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Student Government 
candidates announced 

Candidates for Student 
Government spring elec- 
tions were announced 
Friday. Paul Bryant 
Fulcher, a sophomore busi- 
ness major and Blake 
Pearson, a junior political 
science major, are running 
for president. 

Clay Kennedy, a senior 
geosciences major, is run- 
ning unopposed for execu- 
tive vice president and 
speaker of the senate. 

Meagan Flippin, an 
undeclared sophomore, is 
running for vice president 
of public administration 
and affairs. Jon Harper, a 
junior liberal arts major, 
and Apryl Clark, a sopho- 
more mass communication 
major, are running for elec- 
tion commissioner. 

Elections will be held 
March 1-3. 

Photography society 
takes couples pictures 

MTSU' s photography 
society is offering 
Valentine's Day pictures 
Monday from 9:30 a.m. to 
5 p.m. in the Photography 
Building. 

Pictures will cost $3 for 
one 4-inch by 6-inch 
photo or $5 for two 4-inch 
by 6-inch photos. 

Philosophy Club hosts 
lecture and film 

Paideia, MTSU's philos- 
ophy club will host a lec- 
ture by philosophy depart- 
ment chair Ron Bombardi, 
Tues., Feb. 15 from 6 - 8 
p.m. in the State Farm 
room of the Business 
Aerospace building. The 
club will show the film, 
eXistenZ at 8:30 p.m. in the 
Keathley University theater. 
Both events will attempt to 
help students understand 
the philosophical over- 
tones in everyday life. 

Tennessee Guitar 
Festival continues 

MTSU's McLean School 
of Music is hosting classical 
guitar concerts as part of 
the Tennessee Guitar 
Festival. 

Three nationally known 
artists will perform this 
week: Stephen Aron on 
Tuesday, Feb. 15 and the 
Hanser/McLelland Duo on 
Wednesday, Feb. 16. 

Both concerts begin at 8 
p.m. in the Wright Music 
Hall. Master classes featur- 
ing student performers will 
be held Monday, Feb. 14, 
and Wednesday, Feb. 16 
from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

All events are free and 
open to the public. 

Scientist lectures on 
ancient African culture 

E. Bruce Bynum will 
give a lecture on science 
and mysticism in ancient 
African culture Wednesday, 
Feb. 16 in Todd Hall, Room 
202. Bynum is the author 
of The African Unconscious. 

Masters of Ceremonies 
battle for cash 

The Urban Music 
Society will hold its annual 
MC Battle Thursday, Feb. 
17 at 9 p.m. in the Cyber 
Cafe. DJ Breezye and DJ J 
Roc will be spinning, and 
the winner will get $100 
and free studio time. 
Admission is free. 

Double dose 
of Murphy magic 

In Sports, page 6 

Do something different 
this valentine's day 

In Living, page 5 
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Senator proposes covenant marriage bill 
Divorce would be more difficult 
By Jason Cox 
Capitol Burctiu ('hie) 

MATE CAPITOL BUREAU 
- A bill currently in the General 
Assembly would add a covenant 
marriage option to matrimonial 
licenses. 

To obtain a covenant mar 
riage, prospective couples con- 
sisting of one man and one 
woman would be required to 
prove they had undergone pre- 
marital counseling and would 
take an oath unique to that con- 

tract. In addition, divorces 
would also be more difficult to 
obtain. 

To get divorced, a spouse 
would have to prove that the 
other spouse had committed 
adultery, committed and been 
sentenced to a long prison term 
or death, physical or sexual 
abuse of the spouse or children 
or separation without reconcili- 
ation for two years. 

\ spouse may also seek a 
divorce after the other has left 
the marital home for one year 

and refuses to return or one 
year after a judgment of separa- 
tion is given. In this case, if chil- 
dren are involved the period is 
extended to 18 months. 

Tennessee's current waiting 
period is 60 days; 90 days for 
couples with children. 

Louisiana, Arizona and 
Arkansas are the only states that 
currently have covenant mar- 
riage laws on the books. 

Sen. |im Bryson, R - 
Franklin, sponsor of the bill, 
emphasized that the covenant 
marriage was an additional 
option  to  marriage - not a 

replacement 
and that it will 
hopefully give 
couples a better 
perspective of 
marriage as a 
lifetime commit- 

Bryson   ment. 
"I've been 

married 14 years now, and what 
you find is that you think your 
life would be a whole lot sim- 
pler ... if you just left," Bryson 
said. "Over time, you realize 
that's not the case. 

"A covenant marriage just 
lengthens the amount of time... 

Cool! Warm! Hot! 

Photo courtesy of Tennessee Performing Arts Center 

MTSU percussion professor Lalo Davilla and his salsa band, Lalo Davilla y Amigos joined the Nashville Ballet to 

perform Salsa - Cool! Warm! Hot! Davilla described it as "an explosive combination of dance and music." 

'One Mic, One Voice' raises funds for tsunami victims 
By Esparonda Waller 
Staff Writer 

The Middle Tennessee 
Association of Black Journalists 
and Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, 
Inc. are raising money for 
tsunami victims with a poetry 
reading. 

"One Mic, One Voice" will be 
held Feb. 15 at 8 p.m. in the 
Tennessee Ballroom of the 
James Union Building. 

Donations of $3 for both 
students and the public will be 
collected at the door. This event 
will give students a chance to 
showcase their talents. 

"The event used to be a jazz 
setting. This year it's a coffee 
house theme, kind of a laid 
back, inviting atmosphere," said 

Erik Stevenson, a sophomore 
music business major and vice 
president of Kappa Alpha Psi 
Fraternity. "We will also have 
couches to create a warm 
atmosphere. 

"There will be a variety of 
hip-hop, rap, country, jazz, R&B 
and a three-piece j.i// ensem 
ble," he said. 

Different types of coffees 
and pastries will be set up at 
each table. 

"We hope that this event will 
encourage other student organ 
izations to get involved, not 
only just for tsunami victims, 
but within and outside the 
community," said Carmen 
Triplett, a senior recording 
industry major. "We've dis- 
cussed with other students that 

there are so many people here 
locally that don't have food and 
clothing." 

Triplett noted that the event 
is called "One Mic, One Voice" 
because they're incorporating 
unity among a non-Greek 
organization and a Greek 
organization. 

"The most important reason 
that we're doing it is because of 
the tsunami victims," Triplett 
said. We want MTSU to take 
pan and help with the effort." 

Since we've announced the 
event, we've heard several 
organizations who want to host 
events to contribute to the 
tsunami relief effort,"Stevenson 
said. 

Both organizations expect a 
big turnout, and are hoping for 

at least 200 people. Their target 
goal is S600. This will be the 
third time MTSU has hosted the 
event. 

"This time we're trying to 
market to the campus rather 
than an isolated community," 
Stevenson said. 

Triplett and Stevenson are 
also thinking about hosting the 
event once a month to help stu- 
dents showcase their talents 
more and to provide a nice 
event for the student body. 

"Right now, it's just a 
thought, but when I saw the 
high demand of people wanting 
to perform, 1 started thinking 
maybe we iould host the event 
once a  month  in  the Cyber 

See Tsunami. 2 

Unity luncheon honors unsung community heroes 
By Dana Owens 
Staff Writer 

Unity Luncheon honored black 
"unsung heroes," and called for 
change within the community. 

MTSU sponsored the ninth annu- 
al Unity Luncheon as a kick off event 
for Black History Month, "to cele- 
brate accomplishments and contri- 
butions in the community from 
African-Americans," said Valerie 
Avent, chair of the Unity Luncheon 
committee. 

The event was held Thursday in 
the James Union Building and fea- 
tured speeches of recognition, soulful 
music and a buffet of comfort food. 

The honorees included Bessie 
Black, Lillian Howse, Jesse James and 

Beadie Keith, all residents of 
Murfreesboro. Their accomplish- 
ments were varied, but included 
teaching, working with children and 
volunteering within their church and 
the community. 

Speakers included Vice Mayor of 
Murfreesboro Chris Bratcher, MTSU 
President Sidney McPhee and 
keynote speaker Mary Scales. Many 
notable city and county officials, as 
well as university administrators, 
were in attendance. 

Scales, who is now retired, and was 
the first black person to teach at 
MTSU, used analogies to call for 
change.  She opened  the  program 

See Honorees, 2 

Photo courtesy of MTSU Photographic Services 
Keynote speaker Mary Scales stands with hon- 
orees Jesse James, (first row, left to right) Bessie 
Black, Lillian Howse and Breadie Keith. 

Byrnes 

so people have more time to 
work out their differences," he 
said. 

Tennessee has consistently 
beaten the average national 
divorce rate. In 1998, there were 
6.6 divorces per 1,000 people in 
Tennessee, compared to a 
national average of 4.6, accord- 
ing to Divorce Magazine, placing 
it fourth behind Nevada (first 
with 9.0), Arkansas and 
Oklahoma. 

In addition, the Associated 
Press reported that in 2002, 

See Marriage, 3 

Byrnes 
wants 
magnet 
school 
By Stephanie Hill 
Staff Writer 

In hopes of addressing the 
socioeconomic imbalance at 
Central Middle School, Mark 
Byrnes, member of the 
Rutherford County School 
Board, has proposed making 
CMS a magnet school. 

"There is a 
socioeconomic 
imbalance at 
CMS," Byrnes 
said. "The ques- 
tion is, what are 
we going to do 
about it?" 

"We have two choices," 
Byrnes said. "We can either 
leave the district zone alone, or 
we can have a massive rezoning, 
moving students around to 
even the socioeconomic bal- 
ance, which would result in 
busing students around the 
city." 

The idea for creating more 
magnet schools in Rutherford 
County has been floating 
around for some time, accord- 
ing to Byrnes. However, the 
idea has never gone anywhere. 

"Now is the time to do it 
(create more magnet schools), 
in the mist of the big issue of 
what to do with Central," he 
said. 

The imbalance at CMS is 
tied into the growth of the sub- 
urbs around Murfreesboro. 

"Downtown Murfreesboro 
has a higher proportion of 
poor," he said. "We have growth 
in the new areas of 
Murfreesboro, inhabited by 
white, middle or upper class. 
New schools are being built to 
accommodate the growth, and 
it's easier to zone the new areas 
to go to the new schools being 
built. As a result, we have a 
socioeconomic imbalance." 

Byrnes also said that No 
Child Left Behind is not help- 
ing the problem of socioeco- 
nomic imbalance at CMS. 

"One consequence of No 
Child Left Behind is that high 
achievers are not being focused 
on," he said. "There are no pro- 
visions to make sure we accom- 
modate high achievers in the 
schools." 

Magnet schools do not have 
a specified zone that students 
throughout the district can 
attend. Often, magnet schools 
have a theme, such as the per- 
forming arts, science or tech- 
nology. Entrance requirements 
are also sometimes required for 
magnet schools. 

See School, 3 
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Career fair vendors emphasize student preparation 
By Kimberly Peer 
Staff Writer 

Employers and professional 
schools will be recruiting in 
Nashville Tuesday. 

The annual Nashville Area 
College to Career Fair, Nashville 
Area Graduate and Professional 
School Fair and Nashville Area 
Teacher Recruitment Fair will 
be held Tuesday, Feb. 15, at the 
Tennessee State Fairgrounds. 

Juniors, seniors, graduate stu- 
dents and alumni are welcome 
to attend the event free of 
charge, but proper preparation 

is the key to success with the 
employers in attendance. 

The College to Career Fair 
will feature 110 employers, 
including business, industry 
and government programs. 
About 40 graduate and profes- 
sional schools will be represent- 
ed at the Graduate and 
Professional School Fair. Both 
fairs will be located in the 
Creative Arts Building. AJ1 the 
programs have "strong empha- 
sis on preparing graduates for 
today's world of work," said the 
College to Career Fair Web site. 

Prospective teachers and edu- 

cation majors will also have a 
chance to meet and greet repre- 
sentatives from 140 school sys- 
tems from across the country at 
the Teacher Recruitment Fair in 
the Agriculture and Banquet 
Hall Building. 

Karen Austin, assistant direc- 
tor of the Career and 
Employment Center, encour- 
aged interested students to 
attend and to remember that 
professional dress and plenty of 
quality resumes on hand are 
recommended before arriving. 

"It is also a good idea to 
familiarize yourself with  the 

vendors" general information 
and whether the company 
prefers students to complete 
online applications and resumes 
before approaching a booth on 
Tuesday. These tips all help the 
employers take you seriously," 
Austin said. 

A vendor list and links to 
their Web sites are available at 
www.mtsu.edu/~career or 
www.nashvillefairs.org. 

Interviews will take place on- 
site, so a well-planned resume\ 
free of errors, with a simplistic 
and easy-to-read style, is a must, 
Nicole Grant, secretary at the 

Career and Employment 
Center, said. 

"The No. 1 complaint from 
fair vendors in the past has been 
unprepared students," Austin 
said. The students are receiving 
"a great deal" with free admis- 
sion and parking to these three 
"impressive fairs," she said. 

Students and alumni must 
come by any of the Career and 
Employment Center's offices for 
their free tickets and additional 
information. Tickets will not be 
available at the event. The 
offices include Keathley 
University Center, Room 328, 

(ones Hall, Room 158 and 
Business and Aerospace 
Building, Room SI28. 

Even though they are free, 
tickets are required in order to 
keep the general public away 
from the fairs and protect the 
positions for area students. 

"These fairs and opportuni- 
ties are strictly for the students," 
Austin said. 

Several interviews and several 
job offers have resulted from the 
previous years' fairs. The fairs 
are sponsored by 16 area univer- 
sities and the Nashville Area 
Chamber of Commerce. ♦ 

Panelists will discuss race in 'Solid South'      Honorees: Set aside 
racial fights, Scales says Staff reports 

The term "Solid South" used 
to mean a lot to the Democratic 
Party during presidential elec- 
tions. However, in the past 
decades, the Southern states 
have shifted right and helped 
carry Republican elections each 
year. Central to this issue is the 
role of race in the South. 

At 4 p.m. today, three pan- 
elists will discuss the new Solid 
South under Republican rule in 
the State Farm Lecture Hall in 
the Business Aerospace 
Building. 

The shitt illustrates the state 
of Southern politics and race 
Relations dating all the way back 
to the struggle for civil rights in 
the 1960s. During the 1948 con- 

O'Leary 

gressional elections, 
a majority of Deep 
South counties 
delivered 98 percent 
of all votes to 
Democratic candi- 
dates. But the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964 was the first 
action that started to reduce the 
Democratic control over the 
South, as Dixicrats (Southern 
Democrats) opposed the civil 
rights platform of the national 
party. 

In 1968 segregationist George 
Wallace took most of the 
Southern white votes away from 
Democratic candidate Hubert 
Humphrey, which caught the 
attention of Republican politi- 
cal analysts. 

By the 1980s, the Democratic 

■ Party had lost more 
white votes in the 
South than they 
gained in black 
votes, thus cement- 

Sack 'n8 tne Republican 
control of the 

South. 
Each one of the panelists will 

bring a unique perspective to 
the discussion. 

Kevin Sack, currently a 
national correspondent for The 
Los Angeles Times at their 
Atlanta bureau, won a Pulitzer 
Prize for his series, "How Race is 
Lived in America," while work- 
ing at The New York Times. 

Cynthia Tucker is the editori- 
al page editor of The Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution, and a 
nationally syndicated   colum- 

nist. 
Hazel O'Leary is 

the president of Fisk 
University, a leading 
black university in 

Tucker Nashville  and  the 
first black institu- 

tion to gain accreditation from 
the   Southern   Association   of 
Colleges and Schools. 

O'Leary also served as 
President Bill Clinton's secre- 
tary of the department of ener- 

gy- 
John Seigenthaler, former 

Tennessean editor and namesake 
of the MTSU Chair of 
Excellence in First Amendment 
Studies, will moderate. The 
panel is free, and open to the 
public. ♦ 

Raider Book Club encourages open forum of ideas 
By Courtney Gundry 
Staff Writer 

Put down the video game 
controllers, turn off the televi- 
sion and pick up a book - the 
Raider Book Club is back. 

The club is associated with 
the English 1010 classes and is 
geared towards freshmen. 
However, it invites any who is 
interested to join. 

The purpose of the club is to 
get students interested in read- 
ing, encourage critical thinking 
and establish an open forum of 
ideas. It also gives the students 
an opportunity to get to know 
the faculty and interact with 
other students, said Michelle 
McDaniel, coordinator. 

"Sometimes you know what 
you want to say, you just don't 
know how to say it," McDaniel 

said. "Other people's perspec- 
tives often help to organize your 
thoughts." 

Included in this semester's 
lineup are: Into the Wild by John 
Krakauer, facilitated by Ron 
Kates (Feb. 15), The Color 
Purple by Alice Walker, facilitat- 
ed by Ayne Cantrell (March 15) 
and The Five People You Meet in 
Heaven by Mitch Albom, facili- 
tated by Sidney McPhee. 

The club meets from 4:30 
p.m. to 6 p.m. in the James E. 
Walker Library, Room 475. 

Into the Wild is the story of 
Chris McCandless, a man whose 
life was handed to him on a sil- 
ver platter. After attending 
Emory, however, McCandless 
gives up his birthright and, in 
search of himself, sets out on an 
adventure into the Alaskan wild. 

Kates said he chose this book 
because there is "no lack of 
issues" and "people can relate." 
It asks the questions "what's 
your relationship with yourself, 
life and parents?," and shows 
that there's "something to be 
said about finding yourself in 
college." 

The Color Purple is a series of 
letters to God from Celie, a 
black woman in the South. 
Through these letters, Celie 
reveals her role in life, and how 
it was shaped by the people that 
she encountered. Cantrell called 
the book "an inspiring story of 
the human spirit." 

The Five People You Meet in 
Heaven is about the transition 
from life to the afterlife. When 
Eddie dies during a carnival 
accident, he is given a tour of his 

past. With the help of five spir- 
its, Eddie makes peace with his 
life. 

The goal of the book club 
facilitators is to create conversa- 
tions. They do not teach or lec- 
ture. They begin the discussion 
and merely help it progress. 

The idea behind the club is to 
get as much out of a book as 
possible. 

Students resent books when 
they're forced to read them, said 
Kates, no matter how good they 
are. Then, they don't take as 
much out of them as they could. 

There are no tests, no notes 
and no requirements, just good, 
old-fashioned reading. 

Come for one, or come for all. 
Kates said, just bring your books 
and your brains, and be ready to 
discuss. ♦ 

Continued from I 

with a speech centered on edu- 
cation within the black commu- 
nity. 

"Public education is a bless- 
ing," Scales said, but also noted 
that schools are in trouble. She 
emphasized the need to "set 
aside fights on racial and social 
economics and focus on learn- 
ing." Scales received a trophy 
and a standing ovation as she 
concluded her speech. 

McPhee also received 
applause when he said that 
Black History Month is a sad 
reality. "Until we can recognize 
the value of all people, we must 
continue with events such as 
these," he explained. 

The honorees, referred to 
throughout the program as 
"unsung heroes and sheroes," 
were presented with plaques 
and given a chance to speak. 
Each person thanked his or her 
family, church and friends who 
were in attendance. 

Jesse James, after accepting 
his award, stated: "Today is my 
day," and "I feel good all over 
today!" Beadie Keith spoke of 
progress when she said, "the 
dream is not finished; we've got 
a lot of work to do." 

In order to be selected for 
recognition, the honorees were 
nominated by friends, relatives 
and members of the communi- 
ty. According to Avent, the 
requirements of the nominees 
included outstanding contribu- 
tions in the community, at least 
60 years old and 25 years of res- 
idence in Middle Tennessee. 

Though the overall program 
was cheerful, there were politi- 
cal, religious and racial under- 
tones in the speeches, as well as 
the prayer before lunch to the 
singing of the black national 
anthem, "Lift Ev'ry Voice and 
Sing." 

The luncheon was one of the 
key events for MTSU's African- 
American history celebration, 
this year themed "African 
Diaspora." 

The theme refers to Africans 
who were transplanted 
throughout the world and 
includes programs that high- 
light the African spirit. 

The next major event for 
Black History Month will be 
Feb. 28, when the first of a series 
of student-only seminars will be 
given on academic excellence. 
Jack Thomas, vice provost for 
academic affairs, will be the key 
speaker. ♦ 

Tsunami: Poetry reading 
could become monthly event 

on stands tluir \ I ii| 

Continued from I 

Cafe," Stevenson said. "We 
thought it would be a nice way 
to give the student body an 
atmosphere, especially the mass 
communication department. 
There are always people who 
want to display their talents." 

Among some of the per- 
formers are Richmond Carter 
from     Austin     Peay     State 

University and Ashley Ellis, a 
senior recording industry 
major. 

All proceeds will go directly 
to a non-profit organization 
that directly aids victims of the 
tsunami. 

For those who want to par- 
ticipate or have questions, con- 
tact Carmen Triplett at (901) 
212-6287 or cdt2m@mtsu.edu. ♦ 
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Got a hot news tip? 
CD'S * RECORDS 

TAPES * JEWELRY 
New & Used CD's - Records 

125 Lasseter Dr. 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130 
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THIS BAND 
ALWAYS GETS 
A STANDING 

OVATION 

From jazz to rock, show tunes to 
symphonies-plus, of course, the world's 
greatest marches-Soldiers play music in 
the U.S. Army every day around the 
world. And when they play our^national 
anthem, we all stand and cheer. 
Call SFC Meadows at 
877-346-0212 to 
arrange an audition. And 
find out about money for 
college plus other Army 
benefits. 
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THREE GREAT FAIRS IN ONE DAY! 
MTSU JUNIORS, SENIORS, GRADUATE STUDENTS AND ALUMNI WELCOME 

Tuesday, February 15, 2005 11:00a.m.- 
5:00p.m. 

Tennessee State Fairgrounds 
Free tickets available from the MTSU Career Center 

NASHVILLE AREA COLLEGE TO CAREER FAIR 
Job Opportunities, Networking, On-site Interviews, 
Employers from Business, Industry, Government 

GRADUATE AND PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL FAIR 
Find the best Graduate or Professional Program for you 

NASHVILLE AREA TEACHER RECRUITMENT FAIR 
Teaching Opportunities, Networking, On-site Interviews 

For additional information and roster of employers, contact Career Center 

www.mtsu.edu/-career ph.898-2500 office. KUC 328 BAS S123 or Jones Hall 158 
SPONSORED BY MTSU, 15 OTHER AREA UNIVERSITIES, AND THE NASHVILLE AREA 

CHAMBER OR COMMERCE 
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Marriage: Premarital 
counseling required 
Continuecj from I 

Tennessee tied Florida for 
eighth place with 5.1. The 
national average in 2002 was 
4.0. 

Statistics such as these made 
Bryson want to propose this bill 
again after it failed last year. 

"It's not going to cure the 
problem we have with disinte- 
gration of the family, but maybe 
it's a step in the right direction," 
he said. 

Phil Waugh, executive direc- 
tor of the Covenant Marriage 
Movement in Forest, Va. and a 
former resident of Tennessee, 
said statistics aren't yet available 
to show whether these mar- 
riages result in a lower divorce 
rate. The intent of the move- 
ment, he said, is more to "put 
some teeth" into the marital 
contracts of those who desire it. 

"Because of the no-fault 
divorces (introduced in the 
1960s) we've devalued the rela- 
tionship," Waugh said. "We've 
devalued marriage and the 
rights ot marriage in favor of 
the rights of the individual, or 
even the whims of the individ- 
ual." 

"Even if the divorce does 
come, the couple will at least 
have that to fall back on, " 
Waugh said. If I'm a person who 
cares about even how I treat 
others or how others perceive 

me, I want to know, OK, what 
went wrong? Too often, we get 
caught up in the emotion and 
lose hope too quickly." 

This premarital counseling 
and a vow to seek help should 
relationship problems arise is 
the crux of the movement, 
according to Waugh. He said 
that adults with parents who 
had stayed married for 40 or 50 
years was becoming the excep- 
tion rather than the rule, and 
that this lack of modeling 
underscored the need for coun- 
seling. 

"We refer to it as marriage 
preparation," Waugh said. 
"You're preparing them for a 
lifetime, not just today." 

Leonard Rader, pastor at 
Green Hill Baptist Church in 
Murfreesboro, said that when he 
counsels a couple, the discus- 
sion "covers a wide variety of 
things, including relationships, 
talks about finances, talks about 
children, talks about careers and 
a number of things like that, all 
of those which go into a healthy 
relationship." 

The Senate version of the bill 
is currently awaiting hearing by 
the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, while the House 
version, sponsored by Glen 
Casada, R - College Grove, will 
be heard in the Children and 
Family Committee. ♦ 

School: Plan wouldn't 
be implemented until '06 
Continued from I 

Currently there are two mag- 
net schools in Rutherford 
County: McFadden School and 
Thurman Francis School, both 
of which are K-8 schools. Both 
schools, according to Byrnes 
have been successful. 

"The demand is much 
greater than the size can accom- 
modate," he said. "We need to 
expand our magnet offerings." 

"Hopefully, the issue will go 
to vote in the next few months. 
If it passes, it will not be imple- 
mented until fall 2006." 

"A committee will have to 
look at the issue and then get 
the board approval," he said. 
"We will then have a phase-in 
period. Forced rezoning is high- 
ly disruptive for students and 
families." 

"The idea of changing 
Central into a magnet school 
will address the socioeconomic 
imbalance by changing the mix 
of students coming into the 
school," he said. "It will also 
allow for a much-needed 
expansion of programs for high 
achieving students." ♦ 

Tennessee Weather - Monday's Highs 
From the Associated Press 
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Government groups seek open records training 
By Bill Poovey 
Associated Press Writer 

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. 
(AP) - After a survey showed 
about one-third of government 
agencies denied access to public 
records, some officials are now 
asking how to obey Tennessee's 
open record law. 

That interest - even if it's just 
curiosity about the 1957 Public- 
Records Act - signals progress 
in the eyes of the Tennessee 
Coalition for Open 
Government. 

The media coalition, also 
known as TCOG, was organized 
two years ago and is dedicated 
to preserving the public's right 
to access government docu- 
ments. 

Frank Gibson, the coalition 
director, said a law enforcement 
association and a group affiliat- 
ed with government employees 
have contacted him "expressing 
an interest in us training them." 

The groups had not yet com- 
mitted to the training sessions 
and might not want to be iden- 

tified, he said. 
Gibson, a veteran journalist 

and part-time editor at The 
Tennessean, said the board of 
the nonprofit coalition decided 
to provide such training for 
public employee associations. 

In early November, when 
more than 90 reporters, college 
students and volunteers con- 
ducted an audit of access to 
public records in Tennessee, 
there were 117 denials out of 
356 records requested. 

Gibson said the "poor com- 
pliance was caused by people 
not understanding the law and 
the fact that the law is vague." 

He said about 40 percent of 
Tennessee's sheriffs contend an 
arrest report is not a public 
record _ even though the law 
specifies that it should be avail- 
able to the public. 

"One of the first things we 
may have to tackle is agreeing 
on certain things being public 
or not public record," he said. 

The coalition president, 
Chattanooga Times Free Press 
Publisher and Executive Editor 

Tom Griscom, said the audit 
raised awareness that the open 
records law is "in place to make 
sure that people who have the 
public trust have to keep the 
public aware of their actions. 

"One of the things we have 
seen is an outreach from some 
of the groups that represent 
constituencies that were audit- 
ed," he said. 

He said the audit showed a 
"lot of confusion, and at times a 
lot of excuses for not doing the 
public's business in the public's 
eye." 

If a person is denied a record, 
court challenges can be costly 
and time-consuming. 

A 2001 study by the group 
Investigative Reporters and 
Editors Inc. and the Better 
Government Association 
ranked Tennessee No. 45 of 50 
states in access to public- 
records. 

"When a public record is 
denied, it is hurting people who 
might be affected by the con- 
tents of that record," Gibson 
said. 

In November, Loudon 
County Sheriff Tim Guider's 
office denied a request and later 
said the person who asked for 
the record was "vague as to who 
she was and what she wanted 
the information for." 

Guider has said he did not 
feel like the denial violated the 
Public Records Act. He said a 
home security company had 
previously requested the 
department's burglary reports 
to solicit business. 

Loudon County Chief 
Deputy Tony Aikens said resi- 
dents complain about such 
solicitations. He said the depart- 
ment provides reports "every 
day" to reporters for local 
media. 

"Obviously we want people 
to be aware of the situation" if 
there is a crime, Aikens said. 
"They may not know their 
neighbor has been broken into. 
If they read it in the paper they 
might be on the lookout for a 
strange car in the area or a 
strange person." ♦ 
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«- Now Leasing 
Raiders Ridge Apartments 

Murfreesboro's newest student housing community 

Where will you be living this fall? Check out the brand new 
Raiders Ridge apartment community 
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Raiders Ridge offers 2, 3 and 4-bedroom fully-furnished apartments - 
all with private bathrooms and washers and dryers. Other amenities in 

this luxury student community include: 

X + 

state-of-the-art fitness center 
computer lab with study rooms 
game room, TV lounge 
tanning beds 
swimming pool with waterfall 
rental fees include electricity, water, 
Internet and cable 

+ sand volleyball and tennis courts 
+ car wash bay 
■4* card-access entry gates 
Ismail pets allowed 

* 

¥ 
Raiders Ridge Apartment Homes 

1345 Wenlon Drive Murfreesboro, TN 37130 
RaidersRidge@PlaceProperties.com • 615.907.1870 
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February 14-19 
Monday - Thursday at 7:00 pm and 9:30 pm 

Friday and Saturday at 6:00 pm 
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From the Editorial Board 
Covenant marriages good 
but not revolutionary 

Take an informal poll of friends and the likeli- 
hood is that the majority of them has been through a 
parental divorce. The no-fault marriages introduced 
in the 1960s have had a major impact on the typical 
American family. 

This year the General Assembly will be looking at 
a bill proposing the state adopt covenant marriages - 
marriages that would require couple counseling and 
longer waiting periods for divorce - as another 
option to normal marriages. 

The bill has only good intentions and clearly there 
are many children who suffer as a result of divorces. 
By requiring counseling before the wedding and as a 
way to work through divorce proceedings, the state 
would be encouraging citizens to spend more time 
thinking over one of the biggest decisions of two 
people's lives. 

Of course that's a good idea. Any life decision 
deserves some forethought and planning. 

However, its unlikely that this is going to be a 
craze that catches on like the latest fashion trend. 

Obviously, couples who would be interested in 
participating in a covenant marriage would probably 
be more likely to stay together than others, so it's not 
like the bill, if approved, would suddenly reduce our 
divorce rate. But at least there's the option. 

Many college students are either already married 
or thinking seriously about it for the first time. And 
yet, many students have no idea how to budget a 
household, share responsibilities or even at the most 
basic level communicate effectively with a loved one. 

You can learn these things in the traditional way, 
which is to make mistakes and then make the right 
decisions. 

Or you can enter a covenant marriage and hope- 
fully learn from a licensed counselor how to deal 
with these issues before they occur. 

For many children of divorced parents, the issue 
cuts closer to home. They know firsthand what can 
happen when parents haven't learned the important 
lessons, and quite often their suffering slips under the 
radar. 

Most people aren't going to enter a covenant mar- 
riage, and that's fine. 

• But if the bill were approved, at least the option 
would be available for couples who want it. ♦ 

From the Opinions Editor 
Israeli, Palestinian leaders 
facing threats on lives, peace 

Matthew Adair 
Opinions Editor 

The fragile quiet 
between Israel and 
Palestine might be shat- 
tered by a few gunshots. 

Israeli extemists seem 
to be filling the void left 
by the lull in the fighting 
between Israel and 
Palestine, issuing death 
threats to Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, and 
members of his cabinet in the wake of the upcoming 
withdrawal from the Gaza Strip. 

Some in Israel fear that the atmosphere is fright- 
eningly similar to conditions just before the assassi- 
nation of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin in 1995. 

Sharon isn't the only head of state under the gun 
at the moment: Palestinian officials have received 
threats from Hezbollah that the Iranian and Syrian- 
backed group may assassinate President Mahmoud 
Abbas if he continues negotiating a cease-fire agree- 
ment with Israel. 

Hezbollah's leaders came out on Saturday to deny 
that they were threatening Abbas' life, accusing 
Israeli officials of spreading misinformation in order 
to derail the move towards peace. Still, Abbas' gov- 
ernment is taking the threat very seriously. 

The intertwined nations of Israel and Palestine 
have come within a hairsbreadth of peace in the past; 
each time, forces operating on either side of the con- 
flict have worked to bring the process to a halt. 

There's certainly much to be encouraged by. 
Sharon's cabinet stands behind him in approving the 
withdrawal from Gaza, as well as the release of 500 
Palestinian prisoners. 

Meanwhile, Abbas has managed to wield control 
over some of the many militant groups operating in 
the name of Palestine. Abbas is hopeful that Israel's 
concessions will be enough to encourage Hamas, 
Islamic Jihad and others to permanently disarm 
themselves. 

Whether all of these factors, as well as the strength 
of Israel's police in stopping extremists opposed to 
Sharon's plan, will be enough to keep the peace 
process on-track is uncertain. Whatever happens, the 
coming weeks and months will leave their impact on 
history for generations. ♦ 

Matthew Adair is a sophomore art education major 
and can be reached at matt.adair@gmail.com. 

Dean at odds with DNC leaders 
The most enjoyable aspect of 

the American political process is 
that it never ends. We're barely 
three months removed from a 
general election, and less than a 
month removed from the start of a 
new presidential term and a new 
session of Congress. 

But the wheels are still turning, 
and Howard Dean's rise to the 
chairmanship of the Democratic 
National Committee will make 
politics that much more fun to 
observe. 

Most will remember Dean as 
the fiery, former Vermont gover- 
nor who grabbed the early lead in 
the race for the 2004 Democratic 
presidential nomination. His 
momentum stalled as he finished 
third in the Iowa caucuses and 
faded quickly into the twilight as 
Sen. John Kerry began winning 
almost every state primary. 

Popular opinion says that Dean 
eliminated himself with that spir- 
ited, primal scream, trying to keep 
supporters rallied after the disap- 
pointing Iowa finish. It was not the 
scream that did Dean in, however. 

The Democratic establishment 

Common Sense 

Randall Thomason 

Staff Columnist 

never wanted Dean, and never 
backed him with substantial dol- 
lars. The DNC, then headed by 
Terry McAuliffe, wanted a candi- 
date that better fit its current 
funding, and who wasn't as prone 
to wild rants as Dean. The party i 
leaders doomed Dean before Iowa, 
and went with one of the old 
guards: Kerry, the 20-year 
Massachusetts senator. 

Dean may be in a position to 
have more power with his new 
post than he would have had as the 
Democratic nominee. Had Dean 
been pitted against President 
Bush, the election would have 
been a landslide for Bush, because 
of Dean's eccentric personality 
and his unabashed affection for 

liberal policies. 
So now the man who recently 

said, "I hate Republicans," is lead- 
ing the Democrats in their fight to 
reemerge as a significant factor in 
national politics. 

What will the ramifications be 
of a Dean-led party? I suppose it's 
too early to speculate with any cer- 
tainty, but it can be safely assumed 
that Sen. Hillary Clinton would 
have preferred that someone else 
be in Dean's post. 

Everyone and his or her dog 
knows that the former first lady 
wants to be president, and will vie 
for the office in 2008. But Dean's 
vision for the party may steer it in 
a different direction. Dean's most 
rabid support came from far left, 
nearly militant young people who 
want to remake the entire face of 
the United States. 

Old-line Democrats are likely 
to be turned off if Dean tries to 
cater too much to the radical left 
movement in his camp. It will be a 
balancing act for the new chair- 
man as he tries to grow the base of 
what used to be the clear majority 
party. 

The next four years will deter- 
mine the future of the Democrats, 
and whether they will remain a 
viable national party. If Dean uses 
the same rhetoric and ideas that he 
campaigned on in the presidential 
primaries, then it's safe to say the 
party is in trouble. 

He has to decide if it's possible 
to remake the American political 
climate, which currently sits right 
of center on the pendulum. If he 
tries to shift it far back to the left 
by leading all out obstructions of 
the GOP agenda, the current crop 
of Democrats will continue their 
tailspin into oblivion, only to be 
revived when a new group decides 
to be serious about our nation's 
most important struggles. 

My bet is that Dean's aggressive 
style will lead him to try to under- 
take the role of immediately 
remaking American ideology. 

Proceed at your own risk, Mr. 
Dean. ♦ 

Randall Thomason is a junior 
mass communications major and 
can be reached at 
rthomason@raiderrepublicans.com. 

Republican propaganda 
suppresses free speech 

The Republican march against the 
truth continues. With a slight national 
majority, and control over the govern- 
ment and corporate boardrooms, conser- 
vatives have resolved to bully not just the 
rest of the world, but also the free thought 
of the United States. 

Columnists, such as Armstrong 
Williams, have prostituted themselves and 
discarded any remnant of journalistic 
integrity by accepting money to be a shill 
for Bush administration propaganda. Vice 
President Dick Cheney defends his lies 
about weapons of mass destruction by 
saying he never made the statements, no 
matter how much video proves that he 
did. 

Defiant, as she faced no real challenge 
to her confirmation as Secretary of State, 
Condoleeza Rice didn't even try to defend 
her pre-war lies, instead counterattacking 
Sen. Barbara Boxer for suggesting she lied. 

The president's favorite author, Natan 
Sharansky, goes around defending the 
neoconservative thirst for empire by 
explaining, "Democracies do not start 
wars." Apparently, Sharansky did not 
notice the world's leading democracy, the 
United States, starting the war in Iraq. 

We truly live in a world of propaganda 
when "fair and balanced" means only one 
viewpoint and a "no-spin zone" means 
nothing but. 

Now, Republicans have their truth- 
obliterating sights trained on university 
intellectuals. Professor Ward Churchill 
was recently forced to resign as chairman 
of the ethnic studies department at the 
University of Colorado. Churchill has 
refused to quit teaching, but that has not 
kept some, including the governor of 
Colorado, from calling for him to be fired. 

All this arises from an essay Churchill 
wrote not long after Sept. 11, 2001. In it, 
he takes a hard look at the reasons for the 
terrorist attack. The essay and subsequent 
book escaped wide attention until some 
complaints over Churchill's upcoming 
speaking engagement at Hamilton College 
in New York garnered some media atten- 
tion. 

Soon, Fox News launched a crusade 
against the leftist professor. They even got 
a little help from CNN's token fascist, 
Paula Zahn. To add some teeth to the 
threat against Churchill and free expres- 
sion, Colorado Gov. Bill Owens appeared 
on Zahn's show, demanding that Professor 
Churchill lose at least his job. Owens went 
on to espouse the limits of dissent and free 
speech, equating Churchill's work with 
shouting fire in a crowded theater. Of 
course, the governor was unable, or even 
expected, to explain this inane assertion. 

That's the problem. The man who took 
the time and effort to write out and sup- 
port his argument is having his voice sup- 
pressed, while power rests in the hands of 
people who speak in ridiculous, rarely 
questioned sound bites. 

Cave Canem 

David Cotton 
Staff Columnist 

I have read Churchill's essay titled 
"Some People Push Back: On the Justice 
of Roosting Chickens," and urge anyone 
interested in this issue to do so. He is a 
long time Indian activist familiar with the 
United States' history of conquest and 
views modern foreign policy in these 
terms. 

Basically, Churchill says that the United 
States-backed economic sanctions against 
Iraq, now thought to have been responsi- 
ble for the death of nearly half a million 
Iraqi children, attacked non-military eco- 
nomic aspects of the nation and harmed 
mostly civilians. The terrorists of Sept. 11, 
or "combat teams" as Churchill calls 
them, struck the Pentagon, a military tar- 
get, and the World Trade Center, a major 
economic target of infrastructure. If the 
United States can dismiss the massive 
civilian casualties from sanctions and aer- 
ial bombing as collateral damage, then 
why can the Sept. 11 terrorists not say the 
same thing about the civilians that they 
killed? 

Churchill pulls no punches. Personally, 
I found his lack of empathy for the 
American victims troubling, and his com- 
parisons to Nazi Germany a bit loose, his- 
torically speaking. But, then again, these 
comparisons are no more ridiculous or 
offensive than Republican insistence that 
Saddam Hussein is the same thing as 
Adolf Hitler. His point that we have 
attacked many more targets and killed 
many more inhabitants within the Middle 
East than what they have done here, 
should not be lost on any of us. Naturally, 
some will hold America responsible, and 
wish to strike back. 

Now, Churchill faces death threats and 
the destruction of his career. Liberal aca- 
demics, for whom circling the wagons is 
completely unnatural, have offered half- 
hearted support and a wait-and-see atti- 
tude. Republicans and neoconservatives 
know that if they apply enough pressure, 
the university will cave, and Churchill will 
be fired. If this happens, America will sud- 
denly be a little less free. 

I may not agree with Ward Churchill's 
penchant for Nazi comparisons, but I have 
to admit, even Nazi Minister of 
Propaganda Frank Goebbels would be 
impressed with the Republican propagan- 
da's control over free speech. ♦ 

David Cotton is a graduate history 
major and can be reached at 
dpc2b@mtsu.edu. 
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Celebrate Valentine's 
even if you're alone 

Half Naked 

Wendy Caldwell 
Staff Columnist 

Today is a spe- 
cial day. It's my 
best friend's 
brother's birthday, 
and I'm officially 
old. 

Oh yeah, and 
it's also Valentine's 
Day. 

Before I begin 
on my brilliant, yet witty tirade, know that this is not 
your typical Valentine's Day column. There are no uplift- 
ing, catchy sayings for the young singles about these 
being the best years of your life and you don't want to be 
tied down. There are no encouraging words of wisdom 
for the young couples about how all you need is love, or 
that you can work through anything together. This isn't 
about you at all. It's just a short list of things to do to cel- 
ebrate Valentine's Day without actually celebrating it. 

And here's the great thing: These work whether you're 
single or attached. So forget the cards, candy and flowers, 
the romantic nights out or the man-hating, singles bash- 
es, and do something that's actually, you know, fun. 

First off, we're lucky that this year it's unseasonably 
warm, and we all know what that means: Plenty of peo- 
ple at the park. Now, I'm not a big fan of people-watch- 
ing all the time (some people get really creeped out if you 
stare at them at the mall or something), but you can put 
on a pair of sunglasses and be totally unnoticed. 

The best people to watch in the park are the preteen 
skateboarders, especially when they try to jump over a big 
rock or something. Most of the time, they laugh too 
much at themselves to really care if you're laughing, too, 
and, as long as there isn't any blood, you don't even have 
to feel bad about it. 

If that doesn't tickle your fancy, try this: Think about 
where all the teenagers go to make out. I have no idea 
where this is, but if you ask around enough, you're bound 
to find out. Sometime between 9 and 11 p.m., drive 
around with your brights on. This can be really fun, 
watching them freak out and whatnot. Another version 
of this is to go to a romantic movie and sit right next to a 
couple, even if there are plenty of empty seats elsewhere. 

Take a bubble bath and read a good book. Just because 
you don't want to do the romance thing doesn't mean 
you can't at least relax. Turn your cell phone off, mute 
your Instant Messenger tones, break your television - 
whatever you need to do to block out the normal activi- 
ties that interrupt the flow of your day. Ignore everyone. 

Go shopping and buy at least one thing that looks 
neat, but you know you'll never use, like a combination 
cheese slicer/toaster oven/barbecue fork. Keep the origi- 
nal box, but keep the item on display (like on your 
kitchen counter) as though you really use it every day. 
Later, you can use it as a wedding gift for all those people 
who get engaged today. This is really planning ahead at its 
finest. 

Go to a bar. That's it - this one requires no explana- 
tion. Unless you're under 21, then, you'd best stay away 
from bars. Do something legal, like play the lottery. 
Maybe you'll win. Then you can buy a nice mail-order 
bride/groom and forget all this romance stuff. 

Hopefully, these fun-filled activities will make this a 
memorable Valentine's Day for you and several unsus- 
pecting bystanders. 

And remember: Love is all you need; there's someone 
out there for everyone; being alone doesn't mean you're 
lonely. 

Yeah. My editor added that last part. ♦ 

Wendy Caldwell is a junior mathematics major and can 
be reached at wkc2d@mtsu.edu. 

Sidelines online poll results 
Should single people feel left out 
on Valentine's Day? 

,<j5  Single people should feel left 
I  out every day. (10 percent) 

_  No. Everyone's had to spend 
I  at least one Valentine's Day 

alone. (17 percent) 

Valentine's Day is a meaning- 
_ less holiday geared at making 
I candy    companies   lots   of 

money. (50 percent) 
Are you asking me out? 
(23 percent) 

Visit www.mtsusidelines.com to answer this week's poll question 
"Do you support covenant marriages?" 195 people voted in this poll 
Results are not scientific. 

■■H 



LIVING 
Murfreesboro.Tenn. Monday, February 14,200S   ,v_ 

Do something different t 
You don't have to celebrate 

Valentine's Day with dozens 
of roses, expensive jewelry or 
dinner at the finest restaurant in 
town to make sweet memories. 

SIDELINES ♦ 5 

By Audrey Scruton 
Staff Writer 

To create a memorable 
Valentine's Day, all you really 
need is some creativity and 
enthusiasm. 

The following list of date ideas 
is perfect for those on a shoe- 
string budget, or anyone who just 
wants to try something more 
original this year. 

* This year, go back to being a 
kid again. Create homemade 
valentines from construction 
paper, spend the day at a petting 
zoo or a local park or find a play- 
ground where you can reclaim 
your inner child. 

* Who said pizza and a movie 
isn't romantic? Hit the romance 
aisle at your local movie store and 
stock up on classics such as 
Sleepless in Seattle, Love Story or 
Pretty Woman. 

Snuggle on the couch and let 
Tinsel Town draw you into a cin- 
ematic fairy tale. 

V Volunteering your time for 
charity is a great way to show 
your loved one that you care 
about him or her and the world. 

You could read to senior citi- 
zens at a nursing home, donate 
blood or volunteer at a homeless 
shelter or soup kitchen. 

* Relive old memories while 
making new ones by setting up a 
scavenger hunt with clues that 
relate to the special details of 
your relationship - for example, 
your first date, your most roman- 
tic holiday together, etc. 

Answers to each clue lead you 
to places that hold significance 
for you both, such as where you 
first confessed your love for each 
other, where you first met, and so 
on, ending up where you had 
your first date. 

V Want to drive your partner 
crazy? 

Teach them how to drive a car 
with a manual transmission. Find 
an empty parking lot, and be sure 
to have good music and a full 
tank of gas. 

It may seem unromantic, but it 
can be hilarious to see the student 
driver sputter and stall the car. 

V Select a dinner you have 
never tried from a cookbook. 

Shop for the ingredients and 
prepare the dinner together. For 

added adventure, choose a specific 
type of cuisine and dress the part. 

* Go to a nearby city, find the 
tallest building, go to the top and 
just relax while looking at the city 
skyline together. 

Also try these ideas from 
MTSU students Meg Jermann and 
Leslie Stevens. 

"One time a guy invited me 
over, and it was cold and snowing 
and really gloomy outside," 
Stevens said. "He set up a picnic in 
his room, and we watched movies 
all afternoon. It was really cute." 

Jermann agrees that using old 
standbys can be repetitive. 

"I like to pretend I'm some- 
where else, like decorating your 
place to look like Hawaii or some- 
thing," lermann said. "Or you 
could take a portable DVD player, 
drive to a good spot, and create 
your own drive-in theater." 

"Just being different is fun. The 
whole dinner-and-a-movie thing 
is boring," Jermann said. 

Remember, whatever you 
decide to do for Valentine's, it real- 
ly is the thought that counts. ♦ 
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Singles, show love to everyone around you 
In today's crazy world, the 

mysterious, driving force that 
often keeps us going is love - in 
some shape or form. If we didn't 
love something, we'd never be 
happy. 

Such an immensely impor- 
tant part of our livelihood 
should be celebrated. Hence, 
Valentine's Day was born. 

Known as the patron saint of 
lovers, St. Valentine was a mar- 
tyr who died for his beliefs dur- 
ing the Roman Empire. 

In honor of his demonstra- 
tion of the greatest love - that 
which lays down its life - we 
have an entire day dedicated to 
the appreciation of love. 

Look around - there is no 
theme more pervasive and 
intriguing to us than the idea of 
love. It drives us crazy, yet we 

eed is Love 

tacie Wacaster 
iff Columnist 

can't get enough of it. 
Nearly every song on the 

radio has something to do with 
love: we can feel the love 
tonight, love lifts us up where 
we belong, love keeps us alive, 
we can't help falling in love, all 
we need is love and we would do 
anything for love (but I won't 
do that). 

Now, in the American tradi- 
tion of saturation, Valentine's Day 

has been so highly commercial- 
ized that we sometimes miss the 
real reason for the celebration. 

But underneath all the candy 
hearts, roses and boxes of 
chocolate is the core meaning: 
an appreciation for that myste- 
rious feeling, which is at once 
passionately compelling and 
quietly, unswervingly devoted. 

Of course, not every one of 
us has a significant other - at 
least at this point in our lives — 
upon whom to shower our love. 
For us, Valentine's Day can feel 
like the ultimate rub - in light of 
our single status. 

But this year, instead of feel- 
ing annoyed, bitter, self-pitying 
or even just indifferent toward 
Valentine's Day, take the oppor- 
tunity to show your love to 
other  important,  albeit  non- 

romantic relationships. 
Valentine's Day is not only 

about the di/.zyingly romantic, 
mushy-gushy kind of love. 

It's about observing love of 
any kind: moms, dads, brothers, 
sisters, grandparents, dear 
friends, soul mates and kindred 
spirits. 

Life is short, but love is eter- 
nal. Make the time and effort to 
let someone know that you 
appreciate them. Write a note, 
make a phone call, pay a visit - 
do whatever it takes to let your 
life support know that you are 
grateful for them. 

If you don't have a date for 
Valentine's Day, make one. 

It doesn't have to be a 
romantic interest, just as long as 
you're taking the time to recog- 
nize  those who  have  meant 

something to you. 
Have a date-free Valentine's 

pizza party with your buddies, 
take your mom out to lunch, 
cook dinner for a special friend 
or write a letter to your grand- 
mother. 

Buy valentines like we used 
to do back in grade school and 
hide them in friends' mailboxes, 
shoes, backpacks and cars. 

Surprise someone with a 
batch of cookies, or call an old 
friend with whom you've lost 
touch. 

If you do have a sweetheart, 
don't feel pressure to make this 
the best day ever; it doesn't have 
to be extravagant, just genuine. 

Guys, unless your girl is aller- 
gic to petals, please give her 
some flowers. The amount of 
money you spend is not impor- 

tant; it's a little known fact that 
girls just want to know that our 
guy notices us and that he cares 
that we're there. 

Let her know she's beautiful 
and you're glad she's yours. 

Girls, we tend to think 
Valentine's Day is all about us 
being treated special, and it is, 
but it's also critical to let your 
guy know that he's important to 
you. Recognize him and let him 
know that you value him. 

Whatever you do for 
Valentine's Day this year, don't 
feel sorry for yourself - there is 
somebody who loves you. 

Find them and participate in 
the love celebration. 

You don't have to have 
romance to make a great 
Valentine's Day. 

All you need is love. ♦ 
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Dating Web site provides 
rednecks 'online honky-tonk' 
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By Audrey Scruton 
Staff Writer 

From the heavily publicized cHarmony.com to 
the ever-popular Match.com. there are hundreds 
of online dating services available today tor the 
average single person. 

But a brand-new dating Web site, 
RedneckAndSingle.com. is geared toward a more 
specific audience. 

"The whole idea of RedneckAndSingle.com 
was to create an online dating environment just 
for very down-to-earth people with interests like 
country music, NASCAR and camping," says 
Kevin, the site's creator. "Think of it as an online 
honky-tonk." 

The site has already garnered a lot of interest 
from the public, receiving approximately 1,600 
visitors in its first few weeks in operation, and 50 
people have posted personal profiles on the site. 

"For the people who are joining, I'm seeing a 
lot of enthusiasm about the site," Kevin said. "You 
don't have to be a banjo-strummin', tobacco-spit- 
tin', cowboy boots-wearin' person to feel comfort- 
able at RedneckAndSingle.com," Kevin says. 

Students see the site as a positive creation. 
"I think it sounds like a fun idea, or at least a 

very entertaining one," MTSU student Greg 
Harris says. 

"It targets a specific group of people, and it 
sounds like it would be directed specifically at 
their interests," sophomore Kenny Barrett says. 

"RedneckAndSingle.com was born out of my 
desire as a marketing guy to create a consumer 
brand of my very own, and out my frustrations as 
a single guy with the online dating sites that are 
out there now," Kevin says. 

Kevin encourages all interested persons to 
check out his site. 

"You don't have 
to be a banjo-strummin', 

tobacco-spittin', 
cowboy boots-wearin' 

person to feel 
comfortable at 

RedneckAndSingle.com." 

Kevin 
RedneckAndSingle.com creator 

"I'd urge anyone who's single to check out the 
site and take the Redneck Personality Profile," he 
says. "It's a real hoot." 

"A lot of people may be thinking, 'No way; I'm 
not a redneck.' But once they take the profile and 
see their interests are mud fightin' and four- 
wheelin', they're going to see that rednecks are 
having more fun than most people," Kevin says. 

"One thing I've learned during my years as a 
single guy is that you need to explore your 
options," Kevin says. "So if you're a woman won- 
dering what it would be like to go out with a cow- 
boy, or if you're a guy who'd like to meet a down- 
to-earth woman who enjoys wearing her Daisy 
Dukes, then I think RedneckAndSingle.com is an 
option definitely worth exploring." ♦ 
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Siljestrom, Born help MT increase winning streak to four 
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MT's Marco Born went 4-0 in two matches this weekend. 

By Casey Brown and Colby Sledge 
Staff Writer and Sports Editor 

The Middle Tennessee men's tennis team 
won two home matches over the weekend to 
run its winning streak to four matches. 

The No. 53 Blue Raiders defeated No. 35 
Georgia Tech 6-1 on Saturday before shut- 
ting out Furman on Sunday at the Racquet 
Club of Murfreesboro. 

MT claimed the doubles point to jump 
out to an early lead on Saturday. At No. 1 
doubles, the No. 58 team of Andreas 
Siljestrom and Marco Born squeezed by 
David North and Marco Rajevac 8-5 in yet 
another strong showing for the tandem. 

At No. 2, the No. 29 duo of Brandon Allan 
and Kai Schledorn had no answer for Scott 
Blackmon and Jose Muguruza, falling 8-6. 
The Blue Raiders claimed the first point of 
the match, however, when Greg Pollack and 
Anant Sitaram claimed an 8-6 win over 
Sukhura Young and Jordan Belass. 

Singles play proved to be the difference 
for the Blue Raiders. MT claimed victories 

at the top four spots in the lineup and at No. 
6, blowing open a close match. 

Siljestrom took care of business at No. 1, 
as the No. 68 Swede upset No. 35 Muguruza 
3-6, 6-2, 6-3. Born followed his partner, 
defeating North 6-4,6-3 at No. 2. 

MT's Schledorn, the current Sun Belt 
Player of the Week, upped the lead to 4-0 
when he handled Rajevac 6-4,6-1, at No. 3. 

"It was good to see Andreas and Marco 
play well, and Kai continues to be very solid 
for us," MT head coach Dale Short told MT 
Media Relations. 

Sitaram also emerged victorious, besting 
Young 6-3,4-6,6-2 in a three-set battle at No. 
4. Georgia Tech's only victory came at No. 5 
singles, as Pollack fell to Belass 2-6,6-7 (4). 

The Blue Raiders claimed the final point 
of the match when Allan defeated George 
Guelesiani 6-2,6-7 (5), 7-5 at No. 6. 

The win marked the second straight time 
the Blue Raiders have defeated the Yellow 
Jackets at home. MT improved to 5-1 on the 
season, while previously unbeaten GT fell to 
3-1. The record marks MT's best start since a 

12-0 run to begin the 2001 season. 
On Sunday, the Blue Raiders continued 

their winning ways with another fast start 
against Furman. Allan and Schledorn 
rebounded with an 8-5 victory over Allen 
Simmons and Andy Sobczyk at No. 1 dou- 
bles, and Siljestrom and Born clinched the 
point with an 8-5 win over Ben Pauluhn 
and Greg Maarschalk at No. 2. 

"I was a little worried coming into the 
match because Furman is a good team and 
very well-coached," Short told MT Media 
Relations. "We started strong in doubles and 
continued to work in all of the singles 
matches, and the hard work really paid off." 

Schledorn played the only three-set 
match in singles at No. 2, and the sopho- 
more from Germany staved off Pauluhn 6- 
1, 3-6, 10-8. All of the other matches went 
smoothly for the Blue Raiders, including 
Siljestrom's 6-3, 6-2 victory over Simmons 
at No. 1. 

The Blue Raiders will continue their four- 
match homestand on Friday against 
Virginia Tech at 1:30 p.m. ♦ 

Denver    i  
scorches ' Double dose of Murphy magic 
Raiders 
By David Hunter 
Senior Staff Writer 

The Blue Raiders headed out 
to take on the best of the SBC 
West and came home with an 
83-71 loss at Denver on 
Saturday. 

Throughout the season, the 
Blue Raiders have been known 
for their defense. However, 
Denver was able to score at ease. 

"I just thought we never got in 
any defensive rhythm, and we 
were playing on our heels," MT 
head coach Kermit Davis told 
MT Media Relations. 

Denver's 83 points were the 
most that MT has given up 
under Davis in an SBC game that 
finished in regulation. Denver 
shot 53 percent from the field in 
the win and out-rebounded MT 
38-33. 

For the Pioneers, Antonio 
Porch led the way with 27 and 
added seven boards and five 
assists. Yemi Nicholson chipped 
in 23 points and 11 boards. 
Rodney Billups had 18 points, 
five rebounds, nine assists and 
committed only three 
turnovers. 

"[Billups] dominated the 
game, no question," Davis told 
MT Media Relations. "He was 
solid at the point, [Nicholson) is 
really good and Porch had a fine 
game." 

For MT, Michael Cuffee 
scored 20 points and had nine 
rebounds, and Steve Thomas 
added 14 points and seven 
boards. Marcus Morrison and 
Mike Dean scored 12 and 10 
points, respectively. 

MT led 42-41 at the break, 
and Morrison nailed a three- 
pointer with 11:30 to go to 
make the score 61-60. Before 
that, Morrison had 10 straight 
MT points to come back from 
being down 58-51. However, 
Denver went on a 15-2 run to 
take control of the game. 

The big key of the game was 
free-throw shooting. Denver 
went 16-of-23, while MT went a 
perfect 5-for-5. The Blue 
Raiders never got into the bonus 
situation in either half, however. 

MT (15-10, 5-6) returns 
home Thursday night to take on 
Arkansas State at 7 p.m. ♦ 
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MT sophomore Kyle Young pulls down one of his six rebounds in 
the Blue Raiders' 79-64 victory over North Texas on Thursday. 

MT uses tight first-half defense 
to handily defeat Mean Green 
By David Hunter 
Senior Staff Writer 

The weather was cold outside, and 
so was North Texas's offense as the 
Blue Raiders defeated UNT 79-64 on 
Thursday night at Murphy Center. 

MT held the Mean Green to a single 
point in the first five minutes of the 
game. UNT missed their first 10 shots 
until Leonard Hopkins connected on 
a jumper with 11:22 left in the open- 
ing half. 

"We came out with a lot of energy 
tonight," MT forward Michael Cuffee 
said. "The crowd was right behind us. 

mmd fc> 

MT 79 
UNT              64 

Next Game: Feb. 17 
v. Arkansas State 

We give the crowd a lot of support for 
being right there with us." 

While the MT defense was shutting 
down the UNT offense, the Blue 
Raider offense was scoring at ease 

See Defense, 7 
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Sophomore forward Krystle Horton scored six points and added 
four rebounds and three steals in MT's 71 -45 win over Denver. 

Holmes leads balanced attack 
as Lady Raiders crush Denver 
By lori Rice 
Staff Writer 

A return to Murphy Center marked a 
return to the win column as the Lady 
Raiders defeated Denver 71-45 
Thursday night. 

"We have a lot of fire and energy in 
us right now," sophomore Chrissy 
Givens said. "After our last two losses, 
we decided right here and right now 
that we are going to give it all we got." 

Givens recorded her first double- 
double with 11 points and 12 
rebounds as the Lady Raiders snapped 
a two-game conference losing streak. 

MT 71 
Denver 45 

Next Game: Feb. 17 
@ Arkansas-Little Rock 

In fact, four Lady Raiders scored in 
double figures. 

Patrice Holmes led the Lady Raiders 
with 17 points, Starr Orr had 11 points 
and 9 rebounds and Tia Stovall scored 

See Balance, 8 

Lady Raiders sweep SBC West with win over UNT 
By lori Rice 
Staff Writer 

The Middle Tennessee 
women's basketball team defeat- 
ed North Texas 64-49 Saturday 
evening at Super Pit for another 
Sun Belt Conference win. 

UNT (11-12, 6-5 SBC) 
jumped out to an early 6-3 
lead, but the Lady Raiders 
caught up, scoring four points 

and eventually leading by one 
point in the beginning of the 
first half. UNT struggled for 
the entire game but forced a 
13-13 tie in the first half. 

UNT trailed 30-22 at halftime 
after MT extended its lead in the 
final minutes of the first half. 

Both teams had a hard time 
keeping the ball under control 
in the first half, as UNT had 17 
turnovers and the Lady Raiders 

had 11. 
UNT finished with 27 

turnovers, while MT had 19. 
However, in the second half, 

MT's shooting percentage was 
50 percent, while UNT shot 37 
percent from the field. 

The Lady Raiders shot two 
three-pointers in the second 
half and went on an 11-2 run 
with 5:57 minutes remaining in 
the game. 

UNT was led on offense by 
Talicia Sanders and Erika Bobo, 
who both scored 12 points and 
grabbed eight rebounds. 

MT's Chrissy Givens recorded 
back-to-back double-doubles 
with 15 points and 11 rebounds. 

Givens has made major con- 
tributions in the last seven 
games, scoring in double figures 
in every game and leading the 
team in rebounding in all seven 

games. Givens is averaging 14 
points and 7.3 rebounds per 
game. 

"I just went to the boards," 
Given told MT relations. "There 
have been too many times in the 
past two games when I wasn't 
going to the boards. I just made 
it a special goal to be on the glass 
every time the ball was shot." 

Meanwhile, Tia Stovall scored 
12 points against  UNT, and 

Krystle Horton added 10 points. 
MT (16-7, 8-2 SBC) is cur- 

rently in second place in the 
SBC East Division, while UNT's 
third consecutive loss dropped 
them into second place in the 
West Division. 

The Lady Raiders will return 
to action on Thursday, as they 
travel to Little Rock, Ark., to 
take on the Lady Trojans. ♦ 



Lady Raider sprinters lead 
By Casey Brown 
Staff Writer 

The Middle Tennessee track 
squads had another strong show- 
ing Saturday at the Valentine 
Invitational at Murphy Center. 

The Lady Raiders continued 
their dominance of sprint events, 
logging many first-place finishes. 

MT had the first four finishers 
in the 200-meter dash. Junior 
Kerry Barrow won her first event 
of the season with a personal-best 
time of 24.81 to finish first, eclips- 
ing her previous best of 24.99 at 
the Hoosier Relays in January. 

Antranette Stringer finished 
second in the race with a time of 
25.14, Tiffany Owens claimed 
third with a 25.37 and Candice 
Robertson took fourth with a 
25.61. 

MT also had success in the 55 

meters. Owens won the event, 
clocking in at 7.17. Barrow was 

right behind her, finishing sec- 
ond in a photo finish with a 
time of 7.17 as well. 

"Tiflany Owens did really well, 
running her season best in the 55 
right after running the 400," head 
coach Dean Hayes said. 

Robertson took first place in 
the 55-meter hurdles with a 
time of 8.23. Yesterday marked 
her second consecutive victory 
in that event. Jessica Anderson 
placed second for MT with a 
time of 8.34. 

Kishara George also 

impressed for the Lady Raiders. 
After missing the last few weeks 
with an injury, the senior won 
the 400-meters with a time of 
56.43. 

"[George) ran well after being 
hurt for a while," Hayes said. "It 

was good to have her back." 
The trio of KeKe Deckard, 

Sierra Douglas and Stephanie 

Tamgho dominated the jumps for 
the Lady Raiders, claiming the top 
three places in both events. 

In the triple jump, Douglas 
won with a mark of 39-97 1/2. 
Deckard finished second at 39- 
02 1/2 and Tamgho took third 

with a 39-3/4. 
Deckard finished first in the 

long jump, clearing 18-10 while 
Douglas placed second at 18-07. 
Tamgho was right behind at 18- 

05, good for third. 
The Lady Raiders also per- 

formed well in the shot put. 
Laetitia Florimond and Meghan 
Byrd finished one-two in the 
event with throws of 45-10 and 
44-07, respectively. 

"We had several improve- 
ments in the field events, partic- 

Men's golf begins spring play 
By Cody Gibson 
Staff Writer 

As MT golf approaches the spring season, there 
is a strong reason for optimism. 

The fall season began well for the Blue Raiders, 
as the team placed fifth at the Mean Green Classic, 
but then sub-par finishes along the way at the 
Raising Cane Classic, Mason Rudolph 

Championship and Memphis Intercollegiate 
dampened the team's hopes. 

However, a ninth-place finish in the USA Fall 
Beach Classic has the team looking forward to the 
spring season. 

"I think the guys have played pretty well this 
winter," MT head coach Johnny Moore told MT 
Media Relations. "We are in great shape and have 
worked hard since the fall. Hopefully, we can put 
things together this spring as we work toward the 
conference championship." 

The Blue Raiders are led by senior Blake Bivens, 
who led MT in scoring average with 74.1. Bivens 
posted a lOth-place finish in the Mean Green 
Classic, which marks his best finish of the season. 

Josh Nelms and Nick Bailes both have an aver- 

age of 75.7 and look to contribute heavily in the 
spring season. 

Kenny Green looks to improve on his 77.2 aver- 
age after having an impressive run at the National 
Amputee Golf Classic. Green took home the tide for 
a third straight season. The senior's best perform- 
ance came at the Memphis Intercollegiate. 

Also looking to make an impact with MT this 
spring are seniors Mac Lee and Chris Webb. 

Brandon Burris played in two tournaments 
with a 78 average, and Patrick McLennan finished 
with a 78 average as well. Both appear to be ready 
to help out during the spring. 

Moore made waves in November by signing 
three highly-touted local players for the fall sea- 
son. Moore spoke well of his recruiting class. 

"Because of the national tournament experi- 
ence, all three have the capability of coming in 
here and contributing right away," Moore told MT 
Media Relations. "All three are very long hitters, 
come from excellent backgrounds and have had 
very good instruction." 

Rick Cochran is the No. 90 player according to 
the Junior Golf Scoreboard and was first team all- 

state at Heath High School in Kentucky. 
Craig Smith is a local product from Davidson 

Academy. He was named all-state and qualified for 
the U.S. Boys Championship. 

Chas Narramore, another top 100 golfer according 
to the Junior Golf Scoreboard, holds the tide of 
Tennessee Junior Champion. 

"This is a great class, and we are very excited to 
have them representing our program and this 

University," Moore concluded. 
The Blue Raiders will begin the spring season at 

the Mattlock Intercollegiate in Florida at the 
Grasslands Golf and Country Club on today. 

The conference championship takes place on 
April 18 and will be in Port Lucie, Fla. ♦ 

way 
ularly on the women's side," 

Hayes said. "Meghan Byrd did a 
great job in the shot put." 

On the men's side, Linnie 
Yarbrough performed well for 
MT. Yarbrough, last week's Sun 
Belt Athlete of the Week, won 
the 55-meter hurdles with a 
time of 7.31. VanTonio Fraley 
claimed first in the 55-meters, 
running the race in 6.40. 

JJ Sturm finished second in a 
pair of events for the Blue Raiders. 
Sturm logged season bests of 23- 
04 1/4 in the long jump and 46-06 
in the triple jump. 

"They're getting better all the 
time, but they're also trying to 
be consistent, and that's the big 
thing right now," Hayes said. 

Middle Tennessee will travel 
to Jonesboro, Ark. for the SBC 
Indoor Championships on Feb. 
27-28. ♦ 
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in home meet 
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MT's Tiffany Owens won first place in the 55-meter dash. 

Defense: Holds UNT to 21 first-half points 
Continued from 6 

with the opening 19-1 run. 

"We started out the first five 
minutes or 10 minutes aggres- 
sive defensively and offensive- 
ly," MT guard Bryan Smithson 
said. "That was our main goal 
coming into the game." 

MT led 40-21 at the halftime 
break. 

"I thought Middle Tennessee 
did an excellent job of starting 
the game and building a huge 
lead," UNT head coach Johnny 
Jones said. "I thought they did 
an excellent job of maintaining 
that lead pretty much through- 
out the game. They really kept 
us at bay." 

In that first half, the Blue 
Raiders connected on 60 per- 
cent of their shots from down- 
town, and 50 percent from the 

field goal area. 
MT shot just more than 41 

percent in the second half, but 
UNT never got closer to 14 
points. 

The Blue Raiders also put on 
a show for the fans with six 
dunks in the win. Four of those 
came from Marcus Morrison. 
Morrison also lobbed a pass in 
which Cuffee flushed it in one- 

handed style. Kyle Young 
stuffed in an offensive 
rebound. 

"We like to play in transi- 
tion," Morrison said. "We have 
a lot of athletes that can run 
and jump. We work on our 

halfcourt game, but we really 
thrive in transition." 

Morrison led the team in 
scoring for the second consec- 
utive game with 21 points. 

"I just approached it like any 

other game," Morrison said. "I 
just tried to come out, be 
focused, play defense and have 
fun." 

Cuffee added 16, while Mike 
Dean chipped in with 12. 

Hopkins was the leading 
scorer for UNT with 17. 
However, their second leading 
scorer, Calvin Watson, was held 
to zero points. 

"I though we did some switch- 
ing that maybe caused them 
some problems," MT head coach 
Kermit Davis said. "As Coach 
Jones probably realized, 1 don't 
think Watson was at his best." 

The Blue Raiders are now 
11 -0 when leading at halftime 
this season. 

MT improved their record to 
15-9, (5-5) while the Mean 
Green dropped to 11 -10 (4-6). ♦ 
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Employment 

You determine your own hours, your 
own pace and your own compensation. 
Great way to work around your current 
schedule, earn extra money and try a new 
financial services career. For more infor- 
mation... Valeric 904-1817 or 943-8274. 

The Tennessee Louis Stokes Alliance for 
Minority Participation is seeking student 
tutors for the following ETIS courses: 
Statics, Instruments and Controls, 
Technical Drawing, Industrial Electricity. 
Please contact Barbara Knox at 898-5311 
for more information, Jones Hall Room 
333. 

Need Money? Student advisors are need- 
ed for 120 unit off-campus MTSU apart- 
ment community. On-site training, cash 
referrals and generous hourly salaries are 
included. Call toll free, 1-866-594-5470 
to make an appointment with Kimberly 
Sanders. 

Now hiring full-part time for front desk 
help. All shifts open. Please apply in per- 
son, prefer experience. 1-24 - exit 64 
Waldron Road. Super 8 LaVcrgne. 615- 
793-9999. 

Five Senses Restaurant 8c Bar is now hir- 
ing cooks, requirements - good listener, 
hard working and quick learner. Apply in 
person between 2-4 pm Tu. - Fr. 1602 
W. Northfield Blvd. Suite 515 
(Georgetown Park) 

CHILD CARE 
Nursery caregiver, $7.00/hour, Sunday, 
Tuesday and Thursday mornings. 
Competitive wages, great environment. 
Must be over 18 yean of age, have expe- 
rience with young children and provide 
excellent references. Apply in person at 
St. Mark's United Methodist Church, 
1267 N. Rutherford Blvd. 

FUN IN THE SUN! 
Lifeguards   wanted   in   North   Myrtle 
Beach 

"Will train," no experience 
Apply www.nsbslifeguards.com 

Campus energy drink wanted. Hard work 
pays off with new exclusive product not 
found in stores! Will train 
teachable/motivated candidates. Call 
Omar 828-0460 for interview. 

EARN 7,467 THIS SUMMER! Did you 
wait too long to find a great summer job 
last year? If so, call John @ FASTRACK 
615-394-2134 for more information. 

PT positions available. Earn $10/hr + 
commissions, work 20-24 hr/wk, includ- 
ing weekends and evenings. This is a sales 
position for local fire departments in local 
counties. Earnings paid weekly. Valid 
drivers license and reliable transportation 
required. Call 615-893-8773. 

For Rent 

4 BD, 3.5 BA condo for lease. 3,000 sq. 
feet. Washer and dryer in unit. $1,200 a 
month + small deposit. Available ASAP. 
Call Valerie for details. 943-8274 or 893- 
0809. 

NEWLY REMODELED CONDO FOR 
RENT. 4 BDRM/2 FULL BATH - 
WASH/DRY INCL. WALKING DIS- 
TANCE TO MTSU. S900/MONTH. 
CALL 804-3817. 

4 BD 2.5 BA condo for lease. 3,000 sq. 
feet. Washer and dryer in unit. $1,200 a 
month + small deposit. Available imme- 
diately. Call Valerie for details. 
943-8274 or 893-0809. 

New 3 BR, 2BA House, CH/A, stove 
rcfrig, D/W, washer/dryer,, screened 
back porch, lmile from campus. 
$975/mo. $500 deposit, 1 vr. lease, no 
pets. 895-0075, 417-4009. 

Got friends? Looking for an apartment? 
4 BR/2 BA, remodeled apartment; very 
close to campus; $295 per month / per 
bedroom. 615-758-9298. 

Walk to MTSU from this beautiful house 
on Greenland Drive. This house is ready 
for your new and exciting 2005 Academic 
Year. Available 2/1/05. Fantastic 
Location, Quiet environment, Spacious 
rooms for 4 students as a group.$300 x 4 
+ 1/4 utilities. $350/person security 
deposit + lease. Circle drive, patio, 2-car 
carport, hardwood floors, new carpets, 
new roof, refrigerator, Built-in oven, 
washer n' dryer, dishwasher, central 
H/A, fireplace, gas logs. Call 898-2005. 

Miscellaneous 

Steel Buildings 
Prepare for Almanac's Harsh Winter 
Forecast!  Garages and Equipment 
Storage 20x30, 20x26, and 30x52. 

Quick Assembly! 
CALL for Details 
1-800-405-7501 

New Poetry Anthology! 
Collective Works of the 

SWEET TEA POETRY CIRCLE 
(Meredit Aaronson, editor) 

www.swcetteapoetrycircle .com 

Opportunities 

VINYL SOUP is looking for very serious 
Drummer and Keyboardist to Tour. Must 
be able to rehearse once a week. We are 
based in Franklin, www.vinylsoup.com. 
Call 615-397-9634 or 931-682-3878. 

Flash is looking for talent to perform in a 
"Girl's Rock Flash show in March 2005. 
If interested, contact Brandon 898-2917. 

Are you an Undergraduate student inter- 
ested in pursing a PhD? If so, we would 
like  to  talk  to you.     Undergraduate 
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research is beneficial for prospective PhD 
candidates. To find out more information 
visit www.mtsu.edu/-mcnair for quali- 
fying criteria. 
The Anointed Ladies of Alpha Theta 
Omega Christian Sorority will be hosting 
an informational for undergraduate and 
graduate students. The informational will 
be Sat. Fcb 19, 2005 at the KUC. Call 
Alisha Vaughn at 615-893-1012 tor info. 

Pets 

Free hemingway kittens. One black, one 
white, one mixed. 931-505-5002. 

Roommates 

Female non-smoker roommate needed for 3 
BR, 2 BA flat. 1 block from campus. $300 
per month including utilities. Call Toni @ 
615-476-5916. 

Responsible female r<x>mmate needed to 
share new house, nxim has never been lived 
in!  3 BR, 2 BA w/ garage not tar from 
MTSU campus. For more inti>rmation, 
please contact Ellyn at 615-419 6696. 

CONDO NEAR MTSU FOR LEASE 4 
bedroom, 3.5 bath condo for lease. 3,000 
sq. ft. Washer and dryer in unit. SI,200 a 
month + small deposit. Avail, immed. call 
Valerie for details. 943-82 74 or 893- 
0809. 

Mature female roommates sought to 
occupy new 2 bed cottage with private 
entrance, located 2 blocks from MTSU. 
$375/month includes heat/air, water, 
electricitv and cable TV. 1 vr lease, S500 
deposit. No pets. 615-364 1004. 

Female roommate needed ASAP to share 
3 BR, @ BA house in stone gate subdivi 
sion, located ofTS. Rutherford 5 minutes 
from MTSU campus. Washer/Dryer 
included, with high speed internet & 2 car 
gate. Very nice, brand new house with 
vaulted ceilings. Rent $325/mo plus 1/3 
utilities. Call 615 585-4802 or 731-693 
9595 for more info. 

Female looking for female r<x>mmate. 10 
min from MTSU in a town house. Private 
bath, and walk in closet. $350 including 
utilities. Needs to be neat. 584-0797, ask 
for Rachel. 

Roommates needed to share 3bd/2ba 
home in M'boro. Incl. all utilities 
$450/mo (furn.rm. 8c $400/mo 
(unfunr.) 615-867-7689. 

Responsible female roommate wanted to 
share a 3bd, 2 bath house located 1 block 
from campus. All hardwood floors, dish- 
washer, W/D included, house is very clean 
and in great condition. Kitchen, dining 
rm, dining rm, living rm, good size front& 
back yard, carport 8c shed. Rent is 
$325/mo plus 1/3 utilities. $200 deposit. 
No pets. Call 615-419-0802 for appt. 

2.5 bath in "like new" condo with same. 
Middleborough Court, walk to campus 
approx. .5 miles, washer/dryer provided. 
1st bedroom $250, 2nd bedroom S235, 
share utilities. $200 deposit, 6 months 
lease. 904-7819 leave a message! 

Sales 

1991 Suzuki Intruder 750. Very depend- 
able, ridden dailv. Windshield, saddle- 
bags, black. $2100. Call Jay at 569 2413. 

2000 Chrysler Concorde LXI: silver with 
charcoal interior; one owner; purchased 
new; excellent condition. Call 615-563- 
2399 or 898-2623 for more info. 

Microwaves and dorm refrigerator for 
sale in great condition. S50 each obo. 
Call Jullian 907-1807. 

1988 Chevy Blazer for sale. Great condi- 
tion. 4x4, 4 dr. $5,500 obo'. Need to 
Sell!! 931-592-2494. 

Two Cheap Computer desks. One desk type 
with cabinets overhead. One is a stand type 
with 1 drawer, no cabinets. S30 tor both. 
Email: deb_mtsu@vahoo.com. Call 615- 
563-4488 after 5:30. 

For Sale. 8 ft. p<x>l table descent condition 
and accessories. One set of normal balls, one 
set of clear balls. Eight sticks including a 
short stick. love the table but moving. $350 
or best offer. Call and leave a message. Joe @ 
904 2035 

Two white semi-new microwaves for sale. 
$20 each Great condition. Just moved into 
place with built in microwave. Call Andrea at 
364-0634 

1992 Buick Century, runs great! Only 108k 
miles, new battery, power steering pum, 4 
new tires, CD plaver, good air8c heat. Onlv 
S2,000OBO. Call cell (615) 525-6249 
LEAVE MESSAGE. 

Services 

ATTORNEY 
Christine Barrett 

890 1300 
320 West Main St. Suite 121 

Murfrcesboro, TN 37130 
Visa/MasterCard Accepted. 

MTSU student needs ride to campus and 
back. In the Manchester area. Call 931- 
723-8177 or email rnb2t@mtsu.edu. 

Sublease 

University' Courtyard sub-lease 1 bed- 
room, 1 private bath in 4 bed unit. Coed. 
Jan through Aug. available now- 
Furnished.Utilities included. 
$375/month or best offer-Kevin at 615- 
429-7929. 

Sublease for the University Courtyard. Call 
615-48-1531 to move in immediately. 

Need 2 female Roommates to share 3bd,     Subleaser needed for r<x>m in 2 bed apart 
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ment at Campus Crossing. Less than actu- 
al rent, will pay $100 of each month's rent 
or first month when you move in. Fully 
furnished, high speed internet, own bath- 
room, shower, 24 hour computer lab and 
fitness room. Next to greek row. Call Mark 
901-487-2716. 

Room available for sub-lease in a 3 bed 
apartment for a male at Campus Crossing. 
For info call Campus Crossing about apt 
K-203. 

Female Subleaser needed tor 3BR/3BA 
apartment at Campus Crossing. Lease 
ends July 31, 2005. Apartment is fully fur- 
nished, w/ W & D. Rent is $439/mo 
(utilities included) Call Chelsea @ 615- 
364-5355 or email cms3k@mtsu.edu 

Female roommate needed. University 
Gables, lbd/bath in 4bd apt. Fully fur- 
nished, 24 hr internet, pool, fitness room, 
w/d. Rent is S5K (utilities included). Will 
give $200 or pav half rent. No Deposit. 
Call Evelyn @ 6155-631-6220 or email 
emm2q@mtsu.edu. 

Sub-leaser needed for apt. at Campus 
Crossing. Less than actual rent!! High 
speed internet, fully furnished, own bath- 
room, free tanning, shuttle bus to school, 
24 hr. computer lab and fitness center. Call 
Mark 901-487-2716. 

3 bd/2 bath, looking tor one more room- 
mate. Rent is $325 plus utilities. No pets. 
Very close to Campus, on Beu St. Living 
room, dining room +kitchen, fully fur- 
nished, w/hardwood floors. Call Nichole 
@ 419-0802. 

Travel 

Condo in Myrtle Beach tor Spring 
Break! Sheraton Broadway Plantation 
Resort. March 5-12, 2005, 7 nights. 1 

BR (sleeps 4) $90/night with minimum 
of 4 nights. 

615-975-4792. 

Bahamas Spring Break Cruise! Includes 
Meals, MTVu Celebrity Parties! Panama 
City, Daytona $159! Cancun, Jamaica, 

Acapulco, $.499! Award Winning 
Company! 

www.springbreakgavcl.com 
1-800-678 6386. 

Policies 

Sidelines will be responsible only for the first 
income! insertion of any classified advertise- 
ment. No refunds will be made tor partial 
cancellations. Sidelines reserves the right to 
refuse any advertisement it deems objection- 
able for any reason. Classifieds will only be 
accepted on a prepaid basis. Ads may be 
placed in the Sidelines office in Mass Comm, 
Room 269, or taxed to (615) 904-8193. 
For more information call (615) 904-8154. 
Ads arc not accepted over the phone. Ads 
are free for students and faculty. 
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MT loses two in road trip to Louisville 
By Clarence Plank 
Staff Writer 

The Lady Raider tennis squad suffered two road 
losses over the weekend. 

First, Middle Tennessee fell to No. 75 Louisville 5- 
2 Friday at Bass-Rudd Tennis Center. 

MT's Jennifer Klaschka and Ann-Kristin 
Siljestrom defeated Suzanna Gracanin and Leslie 
Stewart 8-5, but Louisville took the double point. 

Klaschka won her third match at No. 1 singles 
when she defeated Stewart 6-3, 6-3 to give the 
Lady Raiders a boost. 

"As a team I think, overall, we fought hard in 
the match," MT head coach Neil Stapp told MT 
Media Relations. "The courts were really fast and 

the crowd was extremely loud, and those are 
things you just have to get used to when you play 
on the road." 

On Saturday, the Lady Raiders fell to No. 32 New 
Mexico 4-3, but not before Klaschka and Siljestrom 
pulled off an upset against the No. 4 duo of Maja 
Kovacek and Iva Gersic 8-5. 

"The win at No. 1 doubles was huge for the pro- 
gram," Stapp told MT Media Relations. "I was really 
happy with how Jenny and Ann-Kristin fought and 
came up with a great victory." 

After MT's Jacqui Williams and Claudia Szabo 
won 8-6 over Nora Quintal and Tiffany 
Robertson at No. 3 to give MT the doubles point, 
the Lobos came back to win the next four singles 
matches, however, to pull off the victory. ♦ 

Balance: MT uses second-half run to win 
Continued from 6 

10 points as every player on 
MT's roster played at least 
seven minutes. 

"We haven't had a lot of 
opportunities in conference 
play to give everyone quality 
minutes," MT head coach 
Stephany Smith said. "I 
thought this was a good oppor- 
tunity to do that because of 
how well we played coming out 
of the gates." 

MT jumped out to an early 
9-0 lead, but Smith was still 
looking for something more 
from her team after the first 

half. 
"In the first half, I thought 

we pushed and had some good 
opportunities in transition," 
Smith said. "I also think we 
could have done a better job of 
converting on the opportuni- 
ties that we had." 

The Lady Raiders responded 
with a 25-7 run to open the 
second half that gave MT a 54- 
22 lead with 10 minutes left. 

"We had just as many 
[opportunities) by the first 
media timeout of the second 
half as we did the entire first 
half," Smith said. "We did a bet- 
ter job of pushing the ball on 

the fast break, whether it was a 
made field goal or a missed field 
goal.." 

MT also out-rebounded 
Denver (4-18, 2-8 SBC) 42-24, 
with Givens leading the way. 

After MT's 64-49 victory 
over North Texas on Saturday, 
the Lady Raiders (16-7,9-2 Sun 
Belt Conference) remained two 
games behind SBC East leader 
Western Kentucky. 

"It was important that we 
came out and played well," 
Holmes said. "For every game 
that Western Kentucky wins, we 
have to win. We are fighting for 
a championship." ♦ 

Unit/miff c 

FREE RENT FOR 
A FULL YEAR? 

• You could win! Call now to learn how. 
For a limited time, $99 moves you in with 

rental payments starting at just $375! 

ALL-INCLUSIVE RENT INCLUDES: Heat & air. water. 
electricity, local phone & basic cable! • 2 & 4 bedrooms 

Hi-speed internet in units! • Fully furnished • Individual leases 
All private bedrooms • Fuil-size washer & dryer • Private or 

-• ared bathrooms • Microwave • Dishwasher & disposal 
-free refrigerator w/ ice maker • Private porch/balcony 

ly areas • Bas<etball, volleyball, swimming pool, Jacuzzi 
Fit-        ;nter • Computer lab w/ high-speed internet 

www.universitycourtyard.com 
15-      Lascassas Highway   101 07707A MOft 

iifreboroTN, 37130     FREE 0//.Z7U. J70U 

2315 North Tennessee BJvd I MurfreesboroJN 37130 

Individual Leases 

* MOW      g Room m 

■ MORE Private Space 

INDIVIDUAL Storage Unit 

BLAZING High Speed Internet 

FULLY Furnished 

DED Utility Package! 
ml 
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Surprisingly 
Affordable! 

Top of the Line Amenities 
2 Tanning Booths • Game Room 

Fitness Facility • Sand Volleyball 
Movie Theater • Basketball Court 

.Just to name a few 

Private Bathrooms 
Private Patios / Balconies 

10 Month Leases 
NOW AVAILABLE!! 

'call for details 

Office Hours 
MON - FRI:9 A.M.- ©P.M. 

SAT: 1 OA.M - 5 P.M. 
SUN: 1 2 P.M. - S P.M. 
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