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Student's Tasering 
generates debate 
By Travis Reed and Andrew Miga 

Associated Press 

Video of police Tasering a persistent question- 
er of Sen. John Kerry became an Internet and.TV 
sensation Tuesday, generating fierce debate about 
free speech and the motives of the college student 
involved — a known prankster who often posts 
practical jokes online. 

University of Florida President Bernie Machen 
said Monday's takedown, in which the student 
loudly yelled, "Don't Tase me, bro!" was "regret- 
ful." He asked for a state probe of campus police 
actions and placed two officers on leave. 

Trie student in the middle of it all, 21 -year-old 
Andrew Meyer, had no comment after he was 
released on his recognizance on various charges 
following a night in jail. 

But details from his online writings and videos 
raised the question of whether his harangue dur- 
ing the forum was genuine or some kind of stunt 

Meyer, a senior telecommunications major 
from the Fort Lauderdale suburb of Weston, has 
a Web site featuring several homemade videos. In 
one, he stands in a street with a sign that says 
"Harry Dies" after the latest Harry Potter book 
was released. In another, he acts like a drunk in a 
bar while trying to pick up a man dressed in drag. 

The site also has what is called a "disorganized 
diatribe" attributed to Meyer that criticizes the 
Iraq war, the* news media for not covering the 
conflict enough and the American public for pay- 
ing too much attention to celebrity news. 

Another site had pictures of Meyer licking a 
woman's face and making a suggestive pose as he 
stood behind a fake cow. The site listed his activi- 
ties as "getting wasted" and "being ridiculous." 

Machen would not say whether the university 
had any previous conflicts with Meyer but indi- 
cated some such issues would come up in the 
investigation. He declined to elaborate and would 
not say whether he thought the latest episode was 
a prank. 

Various videos of the arrest had been viewed 
more than 1 million times on YouTube as of 
Tuesday evening and were in heavy rotation on 
TV news. 

About 100 students gathered on campus 
Tuesday to plan protests, some wearing T-shirts 
denouncing police violence. 

Benjamin Dictor, a liberal arts junior speaking 
for the group, called for the officers to be disci- 
plined, Tasers to be banned on campus and the 
charges dropped. 

"For a question to be met with arrest, not to 
mention physical violence, is completely unac- 
ceptable in the United States, especially in the 
halls of education," Dictor said. 

University police said in a news release that 
officers had been summoned by the forum's 
sponsors to escort Meyer from the building, 
though organizers disputed that and said his 
microphone was cut off after he used a sexually 

See Florida, 3 
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Step Afrika 
rocks campus 
By Andrea Huffman 

Contributing Writer 

Step Afrika, an international ethnic 
dance company that was brought to 
campus by the National Panhellenic 
Council, performed Monday at Tinker 
Theatre at 7 p.m. after NPHC's Step Off 
at 4:30 p.m. outside C.orlew Hall. 

The former tine arts chairman and 
student programming watched the Step 
Afrika performers at a convention last 
year and decided to bring the program 
to MTSU. 

Step Afrika and the NPHC Step Off 
switched stages from a more modern 
version of stepping to its deeper African 
roots. 

Over two hundred people gathered tor 
the event. As the stage lit up, lew knew 
what to expect from this new definition of 
"stepping." Many think ol stepping as rais 
ing a fool oft the ground and placing it 
back to a stationary position. Step Afrika 
demonstrated this definition, but in a 
much more entertaining way to the crowd 
and more elaborate in its execution. 

NPHC consisting of nine fraternities 
and sororities, came together yesterday 
evening and brought MTSU students sev- 
eral displays ol stepping 

"One of the main things that freshman 
will be able to see is the Greek unity that 
we have now," said Brian Bradshaw, senior 
mass communications major and NPHC" 
Chairmen of the step show,"We are doing 
so much more with each other because we 
are not going to continue to be divided. So 
we are coming together to do more things 
and be more effective on campus as well." 

Bradshaw said that NPHC was going 
to showcase each fraternity and sorority 
to introduce themselves to the campus, 
freshman,   faculty   and   visitors   that 

viewed the show. 
"Showing the freshman that we are 

here for them whether they want to join 
a (ireek organization or not, they 
should feel free and more comfortable, 
because we are family here," said Justin 
Phillips, junior electronic media pro- 
duction major and NPHC president. 

The NPHC Step show was a preview of 
what students would see in the later per- 
formance of Step Afrika in Tucker 
Theatre. As a mass crowd of students 
gathered around the back patio of Corlew 
Hall, all the participating fraternity and 
sororities were getting warmed up to rep- 
resent their own Greek organization. 

"Only a few members of each sorority 
that have time to learn the steps, are the 
ones who perform," said Valerie Briggs, 
junior interdisplinary studies major, "It's 
like a peer review step process; you have- 
to have the coordination to Step. Each 
fraternity and sorority makes up their 
own steps, chants, and everything includ- 
ing the beats on then own each year." 

The participating NPHC fraternities 
and sororities were \lpha Phi Alpha, 
/eta Phi Beta, Phi Beta Sigma, Alpha 
Kappa Alpha, Omega l\i Phi, Delta 
Sigma Thcl,i. and Delta Sigma I beta. 
who dedicated then step performance 
to the lena ii controversy in Louisiana. 

Step Afrika was after the NP1 K Step 
Show shortly alter 7 p.m. 

"It's something to experience,'' said 
Kdgard Izaguirre, junior business major 
and fine arts chairman, "It's an amazing 
event, that teaches and demonstrates ori- 
gins ol African ritual dances, and explains 
bow and why African American fraterni 
ties .\nt\ sororities step." 

See Step, 2 

Photo by Ryan DeBooey  Sun" Photogiaphc i 
Step Afrika. a nationally recognized dance program, comes to MTSU to display a 

new take on stepping that uses older African dance moves. 
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The National Panhellenic Concil sponsored a step off between the NPHC fraternities 

'ronties behind Corlew Hall 

MT to play first home game 

Phoio hv IJV Richanbon | suit Photographn 
r-Jr Joe Craddock had a career game against Louisville just two weeks 

By Chris Martin 

Sta'-   . 

Middle Tennessee will play their 
home opener against Western 
Kentucky. Thursday, revitalizing an old 
Ohio Valley Conference rivalry th.it has 
been put on the shell tor l<> wars. 

This is the 58th time the teams have 
met with MT holding the series edge 
winning     29     games     to     Western 
Kentucky's 27 with one tic. However, 
this is the first game these two have 
played since IW. The last time these 
teams met the Raiders won 23-21. 

Western Kentucky is currently a 
Division [-A Independent, but they 
will join the Sun Belt Conference .un\ 
be eligible for postseason play in 
2009. Ik-fore entering Division I \. 
be Hilltoppers were a Division I AA 

powerhouse. 
'We are playing a very good foot- 

ball team." Stockstill said."They won 
a national championship in 2(1(12. 

1 hey finished in the top 15 in 2003 
and 2004." 

"We're gonna show people that 
W'Kl football is the real thing," 
Western Kentuck) coach I >a\ id Elson 
said before Western Kentucky's firs) 
Division I A game against Florida. 
"We're not going to be No. 120 out oi 
12(1 m the nation very long."Western 
Kentucky uses two quarterbacks one 
of which, David Wolke, is a Notre 
I lame transfer. 

"Both David Wolke and K.J. Black 
.ire good passers and I think both arc- 

good runners," Stockstill said. "It's not 
a big discrepancy as tar as one being 
the runner and one being a passer. 
Both are good quarterbacks and obvi 
ously it you are good enough to sign 
at Notre I )ame then you must be pret 
ty good. David is an excellent quarter- 
back and K.|. is the same." 

Middle Tennessee (0-3,0-1 SBC) is 
coming otl a 44-0 loss to No. 2 ranked 
1 SU. In that game, the Raiders were 
unable to generate loo total yards. 

"I am disappointed I our overall 
record, but I continue to see progress. 
Stockstill said."We are playing so main 
young guvs who had never played 
I )ivision I lootball and there are glow 
ing pains when you do that. I like the 
\,,i\ we compete and finish games." 

The Raiders were able to make 
defensive stops on Jrd down in the 
red zone, which forced the Tigers to 
kick three field goals inside the 
Raider 20 yard line. 

"Middle Tennessee is the best 0-3 
team in the country," Elson said. 
"They are extremely big, last and ath- 
letic in all three phases ol the game 
We have a big challenge coming off 
the Eastern Kentucky win to be ready 
to play on Thursday night." 

This will be Ml \ first game against 
a non-ranked opponent since the sea 
son opener against Florida Atlantic. 

I be game will begin at d pin. At 
|obnny "Red" Floyd Stadium which has 
undergone some recent renovations, 
including the installation of a new jum- 
hotron called "The Blue Tube." ♦ 

MTSU does its 
part for Katrina 

See News. 2 

Student survives crash; 
marches with band 

See Features. 5 

New Student 
Seating announced 

See Sports. 10 
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The National Panhellenic Council sponsors a step oft competition between the NPHC 

fraternities and sororities outside of Corlew Hall 

Photo hv Rvan DcBooey | Stall Photographer 
Dancers from the nationally recognized. Step Afrika bring a new aspect to stepping 
by using moves from older African dancing 

Step: Step Show and Step Afrika 
Continued from 1 

Step Atrika was founded in 
1994 by their executive director, 
Brian Williams. It began as a 
cross-cultural exchange pro- 
gram with the Soweto Dance 
Theatre in Johannesburg, South 
Africa. 

While visiting South Africa, 
Williams watched as the mine 
workers danced and that 
reminded him of a greatly rep- 
resented step that he knew of his 
own and learned in college. In 
South Africa it's called 'the gum- 
boot dance.' 

From there, he launched the 
first production of Step Afrika 
in America and they began to 
tour all over the country. 

Washington D.C. is the com- 

pany's home and became a part 
of one of its most widely-recog- 
nized arts organizations. The 
first production of Step Afrika 
was performed at the Kennedy 
Center as a part of their 
Imagination Celebration Series. 

"Stepping is a high energetic 
dance that was created by 
African American college stu- 
dents," said Step Afrika show 
performer, Aseelah Shareef. 

"In the early 1900s African 
Americans began to attend col- 
leges and universities in larger 
numbers.  In doing so, a  need 
was created to form their own 
fraternities and sororities. These 
organizations were formed to 
help students socially and aca- 
demically, while also helping the 
community." ♦ 

Sorority recruitment week begins 

Sorority 
Rush Week 

Events 
Wednesday Sept. 19: 
Values Night. S p.m. Murphy 
Center 

Thursday Sept. 20: 
(ireek tailgate/football game 
MTSU vs. Western Kentucky 4 
p.m. Walnut (irovc 

Friday Sept. 21: 
Philanthropy Night 4:30 p.m. 
Murphy Center 

Saturday Sept. 22: 
Theme Day 11:30 a.m. 
Cummings Hall 

Sunday Sept. 23: 
Preference Night 4:30 p.m. 
Cummings Hall 

Monday Sept. 24: 

Bid Day 5 p.m. James Union 
Building 

By Tiffany Gibson 

Contributing Wrher 

Sorority Recruitment week began 
Wednesday, Sept. 19 and will continue until 
Monday, Sept. 24 with a new theme entitled 
"Find Your Passion," created by Cassy 
Venable, Panhellenic president. 

"Recruitment can be an intimidating and 
scary process but we want students to come 
out and make the most out of their college 
experience," said Carrie Smith, coordinator 
of Greek Life. 

The first event of Sorority Recruitment 
week was Values Night, which is an oppor- 
tunity for students interested in recruitment 
to learn about all seven sororities by meet- 
ing members of each group. Values Night 
took place on Sept. 19 at 5:00 p.m. in the 
Murphy Center. 

The second event is the Greek Tailgate 
and Football Game against Western 
Kentucky scheduled for Sept. 20. The Greek 
Tailgate and Football Game is a tradition 
that takes place at Wajnut Grove at 4:00 
p.m., and consists of food and preparation 
for the first home football game. 

Each student will be given a shirt and 
assigned a group to walk to the stadium 
with. During the game students will have 
the opportunity to celebrate and cheer 
along with their future sisters. 

"By surrounding yourself with positive 
people you become more encouraged your- 
self," said Morgan Rogers, freshmen apparel 
design major. 

Philanthropy Night is the next event in 
sorority recruitment week and will be held 
on Sept. 21 at 4:30 p.m. at the Murphy 
Center. 

Philanthropy Night allows students to 
visit six sororities to learn about the philan- 
thropic organizations that each individual 
sorority supports. Throughout the  night 

each student will be expected to take part in 
a service project supported by each philan- 
thropic organization. 

"Sororities stand to enrich the lives ol 
their members. Sorority women are chal- 
lenged to go above and beyond in all aspects 
of their lives, including scholarship, leader-) 
ship, friendship and community service," 
said Megan Ryan, Alpha Chi Omega presi- 
dent. 

Theme Day will be held on Sept. 22, as 
each student visits four sororities and 
becomes closer to their decision process in 
narrowing down their choices to two soror- 
ities. 

Beginning at 11:30 a.m. in the Cummings 
Hall lobby each student will start a day ol 
activities that allows them to get to know 
each sorority better. Throughout the day 
students will be entertained with skits, 
songs and other activities. 

Preference Night is referred to as the most 
important night of recruitment besides Bid 
Day. 

Preference Night will take place on Septi 
23 at 4:30 p.m. in Cummings Hall lobby. 
Students will visit their final two sororities 
When leaving preference night, students are 
required to know their choice for sorority 
involvement. 

The last day in recruitment is referred to! 
as Bid Day. Bid Day will be held on Sept. 24J 
at 5:00 p.m. in the fUB. 

During this time sororities will recruit 
students by issuing them bids. Following the 
ceremony, everyone will proceed to Walnut 
Grove to be officially welcomed by sorority 
sisters. «•*» 

Smith hopes to encourage young women 
to become more involved throughout their 
college years. 

"By joining a sorority you become a more 
well-rounded individual," Smith said. ♦ 

Concert will raise money 
to aid Southern University 
By Kandra McKinney 

Contributing Writer 

In February, a partnership began between 
MTSU and Southern University at New 
Orleans after Hurricane Katrina. 

Tom Tozer, the director of News and 
Public Affairs said that MTSU has done a 
great deal by helping academically, exchang- 
ing faculty and communicating with the 
Southern University at New Orleans by the 
(inline internet communication. 

"One of our own. Dr. McPhee, went 
down to New Orleans and decided that we 
should make a difference, so we started a 
partnership early this year," Tozer said. 

Gloria Moultrie, vice chancellor of com- 
munity outreach and university advancement 
at the Southern University at New Orleans, 
said that they were happy that MTSU was 
helping them get back to "normalcy." 

Many people still do not know the extent 
of the damage in New Orleans, such as 
eighty percent of the city being damaged by 
wind or flooded with water, according to 

Moultrie. She said that homes received 11 
to 12 ft. of water and that the universit] 
received about 11 to 14 ft. of water. 

"Imagine MTSU and all of Murfreesboro 
was wiped out by water and wind," said 
Moultrie. "You take everything for granted, 
but it all disappears." 

"It was an unimaginable thing,' said 
Harold Clark, special executive of comnv. 
nity outreach and university advancement. 
"All of New Orleans was surrounaed by 
famous places and Canal Street [French 
Quarter] has a lot of history and museums. 

Moultrie said houses were destroyed, vehi- 
cles were in trees, trees had fallen into the 
streets and that no ambient sounds, such as 
birds chirping or dogs barking, could be heard. 

"When I went back to my house, I had to 
have on pants, a long sleeve shirt, goggles, 
mask and get a Hepatitis B shot. Mold was 
everywhere and there was such an odor 
from the water. 1 couldn't touch anything," 
Moultrie said. 

The   Southern   University   is   making 

progress l>y having 45 ti.tilers of faculty 
working with the campus. 

The first phase of moving hack onto the 
campus is in November and they will get to use 
the first Boor of the gym .met then the library, 
cafeteria and administrative offices will follow. 

"We are hoping to be complete in 2009 
and to be whole again," Moultrie said. 

The Prism ( oncert, which is a benefit 
concert to raise money for the Southern 
University, will be held in the McLean 
School ol MUSK located in the fucker 

I IK itci on rhursday, Oct. 4 at 7:30 p.m. 
I he concert will include the marching 

band, vocal groups and other small groups 
ol musicians. It will also have two speakers 
from the Southern University, Moultrie and 
(Ink. The prices are S10 per MTSU student 
and $20 for everyone else 

"Ml SI lias done an outstanding job. We 
really believe that this benefit will help and 
we, on behall ol our university students, 
would like- to say thank you. We appreciate 
all the efforts.' (Ink said. ♦ 

MTSU Evening Extended 
School Program 
Evening Care for Children 
Kindergarten through 8th grade 
925 l. lytle Street 
(behind Pell Street parking lot) 

(615)904-8220 
www.mtto.eduAee*p Monday-Thursday 5:00-9:90 

Fees: 
♦52.00 weekly, first child 
♦900 daily, first child 
♦20.00 registration fee 

♦t t.00 weekly, 
additional children 
♦ZOO dally. 
additional children 

Activities: 
homework help 
art. science. «*»sic, ect. activities 
themed/seasonal projects 

special guests and aetivites 
qualified teachers 

v 

CJd Party Place 
FOR AIL YOUR PARTY NEEDS 

www cjspattyplace com 
615-596-4591 

Nashville / California 

Wo have a largo data base of ontortainors caterers ovont 
planers ready fo assist you with any of your patty needs 

BALLON ARTISTS 

FACE PAINTERS 
MAGICIANS 

VARIETY ACTS 

SINGING TELEGRAMS 

CLOWNS 

GIFT BASKETS 
DECORATIONS 

VENTRILOQUtST 

BALLOON BOUQUETS 

GAG GIFTS 

KARAOKE/ DJ 

Karaoke every Saturday from 9 p.m. till ??? 
Located   off   Greenland,    neat    MTSJ 

DJ .8 for 
Weddings 

Birthday Parties 
Celebrations 

Part Planners for 
Birthdays 

Corporate Events 
Gtand Openings 

Most entertainers 
start at $175 hour 
Special Celebrity 

appearance available1 

Before you go with the same old, same old, 
Contact us for some NEW PARTY IDEAS! 

myspace.com/cjspartyplace 

Back to school-do's 
Do get a great cut nmi,_ 

Don-tjattki»tofieevCT (...and DON IS) 

Do get a professional massage 
'jcr •.r«ir re-3 mass:■ :.•-:-- 

Do get a rejuvenating facial 
Dor'. spaa* over re bad spots 

Do get a real manicure 
Don't ctean your na suitfi your Keys 

1233 Commerce Park Drive. Murf'eesbofu 615 396 07 )2 * A ;■ ..;;: edu 
(Next :o Coop on MTSU Lilvdl 

With Club Sun Membership 

Don't miss this chance to 

ADD A LITTLE CflJJIB 
TO YOUR LIFE! 

Visit Sun Tat City More September 30 and 
saw $10 on ant purchase ot $29 or mri 

wttfe the MOAty-saving coupes brim. 

1 M wiuus« W9 » mm 

SUN 
TAN     ! 
CITY 

Visit SunTanCitv.ctm tor mire 
meneHaving tanning offers! 

m 
H 

SUN TAN CITY 
m MCTMtTTANCSNriM 

MURFREESBORO 
235 W NcrthfieW Btvd     2904 B Church Street 

;**«»•<> S*piA*f! Tawwm) rrie»t. tc StKftuctv 

3679946 217-6940 

Three Springs 

Three Springs, Inc., a nationally recognized leader in youth servcies, 
is HIRING for Outdoor Youth Counselors to work with our adolescents. 

Outdoor Youth Counselor 
Hike, Canoe and Live outdoors, while helping youth! 

A regional recruiter will be at MTSU TODAY from 
10 a.m. -3 p.m. at the Career Fair in the Murphy Center. 

I he louiisekx position a d lull-time permanent position. 
* ■ : heloi degree in the berw/ioral or social sciences is required. 

Three Springs Inc., 
Lewis Jones, Regional Recruiter 
lewis.jones@threesprings.com 

www.threesprings.com 
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Sept. 12,7:36 a.m. 
Theft - Under $500 
Middle Tenn. Baptist 
Individual advised she 

saw two students pick up 
a parking barrel and put 
it   in   the   trunk   of  a 
maroon Malibu. 

Sept. 12,9:40 a.m. 
Traffic - Hit & Run 
Gracy Hall 
Subject called to advise 

someone hit her vehicle - 
a dark green Spirit. 

Sept. 12,11:51a.m. 
Miscellaneous 
lames E. Walker Library 
Vehicle hit while here 

for We-Haul. 

Sept. 13,12:44 a.m. 
Alcohol Consumption 

-Under 21 
Gracy Hall 
Adam Scales 
Leon Lovrenovic 

Sept. 13,9:42 p.m. 
Vandalism - Over $500 
Recreation Center 
Light pole fell over. 

Sept. 14,1:34 a.m. 
Alcohol Consumption 

-Under 21 
Blue Raider Drive 

William Smith, IV 
William Hunt, Jr. 

Sept. 14,1:34 a.m. 
Sex Offense - Indecent 

Exposure 
Blue Raider Drive 
William Smith, IV 

Sept. 14,8:13 a.m. 
Burglary-Forcible Entry 
Theft - Over $500 
Maintenance Lot 
William Oglesby 
Taran Parker 

Sept. 14,10:01 a.m. 
Theft - Over $500 
Murphy Center 
Items   missing   from 

coach's office. 

Sept. 14,11:26 a.m. 
Non-aggravated Assault 
Recreation Center 
Individual came to fill 

out a report regarding an 
assault by her supervisor. 

Sept. 14,11:31a.m. 
Vandalism -Under $500 
Keathley       University 

Center 
Subject called to report 

graffiti  on  KUC  Knoll 
outer wall. 

Sept. 14,12:19 p.m. 

Theft - Under $500 
James E. Walker Library 
Cell phone was stolen. 

Sept 14,1:35 p.m. 
Traffic - Hit 8c Run 
Orchard Lot 
Subject advised some- 

one hit his blue Nissan 
Altima. Bumper was 
knocked off. 

Sept. 15,12:39 a.m. 
Alcohol Consumption 

-Under 21 
MTSU Blvd. 
Alexander L. Kessler 
Henry C. Ingram, III 

Sept. 15,2:01 a.m. 
Alcohol Consumption 

-Under 21 
Sigma Nu House 
Johnathon M. Eakin 

Sept 15,2:53 a.m. 
DUI 1st Offense 
Alcohol  Consumption 

- Under 21 
MTSU Blvd. 
Seren Sommers 

Sept. 15,2:53 a.m. 
Alcohol Consumption 

-Under 21 
MTSU Blvd. 
Tanner Wallace 

Sept. 15,5:12 a.m. 
Driving w/Expired Tag 
Unregistered Vehicle 
Old Main Circle 
Ashley Atherton 

Sept. 15, 11:08 p.m. 
Alcohol Consumption 

- Under 21 
Pi Sigma Phi House 
Erica Jo Podolsky 

Sept 15,11:20 p.m. 
Evading Arrest 
Possession of Alcohol 

& Tobacco-Under 21 
Greek Row 
Male Juvenile 16 YOA 

Sept 16,12:20 a.m. 
Alcohol Consumption 

- Under 21 
Pi Sigma Phi House 
Jordan R. Kelley 

Sept. 16,1:36 a.m. 
Alcohol Consumption 

-Under 21 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon 

House 
Matt Roberts 

Sept. 16,2:01 a.m. 
Alcohol Consumption 

-Under 21 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon 

House 
Adam Pimpkin 

Jeffrey Halford, Ji 

Sept. 16,2:07 a.m. 
Alcohol Consumption 

- Under 21 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon 

House 
Zeke Anderson 

Sept 16,2:04 ajn. 
Sex       Offenses 

Indecent Exposure 
Alcohol Consumption 

-Under 21 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon 

House 
Andrew C. Ward 

Sept 17,5:53 mm. 
Driving on Suspended 

License w/o Insurance 
Vehicle Accident with 

Injury 
Alma Mater Drive 
Crystal Rivero 

Sept 17,10.59 sun.. 
Vandalism - Under 

$500 
Sims Hall 
Area coordinator called 

advising there was graffiti 
on Sims Hall. 

Sept. 17, 11:36 a.m. 
Non-aggravated Assault 
MTSU Campus 
Subject came to report 

and file charges in refer- 
ence to an assault that 
happened on campus last 
week. 

Sept 17,12:05 pjn. 
Theft - Under $500 
MTSU Campus 
Individual reported her 

debit card had been 
stolen and used. 

Sept. 17,11:39 p.m. 
Driving on Closed Road 
Alumni Drive 
Brian Melton 

Sept 17,11:57 p.m. 
Vandalism - Under $500 
Cummings Hall 
Subject reported some- 

one poured soap in hall- 
way and ripped a table 
top off a study table. 

Sept. 18,9:46 a.m. 
Vandalism-Under $500 
Fairview Bldg. 
Subject filled out a 

report in reference to her 
vehicle. 

Sept 18,1:02 p.m. 
Simple Assault - 

Domestic 
GracyHall 
Subject called to advise 

her ex-boyfriend was in 

her room fighting. He was 
throwing a chair and 
pulling items off the 
walls. 

Sept 18,8:10 p.m. 
Theft-Under $500 
Boutwell      Dramatic 

Arts Building 

Sept 18,8:17 pjn. 
Vagrancy-Trespass 

Warning 
James E. Walker Library 
Subject was reportedly 

misusing computer on 
2nd floor. Subject was tres- 
passed and left campus. 

Sept 18,10:17 p.m. 
Possession of a Weapon 

on Campus 
DUI 2nd Offense 
Davis Science Bldg. Lot 
Adam Brown 

Sept. 18, 10:17 p.m. 
Alcohol Consumption 

-Under 21 
Davis Science Bldg. Lot 
Mark Richards 

UT College of Pharmacy is 
now in East Tennessee! 

The University ofTennessee College of Pharmacy 
began in Knoxville in 1898 as part of the UT 

Department of Chemistry. We moved to Memphis in 
1909, but now we're back in Knoxville with a new 

state-of-the-art campus! 

Parking changes during 
WKU game, career fair 
Staff Reports 

few 

UT College of Pharmacy's 
Knoxville Campus 

Have you considered Pharmacy as a career? The field of- 
fers dynamic opportunities, considerable job 

availability, and a competitive salary. Best of all, 
pharmacists make a difference in the lives of patients every 

day! Contact us to learn more about pharmacy and our 
nationally-ranked program. 

Come talk to us when we visit MTSU! 

When:     Thursday, September 27 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Where:   3rd Floor, Keathley University Center 

The University ofTennessee is an EEOfMITitle Vtffitk IX/Seclion S04IADAI 
ADEA in the provision of its education and employment programs and services. 

The first home football game for this year will 
be on Thursday night, Sept. 20. With classes in 
session, administration has developed a plan to 
ease traffic and parking congestion for this event. 

Students on campus should leave their cars 
parked and walk to the game or to class. Adjunct 
faculty should try to arrive early. With fans arriv- 
ing at 5:00 p.m., the south side of campus will be 
less congested for exiting the campus. 

Please make note of the following closings: 
Greenland Drive lot — the lot will be blocked 

off all day on Thursday, Sept. 20, for the game. 
Students who normally park in this lot are encour- 
aged to park in the Tennessee Livestock Center lot. 

The Raider Express will be running to the 
Livestock Center lot instead of the Greenland 
Drive lot during that time. 

KOM lot — the lot adjacent to the Midgett 
Building behind KOM will be closed at 2:00 p.m. 
for reserved parking. 

ROTC lot — the lot behind Jones Hall will be 
closed at 1:30 and will be reserved for evening fac- 
ulty and staff. 

Faulkinberry Drive — both ends will close at 

4:00 p.m. Exiting will be permitted at the east end 
onto Blue Raider Drive. 

Nursing Building lot — the lot will close at 2:00 
p.m. and will be reserved for media parking. 

Woodfin's lot — the lot will be closed at 6:00 
a.m. due to Career Fair that will be held in 
Murphy Center. It will open at 12:00 to those 
with appropriate passes/credentials, current 
MTSU parking permit, or those who pay $5.00 
will be admitted. 

At 12:00 p.m. access will be controlled in the 
Tennessee Livestock 

Center lot. Only those with appropriate passes, 
current MTSU parking permit, or those who pay 
$5.00 will be admitted. 

At 2:00 p.m. access will be controlled in the 
Maintenance lot and the S Curve lot. Only those 
with appropriate passes/credentials, current 
MTSU parking permit, or those who pay $5.00 
will be admitted. 

All ADA parking will remain in its current loca- 
tions and will be enforced as always. No individ- 
ual displaying a valid ADA placard or plate will be 
turned away from an available ADA space and no 
vehicle without the appropriate ADA placard or 
plate will be allowed to park in the ADA spaces. ♦ 

Florida: Student tasered 
Continued from 1 

after he used a sexually explicit term. 
Police added that Meyer was Tasered because he 

resisted when officers were attempting to place him 
in handcuffs. His lawyer, Robert Griscti, said it 
appeared Meyer was shocked after the cuffs were 
already on. 

lust before Monday's scuffle started, Meyer asked a 
woman to tape his exchange with Kerry. One officer 
said the woman was "there to film him" and that 
Meyer asked, "Are you taping this? Do you have this? 
You ready?" before beginning his question. 

Another officer said the 22-year-old woman said 
she was in line to ask a question ahead of Meyer 
when she was asked to tape, but she did not know 
him. 

Meyer refused to leave the microphone after his 
allotted time was up, police said. He had asked Kerry 
about impeaching President Bush, why he didn't 
challenge the 2004 election results and whether he 
and Bush were members of the secret society Skull 
and Bones at Yale University. 

After Meyer repeatedly and loudly refused to walk 
away, two officers took him by the arms. Kerry can be 
heard saying, "That's all right, let me answer his ques- 
tion." 

Audience members applauded, though it was dif- 
ficult to tell whether it was for the officers' action or 
Kerry's remark. The audience for the most part sat 
quietly and watched the fracas. 

Meyer struggled for several seconds as up to four 
officers tried to remove him from the room. He 
screamed for help and tried to break away from offi- 
cers with his arms flailing, then was forced to the 
ground and ordered to stop resisting. 

As Kerry told the audience he will answer the stu- 
dent's "very important question," Meyer yelled at the 
officers to release him, crying out, "Don't Tase me, 
bro," just before he was shocked. He was led from the 
room, screaming, "What did I do?" 

An officer, however, said in the police report that 
Meyer's "demeanor completely changed once the 
cameras were not in sight" and that he was "laugh- 
ing" and "lighthearted" on the way to jail. 

Kerry, D-Mass., said Tuesday he regretted that a 
healthy discussion was interrupted, and said he never 
had a dialogue end that way in 37 years of public 
appearances. 

"Whatever happened, the police had a reason, had 
made their decision that there "was something they 
needed to do. Then it's a law enforcement issue, not 
mine," he told The Associated Press in Washington. 

Meyer was arrested on charges of resisting an offi- 
cer and disturbing the peace but the State Attorney's 
Office had yet to make the formal charging decision. 
Police recommended charges of resisting arrest with 
violence, a felony, and disturbing the peace and inter- 
fering with school administrative functions, a misde- 
meanor. 

Griscti said Meyer was resting and wouldn't speak 
with reporters. 

"He's had a long night, obviously," Griscti said. ♦ 

Classified Marketplace of MTSU 

EMPLOYMENT 

Wanted in your area; 
Cheerleading, Baton 
Twirling, Dance and 

Tumbling Teachers Musi 
have own transportation 

and be good w'kids. 
Please call 615-896-4683 

or 615-347-3595. 

Need a job? Home City 
Ice needs you! Flexible 

scheduling; minutes from 

campus; up to 
$14.00'hour. Apply online 
at homecityice.com or call 

(800)843-8901 ask for 
Jon or Derek. 

(OM.DUrd trol"   l.ll COI.IM 

PT Work 

Good pay, flex scheds, 
customer sales/svc, condi- 

tions apply, all ages 18+. 
832-8448 

workf orstudents. com 

Musicians Needed 
Local church needs drum- 

mer and bass player for 
worship team. 

Call Joe Bailey @ 
(931)247-2446 or email 

scorchedslones@yahoo. 

Part-time Clerical position 
in Smyrna. Great work 

l-d trof l„1 ,,!,. Conti.aed lro» IMI t Ft.— Ult <al.a>. 

environment. Will work 

wth school schedule. 
Saturdays a MUST. Call 

615-604-6916. 

Female singer looking for 
temporary or permanent 

work with band. Email me 
at 

Mistress.si@hotmail.com 

if interested. 

FOR RENT 

One to three bdrm prop- 

erties available close to 
MTSU. Including newly 
remodeled condos Call 

895-5314 for current list- 

ings, pricing and availabil- 

.  ity. 

House for rent 3 miles 

from MTSU. 3 Bdrm/1 
Bath, washer/dryer. 

S700/Month, 
S400/Deposit. No Pets, 
No Smoking, Serious 

inquires only. 

615-238-4833 

FOR LEASE 

2 bedroom apt. in Historic 

District of M'boro. 
Electric, water & gas fur- 
nished, many EXTRAS. No 

Pets. Available now. 

$400.00 deposit 

$750.00 per month 615- 
895-0075 or 615-347- 

1676. 

Historic House-1 bdrm 
apt. Hardwood/carpet, 

CH/A, appliances and util- 
ities furnished. $500 per 

month w/lease and 
deposit. 890-0075 or 

347-1676. 

FOR SALE 

ROOMMATES 

Furnished room in nice, 
quiet, private home. W/D 

no smoking/drinking. 

$350 incl. utilities 
895-5782 

OPPORTUNITIES 

#1 Spring Break Website! 
4 & 7 night trips to 
BahamaPartyCruise, 

PanamaCity, Acapulco, 
Cancun and more. Low 

prices guaranteed. Group 
discounts for 8 +. Book 

20 people, get 3 free 

trips! Campus reps need- 
ed. www.StudentCity.com 

or 800-293-1445. 

Spring Break '2008 Sell 

Trips, Earn Cash, Go Free! 

Best Prices Guaranteed to 
Jamaica, Mexico, 

Bahamas, S. Padre and 
Florida. Call for group 
discounts. 1-800-648- 

4849 www.ststravel.com 

Are you an undergrad 

who eventually wants to 
earn a PhD? McNair 

Program can help with a 
$2800 stipend   For more 

information, call 904- 

8462. 

Get paid to do research! 
Proposal deadline Oct 

2nd, 4p.m. 

Undergraduate Research, 

Scholarship, and Creative 

Activity (URSCA) Deatails 
at: 

http://www.mtsu.edu/urc/ 
ursca_urc.shtml 

SERVICES 

Julie Lampley 
Photography offers wed- 

ding packages starting at 
$650 Servicing the 

Greater Nashville Area. 

Contact us at (615) 799- 
9618 and see galleries at 
www.pbase.com/ilampley 

SALES 

POLICIES 

Sidelines will be responsible 
only for the first incorrect 
insertion of any classified 
advertisement. No refunds 
will be made for partial can- 
c e I I a t i o n s . 
Sidelines reserves the right to 
refuse any advertisement it 
deems ctationable for any 
reason. Classifieds will only 
be accepted on a prepaid 
basis. Ads may be placed in 
the Sidelines office in Mass 
Comm. Rm 269. For more 
information, call the business 
office at 615-898-5111. Ads 
are not accepted over the 
phone. Ads are free for stu- 
dents and faculty for the first 
two weeks. 

. to Mil •*••«- 
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FEATURES 
Justin Hughes inarches on 

After surviving plane crash, student will walk again with Band of Blue 
By Matt Biniakewitza 

Contributing Writer 

A year ago, doctors told Justin 
Hughes that he might never 
walk again, but on Sept. 20 
Hughes will march onto the 
field with the MTSU Band of 
Blue the same as everyone else. 

A native of Springfield, Tenn., 
Hughes had known that he 
wanted to fly from an early age. 
During high school he was an 
active part of the marching 
band, playing the trumpet. He 
made sure to take advantage of 
every opportunity he had to fly. 

On June 26, 2006, Hughes 
and a friend, Mitch Wilson, 
were flying two passengers from 
Tennessee to Phillipsburg, Pa., 
and were making their final 
approach when a sudden burst 
of turbulence forced them into 
the Allegheny National Forest. 
Wilson died at the site of the 
crash while Hughes and the pas- 
sengers were stranded for eight 
hours in the wreckage. 

When the paramedics finally 
found the crash site, Hughes 
was rushed out of the forejt on 
a four-wheeler and immediate- 
ly sent into surgery. Parts of his 
skull were shattered, his lower 
L4 lumbar was destroyed along 
with lacerations to the spinal 
cord, his nose and left shoulder 
were fractured, and his right 
lung had collapsed. 

Jessica Graves, a senior histo- 
ry education major, had been 
dating Hughes for two years at 
the time. "They told us that he 
might never walk again and that 
he might have permanent brain 
damage," says Graves, "but 
thankfully they were wrong." 

After a month in and out of 
hospitals, Hughes was finally 
home for only a short time before 
he had to face the decision of 
whether or not to start his fresh- 
man year in college. Against the 
wishes of his family and friends, 
he declares, "I told them I was 
going to school, I didn't care. 

"I had already registered for 
classes and I was looking forward 
to being in the Band of Blue and 
1 didn't want my injury to hold 
me back from what I wanted to 

Photo by Patrick Casey | Contributing Photographer 
Junior aerospace major Justin Hughes practices with the Band of Blue On June 26. 2006. Hughes and a friend. Mitch Wilson, were flying two passengers from Tennessee to Phillipsburg. Pa. when a sudden'. 
burst of turbulence forced them into the Allegheny National Forest. Wilson died at the"site of the crash while Hughes and the passengers' were stranded for eight hours in the wreckage' 

do," says Hughes. So he started 
his freshman year in a wheel- 
chair; going to physical therapy 
every other day, leaving for class- 
es 20 minutes early to make it on 
time, and sitting on the sidelines 
during football games. 

"For a little while I thought I 
wouldn't walk again, but you 
can't think negative when you 
have a goal to reach. I kept my 
head up and told everyone I'd 

walk again," recalls Hughes. He 
practiced walking every day 
between classes and by October 
he was walking with a cane. 

When asked how he felt about 
Hughes' recovery, Craig Cornish, 
the director of athletic bands, 
declares, "In 25 years of teaching 
I've never seen anything like it. 
He had the will to put his life 
back together when most people 
wouldn't."  Cornish   feels   like 

Hughes' story is an inspiration, 
and at this point it clearly is. 

This year, Hughes will pick 
up his trumpet and march 
onto the field at MTSU s first 
home game. 

"There are times when I find 
myself asking 'Is it too fast? or 
'Is he o.k.?' but he's back to 
being healthy and it's definitely 
a victory," says Graves. 

Hughes, on the other hand. 

exclaims. "I can't wait to be 
back on the field, and I'm glad 
WKU is bringing their band so 
we have a chance to show off! It 
feels awesome to be back on the 
field. I upgraded from therapy 
to making shapes on a field." 

While off the field, Hughes 
plans to continue his major in 
aerospace. "Right now I'm 
fighting with the FAA to get my 
medical back. I might have to 

switch to aerospace administra- 
tion, but I will fly again." 

These days, Hughes is work- 
ing on his scuba diving certifi- 
cation and planning to write a 
book after graduation about his 
victories and defeats. 

"The one piece of advice I 
would give people," says 
Hughes, "is to not let anything 
hold you back from what you 
want to do." ♦ 

MTSU program provides opportunity for writers 
By Katy Coil 

Staff Writer 

Sponsored by MTSU's College of Continuing 
Education, the Writer's Loft program has aided 
writers from all over the country to develop their 
creative writing skills through the assistance of 
mentors. 

The program was founded by Roy Birkhead, the 
Director of Marketing for the College of 
Continuing Education, after Birkhead, a writer 
himself, completed an M.F.A. program at Spalding 
University. He decided to create a similar program 
for aspiring writers without the two to three year 
coursework and cost of upwards of $30,000. 
Birkhead's brainchild, the Writer's Loft, is modeled 
after an M.F.A. program and offers a three semes- 
ter program costing $1,000 per semester, allowing 
students a flexible schedule to work around. 

Lance Ikard, the Writer's Loft coordinator of 
the past three years, believes the program is 
invaluable to those that attend: "Our commit- 
ment to the students is that if you come, you will 
leave a better writer. The course is intended to give 
writers a better ability to write." 

The camaraderie among the Loft's attendees is 
due in part to the atmosphere of the program. 

"It's a very fluid, flexible, open atmosphere. 
These folks need to be writing not in a classroom. 
They need to be writing in their homes or any- 
where they want to write. Hopefully, the mentor 
they're assigned to is one skill level above them 
and has writing experience and publishing expe- 
rience to get the job done," Ikard said. "I think it 
does enhance and accelerate interest in writing. It 
either gives them the skill, the knowledge, and the 
competence to go on writing and become pub- 
lished. Also, having this certificate on the program 
helps one get into an M.F.A. program." 

Writers in the program have no set mold, as 
Ikard noted. "The objective of the Writer's loft is 
to provide a mechanism by which creative writers 
can improve their skills. We've had several stu- 
dents go on to complete M.F.A. programs. We've 
had students all the way from high school all the 
way to retirement age. The program gives people 

flexibility to do this around their lives." 
The one thing in common among the writers 

involved in the Writer's Loft is their love of their craft. 
"It's definitely a higher level learning phenome- 

non taking place," Ikard 
said. "Anyone can act, but 
how do you know when 
you've become an actor? 
It's obvious that the peo- 
ple in here have a need to 
write and have an ability 
to write. This would be an 
excellent program for any- 
one, any age who is inter- 
ested in creative writing." 

According to Ikard, the 
only qualification appli- 
cants to the program need 
is "the ability to write and 
the desire to write." 

Molly Culbreath, who is 
taking over as coordinator 
this semester, has seen how 
the program's mentors 
have helped participants. 
"It's a program for people 
that are drawn to writing, a 
program that introduces 
them to where they are in 
their writing and the men- 
tors have had lots of experi- 
ence and are there to help 
[the writers) navigate that 
first experience. Just from 
hearing some of the stu- 
dents talk about their expe- 
riences, it seems like they're 
moving on to accomplishing their goals and expand- 
ing their goals. I think that is the beauty of the pro- 
gram, allowing them to reach and expand their 
goals." 

Culbreath says that the Writer's Loft provides 
writers with a place to go to express themselves 
creatively. "If writing is a student's thing, this 
provides more of an outside creative aspect to 
their coursework. This is an outside venue where 

The only 
way to get 

better at writ- 
ing is to take 
criticism. You 
have to take 

disappoint- 
ment and 

have a lot of 
patience. 

Michael Potts 
Methodist University philoso- 

phy professor and Writer's 
Loft participant 

if they want to participate with a group of non- 
traditional students and network, they could 
expose themselves to many different groups but 
also expand their writing. From the student 

angle, it would be an 
extension of that which 
they've received in the 
classroom and in their 
coursework." 

Upon finishing the pro- 
gram, Culbreath wants 
participants to leave as 
better writers. "I would 
like when a person com- 
pletes this program for it 
to provide them with 
guidance to improve writ- 
ing skills and help them 
achieve their goal, whether 
it be songwriting, screen- 
play writing, poetry, short 
story. Whatever genre they 
want to pursue.' 

A recent alumnus of 
the Writer's I.oft and pro- 
fessor of Religion and 
Philosophy at Methodist 
University in Fayetteville, 
North Carolina, Michael 
Potts joined the program 
after seeing an ad for it in 
The Tennessee Writer. "It 
seemed like a fairly well 
designed program. It 
gave the opportunity to 
work with mentors and 
to have work critiqued. I 

wanted to have mentoring so I could write fic- 
tion," Potts said. 

Potts started writing poetry after taking a class in 
1998 and became involved with writing fiction 
through the Writer's Loft. "I wanted to see if 1 could 
do it; if I could expand my repertoire of writing." 

He learned a lot from the Writer's Lot}. "I 
learned how far I had to go to write good fiction. 
I read a lot of good books and learned of the 

amount of revision it takes in a novel. I learned to 
write better stylistically and in a more succinct 
style, to write more and not be wordy," Potts said. 

As a result, he has been able to write and have his 
first novel edited as well as start on his second novel. 

According to Potts, those involved with the 
Writer's loft should "be able to take criticism. The 
only way you can get better at writing is to take 
criticism. The only way writing improves is if you 
can take criticism and learn from it. You need to 
be a reader to be a writer, you need to read liter- 
ary fiction, like Hemingway, and if you want to 
write genre fiction, read the best authors in that 
genre. You have to take disappointment, criticism, 
and have a lot of patience." 

|une McCash came to the Writer's Loft orienta- 
tion as an observer and left ready to join the pro- 
gram. "I came just to check out the quality and 
have been surprised by the quality of the readings 
and the backgrounds of the people here. It's just 
an interesting and positive program. I think the 
program has a lot of potential." • 

McCash heard about the program by first seeing 
an advertisement for it on a door in the MTSU 
library. She then looked the program up on the 
Internet and talked with people involved before she 
decided to attend the orientation. McCash has pub- 
lished six books but they weren't fiction or poetry, 
like she hopes the Writer's I oft will help her pursue. 

"I started writing seriously fiction and poetry. 
I was looking for a good quality network ot writ- 
ers and this seemed like a good place to start. 
And here I am," McCash said. She hopes the 
Writer's Loft will "help honing my skills as a 
writer, as a creative writer. Creative writing is 
rather different from academic writing. I'm real- 
K starting a new career and when starting a new 
career, it's good to network." 

She believes the Writer's Loft "...has a lot of 
potential for this university if the Writer's Loft 
became as powerful for this university as some 
other writing programs around the country." 

Anyone interested in participating in the Writer's 
Loft can fill out an application for the lanuary ses- 
sion from the College of Continuing Education or 
by going online to mtsu.edu/theloft. ♦ 
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OPINIONS 

By now, there have been millions of views on YouTube show- 
ing University of Florida student, Andrew Meyer, being Tasered 
by campus police at a forum with lohn Kerry. 

The horrifying part is that people have to watch YouTube to see 
the three minutes leading up to the brutality. News reports have 
not focused on the blatant excessive force used, but instead on 
how annoying Meyer is. When did being obnoxious become a 
crime? It seems the video has been edited by news stations to por- 
tray the story most suitable for their audiences. 

Another scary observation is that some people aren't appalled 
when they watch the video. Apathy isn't the problem. Instead, 
some students at MTSU have watched the video and laughed 
hysterically throughout. Even after hearing him beg not to be 
Tasered, hearing and seeing the Taser used on him and hearing 
hfai scream and moan in pain, fellow coDege students a few states 
over have found humor in Meyer's torture. Another human's suf- 
fering has become a joke. The attitude is reminiscent of the clips 
of the soldiers torturing captives at Guantanamo Bay, smiling 
and clearly finding pleasure in another's misery. 

If .you have seen Meyer's rant leading up to the Taser episode, 
the punishment appears frighteningh/ excessive. It mentioned in 
various news stories that one of the reasons Meyer was asked to 
leave the microphone was because he was using sexually explicit 
language. Of course, the four-minute video, not shown on those 
stations, shows him asking Kerry a valid question. He asked him 
why President George W. Bush had not been impeached for 
going to war under false pretenses, when former President Bill 
Clinton had been impeached over a blowjob. 

In one video, a police officer can be clearly seen pointing the 
Taser gun at Meyer .shortly after his mic was turned off. This was 
long before he was dragged to the back of the room. This was 
long before he began "resisting arrest." And it appears the only 
reason it wasn't used then was because there was an officer block- 
ing Meyer's chest. 

Using a Taser should not be taken lightly. People have died 
from being Tasered. 

Btft if you listen closely, Kerry can be heard in the background, 
whining to police that he wouldn't mind answering Meyer's 
questions. 

It was not just a case of excessive force. Some video teed has 
very sharp audio, in which curses and screams and even crying 
can be heard from the students. 

But what can't be heard is Meyer being told he was under 
arrest If he was never told he was being arrested, how could the 
police legally restrain him? No recitation of the Miranda Rights 
can be heard, either. 

It's an unfortunate day when we have to rely on Web sites such 
as YouTube for news. The people taking those videos are ordinary 
citizens, not journalists. Now who is more reliable? 

And what happened to free speech? There was no hate speech. 
There was simply an obnoxious college student questioning 
authority in a non-threatening manner. Again, being obnoxious 
is not a crime. 

Monday was national Constitution Day, when people across 
the United States reveled in their rights as citizens. Here on our 
campus, we had an open mic on the Knoll where dozens of stu- 
dents lined up to express themselves, exercising their First 
Amendment rights, spitting out gems such as "Hilary Clinton 
will win the election because she's riding the bullshit wave." No 
one was escorted away or arrested. On that same day, Meyer was 
being Tasered for saying "bfowjob" and asking Kerry if be was 
part of the Skull and Bones. 
„ Way toranind us how free we really are. 
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Arnnrgh! 
Yesterday was 

International Talk 
Like a Pirate Day. 

Get in here and write for 
Sidelines, ya scurvy bilge-rat!! 

slopinio@mtsu.edu 
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Frank Hasenmueller 

Stop stealing from State 
Many people have given in to the tempta- 

tion to steal office supplies. Mostly, it's just 
little things- some pencils and pens, because 
we've lost ours. Some Post-It notes, because 
they're handy to have around. That stapler 
on your coworker's desk, because they lost 
yours and you've got to staple the TPS 
report together because you've run out of 
three ring binders to put it in. 

We don't really think much of these 
actions, because it doesn't seem like it could 
hurt. Is anyone really going to miss that pen, 
after all? We do, when that pen was bought 
with our tax money. 

It isn't just pens and staplers, though. The 
State comptroller's office published a report 
in August detailing financial audits in 
Tennessee's 95 counties. 25 of them, indud 
ing Ruthertord and Williamson Counties, 
reported cash shortfalls, many of which 
totaled several thousand dollars. In all, 
almost half a million dollars was reported 
missing across the state. 

Where is it going? Apparently, it's going 
into the pockets of state workers. 

A Williamson County parks department 
manager was accused of stealing $45,("in 
over seven years. A Rutherford County 
schools clerk used a government credit card 
to buy $2,400 in groceries and personal 
items. According to a Tennessean article 
published Wednesday, they are among 
many involved in the loss of state funds. 

)im Arnette, director of the  Division of 

Fair and 

Unbalanced 

Matthew Adair 

Staff Columnist 

County Audit, told the Tennessean that he 
felt that a lack of adequate policies was to 
blame for not stopping many cases of theft, 
and that a lack of resources is the reason 
why nothing has been done to change the 
tact. 

This seems like a weak answer, especially 
given that it doesn't seem like it would take 
much to actually prevent internal theft. In 
many cases, it seems like a more vigilant 
workplace and tighter bookkeeping would 
have prevented, or at least caught, most of 
these incidents before they turned into 
thousand-dollar losses for the state. 

It takes money to pay for the people and 
resources needed to handle this, though, 
and apparently the state can't hold onto 
enough of its money to get its work done. 
Barring that, though, it is up to government 
offices to make use of the resources they do 
have, however limited those might be, to 
keep a tighter watch over state property. 

The state should consider having its 
employees be their own watchdogs. While 
this would seem the equivalent of putting 

the fox in charge of the henhouse, it might 
not be such a bad idea in practice. All of us 
have known since we were children that 
nobody likes a tattle-tale, and no one likes it 
when someone talks about us behind our 
backs. 

Perhaps if we rewarded employees for 
noting cases of office theft, everyone would 
stop to think before skimming a little off the 
top of the cash drawer. The guilty party 
would wonder who might be watching, and 
who would be willing to tell to get some 
extra vacation time, while anyone watching 
would have to consider if allowing someone 
to get away with state money is worth it, 
when doing the right thing would reward 
them in both the short and long runs. 

This, of course! sounds horrible, and 
would create an atmosphere of paranoia 
that would make any office a stifling place 
to work. No one would want to work under 
such conditions. It may, however, take such 
drastic measures to convince employees and 
others that crime does not pay. 

I'd prefer that all involved could be 
mature, and be responsible for what they 
are asked to watch over. When people aren't 
willing to play by the rules, though, then 
someone has to step in, whether they like it 
or not. 

Matthew Adair is a senior art education 
major and can be reached at 
matt. adair@gmail com. 

Letters to the Editor 
Tasering of student inappropriate 

To the Editor: 

Well, nothing like a little moral outrage to get your blood 
pumping at 5:30 a.m. It was about that time Tuesday when I 
first saw the video of University of Florida campus police taser- 
ing a telecommunications student questioning John Kerry at an 
open forum. Since then, I've watched the video at least 2(1 times 
- each time with increasing horror. last time I looked, we still 
enjoyed free speech in the United States, although the Bush 
administration has winnowed away at so many of my freedoms 
it's admittedly tough to keep track of the ones that so far have 
survived the onslaught. 

Last time I looked, freedom to question our leaders was a 
right, too. Was the senior obnoxious? Yes, he was, very obnox- 
ious. Last time I looked, that's not a crime. Watch the video 
carefully. Did the student resist arrest-' No, he did not. In fact, he 
repeatedly holds his hands in the air. Yet, that was one of the 
charges against him when he was hooked and jailed, (ailed after 
excessive force was used by ill-trained cops. And on a university 
campus, where students should be encouraged to speak out - 
and speak out forcefully. And in America, at least the America 
our founders envisioned. 

Sharon H. Fitzgerald 
Council Bluff Parkway, Murfreesboro, 

Who could guess that after a lifetime of pain, struggle and 
self-sacrifice spent on the corpse-strewn battlefield of academ- 
ic administration, our hero would still have the strength to lift 
his pen and deliver the challenge, as he did in last Monday's 
paper, to rise up and speak our minds mere centuries after our 
founding fathers did the same? 

Without Bob Glenn, many of us would never have realized 
that unlike in a marketplace of goods, standing idly by and 
allowing a sale based on malicious lies in a marketplace of ideas 
is a democratic ideal, and that poor logic and emotional manip- 
ulation are appropriate and welcome in a place of learning. Our 
right to "just not look at" huge and offensive displays if we don't 
want to be visually assaulted, almost identical to our right to 
"just dodge a punch," would have been forgotten in our 
thoughtless rush to preserve our school's integrity had he not 
stood bravely against the public outcry. 

On behalf of the students and faculty of MTSU, I thank our 
Vice President for Student Affairs and Vice Provost for 
Enrollment Management for his stirring reminder that the dif- 
ference between an act of expression and an act of suppression 
is whether or not he agrees with it. Robert K. Glenn is a man 
who, as surely as he himself remembers the beginning of time, 
will be remembered until the end of it as a tireless crusader for 
free speech zones and the religious right. 

Evan Cole 
Basic and Applied Sciences 

Bob Glenn saves the day from evil   Gen. Petraeus pulls the party line 
To the Editor: 

Thank God. lust as the grim hordes of liberals blackened the 
horizons and the limits of free speech were under attack from 
groups and interests right here at MTSU, one man had the 
courage to step forward. 

Who knew that, among our university officers, the students 
and faculty had an ally? That, deep within the countless ranks ol 
the enemy, we had an agent of freedom and justice who was not 
only well acquainted with the civil liberties granted to common 
men and women by the Magna Carta, but was also armed with 
the rarest of historical knowledge: that humanity existed at the 
beginning of time? 

To the Editor: 

(ieneral David Petraeus is in the military. And in the military, 
if you want to get along and make rank, you support the chain 
ol command. And that's the way it is, from the lowest ranking 
boot camp recruits to the highest ranking generals and admi- 
rals. The president is at the top of the chain of command, so 
whatever he says goes. Period. No questions asked. It's a way of 
life in the military. To get to the rank of four star general, you 
have to be the master at cheezing the boss. Petraeus is the mas- 
ter. 

Bill Humble, US Navy, Ret. 
Miami Ave, Nashville 
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SPORTS 
Jena's 
saga 

The Lowedown 

Richard Lowe 

While many local and national 
media entities are focusing on the 
arrest of O.J. Simpson, many col- 
lege students and civil rights 
organizations are protesting a 
story that has been ongoing for a 
year now and has finally reached a 
national boiling point. 

Before he was arrested, Mychal 
Bell was the star running back for 
the Jena Giants. His mother says 
he used to spend weekends sitting 
on the couch and watching the 
NFL, dreaming that one day he 
cold play pro football. 

I played with and against peo- 
ple who have that same dream. I 
still watch them every Saturday 
hoping they can achieve that 
dream. The transition from player 
to fan was an easy one for me 
because I was given every oppor- 
tunity to earn a spot at the next 
level. For Bell, every opportunity I 
was given has been taken away 
because of a decision he and five 
other males made, based on their 
emotions towards racial hatred. 

His football dreams of playing 
his way out of his hometown 
started to fade when a group of 
white students hung three nooses, 
in school colors, from an oak tree 
on the campus of lena High 
School to keep black students 
from sitting under the "white 
tree". 

As a result, incidents off cam- 
pus took place between blacks and 
whites, including fights at parties, 
an older white male pulling a rifle 
on younger black males and 
someone setting fire to the school 
itself. 

The straw that broke the 
camel's back was an incident 
involving Bell, Bryant Purvis, Jesse 
Beard, Carwin Jones, Theodore 
Shaw and Robert Bailey, collec- 
tively known as the Jena Six. The 
six black males attacked Justin 
Barker, a white student who 
allegedly yelled racial epithets at 
them. The black men were 
charged with attempted murder. 
Five of the teens were charged as 
adults and immediately placed in 
jail. 

Today has been marked as a day 
of protest in support of the Jena 
Six. Activists from all over the 
country will be swarming Jena for 
rallies. On college campuses 
nationwide, the same is taking 
place. I'm not asking you, the 
reader, to pick a side in this situa- 
tion, but to be aware. The struggle 
for racial equality has not ended. 

I am lucky enough to have been 
born and raised in Atlanta, 
Georgia, a place where class rela- 
tions are not a problem because 
many of the higher-class neigh- 
borhoods are located close to the 
lower-class neighborhoods. The 
city's economy is diverse, with a 
large section of the business base 
being controlled by African- 
Americans. This does not mean 
that this city does not have its own 
share of issues. There are underly- 
ing racial issues, but significant 
improvements have been made 
since the days of civil rights 
marches and rallies of the 1960s. 

The one thing Atlantans have in 
common with the residents of 
Jena, and every other town in 
America, is their love for football. 
Kids and adults watch high school 
football on Fridays, college foot- 
ball on Saturdays, and the NFL on 
Sundays. Kids play their hearts out 
every week just to be able to walk 
through the halls of their high 
school as heroes. 

Of all the stories that are being 
written about the Jena Six, I feel 
that one important thing is being 
neglected. While the punishment 
certainly does not fit the crime, I 
don't feel like enough people real- 
ize what that punishment really 
means for a boy like Mychal Bell. 

Whether he is acquitted or not, 
his hopes have been stolen from 
him. He will never know if he 
could have made it at the next 
level because he was raised in a 
town so filled with racism that it 
choked the life out of his greatest 
dream. 

Richard Lowe is a junior 
Broadcast Journalism major. He 
can be reached        at 
rlowe@mtsutv.org 

After a tough non-conference schedule the Blue Raiders are ready to start playing the Sun Belt portion of their schedule 
Photo by Chris Barsud| Staff Photographer 

VB Begins SBC schedule 
By Clarence Plank 

Staff Writer 

The Middle Tennessee volleyball team heads down 
to Alabama this weekend to open their Sun Belt 
Conference play against South Alabama and Troy. 

The Blue Raiders have .1 chance to defend their con- 
ference championship against two tough teams. 

MT head coach Matt Peck feels that the team is up 
for the task of competing in the SBC, but knows that 
everyone is now looking to knock off the defending 
conference champions. 

"I think the teams in the conference know that we 
are the team to beat," Peck said, "Both teams are capa- 
ble of playing well." 

MT has beaten the Jaguars six times in the last four 
years and look to keep that streak alive after this week 
end. 

South Alabama is coming off a 3-0 win over Alcorn 
State, pushing the Jaguars record to 5-5 on the year, 
which tops the most wins they had for the 2006 season. 

Shannon Vanantwerp is on pace to be her school's 

4th person to have over 1,000 career digs. She had 19 
digs in the game. The lags had eight blocks. 

The Blue Raiders have been preparing for the con- 
ference schedule b) playing the teams in the non-con- 
ference, like Connecticut and Oklahoma. 

"I think we will do better," Ashley Mead said, "As a 
team I think we have really learned a lot. I think we'll 
be stronger and play more as a team." 

This time around the Blue Raiders are hoping to stay 
on top and continue to work as a team as the season 
progresses. 

This weekend, MT travels to Troy (9-7) and faces a 
team that is on a winning streak. Troy has beaten 
Kennesaw State, Mercer, Winthrop and Georgetown. 

Last season Troy took MT the distance before losing 
3-2 in five matches here in Murtreesboro. It was a dif- 
ferent story at Troy, where MT had no problem in 
sweeping the Trojans 3-0. 

"We won it last year, so we have a target on our 
backs," Ashley Adams said. "Everybody wants to beat 
us and we can't go into this saying that we won last year 
and we're going to win this year. Western [ Kentucky] 

won it last year, so we said they're not going to win it 
again." 

The Trojans will be playing against Western 
Kentucky and MT over the weekend and they are look- 
ing forward to see how they match up against both of 
these teams. 

This is the fifth meeting between Troy and MT over- 
all and the first time this season. 

"Everything is riding on us that we have to win," 
Adams said, "We played some really tough non-confer- 
ence teams and I think that is going to prepare us to 
play in our conference." 

The Raiders finished their non-conference schedule 
with a record of 13-1 and will be looking to retain their 
SBC title after the season is over. They just have to go 
through the rest of the SBC to get there. 

Ml gets ready for action at 7 p.m. this Friday night 
in Mobile, Ala. Against South Alabama and will face 
Troy at 7 p.m. Saturday night in Troy Ala. Both of those 
games can be heard on GoBlueRaiders.com. ♦ 

Sun Belt teams 
moving on up 

Coldplay-action 

Chris Martin 
Staff Columnist 

Troy was supposed to lose. 
That's what they were scheduled to do. 

Oklahoma state graced them with their presence 
in exchange for what they figured would be an 
easy win. The Cowboys figured they would fly 
into Troy, Alabama, notch an easy win and be 
thanked for the experience. 

But the Trojans didn't cooperate. 
Instead of being an effortless victory for 

Oklahoma State, [roy easily won 41-23. Who 
would have thought a school from the confer 
ence that is the redheaded stepchild ol college 
football, the Sun Belt < inference, could beat not 
one but two BCS conference teams in one week- 

end? 
But that's what happened. Not only did Troy 

beat OK St., but Florida Atlantic beat Minnesota 
42-39 in a game where the Golden Gophers were 
constantly playing catch-up. In fact, FAU was up 
35-14 at the half. 

For those of you who don't know, the Sun Belt 
Conference is considered the bottom of the 
totem pole in Football Subdivision (FBS, for- 
merly known as I-A). This is largely due to the 
fact that the Sun Belt is the most recent confer- 
ence to join FBS. Schools in the Sun Belt don't 
have the tradition of schools in the BCS confer- 

ences or even some of the smaller conferences. 
The Western Athletic Conference, for instance, 

has a school that has produced a No. 1 overall 
pick in the NFL draft (Fresno State, David Carr) 
and a school with a Heisman candidate this year 
(Hawaii, Colt Brennan). Historically, schools 
and conferences are judged based on their quar- 
terbacks. That's why the WAC and the MAC 
(Ben Roethlisberger) get respect on the national 
level. 

It's not easy to get respect when your confer- 
ence has only one school with a name that 
sounds BCS-caliber (Arkansas State), has the 
often-laughed-upon "directional" schools 
(Middle Tennessee and North Texas) and both of 
the other, other Florida schools (Florida Atlantic 
and Florida International). 

This is not your older brother's Sun Belt. The 
best way for a conference to get exposure is to 
beat teams from the traditional power confer- 
ences. The SBC has already done that twice this 
year and has come close numerous other times. 

Arkansas' State gave No. 7 Texas all it could 
handle in a 21-13 loss. Middle Tennessee was 
trailing by only three points at halftime in a 58- 
42 loss to then no. 9 Louisville. Miami only man- 
aged 2i points in a 23-9 victory over Florida 
International. 

SBC Co-Champion Troy even did something 
Tennessee couldn't manage by putting 31 points 
on No. 4 Florida in a 59-31 loss; which looks 
much more impressive next to UT's 59-20 deba- 
cle against the same Gators. 

So laugh all you want at the Ragin' Cajuns and 
Mean Greens of the Sun Belt but I'm proud to say 
I'll be watching SBC football this weekend. 

Photo by Ryan OeBooy | Staff Photographer 

The MT Department of Athletics announced this week that Johnny "Red" Floyd 
Stadium's new video system would be named the 'Blue Tube" 

Kickoff: 6:00 PM CST, 60 degrees F 

Stadium: Johnny "Red" Floyd Stadium 

Radio: 106.7 The Fan, WGNS 1 150 AM. 89.5 I'M 
(Charlie McAlcxandcr, pbp/ Chip Walters, color) 

Internet: (ToBlueRaiders.com 

TV: ESPN Regional 
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MT's now 
a football 
university 

I am Sportacus 

J. Owen Shipley 
Sports Editor 

Every single day, after park- 
ing my car at the Boro, I pull 
my backpack straps tight, hop 
OH my board and skate past 
the athletic complex. 

Paying no attention to the 
temperature, I relish the breeze 
in my messy hair as I gain speed 
near the Rose arid Emmit 
Ken nan Hall of Fame building. 
Swerving right to avoid the 
steps, I hit the asphalt by the 
entrance to Floyd Stadium and 
time after time the same 
thought comes to mind. 

"I love this school," I say to 
myself while adjusting my 
ipod or cursing myself for 
being unable to quit smoking. 

No matter what is going on 
in my life, that thought always 
occurs to me. 

Left leg locked, right leg 
pumping my foot to hit at just 
the right angle to maximize 
keep a good speed and squint 
as hard as I can through the 
one opening that allows a 
glimpse of the field. 

What 1 am looking for can't 
be seen, but it is there. A team 
that has brought a pride and 
respect to MT students that 
they have never known. 

Some days 1 catch the Blue 
Raiders running gassers, going 
over plays, of walking into the 
weight room with their coach- 
es but whether they arc there 
or not I feel them. 

As an older- than I care to 
admit- student at MT 1 know 
the difference between a school 
with a team and a football 
school. Memory doesn't paint a 
pretty picture of the suitcase- 
school reality that was MTSU s 
at the turn of the millennium. 

As a freshman many moons, 
three bands, and a temporary 
residence in San Francisco 
ago, I walked onto this cam- 
pus completely ambivalent of 
Floyd Stadium. 

I didn't like MT's coach, I 
didn't like the team and I did- 
n't care. 

What a difference a coach- 
ing change makes. 

Bad attitudes are no longer 
tolerated, GPAs are sky-rock- 
eting, and more students are 
wearing blue than 1 could have 
imagined all those years ago. 

I have seen this team play 
before huge and non-existent 
crowds, at lowly Sun Beit stadi- 
ums and grand NFL arenas. 
Win or lose they play with pride. 

And 1 am proud to be able 
to say that they represent me. 

As students at MT we should 
all remember that in the com- 
munity, in the classroom and on 
national television those 80 or 

so players arc telling the world 
all about our school. 

Which is, essentially, the 
point of college athletics. 
There is a symbiotic relation- 
ship between universities arid 
student-athletes. 

The school provides oppor- 
tunities such as scholarships 
that have made college degrees 
an option for millions of 
Americans living in places 
devoid of hope. 

In turn, those talented indi- 
viduals provide an under- 
appreciated service to the 
school and community. 
Exposure is everything in our 
media driven culture. 

These days, everything is ,i 
business. Now that our high 
schools are locked into 
endorsement, advertising and 
vending contracts it is no 
longer fair to complain that 
colleges are too money-driven. 

The world is corporate, and 
there is no better advertising 
firm than good athletics. We 
can all rest assured that our 
school is well represented by this 
team and it's coaching staff. 

Beyond the win-streak, I am 
predicting the Raiders will ride 
through their Sun Belt schedule 
with ease, this team will make us 
proud because they would never 
embarrass their community. 

If people want to know why 
I'm «o critical of Phillip 
Fulmer the answer is simple. 
All he cares about is football. 
He has no regard for his 
responsibilities as a leader. 

UT has become the college 
version of the Portland 
Jailblazers, and the Cincinnati 
Bungles. I firmly believe that is 
a major reason MT has 
become the number one state 
school in TN. 

Arrests, terrible grades and 
bad attitudes are met with 
sleight-of-hand discipline that 
in the end is more of than a 
vacation than a punishment. 

That will never be the state 
of the Blue Raider program 
under Rick Stockstill. 

Which is why 1 am proud to 
represent them. 

When I first came to this 
school that was just a side- 
walk. Now it is a reminder of 
what I am part of. 

Today, like every other day, 1 
realized I had subconsciously 
stopped at that entrance. 
Staring into it like a crystal 
ball, a smile crept across my 
face and I said the words I 
don't get to say often enough. 

"Thank god for home 
games." 

rhotn by Kvjn DCDOOy    M.iM i'hiUo^rjphir 

Senior Kala Morgan looks to lead the Blue Raiders this weekend a! the Oklahoma Soccer Classic She has three goals for the season thus far 

MT heads to Oklahoma 
By Brian Estes 

Stafi . 

I liu women mi will pl.n the I ong Beach State 49ers on 
I rida) as the Blue Raiders prepare foi conference play. The game will 
be played in Norman. I (kla., .is pail <>l .i tournament hosted by the 
Oklahoma Sooners. ["he Blue Raiders will face the Sooners on Sept. 

\v go down (o i >klahoma and play ! nugh opponents. It 
will certainl) put oui young team to I Blue Raiders coach 
\ston Rhoden. 

Rhoden s.iiil tint Blue Raiders senioi rogan, who 
has tallied three goals and thn oul foi the 
1 ong Beach State game after ha\ ing erru irgery. I le 
also said thai sophomore forward |en I hrelkeld suffered a concussion 
Sunday againsl Alabama A&M, and senioi defendei Ingrid 
(ihristensen isnursinga hamstring. He isoptimistii that both will play 
Friday. 

Rhoden said the varying styles presented bt the two teams will 
present ,i challenge similar to what the Raiders will face during contei 
ence play. 

"Long Beach State is ver) possession oriented, said Rhoden. I he\ 
have a very indirect style ot play. Then is ,i lot ol movement around 
the ball and a lot ot short passing. Oklahoma is ,i bit more direct. 
There is longer passing, and more athleticism. Both teams play totally 
opposite ot each other.' 

Rhoden said he is anticipating a tough game from the Vk 

Being a team from out West, they're very good. They have good 
technical abilities and will be well-coached. There are a lot of return- 
ing players, so I expect they will have good leadership as well," said 
Rhoden. 

"I'm Norwegian, so I don't know anything about their team. All I 
know is they're really good," said Christensen. "We have to play a lot 
better.'' 

As for the Sooners, Oklahoma has a very physical style of play and 
typically finish in the top hall ol the Big 12 Conference, Rhoden said 

"In the Big 12, there's a vibe that yon have to have a strong, physical 
team with good work ethic, said Rhoden. 

One of the keys to the game will be getting production out of the 
experienced players, Rhoden said. 

We also have to finish off the opportunities we get," said Rhoden. 
We've been creating a lot of opportunities, but taking advantage of 
them is going to be critical. What's most important to us is, can we 
play the way we think we should at this point in the season?' 

I hrelkeld leads the team with five goals scored, and Kala Morgan 
and < irogan are tied for the team lead with three assists this season. 

In addition, the Raiders posted then first shutout this year with a 2- 
() win over Alabama A&M last Sunday. Morgan and freshman Kelly 
Downs tallied goals for MTSU, while freshman goalkeeper Kela 
C asiple made eight saxes 

"Thirty seconds into this game, we knew we were going to win," said 
(Ihristensen. 

The victory was the first on the road for MTSU this season. ♦ 

WRITE FOR SPORTS! 

Contact us quick! 

slsports@mtsu.edu 
615-898-2816 

C   o * 

Visit Us At The 
WRITS Record Covention 

Sat., Sept. 22,2007 
At The Holiday Inn 

2227 Old Fort Parkway, 
Murfreesboro.TN 

'Cause College Radio Rales 

Sports Rehab 
Do You Want to Work With Athletes? 
lagan s Deportment of Sports & RehabBtatioii a designed to assist students n the 
management ot Injuries & assist t\ the frectment of patients In c dmcci seftirg. 

Master's Degree in Sports Science & Rehabilitation 
► Unique Dual Degree MS/DC 4 Independent Graduate Degree Formats 

► Develop Skills in the Assessment, Treatment, Conditioning & Injury 
Management of Athletes 

► Work with Professional, Collegiate & High School Sports Teams 

► leom from Experts in Sports Medicine 

► Treat patients in the state-of-the-art BIOFREEZi't Sports & 
Rehabtlrtation Center 

If you ore looking for o career in healthccte offering tremendous 
personGl salisfcctdn. professional success and on income commensuiate 
wi*h your professional position, contact Logon University tooay! 

i. 
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Sign up now 
for MTSU's 
Emergency Text- 

Messaging System 

mtsu.edu/alert4u 

Be Warned BH " *« 

Be Prepared 

Be On Alert 

9of0 
mtsuedu/Qt erf4u 

ra*esdoT9lng 

'; 

And That' 
No Bull! 

When it has to be a late night, it has to be 

• Boosts energy • Regular, Cherry, 
• Helps you focus Lemon-Lime and 
• Increases metabolism     Sugar-Free flavors 

Your Nearest Walgreens 
some are 24:7 too! 

Tennessee & 
Mercury 
1131 Mercury Blvd. 
Store Phone: 
(615)890-5911 

Z#75$ Off 
C   i- i 
Erxji=F=iGV 

DFNIXIK 
16 oz. 

I 
.5 • 
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New student seating announced 
for Johnny "Red" Floyd Stadium 

ttqkk tomtttf ■>! Ml Mcdu Reljlioni 

The SUPP Overall Top-25 
No.    Team Fraction Pts 

1. use 0.9324 979 

2. LSU 0.9095 955 

3. Oklahoma 0.8857 

0.8333 

930 

4. Florida 875 

5. Wast Virginia 0.7800 819 

6. Taxaa 0.7067 

0.6676 

742 

7. Califom la 701 

8. Ohio Stats 0.6638 

0.6324 

0.5952 

0.4971 

697 

9. Pann Stato 664 

10. Wisconsin 625 

11. Rutgars 522 

12. Oregon 0.4581 

0.4381 

481 

13. Boston Collage 460 

14. South Carolina 0.3800 

0.3514 

399 

15. Alabama 369 

16. Clamson 0.3267 343 

17. Texas A&M 0.2486 

0.2429 

261 

18. Hawaii 255 

19  Virginia Tech 0.2343 246 

20. Louisville 0.2200 231 

21   Georgia 0.2076 218 

22. Nebraska 0.1886 198 

23. Kentucky 0.1819 191 

24. South Florida 0.1486 156 

25. Georgia Tech 0.1467 154 

Swipe I.D. for admission 
Register for door prizes! 

Arkansas 0.1390 
Missouri 0.0629 
Arizona State 0.0487 
Cincinnati 0.0390 
Taxaa Tech 0.0343 

For All Students 
Opportunities available with employers in 

business, industry, and government agencies, 
as well as with graduate and professional schools 

Thursday, September 20, 2007 
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Murphy Center Track Level 

Bring resumes for employers  Business casual attire; 
no short shorts or flip-flops. Register for door prizes. 
For more information or to view a roster of attendees, 

go to www.mtsu/edu~career 

Sponsored by the MTSU Career and Employment Center 

MTSU • TannMMa Bo«(d o« R«9»"l» unlv«r»«y It an rqual opportun«y r\on-itcj*«y *tontHlat>a» aduulnnal intension 
shit 00** "<X dWcnmmiW •g«in« individual* with dlMOMOM 
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MT finally returns to Floyd 
By Chris Martin 

Staff Writer 

Middle Tennessee will play 
their home opener against 
Western Kentucky, Thursday, 
revitalizing an old Ohio Valley 
Conference rivalry that has been 
put on the shelf for 16 years. 

This is the 58th time the teams 
have met with MT holding the 
series edge winning 29 games to 
Western Kentucky's 27 with one 
tie. However, this is the first game 
these two have played since 1991. 
The last time these teams met the 
Raiders won 23-21. 

"Our players understand there 
has been a rivalry here in the past 
and they understand the fans 
from both schools and the pas- 
sion they have for this game but 
no one on this team has experi- 
enced it." MT coach Rick 
Stockstill said. "They will appreci- 
ate the rivalry now that Western 
Kentucky is coming into the (Sun 
Belt) Conference. The rivalry will 
build once they have to play them 
every year and with the close 
proximity of the schools." 

Western Kentucky is currendy a 
Division I-A Independent, but 
they   will   join   the   Sun   Belt 

TRUST. 
It is a steadfast principle, adhered to by a family that has 

excelled m the business ot law for thirty years  It is found in 

the strong and fruitful relationships formed in and around this 

community. When you neeo an attorney, choose one tfat has 

your best interests at heart. Choose an attorney you car trust. 

Attorney Mary Trances Stanley-Parner 

108 N. Church Struct 

Murfreesboro, IN 3/130 

615 849 3808 

Bring this couoon in and 

SAVE $200 
on any legal service. 

Conference and be eligible for 
postseason play in 2009. Before 
entering Division I-A, the 
Hilltoppers were a Division I-AA 
powerhouse. 

"We are playing a very good 
football team." Stockstill said. 
"They won a national champi- 
onship in 2002. They finished in 
the top 15 in 2003 and 2004." 

"We're gonna show people that 
WKU football is the real thing," 
Western Kentucky coach David 
Elson said before Western 
Kentucky's first Division I-A 
game against Florida. "We're not 
going to be No. 120 out of 120 in 

the nation very long." 
"We are playing a very good 

football team." Stockstill said. 
"They won a national champi- 
onship in 2002. They finished in 
the top 15 in 2003 and 2004." 

Western Kentucky uses two 
quarterbacks one of which, David 
Wolke, is a Notre Dame transfer. 

"Both David Wolke and K.J. 
Black are good passers and I think 
both are good runners," Stockstill 
said. "It's not a big discrepancy as 
far as one being the runner and 
one being a passer. Both are good 
quarterbacks and obviously if you 
are good enough to sign at Notre 

Dame then you must be pretty 
good. David is an excellent quar- 
terback and K.J. is the same." 

Middle Tennessee (0-3, 0-1 
SBC) is coming off a 44-0 loss to 
No. 2 ranked LSU. In that game, 
the Raiders were unable to get 
into a groove on offense and as a 
result, were unable to generate 
100 total yards. 

"I am disappointed I our over- 
all record, but I continue to see 
progress," Stockstill said. "We are 
playing so many young guys who 
had never played Division I foot- 

See WKU, 3 

MT: Football School 
By J. Owen Shipley 

Mstaniey-pnrKenffsniirtleworthwilliams r.om 
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Sports Editor 

Every single day, after parking 
my car at the Boro, I pull my 
backpack straps tight, hop on my 
board and skate past the athletic 
complex. 

Paying no attention to the tem- 
perature, 1 relish the breeze in my 
messy hair as I gain speed near the 
Rose and Emmit Kcnnan I lall of 
Fame building. Swerving right to 
avoid the steps, I hit the asphalt by 
the entrance to Floyd Stadium 
and time after time the same 
thought comes to mind 

"I love this school," I say to 
myself while adjusting my ipod or 
cursing myself for being unable to 
quit smoking. 

No matter what is going on in 
my life, that thought always 
occurs to me. 

Left leg locked, right leg pump- 
ing my foot to hit at just the right 
angle to maximize keep a good 
speed and squint as hard as I can 
through the one opening that 
allows a glimpse of the field. 

What I am looking for cant be 
seen, but it is there. A team that 
has brought a pride and respect to 
MT students that they have never 
known. 

Some days I catch the Blue 
Raiders running gassers, going 
over plays, of walking into the 
weight room with their coaches 
but whether they are there or not 

I feel them. 
As an older- than I care to 

admit- student at MT I know the 
difference between a school with .i 
team and a football school. 
Memory doesn't paint a pretty 
picture of the suitcase-school 
reality that was MTSU's al the 
turn of the millennium. 

As a freshman main moons, 
three hands, and a temporary res 
idence in San Francisco ago, I 
walked onto this campus com 
pleteiy ambivalent of Floyd 
Stadium. I didn't like MI s coach, 
I didn't like the team and I didn't 
care. 

What a difference ,i coaching 
change makes 

Bad attitudes arc no longei tol 
crated, GPAs are sky-rocketing, 
and more students are wearing 
blue than I could haw imagined 
all those years ago, 

I have seen this team play 
before huge and non-existent 
crowds, at lowly Sun Belt stadi- 
ums and grand NFL arenas. Win 
or lose they play with pride. 

And I am proud to be able to 
say that they represent me. 

As students at MT we should all 
remember that in the community, 
in the classroom and on national 
television those 80 or so players 
arc telling the world all about our 
school. 

Which is, essentially, the point 
of college athletics. There is ,i 
symbiotic  relationship between 

universities and student-athletes. 
The school provides opportu- 

nities such as scholarships that 
have made college degrees an 
option tor millions of Americans 
living in places devoid of hope. 

In turn,those talented individ- 
uals provide an under-appreciat- 
ed service to the school and com 
munity. Exposure is everything in 
our media driven culture. 

These days, everything is a 
business. Now that our high 
schools are locked into endorse- 
ment, advertising and vending 
contracts it is no longer fair to 
complain th.it colleges are too 
money-driven. 

The world is corporate, and 
there is no better advertising firm 
than good athletics. We can all 
rest assured that our school is well 
represented by this team and it's 
coaching staff. 

Beyond the win-streak, I am 
predicting the Raiders will ride 
through their Sun licit schedule 
with ease, this team will make us 
proud because they would never 
embarrass their community. 

If people want to know why I'm 
so critical of Phillip Fulmcr the 
answer is simple. All he cares 
about is football. He has no regard 
lor his responsibilities as a leader. 

I'T has become the college ver- 
sion of the Portland (ailblazers, 
and  the Cincinnati  Bungles. I 

See Sportacus, 3 
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SBC on the rise 
By Chris Martin 

Staff Writer 

Troy was supposed to lose. 
That's what they were sched- 

uled to do. Oklahoma state 
graced them with their presence 
in exchange for what they fig- 
ured would be an easy win. The 
Cowboys figured they would fly 
into Troy, Alabama, notch an 
easy win and be thanked for the 
experience. 

But the Trojans didn't cooper- 
ate. 

Instead of being an effortless 
victory for Oklahoma State, Troy 
easily won 41-23. Who would 
have thought a school from the 
conference that is the redheaded 
stepchild of college football, the 
Sun Belt Conference, could beat 
not one but two BCS conference 
teams in one weekend? 

But that's what happened. Not 
only did Troy beat OK St., but 
Florida Atlantic beat Minnesota 
42-39 in a game where the 
Golden Gophers were constantly 
playing catch-up. In fact, FAU 
was up 35-14 at the half. 

For those of you who don't 
know, the Sun Belt Conference is 
considered the bottom of the 
totem pole in Football 
Subdivision (FBS, formerly 
known as I-A). This is largely 
due to the fact that the Sun Belt 
is the most recent conference to 
join FBS. Schools in the Sun Belt 
don't have the tradition of 
schools in the BCS conferences 
or even some of the smaller con- 
ferences. 

The Western Athletic 
Conference, for instance, has a 
school that has produced a No. 1 
overall pick in the NFL draft 

(FresnoState, David Carr) and a 
school with a Heisman candi- 
date this year (Hawaii, Colt 
Brennan). Historically, schools 
and conferences are judged 
based on their quarterbacks. 
That's why the WAC and the 
MAC (Ben Roethlisberger) get 
respect on the national level. 

It's not easy to get respect 
when your conference has only 
one school with a name that 
sounds BCS-caliber (Arkansas 
State), has the often-laughed- 
upon "directional" schools 
(Middle Tennessee and North 
Texas) and both of the other, 
other Florida schools (Florida 
Atlantic and Florida 
International). 

This is not your older broth- 
er's Sun Belt. The best way for a 
conference to get exposure is to 
beat teams from the traditional 
power conferences. The SBC has 
already done that twice this year 
and has come close numerous 
other times. 

Arkansas State gave No. 7 
Texas all it could handle in a 21- 
13 loss. Middle Tennessee was 
trailing b.y only three points at 
halftone in a 58-42 loss to then 
no. 9 Louisville. Miami only 
managed 23 points in a 23-9 vic- 
tory over Florida International. 

SBC Co-Champion Troy even 
did something Tennessee could- 
n't manage by putting 31 points 
on No. 4 Florida in a 59-31 loss; 
which looks much more impres- 
sive next to UT's 59-20 debacle 
against the same Gators. 

So laugh all you want at the 
Ragin' Cajuns and Mean Greens 
of the Sun Belt but I'm proud to 
say I'll be watching SBC football 
this weekend. 

WKU: Home opener preview 
Continued from 2 

ball and there are growing pains 
when you do that. I like the way 
we compete and finish games." 

The Raiders were able to make 
defensive stops on 3rd down in 
the red zone, which forced the 
Tigers to kick three field goals 
inside the Raider 20 yard line. 

"Middle Tennessee is the best 
0-3 team in the country," Elson 
said. "They are extremely big, fast 
and athletic in all three phases of 

the game. We have a big challenge 
coming off the Eastern Kentucky 
win to be ready to play on 
Thursday night." 

This will be MT's first game 
against a non-ranked opponent 
since the season opener against 
Florida Atlantic. 

The game will begin at 6 pm. At 
Johnny "Red" Floyd Stadium 
which has undergone some recent 
renovations, including the instal- 
lation of a new jumbotron called 
"The Blue Tube.'' ♦ 

Sportacus 
Continued from 2 

firmly believe that is a major rea- 
son MT has become the number 
one state school in TN. 

Arrests, terrible grades and bad 
attitudes are met with sleight-of- 

hand discipline that in the end is 
more of than a vacation than a 
punishment. 

That will never be the state of 
the Blue Raider program under 
Rick Stockstill. 

Which is why I am proud to 
represent them. 

When I first came to this school 
that was just a sidewalk. Now it is 

a reminder of what I am part of. 
Today, like every other day, I 

realized I had subconsciously 
stopped at that entrance. Staring 
into it like a crystal ball, a smile 
crept across my face and I said the 
words I don't get to say often 
enough. 

"Thank god for home 
games." ♦ 

SHOPPING 101... 
TODAY'S FASHION AT DISCOUNT PRICES 
Show your college ID for a 10% discount off your entire purchase. 

PUMA 

ADIDAS 

STEVE MADDEN 

HERE DID YOU GFT 
THOSE SHOES? 

OFF BROADWAY 
SHOE 

WARFHOUSE 

www offbroadwayshoes com 

NEW! Murfreesboro 
The Avenue 

615.494.5048 

Downtown 

Opry Mills 

Cool Spring; 

615.254.6242 

615.514.0290 

615.309.8939 
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