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Student pricked by needle in Pepsi machine
STAFF REPORT

A student was stuck by
a hypodermic needle late
Thursday afternoon after
reaching into the change dis-
penser of a Pepsi machine lo-
cated in Peck Hall.

The senior, who asked not
to be named, reached into the
coin return box after purchas-

ing a drink and pricked her
right thumb around 3:45 p.m.
by a needle that she was not
aware was there, said MTSU
Police Chief Buddy Peaster.

The student was treated
at Middle Tennessee Medi-
cal Center, where she was
later released.

"Evidently, she put the nee-
dle in a bag and took it with

her to the ER," Peaster said.
"It might be a one-of-a-kind

,thing or it might be some-
thing very serious."

Police have said that it is too
early to determine whether
foul play is expected.

MTSU police picked up the
syringe from MTMC after be-
ing contacted by the victim;
the needle has been logged in

as evidence at the station.
Peaster also warned stu-

dents to pay attention in gen-
eral around campus, even in
the most mundane of tasks.

"If you're stuck by an un-
sterile needle, you're contract-
ing any disease that person
it's been in contact with has,"
said Dr. Pat Spangler, medi-
cal director of MTSU Health

Services. "If a needle has been
laying there a long time out
in the air, there's not a big
chance ofbodily fluids."

Spangler said that the dis-
ease medical centers usu-
ally check for patients who've
been pricked by needles is
tetanus, though all blood-
borne diseases or bacterial
infections are considered.

Spangler also said it is pos-
sible to contract HIV through
needles, though the possibil-
ity is low. Studies show it is
much more likely to contract
HIV and AIDS through sex-
ual intercourse than by being
pricked by a needle.

Anyone with information
about the nature of this in-
cident should call MTSU po-
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Students happily and legally deface a giant wall outside the Keathley University Center on Wednesday afternoon. The wall art will eventually be auctioned offfor charity.

Students' graffiti raises money
STAFF REPORT

Hundreds of students gathered to tag up a
graffiti wall the MTSU Student Programming
Fine Arts Committee constructed in front of the
Keathley University Center last Wednesday.

"We are funded by the student body," said
Will Cameron, a sophomore photography ma-
jor. "We wanted to host this promotional event
to get students, especially new ones, involved."

The committee built the wall and provided
spray paint for any students who wanted to
make donations in order to paint on it.

"People could give donations of whatever
they wanted," said Alison Ford, a freshman dig-
ital animation and studio art major. "We prob-
ably saw over 100 students come and [contrib-
ute] to the wall."

Along with the student wall, the committee
also created a wall and had professional artists

from WorkForce Rebellion paint it. DJ Kidsmeal
provided music while the event took place.

"WorkForce Rebellion is a crew from Nash-
ville that does murals all over the city, as
well as Rocketown and other exhibitions,"
Cameron said.

Cameron said they are planning on putting
up sections of the professional wall in the KUC
lounge for display and will eventually put them
up for auction and give the money to charity.

New
building
ground
broken
By MARIE KEMPH
StaffWriter

Lawmakers, MTSU ad-
ministrators and officials
from the Tennessee 'Board of
Regents came together Fri-
day morning for the ground-
breaking of the new College
of Education and Behavioral
Science building.

President Sidney McPhee
said that the $32.7 million
construction project for the
building will provide the
MTSU community with new
opportunities and the tools
necessary to ensure high-
quality teachers.

"The building is designed to
enhance the students' time at
our university," McPhee said.

McPhee said the new facil-
ity will include almost 1,000
classroom seats, 87 faculty
offices, formal and informal
gathering areas, labs, confer-
ence rooms, and an auditori-
um that will seat 100 people.

The project is scheduled
to be completed by 2011,
and open for operations for
the spring 2012 semester,
McPhee said. As of now, the
project is meeting construc-
tion deadlines and has stayed
within the projected budget.

EDUCATION, PAGE 2

Theatre Dept. brings award-winning musical to MTSU
By ROZALIND RUTH rated at the beginning of the do it," Bundage said.
Staff Writer show, but they all come to- Deborah Anderson, direc-

gether through music. tor of "Ragtime" and a pro-
-----TheTony Wd-winnig g -s a stpyIti -te sch ofspeech -

musical "Ragtime" will play," said Raphael Bundage, and theatre, said she enjoys
be performed by MTSU's director of choral activities making the stories come
School of Music in the Tuck- and producer of "Ragtime." alive on stage.
er Theatre Nov. 6-8. "It's wonderful to see our "Ragtime" is a departure

The musical, written by diverse student body come from other MTSU produc-
Terrence McNally with together and put on some- tions due to its large size,"
music by Stephen Flaherty, thing like this." Anderson said.
is based on a Tony Award- The production has more Justin Durham, Tucker
winning book. than a 40-member cast, as Theatre's facility director, de-

"Ragtime" presents many well as the costuming and signed "Ragtime's" set, which
narratives about differ- technical crew comprised of has three levels of scaffolding.
ent social groups living in students and alumni. "I wanted the industrial
America at the turn of the "This [production] is es- look," Durham said.
20th century. pecially grand and large," Richard Browder, chore-

Erica Simmons, aseniorlib- Bundage said. ographer of "Ragtime" and
eral arts major who plays the The show will have a live full MTSU alumnus, said the

- role of Sarah, said the music is orchestra of about 20 players, choreography is based on
her favorite part of the play. said Bundage. The orchestra dance trends of the time, as

"It draws them - music musicians will be students well as traditional musical
unifies us in culture," Sim- from the School of Music. theater choreography.
mons said. "That's how the composer

Photo by Chris Donahue, contributing photographer
Different races are all sepa- intended it and that's how we RAGTIME, PAGE 2 Kayla Bratton and Norman Hanks rehearse forTuce 'eatre's upcoming presentation of"Ragime.
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CRIME BRIEFS
Oct. 25, 9:39 a.m.
Drug Abuse
Scarlett Commons Apartments

Joshua Grant was issued a state

citation for simple possession of

marijuana.

Oct. 25, 12:36 p.m.
Burglary

Greek Row

Student of Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity

came to station to report theft of

textbooks from his room.

Oct. 25, 6:45 p.m.
Traffic

Baird Lane

Charlene Odigie was issued a state

citation for driving on a suspended

license.

Oct. 26, 10:10 a.m.
Vandalism

Murphy Center

Subject advised that a door to the

racquetball court was damaged the

night ofthe step show. Estimated loss

is $150.

Oct. 27, 12:08 a.m.
Traffic
Scarlett Commons parking lot
Chelsey Collins was issued a state cita-

tion for illegally parking in a handicap

space.

Oct. 27, 2:23 p.m.
Assault

Keathley University Center

Officers responded to a call involv-

ing an authorized group on the KUC

Knoll. An officer observed one of the

group members being pushed. Mi-

chaela Morales was arrested for simple

assault.

EDUCATION
FROM PAGE 1

Charles Manning, chan-
cellor of the Tennessee Board
of Regents, spoke during the
groundbreaking ceremony,
and briefly touched on the
economic issues surround-:.
ing higher educatdiio.iT

"We will spend the money
just as fast as we can," Man-
ning said. "Despite the state
problems, MTSU's role is
important to the surround-
ing communities. I am over-
whelmingly pleased with
this project."

The initial funds allocated
to pay for the construction
of the new building were ap-
proved two years ago, before
the economic recession and
do not consist of student fees.
State lawmakers approved
funding the project with a
mixture of cash appropria-
tions and state bonds.

Earlier this year, school of-
ficials were concerned that
state lawmakers would not
follow through with provid-
ing the money for construc-
tion costs, due to budget cuts
and the recent scrutiny of
the increased tuition prices
enacted this year.

"Lawmakers made a tough
decision to support construc-
tion," McPhee said, adding,

Oct. 27, 3:51 p.m.
Theft
Scarlett Commons Apartments
Report of a stolen bicycle.

Oct. 28, 11:24 a.m.
Theft
James E. Walker Library
Report of a stolen wallet.

Oct. 28, 3:28 p.m.
Vandalism

Greek Row

Reported vandalism to a light pole.

Oct. 28, 5:34 p.m.
Harassment
Greenland Drive parking lot B

Reports of a subject making threaten-

ing remarks and gestures.

Oct. 29, 2:16 p.m.
Theft
Recreation Center

Subject called wanting to report his

locker being broken into and his laptop

being stolen.

Oct. 29, 3:40 p.m.
Theft
Rutherford parking lot
Report of items stolen from a vehicle.

Oct. 29, 4:20 p.m.
Theft
Felder Hall

Report of a debit card being stolen

from dorm room.

Oct. 29, 8:00 p.m.
Malicious Mischief
Peck Hall

Report ofa hypodermic needle in a

vending machine at Peck Hall.

that without the continued
support and lobbying efforts
by some state lawmakers,
including former Rep. John
Hood who is now employed
at MTSU, the new educa-
tion building would not
be possible.

"The new building will
egh l e:the image of tqech-
ic ;eduIation aid-.encour

age more students to en-
roll," Tom Tozer, director of
news and public affairs, said
while officiating as master.
of ceremonies.

Tennessee state Senator
Bill Ketron, Reps. Joe Carr
and Jim Tracy, were also
among the distinguished
guests in attendance, and
mingled with school faculty
and administration follow-
ing the ceremony.

"These are exciting times
at MTSU," McPhee said, add-
ing, the school was recently
named as one of the "Top
100 Public Universities in the
Nation", by "Forbes Maga-
zine." MTSU is currently
ranked 57th and is the only
Tennessee school included in
the rankings.

McPhee said he was hon-
ored by the recognition, and
that the new facility is just
one example of how impor-
tant it is to continue to meet
the demands of current and
prospective students.

Photo by Sarah Finchu, staffphorographer

Tucker Theatre will close in March to undergo a $1.4 million renovation. The closing displaces two pre-scheduled performances.

Theater closesfor remodeling
Current facilities don't -meet ADA accessibility standards
By BRETT POE "Once the money was "On an academic side, for
Staff Writer there, talks could begin with our disabled students, acces-

the dean's office and the pro- sibility will be so much eas-
Students in the Depart- vost office," Durham said. ier," Durham said. "People

ment of Speech and Theatre About $1.4 million is bud- think of [Tucker Theatre] as
can expect big changes next geted for the project, accord- rundown. They will want to
semester for Tucker Theatre ing to Jeff Gibson, director of see the updates after the ren-
as the facility undergoes ren- Tucker Theatre. Plans for the ovations. It's an opportunity
ovations beginning in March theater include refurbishing to grab our patrons and keep
2010 to improve compliance the '-original seating, which them coming back."
with Americans with Dis- has been in place since 1964, Gibson said he thinks that
abilities Act standards for redesigning the main lobby, the timing of the project will
accessible design. increasing square footage work out for the best, and the

Renovations are sched- and creating a new space for project should have minimal
uled to be completed in early the box office. impact on students' abilities
August 2010, in time for the The main purpose behind to perform.
start of the fall semester. the renovations, however, "This is the time to do it,"

President Sidney McPhee is to bring the theater up to he said. "I'm extremely ec-
started talks with theater ADA codes, providing wheel- static for the renovation."
manager Justin Durham chair accessible ramps up to Two performances are
last year to appropriate entrance as well as improv- scheduled for the depart-
funds to the department ing accessibility to control ment after renovations be-
:aid begin making need- areas in the theater. gii, but' 'Gibshii 'eds' the'
ed changes to the theater:. "' 'Restrooms will als 'be up' dchalldnge as a klerning ex-
Once the stimulus money dated, including the installa- perience for the students.
was approved through the tion of a family restroom to "Appalachian Roots," a
state budget, Durham got meet ADA requirements. play written by students, is
the phone to go ahead with Durham said he thinks scheduled to begin louring
the project, a call he'd been the impact of the project will to local elementary schools
waiting for since July. be two-fold. in April, according to Gib-

son. Without the use of
Tucker, he said he's hopeful
the actors might be able to
perform on campus in the
Alumni Memorial Gym.

Durham said. he thinks
touring the show locally will
give the students valuable
learning experience in re-
peatedly setting up and tear-
ing down a show, preparing
them for a tour of the show
in Ireland beginning in May.

The other affected perfor-
mance is the Spring Dance
Show. The dance is now being
planried as a "found-space
performance," Gibson said.
"It's a sort of avant-garde
idea; you don't have to have a
theatre space to perfdrm."

Though Gibson and Dur-
'hahi said they are still ex-
pldring' options, one pos-
sible location for the dance
show may be the tennis
courts or another type of
athletic space.

Neither performance has
yet to be cast.

RAGTIME
FROM PAGE 1

"It's very stylized,"
Browder said. "It's not your
typical modern Broadway
[dancing]."

The costumes are more
traditional to the time pe-
riod said alumnus Trish
Clark, costume designer for
"Ragtime." Clark said the
costumes will help the audi-
ence recognize which social
group a character belongs.

Shawn Lewis, an alum-
nus who plays the part of
Coalhouse Walker Jr., said
he thinks students should
come to see "Ragtime" to
support the arts and their
fellow students.

mtsusidelines.com mtssidelnes.com/
multimedia

Michael Morrison, a senior
liberal arts majoi who plays
Henry Ford, said "Ragtime"
tells how different races were
separated, but through music
and art they come together.

Justin Nelson, a chorus
member of "Ragtime" and
junior in general music edu-
cation, said he chose to audi-
tion for "Ragtime" because
he felt like he could relate
to the story because it deals
with issues of diversity.

Carole Presley, a junior lib-
eral arts major, said she feels
fortunate to be in a show
that deals with issues of rac-
ism and discrimination.

"The nature of the show
is so diverse and so real,"
Presley said.

YouTube.com/
mtsusidelines

Go online to read all of our content!
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SGA discusses preacher

Photo submitted by Jeremy Johnson, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc.

The gentlemen of Alpha Phi Alpha pose for their 24th annual Ms. Black and Gold pageant on Wednesday.

Ms. Black and Gold crowned
Winner of pagent will go to hometown
of Memphis for state-wide competition
By CHRIS MAYO
Stafft\riter

The Tennessee Room of
the James Union Building
was packed with students
eager to see who would be
crowed in the 24th An-
nual Alpha Phi Alpha Miss
Black and Gold Pageant
Wednesday night.

Fourteen young women
competed in the pageant,
but it was Jasmine White,
a sophomore biochemistry
major, who walked away
with the crown and a $300
scholarship.

"Words can't express the
way I feel," White said. "I'm
just honored to be represent-
ing the prestigious Kappa Xi

,..Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity Inc."

White will hold the title
of Miss Black and Gold at
MTSU for a year, and she
will also go on to compete
in the state competition that
will be held in her hometown
of Memphis on Nov. 21.

White said that she will be
a lot more comfortable there
with her family and church

" to support her.
"I was shaking in my

knees," White said. "Before
I went on stage each time, I
said a little prayer to calm
me down."

Also receiving scholar-
ships were second runner-
up Miacia Porter, a junior
journalism major, and first
runner-up Brittany Holt,
a sophomore business ma-
jor. Holt will take White's
place if she can't perform
her duties.

Dornedria Cross, a sopli
more mass communications
major, won the title of Miss
Congeniality. Kay Lana Tate,
a junior accounting major,
won the People's Choice
award. This award was deter-
mined by the audience plac-
ing money in the box of their
favorite, contestant, All the
proceeds went to the March
of Dimes.

The eight judges came
from across the state and
judged the contestants on
several criteria, includ-
ing academic achieve-
ments, oratory ability, per-
formed talent, physical poise
and appearance.

The master and mistress
of ceremony were former
Student Government As-

sociation president Sondra
Wilson and Reverend James
McCarroll of Murfreesboro's
First Baptist Church East.

The event started with an
opening dance by all 14 con-
testants, followed by a show-
case of the women in both
casual wear and swimwear.
Each contestant showed off
their own particular style
and were escorted by the
men of Alpha Phi Alpha.

The contest continued with
the talent showcase, which
featured music, dancing, ba-
ton twirling and poetry.

Asia Muhammad, a se-
nior basic and applied sci-
ences major, blew the crowd
away with her piano medley,
which blended excerpts of
works by classic compos-
ers Beethoven and Mozart
with melodies from mod-
ern hits. Her performance
earned her a standing ova-
tion and the talent trophy for
the pageant.

"It was a humbling experi-
ence [to walk with them],"
said Jozmen Robinson, presi-
dent of Alpha Phi Alpha.
"They were very impressive,
and it was a great show and
we had a great crowd."

5-6 a.m.

4-5 p.m. ,5-6p.m.

By MARIE KEMPH
Sraff Writer

The recent arrest of student
Michaela Morales, involv-
ing the PinPoint Evangelism
preachers, became an issue
of debate during the Student
Government Association's
meeting last Thursday.

Senator Erika Maclin, a rep-
resentative of the College ofBa-
sic and Applied Sciences, was
the first to bring up the issue
and questioned the decision.
during the weekly meeting.

"Why is our campus so
open to have trespassers like
that here?" Maclin asked.

The discussion of the First
Amendment rights of the
three men and free expression
in general became the topic of
debate for the evening.

"Organizations are allowed
to be on campus once all the
appropriate information and
paperwork has been filled
out," SGA President Bran-
don McNary said. "There's
been talk of why this group
was allowed, but it is a First
Amendment issue."

The incident took place two
days prior to the SGA meet-
ing and involved assault al-
legations between Michaela
Morales, a junior social work
major, and John McGlone, a
preacher with PinPoint Evan-

gelism. The female student was
later arrested, and the incident
is still under investigation.

"People need to understand
what the First Amendment
means," said Gene Fitch; as-
sociate vice president for
Student Affairs and dean of
Student Life.

He added that people can-
not support free speech strict-
ly for their beliefs; they must
support it even when a group's
message is incompatible with
their own.

Fitch said a workshop held
to discuss the U.S. Constitu-
tion would be more beneficial,
adding that MTSU is a public
institution, and students need
to understand that free speech
applies to everyone.

"We cannot ban people
from campus based on
views," he said. "I will not
apologize, and school ad-
ministrators will not apolo-
gize for abiding by the law."

Others were concerned
about the possibility of the
group returning to campus,
what possible procedures
should be taken in the future
and if groups deemed "inap-
propriate" or "hateful" could
be denied access.

"This group is mentally
dangerous," Senator Brenna
McDaniel of the College
of Mass Communication

Managing Editor
News editor

Sports editor
Features editor.

Photo editor
Opinionseditor-

said, adding that she had re-
searched the group on You-
Tube, did not like the group's
controversial message and
does not want them back.

At-large Senator Drew Dun-
lop said that the SGA needs to
review the approval process,
and that there was not enough
security at the event.

Senator Brandon Thom-
as of the College of Liberal
Arts proposed that the SGA
should host a workshop to
educate students on how to
react properly to controver-
sial groups. Senator Chelsea
Curtis of the College of Lib-
eral Arts disagreed, and said
a workshop is unnecessary.

McNary also addressed ru-
mors about the accusations
that Fitch was there and saw
all of the incident.

"Dr. Fitch and I were in a
weekly meeting in the KUC
Conference Room 210," Mc-
Nary said. "His secretary,
Susan Thorton, got him out
of the meeting to tell him
what was going on."

Fitch said the rumors
about him were completely
false and unfounded. He said
that police are investigat-
ing the allegations involving
Morales and McGlone, and
if any are true, then the ap-
propriate school officials will
address that particular issue.
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Horses enlighten, engage students
By ALLISON ARMSTRONG
Contributing Writer

Few people think of the
horse as a collegiate teaching
tool. The horse is an animal
of extraordinary grace and
speed, more like a work of
art than a textbook or a set
of equations.

Still, the horse is a valuable
educational tool, one that stu-
dents and professors at MTSU
utilize nearly every day of the
school year.

Granted, the school stables
aren't located in the heart
of campus, and horses don't
roam the green spaces on
campus or clatter down the
hallways of the Davis Science
Building. Take a 15-minute
drive, however, and you'll
find the MTSU Horse Sci-
ence Center, located just off
Thompson Lane.

The program is part of the
School of Agribusiness and
Agriscience and is dedicated
to educating students about all
aspects of the modern equine
through classroom work
and hands-on experience.
Like any other department

on campus, the HSC is full
of professors and students on
a daily basis. Some 86 majors
and nearly 100 minors attend
their horse-related classes in
the center. One additional el-
ement, however, makes the
HSC unique. It's attached di-
rectly to the school stables,
where the ingredient that
makes everything possible is
housed: horses.

One swing ofthe door leaves
the traditional classrooms and
lobby of the HSC behind, and
suddenly the aroma of horses,
pine shavings and leather pre-
vails. If you are a horse person,
such scents are synonymous
with heaven.

And if you are a Horse Sci-
ence student, you know that
college never smelled so good.

The Horse Science program
is unique in that "professors"
are not limited to the two-
legged variety. In addition to
its talented human faculty
and staff, the program utilizes
some 45 horses for both riding
and judging classes, as well as a
small herd of breeding stock.

Photo illustration by Jay Baily, photography editor

Every horse on the prop-
erty possesses some quality or
skill that makes it a valuable
teaching animal.

"All of these horses have
something to show ev-
ery rider," says Christine
Henry, a sophomore from
Marietta, Ga.

She entered MTSU in May
2008 and began working at
the barn in June.

Henry has ridden every
school horse available in the
stables, so she knows what
she's talking about.

"The horses bring the text-
book material to life," Henry
explains. "Without them, we'd
only have bones," she says, re-
ferring to the skeleton of the
horse that stands in the corner
of one of the HSC classrooms:

The school horses are ei-
ther donated by their own-
ers or bred and raised there.
They range in age from
foals to 20-somethings, and
come in all shapes, sizes, col-
ors and skill levels. Many
were award-winning show
horses before they came to
the center.

Most of the school horses
came to the university both
for a second chance and for a
good home, according to Hen-
ry. At least one horse in the
MTSU barn might have ended
up dead had she not come to
the program.

"Crossword was a show
pony who had some terrible
experiences with [horse] trail-
ers," Henry explains. "She
destroyed at least two trailers

and probably would have been
euthanized if she hadn't been
sent here instead. Fortunately,
she can live here on the prop-
erty year-round."

Crossword is used 'for both
equitation classes and eques-
trian team lessons. She has
taught countless people how
to hone their skills during her
time in the program.

"These horses come here for
a second chance," Henry de-
clares. "They love their jobs,
and they are treated like the
superstars they are."

Of course, Crossword
is just one of many school
horses who help educate stu-
dents who come through
the program.

"The horses at MTSU have
been a great influence on my

education in helping me to
understand horses, how they
function and what makes
them 'tick," say Carol Gaw
Laine a Horse Science sopho-
;hi efrom Lebainon; Tenn.

While Laine has always
been passionate about horses,
she was deathly afraid of them
until just a few years ago.

"MTSU's horses have helped
me come to know what is
typical equine behavior and
response, and [have] less-
ened my fear tremendously,"
she says.

Owen the Big and Comfy
are two horses who have had a
tremendous impact on Laine.

"I learned, and continue to
learn, to have patience with
Owen and [to] ask him to
do things in a way he under-

stands." Laine says. "Owen's
size is very intimidating, but
with help, I have learned to
see him for what he is and not
what he appears to be."

Laine has, in the past three
years, progressed from being
afraid of horses to competing
in her first two jumping shows
this past summer.

"I have learned so much
from the horses in the pro-
gram." she explains. "To ride
correctly takes a huge amount
of physicality, but mentally
it is way more involved. [The
horses] have taught me to stay
in the moment and to be pres-
ent with them, not thinking of
anything else."

Patrick Kayser, professor of
equine health and equine re-
productive physiology, finds
that having the horses nearby
improves his teaching style as
well. Since the center keeps
Tennessee Walking Horse
breeding stock on the property,
Kayser's Equine Reproduction
and Breeding classes are able to
witness elements of the horse
breeding industry firsthand.

In addition to being four-
legged teachers, both Heydare
and Seve serve as good am-
bassadors for the program to
the public.

"A lot of people [from the
community] come to see our
horses." Kayser says. "We are
one of the signature programs
of the university, and we are
well-recognized as a leader
of equine education in the
horse community."

Whereas anystudent can ask
aiiy irofessbr to eliborte on
his "exlpeti~fices, tf"s pa&Se-
cial language to communicate
with a horse. Teaching that
language to students is what
Horse Science is all about.

"Students often limit them-
selves by their own expecta-
tions," Kayser says. "[If] you
push them to exceed their
own expectations, they begin
to realize what's possible, and
they really progress forward
from that point."

Ifthey could talk, the MTSU
school horses would undoubt-
edly agree with him.

'PARANORMAL ACTIVITY' HAUNTS MOVIE THEATERS
ByJOHNATHON SCHLEICHER
StaffWriter

Scary movies are in sea-
son, and one of the prod-
ucts of this year's Hallow-
een season is the movie
"Paranormal Activity."

The film may not pres-
ent the murdering slasher
America has come to ex-
pect from horror films, but
it finds the means to deliver
the shivers to audiences just
as well.

Combining the documen-
tary through-the-lens style
and agonizing suspense,
"Paranormal Activity" is a
contribution to the horror
genre that really gets you
into the holiday spirit.

Directed by Oren Peli,
"Paranormal Activity" uses
the mockumentary ap-
proach so the entire movie
feels like real footage or
video documentation.

"ParanormalActivity" dis-
tinguishes itself with static,
set camera angles that create
horrifying suspense.

The film begins without
a title or credits. It merely
has a notice from the pro-
ducers thanking the fami-
lies responsible for "pro-
viding the footage." The
film focuses on the couple
Katie (Katie Featherston)

and Micah (Micah Sloat)
and the strange occur-
rences that happen inside
their house.

Katie is convinced that
since she was a child, she has
been followed by a strange
and haunting presence, but
Micah is skeptical and gets
a video camera to try and
document the invisible in-
truder as they sleep.

Director: Oren Peli

Starring: Katie Featherston,
Micah Sloat

Rating: R for language

Run Time: 86 minutes

After a while, there are
enough strainge occurrences
and video footage to con-
vince Micah there is a prob-
lem. Instead of hiring a doc-
tor like Katie begged, Micah
decides to take the matter
into his own hands.

Micah's arrogance in
taunting the apparition
and constantly document-
ing every step causes the
couple to get into spats of

fighting. Things only get
worse for the couple when
Micah brings a Ouija board
into the home against
Katie's wishes.

While I sympathize with
Katie and her horrifying
situation, I find Micah to
be an arrogant, egotistical
jerk who put his lover's life
in danger just to prove he is
in control of a situation he
does not fully understand.

Despite the crazy events
happening, he always
seemed to make Katie's fears
humorous. Micah's charac-
ter is pretty irritating, but
that kept me pulled into
the movie.

Unlike most horror
films, where the movie
immediately throws the
audience into scary or gro-
tesque images popping out
of nowhere or demented
killers running amok,
"Paranormal Activity" uses
subtlety to ease the audi-
ence into a good scare.

The movie is about an
hour and 36 minutes long,
and at least half an hour
of the film is spent get-
ting to know the lovers and
their house.

Peli's direction causes a
kind of anxiety that the first
part of the movie almost

Photo couresty ofl)rcamworks

Katie rocks back and forth against the bed after an encounter with
the entity in the haunted house she shares with Micah.

made me forget it was a hor-
ror film. I was rudely awak-
ened from that illusion and
was ripped right back into
reality every time the lovers
went to bed. The film is not
based on a true story, but
the way the movie felt real
added a pleasing touch.

One downside to "Para-
normal Activity" is how

the movie is pretty slow
to get into the action. Like
the movie "Jaws," the feel-
ing of suspense and anxiety
are emitted when watch-
ing the film because of
how little you actually see
the antagonist.

That normally is not a
bad thing, and it definitely
sets it apart from movies

like "The Blair Witch Proj-
ect", but when you wait over
half an hour in an hour and
a half long film to see any
action, it gets to be a little
too much.

One of the reasons the
movie has become so popu-
lar is how they released it to
the masses. Paramount Pic-
tures originally placed the
fate of the movie and where
it is played solely in the fans'
hands. In order to watch the
movie, fans had to go to the
"Paranormal Activity" Web
site and demand that the
movie be available to the-
aters in their area.

Accordingtothefilm's Web
site, more than 1,000,000
people from around the
country demanded the film
play in their city. In re-
sponse, Paramount Pictures
agreed to release the movie
nationwide on Oct. 16.

"Paranormal Activity" is a
decent movie for being both
a low budget movie and
a mockumentary.

In all honesty, the film
did not live up to the hype
it was getting, but it still
can leave you looking over
your shoulder at night. I
give "Paranormal Activity"
2 ghosts out-of4.
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RAGE AND LOA THING Second ch ance colleg e ROM THENontraditional like me
i AN I lBeth Silva Keep eyes

1 I1 1 "1

"Hell" and "sin" punctuat-
ed the general din of an un-
ruly crowd. One man held a
tall sign printed in the Wild
West font with a laundry list
of the Lord's malcontents:
fornicators, drunks, thieves,
immodest women and
especially God-haters.

The sidewalk foamed with
at least a hundred people The Pen
wigged out on enmity, nico- Mighter
tine and adrenaline. They

e held signs. "Church of the Evan Barker
Flying Spaghetti Monster,"
"Ninja," "No one expects the Spanish In-.,
quisition" and "He's gay," scrawled on the
ripped-off back of a spiral notebook.

We were somewhere
e around the Knoll

on the edge of the
quad when the rage
began.

A woman with
dark curly hair in
a white vest strolled
by, then turned and
screamed some-
thing at the top of

£ her lungs about
"loud hypo-
crites." I turned.

* She looked at
least three lev-
els of pissed-off
higher than the
rest of the crowd,
who seemed to be en-
joying themselves in some
sick way. She kept walking.

I was distracted by the
man with the Bonanza sign,
with a protester shout-
ing literally -inches 'from
his face. The kid, tall and
lanky, was leaning down
into the shorter man's face
and gesturing about his
head. They bobbed around
the grass for a few steps un- til preacher
man clutched his sign and started hustling
towards a cop car rolling across the lawn.

I pushed over to the officer, who was clearly
not amused. I wondered how often she saw a
few hundred raving lunatics in one place.

"I'm expressing my Constitutional rights!"
he shouted at her. She held both at arm's
length. The kid melted away. The cop turned
towards the crowd, thronging around the
man standing over the sidewalk. They were
really starting to seethe for this guy. I ran

* back up the steps. The scene was starting to
fill up as the sidewalk closed and the preacher
traded insults with the people. The keening
of the immediate group of protesters became
seriously loud.

I heard another unspecific shout back to-
wards the quad. White vest lady was shouting,
dangling what looked to be a rosary from one
hand, her face twisted into a Cheney scowl.
I thought she left, but lost her in the shuffle
when the first cop showed up. Now she was
back, but on the opposite side of the crowd
closer to the building. I worked my way up
the sidewalk close to the wall where the man
was shouting. He was perched at the very
edge of the concrete lip, reaching over the
crowd and really giving it to them.

The crowd closest to the flower box pushed
really close. Students were starting to climb
up onto the ledge with the man, who ignored
them at first. The "he's gay" sign hovered next
to his ear, much to the delight of the mob.
It-was then that Twished for the 1960s,

when people protested by silently turning
their backs on their antagonists. I also wished
for a hip flask. The situation was clearly on
the brink of getting out of hand.

I stepped up on the grass out of the melee
for an instant to find the photographer. An-

, other reporter was nervously sucking a ciga-
rette. There were at least a handful of people in
the flower box behind and surrounding cam-
era preacher, getting really close. He changed
tactics from screaming in general to scream-

1i
r'

on tne Cuc. 1OII peeled wileI graduated high school in 1993. I had a full scholarship for
my college courses. I went to college because it was the right
thing to do, because I thought I wanted to do "something" in.
business. At that time, I lived with my parents and worked. All
expenses were paid. I remember my challenge was to wake up.
when the alarm clock went off; it was so easy to snooze for 15
more minutes. I wasn't always late, just sometimes. I had a lot
of friends and I could easily pass the day socializing at school.
My normal schedule was go to school, go to work, come home
and do homework as late as I needed, for as long as I needed,
wherever I wanted. And, my weekends were free for me.

Then I met my (ex) boyfriend and I was stupid enough to
let him convince me to drop out of college so we could be rich
with our own Internet business! What a crock! We didn't get
rich; far from it. I still don't have a degree and I'm still not
a millionaire (can you believe it?). Nowadays, I can't find 15
minutes for Pilates, let alone, snooze with my alarm clock.

My new schedule is: wake up, eat breakfast, wake my son up,
get us to the daycare before 8:00, go to class, study, pick him
up at 4:15, feed him, bathe him, put him in bed by 8:00, and
I usually fall asleep around midnight. Excluding weekends, I
have about four and half hours a day, without my son (no un-
necessary distractions - a collegiate parent's dream).

However, in addition to being a full-time student; study-
ing, doing homework and writing papers, my husband and I
have a business, with very unpredictable and undependable
income. Each week, I spend a few hours balancing the books
and collecting late payments from delinquent clients. To make
life even more interesting, we have a vacant house, out of state.
That means we pay rent plus a few hundred dollars, two times
a month, with one income. And, since I am not "working" I
get to post and manage the .ads and interview potential rent-
ers. Occasionally we drive four hours on the weekends to show
the house to potential renters. We try to spend "family time"
together on Sundays (which is also a great day to study).

So, once again, 12 years later, I'm a full-time student. This
time, there is no turning back. Yes, I have many more challenges
and responsibilities this time, I am so much more focused and
determined, I will graduate and I will be a teacher very soon.

My word of advice to all students: stay focused, make a
small sacrifice now that will pay off in the future.

This essay won the Nontraditional Student Week essay
contest hosted by the office of Off-Campus Student Services.
Beth Silva is a freshman business education major : ,:
and can be reached at ets2m@mtsu.edu
November 2-6 is Nontraditional Student Week.

ing at people in specific, as the
slurs flew.

Photog and I dove back in,
pushing close to the box, just
to the right of the main side-
walk where the most vocal
opponents were clustered. We
were totally surrounded by
now. People stood across the
sidewalk under the trees, up on

is the smoking porch and near
the building. The squad car sat
on the lawn towards the pho-
togralihy building as the officer
worked into the crowd.

There's nothing like being in a very blended
mob as an older white man shouts hellfire
down at you. Kind of like feeling the last few

hundred years vicariously. Down
with The Man! Solidarity!

I saw the lady in the vest
up on the ledge. She

couldn't have
been more than
six inches from
the preacher, who

clung to the corner
of the concrete lip
where he'd been
for at least 15 min-
utes by now. This
woman was in
full-blown loath-
ing, shrilly hav-
ing it out. I could
hear her over the

group. This marked
a clear escalation of

tension. For the first time,
he started to look outnum-
bered. No place to go with .
this lady up in his grill.

"Take your hands off
my breasts!" Oh shit.

Preacher was totally
trapped. His sign wavered
overhead. Vest girl was

turned to face him, scream-
ing like a hellhound. Her arms

were at the height of her chest. Preacher man
feebly raised an arm. I wondered if he wished
that he'd quit while he was ahead.

"Take your hands off my breasts!"
I had a sickening vision of a statue in Bagh-

dad toppling off its pedestal. In grotesque
slow motion, the tall sign rolled nautically to-
wards the photographer and me. Then went
the devils out of the man, and entered into
the swine. Three hundred people gasped.
Free speech crushed. Might makes right.

His arms flung out as he rolled off the ledge
and collapsed in a heap under his sign on the
step below. There was a half-hearted cheer
and a handful of the mob laughed. For an in-
stant, I saw the girl in the vest standing alone
on the wall, totally expressionless, a huge
empty space to her side. The crowd crushed
in. She wandered off the wall and circled
around the crowd, directly into the cop, who
led her back. The man still rolled facedown, a
small group kneeling around. The rest of the
mob tittered uneasily.

Nine squad cars appeared from all sides.
The crowd began to dissolve.

The standard questioning: who pushed
whom? How did he fall? Did you do it?

"I didn't do anything wrong! Arrest me!
Carry me!" Hands in the air.

The police circled in, sending people away.
The preacher got up, paramedics and po-

lice attending. As he walked away, "Do you
have anything you want to say?"

"I forgive her."
The lady moved behind a squad car to be

frisked. In an instant, she was in the car. A
man came up threatening to sue -she was
defending herself, he said.

Thus, the ignorant and angry turned a
peaceable assembly into the random and hurt-
ful. Christ had nothing to do with the events

on the Knoll, except forgiving us all, I hope.

Evan Barker is a senior English major
and the Opinions Editor of Sidelines. He
can be reached at slopinio @mtsu.edu.

Guest column
Robbie Russell

On Wednesday, I opened
up my Twitter to find sev-
eral tweets that read "MTSU
student jailed in assault of
preacher." After reading the
article and viewing several
videos on YouTube I couldn't
help but feel frustrated.

On Tuesday, Oct. 27, in the
free speech area of the Knoll
in front of the Keathley Uni-
versity Center, evangelist
Tracy Bays quoted a fragment
of John 8:11 when he said
"go, and sin no more." As is
often the case, however, scrip-
ture quoted absent of context
breeds confusion, frustration
and sometimes even violence;
I believe that was the situa-
tion on Tuesday. In fact, the
full story captured in John
8:1-11 shares a substantively
different message than that
preached that day but a strik-
ingly similar backdrop.

The story shows Jesus in
another of His battles with
the religious legalists of His
day. Trying to trap Him into
a misstep they could use
against Him, they brought a

woman who'd been caught
in an adulterous relationship.
Knowing the law condemned
the woman to be stoned to

death, they asked Jesus what many who call themselves
He thought should happen Christians are known more
to her. His response was that for what they're against than
anyone there who had never what they're for. While there
done anything wrong should are certainly standards in
throw the first stone. One the Bible that guide us in life,
by one, each of those who those standards are for our
had called for her execution benefit, and our motivation
walked away ashamed. Jesus for living and sharing these
then addressed the woman, standards should be the same
asking her who was left to as Jesus'-love.
condemn her. No one she The most familiar verse
answered. Then Jesus said, in the Bible is John 3:16. It's
"Neither do I condemn thee: a verse that explains God's
go, and sin no more." . sacrificial love for mankind.

Jesus wasn't condoning her Fewer are as familiar with the

behavior; nor was He sug- text that follows in John 3:17,
gesting it was possible for her "For God did not send His
to never do anything wrong Son into the world to con-
again. Jesus had just risked demn the world, but to save
His own life by challenging the world through Him."
an angry mob to save this The message of Christianity,
woman. His hope was that and therefore the message
she would now recognize the of Christians, is not a mes-

harmful lifestyle she was en- sage of condemnation but

gaged in and change in ways a message of love and hope.

that would ultimately bring Anything else is a perversion
her joy and fulfillment. His of the Gospel and wrong on

motive -love. many levels.
The crowds that threat-

ened the woman that day, Robbie Russell is a pastor and

that called her names and director of the on-campus
condemned her did so un- organization The Point, which
der the banner of legal, moral holds a weekly meeting on
-afd religious grouids lSound' es aTys at 7 pm atNew
familiar? It is easy to attack Vision Baptist Church,
those engaged in lifestyles 1750N. Thompson Lane.
or behavior that we find ob- Guests are always welcome.
jectionable. Unfortunately,

Gantip
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retrieving your
drinks, change

Everyone loves a practical
joke.. However, when that
practical joke turns into a
rush to the emergency room,
well, that's just not funny
any more.

It's a sad day when stu-
dents have to worry about
finding something other
than change in the coin re-
turn slot of a Pepsi machine.
In this case, it was an unster-
ile hypodermic needle.

To date, there are no con-
firmed instances of contami-
nated needles turning up in
pay phone and vending ma-
chine coin returns, let alone
a case of someone actually
contracting diseases this way,
according to snopes.com, a
urban legend reference page.
However, there's a first time
for everything.

The fact of the matter is, it's
incredibly unlikely to contract
HIV or hepatitis through a
needle that's been sitting in
the open air of a coin return,
but don't go looking for one.

However, no matter how
odd it seems, freak incidents
do occur. So, if you go to buy
a frosty beverage, keep your
eyes peeled.

Listen to the
editorial board

podcstonline at

v mtsusidelines.com/
oplruons
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Pastor clarifies Jesus's message
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SPORTS
Blue Raiders ground FAU Owls

Running back D.D. Kyles sprints past the Western Kentucky defense at the Homecoming game Oct. 24. Kyles had a career day and rushed a total of 140 yards during the game.

Fourth quarter
touchdown by Athletics to run football
Dasher, Kyles attendance competition
bring MT victory S REORT o

STAFFREPOR or apizza party

By STEPHEN CURLEY
Staff Writer

QuarterbackDwightDash-
er broke a 74-yard touchdown
run late in the fourth quar-
ter as the Blue Raiders came
from behind to beat Florida
Atlantic University 27-20 in
Boca Raton Saturday.

Dasher and D.D. Kyles, who
had a career day, both rushed
for over 100 yards, with Dash-
er's fourth quarter run giving
him 108 for the day and Kyles
accumulating 140 in just his
second career start.

The Owls scored the first
points of the game late in the
first quarter after two stalled
possessions by both teams. A
Dasher fumble on the ensu-
ing Blue Raiders drive gave
FAU good field position,
which they were able to con-
vert and jump out to a 10-0
lead at the 3:30 mark of the
first quarter.

MT's first points came less
than two minutes later when
SaCoby Carter blocked a
punt by Owls' punter Mickey
Groody, which was picked up

Photo by Jay Bailey, photography editor

Wide receiver Harold Turner rushes the ball during the Blue Raiders'
Homecoming game Oct. 24.

by Sherman Neal and ran all
the way back for a touchdown.

Groody's next punt at-
tempt on the ensuing pos-
session went just as poorly,
as he was tackled in the
backfield by Neal before he
could get a punt off.

The play set MT up at the
Owl 37-yard line, but the
Raiders were unable to move
the ball effectively and set-
tled for a 46-yard field goal
by Alan Gendrau to tie the
game at 10.

The Owls promptly
marched on the Blue Raiders,
ending with an 18-yard touch-

down pass from quarterback
Rusty Smith to Cortez Gent
to regain the lead, 17-10.

FAU drove and attempted
a field goal on their next
possession, but senior cor-
nerback Marcus Udell was
able to break through the
line and block the kick to
keep the Blue Raiders down
by only one score.

Udell then intercepted a
Smith pass, eventually setting
Gendrau up to nail a 27-yard
field goal to end the half.

The Blue Raider defense
held its own in the second
half, only allowing a 42-yard

MT's athletic depart-
ment, in partnership with
Student Programming, has
announced the "Run for
the Bowl" student atten-
dance competitions.

The contest is for student
organizations on campus
and will continue for the
remainder of the home
football schedule.

Student organizations
that register will com-
pete to bring the largest
percentage of their group
to Middle Tennessee's
last three home foot-
ball games. The winning
organization will have
their choice between a
50-inch Flat Screen TV,
a $600 Visa gift card

field goal by Ross Gornall at
the start of the fourth quarter.

MT only needed 1:02 to
tie the game as they went 80
yards on the ensuing pos-
session, with Kyles capping
off the drive with an 8-yard
touchdown run.

The athletic department
also announced a special.
on ticket prices for the re-
maining three home games
of the 2009 season.

Fans can get a ticket to
all three remaining home
games for just $30 or the
last two for $20.

The last three opponents
for the Blue Raiders at home
this season is Florida Inter-
national (Nov. 7), Louisiana
(Nov. 14), and Arkansas
State (Nov. 21).

MT currently stands at
5-3 with four games re-
maining on the schedule.
They are one win away
from being bowl-eligible
but will have a better shot
at gaining a bowl bid with
more wins.

Danny Carmichael fin-
ished with a career-best 15
tackles, with Cam Robinson
contributing 14 of his own.

The Blue Raiders re-
turn to Floyd Stadium
next week to host Florida
International University.

MT soccer
season ends
with loss
to Western
Kentucky
Hilltoppers
By CHRIS WELCH
Sports Editor

The regular season of Blue
Raider soccer came to a close
on Friday night when the
team dropped a 2-0 match
to rival Western Kentucky at
the Dean A. Hayes Track and
Soccer Stadium.

The Hilltoppers would
score once in each half to
take the win.

"We played a very solid
WKU team," head coach As-
ton Rhoden said. "We did
not play as smart as we could
have, and our mistakes were
costly.

"Our primary focus now
is on the conference tourna-
ment, and we hope to make a
good run at it."

The Hilltoppers came to
the Blue Raider campus with
a 14-4-1 record (9-2 in the
Sun Belt).

WKU began the scoring
for the night in the opening
45 minutes, when Mallory
Outerbridge hopped around
a pair of Blue Raider defend-
ers before taking a shot from
outside the box into the back
of the net at 23:02. MT's
goalie, sophomore Rebecca
Cushing, attempted to block,

,butfailed.'
MT would fail to take more

than two shots during the
opening 45 minutes, and as
the period ended, the team
trailed by one.

The second period would
be much of the same for
the dilapidated Blue Raider
team. WKU would again
find the goal at 51:38, as
Kellie Walker and Kelsey
Meyer both led to. Kaylyn
Pratt for another score from
10 yards out.

There was hope in the last
minute, as sophomore mid-
fielder Laura Lamberth took
a shot at 44:00, but it would
be blocked by the Hilltoppers
as well.

Sophomore midfielder
Luisa Moscoso was the only
MT athlete with more than
one shot through the match.
The Bogota, Columbia native
held fast with two attempts
at Hilltopper keeper Libby
Stout. Morgan Thomas and
Lindsey Goad paced WKU
with three shots each.

Volleyball victorious at first home game
By ETHAN LANNOM
StaffWVriter

The MTSU volleyball team took on the
Jaguars of South Alabama Friday night.
The Blue Raiders played at home for the
first time in five matches.

Coming into the match, the squad
had been on a tremendous run, winning
its previous eight matches. During the
stretch, the teams Middle Tennessee de-
feated included Western Kentucky, Den-
ver, North Texas, Arkansas-Little Rock
and Arkansas State.

The streak dates back to Oct. 9, and
the Blue Raiders look to continue similar
great play.

In the match, the team had 31 kills with
a .318 attack percentage. Meanwhile, the
team held South Alabama to 22 kills with
a measley .026 hitting percentage.

Junior Izabela Kozon was the lone
Blue Raider with double-digit kills as she
notched 15 for a .414 attack percentage.

On Oct. 26, Senior Leslie Clark was
named the Sun Belt Conference Player
of the Week. She was the first setter this
season to receive the weekly award. Fri-

day night, Clark maintained her excellent
run, leading the offense with 31 assists,
five kills and four block assists.

Defensively, senior Janay Yancey had
a team high five block assists and junior
Alyssa Wistrick recorded three.

MT was dominant throughout, espe-
cially early in the match, holding the Jag-
uars to a -0.78 hitting percentage and 11
kills in the first two sets. The final tally
was a straight set win 25-19, 25-15, 25-18.

On Saturday, the Blue Raiders took
on rival the Troy Trojans, which would
round off the weekend's play.

Kozon again led MT with 11 kills and
was the only Blue Raider with double-
digit kills. She had a .345 hitting percent-
age and also posted four digs defensively.

As a team, MTSU had 35 kills for a .287
attack percentage.

Janay Yancey, Alyssa Wistrick, and
sophomore Stacy Oladinni each re-
corded three block assists. Over-
all, the Blue Raiders had eight blocks
on the night.

The contest proved to be closer in the
second and third sets. However, MT
wrapped it up in straight sets 25-11, 25-

22, 25-21.
After starting the season fluctuat-

ing greatly with a 5-6 record, the Blue
Raiders have since went 14-1, bring-
ing their record to 19-7. The team is
now an astounding 12-1 in the Sun
Belt Conference.

MT is currently on a 10-game winning
streak, with its last loss coming at Florida
International on Oct. 4.

This pair of straight set wins also con-
tinued MT's streak of five consecutive
matches winning three sets to none.
During this recent run, the Blue Raiders
defeated UL-Lafayette, UL-Monroe and
New Orleans as well.

The MT volleyball team will be back
in action next week when it plays Flori-
da Atlantic and Florida International at
home in Alumni Memorial Gym. These
matches will finish up the home matches
for the season.

The Blue Raiders take on Florida At-
lantic Friday night at 7 p.m. Senior night
events will take place before the match.
On Saturday, MT will take on FIU in a
battle for the Sun Belt East Division title. Ashley Waugh serves against Troy during Friday's game agains Toy.
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