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Campus briefs

Alumnus’s paintings
on display in Art Barn

The paintings of Wayne
White, an MTSU alumnus,
will be on display in the
Art Barn Gallery through
Jan. 30. White graduated
from MTSU in 1975 with a
Bachelor of Fine Arts
degree.

The exhibition, titled
“Wayne White: Twenty
Years in the Jungle,” is freé
and open to the public, and
is open from 8 a.m. until
4:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday. A closing reception
will be held in the gallery
Jan. 29 from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m., and an artist presen-
tation and walk-through
will be held Jan. 30 at 1
p-m. Beginning Feb. 1,
White’s paintings can be
seen at Cheekwood Fine
Arts Center in Nashville.

Tomorrow deadline
for adding classes

Tomorrow is the final
day students can add class-
es to their schedules.
WebMT and TRAM will be
unavailable after 4:30 p.m.
today. Financial aid checks
will be available Friday in
the Tennessee Room of the
James Union Building
from 8:30 a.m. until 3 p.m.
Jan. 25 marks the final day
to drop classes from sched-
ules for a 75 percent
refund. For a full listing of
drop/add dates and guide-
lines, visit www.mtsu.edw/
~records and click the
“Calendars” link.

Fall 2003 Collage
now available

The fall 2003 edition of
MTSU’s creative magazine,
Collage, is now on stands.
Copies are free, and can be
picked up outside the
Collage office in the JUB,
Room 308. Collage is
accepting submissions for
the spring semester edi-
tion. The work of students,
faculty members and
alumni is eligible for publi-
cation. The deadline for
submissions is Feb. 27. A
complete set of submission
guidelines is available at
the Collage office.

King Day celebrations
to be held on campus

In honor of the Martin
Luther King Jr. holiday,
classes will be canceled
Monday.

Various campus offices
and organizations will be
sponsoring events in
honor of King. An event
schedule was not available
before press time. Contact
the Office of Multicultural
Affairs at 898-2987 for
more information.

First 2004 [flash] show
Saturday at Red Rose

The [flash] showcase
presents Across the Fields,
the Velcro Stars and more
Saturday at 9 p.m. at the
the Red Rose Coffee House
and Bistro. Cover is $5.

Miss MTSU pageant
opens Friday at 7 p.m.

The Miss MTSU

pageant will be held Friday
in Tucker Theatre at 7 p.m.
Tickets are $7 in advance
and $10 at the door.

The pageant is spon-
sored by Sigma Alpha
Epsilon.

Sidelines will resume publication fan. 21.
Visit us online at www.mtsusidelines.com
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closer to production
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Busy students whiz through Keathley University Center on Monday, the first day of classes. University
officials estimate that this semester’s enroliment will surpass last spring’s figures by 2.5 percent.

Enrollment up again

By Lindsey Turner
News Editor

MTSU will remain the largest under-
graduate institution in Tennessee for the
second straight semester.

Bob Glenn, vice president for
Student Affairs and vice provost for
Enrollment Management, said that
enrollment figures for this semester now
stand at 21,112 — a 2.5 percent increase
over last spring.

The final spring 2003 headcount
stands at 19,615.

For several semesters, university offi-
cials have been implementing a plan to
regulate enrollment growth, allowing
for 3 to 5 percent growth each year.

As part of an ongoing effort to con-
trol emrollment, admissions standards
will be raised beginning this fall for
incoming freshmen.

The new grade point average
requirement will be raised from 2.8 to
3.0, and the new ACT requirement will
be raised from 20 to 22.

Glenn said the new standards could
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affect enrollment, but it is hard to tell
exactly how.

“On the one hand, I would expect
raising our admissions standards to
reduce the number of students who can
be admitted,” he said. “At the same time,

we expect a significant increase in the
number of students who will be vying
for admission.”

A final headcount for this semes-
ter will be conducted in about two

weeks. @

Honors lectures set for semester

By Justin Wax
Staff Writer

Confronting and resolving tough choices
is the theme for the spring semester’s
University Honors Lecture Series to be held
in the new Honors College Building.

“Tough Choices” follows the topic of last
semester’s lecture series, “An American
Checkup.”

“We know America has some problems,”
said John Paul Montgomery, dean of the
University Honors College. “Now we have
to make some tough choices.”

SGA plans more parking, dead week

P See full schedule on page two.

Montgomery said American involve-
ment in Afghanistan and Iraq, the economy
and budget cuts for higher education are
difficult decisions to address. Because 2004
is an election year, determining the best
course of action regarding these issues
couldn’t have come at a better time, he said.

University President Sidney McPhee will
present the first lecture, “Tough Choices in
Higher Education,” Jan. 26.

“Tough Choices in Student Life” will be

presented by Bob Glenn, vice president for
Student Affairs and vice provost for
Enrollment Management, on Feb. 9. Glenn
plans to tackle social decisions confronting
students such as dating, alcohol and drugs,
and balancing academic and social life.

Gloria Bonner, dean of the College of
Education and Behavioral Sciences, will
focus her lecture on “Public Education: No
Child Left Behind” on Feb. 16.

On March 8, Robert Rucker, a social
work professor, will address the potentially

TENNESSEE

Regents
making
revisions
to tenure

By Kristin Hall
News Editor

The Tennessee Board of
Regents will be making policy
changes regarding tenure and
promotion, as well as issues of
academic freedom for faculty.

TBR is in the final stages of
policy revision, according to
Catherine Willis, executive
assistant to Vice Chancellor for
Academic Affairs Paula Short.

“We’ll probably be finalizing
them after our meetings with
the universities and colleges at
the end of this month,” Willis
said.

TBR sent the current policies
out to each of its six universities
and 13 community colleges for
each institution’s faculty to
review and offer revisions.

However, the timing of the
revision deadline offended
MTSU faculty because it gave
them almost no time to come
together and discuss revisions.

According to Larry Burriss,
MTSU Faculty Senate presi-
dent-elect, TBR sent revised
final documents to campus after
December finals and required a
response before the new semes-
ter started.

A response
sent to TBR
by MTSU Jan.
5 stated,
“Faculty feel
the board staff
deliberately
requested this
critical review
at a time
when most of
the faculty, chairs, deans, and
even the president, are known
to be unavailable to comment.

“This blatant political ploy is
very disturbing and casts a
cloud over the TBR’s motives
regarding this entire policy revi-
sion,” the response stated.

However, Kaylene Gebert,
MTSU executive vice president
and provost, said that her office
is going to continue to take
comments from faculty until
Jan. 20.

MTSU faculty have reason to
be concerned about the policy
revisions because of the changes
that TBR is recommending.

“One of the changes that is
being discussed is where we cur-
rently at MTSU allow for facul-
ty to apply for tenure at their
fifth and sixth year,” Gebert
said. “One of the proposals is
that they can only apply for
tenure one time.”

Willis said that over the years
TBR institutions adopted indi-
vidual policies that differ from
one another and the purpose of

Burriss

See Lectures, 2

By Meagan Kirby
Staff Writer

The Student Government
Association has been busy this
past year as the voice for more
than 21,000 students.

SGA implemented several
changes last semester and have
plans for this upcoming semes-
ter as well.

“We have a lot of plans for
this semester to improve things
here at MTSU,” said Michele
Butler, SGA president.

One proposed change is a
new sidewalk that will be con-

structed to connect the Keathley
University Center to the James
E. Walker library.

Students often cut across the
lawn behind the photography
building, which has created a
muddy path.

Some other changes SGA is
considering include a coffee
shop in the library, automatic
doors installed at the southern
entrance to McCallie Dining
Hall, the addition of a bus shel-
ter at the bus stop at the inter-
section of Normal Way and
MTSU Boulevard, and the
requirement that teachers must

e-mail students two hours in
advance if class is canceled.

Another proposal is the
addition of an extra day to the
Thanksgiving holiday. Butler
said this would be beneficial to
students who have to travel.

“Most  schools here in
Murfreesboro already have that
day off,” Butler said. “The cam-
pus should as well.”

“I would love it if they added
an extra day to the
Thanksgiving holiday,” fresh-
man Cody Kile said. “Some

See SGA, 2
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Photo by Steve Cross | Chief Photographer
Student Government Association President Michele
Butler, right, speaks with Attorney General Jenny Rowan,
middle, and Assistant Attorney General Ashley Graham.
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HONORS LECTURE SERIES

Spring 2004 schedule

Tough Choices in Higher Education
Sidney A. McPhee, university president

Consumer-driven Health Care
Kenneth Hollman, Martin Chair of Insurance

Tough Choices in Student Life
Bob Glenn, vice president for Student Affairs

Public Education; No Child Left Behind

Gloria Bonner, dean, College of Education and Behavioral Science

Tough Choices in Rewriting History: Finding
Common Ground or Segregating the Past?

Kevin Smith, Sociology and Anthropology
Elected Office: Can You Save Your Soul and
Keep Your Seat?

Bob Bullen, Educational Leadership

Non-treatment Orders: Do Not Resuscitate
Robert Rudker, Social Work

The Human Spirit, Aesthetics, and the Machine

Tom Strawman, English

More Than Ethical

Jim Burton, dean, Jennings A. Jones College of Business

Genetic Technologies: Tough Choices for
Our Society and for YOU
' Matt Elrod-Erickson, Biology
Tough Choices in Hard Places: Reporting
on Conflict

an Quark ic Media Communication

The Ethics of Decision-making Under

Inresolved Conflict
Unresolved Contiie Robert Hood, Philosophy

Lectures: Presentations

free, open to community

volatile topic of “Non-treat
ment Orders Do Not
Resuscitate DNR)" as 1t
relates to infants and the
elderly

fan Quarles, an electronic
media communication pro
fessor, will lecture on “Tough
{ |||'lu\ n Hard Places:
Reporting on Conflict” on
April 12

Montgomery requested
that each speaker allow ade
quate time for questions and
answers after his or her lec
ture.

Because the subject matter

presented is so significant, the
lectures sometimes grow into

Photo by Micah Miller | Photo Editor
John Paul Montgomery, dean
of the University Honors
College, said that future lec-
ture series might not center
around such serious topics.

intense discussions involving
passionate persons on both
sides of an issue.

“There isn’t that much
controversy, but every now
and then, you are going to
and I think that’s healthy,” Montgomery said.

“The older you get, the easier the choices should be, but that’s
not always the case,” he said.

The first began Monday with orientation by
Montgomery. Honors students conclude the lecture series with
their thesis presentations on April 26.

run into it

lecture

By attending at least nine lectures and writing an essay about the
topics, students enrolled in the class will earn one credit hour
toward the interdisciplinary requirement.

The Honors College chooses the guest speakers and topics.
According to Montgomery, a department chair refers most of the
speakers to him.

Montgomery, who has been at MTSU for more than 30 years,
occasionally makes the decision himself because he knows the
expertise of so many faculty members.

Sometimes the Honors College will receive suggestions from
students to determine lecture speakers. '

“It’s just a rich experience having people address topics that are
foreign to you,” Montgomery said. “I've learned things that I never
would have encountered, had I not had the privilege to listen to
these speakers.”

Montgomery acknowledges the seriousness of the series topics.

“In the future, we're going to lighten up,” he said.

All lectures are free and open to the Middle Tennessee commu-
nity. Lectures are held Mondays from 3 to 3:50 p.m. in the 60-seat
amphitheater, Room 106, of the Paul W. Martin Sr. Honors
Building, across from the Recreation Center. @

Got news? E-mail Sidelines.
sinews @ mtsu.edu

Tenure: Faculty concerned about lack of self-governance

Continued from |

this revision is to iron out the differences.

On the other hand, MTSU faculty stated
in the Jan. 5 response that they are con-
cerned about the apparent shift toward uni-
formity of TBR schools.

“There are concerns that these revisions
will lead to further erosion of institutional
aatonomy and identity,” the response stat-
ed.

“These changes continue to suggest that
TBR institutions need to be more closely
monitored and regulated and are not capa-
ble of substantial self-governance.”

Gebert said that one of the things that
MTSU faculty would like is more broad
TBR policies so that institutions can make
their own specific policies.

“The more general the language would
allow us to be more precise,” Gebert said.

Despite the faculty’s response to the revi-
sions, Gebert maintained that the give-and-
take of these policy revisions is pretty fair.

“The relationship between a governing
board and an institution is really more
dynamic than a lot of people might think,”
Gebert explained. “It is in these various
policies that you see some cases of the desire
of the governing board to have more con-
trol or in some other areas the institution to
have more latitude.”

Other policies that are up for TBR
review include the number of years a
teacher would spend at each professorial
rank, the requirement for full professors to
have “national recognition,” the determina-
tion of a terminal degree and academic free-
dom and responsibilities.

The requirement for full professors to
have “national recognition” is an example of
an overall problem of imprecise language,
according to the faculty response.

TBR specifies no manner with which to
determine the national recognition of a
professor and it becomes especially compli-
cated when evaluating certain types of
teaching specialties.

“The national reputation requirement
could potentially threaten the currently
high level of service provided to students by
MTSU faculty, who would have to redirect
their energies significantly from teaching to
scholarship,” the response stated.

MTSU faculty recommended that termi-
nal degrees should be determined at the
university level because, as in the case of
MTSU’s recording industry and concrete
management degrees, there might not be
national standards.

Regarding the issue of academic free-
dom, the board’s policy states, “A faculty
member should at-all times be accurate,
should exercise appropriate restraint,
should show respect for the opinions of
others and should make every effort to indi-
cate that he/she does not speak for the insti-
tution.”

MTSU faculty suggested that the phrase
“exercise appropriate restraint” should be
clearly defined due to its potential to limit
speech. @

SGA: Butler working on textbook exchange proposal

Continued from |

people have to travel for several
hours to get home, and they are
doing a lot of their driving on
Thanksgiving Day. This would
be fairer for them.”

Another proposal that could
receive a lot of support from the
student body is that all white
parking spaces be open to stu-
dents after 5:30 p.m.

Butler said she would be
working with the new attorney
general, Jenny Rowan, to get

that resolution passed.

Butler said that she also
hopes to make more parking
available on Greek Row.

She proposed adding park-
ing at the southernmost end of
Greek Row, next to the Sigma
Alpha Epsilon house.

Last semester, SGA passed a
proposal that increased security
at the Recreation Center and
pushed through the installation
of infant changing tables in the
bathrooms in the Rec Center.

In May 2003, the SGA pro-

posed that a link be provided at
the MTSU Web site
(www.mtsu.edu) that informs
students of campus closings due
to inclement weather. .

Butler said she is working on
a new textbook exchange that
will hopefully be in place by
next year.

Under this program, stu-
dents could use the SGA Web
site to exchange textbooks with
other students for a cheaper
price, or an even exchange.

Butler also has plans for a

“dead week” for the week before
finals, where professors can’t
make assignments that count
more than 10 percent of a stu-
dent’s course grade.

Examples of how this works
are available in the SGA office.

The group’s first meeting of
the semester will be at 4:30 p.m.
Jan. 22 in the Keathley
University Center, Room 322.
The meetings are open to all
students. ¢

Writers and
photographers
wanted

Gain valuable experience

while getting paid.

Contact the ‘Sidelines’

news or photo department.
[898-2336 ® slnews@mtsu.edu ® slphoto@mtsu.edu]

or attend our weekly staff meetings each

Monday at 5 p.m.

[except for next week: there’s no school and no meeting]

ITrANS STRENGTH & CONDITIONING COACH

Steve Watterson

HEALTH & NUTRITION LECTURE
'HURSDAY, JAN 15TH
7:00Pm
BAS State FARM LECTURE HALL

It's Coming...

Fratermt,\»’ Rush week
February 2-6

ANNOUNCING THE:

2004-2005

JSA Foundation Scholarships

TUIMON SCHOLARSHIPS FOR MTSU WOMEN

Applicants must be a minimum of 23 years of age

and majoring in nontrditional fields for women.

Deadlines for Applications:
February 2, 2004

APPLICATION ARE AVAILBLE AT THE
JUNE ANDERSON WOMEN's CENTER IN THE
JAMES UNION BuiLDING, Room 206.

CALL 615-898-2606 FOR MORE INFORMATION
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Court to rule on protections for disabled

By Anne Gearan
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) - A para-
plegic from Tennessee who crawled up
two flights of stairs to reach a public
courtroom should have expected better
under the law mandating that disabled
people will not be locked out of build-
ings and opportunities that are open to
others, his lawyer argued Tuesday at
the Supreme Court.

“An elevator to a person with dis-
abilities is like the stairs to me,” lawyer
William J. Brown told the justices. “It’s

the way I get there.”

Brown’s client, George Lane, wants
to sue the state of Tennessee for up to
$100,000 for what he contends was
humiliating treatment. His case is the
high court’s latest look at the breadth
of civil rights and other protections
guaranteed by the 1990 Americans
With Disabilities Act.

The case also is the latest in a series
that tests the balance of power between
Congress and the federal government
on one hand, and state governments on
the other. In what may be the hallmark
of the court led by Chief Justice

TennCare, lottery
looming on horizon
for current session

By Patrick Chinnery
Editor in Chief

With prayers and pledges, the state
House and Senate opened their respec
tive sessions vesterday at the capital in
Nashville

The second session of the 103rd

General Assembly will be forced to
tackle several issues that previous ses
sions had successfully avoided address-
ing, such as TennCare, the court-man
dated teacher equity issue and
public education, both K-12 and post-
secondary

House Speaker Jimmy Naifeh, D-
Tipton, spoke of the urgency of the
issues and the need to complete the
house’s calendar quickly.

“We hme to balance the budget
with no new taxes, conduct our busi-
mess in an orderly fashion and go
home,” he told the 97 house members
present for his opening remarks.
“That’s what the people of Tennessee
want.”

The recently-renovated House
chamber was minus its ,vellowct\ elvet

pay

N

curtains for the first time in several
decades, revealing limestone walls
behind the speaker’s well. Touted as the
first thorough cleaning of the chamber
since the first session was held there in
1853, the representatives christened
the renovation by passing a resolution
to ban smoking from the chamber and
visitor’s gallery.

Naifeh reminded the crowd of legis-
lators and those in the gallery that
despite appearances that the economy
was improving, there would be no
excess revenue to be spent. More bad
news came when he announced that
funding must be increased for
TennCare, teacher pay and the state
retirement . system to keep those pro-
grams fiscally sound and that funding
for mental health and children’s servic-
es could not be cut.

Legislative leaders expect Gov. Phil
Bredesen to make his budget address to
the state and announce his final budg-
et recommendations Feb. 2, with com-
mittee hearings to address the budget

See Legislative, 4

William H. Rehnquist, that balance has
slowly shifted to the states.

Tennessee contends that Congress
went too far in writing the ADA, and
that Lane has no right to sue. Lack of
an elevator in a small-town courthouse
may be unfortunate, but Lane had
other options, Tennessee Solicitor
General Michael E. Moore argued.

Lane could have consented to be
carried up the steps, or courthouses
without elevators could hold hearings
on the first floor when needed, Moore

court, and there was no evidence
before Congress, that anyone’s consti-
tutional rights were being violated,” by
the absence of elevators or other
accommodations, Moore argued.

Tennessee does not dispute that the
Polk County courthouse lacked an ele-
vator at the time of Lane’s hearing in
1996, or that the state has a duty to
make its services available to all.

The issue for the high court, howev-
er, is not whether Tennessee complied

States are ordinarily immune from
lawsuits like Lane’s, where a private cit-
izen seeks money from the state for
violation of a federal law. Congress can
override that sovereign immunity in
certain extraordinary circumstances,
but it must demonstrate why that step
IS necessary.

In a major ruling three years ago,
the court’s five-member conservative
majority ruled that states cannot be
sued by their own employees for failing

said.

“There is no evidence before the

with the ADA but what Lane, as a pri-

vate citizen, can do if the state was
remiss.

to comply with the ADAs guarantee

See ADA, 4
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Pending road testing and legal challenges, Tennesseans will have the
option of purchasing the above plate for an additional fee.

‘Choose Life’ plates
closer to production

By Jason Cox
State and Local News Editor

Anti-abortion activists have come
one step closer to being able to pur-
chase ‘Choose Life’ specialty license
plates.

The Tennessean reported yesterday
that 1,265 applications were turned in
for the new plates, more than the 1,000
needed to proceed with the production
and ultimately distribution of the new
plates. The proposal for a ‘Choose Life’
plate was passed by the Tennessee
General Assembly in its 2003 session.
Tennessee Right to Life Director of
Development Myra Simons called it “a
great victory for pro-life Tennesseans.”

However, a lawsuit filed by the
American Civil Liberties Union against
Gov. Phil Bredesen and Department of
Safety Commissioner Fred Phillips
seeks to block the plates because the
General Assembly has discriminated
among political messagessaccording to
Hedy Weinberg, director of the
Tennessee ACLU.

“[The Assembly| cannot pick and
choose what message is appropriate,”
Weinberg said. “When they pick and
choose, they »ngagé in viewpoint dis-
crimination’

Weinbei g notes that an attempt
made to amend the bill in the State
Senate to allow for a Right to Choose
plate was defeated in session.

“When the pro-choice folks tried to
attach an amendment,” she said. “That
amendment failed.”

However, Simons said that those

wishing to have a Right to Choose plate
did not put in the hours and effort to
accomplish the task.

“If someone totally in opposition to
what you stood for (tried to tag on an
amendment), would you (want it to
pass)?” Simons asked. “(Pro-choice
supporters) have not even attempted
to write a bill and get sponsors and
pass it on the floor.

“We did all of that, we went and got
the sponsors, the co-sponsors. We did
all the work.”

Weinberg maintains that the ACLU
does not have a political dog in the
fight other than trying to protect view-
point neutrality within the Tennessee
legislature.

“The legislature can clearly choose
to create a public forum using license
plates,” Weinberg said. “(But) they
can’t say, ‘this message is acceptable,
this message is not.

“This issue has to do with freedom
of speech,” she continued. “Even our
detractors have to concede that our
client is the bill of rights.”

Simons notes that the 1,265 appli-
cations turned in - more than the 1,000
required - included applications from
all 95 Tennessee counties.

“Tennessee is a pro-life state,”
Simons said.

The state has until Feb. 1 to respond
to the suit. Barring delays caused by the
lawsuit, Simons said the Department
of Safety told her organization that it
would take three to six months for the
Choose Life plates to be available to the
public.

icker oc

y 3 -TT%
.

4

Beef prices recently took a sharp turn upward.

Beef prices see upward spike

By Juanita Thouin
Staff Writer

Those shocked by the recent high
cost of beef — despite the mad cow
scare — need look no further than
their low-carb dieting friends for one
of the reasons, so say members of the
beef industry.

According to Kevin Ferguson of
Rutherford County’s extension
office, Melissa Eads, a spokesperson
from the Kroger Company and
Daniel Boyer, manager of MTSU's
farm laboratory, this year’s increased
demand for beef and subsequent
high prices are being attributed, in
large part, to the popularity of the
Atkins and South Beach diets.

They say this demand, coupled
with low supply due to years of
drought and the U.S. Department of

Agriculture ban on Canadian beef

imports, have brought into play the
basic economic theory of supply and
demand.

“Farmers couldn’t get beef to the
market fast enough,” Eads says.

According to the U.S. Department
of Labor’s Consumer Price Index, in
March of 2003 a USDA Choice,
boneless, sirlgin steak was selling for
a national average of
pound. By November, that same
steak cost $7.08.

In the Southern regions, the
prices were higher at $5.64 and
$8.51, respectively.

While consumers may think the
recent mad cow madness will bring
some much needed relief, Emmit
Rawls, professor of agriculture and

$5.54 per

economics at the University of

Tennessee, tells a different story.

“Retail prices tend to be sticky,”
Rawls says.

Eads shares Rawls’ prognosis.

“It’s too early to tell,” Eads says.
“But no sign of [price] changes yet.”

Eads says that in response to the
short supply and higher prices, her
firm has begun to offer USDA Select
grade beef and featuring it in their
sale flyers. Previously, Kroger sold
nearly all Choice graded beef.

Mike Edens, a market manager
for Food Lion, says his firm is also
starting to sell Select grade beef. He
notes this is a change from their for-
mer policy of selling only Choice
cuts of meat.

Edens cautions the consumer that
the state of Tennessee does not
require retailers to label their meat
packages Choice or Select.

He says the best way to determine
a steak or roast’s USDA grade is to
ask the meat department manager or
compare prices; the Choice grade
will always cost more.

He also says that while packages
in the meat display case may not have
a sticker, the bulk carton the meat
comes in is labeled.

The USD has offered the beef
industry a grading system since 1946.
While the system is voluntary, most
retail outlets refuse to purchase
ungraded beef.

Two factors — marbling and age -
determine the USDA grade givento a
particular carcass. They also play a
big role in the tenderness, juiciness
and flavor of the beef product.

The terms Prime, Choice, Select,
Standard, Commercial, Utility,
Cutter and Canner identify the
amount of marbling. Marbling refers

~
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to the flecks of fat within the lean.
The more marbling, the better the
flavor.

The letters A, B, C, D, E and F
refer to the maturity of the carcass.
The older the animal, the tougher the
meat.

Therefore, Grade A Prime beef is
the absolute best. However, it’s usual-
ly only available in upscale restau-
rants. Grocers generally sell Choice
and Select grades of beef.

According to the USDA, meat
graded below the Commercial level
is rarely, if ever, sold in stores.

With prices and available quality
seemingly teetering more on dieters
than one infected cow, the question
for consumers is, will the popularity
and high price of beef continue?

Lisa Sheehan-Smith, assistant
professor of human sciences at
MTSU, believes the demand for meat
products will continue. She points to
retail outlets such as groceries, spe-
cialty shops and restaurants that are
now offering specific food items for
low-carb dieters.

“They must have conducted some
market research,” Sheehan-Smith
says.

Whether or not demand contin-
ues, Rawls expects the wholesale
price of beef to come down. He says
producers are currently increasing
their cattle production for the spring
market and greater supply will trans-
late into lower prices.

He warns, however, that lower
wholesale prices may take awhile to
trickle down to the consumer and
that beef prices can be volatile. @

When is a wall not just a wall?

Ordinance may force Bumpus

owner to rethink store design

By Nona Kempton
Staff Writer

After exhausting all appeals with the Murfreesboro City
Council and the Board of Zoning Appeals, the local Bumpus
Harley Davidson dealership may be facing some tough deci-
sions to come into compliance with the city’s sign ordi-
nance.

The controversy began last fall when, against the advice
of city officials, the dealership proceeded to include the
Harley Davidson logo in the architecture of their new show-
room, located at 2250 N.W. Broad Street. The raised logo is
part of the fagade of the building that faces Broad Street.

“They built without a sign permit,” planning director

Joseph Aydelott said, “after the architect and the business
owner were advised that they must apply for a sign permit
to include the fogo on the building.”

The motorcycle showroom has been cited as being in vio-
lation of the city’s sign ordinance by the city’s building codes
department. The ordinance limits the total square footage of
signs that a business can display. A variance can be granted
to include a company’s logo on an attached sign, but at 352-
square-feet, the logo far exceeds the amount allowed for a
variance.

The dealership has been represented in several City
Council, Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) and Planning
Commission meetings over the last three months by the
owner, Tom Bumpus, and Ron Scobey, a spokesman for
Professional Design Resources, a Memphis-based architec-
ture firm.

ge Harley, 4
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John Frech jumps off the high dive at SportsCom’s Polar Bear Plunge Jan. 3.

ADA: Suit decides viability of future cases

Continued from 3

against discrimination in the
workplace.

In the 2001 ruling, the court
said a nurse at a state-funded
hospital could not sue for dis-
crimination when she
allegedly demoted following
treatment for breast cancer.

The ADA separately requires
that states make their services
available to all, a mandate that
has led to installation of wheel-
chair ramps and other accom-
modations.

Tennessee wants the high
court to apply its earlier reason-

was

ing and rule that Congress over
stepped its bounds in writing
that portion of the ADA, too

A ruling for Tennessee in this
case would not scrap the ADA
itself. However, it would mean
that private individuals have no
individual the
courts. Enforcement would
have to come from the federal

recourse n

government.

Advocates for the disabled
maintain that like
Lane’s are an important way to
force state governments to fol-
low the requirements of the
ADA.

“In many cases, damages are

lawsuits

the only means to remedy the
very real injuries caused by the
state’s unlawful and willful neg
lect,” former Attorney General
Dick Thornburgh and a coali-
tion of disability rights organi-
zations told the justices in a
friend-of-the-court filing,
Without the opportunity to
collect money, disabled people
who may also be poor and
unemployed have little incen-
tive to bear the costs of bringing

a court challenge, the brief

argued.
A ruling in the case is expect-
ed by summer. ¢

HOUSING

REAPPLICATIONS NOW
BEING ACCEPTED FOR
« FALL 2004 AND
SPRING 2005

The Housing and Residential Life

Office is now accepting housing reapplication forms from returning
students for the Fall 2004/Spring 2005 academic year. Students are
encouraged to reapply for housing as early as possible, particularly if
they are requesting to move to a different location on campus next
year, as new assignments are made by application date.

Students requesting to remain in their same location on campus next
year will be given first priority as long as their reapplication and
$200 prepaid rent deposit are received by the deadline. The deadline
for students living in on-campus housing to reapply for housing with
priority for the 2004/2005 academic year is Friday, February 27,
2004 at 4:30 PM. Students need to complete a reapplication form
which is available in the Housing and Residential Life Office.

Students will need to pay the $200 prepaid rent at the business office
cashier windows in the Cope Administration Building, 1st floor;
returning the reapplication form stamped “paid” to the Housing and
Residential Life office in the Keathley University Center, Room 300,
whose hours are Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM.

Students also have the option of reapplying for housing with priority
online at www.mtsu.edu. Housing is found under STUDENT AFFAIRS.
The $200 prepaid rent can only be paid by using Mastercard or Visa,
or by completing an online check. There will be an additional $10
nonrefundable service fee charged for any processed payments online.

To obtain a HOUSING REAPPLICATION FORM, please
come by the Housing and Residential Life office during
office hours, 8 AM to 4:30 PM, Monday through Friday, in
the Keathley University Center, Room 300.

For additional information or questions, please contact Housing and

Residential Life during office hours at 898-2971

Harley: Design violates city sign rules

Continued from 3

Scobey and Bumpus have
argued at each meeting that the
relief logo is an architectural
feature of the building and not a
sign at all. The logo is cast in a
darker shade of gray on the pale
stone building. The last appeal
for that argument was finally
denied at the Nov. 12, 2003
meeting of the BZA.

The dealership is now pursu-
ing a revision to the sign ordi-
nance that will allow it to keep
the raised logo on the side of
the building, as well as the illu-
minated signs above the
entrance and the ground sign
along Broad Street. Revisions to
the sign ordinance will probably
be considered at the February
meeting of the Planning
Commission.

“We can consider a menu of
possibilities, including amend-
ing the sign ordinance,”
Aydelott said, “or they (the deal-
ership) could remove the logo
or some of their other signs to
come into compliance.”

According to Aydelott, the
citation of non-compliance was

issued during a routine inspec-
tion of the building and was not
caused by any complaints about
the appearance of the building.

“We do not need a citizen’s
complaint to enforce the codes
of the city of Murfreesboro,”
Aydelott said.

According to Aydelott, the
dealership will not be issued a
permanent certificate of occu-
pancy until the issue is resolved.

“It takes intensive staff work
to revise a city ordinance. We
cannot amend it casually with-
out having some idea of the

effects and the ramifications on
the city”

Any amendments to a city
ordinance must be approved by
the City Council.

The city’s sign ordinance
currently stipulates that fines
could be assessed of up to $50 a
day for every day the business is
not in compliance.

“No one is disputing that the
logo looks good, “ city planner
Doug Demosi said, “we just
have to go through the process
of getting it into compliance.” @

Legislature: Lottery side issues still unsettled

Continued from 3

beginning the next day.
Legislation to watch:

The budget

Last year’s state budget
totaled more than $21.46 billion
dollars, including more than $9
billion from state tax revenues,
more than $8 billion from the
federal government and almost
$3.5 billion from other revenue
sources, like student’s tuition.

It included increases in
spending for TennCare, K-12
education and homeland secu-
rity, while cutting shared rev-
enue for local governments, the
highway fund and other “key
reductions.”

This year’s budget looks to
be more of the same. Bredesen
has asked the Tennessee Higher
Education Commission to
investigate ways to cut 5 percent
from their operating budget (9
percent was cut last year).

With pledges from all the

major figures on Capital Hill
not to raise taxes and the man-
dates to increase spending in
several expensive areas, the state
will demand increased revenue
from non-tax sources - like uni-
versity tuition.

TennCare

A study committee
announced last year, and Naifeh
reiterated, that TennCare, with-
out major policy revisions,
would need 91 percent of new
state governmcnl revenue by
2008, representing more than
36 percent of the state’s budget.
It’s currently 24 percent.

“A substantial infusion of
additional dollars is needed if
[TennCare’s| kept in its current
form,” the speaker said yester-
day.

Bredesen, who made his for-
tune in the health-care industry,
commissioned McKinsey & Co.
to recommend reforms to the
state’s Medicare alternative. The
committee will issue their final

>

report later this month, and
Bredesen is expected to
announce his proposals in
February.

The Lottery

Although scratch-off games
will be available for purchase
Tuesday, there are several issues
to be addressed concerning
other aspects of the lottery.

Last year’s sessions closed
without a law allowing non-
profit organizations to hold
fund-raising raffles. A form of
legislation permitting such
drawings is expected to pass
sometime this session.

Also to be decided is the
scholarship amount last and
this years’ high school class will
receive from the scholarship
fund. The state law passed last
year allows for up to $3,000, but
the revenue may not be there
this year to support that figure,
leaving students with a reduced
amount. ¢
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From the Editorial Board

Give faculty a voice
in policy revisions

Later this month the Tennessee Board of
Regents will make revisions that will affect tenure,
promotion and academic freedom for professors
across the state.

After reviewing the proposed revisions, the
Sidelines Editorial Board believes that TBR
should be careful to avoid standardization of
institutions through these policy revisions. :

Comparing MTSU to another TBR school, like
for instance University of Memphis, is like com-
paring apples and oranges. Each school has its
own individual identity and needs specific poli-
cies that will best benefit their faculty and stu-
dents.

However, under the proposed revisions all
schools would follow a single policy determined
by the TBR, which could have an affect on the
number of times faculty can go up for tenure and
what qualifications a faculty member needs to
become a full professor.

This type of micromanagement by the TBR
implies a lack of confidence in the ability of the
schools to self-govern.

Furthermore TBR gave MTSU faculty a dead-
line that allowed practically no time to come up
with a response to the proposed revisions.

While this might have been a terrible blunder
on the part of TBR, the reality is that the faculty
at MTSU feel left out and ignored in the process
of these revisions.

When the revisions regard tenure and employ-
ment practices, faculty input is essential to creat-
ing good policy.

TBR should not rush into a quick decision on
these policy changes because not only will it affect
faculty and staff, it most certainly will influence
the quality of education at TBR schools.

As one of the state’s fastest growing universi-
ties, TBR needs to ensure our faculty will be given
a voice.

TBR needs to make the best decisions that will
attract quality professors to our institutions, so
that we can continue to grow and prosper. ¢

From the Opinions Editor

Draft OK if unused

Germany is currently
in the primary stages of
what may turn out to be
an abolition of the draft.

As vyet, plans are
undetermined, but
Germany intends to
shorten the alternative —
community service —
from 10 months to nine
months, the current ser-

Wendy Caldwell
Opinions Editor

is not necessarily wrong,
so long as it’s not used or

vice requirement, is only reserved for
according to a report by extenuating  circum-
www.dw-world.de. stances.

This raises an inter- The United States has
esting point, especially longbeen a country ded-

with the United States in
its current position:
Should the United States
have a draft, or more
specifically, should the
United States use the
draft?

Every  18-year-old
male must register for
the draft. Females, how-
ever, are exempt from
this civic duty.

Whether or not
exempting women is fair
is a moot point. The
draft itself is an unfair
practice.

Requiring the young
men of our country to
register for a military
draft is essentially forc-
ing them to lay down
their lives if the current

icated to leading others,
but perhaps it’s time we
follow someone else’s
example.

We can’'t afford
another Vietnam, and
while we don’t appear to
be on that track right
now, four years ago we
weren’t on track to a war
on terrorism, either.

Are we ready to abol-
ish the draft completely?

Probably not, espe-
cially with a Republican
administration, but per-
haps we can continue to
avoid using it despite
whatever military action
our leaders deem neces-
sary.

If we were to ever go
to war and not have

administration so enough troops to con-
chooses to pursue a war.  tinue fighting that war,
And, as  history odds areitisn’t a war the

people want to fight.
If we don’t have

enough volunteers to
fight for our country, we
should re-evaluate what
we consider worth fight-
ing for. ®

shows, our country has
been involved in a war
approximately every 20
years or so (about a gen-
eration) since its begin-
ning.

A military draft itself
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Dean needs Southern votes

Although Howard
Dean’s hold on the
Democratic nomination
for president appears to be
slipping  slightly, he
remains the frontrunner to
challenge George W. Bush
in the general election.
With that in mind, it’s time
to take a closer look at the
man who has rallied the
kook left like few people in
recent history.

The Democrats seem to
be realizing that in order to
win back the White House,
they’re going to have to
make some headway in the
South, where Republicans
have won clean sweeps in
four presidential elections
since 1972. Al Gore’s
dreadful performance in
the South in 2000 cost him
the presidency. For all the
liberals whining over
Florida in 2000 (which
objective studies still say
Bush was the undisputed
winner of), all the fuss
could have been avoided
for Gore if he had only
won his home state of
Tennessee, in which he
even lost his own county.

So logic would seem to
dictate that Dean would

Common Sense

Randall Thomason
Staff Columnist

appeal to Southerners in
some form or fashion in

his campaign, right?
Hardly. Dean has contin-
ued to advocate a complete
repeal of tax cuts passed
during the Bush adminis-
tration, and he uses every
opportunity available to
rail at Bush over
Operation: Iragi Freedom.
Bush’s actions on these two
issues are supported by the
nation at large and, over-
whelmingly so, by
Southern states.

In a nutshell, Dean has
aligned himself with 1984
Democrat  presidential
candidate Walter Mondale
on taxes and closely resem-
bles 1972 Democrat candi-
date George McGovern
with his radical anti-war
message. So how did
Mondale and McGovern
perform in the South in
those two elections? Awful

would be a kind adjective;
neither won a single state
in the mid to deep South,
as they were both defeated
in landslides.

The former Vermont
governor has eloquently
stated his opinion on
Southern politics. He has
said, “We have got to stop
having our elections in the
South based on race, guns,
God and gays.”

Dean, along with many
others of the far left wing,
has nothing but disdain for
the South.

This group that preach-
es their tolerance and
acceptance of all cultures
simply can’t understand a
culture that actually places
religious convictions,
morality and economic
liberty at the top of its pri-
ority list.

They will tell you how
understanding and sympa-
thetic they are toward
members of various cul-

tures throughout the
world, but they just can’t
comprehend life in

Smalltownville, Tenn.
Dean has openly stated

that he talks more about

his religious beliefs as he

‘Survivor’ in workplace;
phone calls not forgotten

Last week was a bit of a
weird one for me. I had
just returned  from
Chicago, where 1 spent a
week during New Years.

It was nice to have a
change of location because
the fall semester was full of
turmoil. A week away from
everything familiar was
exactly what I needed.

Before leaving for
Chicago, I found out a
couple of bartenders at my
work might be quitting.
One was going to be
shipped off to Iraq; the
other was returning to
school.

In almost every restau-
rant, the bartenders make
more than the servers, and
that is where I planned on
being.

My plan was to start
campaigning for one of the
jobs when I returned to
Nashville.

I felt T had a good
chance of getting one of
the bartender positions
since I had worked there
longer than some and
already had experience
behind the bar.

However, unbeknownst
to me, by the time I
returned to work, my
restaurant would be under
new management.

Anyone who has ever
worked for a company
where new leadership has
been brought in, for what-
ever reason, knows the first
couple weeks can be diffi-
cult.

The new manager did-
n’t bother me, although
the 15 servers he brought
with him did make me
nervous.

I learned very quickly
that my aspirations of
becoming a bartender
were not going to come to
fruition. There were even
questions as to whether I
would keep my job.

Another  prominent
Nashville restaurant had
just closed. Hence the new
management and  his

Yesterday’s Tomorrow

John Miller
Staff Columnist

armada of servers.
Somehow, my restau-
rant that before had nor-

mally about 15 servers
now has more than 30.
Simple math shows us that
not everyone would have a
job after the merger.

For the next few days,
everyone at work was
walking on egg shells,
including myself.

I hadn’t done anything
to bring negative attention
to myself until Friday.

About 20 minutes
before I had to be at work,
my brother called and told
me he’d lost his keys.

This meant I could
either leave him stranded
or be late to work and take
him a spare set of keys.

Being a good older
brother, I took him the
keys.

When I arrived at work,
late, I slipped in the back
door so I wouldn't draw
attention to the fact that I
wasn’t on time,

The next hour 1 joked
with my coworkers about
how we were now playing
Survivor, and how I didn’t
plan on getting voted off
the island.

Then, out of the blue,
one of the hostesses
informed me I had a
phone call. This was a bit
strange, because no one
ever calls me at work.

I thought it was my
mom, but I was wrong.
The phone conversation
that ensued was one of the
most difficult I've ever
had.

The voice on the other
end of the phone asked if
this was “Mr. Miller.”

This struck me as odd

as I replied, “Yes.”

“I'm sorry to inform
you that your brother
Nathan has been in a car
wreck and is in the ER here
at Summit Hospital.”

I can’t explain the terri-
fying panic that ran over
me in what seemed like a
black eternity until the
voice on the other line
informed me he was OK. |
was relieved, but 1 still
wanted to see him. I told
the new management what

happened and that I would
be leaving shortly.
My  brother later

recounted to me that a tire
from a semi truck had
been in the middle of the
road as he was driving to
work in 5 p.m. traffic.

He hit the tire, lost con-
trol of the car and hit the
dividing wall on 1-40 at 70
miles per hour.

As if this weren’t
enough, he then spun
three times across four
lanes of traffic without hit-
ting another car.

All things considered,
he was very lucky and
escaped with minor
injuries.

That phone call, how-
ever, | won’t soon forget. It
has been one of the few
times in my adult life when
I've been terrified. It also
made me realize some of
my problems are not as
bad as they seem.

Even though sometimes
we get caught up in our
own lives, it’s important to
remember what’s truly
important because things
can change in the blink of
an eye.

We just never know
when we're going to have
to answer the phone and
not know the voice on the
other end. ®

John Miller is a senior
political science and French
double major and can be
reached via e-mail at
jem2r@mtsu.edu.
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Letters Policy

Sidelines welcomes let-
ters to the editor from
all readers. Please e-
mail letters to slopinio@mtsu.edu, and include
your name and a phone number for verifica-
tion. Sidelines will not publish anonymous let-
ters. We reserve the right to edit for grammar,

campaigns in the South,
but even in this endeavor
he is clueless. Answering a
reporter’s question recent-
ly, Dean said, “If you know
much about the Bible,
which I do,” and then fol-
lowed by saying his
favorite New Testament
book was Job (for my lib-
eral readers, Job is in the
Old Testament).

Dean is one of the most
secular candidates to ever
seek the presidency, yet
somehow he thinks he can
dupe southern voters into
believing that he is a man
of deep faith.

What Dean needs to
understand is that even
more than a politician with
no religious beliefs, south-
erners despise a politician
who puts on a religious act
in an effort to pander to
their convictions. The fact
that he openly talks of the
differences in his campaign
message in one part of the
country compared to
another shows his incredi-
ble arrogance. He thinks
we rednecks in the south
are too stupid to see
through his charade. After
all, to Dean, we are nothing

more than Confederate
flag waving, gun totin
church going folk who
need some enlightened
northerner to tell us how
to live our lives.

Dean actually yelled at
one voter who criticized
him at the Democratic
debate in lowa Sunday
night. Dean essentially told
the man to sit down and
shut up so he could con-
tinue venting hate speech
at the president. What
adviser is telling Dean this
is the way to win a cam-
paign?

Try as he might, Dean
just doesn’t understand
how to win on a national
level.

His message panders to
the far left and gets their
juices flowing but has very
little far-reaching appeal. 1
hope the Democrats nom-
inate this guy, though.
Watching Bush whitewash
him in November would
be quite entertaining. ®

Randall Thomason is a
sophomore mass communi-
cations major and can be
reached via e-mail at
rkt2c@mtsu.edu.

Good things come
to those who wait

Here I am, reulizing
that it’s time to pay bills
again. And I thought I
had already paid this one;
oh, wait — that was last
month. It's funny how
time flies when you're a
struggling student.

I could always move
back in with my parents.
Wait, my parents turned
my room into an office as
soon as 1 left. And as
much as I love my par-
ents, I think we would
end up killing each other.
Plus, T have too much
pride to give up that easy.

As many college stu-
dents know, working on
an undergraduate’s gen-
erous salary is an insecure
lifestyle, not knowing
exactly if there will be
enough money to make it
through the next month.

Though I pretty much
dove into the real world
head first, I've been able
to somehow stay afloat.

Of course, every now
and then I turn a pale
shade of green when I see
someone my age driving
a car with a price tag
slightly above 30 grand,
but in a way, I'm glad 1
don’t have a luxurious car
with leather interior,
automatic  everything,
tinted windows and other
stuff a person really does-
n’'t need but gets because
it’s cool.

OK, so it would be
nice, but who cares if (the
common phrase I think
is) “the rich punk’s par-
ents might have paid for
it” They’re not going to
buy me anything, so why
should I moan and com-
plain?

In fact, for all I know,
that kid could be in debt
so much they won’t have
the car paid off when
they’re 30. So, I must
resist the urge to shout
obscenities out the win-
dow of my gently used car
that needs everything
fixed.

Granted, I live in a
good part of town, but 1
lack the luxuries of a
washer, dryer, dishwasher,
central heat and air, a
decent sized kitchen and
any additional amount of

On the Rocks

Klara Nizki
Staff Columnist

square footage.

On the other hand, 1
have great neighbors and
a great landlord. My
boyfriend and 1 have had
fights over who washed
dishes how many times in
a row - to think that it’s
gotten so bad we actually
started counting how
many pieces were washed
by whom and what size
they were.

So maybe I exaggerat-
ed a little, but sometimes
it does seem that way.

Would life be so much
easier if everything were
handed to us on a silver
platter? I don’t really
think so, because of all
the troubles I've gone
through, T have a better
sense of what everything’
worth. ;

I know what I want
out of life; it’s during this
transitional student
phase I have to figure out
how I'm going to get it. I
could just give in to the
temptations of a full time
job with no college edu-
cation, but I want more
out of life. :

All of us are in college
for different reasons, be it
to satisfy parents, satisfy
ourselves or figure out
what we want to do with
our lives.

College is not just
about learning a subject
or making a grade; it’s
learning about who you
are, where you want to go
and how you're going to

there.

get 2

I've figured out I'm
not going to move up
until I appreciate what I
have now.

I've been appreciating
while washing dishes, so
hopefully there will be a
dishwasher in my near
future. ®

Klara Nizki is a junior
business major and can be
reached via e-mail at
KNizki@aol.com.

We weren’t kidding about the
plasma thing.

(615) 227-6386

slopinio@mtsu.edu
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Killers:

Book buying
Web sites

aid students

By Laura Taylor
Staff Writer

With the beginning of a

new semester here at
MTSU, many things will
change.

We'll take new classes,
meet new people and learn
new things. But the one
thing that stays the same is
that we must buy new text-
books.

Every semester we line
up like cattle and herd our-
selves through the chaotic
campus bookstores in
order to blow our hard-
earned cash on books.

To make matters worse,
when we sell back our
books from previous class-
es, we only get a small frac-
tion of what they are
worth. Wouldn't it be nice
if we could sell our old
books for a decent price
and get our new ones for a
deal too? Well, now we
can.

In recent vyears, the
Internet has become a
valuable resource for buy-
ing discount textbooks.
Web sites like amazon.com
and half.com often sell the
same books at lower prices.
But now there is an even
better way to find text-
books online while selling
your old ones at the same
time.

Bookswap.com is an

example of a Web site that
allows you to search for
books being sold by other
MTSU students.
Participating on book-
swap.com is free. All you
have to do is provide your
name, school and email
address and you are free to
peruse through a list of
available books. You can
also post your old books
and sell them at your own
Priu‘i.

Even if you cannot find
the book that you need,
you can widen your search
to cover other colleges in
the area.

Also, you can list the
books that you are looking
for and you will be notified
by email if those books are
pos(ed.

Upon finding your
required textbooks, you are
directed to a Web page that
allows you to e-mail the
owner to set up a time and
place to meet.

Remember to be cau-
tious when meeting people
you don’t know. Make
arrangements to meet on
campus during the day,
and bring a friend if possi
ble.

At the moment, pick-
ings are slim on book-
swap.com. There are only
about 15 books for sale

here at MTSU. ¢

Wustration by Brandon Morrison | Staff Mustrator
Four million Americans are addicted to painkillers, according to the Atlanta Journal-Constitution.

By Justin Wax
Staff Writer

Ann was a normal American
woman simply abiding by traf-
fic laws when her world sud-
denly turned upside down.
One moment she was waiting
at a traffic light — the next a
driver speeding at 55 mile per
hour slammed into her vehicle.

Ann, whose letter and
account of her accident was
published on
www.opiates.com, vividly
remembers the aftermath.

“Two surgeries later and
three years of taking opiates to
kill the chronic pain, I realized
that taking 10 to 15 tables of 80
mg. OxyContin daily or pop-
ping 40 plus Norco tablets daily
was consuming my life, more
so than the pain,” she writes. “I
was desperate to quit. Five days
of cold turkey ended in failure.”

Painkiller addiction is a
menace to many Americans.

Addiction to painkillers
usually begins when patients
do not follow the directions,
John Winborn, MTSU Heath
associate professor and expert
on prescription drugs says.

“You know someone has a
problem when after the pre-
scription runs out, they seek to
get [an additional] prescrip-
tion,” he adds. “Some drugs,
available by prescription, can
be purchased on the street.”

Determining the number of

Americans struggling with
painkiller addiction is difficult.
Many Americans do not report
their addiction, so there is real-
ly no responsible way to ascer-
tain the figures.

“There’s this notion that
[since it is a prescription] the
drug is clean or pure, and so
they fall into this addiction,”
Winborn says.

Addiction depends on a
wide variety of factors includ-

Design contest
to encourage wellness

By Erica Rodefer

Features Editor

When most women think ol
the important gowns they
wear during their lives
think of ones they'll w
\'PCLi.lI occasions

They might consider t
accomplished cap and gown
that they will wear wl
receive their college diploma
or the sparkling white gowns as
they cautiously approach the
first d‘l,\‘ of the rest of their lives
in. They may even think of the

1€ (Ney

dazzling evening gown the
wore to their senion proms as
one of the most significant gar
ments they’ll ever wear.

consider that
the most important gown they

Few women

will ever put on may be an awk
ward paper examination gown
that makes them feel cold, nerv
ous and uncomfortable.

But that’s exactly the idea
physician’s assistant  Ellen
Goodner had in mind when she
came up with an examination
gown design contest to raise
awareness about the impor
tance of annual pap tests for
females.

“We invite anybody that
wants to, to pick up an exami
nation gown and use it as a pat-
tern to design a gown that they
would most like to wear duung
their annual pap test,” Goodner
says.

Gowns will be illdgcd on
creativity, comfort originality
and use of materials, and pr.n\'-
ticality is not an issue, accord-
ing to the contest flyer.

In other words, anything
£0€s.

Winners will receive up to
$150 for group entries and up
$100
Ideally
fun, non-threatening way to

r individuals

the contest will be a

nvolve students and emphasize
portance of annual pelvic
ninations, says Goodner,
realized that only
rcent MTSU students
wve annual pap tests at Health
S On ¢ '[Hl‘ll\
know some \1.‘.“! { 11¢
NN other laces o 1he
own doctors - but it is sti
number,” she say [ thougl

let’s let ladies |

with it so we
the whole thing

Though cervical cancer 15
not 4 COommorl occurrence

among college students, physi
cians also use pap tests to check
for STDs, vaginitis, and as a
time to talk about various birth
control methods,
pomts out.

“Even though cervical can-

cer is not a big risk for college

Goodner

age students,” Goodner says,
“Ipap tests] are a safeguard
reproductive health
problems and they promote
overall wellness.”

Jamilia Brack, a senior fash-

against

ion merchandising major, plans
on designing a gown.

“I think that it’s very impor-
tant for women to have their
annual pap exams, and any-
thing I can help to raise aware-
ness I would love to be a part
of,” Brack says.

Brack, who learned about
the contest from a display in the
Ellington Human
building, will think about the
patient’s comfort while having

Sciences

an exam for her gown design.
“I think as far as us con-
structing the garment I'm look-
ing at aesthetics that would be
pleasing to a lady when she gets
her examinatign [considering|
how it feels, and make sure that
its warm,” she says. “Even
though practicality is not an
issue, I think I'm going to try to
do something that is practical.”
Gowns for the contest,
which is sponsored by Heath

Services, Greek Life, the June

ing genetic makeup, emotional
issues and individual circum-
stances.

Individual difference nulli-
fies the notion that one pre-
scription drug is easier than
another to become addicted to,
Winborn says.

Those addicted to
painkillers do not face jail time,
unless they distribute the drugs
themselves.

“In some instances there is
a simple possession [charge],”
Winborn warns, [but the] “ille-
gality is in the sales and distri-
bution.”

When a person reaches a
point where he or she decides
to fight an addiction, Winborn
says the person has “bottomed
out.”

“Some people ‘bottom out’
when they wake up in a jail
cell;” Winborn says. “For oth-
ers, it takes losing a family. And
sadly, for some, the addiction
does not end until death.”

Ways to avoid becoming
addicted to painkillers include
completely following the direc-
tions and maintaining a good,

honest relationship with a
physician.
For those addicted to

painkillers, there is help. Ann
struggled with OxyContin and
Norco tablets — but she found
help at the Waisman Institute
treatment center.

“I am still tired, not sleeping
very well and my stamina is
reduced but improving daily,”
Ann writes in the letter to the
center. “Pain? Still have a lot -
the accident left permanent
damage.

“I am working on new ways
to deal with it and am confi-
dent I will find a solution, and
not one that relies on nar-
cotics,” she writes.

For more information con-
tact the MTSU Counseling
Center at 898-2870.¢

Anderson Women's Center and
student organization Women
for Women, are available at
Health Services or the June
Anderson Women’s Center, and
must be turned in for judging
by Jan. 23.

Finished gowns will be put
out on display at Cummings
Hall and the Recreation Center
Jan. 27 and 28.¢

Photo by Micah Miller | Photo Editor
Sally Kimbrell and Ellen Goodner try on gowns.




Marriage process

difficult

for nationally
diverse couples

By DeAnna Withrow
Staff Writer

Finding the right someone to
commit to till death do you part
can be tricky. But for interna-
tional college students, the real
trickiness begins when the right
someones, who happen to be
American, find them.

When Lides Valerez, from
Venezuela, and Kaori Minami,
from Japan, left their homes to
get a college education
American style, they had very
little in common. Their com-
mon ground was that neither
foresaw their itinerary would
include falling in love with an
American, marrying him and
sacrificing the sights, sounds,
smells, and comforts of home in
order to be with him.

Initially, Lides
studying English.

She never imagined that she
would meet her future husband
while she was here.

“I'd never
about it,”

Besides the fact that her pni
mary goal was to get an educa
tion, she admits, “I wasn’t very
good at dating back home, so |
dldnl think it
issue.

Like Lides, Kaori is surprised
to find herself faced with the

was here

really thought

Lides says.

would be an

same situation.

“I never let anything get in
the way of my education,” she
insists. “I finished community
college with a 3.8 GPA. I gradu-
ated with highest honors. |
never stopped to look for boys.”

She didn’t have to. Steven,
her fiancé, was looking for her.

They now live together in
Murfreesboro and attend
MTSU.

Kaori and Steven make an
unlikely pair.

Unlikely, but not impossible,
Kaori assures me.

In Steven’s hometown and
site for the wedding, Copperhill,
Tenn., Kaori and Steven's cul-
tural differences are most evi-
dent.

Kaori sticks out like a sore
thumb in this all-white town.

But Kaori’s parents have
taught her not to be afraid to go
out into the world and be inde
pendent. Though they know
they will rarely get to see their
daughter, they are proud of
what she is doing, and they
know that if she is ever needed
at home, she will return.

“Steven would be happy to
go to Japan if 1 asked him to,
Kaori says proudly.
forted by his willingness to
embrace her culture and to live

She is com

in Japan.
Dressed in a traditional
white wedding gown, Kaori

makes her way down the islk
Her mother, dressed in a festive
silk kimono, is her escort

T'he preacher begins the cer
emony with a Christian
He then asks,

praver

.and who shal
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give this bride away?” Kaori
nudges her mother, who speaks
little English, to let her know
that it is time for her to say "I
do.” just as they have been prac-
ticing all morning.

At the reception, Kaori’s aunt
plays a traditional Japanese gui-
tar. It only has three strings and
the sound is unlike any the peo-
ple in Copperhill have ever
heard.

Despite the awkwardness,
Steven’s family and friends seem
to be welcoming Kaori and her
mother and aunt to the family.

This wedding is only the
beginning of the marriage
process for Steven and Kaori.

Angie Melton, assistant
ditector of  International
Student Services and Programs
at MTSU, explains that the U.S.
government has a complicated
and lengthy application process
for foreigners wishing to marry
U.S. citizens. None of this
process can begin until the
applicants have a marriage cer-
ilt-lk.l[(.'.

T'he application consists of a
mountain of paper work and
Melton recommends that any-
one seeking to file should con-
sult an immigration attorney.

Not only is the process com-
plicated, but it can get expen-

process. They were married in
the Rutherford County Clerk’s

office

ing to let her go. They will
because they know that Lides is

and have consulted an happy with Joseph, but it is their

sive, reaching into the thou- immigration attorney. They are culture to keep the family
sands hoping their marriage will together. Lides, too, seems
Melton says she has known it  become legal before they leave reluctant.

for Venezuela in a few months.
In Venezuela, Lides’ mother
average it takes six months to a is planning a real wedding for
vear the couple.
Unlike Kaori's parents, Lides
says that her family isn’t so will-

to take a couple of years before a “I want my children to go to
school where I went to school,”
she says. “I like the way I grew
up, and I want them to have

that.”

She speaks as if that is the

marriage becomes legal, but on

husband
Joseph recently began the filing

Lides and her

Photo by DeAnna Withrow | Staff Photographer

Steven and Kaori Gaddis and Joseph and Lides Withrow begin new lives together.

way it will be, but then admits
that she knows that will not be
the case.

“I love Joseph,” she says,
“and I want to be with him.”

She and Kaori, though
worlds apart, agree that what
they have with their husbands is
worth it all.

“You can’t help who and
where you fall in love,” Kaori
says. ®

Need to get the word out about an upcoming campus
event? Send information to slfeatur@mtsu.edu.
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MT men begin conference play this week

By David Hunter
Staff Writer

The Middle Tennessee (8-5) men’s basketball
team will defend their home court as they begin
Sun Belt Conference action against Arkansas State
University (11-3, 2-1 SBC) Thursday night.

The Blue Raiders are coming off a 76-63 victo-
ry over the University of Wyoming last Thursday.
The win increased their home record to an unde-
feated 6-0 on the season. The Blue Raiders will
look for another large and loud crowd to fill the
Murphy Center.

“It would be great if we could really get the
student involvement back,” MT head coach
Kermit Davis said. “I know that students have
been gone for quite a while. I think our local
community is starting to come out in better num-
bers, so I think that, along with a really good stu-
dent turnout for Thursday night, will really, real-
ly help our team.”

The home court advantage will be key as the

Blue Raiders will be the final team to play their
first game inside the SBC. This year the competi-
tion within the conference will be even tougher,
with only the top eight teams making the
Aeropostale SBC Tournament at the end of the
season.

MT will start their conference schedule against
an ASU team that already has wins over the
University of Mississippi, the University of
Southern Mississippi and Texas Christian
University. The Indians are 2-1 in the SBC with
wins over Florida International University and
defending SBC champions Western Kentucky
University, but they lost their last SBC game
Saturday to the University of Arkansas-Little
Rock 75-65. '

Dewarick Spencer and J.J. Montgomery, the
top two scorers in the SBC, lead Dickey Nutt’s
ASU squad. Spencer averages 19 points per game,
while Montgomery adds 18.7 points per game.

MT will counter the Indians’ offense with
Tommy Gunn, who is fourth in the SBC in scor-

ing with 17.1 points per game. Bryan Smithson
has also provided an offensive boost and had a
career-high 22 points in the win over the
Cowboys last Thursday night.

The Indians also have one of the top rebound-
ers in Kim Adams. Adams brings down 9.7
rebounds per game, second in the SBC, and leads
in defensive rebounds with 6.57.

Last season, the Blue Raiders swept ASU 2-0.
On Jan. 8, 2003, MT won at ASU 65-58 and then
defeated the Indians 79-55 at the Murphy Center
Feb. 13.

Saturday night, MT will host UALR. The
Trojans (8-6, 2-0) will play at WKU Thursday
night. As of Jan. 13, UALR was in first place in the
SBC Eastern Division.

On Dec. 23, 2003, UALR lost one of their top
players, Nick Zachery, who left the team because
of deaths in the family.

However, Brandon Freeman has picked up the
slack by earning SBC Player of the Week honors
with 30 points in the win over ASU Saturday.

Zach Graber has an assist/turnover ratio of 2.40,
tops in the SBC.

Steve Shields’ squad has the best scoring
defense in the SBC, holding teams to 64.5 points
per game. UALR’s opponents average 40 percent
shooting from the field.

MT had their best defensive showing of the
season last Thursday, holding UW to 29.5 percent
shooting in the second half and 32.9 percent for
the game.

Coach Davis feels his team is beginning to
bond at the right time.

“I like the way our team is coming together,”
Davis said. “We have a lot of hard work ahead of
us, and we still can improve a great deal.”

Last season, UALR defeated the Blue Raiders
twice, 71-62 at UALR and 74-58 at the Murphy
Center.

Both games will tip off at 7 p.m. in Murphy
Center. ¢

Lady Raiders open

By Colby Sledge
Assistant Sports Editor

The Middle Tennessee athletic depart-
ment interviewed three candidates for the
vacant volleyball head coaching position
Tuesday.

Mark Owens, MT assistant athletic
director and MT Media Relations director,
said the department is currently interview-
ing candidates and will continue to do so
through next week. The athletic depart-
ment intends to hire a head coach by Feb.
1.

Although MT Media Relations would
not release the names of any coaches who
had been interviewed, all the candidates
are current college coaches, according to
Denise Gideon, MT Media Relations coor-
dinator for women’s athletics.

Gideon added that coaches from
Division I, Division II and the National
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics are
under consideration.

Repeated attempts to reach Diane

University kisses Kissee goodby

Former MT volleyball coach Lisa Kissee talks to the team during the Florida International game Oct. 12.

Turnham, associate athletic director and
senior women'’s administrator for MT ath
letics, were unsuccessful. MT athletic
director Boots Donnelly was also unavail
able for comment.

The position is vacant due to the
department’s decision “not to continue
head volleyball coach Lisa Kissee’s con-
tract,” according to MT Media Relations.
The decision was released Dec. 4, 2003.

In a statement released to the media,
Turnham wished Kissee well while looking
to the future.

“We wish Lisa the best in her future
endeavors,” Turnham said Dec. 4 in a state-
ment on www.goblueraiders.com. “But
after extended review of the program and
extensive discussions with Athletic
Director Boots Donnelly, we concluded
that at this time in our history it is best to
take the volleyball program in a new direc-
tion.” ;

Kissee had an immediate effect on the
program when she arrived in 1995, leading
the Lady Raiders to a 28-6 regular season

T

Photo by Micah Miller | Photo Editor

record after the team finished the previous
season 7-23 under Turnham, who coached
the team from 1982-1987 and 1992-1994.

The Lady Raiders then won the Ohio
Valley Conference title and secured an
NCAA Tournament berth with a 3-1 victo-
ry over Princeton University in a play-in
game.

MT would go on to lose 0-3 against
George Washington University in the
NCAA East Regional, finishing the season
with a school-record 32 wins.

Kissee recorded just one winning sea-
son afterward, however,.when the team
went 17-15 in 2002. Kissee finished with a
136-160 record in nine seasons at MT,
including 23-35 in SBC play. Her 136 vic-
tories were the most by any volleyball
coach in school history.

Last season, the Lady Raiders went 14-
18 and finished tied for seventh in the SBC
with a 5-9 conference record. MT then lost
in the first round of the SBC tournament
to eventual runner-up Western Kentucky
University. ¢

BCS not what it’s all cracked up to be

Sun Belt schedule
on road Thursday

By Colby Sledge
Assistant Sports Editor

When the Lady Raiders trav-
el to Arkansas to begin their
Sun Belt Conference schedule,
history will be on their side.

Middle Tennessee has won
the last six games against
Arkansas State University and
the University of Arkansas-
Little Rock.

MT head coach Stephany
Smith wants her team to know,
however, that this year’s ver-
sions of ASU and UALR are
much improved.

“Nobody on the team other
than Keisha McClinic...has lost
to either of these teams,” Smith
said. “We sat them down on
Sunday and wanted them to be
aware of how well they [ASU
and UALR] are playing.”

Thursday’s matchup at Alltel
Arena features two teams going
in opposite directions. The
Lady Raiders (10-3) have won
five of their last six games,
including a 65-61 overtime vic-
tory against the University of
Alabama last Thursday. ASU (9-
4), meanwhile, has dropped
four of its last six games since
starting the season 7-0. The
Lady Indians lost at Tulane
University 59-56 last Thursday.

Smith refuses to believe the
Lady Indians are in any kind of
slump.

“They have the ability to
score a lot of points,” she said.
“They’re a very aggressive
defensive team, and that gives

them easy baskets in ransi-
tion.

Both squads know how to
get to the basket early ind
often. Despite their recent skid,
the Lady Indians lead the SBC
in scoring offense, averaging
almost 72 points per game. MT
ranks second with just under
69.

The Lady Raiders then leave
Jonesboro and travel 130 miles
southwest to Little Rock, where
they will face the Trojans (7-7)
Saturday afternoon at Trojan
Fieldhouse.

Alicia Cash leads UALR with
16.6 points per game and 8.4
rebounds per game. The
Trojans have won four of their
last five and are much better
than their record indicates,
according to Smith.

“You can say they’re .500 and
think that’s sub-par or average,
but 7-7 is a lot better than the 2-
12 they usually are at this point
in the season,” she said.

The Lady Raiders have never
lost to the Trojans.

Although Smith has some
reservations heading into the
conference  schedule, she
appears to be fairly encouraged
by the Lady Raiders’ quick start.

“[This year’s team] is by far
the best team we’ve ever had
before, just as last year’s team
was the best team we've ever
had before, and the year before
that was the best team we've
ever had,” she said. “We're very
confident going into conference
season play.” ¢

Sports commentary

Colby Sledge
Asst. Sports Editor

Despite the proclamations
that the Bowl Championship
Series was the worst thing to
happen to the civilized world
since Germany invaded Poland,
this year’s bowl season was
actually worth watching.

Consider this: 13 of the 28
bowls-just less than half-were
decided by eight points or less.
Two went into overtime, with
the University of Hawaii and
the University of Houston
going three extra periods in the
Hawaii Bowl. After Hawaii’s 54-
48 victory, the teams incited a

massive brawl to let the fans
know exactly how much the
players appreciated their sup-
port.

Isn’t college football grand?

The usual suspects became
the unlikely losers throughout
the bowl season. The Big 12,
often touted as the strongest
football conference in the
nation, had as many wins (two)
in eight bowl games as the
Midwestern Athletic
Conference did in two.

Plenty of games provided

high drama. The University of

Georgia escaped with a 34-27
overtime win after leading
Purdue University 24-0 in the
first half of the Capital One
Bowl. Both Virginia Tech and
the University of California
came back from 14-point
deficits in the Insight Bowl,
with Cal winning 52-49 on a

last-second field goal.

Sure, there were blowouts.
Anyone who sat through
Oregon State University’s 55-14
pounding of the University of
New Mexico in the Las Vegas
Bowl or the University of
Maryland’s 41-7 romp over the
University of West Virginia in
the Gator Bowl seriously need-
ed to reconsider his life’s direc-
tion.

But for those who think the
24 non-BCS bowls are simply
about money and frivolous
pageantry, I suggest you call up
any University of Auburn fans
and ask how they feel about the
bowl system.

Ask if they enjoyed watching
their beloved Tigers, a presea-
son Top 10 team that stumbled
its way through the season,
defeat the University of
Wisconsin 28-14 in the Music

City Bowl in Nashville, Tenn.
Heck, ask the Badgers’ fans if
they had a good time, too.

I was at the game, tagging
along with a couple of friends
who scored free tickets through
a dad’s business connections. I
didn’t expect to be entertained
by the actual game. I figured I
might have a chance to win free
tires or a hotel stay.

Instead, I watched two 7-5
teams battle for an entire con-
test, despite having nothing
more to play for than bragging
rights and a $950,000 appear-
ance fee, which most likely cov-
ered the traveling expenses for
each team.

I stood among fans com-
pletely dressed in red who had
driven more than 600 miles to
see their beloved Badgers play. I

See Bowls, 9

Photo by Micah Miller | Photo Editor
MT guards Ciara Gray and Keisha McClinic guard an

Alabama player Jan. 8. The Lady Raiders will travel to
Arkansas State Thursday and Little Rock Saturday.
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LSU, USC split national championship

Bowls: Smaller bowls better

nued from 8 “meaningless” college football '
game, 1 couldn’t willingly say | By Matthew Adair LSU shares their victory with  Bowl. For the fifth consecutive ~prevented an overtime matchup
talked to Auburn fans who the bowl system was the com- | Staff Writer Rose Bowl victor Southern time in the history of the in- between themselves and Kansas

wanted their Tigers to become
the first Southeastern
" Conference team to win the
bowl in its six-year existence.

I will be honest: I think a
college football playoff is on the
horizon, whether it consists of
the four BCS bowls or a 16-

California (12-1), who defeated
Michigan State (10-3) 28-14 in
Pasadena. Despite the split, the
win gives the Trojans their first
title in 25 years.

After a blocked 47-yard field
goal attempt by Michigan’s
Garrett Rivas at the start of the
game, Trojan quarterback Matt
Leinart threw three touchdown
passes to give USC a 21-0
advantage by the third quarter.

Each of USC’s four touch-
down drives took less than five
minutes to complete, breaking
past a Wolverine defense that
allowed only five touchdown
passes all year.

“I feel like we could have put
more points on the board,” wide
receiver Keary Colbert told
ESPN.com, “But the main thing
is that we won the game. We are
the national champions.”

Elsewhere in college football,
the University of Miami (11-2)
defeated Florida State (10-3)
16-14 in the FedEx Orange

plete waste I have considered it
to be in the past.

Considering the mess the
BCS produced this year, per-
haps the smaller bowls were the
real winners this season. ®

state rivalry, the Seminoles
missed victory by a single failed
field goal attempt from 39 yards
with 5:30 remaining.

“I missed it,” Xavier Beitia
told ESPN.com. “There’s noth-
ing else to say.”

The Seminoles did, however,
hold Miami 14-10 through
much of the first half, forcing
the Hurricanes to kick for a
field goal and enter the third
quarter trailing by one point.

Miami settled for a final field
goal five minutes into the third
quarter to take a two-point lead
over the Seminoles. Despite the
narrow point victory, Miami
held a 169-yard lead over
Florida State, picking up 218
rushing yards.

The two teams will play
again in Miami to open their
2004 season. This will be the
Hurricanes’ first season as a
member of the Atlantic Coast
Conference.

Ohio State (11-2) narrowly

State (11-4) by beating the
Wildcats 35-28, giving the
Buckeyes their second consecu-
tive Fiesta Bowl victory.

“I think his head wasn’t in
the game,” defensive end Will
Smith told ESPN.com of Kansas
State quarterback Ell Roberson,
who had faced sexual assault
accusations the day before.
Facing a poor start, Roberson
came back in the second half to
complete 20 of 51 passes for a
total of 294 yards.

Despite two attempts to
catch up to the Buckeyes from a
21-point deficit, Kansas State
failed to overcome Ohio’s lead.

After a 74-yard touchdown
drive by the Wildcats, the
Buckeyes blocked a pass by
Roberson from mid-field, halt-
ing an attempt to force the
game into overtime and hold-
ing Ohio State’s lead to seven
points for the remainder of the
game. ¢

The year 2004 opened with
what may become known as a
turning point in college sports
as Louisiana State University
and the University of Southern
California split the National
Championship Title after this
year’s bowl series.

Colby Sledge is a sophomore
mass communication major and
can be reached via email at LSU (13-1) took the victory
pes2a@misu.edu. in the Nokia Sugar Bowl,
defeating Oklahoma University
(12-2) 21-14 despite the
Sooners’ statistical advantage.
The win gives the LSU Tigers
their first national title since
1958.

Going into the game,
Oklahoma averaged 461.4 yards
per game. LSU’s defense, how-
ever, held the Sooners to 154
yards. A 20-yard interception
return by Marcus Spears at the
beginning of the second half
cemented their lead, allowing
LSU to hold their lead despite a
fourth-quarter touchdown by
Sooner Kejuan Jones.

team tournament.

But as I walked out of the
Coliseum among the 55,000-
plus fans who had attended a
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Sales

Kurzwell SP76 digital stage
piano. $450 obo. 615-403-
7002.

PA system for sale. 300w
Peavey xr600b Head & Two
150w Fender monitors, plus
speaker cables and free micro-
phone! Only $300 Call Daniel
615-545-8709 or email

dogzlif2@hotmail.com

Dodge Intrepid - 1996 Silver,
V6, Auto 4dr, cass, pdl, ps, pw,
92K miles, clean in & out, good
cond.

$2500 obo - call 260-9088.

For sale: GT Trick Bike; com-
puter desk; Bass Guitar with
amp; college textbooks for
gen-ed courses. Call 319-3072.

1966 Ford Mustang. Lots of
new parts. Runs good. Good
Body. Great for around town
or as a hobby car. $5000 nego-
table. Call Tim @ 615-397-
6303 for more info.

Kurtzweill SP76 Digital Stage
Piano. $450 obo. 615-403-
7002.

Nice King size waterbed with
Fluffo waterbed replacement
mattress(no water).Also has 6
drawers of storage under bed.
$150. Call 615-300-3935.

Microphone. AKG C1000S
with hardshell case. $130. Call
556-0275.

Dining Room Set-8 piece
country dining room set for
sale. Table, 6 chairs and match-
ing hutch. Green with Walnut
top and trim. Great for kitchen
or apartment. $175. Call 615-
494-3476.

Formal Dresses - 3 available
blue satin, silver spagetti strap
and black sequence & beads,
sizes 6-8 $25-50 call 931-607-
9077.

Selmer Signet Tenor
Saxophone, early |970s model,
new pads, excellent condition.
Will consider all offers. Call
(615) 904-2293.

Couch excellent condition,
older pattern. Entertainment
center - solid wood (Black).
Recliner excellent condition
blue. Set of curtains to match
all $150.00 obo (will sell sepa-
rately) Call April North 494-
1783.

Washer/Dryer - make offer
HP Deskjet 3320 printer, new
in box $20.00 (615) 631-2989.

Services

ATTORNEY
Christine Barrett
890-1300
320 West Main St., Suite 121,
Murfreesboro, TN 37130
Visa/MasterCard

Accepted

Career

Are you interested in earn-
ing your PhD? Would you
like to have your own person-
al research mentor? Would
you like to recieve funding
while conductig research? Are
you interested in preparation
for graduate studies’ f you
answered yes to the above
questions, please contact the
MTSU McNair Scholars
Program. The McNair
Program is located in Midgett
103. Our staff would like to tell
you more about our distin-
guished program. Information
may also be found at

h;gg://www.mg.ﬂg. ~mcnair/
Internships

Do you need to prepare
for graduate school’ To
qualify, student has to be a
low-income/first generation
or underrepresented stu-
dent with a desire to
achieve earning a PhD. Have
a 2.8 GPA and 60 earned
credit hours by May 2004.
For more information, con-
tact the MTSU McNair
Scholars Program locat-
ed in Midgett 103 or call
904-8462 for more informa-
tion.

Employment

Make Money taking
Online Surveys

Earn $10-$125 for Surveys.
Earn $25-$250 for Focus
Groups.Visit www.cash4stu-
dents.com/thmtsu

Gary Force Acura has job
opening for part-time recep-
tionists to work at Cool
Springs dealership. Applicant
must be positive and able to
operate a |5 line telephone
system with voicemail.. Fridays
9AM to 7 PM and Saturday 8
AM to 6 PM.Contact Neal
Jennings at 615-377-0500.

Business opportunity:
Independent Representatives
needed to market local phone
service, a $400 billion dollar
industry, set your own hours,
decide how much you want
to make, be your own boss.
Call justin @ 904-2498.

Looking for Full-part time
night job. Super 8 in La Vergne.
I-24 Exit 64 25 mins. from
MTSU is now hiring for front
desk associate. Hours are
Ilpm - 7 am. Great pay and
excellent benefits. Please apply
in person!! Now hiring imme-

diately!!

Law Office needs part-time
help. Send resume to:
jef2f@mtsu.edu

Opportunities

LOCAL BANDS
Murfreesboro Official Music
Website is seeking jazz bands.
All other bands are welcome

to post their calenders for
free advertisement of shows.
Contact: Shane Leach. Email
boronightlife@bellsouth.net
Hrep://clik.to/bnl

Finish your holiday gift shop-
ping! Mary Kay Clearance
sale. Nov. 19,20,21. Call 319-
3072

Clubs-Student groups. Earmn
$1000-$2000 this semester
with a proven
CampusFundraiser 3 hour
fundraising event. Our free
programs make fundrais-
ing easy with no risks.
Fundraising dates are filling
quickly, so get with the pro-
gram! It works. Contact
Campus Fundraiser at (888)
923-3238, or visit www.cam-
pusfundraiser.com

Business Opportunity:
Independent Representatives
needed to market local phone
service, a $400 billion dollar
industry, set your own hours,
decide how much you want to
make, be your own boss. Call
Justine @904-2498

For more info. call 898-4684.
Want that dream vacation,
dream car, dream house or
dream bank account? You can
have it! Visit www.globalsuc-
cess2000.com/financiallyset to
get you on the right path.

Need to lose weight! Gain
weight? Have more energy? |-
800-595-9240.

Roommate

Roomate needed. Condo next
to campus. $250/month, plus
1/3 utliies and cable. Call
John 542-3295.

Female looking for mature
female roomate. No pets,
smoking, children. Rent $350
+ 1/2 utilities. Carrington Hills
in Franklin off |-65. Have own
Bedroom, bath, and walk-in
closet. Gated facility/ security
alarm, pool, gym, tennis court.
Please  email  Srigsby@
Jnlcom.com. Write apartment
as the subject line.

Need 2 Roomates. $325 by
house, 4 BR. 907-0767.

Need 2 female roommates to
share 4 bedroom home 5§
miles from Sam’s. Non-smok-
ers $350/mo., call 849-8277.

| female roommate needed,
nonsmoker preferred, to share
4 Br 2 BA spacious house
across from Murphy center.
Available ASAP! $0 deposit,
$225/month includes electrici-
ty and water. If interested, call
maritza @ 390-8693.

| Female Roomate needed for
a 4-bedroom house. Currently
there are 3 girls. Close to cam-
pus. $275/month + 1/4 utilities.
$300 security deposit. Call
Amy  (423)  504-4090,
alw2w@mtsu.edu.

CLASSIFIEDS

Roommate needed to share 2
bedroom apt on Ewing Bivd.,
within walking distance to
campus. Rent is $350 + utili-
ties. W/D, dishwasher, personal
bathroom included in apt.
Roommate needed soon so
call today. Call Rick at (615)
896-7321.

Pets

Ball Python-year and half old.
Tank and lights included. $200
obo. Call 556-0407.

For Rent

Walking Horse breeding farm
between Murfreesboro and
Levanon. Seeking part-time
employment. Duties include
feeding, watering, cleaning sta-
bles, and help breeding.
Apartment and utilities includ-
ed. Call Lockhart farms 286-
4148.

Rooms available for rent in a
Large Farmhouse set on a 450-
acre farm, with quick and con-
veinient access to all of
Murfreesboro. Come enjoy a
house with real fireplaces and
10 f tall ceilings. This 4 BR
house needs two additional
roomates to reside on the sec-
ond floor. Rent is set at a fixed
rate of $290/ month, which
includes water and electricity.
Free rent for the current
month of Jan. with payment of
refundable deposit. This is a
great house just waiting for
you to make it our houme.
Call for more info. Adam
Wallace 615-397-8243.

Two or Three BR homes avail.
near MTSU Campus. Call
Wood Realit 213-1847.

Duplex-Historic area-Beautiful
| BR, CH/A, Hardwood floors,
high ceilings, $450 per month
and deposit. Utilities and appli-
ances included. No Pets. 895-
0075.

Woodbury duplex |5 min. to
MTSU-Downtown-Quiet
neighborhood-Lovely 2 BR,
CHIA, utility room, hardwood
floor, deck. $500 per month
and deposit, appliances includ-
ed. No Pets 895-0075.

For rent- Brand new duplex
120-B Fairfax Drive. $850 per
mo. 3 BR 2 BA available imme-
diately. Call 335-2869 and leave

message.

Pre-Leasing now for Fall
2004

4 bedrooms starting at
$300.00 month per person
All-inclusive utilities!!
University Courtyard
Apartments

1540 New Lascassas Hwy.
615-907-0600

Brand new zero lot line for
rent 3br 2bt $800mo. $500
dep. 120-B Fairfax (near VA
hosp.) call 335-2869 & Iv msg.

Available today 3 BR 2 BA,
Brand new house, for rent

$875 monthly, deposit same.
Fenced back yard, outdoor
pets welcome. Please call 238-
4045.

December Rent FREE
4BR Apartment starting at
$300 month per person
All utilities included!
Roommate matching
University Courtyard

Apartments
1540 New Lascassas Hwy.
(615) 907-0600

2 BR |.5 BA duplex. Near |-
24. All appl., vaulted ceilings,
garage, lawn care, garden tub,
laundrey room. Pets okay.
$880/month. Call 907-8060,
423-6272.

Subleasing

| female subleaser needed
by Jan.Will pay Jan. rent.
Getting married. Have to
move Three great roomates.
4BR 4 BA @ Raiders
Crossing. Call Laura @
9044125.

Roomate needed to take
over lease by Dec. Four bed
two bath @ University
Courtyard. Will pay |st
months rent, if move in by
Dec. $355 a month. Includes
washer,dryer, water, cable
and electric. Call Jill 202-
3888 or jJmm3g@mtsu.edu.

First month rent free!
Female Subleaser needed
for a 4 BR 2 BA apt. at
University Courtyard. One
great roomate. Rent is
$345/ month, includes utili-
ties. | will pay your Ist
month’s rent. Call Cassandra
at 708-1190.

Furnished apartment at
Sterling Gables. $500 Cash
to take over 9 month lease.
$425/ month-including all
utilities paid. Female only.
Located close to MTSU.
Free i nternet-shuttle-other
amenities. Available immedi-
ately. Call 931-212-0987 or
615-653-3133.

Three people wanted to
sublease 4 BR/2BA apart-
ment. Only $330 a
month,utilities included.
Sterling Gables, located
accross from the new
Walmart. 24/7 workout
room, computer lab and hot
tub. Free tanning booth and
shuttle bus to and from
MTSU. CALL 931-260-7076.

3 Roomates needed to take
lease over at Sterling Gables.
$335/month. Pool view! Call
497-0968.

Female needed to take over
lease in Sterling University
Gables. ASAP!  4br/2ba
$330/mo. Utilities included.
Great clean roomates - no
deposit! call (865) 384-5030
for more info.

Female subleaser needed for
an apt. at The Woods of
Greenland

ASAP!! You can move in
whenever you want. There is
one bedroom available in a 3
bd/3ba apt.

| will offer a reduced rate of
$400/mo instead of $425. The
Woods offer a pool, hot tub,
tanning bed & a game room.
Please call Jenna at 351-8863
for into.

FREE BEER and Ist months
rent to immediate subleaser!!
Washer/dryer, all utilities
included, pool, gym, 1/2 mile
from campus. Own bedroom
- $365/mo. Female please.
Contact Kate 337-3749.

Lost and Found

Lost Ring. Lost 1968 class
ring from David Lipscomb
College in or near KOM on
Tuesday, November 4.
Return ring to Carl Conway
for reward. Call 898-5708
or email
crconway@mtsu.edu.

Musicians
Wanted

ATTENTION BANDS! Want
to play Betastock 2003? Beta
Theta Pi is hosting this rock
concert charity event to ben-
efit the MTSU Day Care.We
are looking for 4-5 bands to
play this event on October
30, 2003. For more informa-
tion, contact Paul at: 494-
8663,

musicman4life68@yahoo.com
Spring Break

Panama City Beach, Fl
**SPRING BREAK**
Bookearly and save $$!

world’s longest Keg Party-

Free beer all week!! Live
band & DJ, Wet T-shirt,

Hard Body & Venus Swimear
contest. Suites up to 2
people, 3 pools, huge beach-
front hot tub, lazy river ride,
water slide, jet skis, parasail.

Sandpiper-Beacon Beach

Resort.

800-488-8828
m

Policies

Sidelines will be responsible
only for the first incorrect
insertion of any classified
advertisement. No refunds will
be made for partial cancella-
tions. Sidelines reserves the
right to refuse any advertise-
ment it deems objectionable
for any reason. Classifieds will
only be accepted on a prepaid
basis. Ads may be placed in the
Sidelines office in James Union
Building, Room 310, or faxed
to (615) 904-8193. For more
information call (615) 904-
8154. Ads are not accepted
over the phone. Ads are free
for students and faculty.
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Sun Belt women in full swing

By Jori Rice
Staff Writer

Sun Belt  Conference
women’s basketball is in full
swing as all 11 teams play con-
ference games this week.

The University of Louisiana-
Lafayette (7-5, 1-0 SBC) has
won four straight games,
including a victory over the
University of Denver (7-6, 0-1)
Saturday in the conference
opener for both teams.

Anna Petrakova led ULL
with 28 points in the victory.
Petrakova was named SBC
Player of the Week after averag-
ing 26.3 points, 12.7 rebounds,
2.7 blocks, 1.7 steals and 1.7
assists per game in three games
last week.

Petrakova, a junior, has had
four consecutive double-dou-
bles and seven in her last eight
games.

The Ragin’ Cajuns will host
the University of South
Alabama in the Cajundome this
Thursday.

The USA Jaguars (11-1) fea-
ture three players averaging
double digits in scoring.
Whitney Woodard leads the
team with 14.3 points per game,
Donyel Wheeleree 13.2 and
Qiana Mitchell helps out with
10.0.

Florida International
University (7-8, 1-1) had its
three-game win streak snapped
with a 62-60 loss to Arkansas
State University (9-4, 1-0). ASU
won its SBC opener for the sec
ond straight season.

The Lady Indians host
Middle Tennessee on Thursday,
while FIU takes on the
University of Denver Friday.
The Pioneers lost 80-57 to ULL
last Saturday in their conference
opener.

The University of Arkansas
Little Rock (7-7, 0-1) picked up
its first road win of the season
in a 56-43 victory over the
University of Arkansas-Pine

Are you smarter
than this?
If so, you can
write for sports.

Photo by Micah Miller | Photo Editor

Lady Raider Kia Stovall drives the ball down court
against an Alabama defender. MT beat Alabama 65-61.

Bluff. Alicia Cash from UALR is
averaging 18.4 points per game
and eight rebounds.

Cash has moved into the

UALR career scoring and
rebounding top 10. She has 638
career points, ninth all-time at
UALR.

The Trojans will host
defending  SB( champion
Western Kentucky University

(6-8, 0-0) Thursday at the
Convocation Center

WKU broke a two-game los-
ing skid with a 62-54 win over
the University of [llinois-
(Thlulgﬁ. WKL I's 1 C\“C [Ug\'dﬂn
finished the game with a career-
best eight steals.

The University of North
Texas (4-9, 0-1) had a season-
high 10 three-point baskets
against New Mexico State
University (7-6, 1-0) on
Saturday, but the Lady Eagles
still lost 83-72.

The Lady Eagles take on
Denver Thursday night.

NMSU went 1-1 last week,
falling 96-63 to No. 19 Texas
Christian University. The Aggies
will prepare for the University
of New Orleans Thursday. UNO
(5-6) lost to the University of
Southern Mississippi 73-64 last
Wednesday night. ¢

SBC men kick into high gear

SN IS

a\

By Jon Leffew
Staff Writer

After a busy non-
conference schedule,
the teams of the Sun
Belt Conference will
begin conference play
this week.

Several conference
games will be held on.
Thursday.

Arkansas State
University will travel to
Murfreesboro, Tenn., to
kick—off MT’s confer-
ence schedule.

The Indians (11-3, 2-
1 SBC) are led in scor-
ing by  Dewarick
Spencer and ].J.
Montgomery, who aver-
age 19 and 18.7 points
per game, respectively.

The Blue Raiders (8-
5) are led in scoring by
Tommy Gunn, who
averages 17.1 points per
game.

The University of
Arkansas-Little Rock
will also be in action on
Thursday, as the Trojans
travel to Bowling Green,
Ky.,, to take on the
Western Kentucky
University Hilltoppers.

The Trojans (8-6, 2-
0) hold conference wins
over ASU and Florida
International University
and currently lead the
SBC East Division.

The Trojans have
three players who average in
double figures, led by SBC
Player of the Week Brandon
Freeman, who scored 30 and 21
points in the team’s two confer-
€nce wins.

WKU (5-8, 0-2) is led by
four players who average dou-
ble figures, and the Hilltoppers
are looking to rebound from
two early conference losses.

The University of Denver

will travel to the University of

North Texas on Thursday.

The Pioneers (8-5, 0-1) are
led by Eric Benzel, who averages
16 points per game.

Shawnson Johnson leads the
Mean Green (5-8, 0-1) in scor-
ing, also with 16 points per
game.

The University of Louisiana-

L

EH

RAIDERS

Lafayette Ragin’ Cajuns will
host the University of South
Alabama Jaguars.

The Cajuns (6-4, 1-0) cur-
rently lead the SBC West
Division and have lost to two
top 25 teams by a total of 12
points.

The Jaguars (6-7, 1-1) lost to
UNO last week and look to win
their two road games this week.

The final SBC matchup on
Thursday will be between the
New Mexico State University

Aggies (7-5, 1-0) and the
University of New Orleans
Privateers.

The Aggies are led by Duane
John and James Moore, who
average 18.3 and 15.8 points per
game, respectively.

The Privateers

(7-7, 1-0)

Photo by Micah Miller | Photo Editor

MT guard Keith Connor drives the ball against Covenant
College. MT will host Arkansas State Thursday at 7 p.m.

gained their conference win in a
64-58 road victory at South
Alabama last week. UNO lost
Monday to Louisiana State
University 68-60.

Several teams will also be in
action on Saturday.

ASU will travel to WKU fora
7 p.m. matchup, while UALR
will be in Murfreesboro.

The FIU Golden Panthers
(3-11, 0-2) will pick up confer-
ence play on Saturday after los-
ing two Sun Belt games last
week.

The Panthers will be in
Denver for Saturday’s game.

ULL will host the Privateers
Saturday, while USA will travel
to New Mexico to take on the
Aggies. ®

Retail

Half.com

How smart is this: All the textbooks you
need for up to 50% off retail prices. New or
used, all you have to do is go to half.com
and type in the book titles, or ISBN numbers.
Gotta love that new math.

hef o

Same textbooks.
Smarter prices.

Copyright 2003-2004 Half.com. Half.com, the Half.com logo, eBay and the eBlay logo are rademarks of eBay Inc. All rights reserved. *Average Retall Price of » New Textbook based on data from Follett Corp (as reported by The Associsted Press in Januasry 2003). Average
Retail Price of »# Used Textbook based on data from Monumant information Resources  Average Helf com Price for New and Used Textbooks based on an AugustSeptamber 2003 analysis of over 500,000 books soid on Half.com Quantities, pricing and availlability are not
Quarantsed and will vary due 10 supply end damand. Coupon is for firsi-time buyars only. Limited time offer; exciudes shipping and handling: offer subject 10 chenge of termination without prior Notice
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