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Ou:.n_ S\.uo_u:;: and Nell rn<5 gather around with musicians to play old-time folk music at Uncle Dave Macon Days festival in Murfreesboro on Saturday.

Community celebrates Dave Macon

By CALLIE DURHAM
Statt Writer

The 32nd annual Uncle Dave Macon
Days, a family festival featuring crafts,
music and family activities, was held at
Cannonsburgh Village to honor the co-
median and singer-songwriter.

“My family loves the music, the crafts
and all the activities for the families,”
said Misty Marlin, a parent in atten-
dance. “It is fun for the whole family.”

Marlin said her favorite part of the
festival is torn between the music and
the crafts. She said “if you asked my two
children, they would say their favorites
are the ‘bouncies’ and the food.”

The festival had various vendors, selling
everything from fresh squeezed lemonade
and homemade fried pies to jewelry, can-
dles, garden signs, brooms, wall ornaments,
birdhouses and even old fashion jams and
jellies. The festival also plays host to musi

cal performances and competitions.

“We try to keep the competitions as
fair and square as we possibly can,” said
Avent Lane, chairmen of the judges for
Uncle Dave Macon Days. “You’d be sur-
prised; in my past years working in this
position there have been hardly any has-
sles at all regarding a ruling.”

Lane said she likes to make sure each
judge is knowledgeable, has past experi-
ence judging or really knows the genre of
music they are judging.

“We are trying to stay as true as we can
[to Uncle Dave’s form of music], which
is difficult to maintain because it is al-
ways evolving,” Lane said.

Lane said that most of the people who are
actually working the event are volunteers.
She said people volunteer because the event
art of Rutherford County:.
said she has

is an essential p
Dessie Barkes, a festivalgoer,
been attending the festival for several years.

“I love all of it, but my favorite part of
the festival would probably be the blue-
grass,” Barkes said. “I love listening to
the music and meeting new people.”

Contestant and violinist, Steven Alonso
said he chose to participate in this compe-
tition mostly just for personal experience.
Alonso said ET& he likes most about play-
ing the violin is “just the joy of playing an
instrument — It’s like a sparkle in my eyes.”

Steven’s mother, Leigh Alonso said her
favorite part of the festival is seeing all
the children perform and hearing the
old bluegrass music.

“It is really becoming a lost art that’s
dying off with our elderly, and it’s won-
derful because we are able to come here
and everyone is so welcoming and invit-
ing,” Leigh said. “There is just a love for
music that you don't find everywhere —
nment and it’s hard to
find any ::_F like this for kids.

is a

Cyndi Parrott, a festival attendee, said
that she likes to go to the festival to see
pickers and cloggers. She also said that
she loves the craft fair.

“You can always find a lot of unique
things like this lye soap,” Parrott said.
“Some things like this you just can’t find
anywhere anymore except at craft fairs
or maybe a specialty shop.”

Sara Bielaczyc, a senior sculpture and
ceramics major at MTSU, said she enjoys
hanging out with her big brother during
the festival.

Bielaczyc was selling some of her own
ceramic pieces at the craft fair. Bielaczyc
said she is already in business with her
two older brothers who do two-dimen-
sional artwork, while she does ceramics.

“It’s nice that people from everywhere can
gather together and play, even if they don't
know each other,” said Miranda Holmes, a
senior biology major/pre med at MTSU.




f T

®

July 15,2009

R

Al S s

Al f

| mrsusipELINES.COM

mtsusidelines.com mtsusidelinescom/  MTSUSidelines

podcasts

bv Chnis Carre

Photo illustration

Videography Blog News Blogs Media Design Blog
' billysbriefs.wordpress.com riffy16.wordpress.com mtsumediadesign.blogspot.com
ou Tllhe G F alexandriall.wordpress.com ¢
. Sports Blog Photography Blog Editor’s Blog
@MTSUSidelines  YouTube.com/ LD365.blogspot.com erinolearyphoto.blogspot.com inquiringmindswant.blogspot.com
mitsusidelines

Web sii‘:“émhelps students

find class availability

By DUSTIN EVANS

Assistant News Editor

Coursesniper.com, a Web site that
alerts students of an open seat in a closed
or filled class via text message, is now of-
fering its services to MTSU students.

The Web site charges a $10 fee to
constantly check the availability of
possible enrollment until a seat opens
in the requested class, said Dmytro
Mulyova, operations manager for
Coursesniper.com. He said the pro-
gram would also notify the student of
a class cancellation in the same man-
ner.

“As soon as there is an opening, the
student receives a text message on
their cell phone,” Mulyova said. “Now
in addition to text messages, we have
the option to call the students indi-
vidually.”

Mulyova said the automated program
accesses a read-only version of Raider-
Net, the same Web site MTSU students
use to access the scheduling informa-
tion. He said the program, which origi-
nated in Canada, has been around for
two years, but has only been active at
MTSU for a few months.

Cathy Kirchner, assistant director of
scheduling, said the students can find
out about closed, filled and cancelled
classes as soon as they begin their search
on RaiderNet.

“RaiderNet is dynamic [so] as soon as
we make a change in the database, it dis-
plays in RaiderNet,” Kirchner said. “We
have the number of open seats out there

and they can see actual enrollment and
maximum enrollment.”

Casey Freeman, a freshman nurs-
ing major, said that upon returning to
MTSU to pursue another degree, she
was reclassified as a freshman.

“I already have a degree, so I'm really
just working a few prerequisites,” Free-
man said. “Because I'm considered a
freshman I can’t get into classes that |
need to get into the nursing program.

Kirchner said that most students are
able to solve their scheduling conflicts
with RaiderNet directly, however, they
occasionally receive phone calls con
cerning error messages or prerequi
sites.

“It is the nature of scheduling fo
students to call our office if they arc
getting error messages that they don't
understand like a prerequisite erroi
message or a co-requisite error mes-
sage,” Kirchner said. “There is a link
in RaiderNet that explains all of those
messages, but sometimes if they don’t
understand or if they want to talk to a
person, they’ll call us and we will ex
plain it and be able to help them with
it

Mulyava said that the founder of Cours
esniper.com was a student who was frus-
trated with the difficulties in scheduling
and began the program to assist other stu-
dents with similar frustrations.

Mulyava said the Web site offers dis-
counts to students through a referral pro-
gram and they also provide the first “snipe”
free of charge. He also said they have assist-
ed about 90 MTSU students so far.

Rave alerts masses

University implements new system to
call students during high risk situations

By BEN UNDERWOOD
Staff Wrirer

To alert students of on-campus emer-
gencies faster, a new automated voice
alert system is now in effect.

The Office of News and Public Affairs
now transmits voice messages, text mes-
sages and e-mail notifications in the event
of an emergency on campus. Tom Tozer,
the director of News and Public Affairs,
now acts as a broadcast administrator for
the Rave Wireless alert system.

Tozer said the new voice system adds
a ‘new component” to the university’s
early warning system. He said students
who register their e-mail and phone
numbers through the Rave Web sit
can receive text messages within a fi
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CALL FOR OUR SPECIALS!

615-904-2644 |

1203 Old Lascassas Pike |
| Murfreesboro, TN 37128

' WITHIN WALKING DISTANCE OF MTSU! |
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MTSU-AREA
INVESTMENT PROPERTIES!

Ewing & Fairview Dr. - Murfreeshoro, TN

1002 MII!I lluad-l'lex
Unit A: 2BR, 1BA
Rents for $400.00 Mo.

Unit B: 2BR, 1BA
Rents for $400.00 Mo.

605 Fairview - Quad-Plex

(AKA 604 Fairview)
Unit A: 1BR, 1BA
Rents for $290.00 Mo.
Unit B: 2BR, 1BA
Rents for $430.00 Mo.

. Unit C: 3BR, 2BA
Unit C: 1BR, 1BA it y
Rents for $370.00 Mo. R:Jm.b t f;r 825;30?[;\10'
. ni . s
Unit D: 2BR, 1% BA Rents for $420.00 Mo.

Rents for $400.00 Mo.

Unit A: 1BR, 1BA Selling Separately

Directions: From Murfreesboro take Middle Tennessee Blvd. to Ewing. Follow to auction at Ewing
ferms: 10% of final bid required earnest money due day of sale with balance due at closing

Comas Montgomery

Since 1973

od 1 ) bu

Rents for $300.00 Mo. Fronts Ewing & Bell St.
Unit B: 1BR, 1BA Z

Rents for $300.00 Mo. Auction
Unit C: 2BR, 1BA .

Rents for $360.00 Mo. Preview:
Unit D: 2BR, 1BA

Rents for $360.00 Mo. Sunday
Unit D: 1BR, 1BA

Rents for $290.00 Mo. July 19th

and Faurview I-3pm i

REALTY & AUCTION CO., INC.
817 S. Church St. Suite A = Murfreesboro, TN 37130

' mas Ive " " ¢ e I nnoue mcici of I prec NEC OV " ¢

Auction Agent: Carl Montgomery

615-895-0078
800 825 5523
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Sonic Youth rock the War Memorial
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Cirkman and illustrator Howard work togeth bring ‘The As

\\\/A‘ffrewolf deals with powers, family issues

g 10
do g [ usua imstances,
) Volf-Man,” is in its 17th

IS
lows Gary Hampton, a
CEO who w itten by a werewolf, and
his attempt to use his new powers to help
people. He starts off well enough, but dis
covers that ol 1 month, when the moon
is full, he loses control and just turns into a

rampaging monster

With the help of a vampire named
Zachariah, Gary learns how to control his
powers. Even with Zachariah’s help, Gary
still loses control when the moon is full.
On one of these nights, he ends up kill-
ing a member of the Actioneers Sergeant
Superior

[his is just the beginning of Gary’s prob-
lems. He gets fired, evicted, his wife 1s mur-
dered, and his daughter Chloe hates him

and thinks he killed her mom

[ssue 17 is the wrap up of the third story
arc. The beginning of the arc has Gary
running from the police and trying to
clear his name. In the end, he is arrested
and imprisoned for the murder of his
wile,

While this is going on, Chloe has turne
to Zachariah to train her to nght. She
wants to avenge the death of her mother
but Zachariah has other plans.

Throughout the story, Gary’s daughter
has let her hatred of him blind her to the
truth. She has chosen to ignore Gary'’s at-
tempts to explain to her what is going on
and just wants to kill him.

Her transformation is interesting to
watch. She goes from frightened little girl

slideshow online at
MTSUSidelines.com
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yunding Wolf-Man' to

Lcates that mgnt chans

While Chloe s planning the demise ol
her father, Zachariah has plans of his own.
His plans are unknown at this point, but he
has been searching for Gary.

To help him, he has turned most the
members of the Actioneers into vampires
I'hey have been looking for Gary and final-
ly find him at the prison. The commotion
the Actioneers cause helps Gary to escape,
but not before he’s to face Zachariah and,
to his dismay, his daughter.

All this action is brought to life by the co-
creator of the book Jason Howard. How-
ard’s art is excellent and suits the tone of the
book well. He uses a very basic, but highly
detailed style, that is clean and sharp.

[ like Howard’s style because it does
not take away from the story. Many times
there are books that are very stylized and it
makes the action hard to follow. At first, it
may seem that the art is very busy with a lot
going on in it, but [ couldn’t picture it being
drawn any other way.

Many of the characters in “The Astound-
ing Wolf-Man” will be familiar to readers
of other Kirkman books. “Wolf-Man” is set
in his invincible universe and we see many
of its heroes and villains. Wolf-Man even
teams up with the universes namesake,

1N accompanying crossover between

will
the two books.

This book is great for long time Kirkman
fans. With its familiar settings, this book
will be an easy read for them, but I would
also recommend this to anyone who enjoys
fast paced action comics. The many fights
and interesting characters will keep readers

THE LIGHTNING REVIEW

Also check out Kirkman and
Howard's 14th, 15th and 16th
issues of the series.

A\

glued to the pages.
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Letters Policy

Sidelines welcomes letters to the editor from all read-
ers. Please e-mail letters to slopinlo@mtsu.edu and
include your name and phone number for verification.

Sidelines will not publish anonymous letters. We re-
serve the right to edit grammar, length and content.

Sidelines Is the editorlally Independent, non-profit
student-produced newspaper of Middle Tennessee
State University. Sidelines publishes Monday and
Thursday during the fall and spring semesters and
Wednesday during June and July. The opinions
expressed herein are those of individual writers and
not necessarily Sidelines or MTSU.

FROM THE
EDITORIAL BOARD

CUSTOMS needs
better marketing

While working at the Sidelines CUS-
TOMS booth in the Campus Recreation
Center, we have noticed a decline in the
number of students attending CUS-
TOMS this summer.

In fact, numbers have been so low that
the 12th session scheduled for August
has been cancelled.

Does this mean that fall enrollment
will be significantly lower than usual?
Or does it mean that our marketing team
isn’t promoting the university correctly?

Whatever the case, this poses a prob-
lem, considering the financial status
MTSU is in. The university is going to
have to cut $19 million over the span
of two years. As of now, President Sid-
ney McPhee and his Oversight Steering
Committee have only been able to come
up with a tentative cut of $11 million.

While tuition might not be the great-
est source of income, it certainly helps.
However, if enrollment is lower then it
could affect the budget crisis.

Plus, the university prides itself on be-
ing the No. 1 college in Tennessee with the
largest number of undergraduates. So are
the budget cuts chasing students away or
preventing them from coming here?

Maybe the marketing department
should try using a different campaign
than “I'm One.” While this might have
been clever at one point, it tends to get
old after six months.

Also, bigger schools like the University
of Tennessee and Georgia Tech may not
have to constantly advertise on billboards,
but MTSU, unfortunately, still needs to.

Marketing issues might not be able to
increase the number of students at CUS-
TOMS but it’s a possible solution.

Then again, publicity costs money -
monies we just don’t have.

Listen to our Editorial
Board podcast online at
MTSUSidelines.com/
podcasts

I'd like to think that I'm somewhat
of an idealist. I'd like to think that
world peace is achievable and the phi-
losophy of “love your fellow man” isn’t
just meaningless print on a Christmas
card.

So why are kids like Carl Walker, 11,
and Eric Mohat, 17, killing themselves?
Maybe they've been listening to “Teen-
age Suicide” by Big Fun too much. Or
maybe the vicious social hierarchy por-
trayed in movies like “The Heathers” is
reality.

Sirdeaner Walker, mother of Carl,
told members of the House Education
Committee last week about her son.
“What could make a child his age de-
spair so much that he would take his
own life? That question haunts me to
this day, and I will probably never know
the answer.”

“What we do know is that Carl was
being bullied relentlessly in school.”

Her pitiful story was part of a plea for
Congress to strengthen anti-bullying
practices in our country’s education
system. Walker, along with reps from

the National Association of School
Psychologists and “Students
Violence Everywhere,” want more pre

grams that involve a
to preventing bullying

Walker said “faggot” and

COMICS

Yeah, Whatever
Andy Harper

some of the bullying slurs used against
Carl. Likewise, William and Janis Mo
hat, parents of Eric, filled a federal law
suit against their local Ohio school dis
trict because their son was harassed in
a similar way.

In a story by ABC News, Eric’s par
ents say he was publicly told in class to
go and “shoot yourself, no one will miss
you.” The story says that Mohat was
commonly called “gay, fag, queer and
homo.” Part of the lawsuit also involves
three other suicide victims who w
students in Eric’s class

‘Bullying will never stop

“bullicide” and the school system put
an anti-bullying program in place.

It’s pretty safe to say that everyone
has either bullied, been bullied or at
least witnessed some form of bullying
As adults, we typically refer to this be

havior as harassment — which i pun
‘.‘v"l.ll‘l; l‘\ ‘?‘.\

But who holds children accountabl
Should the court systems get involved
W h(' IS 1OI¢ |:.'~[|nn~.:i>lc '7‘” !h(' tlk‘
veloping social behaviors of children

parents or school officials?

We need to start rethinking and re
defining what bully ing 1s. We need to
teach children how to stand up against
intentional social cruelty and shrug off
others who are just being mean.

Most of all, we need to give the next
generation a serious self-esteem make-
over. We'll never be able to stop people
from being mean, but at least we can
teach the victims how to overcome it
without tying a noose around their
Nnec ]\ S.

\ndy Harper is a senior journalism
nor and can be reached at s/(’/’i'!i(l(-)

k out my blog

sinsofsc nr'm:,»vordpress.con1

www.lde-online.com
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Key Players: QB Riley Dodge

Dodge’s top recruit was his own son
Riley, whom he stole away from Texas.
In order for his offense to run right and
have the Mean Green potentially be able
to outscore opponents, Dodge must per-
form well for his father. If not it may
be another 1-11 for the Mean

s¢ason

Gireen.

Troy University

Last Year’s Record: 8-5

walked awav with its third Sun
Belt Conference L,Il.”]]l’ll‘il\’lll’ last year.

[In\'

[ts only conference loss was a one point

Alysha Clark
named POY

STAFF REPORT

rising senior Aly-

the

Women’s basketbal

sha Clark was awarded [ennessee
Writers

¢ Basketball Plaver of

Sports Assoclation’s Women's

Coll the Year for

2008-09. She received the honor at a lun-
cheon last Friday.
I\\&‘” |

tart

excited about

[ get excited about any

was definitely
i, ( said.
award | win because nothing has been
handed to me since [ started playing.

This award is added to the list of ac-
colades Clark has already received. In
March, the Sun Belt
Conference Player of the Year, Newcom-
er of the Year and Tournament Most
Outstanding Player. She was also placed
on the CBSSports.com All-America sec-
ond team, Associated Press All-America
third team and State Farm/WBCA All-
America honorable mention.

Clark finished her junior season lead-
ing the nation in scoring with 27.5 points
per game. Her 50-point output against
the University of Troy was a national-
high school record and tied the confer-
ence record. She also set the school re-
cord for points in a season (935).

“A writer from the Knoxville Sentinel
told me that this award is usually a ‘Lady
Vol award, so to know my teammates
and I have helped bring recognition to
our program is definitely an accomplish-
ment,” Clark said.

The Lady Raiders finished last season
with a record of 28-6. Every player from
last year’s squad returns this year as well
as five newcomers. The Lady Raiders’
season begins in November.

she was named

loss to the University of Louisiana in
Monroe. The team even pushed LSU to
the limit late in the season but fell 40-31
in Baton Rouge, La. However, very little
else went wrong for the Trojans as they
led the Sun Belt with 32.8 points a gamc

!lh"\ l'CPI\‘\'L'IHClJ the conference in the
New Orleans Bowl and lost in overtim

to the University of Southern Mississippi
30-27.

Head coach Larry Blakeney is look

ing forward to this season in which he
returns his top offensive weapons.

Toughest Opponent in 2009: Sept. 12
at the University of Florida

This game could possibly be the only
loss the Trojans could have at the end
of the season. Florida returns 21 start
ers from a national championship squad
that is picked to be ranked No. 1 at the
beginning of the year. An upset here

would legitimize an up-and-coming

m but a loss wouldn’t shock am

DIo¢

OnNe¢

Key Game in 2009: Sept. 26 at Arkan-
sas State University

\ trip to Jonesboro could upset any
plans to make it four years in a row as

7 |

conference champs. It is also the game
before the team plays host to rival MT so
it could overlook Arkansas State. If the
Trojans do, they could find themselves
playing must-win games throughout the
remainder of the season.

Key Players: QB Levi Brown and LB
Boris Lee

Brown came off the bench last year
to lead the Trojan offense to a record
breaking season. Brown must continue
to improve though because this year he
won't surprise anyone. The Trojan de-
fense is led by all-Sun Belt linebacker
Boris Lee. Lee lt‘d lhc team ld\l year
with 126 tackles as a junior and headed
a defense that had five members named
all-conference.

AUDIO TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM

Training for your Future

Campus

Nashvill¢

Over 50 campuses worldwide
Individual studio and lab time

Over 30 years in education

Global alumni network of working professionals

Classes begin July 6th

Financial Aid is available to those who qualify.”

North. Nashville

circile

www.sae-nashville.com

2

~
'l

e I

Phone 5848

615.244
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Photo by Kevin Glackmeyer, Troy Media Relations

. Troy LB Boris Lee will be one of the early
favorites for conference player of the year.

THE BEST IN STUDENT LIVI

MTSUSIDELINES.COM |
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LID365.blogspot.com

Mean Green, Trojans on owwom_ﬁm sides of mCD mm:

By ZAC DEFRANCESCA
Staft Writer

University of North Texas

Last Year’s Record: 1-11

The 2008 season began with North
Texas taking on some of the most po
tent offenses in the country. Tulsa, Rice
and LSU each pounded the Mean Green
to the tune of a combined 174-49. These
offensive juggernauts set the tone for
the rest of the season as the North Texas
defense gave up less than 40 points just
twice all year. The offense, which head
coach Todd Dodge was hired for, never
got going either. Dodge’s vaunted air
attack averaged just 8.9 yards per recep-
tion last year, worst in the nation.

Head Coach Todd Dodge said this year
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I be a good improving year with play-
ers more comfortable in the offense.

Toughest Opponent in 2009: Sept. 19
at the University of Alabama

Last season the Mean Green started
their year with an uphill climb defen-
sively. This year the start is much eas-
ier for them with the only horrific op-
ponent being the Crimson Tide. The

teams’ other non-conference opponents

are Army, Ball State University and the
University of Ohio.

Key Game in 2009: Sept. 26 vs. Mid-
dle Tennessee State University

In order to improve in the Sun Belt,
and eventually win the conference, the
Trojans must win games in the Sun
Belt Conference. This will have to start
against the first conference opponent
of the season which just happens to be
their rival, MT. If North Texas wants to
return to any sort of respectability they
must start with a win against a team they
used to dominate.
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