aim w i t h  any 

d e g r e e  o f  t h o r o u g h n e s s .  The D i s c u s s i o n  Guide i s  t o o  s im 

p l i s t i c  t o  be o f  any r e a l  v a l u e  t o  t h e  c o l l e g e  i n s t r u c t o r .  

For  exam ple ,  i t  s i d e s t e p s  t h e  complex q u e s t i o n  o f  m y t h o l o g i 

c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  by "showing from t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t h a t  e a c h

88 "Mythology i s  A l iv e  and W e l l , "  ( P l e a s a n t v i l l e , New 
York: Guidance  A s s o c i a t e s  o f  P l e a s a n t v i l l e ,  19 70 ) .

88 "Mythology i s  A l iv e  and W e l l , "  p .  7.
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k in d  o f  myth o f  t h e  gods i s  a f a b l e  i n  which n a t u r a l
87phenomena o r  k i n d s  o f  b e h a v i o r  a r e  p e r s o n i f i e d . "  The f i l m 

s t r i p s  a r e  o f  no more v a l u e ,  inasmuch as  t h e y  a r e  r e s t r i c t e d  

t o  an i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  d e i t i e s  and some commentary on 

t h e i r  a t t r i b u t e s .  F u r th e r m o r e ,  P a r t  I o f  t h e  f i l m s t r i p  d o es  

no t  d i s t i n g u i s h  a d e q u a t e l y  between t h e  Roman and Greek names 

f o r  t h e  go d s .  Thus,  w h i l e  Zeus and P o s e id o n  a r e  g iv e n  t h e i r  

Greek names, t h e i r  b r o t h e r  Hades i s  i n e x p l i c a b l y  c a l l e d  

P l u t o ,  w i th  no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  h i s  Greek name i s  o t h e r w i s e . 8** 

A nother  such  u n i t  c o n s i d e r e d  i s  "Myths and Legends o f  

A n c ien t  G re ec e ,  S e t s  I and I I . " 8® L ik e  i t s  c o u n t e r p a r t  j u s t  

r e v ie w e d ,  t h i s  u n i t  h a s  s e v e r a l  d e f i c i e n c i e s .  The T e a c h e r ' s  

Notes  a r e  b o t h  i n a c c u r a t e  and m i s l e a d i n g .  For  exam ple ,  one 

s t a t e m e n t  i s  t h a t  " i n  a lm o s t  a l l  t h e  m y th s ,  t h e  h e ro  h as  t o  

u n d e r t a k e  a t a s k  o r  a q u e s t  which seems t o  h o ld  c e r t a i n

d e a t h — u s u a l l y  in  o r d e r  t o  p rov e  h i m s e l f  o r  t o  win a  woman 
90in  m a r r i a g e . "  Though t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  i s  c o r r e c t  f o r  q u i t e  

a few m yths ,  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  i t  i s  t r u e  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r 

i t y  o f  myths i s  i n c o r r e c t .  A lso ,  t h e  Notes  deny t h e  b a s i s  

f o r  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  C a r l  J u n g ' s  t h e o r i e s  by d e n y in g  t h a t  t h e

87 "Mythology i s  A l iv e  and W e l l , "  p .  7.

88 "Mythology i s  A l iv e  and W e l l , "  p .  27.

8® "Myths and Legends o f  A nc ien t  Greece"  ( P l e a s a n t v i l l e ,  
New York: E d u c a t i o n a l  Audio V i s u a l  I n c . ,  n . d . ) .

"Myths and Legends," p. 1.



95

s i m i l a r i t i e s  between m y t h o l o g i e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e s  a r e  

a n y t h i n g  more th a n  " s i m i l a r i t i e s  o f  d e t a i l  r a t h e r  t h a n  o f  

c e n t r a l  theme.

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

In  summary, t h e  f i l m s t r i p s  and accompanying sound 

r e c o r d i n g s  and t e a c h e r  g u i d e s  a r e  n o t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  g e n e r a l  

u s e  i n  c o l l e g e  c l a s s e s .  In t h e  han ds  o f  a d i s c e r n i n g  

i n s t r u c t o r ,  t h e  m a t e r i a l  m ig h t  be o f  l i m i t e d  v a l u e  in  i n t r o 

d u c in g  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy .  But i t  seems t h a t  t h e  d i s 

c r e p a n c i e s  n o t e d  sh o u ld  p r e c l u d e  a l l  b u t  a most  c a r e f u l  and 

l i m i t e d  u s e  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l s .  Fo r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s ,  t h e  

i n s t r u c t o r  c o n s i d e r i n g  a p u r c h a s e  o f  t h e s e  o r  s i m i l a r  u n i t s  

sh o u ld  weigh  c a r e f u l l y  t h e  w o r th  o f  such  a p u r c h a s e .

The i n s t r u c t o r  who w ish e s  t o  make a s y s t e m a t i c  and 

f r u i t f u l  v e n t u r e  i n t o  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy  w i l l  f i n d  ample 

m a t e r i a l  t o  h e lp  him. The p r im e  d i f f i c u l t y  i s  t h a t  so much 

a v a i l a b l e  i s  e i t h e r  t o o  e s o t e r i c  t o  be  u n d e r s t o o d  e a s i l y  o r  

t o o  t h i n  and p o o r l y  o r g a n i z e d  t o  be u s e f u l .  However, w i t h  

a d i c t i o n a r y  o r  r e f e r e n c e  g u i d e ,  a s u r v e y  w i th  e x t e n s i v e  

commentary, and P e r a d o t t o ' s  b o o k l e t  a s  an i n v a l u a b l e  g u i d e — 

he w i l l  have  t h e  b a s i c  m a t e r i a l  f o r  a r e w a r d in g  s tu d y  l e a d 

in g  t o  a r i c h e r  background  i n  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy .

"Myths and Legends," p. 1.
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CONCLUSION

In  my r e s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  handbook I n o t i c e d  w i t h  a  s e n s e  

o f  u n e a s e  t h a t  p u b l i s h e d  l i t e r a t u r e  on t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  

h u m a n i t i e s  o f t e n  assumes a p e s s i m i s t i c  u n d e r t o n e ,  s u g g e s t i n g  

t h a t  i f  t h e  h u m a n i t i e s  a r e  n o t  dead ,  t h e y  a r e  m or ibund .  But 

such j e r e m i a d s  a r e  i n  s h a r p  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  

answ ers  found  in  i n f o r m a l  q u e r i e s  t o  t e a c h e r s  o f  c l a s s i c a l  

m y tho logy  a t  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s .  While  t h i s  c h a p t e r  

i s  no a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  c l a s s i c a l  m ythology  i s  t h e  b e l l w e t h e r  

of  a r e v i v e d  i n t e r e s t  in  t h e  h u m a n i t i e s ,  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  

c h a p t e r  s h o u ld  be a n a lo g o u s  t o  Mark T w a i n ' s  w i d e ly  q u o te d  

remark t h a t  r e p o r t s  o f  h i s  d e a t h  had been  g r e a t l y  e x a g g e r a t e d .

The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  n e i t h e r  a summary o f  

m a t e r i a l  examined in  t h e  handbook n o r  i s  i t  m e r e ly  an e x h o r 

t a t i o n  c h am p ion in g  t h e  w o r th  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy  in  t h e  

l a r g e r  f ramework o f  t h e  c l a s s i c s .  Any s c h o l a r l y  v e n t u r e  

needs  commentary i f  i t  i s  t o  be more t h a n  a  mere  compendium 

of  f a c t s ,  s t a t i s t i c s ,  and s u g g e s t e d  p r o c e d u r e s .  The m a jo r  

p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  t o  comment on s e v e r a l  m a jo r  

r e l a t e d  p ro b lem s  i n  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy .
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The i s s u e s  of  t h e s e  p rob lem s  a r e  r e f l e c t e d  o n ly  i n c i 

d e n t a l l y  in  t h e  p u b l i s h e d  l i t e r a t u r e  on t e a c h i n g  c l a s s i c a l  

m ytho logy ,  a n d  t o  t h e  same e x t e n t  in  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e  i n  C h a p te r  I I .  However, t h e s e  p ro b lem s  were  

r e v e a l e d  in  l e t t e r s  and  in  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  c o l 

l e a g u e s .  W hi le  th e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  and commentary on t h e s e  

m a t t e r s  i s  i n  l a r g e  m easu re  s u b j e c t i v e ,  I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  com

m e n ta ry  w i l l  be  as  r e v e a l i n g  a s  t h e  p u b l i s h e d  m a t e r i a l  i n  

p u t t i n g  a f i n g e r  on t h e  p u l s e  o f  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  c l a s s i c a l  

m ythology  i n  c o l l e g e s .

My q u e r i e s  by m a i l  and in  p e r s o n  p ro d u ce d  a c o r n u c o p i a  

o f  h e l p f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n — s y l l a b i ,  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s ,  t e a c h i n g  

s u g g e s t i o n s ,  and s t a t e m e n t s  o f  p rob lem s .  Such an u n e x p e c te d  

l a r g e s s e  p ro m p ts  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  one need  n o t  d e f e r  h i s  

i n q u i r i e s  i n  t h i s  d i s c i p l i n e  u n t i l  he w r i t e s  a d i s s e r t a t i o n .  

I n s t r u c t o r s  were  e a g e r  t o  s h a r e  e x p e r i e n c e s  and i d e a s ,  and ,  

in  t u r n ,  w ere  e a g e r  t o  r e c e i v e  my f i n d i n g  g a t h e r e d  in  t h e  

p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  th e  handbook.  Such h e l p f u l  r e c i p r o c i t y  m igh t  

be u se d  more o f t e n  by i n s t r u c t o r s  in  a q u andary  ab o u t  p r e 

p a r i n g  e i t h e r  a u n i t  o r  a new c o u r s e  in  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy .

One f r e q u e n t l y  m en t io n ed  p rob lem  i s  t h a t ,  t h o u g h  t h e  

m y th o l o g i c a l  t a l e s  e x i s t  a lo n e ,  t h e y  a r e  most  commonly found 

i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i th  o t h e r  l i t e r a t u r e .  I f  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  i s  

e v a l u a t i n g  a  work o r  i s  t e a c h i n g  h i s  s t u d e n t s  t o  e v a l u a t e  a 

work  in  w h ich  myths o r  a myth p l a y s  a dom inant  r o l e ,  he has
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t o  a s c e r t a i n  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  s t a n d s  on i t s  own 

m e r i t s  o r  w h e th e r  (and  t o  what e x t e n t )  myth i s  a p a r t  o f  i t s  

s t r u c t u r e  o r  theme. For  exam ple ,  i n  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  w o r th  o f  

A e s c h y lu s '  P rom etheus  Bound o r  S h e l l e y ' s  P ro m e theus  Unbound, 

one must  d e c i d e  t o  what e x t e n t  t h e  work i s  d e p en d e n t  on t h e  

myth f o r  i t s  v a l u e .  That i s ,  do we c o n s i d e r  t h e  myth o f  

P ro m e theus  p o w e r fu l  a s i d e  from i t s  u s e  i n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  o r  i s  

t h e r e  a  s o r t  o f  h a lo  e f f e c t ,  t h e  drama h a v in g  a k in d  o f  

b u r n i s h i n g  e f f e c t  on t h e  myth? The same q u e s t i o n  a p p l i e s  t o  

o t h e r  works o f  l i t e r a t u r e  b a se d  l a r g e l y  on m ytho logy .  Though 

t h e  myth o f  O edipus  e x i s t e d  lo n g  b e f o r e  S o p h o c l e s '  t r i l o g y ,  

we o f t e n  t e n d  t o  t h i n k  o f  Oedipus  o n ly  in  r e l a t i o n  t o  

S o p h o c l e s '  O edipus  T yrannus  o r  Oedipus  a t  C o l o n u s .

A n o th e r  p rob lem  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o p o r t i o n s  seems t o  be 

a  f e e l i n g  o f  s k e p t i c i s m  a s  t o  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  c l a s s i c a l  

m ytho logy  can be t a u g h t  p r o f i t a b l y  i n  l e s s  t im e  t h a n  a 

f u l l - t e r m  c o u r s e .  C l o s e l y  a l l i e d  w i th  t h i s  f e e l i n g  i s  t h e  

i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  f reshm en  and sophomore s t u d e n t s  a r e  p e r h a p s  

i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  t o o  u n s o p h i s t i c a t e d  t o  p r o f i t  from a b r i e f  

e x p o s u r e  t o  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy .  These  i d e a s  a r e  c o n t r a r y  

t o  a  m a jo r  t h e s i s  o f  t h e  handbook which i s  t h a t  a b r i e f  

i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  c l a s s i c a l  m ythology  can be e f f e c t i v e .  Though 

I c an n o t  s u b s t a n t i a t e  my b e l i e f ,  I f e e l  t h a t  many i n s t r u c t o r s  

who e x p r e s s  a r e l u c t a n c e  t o  i n t r o d u c e  c l a s s i c a l  m ythology 

s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  in  an i n t r o d u c t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e  do so
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b e c a u s e  t h e y  do n o t  s e e  any l o g i c a l  sy s tem  o f  s t r u c t u r i n g  a 

b r i e f  u n i t .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  p l a n  I p r o p o s e  f o r  t h e  s y l l a b u s  

( C h a p te r  I I I )  w i l l  e f f e c t i v e l y  o b v i a t e  t h i s  p rob lem .

A more p e r p l e x i n g  p rob lem  t o  e v a l u a t e  o r  d e s c r i b e  i s  

t h e  a t t i t u d e  among some i n s t r u c t o r s  t h a t  c l a s s i c a l  m yths  a r e  

p r i m a r i l y  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  amusing s t o r i e s  t h a t  have l i t t l e  

r e f e r e n c e  t o  e v e ry d a y  l i f e ;  o r  p e r h a p s  t h e y  a r e  seen  a s  

s o p h i s t i c a t e d  f a b l e s ,  v a l u a b l e  f o r  t h e i r  " m o r a l . "  I t  i s  t r u e  

t h a t  t h e s e  same i n s t r u c t o r s  may show some s l i g h t  d e f e r e n c e  t o  

c l a s s i c a l  m y th o lo gy ,  u s u a l l y  in  t h e  form o f  a c l i c h e  t h a t  

c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  p o s t u l a t e s  a s e t  o f  " u n i v e r s a l  v a l u e s . "  

More o f t e n  t h a n  n o t ,  th o u g h ,  t h e s e  same i n s t r u c t o r s  f a i l  t o  

s u p p o r t  t h i s  to k e n  a s s e r t i o n  w i th  any k in d  o f  s y s t e m a t i c  

a p p ro a c h  t o  t h e i r  t e a c h i n g  o f  m y tho logy .

The c a u s e s  o f  t h i s  l a t t e r  p rob lem  may be d i f f i c u l t  t o  

a s c e r t a i n ,  th o u g h  two r e a s o n s  seem t e n a b l e .  F i r s t ,  a  l a c k  

o f  fu n d am e n ta l  knowledge  ab o u t  c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  m ig h t  w e l l  

be  a p a r t  o f  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  t y p e  o f  r e s p o n s e .  Though 

q u i t e  a  few of  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r s  q u e s t i o n e d  s t a t e d  t h e y  had a 

knowledge o f  H a m i l t o n ' s  M y th o log y , few m en t ion ed  h a v in g  

r e a d  any c r i t i c i s m  o r  s u r v e y s  w i t h  e x t e n s i v e  commentary.

A se co n d  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  a t t i t u d e  s te m s  i r o n i c a l l y  from 

one o f  t h e  c h i e f  r e w a r d s  o f  m y tho logy— i t s  r i c h n e s s  o r  com

p l e x i t y .  Thus,  w h i l e  one i n s t r u c t o r  may t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  myth 

o f ,  s a y ,  O ed ipus  h as  p r i m a r i l y  a p s y c h o l o g i c a l  b a s i s ,  a n o t h e r
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may be s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h e  myth i s  b a s i c a l l y  a sun w o rsh ip  

c e l e b r a t i o n  imbedded in  l a t e r  m y t h o l o g i c a l  a c c r e t i o n s .  A 

t h i r d  p e r s o n  may r e j e c t  b o th  o f  t h e s e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  f e e l 

i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  t o o  l i t t l e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  i n t e r p r e t a 

t i o n  and n o t  enough l o g i c a l  c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  v iew 

f o r  a r e a l l y  d e f e n s i b l e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .

There  i s  no e a sy  r e s o l u t i o n  o r  answ er  t o  any o f  t h e  

i s s u e s  m en t io n ed .  As t o  w h e th e r  c o l l e g e  freshmen o r  sopho

m ores  a r e  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  e q u ip p e d  t o  p r o f i t  from a b r i e f  

e x p o s u re  t o  c l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy ,  i t  s h o u l d  be o b v io u s  t h a t  

d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  t h e r e  i s  a  g r e a t e r  p r o 

p o r t i o n  o f  a c a d e m ic a l l y  weak s t u d e n t s  t h a n  t h e r e  i s  a f t e r  

a t t r i t i o n  h as  t a k e n  i t s  t o l l .  Thus t h e r e  i s  some j u s t i f i c a 

t i o n  f o r  t h e  a s su m p t io n  t h a t  some f re sh m e n  and sophomores 

c a n n o t  p r o f i t  by t h e i r  s t u d y  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m ythology .  But 

t h i s  same p r i n c i p l e  a p p l i e s  t o  a l l  o t h e r  c o u r s e s  n o r m a l ly  

t a u g h t  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  two y e a r s  o f  c o l l e g e .  T h e re  seems 

t o  be no r e a s o n  why c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  sh o u ld  be i n h e r e n t l y  

more d i f f i c u l t  t h a n  o r g a n i c  c h e m i s t r y  o r  F re n ch ,  b o t h  com

monly t a u g h t  in  t h e  f reshm an  and sophomore y e a r s .

The o t h e r  p rob lem — t h a t  m ytho logy  i s  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  

n a i v e  f o l k  t a l e s  o r  m y s t i c a l  s k e t c h e s  beyond o u r  r e a l  com

p r e h e n s i o n — i s  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e a l  w i t h .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  

m y t h o l o g i c a l  t a l e s  e v o lv e  i n  a manner unknown t o  s c h o l a r s ,  

b u t  i t  seems i m p l a u s i b l e  t o  assume t h a t  i f  t h e  t a l e s  were
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c r e a t e d  o n ly  f o r  amusement o r  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  i n e x p l i c a b l e  

t h e y  cou ld  have had su ch  an e n d u r i n g  f a s c i n a t i o n  f o r  g e n e r a 

t i o n s  o f  w r i t e r s  and r e a d e r s .  No c l e a r e r  e v i d e n c e  e x i s t s  

t h a n  th e  r i c h  p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  F re n ch  

d r a m a t i s t s  who have s t r u c t u r e d  p l a y s  on myths o r  have 

r e - w r i t t e n  myths  t o  s u i t  t h e i r  p u r p o s e s .

There  i s  no e a s y  answer  t o  such  a complex p rob lem .

F i r s t ,  i t  s h o u ld  be r e a l i z e d  t h a t  w h i l e  i t  i s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  

t o  f a m i l i a r i z e  o n e s e l f  w i t h  most of  t h e  m ajor  m y t h o l o g i c a l  

t a l e s  w i th  some c a r e f u l  r e a d i n g ,  a t t a i n i n g  a l i k e  d e g re e  o f  

comprehens ion  o f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e s e  t a l e s  i s  a  f a r  more 

demanding and i n v o lv e d  t a s k .  One p r o b a b ly  w i l l  f e e l  more 

drawn toward  c e r t a i n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  h i s  

e d u c a t i o n a l  b a c k g ro u n d s .  I f ,  f o r  example ,  one h a s  a b a ck 

ground in  h i s t o r y  o r  r e l i g i o n ,  he may w e l l  d e v e l o p  an 

a f f i n i t y  f o r  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  I f  h i s  b a c k 

ground i s  i n  p sy c h o lo g y ,  he may t e n d  t o  se e  t h e  m y t h o l o g i c a l  

s t o r i e s  as  b e in g  more sym b o l ic  o f  m an 's  i n n e r  f e e l i n g s .

Yet t h e  p ro b lem s  i n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a r e  o b v i o u s .  I f  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  a r e  o f f e r e d  t o  a c l a s s ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  e v i d e n t  

p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  may be i l l  s u i t e d  f o r  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  myth.  I f  no i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  o f f e r e d ,  t h e  n a r 

r a t i v e  of  t h e  myth may be  to o  i n s u b s t a n t i a l  f o r  d e t a i l e d  

a n a l y s i s ,  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  i t  acco m p an ie s  o r  by 

i t s e l f .  Too, f reshm an and sophomore s t u d e n t s  have  r a r e l y
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d e v e lo p e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e i r  f i r s t  E n g l i s h  c o u r s e s ,  a 

f a c i l i t y  f o r  r e a l l y  c r i t i c a l  l i t e r a r y  a n a l y s i s ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  

a s k i n g  them t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  meaning  o f  m y th s  w i t h o u t  o f f e r i n g  

some h e lp  may be  a f r u s t r a t i n g  and f r u i t l e s s  e n d e a v o r .

I f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  have a n e ed  f o r  d e v e l o p in g  a h a b i t  of  

c a r e f u l  l i t e r a r y  a n a l y s i s ,  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  i s  i n v a l u a b l e  f o r  

t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  who works  w i th  c l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy  i n  o t h e r  

forms o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  There  can  n e v e r  be  an easy  answ er  nor  

a  d e f i n i t i v e  answer t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  w h e th e r  J e a n  A n o u i l h ' s  

A n t ig on e  i s  s u p e r i o r  t o  t h a t  o f  S o p h o c le s ,  bu t  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  

sh o u ld  be aware t h a t  b o th  works  can be s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  ana

l y z e d  t o  d e te r m in e  how m ytho logy  f u n c t i o n s  in  each  one.

We may say  in  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  g r a p p l i n g  w i th  t h e s e  

p ro b lem s  i s  a k in  t o  Menelaus t r y i n g  t o  w r e s t  a n sw e r s  from 

t h e  e v e r - c h a n g i n g  P r o t e u s  who i n  th e  Odyssey  c h a n g e s  i n t o  a 

r a g i n g  l i o n  and a f i r e  b e f o r e  he assumes an th ro p o m o rp h ic  

p r o p o r t i o n s .  And t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  who w i s h e s  t o  make headway 

w i t h  t h e s e  p ro b lem s  must assume t h e  i n q u i r i n g  mind o f  

O ed ip us ,  t h e  c o u ra g e  o f  T h e s e u s ,  and t h e  t e n a c i t y  o f  

O dy sseu s ,  f o r  h i s  l a b o r s ,  l i k e  t h o s e  o f  S i s y p h u s ,  w i l l  be 

n e v e r - e n d i n g .  However, l i k e  H e r c u l e s ,  i f  he p e r s e v e r e s ,  

he  w i l l  be r e w a rd e d ,  though  n o t  w i th  t h e  go lden  a p p l e s  of  

t h e  H e s p e r i d e s ,  b u t  w i t h  a b e t t e r  knowledge of  how c l a s s i c a l  

m ytho logy  i s  t h e  s t o r y  o f  a l l  o f  m a n k i n d ' s  de ed s ,  b o t h  n o b le
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and i g n o b l e ,  r e m a r k a b le  and u n r e m a r k a b le ;  and more t h a n  

t h a t ,  he w i l l  have a b e t t e r  knowledge o f  t h o s e  d e e d s .  For 

t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h o s e  a c h ie v e m e n t s  a r e  wha t  g r e a t  l i t e r a t u r e  

r e a l l y  i s .
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MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY 

Depar tm ent  o f  E n g l i s h  

MURFREESBORO, TENNESSEE 37130 

March 27, 1974

Chairman,  D epar tm en t  o f  E n g l i s h  
_________  S t a t e  J u n i o r  C o l le g e

Dear

I am p r e s e n t l y  on l e a v e  from E n t e r p r i s e  S t a t e  J u n i o r  
C o l l e g e ,  and I am in  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  s t a g e s  o f  r e s e a r c h  
on my d i s s e r t a t i o n .  Though I have n o t  y e t  c o m p l e t e ly  
d e f i n e d  t h e  sco p e  o f  my t a s k ,  I t e n t a t i v e l y  p l a n  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  i n n o v a t i v e  a p p ro a c h e s  i n  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of 
C l a s s i c a l  m y tho logy  a t  s e l e c t e d  c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  
I hope th e n  t o  u se  t h e  i d e a s  I have g l e a n e d  f rom  my
r e s e a r c h  t o  d e s i g n  a c u r r i c u l u m  u n i t  t h a t  w i l l  f i t  in
w e l l  w i t h  t h e  f reshm an and sophomore c o m p o s i t i o n  o r  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e s  i n  A labam a 's  p u b l i c  
j u n i o r  c o l l e g e s .

I n eed  your h e l p  in  t h i s  H e rc u le a n  t a s k .  I f  you and 
your  d e p a r tm e n t  members c o u ld  t a k e  a few m in u te s  t o  
r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  e n c l o s e d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s ,  I would b e  most 
g r a t e f u l .  I am e n c l o s i n g  two b r i e f  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  for  
you and 12 q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  f o r  t h e  members of y o u r  d e p a r t 
ment .  I f  i t  w o n ' t  r u s h  you to o  much, i t  would h e l p  me 
o u t  i n  many ways i f  you c o u ld  r e t u r n  t h e  c o m p le te d  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  in  t h e  s tam ped ,  s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  e n v e lo p e  
by T uesday ,  A p r i l  9.

F i n a l l y ,  i f  you have s y l l a b i  o f  your  E n g l i s h  c o m p o s i t io n
and i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e s ,  they  w o u ld  help 
me v e r y  much i n  d e s i g n i n g  a w o r t h - w h i l e  u n i t  i n  t h e  t e a c h  
in g  o f  C l a s s i c a l  m ytho logy .  Also ,  I would a p p r e c i a t e  i t  
i f  you c o u ld  send  me a copy o f  your s c h o o l ' s  c a t a l o g .
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I w i l l  be g l a d  t o  s h a r e  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  my l a b o r s  w i t h  you 
when my r e s e a r c h  i s  c o m p le te d .

Again ,  th a n k  you, and I hope t o  s e e  you a t  t h e  n e x t  y e a r '  
m e e t in g  o f  AAJC.

S i n c e r e l y ,

M ichae l  H. B e a s le y
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QUESTIONNAIRE 
(To be f i l l e d  o u t  by t h e  d e p a r t m e n t a l  ch a i rm a n )

1. Name o f  c o l l e g e __________________________________________________

2. Approx im ate  e n r o l l m e n t  o f  c o l l e g e ____________________________

* 3. Number o f  t e a c h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  y o u r s e l f ,  who r e g u l a r l y
t e a c h  E n g l i s h  c o m p o s i t i o n  o r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  l i t e r a t u r e  
c o u r s e s ___________________________________________________________

4.  What t e x t s  a r e  u s e d  in  y o u r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  l i t e r a t u r e  
c o u r s e s :

1 .

2 .

3.

4.

5.

5. Do you f e e l  i t  would be f e a s i b l e  f o r  your  c o l l e g e  t o  o f f e r  
a s e p a r a t e  c o u r s e  in  C l a s s i c a l  (G reek  and Roman) m ythology?

6. I f  f e a s i b i l i t y  were no b a r r i e r ,  would you l i k e  t o  have
y ou r  c o l l e g e  o f f e r  C l a s s i c a l  m y th o lo g y  as  a s e p a r a t e
c o u r s e ? ___________________________________________________________

7. Which b e s t  d e s c r i b e s  y o u r  f e e l i n g s  to w a rd  t h e  i n c l u s i o n
o f  C l a s s i c a l  mythology  i n  f re shm an  and sophomore com pos i 
t i o n  and i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e s ?  ( c i r c l e  o n e )

E s s e n t i a l  Somewhat d e s i r a b l e

H ig h ly  d e s i r a b l e Not d e s i r a b l e



8. O th e r  comments

Appendix B

* By " i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e s "  I mean th o se  
c o u r s e s  i n  f reshm an  o r  sophomore E n g l i s h  which  may r e q u i r e  
some c o m p o s i t i o n  s k i l l s  b u t  which a l s o  s t r e s s  s e l e c t i o n  o f  
l i t e r a r y  works o t h e r  t h a n  n o n - f i c t i o n  e s s a y s .

M ichae l  H. B e a s l e y  
Depar tm ent  o f  E n g l i s h  
Middle T en nessee  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
M u r f r e e s b o ro ,  T en n e sse e  37130
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QUESTIONNAIRE

(To be f i l l e d  o u t  by i n s t r u c t o r s  who t e a c h  one o r  more 
i n t r o d u c t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e s  o r  c o m p o s i t io n  c o u r s e s  
t h a t  i n c l u d e  a s u b s t a n t i a l  amount o f  l i t e r a t u r e  o t h e r  
t h a n  n o n - f i c t i o n  e s s a y s . )

Many o f  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  were a d a p t e d  from a q u e s t i o n n a i r e  
by Lloyd J e f f r e y  i n  h i s  a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  "The T ea ch in g s  
o f  C l a s s i c a l  Mythology:  A R ecen t  S u rv e y ,"  The C l a s s i c a l
J o u r n a l ,  64 (1 9 6 9 ) ,  312-21 .  P l e a s e  c i r c l e  t h e  answ ers  o f  
y ou r  c h o i c e .

Yes No (1 )  Do you i n c l u d e  t h e  s y s t e m a t i c  t e a c h i n g  o f  
C l a s s i c a l  (Greek  and  Roman) m ytho logy  a s  a 
p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u r s e s  you t e a c h  i n  c o m p o s i t io n  
o r  i n t r o d u c t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e ?

Yes No (2 )  Have you e v e r  t a k e n  a  c o u rs e  e x c l u s i v e l y  in
C l a s s i c a l  m y th o lo g y ?

Yes No (3 )  Have you e v e r  t a k e n  a  c o u rs e  ( i n  f o l k l o r e ,
f o r  i n s t a n c e )  in  w h ic h  you made a s e r i o u s  
s t u d y  o f  one o r  more  C l a s s i c a l  myths?

Yes No (4 )  Have you found  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  who e n t e r  your
c l a s s e s  w i t h  some knowledge o f  C l a s s i c a l  
m ytho logy  a r e  b e t t e r  a b le  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  
l i t e r a r y  a l l u s i o n s  t h a n  t h o s e  l a c k i n g  such  
knowledge?

Yes No (5 )  Do you f e e l  t h a t  n o n - r e m e d ia l  E n g l i s h  compo
s i t i o n  c o u r s e s  o r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  l i t e r a t u r e  
c o u r s e s  sh o u ld  i n c l u d e  some s y s t e m a t i c  
a p p ro a c h  t o  t h e  C l a s s i c  m yths?

Much Moderate  S l i g h t  (6 )  Of what  v a lu e  h a s  your  knowl
ed g e  o f  C l a s s i c a l  m ythology 
b een  in  your t e a c h i n g s  o f  
l i t e r a t u r e ?

Much Moderate  S l i g h t  (7 )  Of wha t  im p o r ta n c e  i s  C l a s s i c a l
m ytho logy  in  t h e  s tu d y  o f  
l i t e r a t u r e ?
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Over 50% 25-50% Under 25% (8)

Much M o d e r a t e  S l i g h t  (9 )

A p p r o x im a te ly  what  p e r c e n t  
o f  your  s t u d e n t s  e n t e r  
y o u r  c o m p o s i t i o n  o r  i n t r o 
d u c t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e  c l a s s e s  
w i t h  a kno w led g e  o f  a t  
l e a s t  s i x  m a j o r  m yths?  
( e . g . ,  H o m e r ' s  I l i a d  o r  
O d y s se y ; V e r g i l ' s  A e n e i d ; 
t h e  d e e d s  o f  H e r c u l e s  o r  
P ro m e th e u s ;  t h e  names o f  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  most  o f  
t h e  O l y m p ia n s . )

What v a l u e  do you f e e l  you 
m ig h t  d e r i v e  f rom  a  c a r e f u l l y  
d e s i g n e d  s y l l a b u s  on t h e  t e a c h 
ing  o f  C l a s s i c a l  m y th o lo g y ?

10 . I f  y o u  t e a c h  C l a s s i c a l  m y th o log y  in  y o u r  c o u r s e s ,  
p l e a s e  n o t e  t h e  t e x t ( s )  you u s e :

H a m i l t o n ' s  Mythology

_H. J .  R o se ,  A Handbook o f  Greek  Mythology 

I l i a d ; ____________ Odyssey

O th e r s  ( p l e a s e  s p e c i f y )

11 , For com m ents ,  p l e a s e  u s e  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  o f  t h i s  
s h e e t .

Thank you

P l e a s e  r e t u r n  t h i s  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  t o  y o u r  D e p a r tm e n ta l  
C h a i rm an
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