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From the Editor 

Someone sent me 
a letter that I thought I 
would share. It's about 
a student travel 
writing contest for 
Transitions Abroad 
magazine. 

I'll give you all the 
specifics first. The 
winner gets $250 and 
their article published 
in the March 1998 
issue of the magazine. 
Entry deadline is Dec. 
31,1997. 

Submissions 
should be original 
non-fiction that 
provide current, 
practical information 
and ideas — based on 

personal 
experience — 
about immersion 
travel, work, study 
or living abroad. 
The winning 

article will be 
published in the 
"Student to 
Student" section of 

the magazine and 
must be of practical 
use to other students 
wishing to learn from 
or replicate you travel 
experience. 

Transitions Abroad 
began in 1977, when 
Clay Hubbs, and 
English professor and 
international studies 
adviser at Hampshire 
College in Amherst, 
Mass., began 
publishing a magazine 
on overseas 
educational travel. 

The magazine in 
bimonthly and copies 
should be available at 
most campus libraries, 

study abroad offices 
and newsstands. 

Submissions 
should be typed, 
double-spaced and no 
longer than 1,500 
words. Entries can be 
sent on disk or 
emailed as well. 
Include a legible note 
with your name, 
college, address and 
phone number. 

Send disks to 
Transitions Abroad, P.O. 
Box 1300, Amherst, 
MA 01004-1300. Tide 
email submissions 
"Student Contest" and 
send to 
trabroad@aol.com. 

A copy of the 
magazine can be 
obtained from the 
above address for 
$6.25, and writer's 
guidelines can be 
requested, also. 

Heather Hybarger 

Submission 
Guidelines 

The first thing you need is an idea. 

Then you can figure out how you 
want to write it all down. You 

decide who you are going to talk 
to, and see if they are willing to 

talk to you. Then talk to me. 

We will discuss things like what 
kind of art we have to go with the 
story, how long the story should 
be and when the story should be 
due. Remember, PM is almost a 

monthly publication. December' 
and March PM is not scheduled for 

production. 

Now the tricky part — how to 
reach me. There are several ways, 

and one of them will work 
eventually, I promise. Call me at 

home, 904-0234. Email me, 
m_c_00bl©frank. Mail me,910 S. 
Tennessee Blvd. Apt. D-5, M'boro 

TN 37130; or MTSU PO Box C-949, 
M'boro,TN 37132 

Now you have no excuse. 



Know Thyself 
L,ocal Wiccans bridge 

the mystic2d6c mundane 

by 
CHristi 

Underdown 

* Please note that some participants in this 
discussion are not completely "out of the broom 
closet." 

These individuals have chosen to use names 
tliat are neither mundane or Craft to protect their 
identities. 

Within the garage, two tables 
are laden with food and drink 
for the feast to take place after 

the worship service. Pumpkin bread, 
baked beans, Kentucky Fried Chicken, 
potatoes and chocolate cake tempt 
small children and eager adults, who 
sneak small bites when others .ire not 
looking. Small groups catch up on 
personal news, hug, kiss and fellowship 
while th<    A til for the signal. 

Finall) in the yard, the drum 
ins to beal steadil), calling the 

congregation to the service. The priesl 
and priestess wait in the center as the 

ip forms a C ircle. (he solemn 
silence is mixed with the laughter of 
young children and the continuous 
rhythm of the drum. The priestess walks 
clockwise around the Circle binding the 
shape so that no excess power will spill 
and escape. The priest begins to call the 
spirits of the four elements - Air, Earth, 
Fire and Water - to aid those who have 
gathered in their communication with 
the God and Goddess. 

Thus begins a worship service 
of a Wiccan coven. 

People have the misconception 
that witches appear only on Halloween 
and are old, bent-over women with 
green skin and warts whose only 
purpose in life is to steal and eat 
innocent children. In actuality, "witch" 
derives from an Old English word 
"witan," meaning "to know thyself." 
Witches or Wiccans have practiced their 
spirituality for centuries. Wicca is a 
balance between religion and magick. 
The magickal arts or the control and 
alteration of mysitcal and physical 
energies are seen as a joyous life- 
affirming part of religion. Each 
individual witch forms his or her own 
way to worship, based on the 
foundation statement "The Law of the 
Craft is Love." Disrespect for any 
individual's spiritual path, the forcing of 
others' beliefs and proselytizing 
activities are not tolerated. 

Despite the differences in 
individual beliefs, Wiccans do hold a 
few ideas as common ground. They 
gather together to worship, celebrate 
and perform magick through timely 

rituals that coincide with the phases of 
the Sun and Moon, three-dimensional 
symbols of the God and Goddess. 

The afterlife is not the ultimate 
goal of Wicca. After death, souls are 
reincarnated back to the Earth. Thus, the 
environment and animal rights are a 
major concern of the community. The 
Earth is seen as an embodiment of I >nt\ 
and a sat red gift from them. 

"We have alternative views ol 
reality," says 1 adyHawk of 
SerphantStone, a Murfrei ;l 
and teacher. "We belii 
several different levels up( 

.an perceive reality   i 
physical and spiritual  It 
those in balance, then. 
VOU want  We us< 

gies on anv  level 

I adyl 1.> • 
i oven. ! ii 
gathers to worship stud) 

fl in 
Mm: ■ - five yeai 
her own study after her divorce, when 
she w as JO years old. She was suttering 
from a low self-esteem when she was 
introduced In friends to her teacher, 
Serphant. 

"He taught me that I had to face 
mysell and respe< t myself, ' I adyHawk 
says." I had to see the good in myself 
and take of care of it. You can't pour 
from an empty pitcher." 

In addition to her teaching and 
working as a representative on the 
council of elders within a Nashville 
coven called Ravenfain, LadyHawk is 
also in the process of publishing her 
book titled "Becoming the Magus"- a 
guide for teachers and students learning 
about the Craft. 

LadyHawk says she has been 
very lucky in that she has not had to 
suffer many consequences since her 
"coming out." Neither her in-laws nor 
her ex-husband agree with her beliefs, 
but her children are exposed to both 
their Wiccan and Christian backgrounds 
without bias. 

"The word 'witch' has such a 
negative connotation," explains 
LadyHawk. "It isn't about being evil or 
selfish. Wicca is giving-oriented. You 
don't have to be afraid of it." 

Wiccans, no matter how diverse 
their paths, adopt the general rule 
"Harm none and do what you will." 
This statement of respect is tied to a 
third, "you have a responsibility for 
yourself and to your community," 
which forces new students to realize the 

obligation to which they must be ready 
to commit. 

"Wiccans hear the word 'need' 
differently," says LadySpring, another 
Murfreesboro teacher and priestess, as 
well as Ravenfain elder. 

If a person calls for a need, a 
Wiccan is obligated to reply as much as 

' he or she can.  I hey cannot solve all 
problems and should not try, but when 
called to help with a genuine need they 

to listen and do what they have in 
their power to do. 

ne come to the Craft with 
■■■•. er and ambition in mind," 

another Murfreesboro 
a< her. "It is ,m art. It's 

u i an hurt yourself and 
• i 'hers." 

iu i ions those who want to 
igick" to stay away. 

"If someone can't handle the 
world, they can't handle the 

ii kal    says I advSpring. "There has 
to be a balance. One has always got to 
distinguish between reality and 
magick." 

The purpose of the practice of 
magick is to control mystical and 
physical energies, in other words, how 
people, places and things react with one 
another. 

"Magick is a little like prayer, 
except most people don't realize that 
their words are those with intent," says 
Jokkar, a student of LadyHawk. "That's 
what magick is - words with intent, 
words that have all your will behind 
them. Some people just say the words 
when they pray, we try to make reality 
happen. We try to change reality. It 
isn't this Hoccus-Poccus and twitching 
the nose stuff on television." 

LadySpring explains the steps 
of answering need magickally as the 
following: consciously identifying the 
need and considering the effects that 
one's actions will have on the need; 
performing a ritual, which in its 
simplest form is a request posed to 
Deity for help; and lastly doing 
everything in one's power in the 
mundane or non-mystical world to 
make sure the need is fulfilled. 

"That means if the need is for 
money, then somebody's got to get off 
their butt and get a job," she says. "The 
Christian sentiment, 'The Lord helps 
those who help themselves' is exactly 
right in this case. The Lord and Lady 
just pave the way to answering the 
need." 

"When there is a need to change 
reality or the perception of reality, you 
can conform reality through the will of 
Nature and the Lord and Lady," says 
LadySpring of magick. 

With Wicca's reputation of 
est iblishing open-minded, open-armed 
communities, it could he perceived bv 
outsiders as a Withering for misfits. 

'We may study the same books, 
do the same acth ities and attend the 
•ame classes, but if you talk to 10 
different witches, you'll get 10 different 
religions," says Witness, another elder 
o\ Ravenfain. 

'We are finite beings in a 
infinite universe    sacs I adySpring. 

I \ erybody's wrong. Everybody 's 
right." 

"The relationship between Deity 
and the individual is personal," says 
i adyHawk. "We probably have the 
most intellectual and compassionate 
people, but sometimes we get more than 
our share of flakes and nuts, because 
we'll take anybody. 

"All paths are sacred. There are 
as many kinds of witches as there are 
people. It's human nature. It's the 
personality people have." 

Wicca accepts individuals, but it 
is not accepted in the mainstream world 
of religion. Through the fight against 
prejudice and stereotypes, more and 
more Wiccans have become public. The 
Nashville store Magical Journey is 
owned and operated by Ravenfain 
members, who represent many other 
philosophies including Christianity 
within their merchandise. Other 
members of Ravenfain have made 
webpages on which they openly 
identify themselves and their beliefs. At 
Middle Tennessee State University, a 
student pagan organization has begun 
to organize. On the other hand, many 
are still forced to exercise their First 
Amendment rights behind closed doors. 

"We weren't afraid of death during 
the Burning Times," says LadySpring, 
referring to the Salem Witch Trials. 

"Our fear came from the regret that the 
Craft wasn't passed OP   The Craft must 
survive." 

"How I live my life reflects who I 
am," says Lady Web. "If people know 
me as a fair person, they know Wicca. 

We have chosen to be free in our 
religion, and although we are not slaves, 
we must pay prices." 

Cover art and symbols 
bySilver RavenWolf & Tom Crewe 
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COLLAGE 
is looking for a Design Team for the Spring 1998 semester. 

Qualified Applicants should be: 
•Full or part-time students 

Graphics major / Communications 
majors preferred, but not 

required. 
'Proficient with Quark Xpress, 

Photoshop and Illustrator 
Willing to work as a team member 

♦Able to meet deadlines 
Experience with online publishing 

a plus. 
& 

X 

^rftx 
Applications available in JUB 306. 

Return along with 3-5 examples of work. 
Qualified applications may be asked for a 

letter of reference. 
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATONS   DECEMBER 5, 1997 

Collage designers receive * reasonable salary and Invaluable glory. 

CENTURY 

CDS * RECORDS * 
TAPES * JEWELRY 

New & Used CD's - Records 
125LasseterDr 

Murfreesboro. TN 37130 

OPEN MON-SAT 11-7 
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BRC4DWAV 
VILE©'  5 

Fast, Free, EASY Membership 
2 DAY/ 3 EVENING RENTALS 
New Releases 2.99 ALWAYS!! 

24 HR FAST DROP 

849-8322 
Broadway Video has the area's 

LARGEST Selection of 
Adult Videos for Rent or Sale 
•Musi De 18 yis. ol age with POSITIVE 

ID MemDersh.p required lo rent 

II till ITITT1 I II 

BROADWAY 
VICED 

JL ..- 
1159 N W -Broad. Uurlrer • 

WIN! WIN! 
WEEKLY PRIZES 

s25 FREE VIDEO RENTALS 

WEEKLY WINNERS 
ENTERED IN DRAWING 

FOR A FREE VCR 

Play Broadway's 

MOVIE 
TRIVIA 
Call 221-0618 

BROADWAYS EXCLUSIVE VIDEO HOTLINE 

After Greeting, Press 1, 
Answer the questions on 

the message and drop 
your entry off at 

Bixadwav Videi 
1159 N.W. Broad St. 
(across from Huddle House) 

All correct entry blanks will be 
placed in the weekly drawing. 

Weekly winners will be eligible for 
the VCR given away on 12/15/97. 

Name. 

Address. 

Phone  
Must he IB if entei   No purchftM necessary 

One eniry per person per weeK      w„ 

"Sin City: Family Values" is 
published by Dark Horse 
Comics, runs 126 pages and 
sells for $10. 

Miho, an Asian assassin on 
roller-skates. 

MORE  ? 
THAN A 2 U«D s CD       H 
STORE! ft 

WE ^ 
BUY, 
SELL, 

TRADE: 
•CD's 

•TAPES     ft 
•VIDEOS    H 
•VIDEO     L 
GAMES 

•RECORDS ft 
•8 TRACKS J 

•MUSIC     M 
BOOKS     g 

•POSTERS  0 

2 Locations £^ 
Murfreesboro M 
230 Stones fl 
River Mall 

Blvd.    a 
(Next to H 

ElChicos) tt 
849-4070 W 
/// 1/2 W. V 
Lytle St. H 

898-1175 r 
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"Sin city: 
Family Values" 

A good crime story has 
to be cathartic. If you don't 
feel for the characters and the 
story, then you are wasting 
your time. An absence of 
emotion isn't something you 
have to worry about in a Frank 
Miller book. 

The newest entry into 
Miller's "Sin City" series, 
"Family Values" is the story of 
a mob-hit gone wrong and the 
people who take revenge for 
it. 

Miller revives two of 
his most popular characters, 
Dwight McCarthy, a dapper 
killer, and Miho, an Asian 
assassin n rollerskates. In the 
story they are hunting the men 
who killed a local hitman 
turned city-councilman. The 
hit was botched though and 
an innocent woman died in 
the crossfire. It's Dwight's and 
Miho's job to find out who did 
il and make them pay. 

Miho and Dwight find 
the killers and take their 
revenge. Miller shows some of 
Miho's personality as she 
cattily toys with one of them 
before killing him. Miller even 
makes something as laughable 
as an assassin on rollerskates 
believable. 

This book brings Miho 
to the foreground and 
establishes her as a major 
character, even though she has 
yet to have a word of 
dialogue. Her actions speak 
for her, and Miller's 
impeccable art delivers all the 
insight into her mind that the 
reader needs. 

One thing that serves 
to set Miho apart from the rest 
of the story is the way that 
she's drawn. While everyone 
else is rendered with heavy 
shadows, Miho is done with 
no shadows at all, making her 
stand out in sharp contrast to 
the rest of the characters. 

"Sin City" is an 
ominous twin of the world of 
Dick Tracy. Inhuman looking 
characters proliferate the 
landscape, which is portrayed 
in sharply contrasting blacks 
and whites. This is a world of 
violence and debauchery and 
clearly defined good and evil. 

Basin City is its real 
name, but it is known as Sin 
City by its inhabitants. It is a 
town ruled by organized 
crime, but the real draw is Old 
Town. 

Old Town is the part of 
the town ruled by the ladies of 
the night. In Old Town, not 

even the police have 
jurisdiction. It is the girls of 
Old Town that Dwight and 
Miho work for. 

"Family Values" is 
done in the same hard-hitting 
style that Miller fans have 
come to expect. 

The art is a classic 
Frank Miller, with heavy use 
of shadows and dark areas. 
Miller uses India ink as few 
can. Each page is carefully 
organized and designed to 
heighten the effect. 

Miller is known in the 
comic world as a master 
storyteller. He gained critical 
appeal with his book "The 
Dark Knight Returns," which 
told the story of an older, 
grimmer Barman, and it is 
counted among the classics of 
the comic book medium. The 
book helped redefine the 
image of the superhero as a 
more realistic person 

This is the only "Sin 

City" book to be initially 
released as a tradepaperback, 
but with its carefully crafted, 
fast-paced story it would have 
been difficult to split it up into 
individual issues. 

One way that this 
book could have been 
improved is by Miller 
spending more time 
developing a background 
story, with some subplots. The 
main story is good, but it 
needs a little more 
development, like Miller's 
other work. 

While this book's story 
is not as deep as earlier "Sin 
City" stories—"That Yellow 
Bastard" and "The Big Fat 
Kill"— it is better than almost 
anything else on the market. If 
you liked any of his other 
work, you will like this one. 
Artistically, I think this is one 
of his best books 

Fans 01 classic 
detective stones and police 
dramas should enjoy this 
hook, as should anyone else 
who wants to read a stylishly 
drawn, well written story of 
revenge 

ANASTASIA'S ATTIC 
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10% off any purchase with this coupon 

15 \  '•! | '■' Square!) 
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INGRAM BOOK COMPANY & 
PUBLISHER RESOURCES INC 
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Great Opportunity to earn while you learn! 
BOE/M/F/D/V 

• Child Care Reimbursement 
1 Tuition Reimbursement 
1 Paid Training 

COMDATA Works for YOU 
When was the last time your company worked for YOU? If your answer is NEVER, then you haven't 
worked at Comdata. Here are just some of the benefits we'll put to work for you when you become a 
Comdata associate: 

• Extra Pay for 2nd & 3rd shifts 
• Performance Bonus Programs 
• 401(K) Plan with Company Match 

Medical/Dental/Vision Plan                              • Employee Stock Purchase Plan 

We have immediate opportunities for Telephone Service Associates to process transactions from 
around the country at our call center in LaVergne. Full-time and part-time positions are available for 
all shifts. Some customer service experience and basic data entry skills are preferred. 

No experience? Don't worry! If you've got the desire to succeed, we've got a Career Development 
Plan for you! So if you're looking for a company that offers competitive pay, good working 
conditions, det schedules, and top-notch benefits, come to Comdata and watch us work for you! 

COMDATA 
5301 Maryland Way • Brentwood, TN 37027 

615.370.7070 / Fax 615370.7828 
Equal Opportunity Employer 



Natural Lesson 
NOLS takes class outside 

By 
Stephen Baker 

Earning college credit is an entirely 
different experience when you enroll in the 
National Outdoor Leadership School. 

As an instructor begins class without 
books, desks or walls, it is apparent that NOLS 
is a far cry from conventional schooling. The 
streams, mountains and forests become the 
classroom, and Mother Nature the teacher. 

In 1965, mountaineer Paul Petzoldt 
established the NOLS in Lander, Wyo. He felt 
offering individuals an opportunity to ace 
realistic situations in some of the world's most 
captivating wilderness regions would provide 
them a level of education that was both 
valuable and unique. 

Now, while climbing a snow-topped 
mountain peak in Alaska, you can earn credit 
hours for college. Or perhaps you would 
prefer your classroom to be the Sea of Cortez 
in Mexico. Whatever you desire, NOLS can 
probably accommodate it. 

Tom Reed, director of NOLS publicity and 
management, describes the school as "a 
wilderness-based program that focuses on 
outdoor skills and leadership training." 

Reed, who is also an instructor with 
NOLS, says Petzoldt felt "there was a need for 
people who were trained in outdoor skills and 
common sense." 

More than 30 years after Petzoldt's idea 
was set in motion, NOLS has grown to 
encompass eight branches on five continents. 
North and South America, Africa, Asia and 
Australia all play a part in the school's course 
offerings. 

Some 40,000 students have enrolled in 
courses ranging from water training and 
horsepacking to winter wilderness and 
mountaineering. 

Many courses offer the option of gaining 
college credit in biology, environmental ethics 
and several other offerings. 

"If the University of Utah gives you credit 
for the courses, if they are the sending 
institution, then a student must transfer 
courses through U of U in order for MTSU to 
accept them," explains Jana Hill of the MTSU 
transfer and evaluations department. 

Most courses that NOLS offers are 30 days 
long. The application for acceptance stresses 
the physical demands of the school. Total 
commitment mentally, emotionally and 
physically is required to insure success of each 
course. 

This school is not designed for people 
who just want to get away for a while. It is 
meant for those individuals who wish to learn 
and have fun while respecting the 
environment and fellow students through 
constant teamwork. 

While teaching about the beauty and 
dangers in the environment, NOLS operates 
with a hands-on approach. The school 
provides the necessary tools and instruction to 
be successful in nature. These skills and tools 
are brought together as students are given the 
freedom to utilize them. 

The ability to scale a rock face, negotiate a 
sea kayak through harsh Pacific Ocean surf, or 
simply stay protected in frigid winter 
conditions are but a few of the skills taught at 
the multi-faceted school. 

Tuition for NOLS ranges from $80 to $90 
per day. There can be additional expenses 
depending on the course you desire to enroll 
in. Spending money, transportation and 
individual special needs all involve extra 
costs. 

The National Outdoor Leadership School 
is based on the belief that nature is the best 
teacher. Whether scaling on Alaskan 
mountain, or traversing the forests at 
the tip of South America, this school 
is anything but typical. 

MMMrMMiMWrs 

Students learn kayaki 
William Sound, Alask 

ng fundamentals in Prince 
a 

In Olypmic Park, Wash., students learn wave and tidal patterns 
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HAPPY HOUR MON-SAT 7PM TO 9PM 1.50 DOMESTICS AND 2 FOR 1 

MEDITERRANEAN RESTAURANT 
FINE DlNIN6 AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 

CHICKEN PASTA SEAFOOD STEAKS VEAL AND MORE 
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yhe Vegetable  Qnt 
•Farm Fresh Fruits and Vegetables 

•Organic Fruits and Vegetables 

•Natural (groceries 

•"Kerbs and Slices 

•Fruit (Baskets 

•Christmas items now available 
10% OFF MT3V STVc&ENTS <£ STM? 

904-6973 
1603 WW. (BroadSt .(Across Trom georgetoum Square 

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES 
CAPITALIZE ON YOUR AMBITION! 

Si 
needs advertising account representatives (or the upcoming spring semester 

work ZQ hours per week, 
list have own tr an s por tation. 
ist lie afrle to dress for success. 

SIDELINES AE'S ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR: 

•Servicing clients in the local market. 
•Development and presenting Ad 

campaigns to clients. 
•Providing customer service to all local 

accounts. 
I TT. ....   ......     .., 

1    ■■: 1 

BENEFITS 
Gain professional work experience 

Commission plus bonus 
Practicum credit available 

CALL THE ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT @ 898-2533 
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