




WAR, PEACE, AND POLITICAL PARTIES 

IN 20TH CENTURY AMERICA* 

by 

Robert A. Divine 

There is a striking coincidence which runs through the history of 20th 
Century American politics and foreign pol icy that historians have neg
lected. It is the close relationship between war and the Democratic party 
and the equally close affinity of the Rep ubi ican party with a state of 
peace. For the 76 years of this century, the two parties have shared the 
presidency almost evenly--Republicans have been in the White House for 
40 years, Democrats for 36. In these 76 years, the nation has been at 
war, declared or undeclared, for 17--13 under Democrats and only 4 under 
Republicans. All four wars began under Democratic administrations-
Woodrow Wilson and World War I in 1917, F.D. Roosevelt and World War II 
in 1941, Harry S. Truman and Korea in 1950, and Lyndon B. Johnson and 
Vietnam in 1965. Two of the wars ended under Republican auspices--Korea 
under Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953 and Vietnam under Richard M. Nixon 
in 1973, and, in fact, the only four years of Republican war in this century, 
the last phase of the Vietnam conflict, saw a general, if painful, winding 
down of the fighting. 

Historians, as I noted at the outset, have tended to ignore this con
nection, but politicians have not. In 1940, Wendell L. Willkie warned the 
people that if FDR were re-elected the nation would be at war by the 
following April. After the trauma of World War II and Korea , the Republican 
party in the 1950s took pride in pointing to its record as the party of 
peace. Eisenhower himself, using one of his favorite phrases, titled the 
second volume of his presidential memoirs, Waging Peace. And most 
recently, I am sure all of you recall Senator Robert J. Dole in the 1976 
vice-presidential debate when he scolded Walter F. Mondale and his 
party for their hawkish tendencies, going so far as to call World War II 
"a Democrat war," Mondale shrewdly axploited· Dole ' s rhetoric to remind 
his national audience that the enemy in 1941 was Adolf Hitler and to ask 
Dole if the Rep ubi i cans regretted the destruction of Nazi tyranny. 

*This paper was delivered as the presidential address at the luncheon 
of SHAFR, December 29, 1976, during the annua I convention of the AHA 
in Washington, D. C. Dr. Divine is professor of history at the University 
of Texas (Austin). 
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Undoubtedly the cynical politi cal exp loitation of the Democratic 
connection to 20th century wars accounts in large meas ure for the his
torians' neg lect. Few scholars want their analysis of the past to descend 
to the level of campaign charges . Moreover, any careful reconstruction of 
American parti c ipation in 20th century wars must avoid the myth of nat
ional omnipotence, the naive idea that Americans are responsibl e for 
everything that happens in the world, Not even Robert J. Dol e has charg
ed that Gavri I o Pri nc ip wa s ac ting under Democratic instructions at Sara
j evo in 1914. The Great War began for reasons that transcended narrow 
American concerns and our eventual entry came about because of our 
economic, cu·ltural , and ethnic ties with the European belligerents. More 
audacious Republ ican orators, notabl y Clare Boothe Luce in 1944, did 
charge that Pres ident Roosevelt had l ied us into World War II , an accusa
tion that suc h revisionist writers as Charles A. Beard and Harry Elmer 
Barnes developed with a vengeance after the war. Yet today few respons i
ble histori ans wou ld treat the Second Wo rld War as an American con
trivan ce-~the rapacious policies of Adolf Hitler, J apan's program of 
imperi al expan sion , and the perceived threat to nationa l well-being in a 
world dominated by the Axis powers make charges of a Pea rl Harbor 
conspiracy dated and unbeli evable. The same objecti on can be made for 
the Korean War. Despite I. F. Stone 's suggestion that Syngman Rhee, with 
possible Ameri ca n encouragement, provoked the North Korean attack 
across the 38th para ll e l, few serious scholars would contend that th e 
Tru ma n administration was responsible for the conflict. The real mystery 
I ies in the question of wh ether the North Koreans were acting a lone, or in 
co llusion with Moscow, and possibl y Peking. Only in the case of the 
Vietnam War can one conceive of a political connection--the Democratic 
administrations of J ohn F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson authorized 
American participation in a loca l disturbance and escalated it into a ma
jor conflict with North Vi etnam. Yet even here the political aspect is 
dubious. The Republican adm ini strat ion of Dwi ght D. Eisenhower made t~e 
initial dec i s ion in the 1950s to crea te and sustain the Diem regime in 
Saigon and during the 1960s the Republi ca ns jo ined wholehea rtedly in the 
military intervention in South Vi etnam. Not a single Republican voted 
against the Gulf of Tonkin reso lution and in 1964 presi dential candidate 
Barry M. Goldwater's only complaint was the failure of the United States 
to ca rry the war to the North, an omission that Lyndon B. Johnson soon 
rectified. 

Is there, then, any validity to the idea that the Democrats are the 
party of war and the Republicans the party of peace? I think that there i s, 
but not on the simplistic level of campaign rhetori c . I would argue that 
the historical legacy o f the Democrats is hawki sh and that of th e Repub-
1 ica ns is dovish. Neither party has any monopo ly on v i rtue, but each has 
a different way of looking at the world and respond ing to 1nternat1onal 
s ituations. Hi stor ically, the Democrats have been aggress 1 ve and the 
Republicans pass ive in this regard. 

The militant Democrati c foreign policy heritage i s best symbolized by 
Woodrow Wil son. Thi s controversial President, deep ly re l1g1ous and 
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idealistic, fused the historic sense of American mission with the 20th 
century status of the United States as a world power. From Thoma s 
Jefferson's vision of a passage to India through the Manifest Destiny 
fever of the 1840s, there had always been a powerful American concept of 
mission . In the 19th century, the task of conquering the continent and 
building an industri al base had kept this missionary impulse confined to 
the Western Hemisphere. But after the nation emerged as a world power in 
the 1890s, the possibility of extending American virtue, Americ an enter
prise,·and American values to the ent ire world became a possibility. Th e 
presidential election of Wilson and the outbreak of the Great War led not 
only to American involvement in 1917 but to th e assertion of American 
moral supremacy. I am convinced that if Charles Evans Hughes had been 
elected in 1916, we would still have entered th e war, but Hughes would 
not have tried to impose American values on the world in the form of the 
Fourteen Points and the subsequent League of Nations. Under Wilson a war 
to defend American rights on the high seas beca me a great crusade, a war 
to end all wars, a war to make the world safe for democracy. 

Both the world and the nation repudiated Wilson's moral imperial,ism 
in the 1920s, but it remained enshrined within the Democratic party in 
such figures as Cordell Hull, Norman H. Davis and Newton D. Baker. 
When Frankl in D. Roos eve lt began to turn hi s attention away from th e 
depression to the deepen ing world crisis in the late 1930s, he tried hard 
to avoid the Wilsonian legacy. Far more realistic than Wilson, Roosevelt 
accepted World War II not as a moral crusade, but as a war for survival, a 
war to make the world safe for the United States. But he also recognized 
his party's heritage, and thus signed the Atlantic Charter, with its pro
mise of a better world order; he enunciated th e Four Freedoms to give the 
war effort an idealisti c cas t; and he joined in th e call for a new effort at 
collective security in the United Nations, all the while preferring, as he 
revealed in private conversations, to divide the world i nto spheres of 
influence under the supervision of the Four Po I icemen. 

Harry S. Truman was in many ways a better Wilsonian than FOR. H is 
first act as President was to confirm the holding of the San Franc i sco 
Conf~rence and he embraced the resulting United Nations Charter far 
more enthusiastically than FOR would have. He believed deep ly in the 
Wilsonian principl e of national self-determination and he helped to in
tensify the Cold War with the Soviet Union by resis ting Russian domina
tion of Eastern Europ e, an area FOR had been willing to concede. Korea 
proved the ultimate tes t of Truman's devotion to principle--he insisted on 
calling this lim i ted war a "police action" taken solely to uphold th e UN 
Charter. 

The Democratic tradition of advocating such Wilsonian principles as 
collective security and self-determination found its ultimate expression in 
Vietnam. Anyone who seeks to find an explanation for that disaster in 
such standard diplomatic terms as economic gain or territorial expansion 
is doomed to frustration. As we know now, there was much to be lost and 
I ittle to be gained materially in Vietnam. Morally, however, there was a 



4 
cause that seemed just and honorable. To defend the right of people in the 
South to choose their own government, to resist the covert in vas ion from 
the North, to prevent the kind of piecemeal aggression that marked 
Hitler's rise in the 1930s--these were the principles, however warped 
they may have been, that guided both Kennedy and Johnson as they sank 
ever deeper into the Vietnam morass. Hard-headed statesmen would have 
weighed the I ikely costs against the expected benefits and pulled out 
early; men of principle, well-meaning but confused by their political 
heritage, stayed on until the bitter end. 

From World War I to Vietnam, the Democratic tendency has been to 
view the world optimistically. Where others saw danger and difficulty, 
Democrats tended to see opportunity--the chance to I ift up backward 
peoples and bring them the benefits of modern technology, as well as to 
create new markets for U. S. exports. The national sense of mission, with 
its idealistic view of mankind, saw the globe as a huge ball of clay, to be 
molded and shaped by Americans until it conformed to their hopes and 
dreams. Instead of poverty, material abundance; instead of wars, peace 
through law; instead of d ictators, leaders freely elected by the people. In 
short, the earth, with all its diversity, was to become a replica of Ameri
ca. What better way to achieve national security than to create a world 
in our own image, filled with upwardly mobile consumers busily trying to 
make monthly payments? 

The Rep ubi ican tradition in foreign pol icy is quite different. Whate·Jer 
moral imperatives led to the party's founding over the domestic issue of 
slavery, its view of the globe has been characterized by caution and 
self-interest, not high principle. Theodore Roosevelt enunciated the 
themes that have dominated modern Republican foreign policy. As John 
M. Blum points out so persuasively in The Republican Roosevelt, Teddy, 
for all his flamboyance, was essentially a conservative diplomat. He 
perceived the United States as a satisfied nation, a wealthy and pros
perous country that wanted to preserve rather than to extend its domain. 
So except in Latin America, where Teddy felt the U. S. could exercise its 
influence unchallenged, he pursued balance-of-power policies. In Asia he 
tried to play off Japan against Russia and in Europe he quietly backed the 
Triple Entente against the Central Powers. Unlike Wilson, Roosevelt did 
not want to change the international order; he simply wanted to maintain 
it to America's advantage. 

In the 1920s, Republican Presidents continued in the Roosevelt trad
ition. Warren G. Harding allowed Secretary of State Charles Evans Hughes 
to stabi I ize the Pacific and head off an expensive nava I race by negoti a
ting the Washington treaties; Calvin Coolidge_ permitted_ Frank B. Kello_gg 
to symbolize Republican devotion to peace w1th the fut1le Pact of Pans. 
Herbert C. Hoover epitomized the GOP's reluctance to engage in foreign 
adventure. When Secretary of State Henry L. Stimson suggested the use of 
economic sanctions to halt Japanese aggression in Manchuria, the Ouaker 
President firmly ruled out this provocative step astoolikely to lead to war. 
Under Republican Presidents, there would be no crusades: 



After World War II, the Republicans in the White House used the i r 
influence to keep the Cold War cold and eventually to begin its gradua l 
thaw. Dwight D. Eisenhower swept into office in 1952 by denounc ing the 
Democratic foreign poI icy record in Eastern Europe , where he promised 
I iberation , and in Asia, where he p ledged to go to Korea to reso lve that 
conflict. His subsequent failure to liberate the captive peoples of Eastern 
Europe and his quick success in ending the Korean War suggest that he 
understood what the American people rea lly wanted in the 1950s--peace 
and security in a dangerous world. Throughout the deca de, the Pres ident , 
deftly disguising his control of fore ign policy by letting John Foster 
Dulles bear the brunt ofcontroversy, guided the nation safely through maj or 
international crises. In Indo-China in 1954, he ignored the c ri es of Vice 
President Richard M. Nixon and Admiral Arthur W. Radford for the bombing 
of Dien Bien Phu. In the Formosa Straits crises of 1955 and 1958, he 
resisted the intense pressure f or American intervention in Ouemoy and 
Matsu. In the most serious confrontation of a ll , at Su ez in 1956, Ike 
placed the Strategic A i r Command on full alert on election eve and told an 
aide that he was ready to hit the Russians " with everything in the bucket" 
if they launched a rocket attack on England and France, thereby calling 
Khrushchev ' s bluff. Few contemporaries realized how much Eisenhower had 
done to keep the peace in a perilous decade; only recentl y have hi storians 
such as Herbert S. Parmet and Charles C. Al exander begun to probe be· 
hind the Dull es smoke screen to discover how effectively Dwight Ei sen· 
hower directed foreign pol icy. 

Richard M. Nixon, the next Republican President, began the task that 
Ike had failed to achieve in the 1950s, ending the Cold War. Despite his 
lack of character, Nixon inaugurated the po licy of de'tente that may some 
day permit historians to find a way to redeem hi s flawed Pres idency. He 
failed to end the Vi etnam War promptly and honorably, as Eisenhower had 
done in Korea; instead he allowed it to drag on for four years, marked by 
increased troop withdrawals and greater and greater bombing. He may 
even have prolonged the war to build up a backlash against dissenters to 
insure his re-e lection in 1972, but he finally did end direct American 
involvement in January , 1973. More importantly, he altered the whole 
course of the Cold War by opening a long·delayed re lat ionsh ip with Main
land China, by meeting at the summit with Leonid Brezhnev in 1972, and by 
signing the SALT agreement to s low down the sp iraling nuc lear arms 
race. D~tente became the popul ar description for this break in the Cold 
War, and not even the disgrace of Watergate, the Nixon res ignation, and 
the subsequent repudiation of the word d~tente itself by Pres ident Gera ld 
R. Ford could change the rea lization that the old bi-polar confli ct between 
the United States and the Sovi et Union had finally dissolved. 

I would contend that it was no accident that a Republican President 
made the dec is ive break in the Cold War. The policy of dJtente embodies 
the histori c GOP outlook on world affai rs--to preserve American interests 
by seeking international stability, to p iay off one antagonist, the Soviet 
Uni on, against another, China, and to advance national security by 
minimizing moral considerat ions and stress ing mutual self- interest wi th 
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essentially alien regimes. The refusal to receive Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn 
at the White House, the sponsorship of a brutal reg ime in Chile, and the 
acceptance of Sovi et domination over Eastern Europe were a II part of the 
price Republicans were willing to pay for a peaceful world. 

The Democrats are not warmongers nor are the Rep ubi ica ns the sole 
guardians of the peace.· But the descendants of Woodrow Wilson and 
Theodore Rooseve lt have been faithfu I enough to their pol itical legac ies 
to cause them to pursue distinctly different approaches to the world. The 
Democrats are determined to elevate principle; the Republicans to place a 
premium on security. Where one party hears the world crying out for 
American rei ief and succor, the other sees dangers and traps that must be 
avoided. Neither can fairly be described as isolationist, but the De:rw
crats tend to wander while the Republicans prefer to stay at home. The 
Democrats are guilty of the sin of pride, blind to the diversity of the 
world' s population and its resistance to cultural imperial ism; the Repub· 
I icans are too se lf-sat isfi ed, smug ly ignoring the needs of less fortunate 
peoples abroad. 

With a new Democratic President about to take office, espec ially one 
brought up like Wilson, in the state of Georgia and deeply religious , 
perhaps a few last words of warning are in order. If asked, I would only 
counsel Jimmy Carter to ponder the lessons of Woodrow Wilson , shun 
Dean Rusk's advice I ike the plague, and return to the post-World War II 
practice of bipartisanship. In the early , crucia l years of the Cold War, 
Harry S. Truman and Dean G. Acheson worked with Arthur H. Vandenberg 
and John Foster Dulles to place foreign policy above party. The Truman 
Doctrine , the Marshall Plan and the creation of NATO were genuinely 
bipartisan measures that reflected a national consensus toward the Soviet 
danger. Although Carter does not face the same kind of cris is abroad, he 
would be we ll- advised to turn to Rep ubi icans as well as Democrats in 
dea ling with the world. A return to the trad ition of bipartisanship, with its 
blend of Democrat ic activism and Republican restraint, offers the best 
prescription for American foreign pol icy in the last quarter of the 20th 
century. 
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SHAFR COUNCIL MINUTES 

Council met December 27, 1976, in the Holmes Room of the Sheraton
Park Hotel, Washington, D. C., at 7:45 P.M. President Robert Divine, 
Vice-President Raymond Esthus, Counc il members Dorothy Borg, Wayne 
Cole, John Gadd is , Joseph O'Grady, Thomas Paterson, Armin Rappaport, 
and newl y-elected member, Lawrence Gelfand, were present as well as 
The Joint Executive Secretary-Treasurer, Lawrence Kap lan and Warren 
Kuehl . Also attending were Leon Boothe, Nolan Fowler, Wi ll iam Frankl in,.. 
Martin Sherwin, Norman Graebner, Warren Kimball, Fra nk Merli, David 
Trask, Roger Trask, Ralph Weber, and Samue l Wells. Dani el Helmstadter of 
Scho larly Resources, Inc., and Joyce Fa lk of ABC/Clio Press were also at 
the meeting. 

The annual report of the Secreta r iat, including the budget, was re
ce ived. (pages 13-18) . Warren Kueh I disclosed that Dr. Gerald and Myrna 
Bernath have created a Li ving Trust arrangement with SHAFR, transferring 
to the organization a $20 ,000 bond. Income from this bond wi ll be paid to 
the Bernaths during their I ifetime, and on their deaths the proceeds are to 
be used primari l y to strengthen the ex isti ng SHAFR awards in the name of 
their departed son, Stuart L. Bernath . 

The Membership Committee figures were submitted by the outgoing 
chairman , Leon Boothe. 

1976 New 1976 Total 

Regular 425 50 475 

Student and Emerit i 30 15 45 

L ife 14 5 19 

Regu lar, Non-U. S. 18 8 26 

Student and Emeriti-
Non-U.S. 5 6 

Institution 9 0 9 

TOTAL 497 83 580 

There were severa l inquiri es and suggestions regarding de l inquent mem
bers. 

John L. Gaddis, reporting for the Stuart L. Bernath Book Pri ze Com
mittee, stated that to date twenty books have been recei ved, three more 
than the total for last year, and that a fina l so l icitation will be made 
before the February 1 dead I ine. Members of the committee for the 1976 
award are Gaddis, Kimball, and Ronald Stee l. 
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Martin Sherwin, chainnan, presented a list of thirteen articles which 
the Bernath Article Prize Committee has been considering to date. The 
members are searching journals for more and always welcome nominations 
from SHAFR members. Sherwin noted that the first five articles may not 
adequately represent the fullest work of younger scholars, and Council 
approved a motion to change the number from five to seven scholarly 
articles, beginning with 1977. The rules for the award were clarified by 
specifying that brief notes or similar production will not be considered as 
within the "scholarly" number I imit. 

Sam Wells reported for the Bernath Speaker's Award Committee, 
revealing that Joan Hoff Wilson has been selected to address the SHAFR 
luncheon at the OAH meeting in Atlanta in April. She will speak on the 
topic, "Foreign Pol icy Trends Since the 1920's". Some concern was 
expressed over howthe Committee could obtain nominations from members, 
how good teaching on the part of a nominee can be determined, and how 
more lead time might be given so that the selected person can adequately 
prepare an address. It was finally agreed that the National Office should 
include a special nomination form in mailings to the SHAFR members 
which will include space for comment on the individual ' s qualities, and 
the Committee was instructed to report its nominee at an earlier date , 
preferably at the OAH April meeting each year. 

Nolan Fowler stated that Tennessee Technological University has 
agreed to continue its arrangement to pub I ish the Newsletter for two more 
years, and Council voted to approve a new contract with Dr. Fowler 
continuing as editor through December, 1978. The President was a I so 
instructed to appoint a committee to study future contractua I arrange
ments, to examine the question whether the presidential address after 
1978 is to be printed in the Newsletter or Diplomatic History, and to 
consider and report on other questions regarding the future of the News· 
letter. 

In the absence of Paul S. Holbo, who was the interim editor of the 
first issue of Diplomatic History, Armin Rappaport received the congratu 
lations of Council for the excellent quality of the journal. Dr. Rappaport 
affirmed that he continued to welcome quality articles. He has received 
twelve in the last three months plus nine which were transferred from Dr. 
Holbo. Five had been rejected and the rest were being reviewed. He ob
served that the journal was serving as the anticipated vehicle for younger 
scholars but remarked that he was receiving essays from " mature" ones 
as well. He again thanked all members of SHAFR who have been doing a 
splendid job in serving as referees. The Council agreed, in response to 
questions, that it had always been understood that the editor enjoyed the 
discretionary power to include research notes in, and to solicit review 
articles for, Diplomatic History. 

Daniel Helmstadter of Scholarly Resources, Inc. , was thanked for the 
excellent cooperation of his firm in producing a high quality journal, 
Diplomatic History. He reported that SHAFR' s first mailing consisted of 
610 copies. 
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Council form ally app roved th e SHAFR Summer Conference in Char
lottesv ill e, Va., after Roger Trask, the Program Chairman, reported th at 
his committee (Graebner, Merli, and Betty Unterberg er) had received an 
ample number of proposals of high quality. Norman Graebner read a sum
mary response from members to the ma i I inquiry which showed that of 
tho se responding 151 would attend or make every effort to attend; 90 were 
doubtful but would try; 38 co uld not attend; and 14 were not interes ted in 
summer conferences. Dr. Trask noted that programs for the OAH committee 
are also being deve loped. 

Warren Kimball inform ed the Counci I th at the Roster & Research List 
for 1976 i s v irtually comp lete and will be mail ed soon. Council agreed to 
advance whatever money is needed to cover the compilation and distribu
tion of th e publi ca tion " 

Larry Kaplan rev iewed the continuing qu es ti on of a roster of special 
ists in U. S. diplomati c history which co uld be c ircul ated to persons or 
aqencies interested in finding co nsultants. He noted that there was some 
dup I icatio n with the Roster, but some members sti II fe It another com~ 
pilation could be useful. David Trask observed that th e Historical Divisi on 
of the State Departmen t co uld make use of such a I is t beca use the edito rs 
of the Foreign Relation s se ri es sometimes needed adv ice. He ca utioned, 
however, that th ere co uld be problems because people consulted would 
require security c lea rance , and it opened questions rega rding the in vo lve<> 
ment of private scholars in publi c agencies. There was a general fe eling 
that it would be best to rely for the present on the Roster. 

Th e Committee (Graebner, chairman , Esthu s, and Gaddi s) es tabli shed 
to consider a revised guide to th e fore ign rela tions of th e United States 
rece ived comments from those present. It was in struc ted to co ns ider 
th ese and repo rt to Counci I by Wednesday at the business meeting or by 
ma il by th e end of January. It was further authori zed to formalize the 
t erms of an ag reement to be negotiated with the ABC-C lio Press. Joyce 
Falk, representing that company , responded to inquiri es rega rding th e 
anticipated scope of th e vo lume or vo I umes and what the press expec ted 
from the committee . 

Warren Ku eh I brought up the problem of the dues of inst itutional 
members. They currently pay $12.00 for which th ey essenti all y rece ive 
only th e Newsletter. The ir membership will not cover Diplomatic History 
for which they will pay a $25.00 fee . He recommended a reduced rate for 
institutional members , and Council ag reed th at the rate be se t at $30.00 , 
with $25.00 for the journal and $5.00 fur the Newsletter. 

Larry Kaplan rev iewed the term s of the grant under th e Nationa l His
torical Public ations Commission (see Newsletter, September, 1976, page 
21 ). He asked for formal approval of th e arrangement whereby SHAFR 
served as an intermediary, and this was given. 

Council then considered a rev ision of th e By-Laws and approved th e 
following changes: 
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ARTICLE I 

Section 4: (a) line 4 

" be supplied one copy of each issue of Diplomatic History and the" 

Section 5: 

change " six " to " three". 

Section 6: I ines 4-5 

"year in which application is received and dues are paid, except that 
dues paid after September 15 shall be applied for the following year " . 

ARTICLE II 

Section 5: (c) 

Six [number of members on CounciiJ 

ARTICLE Ill 

Section 1: I ine 4 

del ete " subject to the approval of the Council " 

Section 3: line 7 Insert after " member. " 

" He shall see that the By-Laws are printed periodically 1n the News
letter." 

Artie I e IV 

Section 1: (b) 

Six members, three year terms. 

Article V 

Section 2: 

Insert in place of last sentence: " The Chairman shall be appointed by 
the President for a term of three years. The Chairman and members 
may be reappointed for one additional term. " 
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Section 3 : 

The Program Committee shall consist of members in good standing who 
hold no other office in the Society, appointed by the President for a 
term of two years , except that for the purpose of establishing and 
maintaining a regular rotation th e Pres ident may appoint membe rs for a 
term of one year. Normally the President shall at the beginning of his 
t erm appoint two new members to the Committee and sha II des ignate 
one of those appointees to succeed to the Chairmanship at the begin· 
ning of the next Pres id ent' s term. 

(New) Article VI 

Section 1: 

Th e Editor of Diplomatic History shall be appo inted by th e President 
with the approval of th e Counci I for a term of five years. 

Section 2: 

The Editorial Board shall consist of the Editor and nine members no
minated by the Editor and appointed by th e Council. Members shall 
serve three years, excep t that for the purpose of establishing and 
maintaining a reg ul ar rotation members may be appointed for a term 
shorter than three years. 

Old Article VI becomes New Article VII 

Old Article VII becomes New Article VIII 

Sec tion 1: (O ld Article VII ) 

Replace second sentence with " Thi s shall be in conjunction with the 
Organization of American Historians ' annual convention. " 
Change " ' fifty " to " thirty "' . 

According to th e By-Laws , th ese changes must be circulated to the 
members for approval and the Secretariat was instructed to do so . 

Council next considered a concern expressed by Waldo He inri chs by 
mai I to Pres ident Divine about a State Department dec is ion to discontinue 
publication of th e Foreign Service List and restrict circulation of the 
Biographic Register. These actions were apparently taken in conformity to 
Congressional laws relating to privacy and a co ncern for the safety of 
fore ign service officers abroad. After di scuss ion , Council approved th e 
following reso lution as an exp ress ion of SHAFR' s co nce rn. 

WHEREAS: The Depa rtmen t of State ha s announced a restr icted circula 
tion of the Biographic Register and a decision to cease pub· 
I icati on of the Foreign Service List. 
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And Whereas : The data in these sources have proved indis
pensablefor individual and collective biographies of American 
diplomats, histories of particular missions and relations with 
particular counties, and for studies of the conduct of American 
foreign rei ations. 
And Whereas : Curtailment or elimination of these sources will 
inflict irreparable harm on scholarship in the history of Amer
ican foreign relations. 
Be it duly resolved that the Council of the Society for His
torians of American Foreign Relations urgently requests that 
the Department of State reconsider its decision and develop 
a I ternati ve procedures for security of its personnel. 

Raymond Esthus, President-elect, disclosed his nominations to com
mittees as follows ; Walter LaFeber to the Bernath Book Prize; Kenneth 
Shewmaker to the Bernath Speaker Award Committee; and Arnold Offner to 
the Bernath Article Prize Committee. 

Counci I members discussed the high cost of receptions at the AHA, 
OAH, and SHA meetings, for both room rent a Is and staff fees, pi us the 
cost to individual members , and it authorized the Secretariat at future 
conventions to rent a large hotel room, form a local arrangements com
mittee, purchBse needed items , and plan an informal reception , where 
feasible, where members will serve themselves and contribute a modest 
amount to recover costs. 

Warren Kueh I requested, and Counc i I authorized, the bonding of the 
Joint Executive Secretary-Treasurer if the cost is reasonable. He explained 
that because of the increasing amounts of money handled and the bonds 
held it is important to take this step. 

Resolutions of thanks were voted to Paul Holbo for his interim editor
ship of the journal , to Leon Boothe for his work as membership chairman, 
and to Dr. Gerald and Myrna Bernath for their latest gift and continuing 
confidence in SHAFR. 

Following the luncheon and presidential speech on December 29 , 
President Divine cailed the business meeting to order. He reviewed some 
of the milestone accomplishments of the year , especiaily the initiation of 
Diplomatic History, described the living trust created by Dr. Gerald and 
Myrna Bernath , and stated that he had created an advisory committee for 
the foreign relations guide. Roger Trask outlined plans for the summer 
conference in Charlottesv ille, including th e tentative dates of August 
20-21. Forrest Pogue informed members that the OAH program commit tee is 
planning a session on dissertations devoted to diplomatic history and 
asked members to submit the names of authors and titles and supporting 
data to Dewey Grantham of Vanderbi It University. 

Following the business meeting, members of Council (Borg , Cole , 
Divine, Esthus , Gaddis, Gelfand, and Rappaport) met and heard the report 
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from John Gaddis concerning the committee on the new guide to foreign 
relations. This consisted of (1) the announcement of the personnel of an 
advisory committee comprised of Norman Graebner, Chairman , Robert 
Divine, Lloyd Gardner, David Pletcher, and David Trask, and (2) an 
outline of its responsibilities. It is charged with selecting the supervisory 
editor and a board of approximately twenty contributing editors. The latter 
will be chosen in accordance with the designated fields to be developed 
by the committee. John Gaddis also voiced support for the basic concept 
of a guide which will contain around 7 ,000 items descriptively annotated 
in a one or two volume format. 

REPORT OF SHAFR SECRETARY· TREASURER, 1976 

The Society enjoyed a year of excejJtional development in 1976. 

The creation of a new journal, Diplomatic History, certainly merits 
first place in the report. It represents a dream of several years and the 
work of many persons. Special mention must be made of Robe~t Ferrell of 
Indiana University who chaired the planning committee, Jules Davids of 
Georgetown University who made the initial contact with Scholarly Re
sources, Paul Holbo to whom we owe the first i ssue, and President Robert 
Divine and Armin Rappaport who worked out many of the details. The 
Society is also indebted to Scholarly Resources, Inc. , for the firm ' s wi 11 -
ingness to underwrite this venture and its generous contractual arrange
ment which keeps our dues structure very reasonable. 

The Society continues to be indebted to Dr. Gerald and Myrna Bernath. 
This year they provided additional funds in the amount of $6 ,000 to provide 
income for additional awards i n the memory of th eir son , Stuart. An 
annual speaker ' s award of $300.00 and an annual prize of $200.00 for the 
best article on American foreign relations further serve to exemplify the 
standards of achievement represented by Stuart L. Bernath. The total funds 
held by SHAFRand contributed by the Bernaths now total $14 ,000. Through· 
out the year discussions with the Bernaths have proceeded regarding a 
Living Trust and the consolidation of the various gifts into one operational 
arrangement. Again, in 1976, we had an outstanding winner in the Stuart 
L. Bernath book competition with Martin Sherwin as the recipient of the 
$500.00 award. 

The Second Annual Meeting in Columbus, Ohio, was attended by over 
225 persons of whom approximately 80 were SHAFR members. This was a 
highlight of the bicentennial year. Because of its funding from the Ohio 
Program in the Humanities and a grant from the Gund Foundation through 
the Ohio Bicentennial Committee, this meeting was held at no cost to 
SHAFR. 
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SHAFR inaugurated a program in 1976 in which it served as an inter
mediary in a grant to Ms. IIana Stern for a National Historical Publications 
Commission fellowship w1th ass1gnment to the H1stoncal D1v1s1on of the 
Department of State's Foreign Relations Series . The grant of $11,000 is 
being processed through SHAFR. 

Structurally, SHAFR grew in 1976 with the creation of new commit
tees. These include a Bernath Speaker's Award Committee of three, a 
Bernath Article Prize Committee of three, and an Editorial Board of nine 
for Diplomatic History. These provide further opportunity for the member
ship to participate more fully in the affairs of the Society. , 

The attached budget reflects a sound fiscal situation. The total 
amounts are somewhat misleading because they include $8,000 yet pay
abl e to the NHPC grantee and the collection of two years' dues in one 
calendar year. Projections for 1977 indicate that the Society will be able 
to meet all bills and that the annual dues structure of $8.50 for 1978 will 
be sufficient to take care of needs through December of that year. Much 
of the sound fiscal situation of SHAFR is due to the extensive support 
supplied by the History Departments of Kent State and Akron Universities, 
which have absorbed nearly all of the operational expenses and many of 
the incidental costs. Much of any credit for the efficiency of SHAFR's 
operation may be attributed to Ms. Pamela Lagodich, who supervises the 
operation in the National Office. As usual we are also indebted to Ten
nessee Technological University for assuming all of the costs of pro
ducing the Newsletter and to Nolan Fowler for his editorship. Looking 
ahead, we see another year of significant development. A challenge of 
broad proportions confronts the Society in launching an updated version 
of a bibliographical guide to the foreign relations of the United States. 
We believe this will provide an unusual opportunity to involve the member
ship in a project of interest to us all. 

Respectfu II y submitted, 

Lawrence S. Kaplan Warren F. Kuehl 
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THE SOC IETY FOR HISTORIANS OF AME RI CAN FOREIGN RELATIONS 

1976 Budget Statemen t 

IN COME PROPOS ED ACTUAL 

Carryover f rom 1975 $ 829.30 $ 829.301 
Dues 2,600.00 5,996.50 
l ife Members hips -0- 850. 00 
Convention Income 500 .00 218.002 
Summer Conference (Columbus) -0- 300 .003 
Contribut ions -0- 198 .00 
Sal e of Mai l ing List -0- 120.00 
Transfer from Bernath Book Prize Account -0- 500.00 
Int erest 70.00 132.97 
Nationa l Historica l Publ ications Commission 

Fell owship Grant -0- 11 ,000.00 
Sa l e of Books -ABC -Cl io Press -0- 60 . 45 

TOTAL INCOME $3 ,999.30 $20 ,205.22 

EXPENDITURES 

Genera l Off ice 
Post age $ 300 .00 402.32 
Tel ephone (l ong Di stance 250 .00 46 . 40 
Off i ce Suppl ies 100.00 32.96 
Prin t ing 250. 00 219.48 

$ 900 . 00 $ 701.16 $ 701 . 16 

Execut i ve-Secretary, Council, Committee 
Travel $ 600.00 $ -0-
Counci l and Committee Expenses 150.00 71.11 
Convent ion Costs 

AHA 500.00 1,168.81 
OAH 200.00 57 .325 
SHA 200 .00 -0-
Summer Conference (Co l umb us) 200 .00 -0- 2 

Convention Speakers 300 .00 178.00 

2, 150.00 1,475 .24 $1,475.24 

Miscell aneous 
Ref unds , Overpayment of Dues $ 100.00 5.50 
Petty Cash 10.00 -0-
Bank Expenses and Deposit Box 5.00 6. 32 
Tra nsfer to Endowment 

Fi ve Li fe r1embershi ps at $125 .00 
Three l ife ~lembershi ps at $75.00 
Interest 132.97 -0- 982.97 

Sal e of Books-ABC-Clio Press -0- 60.45 
Nat iona l Historical Publ i cations Fellowsh ip -0- 3,000 .00 

$ 11 5.00 4,055 . 24 $4 ,055.24 



16 

SHAFR 1976 Budget Statement continued 

Bernath Prize 

Transfer to Savings 

Diplomatic History 
Subsidy 
Payment for Issues 

PROPOSED 

$ 500.00 

-0-

-0-
-0-

ACTUAL 

$ 500 .00 $ 500.00 

300.00 300.00 

750 .006 
-0- 750.00 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $7,781.64 

SUW1ARY 

TOTAL INC011E INCLUDI NG CARRYOVER 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

CARRYOVER FOR 1977 

$20,205.22 

7, 781 .64 

$12,423.58 

1. SHAFR's journal, Diplomatic His t ory requ ired a shift to an earlier collection of 
dues for 1977. Thus dues were collected twice in 1976. Memberships have also 
grown . 

2. SHAFR incurred expenses vthich appear under postage plus staff time for which it 
received compensation. These do not appear under convention costs expenditures 
because they were indirect and incorporated into other categories. 

3. These helped cover the expenses of the reception at the AHA in Atlanta. 

4. This represents a fell owsh ip granted to !lana Stern, which SHAFR administers. 
Of the total, $3,000 was paid in 1976 with the remainder of $8,000 due in 1977. 

5. The statement for the SHA meet ing in Atlanta in November has not yet been 
received. 

6. It was in itia ll y hoped that two is sues of Diplomatic History wou ld appear in 
1976. This did not mater ia lize. The su~sidy was paid, however, under terms 
of the contract with Scho l ar ly Resources, Inc. Thi s has been negotiated 
so that the $750.00 subsidy wi ll be credited for 1977. 



SHAFR 1976 Budget Statement continued 

ENDOWMENT AND SAVINGS ACCOUNT 

Balance January 1, 1976 
·Purchase of 7 l/2% Certificate of 

Deposit February 26, 1976 

Transfer to Savin~s 
Life Memberships (5 at $125; 3 at $75) 
Interest 

Balance as of December 15, 1976 

SU~1~1ARY 

Certificate of Deposit 
Savings Account Total 

Total Endowment and Savings 

STUART L. BERNATH BOOK AWARD MEMORIAL 1976 

January 1, 1976 Balance 
Interest Received from $8 .000 Bonds 
Interest on Savings Account 

Book Prize Award 

Balance, December 30, 1976 

17 

$1,327.60 

-1,125.00 

202.60 

300.00 
850.00 
132.97 

$1,485.57 

$1,125.00 
1,485.57 

$2,610.57 

$ 810.08 
600.00 
58.98 

1 ,469.06 

500.00 

$ 969 . 06 

STUART L. BERNATH SPEAKER AND ARTICLE AWARD FUND 

January 1, 1976 Balance 
Interest on $6,000 Bond 
Interest on Savings Account 

Balance, December 27, 1976 

$ 262.66 
495.00 
16.13 

$ 7.73. 79 
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PROPOSED 1977 BUDGET 

INCOME 

Late Dues for 1977 
Dues in November-December for 1978 
Life Memberships 
Interest 
Convention Income 
Carryover from 1976 

TOTAL 

EXPENDITURES 

General Office 
Postage and Mailing 
Telephone (Long Distance) 
Office Supplies 
Printing 

$ 1,600.00 
3,200.00 

-0-
130.00 
200.00 

12,423.58 

$17,553.58 

$ 500.00 
100.00 
50.00 

450.00 

Exec~tive-Secretary, Council and Committees 
Executive-Secretary Travel 500.00 

250.00 Council and Committee Expenses 
Conventions 

AHA (1976) 
OAH 
SHA (1976 and 1977) 
Pacific Coast Branch of AHA 
Charlottesville Summer Conference 

~tic History 
------payment for four issues 

(Subsidy for 1977 is prepaid) 

Miscellaneous 
Refunds, Overpayment of dues 
Petty Cash 
Banking Expenses and Deposi t Box 

TOTAL OPERATIONAL EXP ENSES 

200.00 
150.00 
100.00 
100.00 
300.00 

2,500.00 

150.00 
10.00 
7.50 

National Historical Publications Commission Fellowship 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES, 1977 

TOTAL AVAILABLE 
TOTAL EXPENSES 
CARRYOVER FOR 1978 

$17,553.58 
13,267.50 

$ 4,286.08 

$17,553.58 . 

$1,100.00 

$1 ,600.00 

$2,500.00 

$ 167.50 

$5,267.50 

8,000.00 

$13,267.50 
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CAVEAT COMPUTOR: BEWARE OF DROWNING IN THE FOURTH WAVE 

by 

Stephen E. Pelz* 

In a recent research note, "How Have State Department Officials 
(or Diplomatic Historians) Behaved? A View from the Computer," in the 
SHAFR Newsletter, VII, 3 (September, 1976), 12-17, Thomas Schoonover 
argued that the computer offers the most rei iable way to study the be
havior of American diplomats. While I admire Professor Schoonover's 
desire to bring more rigor to our discipline, I fear that an immediate rush 
to the computing center would be premature at best and self-defeating at 
worst. I have recently been trying to isolate a theory of war causation 
from international relations theory and from the findings of quantitative 
international politics researchers in an effort to sharpen the questions 
which diplomatic historians have traditionally asked about the causes of 
America's wars. As an innocent and well -meaning visitor to the field I 
have found international re lations theory fragmented and bewildering. If 
we are to explore this area successfully, we need to move cautiously. 

Perhaps a word of background is in order. In the article which Pro
fessor Schoonover recommends, "The Quantitative International Relations 
Scholar as Surfer: Riding the 'Fourth Wave,"' which appeared in The 
Journal of Conflict Resolution, XVIII, 2 (June, 1974 ), 345, Harvey Starr 
accepts Karl W. Deutsch's division of the advances in international 
relations studies into four waves: First came an interest in international 
law; next, theorists turned to diplomatic history for their grist; then, after 
1950, political scientists began to apply the insights of psychology, 
anthropology, and sociology to their discipline; finally, in the 1960's they 
began to use quantitative methods to amass and analyze data. 

The practitioners of quantitative international politics have spent a 
good deal of time and money bui lding data banks, but they have yet to 
produce any validated general theory. For example, they have concentrated 
on the study of conflict and war, but even a sympathetic reviewer I ike 
Starr claims only that they have created "islands of theory" which are 
beginning to mesh. Other reviewers, such as Robert M. Rood, and Charles 
W. Kegley in their article, "Explaining War and Conflict: A Review of 
Contemporary Studies," Historical Methods Newsletter, VII, 1 (December, 
1973), 25-29, agree with Starr that "there is no established 'paradigm' for 
the study and explanation of war and conflict" (see Starr, " The Quanti 
tative International Relations Scholar", p. 339 ). 

*Stephen E. Pelz is a member of the History Department at the Uni 
versity of Massachusetts /Amherst, and co-winner of SHAFR's Bernath 
prize for 1974. 
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There are a number of other difficulties as well. Even if the inter
national relations specialists had achieved a validated theory, they focus 
at a very high level of generalization, and diplomatic historians would 
have difficultv using their results to explain single historical events or 
even medium term policies. As Bruce Russett points out in Peace, War, and 
Numbers (Beverly Hills : Sage, 1972), pp. 9-11, specialists in quantitative 
international politics work on such macroscopic topics as "the character
istics of nations; the differences and similarities of a pair of nations; a 
subsystem of the global system, defined regionally or by capabilities; or 
even the entire international system". While diplomatic historians can use 
statistical methods such as content analysis to trace shifts in public 
opinion (see Melvin Small's "When Did The Cold War Begin?: A Test Of 
An Alternate Indicator Of Public Opinion", Historical Methods News
letter, VIII, 2 (March, 1975) , 61-73), they would have trouble using such 
an approach to explain President'Wilson's decision to call for war with 
Germany in 1917. Diplomatic historians cannot turn to quantitative met
hods to solve some of the more important questions which interest them. 

There are further obstacles to fruitful interaction which arise from the 
state of our own art (the fault actually lies more with us than with our 
friends in political science). Most diplomatic historians, myself included, 
are still just dipping our toes in Deutsch's third analytical wave. Only a 
few of us have progressed beyond the analytical trichotomy which Jerald 
A. Combs has demonstrated in his reader, Nationalist, Realist, and 
Radical: Three Views of American Diplomacy (New York: Harper & Row, 
1972). For example, Ernest R. May has applied theories of perception in 
his '"Lessons' of the Past: The Use and Misuse of History in American 
Foreign Policy (New York : Oxford U Press, 1973), and Akira I riye has 
used systems theory in his After Imperialism: The Search for a New Order 
in the Far East 1921-1931 (Cambridge: Harvard U Press, 1965). And even 
these distinguished authors advance their analyses tentatively, without 
stating their hypotheses in bold theoretica I terms. 

I strongly agree with Professor Robert L. Beisner who argued in his 
research note, "Diplomats, Diplomatic Historians, and Computers: A 
Note," SHAFR Newsletter, VII, 4 (December, 1976), 24-25, that we must 
ride a third wave of hypothesis formation before we advance to a fourth 
wave of directed quantitative research. Otherwise we will amass data to 
little purpose (random data in; random results out?). For example Profes
sor Schoonover might better explain why American international activity 
increased during the 1920's by using modernization theories which ex
plore the benefits andfrictions involved in growing international economic 
interdependence. Increasingly changes in the domestic economic pol icy 
of the United States have had significant effects on the forei~n policies 
of other countries and vice versa, a phenomenon which required inter
national efforts to regulate the growing international economy. For a 
wide-ranging discussion of this topic, see Edward L. Morse, Moderniza
tion and the Transformation of International Relations (New York: Free 
Press, 1976 ), pp. 1-21, 114-50. 
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After we have translated international relations theories into useful 
hypotheses, we can then use multiple case studies to test some of them, 
while using quantitative data analysis to test others. Only after we have 
taken these steps can we establish the continuous cycle of hypothesis 
formation--hypothesis tes ti ng~-theory refinement which comprises the true 
fourth wave. Furthermore, success in this effort probably requires a t eam 
approach, involving historians, model builders, and data analysts, for I 
do not think that Messrs. Schoonover and Beisner are correct when they 
suggest that one man can do it all. We will not succeed in achieving 
theoretical sophistication or higher standards of validity in our discip l ine 
unless we adopt a staged strategy of investigation in which historians, 
theorists , and computer specialists cooperate. 

CITING DEPARTMENT OF STATE RECORDS 

BY 

Gerald K. Haines* 

There are various guides and manuals which describe proper footnoting 
techniques and forms. Unfortunately, they dea l primarily with the probl em 
of properly identifying and c iting publi shed sources and manusc ript 
collections. Few describe the methods and procedures for citing archival 
materials and none exjJiain extensive ly the appropriate citations for 
Department of State records. 

The increasingly wide use of Department of State records in resea rch 
project s has pointed up the need for a standard guide to identify ade
quately these records. Too often the footnotes of today ' s books and 
articles contain misleading or inadequate information for the reader wish
ing to pursue the origina l documentation. 

Becau se of the vari ety and compl exity of Department of State mat
erials careful and accurate citation is essentia l to good schol arship. In 
c iting Department of State documents the writer mu st constantly rem ind 
himself of hi s respon s ibi lity to those readers who may wi sh to consult 
his sources. He would do well, therefore, to observe the foll owing guide-
1 ines. 

Record Groups and Depositories 

The most important item in identifying a doc ument among the reco rds 
of the Department of State i s the appropri ate Record Group. Without th i s 
vital bit of information the sea rcher and often the archivi st i s unabl e to 
locate the parti cular document. Record Groups wh ich conta in Department 

* Dr. Haines is a member of the staff in the Diplomati c Branch of the 
Nationa I Archives. 
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of State materials are: Record Group 59, the Gene ral Records of the De
partment of State; Reco rd Group 84, Records of the Fore ign Service Posts 
of the Department of State; Record Group 43, Records of International 
Conferences, Commissions, Expositions, and Committees; Record Group 
76, Boundary and Claims Commissions and Arbitrations; Record Group 
256, Records of the American Commission to Negotiate Peace; and Record 
Group 353, Records of Interdepartmental and Intradepartmental Committees 
(Department of State) . 

With the development of regional archives and Pres idential libraries, 
parts of the same record group may be located in several different de
positories . It is, therefore, also essential that the depository be indicated 
with each citation. In addition to the Nationa l Archives Building in 
Washington, D. C. , federa l archival depositori es include the Washington 
National Records Center, Suitland, Maryland, e leven Federal Records 
Centers located throughout the country, and the seven Pres identia I 
I ibraries. 

Genera I Records of the Department of State (Record Group 59) 

The major Record Group for Department of State materials is Record. 
Group 59, the General Records of the Department of State. This Record 
Group includes the central files of the Department. For the pre-1906 period 
this file contains primarily Diplomatic correspondence (Instructions, 
Despatches, Notes to and from foreign governments), Consular corres
pondence(lnstructions, Despatches, and Notes to and from foreign consuls 
in the United States), and Miscellaneous correspondence (Miscellaneous 
letters-- letters received from private individuals by the Department, and 
Domestic letters--cop ies of letters sent by the Department). 

For the per iod 1906 to 1910 the Depa rtment used a Numerical Fi le 
system for its central files. This file includes general correspondence 
with United States consular and diplomatic officers, foreign miss ions , 
delegates tv international conferences, commissions, and expositions, 
other government agenc ies, and individuals. 

In 1910 the Department began to use a decimal classification system 
for its cen tra l files, assembling and arrang ing individual documents 
according to subject and assigning dec imal file numbers. This basic 
system was used until 1963. 

Pre-1906 Records 

In general, c itat ions to ea rly Department of State records are s imilar 
to those used for hi storica I manuscript coll ections . For examp le: 
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Despatch, Consul Alexander R. Webb to Assistant Secretary of 
State Robert Wharton, July 26, 1891, Consular Despatches, Mani Ia, 
vol. 12, General Records of the Department of State, Record 
Group 59, National Archives, Washington, D. C. 

Letter, Secretary of State Wil l iam H. Seward to Mrs. Ca rol ine 
Sloane, May 13, 1862, Domestic Letters, vol. 57, p. 198. General 
Records of the Department of State, Record Group 59, National 
Archives, Washington, D. C. 

Shortened Forms 

Following the initial citation a shortened form should be used by 
inserting the symbol RG and the Record Group number in place of the fu l l 
Record Group title. In the above examples RG 59 replaces "General 
Records of the Department of State, Record Group 59," It should be 
remembered, however, when an item is fi rs t cited from a different Record 
Group, the full Record Group title and the new Record Group number should 
be given. 

The same procedure may be used for shortening the loca tion ci tat ion 
by including at the end of the first c itation a statement " Hereinafter 
records in the National Archives, Washington, D. C. , are indicated by the 
symbol NA." The suggested location reference for the General Archi ves 
Division, Washington National Records Center, Suitl and, Mary land is 
WNRC. The location reference for each of the Federal records center 
branches is the symbol FRC with the name of the c ity in which the records 
are located; i. e. , FRC Fort Worth. For Presidential libra ri es the President's 
initials may be substituted for the full c itat ion. For example, FDRL re
places "Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library, Hyde Park, New 
York." 

Using our exampl es from above, the second footnote would be short
ened to: 

Letter, Sec retary of State William H. Seward to Mrs. Caroline 
Sloane, May 13, 1862, Domestic Letters. vo l. 57, p. 198, RG 59, 
NA. 

Microfilmed Records 

Most of the ea rl y Department of State records have been re;:noduced 
in National Archives microfilm publica ti ons . The important po ints to rem
ember in identi fy ing Department of State mate ri a ls on microfilm are the 
publication number, roll number, and frame number. A proper c itation to 
microfilmed reco rds would provide the following information : 
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Despatch, Albert Gallatin United States Minister to France to 
John Ouincy Adams Secretary of State, January 4, 1819, Diplo
matic Despatches from U. S. Ministers to France, vol. 19, General 
Records of the Department of State, Record Group 59, National 
Archives Microfilm Publication M34, roll 22, frames 1-3. 

A shortened form may be used for additional microf ilmed records by 
adding an explanatory note; (Hereinafter National Archives Microfilm 
Publications cited as the publication number, roll and frame numbers ). 
Thus, the location of another document in the ·same series of Diplomati c 
Despatches, France, would be identified as: 

Despatch, Gal latin to Adams, May 21, 1819, M34, roll 22,frames 
39-42. 

Numerical File 

Documents from the Department of State Numerical File are easily 
identified if the proper Numerical File Number is included in the citation. 
For examp le: 

Despatch, Thomas C. Dawson United States Minister Resident and 
Consul-General at Santo Domingo to Secreta ry of State Elihu 
Root, September 3, 1906, Numerical File 27136, RG 59, NA. 

Decimal File 1910-1944 

Documents from the Department of State dec imal fil e system for the 
period 1910-1944 are also eas ily identified if the proper decimal number 
and document number are included. The decimal file for this period con
sists of nine primary classes numbered 0 through 8. Each covers a broad 
subject area: (0) General; (1) Administration of the United States Govern
ment; (2) Extradition: (3) Protection of interests; (4) International claims; 
(5) International -Conferences and Congresses; (6) Com merce and Trade; 
(7) Pol itical relations of states; and (8) Interna l affai rs of states. 

Subjects were further defined within each class and identified by a 
decimal file number. This number is followed by a slash mark( / ), which 
in turn is followed by a document number. The numbers after the slash 
mark were assigned to individual documents as they accumulated on a 
speci f ic subject. For examp le, a despatch from Joseph Grew United 
States Ambassador to Japan to Secretary of State Cordell Hull on Feb
ruary15, 1939, pertaining to Japan's "New Order" in Asia is found in 
decimal file 894.00/848. The citation would read: 

Despatch, Joseph Grew United States Ambassador to Japan to 
Secretary of State Cordell Hull, February 15, 1939, Department of 
State Decimal Fil e 894.00/848, RG 59, 1\A. 
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Following citations to the Department of State decimal file may be short
ened by adding the statement "Hereinafter Department of State decimal 
files will be cited as DS followed by the appropriate decimal number.'' 
The next citation to a Department of State decimal file might read: 

Telegram, Grew to Hull, January 24, 1939, DS 894.00/ 843, RG 59, 
NA. 

Decimal File 1944-1949 

In July 1944 the Department of State altered its classification system. 
While retaining the general primary classes, the Department changed the 
numbers after the slash mark to reflect the date of the document, Thus, 
each document no longer had a unique number assigned to it. This change 
requires the writer to add additional identification to his footnote in order 
to insure the proper citation. For example, a telegram dated October 23, 
1948, from the Department to the United States Legation in Paris relating 
to the Berlin crisis would have to include the telegram number in order to 
be identifiable. Such a citation would read: 

Telegram #102, Department of State to United States Legation, 
Paris, October 23, 1948, DS 740.00119 Control (Germany) / 10-
2348, RG 59, NA. 

The telegram number or an identifying statement as to the type of docu
ment referred to is essential for documents in this I ater period because 
there may be any number of them relating to a particular topic in the same 
file with the same date; 10-2348. 

Lot Files 

The increased use of Special Files or "Lot Files" has further com
plicated the citing of Department of State records. Lot Files are records 
maintained by offices, bureaus, divisions, committees, or individuals of 
the Department and have been increasingly used by researchers in their 
work. The Historical Offic e of the Department of State has also made 
increasing use of these files and referred to them in its published Foreign 
Relations of the United States series. These Lot Files present a special 
problem. The Historical Office follows no set policy in citing these Lot 
Files in Foreign Relations. Often the Historical Office merely refers to a 
specific Lot number. This number is attached to a file when it is retired 
to the Department's Foreign Affairs Document and Record Center. Upon 
transfer to the National Archives, however, these Lot Files are given a 
title and assigned a Record Group number. This information is essential 
when citing any Lot File held by the National Archives. For example, there 
are numerous citations in the Foreign Relations series to Lot File 60 D 
224 and to Lot 122. Both of these Lot Files have been transferred to the 
National Archives. Documents from Lot 60 D 224 should be cited as The 
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Records of Harley Notter, RG 59. Lot 122 has been assigned to Record 
Group 353, Records of Interdepartmental and Intradepartmental Committees 
(Department of State) and includes the records of the Secretary's Staff 
Committee, the Executive Committee on Economic Foreign Pol icy and the 
Standing Liaison Committee as well as a variety of other Departmental 
committees. The titl e and the Record Group number are necessary in 
identifying these records. For iII ustration: 

Memorandum, Har ley Notter, " Reasons for the Pa c ific High 
Commission, " April 3, 1945, Notter's Chronological File, April 
3, 1945--September 6, 1945, Miscellaneous Subject Fil es , The 
Records of Harl ey Notter, RG 59, NA. 

Memorandum , Dean Ach eson to Secretary of State Cordell Hull, 
"General Objec tives of U. S. Economic Policy with Respect to 
Germany," Pol icy Dec ision D-36/44, Executive Committee on 
Economic Foreign Pol icy, Records of Interdepa rtmental and Intra
departmental Committees (Department of State), Reco rd Group 
353, NA. 

Foreign Service Post Records (Record Group 84) 

Records of the Foreign Service Posts of the Department of State, Re
cord Group 84, are also often cited improperly. Thes e records constituted 
the fil es maintained at the various United States diplomatic and consular 
posts. Th ey are not part of the central fil es of the Department since they 
were never sent direct ly to the Department at the time of th eir creation 
but were retained at the post. The problem in properly identifying these 
records is primarily the omission of th e Record Group number. They are 
often confused with the General Reco rds of the Depa rtment of State (Re
cord Group 59). 

Prior to 1912 diplomatic and consular officers fil ed their correspond
ence chronologically under various categories such as Despatches to the 
Department, Instructions from the Department (these are, for the most 
part, duplicated in the central files of the Department, hence the confus
ion with Record Group 59), Notes to and from foreign governmental of
ticals, Commercial Correspondence, and Miscellaneous Letters sent and 
received. A proper citation to these records would include the following: 

Letter, Ludwig Fish er, Fernando Mining Company to Louis Kaiser 
United States Consul, Mazatlan, Mex ico , Oc tober 3, 1902, Mis
cellaneous Letters Rece ived, Consular Post Reco rds, Mazatlan, 
Reco rds of the Fore ign Servi ce Posts of the Department of State. 
Record Group 84, NA. 

In August 1912 the Depa rtment adopted a dec imal system for the 
diplomatic and consular serv ice similar to that already in operation for 
its central files. The system outlined organiz ed all consular and diplo
mati c communications dea ling with a particular subject in one file: Class 
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(0) Miscellaneous; Class (1) Administration United States Government; 
Class (2) Extradition; Class (3) Protection of Interests; Class (4) Claims; 
Class (5) Congresses and Conferences; Class (6) Commerce and Com
mercial Relations; Class (7) Relations of States; and Class (8) Internal 
Affairs of States. This dec imal file system combined the files of the vari
ous types of communications, previously bound as separate series, into a 
General Correspondence Fi I e. A proper citation to a letter found in these 
records would look I ike this: 

Letter, W. E. Chapman United States Consul at Mazatlan, Mexico, 
to Mr. W. C. Dunn Manager Hacienda de Ouinichis, Acaponeta, 
Nayarit, Mexico, January 11, 1925, General Correspondence Fil e 
852, Consular Post Records, Mazatlan, RG 84, NA. 

In addition, post records created prior to 1935 are, in general, found 
in the National Archives, Washington, D. C. Those created after 1935 are 
maintained at the Suitland Reco rd Center in Maryland. Careful attention to 
these detai Is wi II prevent confusion in the citing of diplomatic and con
sular post materials. 

These suggestions for the citation of Department of State records 
held by the National Archives are meant to clarify and standardize the 
citing of Department of State materials. Hopefully , they will serve as a 
reference guide to both the writer and the reader. 

SHAFR' S GOVERNING BODIES 

(1977 ) 

The date following a person ' s name indicates the year (at the end of 
December, in most cases) when that individual's term expires. 

COUNCIL EDITORIAL BOARD, DIPLOMATIC HISTORY 

John L. Gaddis (Ohio U) 1977 
Bradford Perkins (Michigan) 1977 
Joseph P. O"Grady (La Salle) 1978 
Armin H. Rappaport (U of Cai ~-

San Diego) 1978 
Robert A. Divine (Texas) 1979 
Thomas G. Paterson (Connecticut) 

1979 
Lawrence E. Gelfand (Iowa) 1980 

Armin H. Rappaport (U of Cal --
San Di ego) , editor 

Diane S. C lemens (Ca lifornia) 1977 
Warren I. Cohen (Michigan State) 1977 
Robert H. Ferrell ( Indiana) 1977 
Judith Hughes (U of C--San Di ego) 1978 
Michael H. Hunt (Ya le) 1978 
A k ira lriye (Chicago ) 1978 
Kinley J. Brauer (M innesota) 1979 
Paul S. Holbo (Oregon) 1979 
Robert F. Smith (Tol edo) 1979 



28 
COMMITTEES 

The person listed first in eac h instance is the chairman of that par
ticular committee. 

BERNATH ARTICLES AWARD 

Robert L. Beisner (Ameri can U) 19 77 
Charles E. Neu ( Bro wn) 1'l78 
Arnold A. Offner ( Bo ston U) 1979 

BERNATH SPEAKER AWARD 

Samuel F. Wells, Jr. (North Carolina-
Ch apel Hi ll) 1977 

Jonath an Utl ey (Tenn essee) 1978 
Kenneth E. Shewmaker ( Dartmouth) 1979 

NOMINATIONS 

George C. Herring, Jr. (Kentucky) 1977 
Warren I. Cohen (Michigan State) 1978 
PaulS. Ho lbo (Orego n) 1979 

BERNATH BOOK PRIZE 

War ren F. Ki mball ( Rutgers-Ne wark) 1977 
Ronald Steel (Yal e) 197 8 
Walter F. La Feber (Cornell ) 1979 

MEMBERSHIP 

Ralph E. Weber (Marquette) is chairman. The 
pe rsonnel of this committee will be carried 
in the June issue of the Newsletter. 

PROGRAM 

Roger R. Tr ask (South Florida) 
Norman A. Gr aebner (Virgini a) 
Betty M. Unterberger (Texas A & M) 
Fr ank Merl i (Queen's College, NYC) 

PERSONALS 

Armin H. Rappaport (former president of SHAFR and presently editor of 
Diplomatic History) will read a paper titled " United States Vi ews the 
Western Allian ce " in March at a meeting in Wi I ton Park, Su ssex, England. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Dav id S. Patt erson i s visiting assoc iate professor of history at Col 
gate Univers ity during the c urrent academic year. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Melvyn P. Leffl er (Va nderb ilt ) was on leave , 1975-76, at the National 
Archives and the Library of Congress to do resea rch upon th e topic, " An 
Analysis of Amer ica n Poli cy toward s France and Western Europe, 1919-
1933 . .. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
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Joseph M. Siracusa (U of Queensland, Australia) has received a grant
in-aid for 1977 from the Harry S. Truman Institute for National and Inter
national Affairs in order to pursue a study dealing with the intellectual 
origins of the Cold War. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Thomas Hartig, currently editor of Ohio History, scholarly journal for 
the Ohio Historical Society, has been named the new Curator of History 
for the Society. In this position, Dr. Hartig will be responsible for the 
Society's historic collections, administer the operation of the Department 
of History, and participate in the planning of exhibits. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Richard Harrison (Princeton) will be a member of the faculty at Pomona 
Coll ege as of September of this year. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Martin K. Gordon (History and Museums Division, USMC) read a paper, 
"The Congress's Own Militia," before a sec tion upon military studies at 
a meeting of the International Studies Association, held in the Mershon 
Center, Ohio State U, last October. Dr. Gordon has also recently written a 
historiographical article, "American Mi I itary Studies," which appeared in 
the fall (1976) number of American Studies International. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Bradford Perkins (U of Michigan and former president of SHAFR) was 
one of nine American historians who met with Russian counterparts at the 
second Sovi et-American Histori ca l Colloquium upon the campus of Stanford 
U, August 30-31, 1976. Two major topics were discussed at this meeting-a 
comparison of slavery in the United States with serfdom in Russia before 
the 1860's, and an exploration of U. S. -Russian relati ons over the same 
time span. 

* * * * * * * * *** 

A recent I isting by the AHA of its I ife members contai ned the names of 
these affiliates of SHAFR: Fredrick Aandahl (Department of State), Thomas 
A. Bailey (Stanford, emeritus), Kenneth J. Grieb (Wisconsin-Oshkosh), 
Paul S. Holbo (Oregon), E. D. Potts (Monash U, Australia), F. H. Schaps
mei er (Wi sconsin-Oshkosh), A. M. Schles inger, Jr. (Graduate Center, 
CUNY), Thomas Schoonover (Southwest Louisiana), and Joseph S. Tulchin 
(North Carol ina ). 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Two members of SHAFR, Marlene J. Mayo (Maryland) and Forrest C. 
Pogue (Smithsonian Institution), were members of the Program Committee 
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of the AHA which was responsible for planning the 1977 meeting of that 
body which will be held in Dallas the coming December. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

John F. Zeugner (Worcester Polytechnic Institute) is a Fulbright lec
turer in American history at Osaka University, Japan, during the current 
academic year. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Francis D. McCann (New Hampshire-Durham) is a Fulbright lecturer 
on comparative United States-Brazi I ian hi story at the University of Bra
silia, Brazil, during the 1976-77 academic year. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Robert McGeehan (New York City) has been appointed University 
Lecturer in International Relations at Oxford University, England. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Warren F. Kuehl (Executive Sec'y-Tr's'r, SHAFR) has sent to the editor 
a clipping of the New York Times for February 3. In the just ly-famed 
I etters-to-the-editor co l umn of that date are two ep i sties by SHA FR mem
bers: one by Richard W. Leopold (former president of SHAFR and current 
president of OAH) and the other by Stephen E. Pel z (U of Massachusetts
Amherst and co-winner of the Bernath Book Prize for 1975). Dr. Leopold 
defends the presidential library system, saying that " the most knowledge
able critics ... concede that, with all its shortcomings, it represents the 
best solution yet devised for managing the papers of recent chief exec
utives." Professor Pelz in his letter calls for aid from the new President 
and Congress to the end that the Historical Office of the State Department 
may produce the written record of American foreign affairs more fully and 
expeditiously. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

At the annual meeting of the Western Conference of the Association 
for Asian Studies which met at Flagstaff, Arizona, October 8-9, 1976, two 
members of SHAFR presented papers upon a pane l. Sandra Taylor (Utah), 
president of the Conference, 1975-76, read a paper titled " Miscegenation 
and the Missionaries : Racial Attitudes among the Congregationalists in 
Japan," while Frederick B. Hoyt (Illinois State U) presented one with the 
title, "The Golden Age of Missions: American Protestants on the Eve of 
the Chinese Revolution of the 1920s." Del iverinq critiques upon the 
papers were Linda M. Papageorge (Georgia State U) and Gordon K. Harring
ton (Weber State). 

* * * * * * * * * * 
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The following notes, all dealing with the Historical Office of the De
partment of State, come to our readers , compliments of Fredrick Aandahl, 
an employee of that Office and a member of SHAFR. Our readers will 
quickly realize after a perusal of these notes that the Historical Office is 
top-heavy with members of our Society! 

The Historical Office, Department of State, has been redesignated as 
the Office of the Historian. It remains in the Bureau of Public Affairs, 
David F. Trask is now the Historian, Fredrick Aandahl the Associate His
torian and Director of Operations Staff (OS}, and Arthur G. Kogan the 
the Adviser on Records Pol icy. Wi II iam Z. Slany and Edwin S. Costrell are 
Associate Historians for Western Hemisphere and Europe (WHE} and for 
Asia , Africa, and Pacific (AAP}, respectively. The functions and personnel 
of the former Historical Studies Division and Foreign Relations Division 
have been redistributed among the new units. WHE and AAP are respon
sible for preparing Foreign Relations volumes and research studies for 
their specific areas. OS is responsible for general research and reference 
work as well as editing and declassification. 

The Advisory Committee on Foreign Relations of the United States 
held its annual meeting at the Department of State on November 12, 1976. 
During the course of the day the members met with Secretary of State 
Henry A. Kissinger, Deputy Under Secretary Lawrence S. Eagleburger, and 
Assistant Secretary John E. Reinhardt , as well as with the staff of the 
Office of the Historian. The committee is now preparing its report, to be 
presented to the new Secretary of State, Cyrus R. Vance. 

David F. Trask, Historian of the Department of State , testified on 
January 12 before the National Study Commission on the Records and 
Documents of Federal Officials. He spoke on the functions and oppor~ 

tunities of historical offices in Federal departments and agencies. 

Wi II iam Z. Slany represents the Department of State on a joint U. S.
Soviet historical commission concerned with publishing the records of 
Russo-American relations, before 1815. Charles S. Sampson and Ronald D. 
Landa are assisting with the project. 

Ralph R. Goodwin and Helene L. De Long have retired from the Office 
of the Historian. 

RichardS. Patterson , who retired in 1965 as chief of the special stud· 
ies branch of the Historical Office, died at his home in Shickshinny , 
Pennsylvania on October 13 , 1976. He had largely completed his work on a 
history of the Great Seal of the United States (on contract with the De· 
partment of State, in cooperation with the American Revolution Bicen
tennial Administration). The work is scheduled for publication in 1977. 
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ABSTRACTS OF ARTICLES PUBLISHED , OR SCHOLARLY PAPERS 

DELIVERED , BY MEMBERS OF SHAFR 

(Pl ea se I imit abstracts to a total of fifteen (15 ) I ir,es of Newsletter 
space. The overriding probl em of space, plus the wish to accommodate as 
many contributors as po ssibl e, makes this restriction necessary. Don ' t 
send lengthy summari es to the editor with the requ est that he c ut as he 
sees fit. Go over abstracts carefully before mailing. If words are omitted, 
or statements are vague, the editor in attempting to make needed changes 
may do violence to the meaning of the article or paper, Do not send ab
stracts until a paper has actually been delivered, or an article has act
ually appeared in print. For abstra 8ts, of articles, please supply th e date, 
the volume, the number within th e volum e, and the pages. Double space 
all abstracts). 

Kenton J. Clymer (University of Texas at El Paso), " Humanitarian 
Imperialism: David Prescott Barrows and the White Man's Burden in the 
Philippines, " Pacific Historical Review, XLV (November, 1976), 495-517. 
Though the causes of American imperialism in the 1890s have persistently 
intrigued historians of Amer ican foreign relations, relatively few of these 
scholars have looked beyond the acquisition of territory to assess Ameri 
can colonialism in operation, nor have they explored sufficient ly th e 
motivations and attitudes of those Americans who actually went to th e 
islands. This articl e, based primarily on the Barrows papers in the Ban
croft Library, explores the ideas of on e important American colonialist 
who was in the Philippines from 1900 to 1909. From 1903 to 1909 he was 
general superintendent of education for the Philippines. The article con
cludes that whil e considerab ly more research is needed into the American 
colonial mentality a humanitarian , if profoundly paternalistic, attitude was 
very much a part of th e imperialistic impulse in the islands. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Frederick B. Hoyt (Illinois State U), " Protection Implies Intervention: 
The U. S. Catholic Miss ion at Kanchow, "Historian, XXXVIII (August, 1976 ), 
709-727. In evaluating the impact of missionaries of Sino-American rela
tions between 1925 and 1937, historians have generally stressed the 
intangible effect of missionary work on public and diplomatic opinion , 
citing particularly th e high visibility of Protestant institutions and the 
effect of solicitations for support. While direct influence is more difficult 
to determine, missionaries who remained in endangered posts could play a 
role in pol icy decisions beyond their numbers because of the State De
partment ' s obi igation to protect them. Such in fact was the case of the 
American Catholic Mission at l<anchow, Kiangsi, which saw its own ten
uous accommodation with moderate Chinese nationalists threatened by the 
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presence of Mao Tse-tung 's forces in southern Kiangsi, 1929 to 1932. The 
mission consequently appealed for diplomatic assistance in order to 
survive. Unable to order the priests to leave the province, the State De
partment was forced to pressure the Chinese government to protect the 
mission. Protection thus led to intervention. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Frederick B. Hoyt (Illinois State U), " The Open Door Empire Viewed 
as a Chinese Dynasty, " Austral ian Journal of Politics and History, XXII 
(April, 1976), 23- 25. By and large, American historians have sought a 
meaning for the Open Door through a focus on the Washington- to-Wall 
Street corridor. In contrast, modern Chinese schola1·s have insisted rec
ently that the Open Door must be viewed through a Chinese filter and as 
an extension of Ch inese domestic history. These two approaches can be 
merged as harmoniously as yin and yang provided one is wi ll ing to exam ine 
the Open Door from the perspective of Americans in China : the Open Door 
in a sense was the last of the Sino-fore ign dynasties to rule China , and 
as such can fit into the traditional Chinese historical cycle of rise, 
splendor, and fall. This essay focused on Shanghai, capita l city of the 
Open Door empire, wherein resided the technica l scholars, whose tools 
were capital and concrete. After 1925, the dynasty tottered before peasant 
revolts and, after 1932, before barbarian (i.e., Japanese) invasions. Saved 
temporarily because the ruling elite of Shanghai co-opted like-minded 
Chinese, in the long run the Op en Door emp ire fail ed to provide stability 
and order. Having thus lost the Mandate of Heaven, Willard D. Straight, 
Paul S. Reinsch, and George Bronson Rea are consequently castigated by 
the current dynasty's historians as more traditional Chinese historians 
have treated the evil and unscrumpulous Shih Huang Ti. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Frederick B. Hoyt (Illinois State U ), " The Lesson of Confrontation: 
Two Christian Colleges Face Chinese Revolution , 1925-1927 , " Asian 
Forum, VIII (Summer, 1976), 45-62. As symbols of Western imperi al ism , 
the Christian colleges in China were subjected to more critic ism during 
the Chinese revolution of the 1920s than any other f oreign interest, with 
the possibl e except ion of the equally visibl e gunboat s. The i< ey issue was 
whether the co ll eges would "register" w i th the Chinese government, that 
is, submit curri culum, and poss ibly insti tutional , control to th e dictates · 
of the Chinese. Canton Christi an Co II ege sought to ext ricate i tse If by 
meeting the Chinese demands so far as possible, whil e Yal e- in-China 
early invoked its treaty privileges. Ne ither option proved satisfactory 
when the revolution moved to the left. Each school c losed. The cri ti ca l 
factor proved to be the willingness and abi lity of th e Chinese government 
to tolerate the schoo ls and deflect anti - fore ign sentiment, not the at
titude of admini strators or their diplomats. Thi s was the lesson of the 
confrontations of the 1920s. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
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Howard Jones (U of Alabama) " The Caroline Affair, " The Historian, 
38 (May, 1976) 485·502. During the Canadian rebel I ions against the 
British Crown in late 1837, the Caroline, a privately-owned American 
steamboat whose owner was accused of illegally aiding the insurgents , 
was burned and sunk nea r Niagara Falls by Canadian volunteers under 
British command. Americans a long the New York -Canada border, already 
sympathetic with the rebels ' democ rati c goals , immediately demanded war 
with Britain. To con trol these border enthusiasts , Pres ident Martin Van 
Buren invoked the Neutrality Act of 1818 and ordered General Winfield 
Scott to the N iagara frontier. Fortunately, the British, deep in domestic 
and fore ign troubl es , did not wish war with the United States, while the 
American government, in the mea ntime remembering its problems at home 
and away, somehow managed to rest ra in the Anglophobes. Th e Caroline 
issue soon dropped from the international scene, but it caused trouble 
again in the early 1840 s when New York state authorities arrested a 
Canadian sheriff named Alexander Mcleod for complicity in the steamer's 
destruction (tr ied and found not guilty), and when Secretary of State 
Daniel Webster and British Special Minister Lord Ashburton had to bring 
about its final resolution through an exchange of dip lomatic notes before 
they cou I d negotiate th eir trea ty of 1842. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

William Dirk Raat (State University of New York, Fredonia), " The 
Diplomacy of Suppression: Los Revoltosos, Mexico, and the United States, 
1906-1911," The Hispanic American Historical Review, LVI (November, 
1976), 529-550. Based upon archival work in Mex ico and the United 
States, this essay described the police and intell igence activities of 
private and public interests in Mex ico and the United States which at
tempted to curtai I the practi ces of Mexican a li en radicals in the United 
States. In order to meet the threat of emerging revolutionary nationalism, 
domestic elites (represented in part by the government of Mexico ' s dic
tator, Profirio Diaz ) cooperated with foreign private and public interests 
to not only pacify the border, 'but to also suppress the political activities 
of anti-Diaz Mex icans in Arizona, Texas, California, Missouri, and New 
York. The two governments deve loped an elaborate spy structure consisting 
of private detectives, consular agents, embassy personnel, corporation 
lawyers, individual informers, judges , secret service personnel, mil i tary 
personnel, labor spies, and representatives from the Departments of State, 
Treasury, Justice, and Commerce and Labor. The pol ice methods used, both 
legal and illegal, not only continued an anti-revolutionary interventionist 
foreign pol icy, but created serious questions about the use (or misuse) of 
domestic agencies for foreign pol icy ends. 



35 

PUBLICATIONS IN U. S. DIPLOMACY BY MEMBERS OF SHAFR 

Charles S. Campbell (Claremont Graduate School), The Transformation 
of American Foreign Relations: 1865-1900.1976. Harper & Row. Cl. $15.00; 
pb. $5.95. New American Nation Seri es. Revi ewed in History, November/ 
December, 1976. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

F. Gilbert Chan and Thomas H. Etzold (Miami U), eds., China in the 
1920s; Nationalism and Revolution. 1976, New Viewpoints (Division of 
Frankl in Watts). Pb. $5.95. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Rich ard E. Dari lek (Herbert H. Lehman Coll ege of CUNY ), A Loyal 
Opposition in Time of War: The Republican Party and the Politics of 
Foreign Policy from Pearl Harbor to Yalta. 1976, Greenwood Press. $14.95. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Norman B. Ferris (Middl e Tenn essee), Desperate Diplomacy; William H. 
Seward's Foreign Policy, 1861. 1976. u of Tennessee Press. $12.95. 
Reviewed in History, November/December, 1976, 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Norman A. Graebner (Virginia and former president of SHAFR), The 
Cold War: A Conflict of Ideology and Power. 1976. (2nd ed.) D. C. Heath 
and Co. Pb. $2.95. Volume in series , Probl ems in European Civilization. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

David S. Patterson (Rice and Colgate) , Towards a Warless World; The 
Travail of the American Peace Movement, 1887-1914. 1976. Indiana U 
Press. $15.00. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Lisle A. Rose (Department of State), Roots of Tragedy: The United 
States and the Struggle for Asia, 1945-1953. 1976. Greenwood Press. 
$15.95. Reviewed in History, Jaouary, 1977. 

* * * * * * * * * * 



36 

Martin J. Sh erwin's (Princeton) A World Destroyed: The Atomic Bomb 
and the Grand Alliance which was published in a clothbound edition at 
$10.00 by Alfred A. Knopf in 1975 is now availabl e in a paperback edition 
at $3.95 from Vintage Book s (Random House) . 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Joseph M. Siracusa's (U of Queens land, Australia), ed. , The American 
Diplomatic Revolution: A Documentary History of the Cold War, 1941-1947, 
published in 1975 and ava il able previously only in Austra li a and Great 
Britain has now(1977) been repr inted by the Kennikat Press. Cloth , $12.95; 
paper, $7. 95. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Joseph M. Siracusa and Glen St. John Barc lay (both from U of Qu eens
l and, Australi a), eds., The Impact of the Cold War: Reconsiderations. 
1977. Kennikat Press . Cl. $12.50; pb. $6.95. Roya lti es from this work will 
be donated to the Daniel M. Smith Memorial Graduate Scho larsh ip Fund in 
American Diplomat ic Hi story, U of Colorado. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

J. Samu el Walker (Nat ional Arch ives) , Henry A. Wallace and American 
Foreign Policy.1976. Greenwood Press . $13.95. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Arthur Walworth (Free lance Hi sto rian ), America's Moment: 1918: 
American Diplomacy at the End of World War I. 1976. W. W. Norton & Co., 
Inc. $14.95. New York Times Book Rev iew, February 13, 1977. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Gerald E. Wh ee ler (San Jose State and former ed itor, SHAFR News
letter), The Road to War: The United States and Japan, 1931-1941. 1976. 
Forum Press. 16 pp. $1 .25. Th e Forum Series in American History. 
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SHAFR ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SHAFR will be represented in a prominent way at th e annual meeting 
of the OAH to be held in Atl anta , April 6-9, 1977. The Council will con
vene at 8:00 P, M. , Wednesday, Apri I 6, in the Whiteha l l Su i te (1st Floor) 
of the Marriot t Hotel , headquarters for th e Convention. The Boa rd of 
Editors of Diplomatic History will have a brea kfa st-meeting in th e Engli sh 
Suite of the Hyatt Regency , 7:30 A. M. , Thursday, April 7. That evening 
from 5:00 to 7:00 a reception wi II be he ld in Suites 1 and 2 of the Tara 
Ballroom at the Marr iott. SHAFR acti v iti es of a group nature will conc lude 
with a luncheon at 12:00, Friday, April 8, in the Pl antation Sui te (1st Floor ) 
of the Marri ott. Joan Hoff Wil son (Fe llow, Radel iffe Inst itute}, the re
cipi ent of the first Bernath Memori al Lectureship, will del iver a paper at 
this meeting, titl ed " Foreign Pol icy Trends Since 1920. " 

Richard W. Leopold (Northwestern Uni ve rsity and former president of 
SHAFR}, current president of the OAH, wi II deliver hi s pres idential add
ress, " The Histori an and the Federal Government, " in the Gra nd Ballroom 
of the Marri ott, Thursday , April 7 , at 8:30P. M. 

During the OAH Convention members of SHAFR wi ll pres ide over two 
programs , deliver five papers, participate upon three pane ls, and will ac t 
as commentators in five instances. On Thursday morning, Ap r i l 7 , Kenneth 
J. Hagan (US Naval Academy) wi II pres ide at a program titled " 20 th 
Century U. S. Di p lomacy: The Foreign Perspecti ve. " Joh n A. Thompson 
(St. Cath erine' s Coll ege, Cambridge U ) will speak upon " The Briti sh 
Perspective," whil e ian J. Bi ckerton (U of New South Wa les) wi II give 
" Th e Au strali an Perspect ive" at thi s sess ion. 

Joan Hoff Wi I son (Fell ow at Radel iffe Institute) w i II be reading two 
papers. On Thursday, Apri I 7, she ' ll present one titl ed, " Women' s Hi story 
in the Coloni a l and Revoluti onary Peri ods , " upon th e program, " The 
Hi storiog raphy of Women ' s Hi story. " Th e next day she wi ll g ive th e ma jor 
address at the SHAFR luncheon, as stat ed above. 

In the afternoon of Ap ril 7 Mart in Sherw in (Pr inceton and the rec ip ient 
of the Bern ath Book Pri ze in 1976) and Samuel F. Well s, Jr. (U of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill ) will appea r upon a panel , " The Hydrogen Bomb 
Dec is ion . " A t the same time Akira l r iye (U of Chicago and v ice president 
of SHAFR) will c hai r a sess ion t itl ed " The Po liti cs of th e J apa nese
American War. " Mar lene Mayo (Mary land}, Waldo He inr ichs (Temp le), and 
Warren 1. Cohen (Michi gan State) will be commentators upon th is occas ion. 

On Fri day morn ing A lonzo Hamby (Ohio U ) will be a paneli st upon the 
program, " Hi stori ans and Publi c Documents: The Report of th e Nat ional 
Study Commis s ion and Records and Documents of Federa l Offic i a Is." That 
afternoon, on the pane l sess ion, " Personal Dip lomacy and the Pres idency : 
Th e 20th Century, " Lloyd C.Gardner (Rutgers , New Brunswi ck) will di scuss 
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Woodrow Wil son, while Warren F. Kimball 's (Rutgers, Newark) topi c will be 
Franklin D. Rooseve lt. 

On Saturday morning, April 9, William 0. Walker, Ill (Ca l iforni a State, 
Sac ramento) wi II speak upon " The United States and the Trans formation of 
Mex ican Narcot ic Policy, 1936-1940" at the session, " Drugs and Dip
lomacy." Commentators at this program wi II be Arnold Tay lor (Howard U ) 
and Dav id M. Pl etcher ( Indiana). 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Unti I the publication gets its " f eet sol idl y upon the ground" the new 
SHAFR jou rnal , Diplomatic History, wi II not carry book rev iews. The ed itor, 
Dr. Armin Rappaport, does, l:lowever, welcome rev iew artic les. Such an 
arti c le would be one where in severa l recent publications i n a particular 
area of U. S. diplomat ic hi sto ry are described, compared, and eva luated. 
Two recent articles of thi s type would be Franc is Paul Prucha ' s "Books on 
Ameri ca n Indian Policy: A Half-Decade of Important Work, 1970-1975" 
whi ch appears in the current number (December, 1976 ) of the Journal of 
American History, and Andrew C. Hess's "Consensus or Conflict: The 
Dil emma of Is lamic Hi stor ians " which was carri ed in the October 1976 
issue of the American Historical Review. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

All persons who pa id dues for 1976 and all new membe rs for 1977 
should have rece ived the first i ssue of Diplomatic History. If you have not 
done so, p lease notify Warren F. Kueh l , SHAFR Nat ional Office, Depart
ment of Hi sto ry , University of Akron , Akron, OH 44325. That off ice is in 
the process of conso lidating all ma il ing l i sts into one and reprogramming 
thi s information for the computer to i nsure accuracy. The offi c ia ls th ere 
regret any inconveni ence and want to be sure no one is missed. 

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Over the l ast 15 years th e Hi stor ica l Off ice of th e Department of State 
has peri od ica ll y surveyed the publi c ava il ability of dip lomatic archives 
throughout the wor ld and has pub I ished th e res ults in the fo rm of a mimeo
graphed pub I icat ion for the use of interested researchers and institutions. 
These surveys were comp il ed pr imarily on th e ba s is of reports suppli ed by 
American di plomat ic miss ions abroad regard ing the pertinent poli c ies and 
practices of the governments to wh ich they were accredited. The current 
versions of thi s survey, which incorpora tes infonnation comp il ed over the 
l 'lSt two years, has been i ssued for th e firs t time i n print under the 
ausp ices of the Bureau of Public Affairs in th e Department of State . 
Copies may be obtained by writ ing to the Pub li c Co rrespondence Di v i sion, 
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Offi ce of Media Services, Bureau of Public Affairs, Department of State, 
Washington, D. C. 20520. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

As a resu It of a cuI tura I agreement between the United States and the 
Sovi et Union in 1973 (renewed in 1976), American and Soviet schol ars are 
work ing on the pub I ication of a volume of documents entitl ed Development 
of Russian-American Relations, 1765-1815. The volume will contain 
annotated materials from both American and Sovi et archives and I ibrari es. 
The editors and compil ers ofthe volume on the US s ide are assoc iated w ith 
the National Archives and Records Serv ice, th e Department of State, and 
the Kennan Institute for Advanced Russi an Studi es at the Woodrow Wilson 
Center; on the Soviet side, with th e USSR Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
the Institute of World History of the USSR Academy of Sciences, and the 
Main Archi va l Admini stration of the USSR Counc il of Mini sters. The 
editors on both sides have agreed to adhere to generally reco gni zed 
standards of histori cal research, to publish the full record based on 
scholarly objectivity, and to formulate procedures necessary to harmonize 
access rules so that schol ars may enjoy free access to documentation. 
The US editors would appreci ate any information on the location of un
published materi al s perta ining to Russ ian-Ameri ca n relations, 1765-1815, 
which could be i nc luded in the forthcomi ng vo lume. Pl ease contact Dr. 
Milton 0. Gustafson, Chief, Diplomati c Branch, Nati onal Archives and 
Records Service, Washington, D. C. 20408. (Th e other U. S. represen
tati ves upon this projec t are William Z. Slany, Department of State, and 
Frederick Starr of the Kennan Institute) . 

********** 

Hi stori ans and po liti ca l sc ienti st s interested in the app l ica tion of 
theori es and methods of the soc ia l sc iences to th e study of dip lomati c 
history have recently formed a steering committee for a network that will 
become part of the Social Sc ience History Association. This network will 
facilitate interchange between poli t ical sci entists who appreciate the 
need for more longitudinal work in the study of internati onal politics and 
hi stori ans who appreciate the need for grea ter ri gor and reproduc ib le 
evidence i n th e study of diplomatic history. Among other activiti es 
pl anned are the arrangement of panel s at profess ional meetin gs and a 
newsletter. Members of the network wi l l pa rti c ipa te in several of the 
ses sion s at the Socia I Sc ience History As soc iation co nference in Ann 
Arbor, Oc tober 21-23, 1977. 

The steering committee inc ludes , Me lvin Small, Wayne State and J. 
David Singer, Michi gan (co-cha irpeople), Naz li Choucr i , MIT, Al exander 
DeConde, Ca lifornia, Santa Barba ra, Kar l Deutsch, Harva rd, Paul Lauren, 
Montana , Ernest May , Harvard, Hara ld Von Ri ekhoff , Carleton (Canada) , 
Ri chard Rosecrance, Cornell, Pau l Schroeder, Illinois, Thomas Schoonover, 
Southwestern Loui s iana, Dav id Trask, State Department, Ra imo Vayrynen, 
Tampere (Finl and), and Samuel Willi amson , North Carolina. 
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Membership in the SSHA, which inc ludes a subscr iption to Social 
Science History, is $15 for faculty and $8 for students. Please address a I I 
membership requests to Jerome M. Clubb, Center for Political Studies, 
Box 1248, University of Michigan, A nn Arbor, Michigan 48106 and make 
certain that an interest in the diplomatic history network is noted on the 
request. 

BERNATH LIVI NG TRUST 

Through the generosity of Dr. Gerald and Myrna Bernath, SHAFR is the 
holder of an irrevocable living trust in perpetuity, dated December 26 , 
1976. This is in the amount of $20,000, with income to be paid to the 
donors as long as they are alive. Thereafter the income is to be used 
pr imarily to provide " add iti onal funds .. . for those prizes and awards 
estab li shed as Stuart L. Bernath Memoria Is. . .and to provide funds for 
such other purposes as are set forth . .. " The bas ic objective is the 
enhancement of " the ideals of scholarship and excellence of teaching as 
env i saged and exemplifi ed by the Grantor' s late , beloved son, Stuart L. 
Bernath. " It will be known as the " Bernath Charitable Rema inder Annuity 
Tru st. " 

Under the terms the income is to "be used to inc rease th e amount of 
any [current] award if the organi zation deems that such increase would 
maintain or enhance the prestige of the award; to provide reasonable 
transportation expenses to the Stuart L. Bernath Speaker; to assist fin
ancia l ly needy graduate students or younger scho lars, provided first that 
each year there remains unused income after the use of income in ad
ministering the Stuart L. Bernath Book Prize, the Stuart L. Bernath Bes t 
Articl e Pri ze, and the Stuart L. Bernath Speaker Award, that at least 50 % 
of this remainder income might be invested or deposited in banks for 
purposes of growth of this trust es tate; or for any other purpose related to 
such awards as the organ izat ion shall deem appropriate. " 
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The Stuart L. Bernath Annua I Memoria l Lecturesh ip was established in 
1976 through the generosity of Dr. and Mrs. Gerald J . Bernath, Beverly 
Hills , California , and is administered by SHAFR. The Bernath Lectures 
wi II be the feature at the luncheons of the Society, he I d during the con
ventions of the OAH in Apri I of each year. 

DESCRIPTION AND ELIGIBILITY: The lectures will be comparable in style 
and scope to the yearly SHAFR presidential address delivered at the 
American Historical Association, but will be restricted to younger sch
olars with excell ent reputations for teaching and research. Each lecturer 
will concern himse lf not specifically with hi s own research interests, but 
with broad issues of concern to students of American foreign relations. 

PROCEDURES: The Bernath Lectureship Committee is now soliciting nom
inations for the 1979 Lecture from members of the Society. (The name of 
the 1977 recipient of the Lectureship is given below. The 1978 award 
winner will be announced in the near future). Nominations, in the form of 
a shor,t letter and curriculum vitae, if available, should reach the Com
mittee not later than December 1, 1977. The Chairman of the Committee, 
and the person to whom nominations should be sent, is Dr. Samuel F. 
Wells , Jr., Department of History, University of North Carol ina , Chapel 
Hill , North Carolina 27514. 

HONORARIUM: $300.00 with publication of the lecture assured 1n the 
Society' s Newsletter. 

AWARD WINNER 

1977 Joan Hoff Wilson (Fellow, Radcliffe Institute) 
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THE STUART L. BERNATH MEMORIAL PRIZE FOR THE BEST 

SCHOLARLY ARTICLE IN U.S. DIPLOMATIC HISTORY DURING 1977 

The Soci ety for Historians of American Foreign Rela t ions announces 
that the 1978 competi tion for the best pub! ished article on any aspect of 
American foreign re lat ions is open. The purpose of the award is to re
cognize and to encourage distinguished research and writing by young 
scholars in the fi eld of U. S. diplomati c affairs. 

CONDITIONS OF THE AWARD 

ELIGIBILITY: Prize compet ition is open to the author of any article upon 
any topic in American foreign relations that is published during 1977. The 
article must be among the author's first seven (7) which have seen pub-
1 ication. 

PROCEDURES: Articl es shall be submitted by the author or by any member 
of SHAFR. Five (5) cop ies of each article (preferably reprints ) should be 
sent to the chairman of the Stuart L. Bernath Article Prize Committee by 
January 15, 1978. The Chairman of that Committee for 1977 is Dr. Robert 
L. Beisner, Department of History, American University, Washington, 
D. C. 20016. 

AMOUNT OF AWARD: $200.00. If two (2) or more authors are considered 
winners, the prize wi II be shared. The name of the successful writer(s ) 
wi II be announced, along with the name of the vi ctor in the Bernath book 
prize competition, during the lunc heon for members of SHAFR, to be held 
at the annual OAH convention, meeting in April, 1978, at New York City. 
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THE STUART L. BERNATH MEMORIAL BOOK COMPETITION FOR 1978 

The Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations announces 
that the 1978 competition for the Stuart L. Bernath Memorial Prize upon a 
book dealing with any aspect of American foreign affairs is open. The 
purpose of the award is to recognize and to encourage distinguished re· 
search and writing of a lengthy nature by young scholars in the field of 
U. S. diplomacy. 

CONDITIONS OF THE AWARD 

ELIGIBILITY: The prize competition is open to any book on any aspect of 
American foreign relations that is published during 1977. It must be the 
author's first or second book. 

PROCEDURES: Books may be nominated by the author, the publisher, or by 
any member of SHAFR. Five (5) copies of each book must be submitted 
with the nomination. The books should be sent to : Dr. Warren F. Kimball, 
Chairman, Stuart L. Bernath Book Prize Committee, Department of History, 
Rutgers University (Newark}, Newark, New Jersey 07102. The works must 
be received not later than February 1, 1978. 

AIVIOUNT OF AWARD: $500.00. If two (2) or more writers are deemed 
winners, the amount will be shared. The award will be announced at the 
luncheon for members of SHAFR, held in conjunction with the annual 
meeting of the OAH which will be April, 1978, in New York City. 

PREVIOUS WINNERS 

1972 Joan Hoff Wilson (Sacramento) 
Kenneth E. Shewmaker (Dartmouth) 

1973 John L. Gaddis (Ohio U) 

1974 Michael H. Hunt (Yale) 

1975 Frank D. McCann, Jr. (New Hampshire) 
Stephen E. Pelz (U of Massachusetts·Amherst) 

1976 Martin J. Sherwin (Princeton) 
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GUIDELINES FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO DIPLOMATIC HISTORY 

Diplomatic History i s a new quarterly journal, sponsored by SHAFR 
and published by Scholarly Resources, Inc., which is devoted to scholar
ly articles in the field of American diplomatic hi story broadly conce ived. 
Th e journal will incl ude contribu tions that dea l not only with the fore ign 
policy of theU nited States but with th e ex tensive fore ign re lation s of th e 
Ameri can nati on--cultural, economic, and intell ectual. Priority will be 
given to arti c les th at make a si gn ifi can t scho larly contribution e ith er by 
presenting new ev idence and exploiting new so urces or by offering new 
interpretations and perspect i ves . Preference w i ll be given to manu sc ri pts 
that illuminate broad themes in the American diplomatic experi ence , but 
articles th at deal intens i ve ly with spec ifi c historical events are we i ~ 
corn ed if th ey cast light on more centra l i ssues. 

The journal i s not des ign ed to reflect any singl e ideo logical vi ew
point. Arti c l es by thos e who cons ider th emse l ves traditionalists, re
visionists, reali st s, moralists or genera li sts will rece ive an equal ly 
imparti a l rea ding. Th e so le obj ec tive i s to further scholarly d iscourse 
among diplomatic h i stor i ans and to pro v ide them with a new outl et for 
th eir resea rch and writing. 

All manu script s shou ld be submitted in duplicate, with th e auth o r's 
name , affiliation and address on a separate cover page . Each manu sc ript 
should be typed in a doubl e-spaced f ash ion on standard s i ze paper, and 
th e note s should be t yped sepa rate ly, in sequence, a t the end of th e 
manuscript. All th e notes should follow the style of the Journal of 
American History. 

All manuscripts should be submitted to: 

Dr. Armin Rappaport 

Editor , Diplomatic History 
Department of Hi story 
U of California (San Di ego) 
La Jolla, California 92093 
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SHAFR ROSTER AND RESEARCH L 1ST 

PI ease use thi s form to regis ter your general and current research 
int eres ts as well as your address. This List is stored upon computer 
tapes so that inform ation m<~y be quickly retri eved. In order for the sys
tem to work, though. two things are necessary from th e members: (a) 
simpl e, concise, obvious titles should be used in describing projects; 
(b) a key word should be specified for ·each project.. It would be quite 
helpful if members would send rev ised information to the editor wh enever 
new data is available, since it will be much easier to keep th e fil es up 
to date and avoid a rush in the fall . If a form is not available, a short 
memo will suffice. Changes which pertain only to addresses should be 
sent to the Executive Secretary, and he will pass them on to the editors 
of the List and the Newsletter. Unless new data is submitted, previous
ly listed 1esearch projects will be repeated. 

Name: _____________ T itle: ------------

Address-----------------------------------

State:---------Z ip Code------Institutional Affiliation 

(if different from address)-----------------

General area of research interest : ________________ _ 

-------------------------------Key word-------

Current research proJect(s) : -------------------

------------------" ey word( s)------

If this is pre-doctoral work, check here-----

Mail to: Dr. W. F. Kimball, editor 
SHAF R R & R List 
Department of Hi story 
Rutgers University, Newark 
Newark, New Jersey 07102 
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POLL ON SHAFR SUMMER CONFERENCE 

The responses of the SHAFR membership to the poll of November, 
1976, with respect to a summer conference indicated a generally favorable 
attitude. In that rega rd it para ll eled a survey of over five years ago. 

Of those responding, 26 said they would attend the meeting be ing 
planned for Charlottesville, Vi rg ini a, in 1977, 128 reported they would 
" make every effort to attend," 94 observed th ey wou.ld I ike to go but 
doubted whether they co uld do so, and 39 said they could not attend. 
Fourteen reported no interes t in summer conferences. 

Th e comments were especially helpful, even though suggestions at 
times cancel I ed ea ch other. Some preferred I arge cities; others thought 
campus locations ideal. Responders did, however, indicate a special 
preference for the Washington, D. C. area where they could combine 
research with a meeting, an item which had emerged as a dominant fea 
ture in the earlier poll. Individuals from the Far West especially asked 
about organizing a conference in that part of the country , a point which 
made th e National Office aware that perhaps SHAFR should at least plan 
receptions at the Pacific Coast Branch meetings of the AHA. 

A number of peopl e referred to tight budgets which restrict travel , a 
concern which makes it imperative to keep expenses of rooms and meals 
as low as possible when conferences are held. 

Finally , there were widespread variations in suggestions for the ideal 
t ime. Some persons argued against th e summer because it cut into family 
vaca tions and summer teaching; some preferred meeting ea rli er and others 
I ater. 

Th e comments were helpful, however, and they may result in ta ctical 
efforts to make the sessions in Charlottesville more inviting. Facilities 
will be avai lab le fo r families as we ll as for individuals , and plans are 
being exp lo red about chartering a bus for trave l between Charlottesville 
and Washington , D. C., to make th e trip more convenient. Details will be 
sent to members with information and reservation forms as soon as the 
program is organ ized . 
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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 

From time to time the editor of SHAFR has been asked why the News
letter does not carry lists of materials (documents, oral interviews, manu
scripts, etc.) in the diplomatic realrn which have recently been dec lass
ified and are , therefore, open to researchers. The reason is a two-fold one. 
Since the Newsletter is usually limited to 40 pages per issue, space would 
not be available 90 % of the time to run such material. Secondly, this 
material is available, to some degree at least, from other sources. One of 
the best of these is the News Notes, published by the National Archives 
and Record Service , Washington, D. C. 20408, four times a year. It lists 
recent declassifications of material not only at the National Archives 
itself, but at all the presidential libraries. Additionally, most, if not all, 
of the presidential I ibraries supply without charge a I ist of the files in 
which material has been opened for research . (Example: Franklin D. 
Roosevelt Library, Hyde Park, N.Y . 12538). 

It is the understanding of the editor that I ists of recently declassified 
material are available with no charge from each of the armed services--for 
those who are interested in mi I itary-diplomatic history. Thus, those who 
are interested in naval affairs should write to the Director of Naval His
tory, Washington Navy Yard, Washington, D. C. 20374. 

The publications of the larger historical societies, such as the AHA 
and the OAH, list accessions and declassifications of material, although 
these I ists are not comprehensive. The AHA Newsletter for November, 
1975, for instance, devoted over a page to those materials which have 
been opened for use at the presidential libraries, as well as the National 
Archives. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Occasionally someone complains that the Newsletter does not reach 
him/ her within "a reasonable time." The trouble lies in the fact that, 
except for a few officials of SHAFR, the publication is sent to members at 
bulk rates, 3rd class . The cost per copy at this rate is the magnificent 
sum of two cents! Thus, it costs only eight cents a year to send all 
copies of the Newsletter to each U, S. member. (Overseas mailing is 
another problem). But third class mail is slow, slow, slow--as many mem
bers have discovered. In contrast, it costs $1.60 a year to send four 
issues of the Newsletter by first class mail in this country. But firstclass 
is fast. Hence, if anyone wishes to pay the difference of $1.52 and receive 
the publication by first class send a check for that amount, made to "Ten
nessee Tech," to the office of the editor. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
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The Newsletter, like all periodical publications , faces the probl em of 
partially-blank pages at one time or another. The things that are obviously 
needed in such instances are fillers, but what type of fil lers? The editor 
has cudgel ed his head for a long time over this problem. A solution to this 
vexing matter was suggested to him at the recent AHA meeting by Dr. 
Robert H. Ferrell (Indiana), a former pres ident of SHAFR. Every professor, 
he said, encounters "howlers," "boners ," "boo-boos , " or whatever, by 
his/her students, especially whil e grading papers. Why not run them? 

Well, they would meet a need, and th ey would also add some humor to 
often stodgy issues. So , all right, members, if you have any "gems" of 
this nature, send them to the editor. They'll have to pertain to U. S: 
diplomatic history, and they'll have to be short. You will receive credit 
for your "contribution( s )." 






