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Womack drops out of gubernatorial race

By Jason Cox
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In the past few years, cell phone usage
has skyrocketed and the MTSU cam-
pus is no different. Some professors
see a ringing cell phone as disruptive
to the learning environment.

Ed Kimbrell, professor of journalism,
said he believes the university’s admin-
istration needs to take action and ban
phones from the classroom.
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WORLD BRIEFS

Obesity becoming problematic in the world’s
most remote regions, AAAS says

BOSTON (AP) — Obesity is joining and even surpassing malnu-
trition as a dietarv concern in some of the farthest reaches of the
planet, experts warned Saturday.

Weight problems have long been recognized as a health hazard
in the United States, Europe and other industrialized places, but in
recent years the same worries have begun to emerge in many less
well-off places

At the annual meeting of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science, biological anthropologists documented
this trend, both in people who migrate to wealthy countries and in
those who stay put.

“Obesity has penetrated the remotest places on Earth,” said
Stanley Ulijaszek of the University of Oxford, adding that too little
food, however, is still a more important concern than too much

A recent Vatican conference concluded that about 800 million
people worldwide are underfed, whilc the International Obesity
Taskforce estimates that 300 million are obes

Peacekeepers fired on for first time in
Afghanistan; civilians report shooting death
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Dozens of bodies found in shed:
behind rural crematory, man arrest
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Scores of bodies were
tered on a 10-acre site around tl
corner.
The owners of Tri-State Cremator
turned over their records to authorit | | yperating
Walker County chief deputy Hill Morriso
The couple’s son, Ray Brent Marsh, 2 rrested Saturday

evening and charged with theft by deception, a felony. He w
held without bond.

Officials said the number of bodies could reach the hundreds.

s being

Investigators had found at least 80 bodies on the property behind
Tri-State Crematory and were still finding others Saturday evening,
said John Bankhead, a spokesman for the Georgia Bureau of
Investigation
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Grenade blasts in southern Philippines as U.S.
military steps up presence

TABIAWAN, Philippines (AP) — Grenade blasts ripped through
2 market and a movie theater in the southern Philippines Saturday,
killing at least five people as more U.S. troops arrived under tight
security to join a growing American force on a new front in the
L.ll]]}‘.ligll against terrorism.

I'he blasts — one a few miles from a base where U.S. military per-
sonnel are staying — underscored dangers they could face while
advising and training Philippine troops fighting the Abu Sayyaf, a
Muslim rebel group U.S. officials say has been linked with al-Qaida.

Two C-130 transport planes with about 40 special forces troops
aboard flew in from Okinawa, Japan, the second landing on a dark
ened runway in Zamboanga city with its lights extinguished

I'he soldiers are joining 250 Americans already in Zamboanga
for a six-month exercise focusing on Basilan, an island about 20
miles south of /Jmlul.ng where the gllcrl‘i“‘l\ have been l\nlding
in American missionary couple captive for months.

Explosion kills three in West Bank mall; four
Palestinians killed in Gaza and West Bank

\RNEI SHOMRON, West Bank (AP)
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e Students who compete must be undergraduate College
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For more information or to pre-register for seminars or

Academy Awards. Surely, it was a sign that Hollywood's top honors
finally were catching up with the nation’s cultural diversity

That was for 1972, though. It took 29 years for it to happen again

with Halle Berry in “Monster’s Ball;” Will Smith in “Ali” and
Denzel Washington in “Training Day™ getting
2001,

Rarely a standard-bearer for racial inclusion, the Oscars offer
possibly their highest profile ever for black performers next month.
Besides the three acting nominations, Whoopi Goldberg, one of

nominations for

onlv two black women to win an acting Oscar, returns as host.

Sidney Poitier, the only black to carn a lead-acting Oscar, receives
an honorary award for lifetime achievement

Black advocates like the lincup for the Oscars on March 24 but
hesitate to say it marks a turning point for an awards ceremony tra-

ditionally dominated by white performers

Zimbabwe throws out Swedish European
Union election mission leader

HARARE, Zimbabwe (AP) — Zimbabwe's government forced
Europe’s top election observer to leave the country Saturday, deep-
ening a dispute with the Furopean Union that threatens to further
isolate the southern African country.

Zimbabwe had refused to recognize Pierre Schori, Sweden’s
ambassador to the United Nations, as head of the 150-member
European observer mission for March 9-10 presidential elections in
which President Robert Mugabe faces the biggest challenge yet to
his 22-year hold on power

Zimbabwean officials only granted Schori a two-week tourist
visa when he entered the country on Feb. 10. But Schori said immi-
gration officials canceled his visa as of midnight Saturday after “the
government had decided that I must leave today.”

Bush, on three-nation trip to Asia, says US will
not let North Korea threaten freedom

ELMENDOREF AIR FORCE BASE, Alaska (AP) — In a star-span-
gled send-off, President Bush told hundreds of fatigue-clad U.S.
soldiers Saturday that “America will not blink™ in the fight against
terrorism and Osama bin Laden. He vowed to bring that message to
\\i.l_

Amid cheers of “USA! USA!", the commander in chief made a
quick refueling stop at this snowy Air Force base to rally U.S. troops
and headline a $400,000 fund-raiser for the Alaska Republican
Partv. He was leaving from here for a three-nation Asian trip to
lapan, South Korea and China that ends Friday.

In a cavernous fighter jet hangar, Bush pledged to tell his global
ounterparts, kil

tand for o.“..l m

r vou're with us or you're against us. Either you
ir you stand for tyranny. And the good news is
M1 hay ¢ ,'\| ll'l' messagee
University of Miami linebacker killed in car
wccident, passenger in stable condition
LES, | \P University of Miami linebacker
in the Hurricanes national championship
ident early Saturday
ontrol of his car and hit a tree,
1 the car, Joel Rodriguez, was in stable
femorial Hospital in Miami. No other car
imvolved in the accident near the school’s
mpbell, of NMount Pleasant, Texas, was a sen-
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Saxual healing
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Saxophone professor Don Aliquo performs with
the Middle Tennessee Jazz Orchestra, which
ked singer Ernestine Anderson during her

o

ince on campus Thursday.
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Staff reports

Journalist Acel Moore will
head a panel on race relations
in the newsroom today.

The panel, “Race in the
New Century: A View From
the Newsroom” will be held
from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. in the

i State Farm Auditorium of the
Business and Aerospace
Building.

Joining Moore will be
Tennessean writer Dwight
Lewis, NewsChannel 5

L
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Graduation

By Yictoria Cumbow
Staff Writer

"‘H]Hl;‘\ “I‘\lé\\"-)l' IS spoi
soring a Grad Fair this week for
spring graduates

I'he main focus of the fair is
for graduating seniors to be fit
ted for caps and gowns as well

as order mvita

Hll

case different departments on

personalized
tions fair also will show
campus to assist seniors in the
graduation process.

[here will be representatives
from five other campus offices
to help prepare seniors

Alumni will be
present to give out information

Relations
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founded The Assertor, a multi-
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Race diversity panel today in BAS

remains in print.
Moore, who is currently a

columnist and Editorial
Board member at the
Philadelphia  Inquirer, has

been at the Inquirer for 40
years. He won a Pulitzer Prize
there in the 1970s.

The event is sponsored by
the John Seigenthaler Chair of
Excellence in First
Amendment Studies and is
part of MTSU’s Black History
Month activities. ¢

Phone: Some professors want phone ban
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on alumni events in the future
that students will be able to par
ticipate in.

Graduate Studies
inform

will be
there to
how to pursue further educa
tion if they wish.

Institutional
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Effectiveness

will be on hand to make sure

students have taken all the tests

required to graduate.

'he Career and Employment

Center will show students how
to perfect their resumes and
how to effectively look for jobs

The Records Office also wil
be on hand to take care of stu

dents’ accounts and transcripts.

In addition to these campus
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Jury to hear Yates trial today

By Pam Easton
Associated Press Writer

HOUSTON (AP) — The fate
of Andrea Yates hinges on
whether the jurors who start
hearing evidence Monday will
believe she knew the difference
between right and wrong when
she drowned her five young
children in their bathtub, then
called 911 and told police what
she had done.

The 37-year-old woman
faces two capital murder
charges in the June 20 deaths of
three of her five children, rang-
ing in age from 7 years to 6
months.

Defense attorneys say the
former nurse turned stay-at-
home mom is innocent by rea-
son of insanity. They will try to
prove that she suffered from a
severe mental disease or defect
which prevented her from
knowing that holding her chil-
dren beneath water until they
could no longer breathe was
wrong

‘We know that drowning
children is wrong,” defense
attorney George Parnham said
jury selection.
“Objectively, we could all sit

during

here and say those actions are
wrong, but you're going to be
a\kcd o
through her eves

view those actions

Legal say he could

face a difficult job during the

"\P("f\

ected to last

rime like
| think
1I¢ ;li\L"\
disin-
'-.‘.‘.il\.‘
Brian

tal

Sidelines is seeking a Student
Government Association reporter.
To apply, come by JUB 310.

Before jurors get to hear evi-
dence about Yates mental state
at the time of the drownings,
they will hear the details of the
case, including the 911 call Yates
placed after she drowned the
last child, Noah, 7, whose body
was discovered face down in a
bathtub half full of water.

They also will hear the con-
fession Yates gave to police
when they arrived at her door,
how the officers found the
youngest four children’s wet
bodies on a bed covered with a
sheet, and a taped interview that
followed her arrest.

Prosecutors also will likely
point to testimony from Yates’
competency hearing that she
made the decision to drown her
children the night before, and
that after her husband left for
work she drowned her children
one at a time before her moth-
er-in-law was to arrive.

“All of this indicates this
wasn't a spur of the moment
act,” trial consultant Stacy
Schreiber said. “But again, it
goes back to explaining the
nature of mental illness and a
person’s fight to stay in control.”

Yates” husband said she suf-
fered from depression after the
births of her two youngest chil-
dren. Medical records detail her
bouts with depression, and
show that she attempted suicide
twice after the birth of her
fourth child in 1999 and was
warned by a doctor to carefully
consider whether she should
have any more children.

The doctor who gave that
warning is scheduled to testify,
with other medical

experts, police officers, detec-

along

tives, friends and relatives.
Among the experts on the case
are two of the nation’s top

torensic

psychiatrists, whose
‘nce includes serial killer

8
and Susan

ho drowned

Dahmer
her two
carintoa

'y her
ng ner

a psychiatry

(.ase \\‘C\IC”)
School of Medicine
working for the

who runs a

< Lhetz,

California-based private foren-
sic consulting firm, is testifying
for the prosecution.

“They are both brilliant and
gifted and will do the best pos-
sible job for their respected
sides,” said Neil Kaye, a fellow
psychiatrist and friend of both.

“Phil would not take the
defense side of this case unless
he really believed it,” Kaye said.

Dietz makes the complicated
simple and juries often embrace
simplicity, said lawyer David
Bruck, who hired Resnick for
Smith’s 1994 murder case,
knowing that Resnick was an
expert on mothers who Kkill
their children — and on Dietz.

“We desperately need to
make sense of things like this
and Dietz is very good at mak-
ing sense of things,” Bruck said.

One of the capital murder
charges is for the deaths of
Noah and 5-year-old John. The
other is for 6-month-old Mary.
Texas law considers a murder a
capital offense if more than one
person is killed or if the victim
is under age 6.

Charges are pending in the
deaths of Paul, 3, and Luke, 2.
Texas prosecutors typically
forgo multiple capital murder
charges since only one convic-
tion is generally needed for the
maximum penalty.

A person found innocent by
reasom of insanity in Texas may
be committed to a mental insti-
tution, then face a series of
hearings until the court releascs
the person from its jurisdiction,
which can last as long as the jail
time the defendant faced.

If Yates is found guilty, jurors
would have to determine
whether to sentence her to life
in prison, or to death.

Serr believes jurors will opt
for a punishment harsher than
death — life.

“Given the nature of this
crime, it might be a worsepun-
ishment for this woman to be
locked up forever and to have to
think day, after day, after day
that she killed her children and
they were perfectly aware of
who had become their enemy.” ¢
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he has done little

and don't seem to want

state levels, according t

more than voltc
everything that has ever come across his table
and remains one of the least progressive peo-
ple at the top of our state government.

We are disheartened by Womack’s decision
to leave the race. It would have been wonder-
ful to have someone with such close ties to
MTSU in the governor's mansion. Perhaps
then, the thousands of struggling college stu-
dents could have caught the attention of our
lackluster state government. €

Womack’s departure leaves
education with little hope

Just when we were beginning to think Andy
Womack had a chance of winning the gover-
nor’s race so he could focus the state on high-
er education and MTSU, he drops out of the

leaves us with Phil

Bredesen and Van Hilleary, two candidates
with higher education barely in the backs of

Womack’s issue of choice was education in
fennessee, and he pledged to continue his
g:l'.l\\nml\ campaign Lo improve
tional system in the state
ndidat

‘!" \\II\\“

o do much with

 course we need people t
status quo, but Hilleary is hardly the candidate
to do that. Throughout his legislative career

againsl

How I See It

Nick Teply
Staff

Columnist

I'here’s a financial crisis
in Tennessee. It seems that

there isn't enough money
n the state’s budget to
fund all the whims of the

[ lawmakers
lhere are plenty of
orrect this short
would argue for
ne tax. Others
uld be an
sales tax of

1 simple
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intended to benefit and
spends the revenue in ways
which do not.

The numbers tell the
truth. From 1990 to 1997,
total state expenditures
increased 38.4 percent.
Tennessee ranked 11th in
the nation for state expen-
ditures and 12th in the
nation per capita.

Most of those increases
in spending, however, were
in areas with little eco-
nomic benefit, such as
health and welfare mea-
sures and, of course, gov
ernment
Significantly less was spent

salaries.

on schools and roads.
Consider for a moment
that i
the biggest expenditures
the state has, was eliminat-
‘d or reformed — the entire
budget crisis would be

fennCare, one of

nended. TennCare alone
ost Tennesseans $4.33 bil
in 2000. That's a 59

NCrease from

TennCare was created to
aid the poor of Tennessee
with medical expenses.
However, for every 100
poor in Tennessee, 151
people are on TennCare.
And while growth in
Medicare expenses began
to slow, TennCare’s rose
dramatically.

Part of the problem is
that many people are sim
ply dropping private cov-
erage in favor of TennCare.
True, many are ineligible,
but this is not usually the
case. There are even many
documented instances
where dead people contin-
ue to receive benefits. Even
out-of-state residents are
receiving
money.

Tennessee

As for the consequences
of a state income tax, we
can compare Tennessee o
its northern neighbor,
Kentucky. In 1980, both
states had about the same
per capita income, differ-
ng by only a few dollars.

In that same vyear,

tucky’s state and local

were about 10 per-

cent higher than
Tennessee’s. By 1996, how-
ever, Kentucky's tax bur-
den was 30 percent higher
than The
result: Kentucky had only
35 percent economic
growth, while Tennessce
had 48 percent. The taxes
hindered
growth.

Did you notice the
change? Over a period of
16 years, Kentucky's tax
burden  tripled  over
Tennessee’s.

That’s the problem with
even a small income tax.
Once the tax laws are in
place, the whole system
becomes a runaway train
of spending. Tax revenues

Ten ncswc'\.

economic

rise  faster than the
incomes that support
them.

An increase in the sales
tax i1s no solution either.
Currently in
Murfreesboro, the sales tax
rate is 8.75 percent, among
the highest in the nation.
With a proposed increase,
the rate would jump to
9.75 percent.

Murfreesboro, Tenn.

Tennessee — stop wasting my money

This would make our
sales tax rate the highest
sales tax rate in the United
States.

It the Lord only
requires 10 percent, then
who do the
think they are?

legislators

A number of safeguards
should be implemented to
keep the state out of our
pmlwl\.

* The luldgcl
should never grow faster
than income.

« Voters should approve
any income or sales tax
proposal by the legislature.

* A two-thirds superma-
jority should be required
to raise taxes or debt.

* TennCare should be
reformed.

* There
half-cent
reduction.

With a little common
sense, and a little fiscal
restraint, can
end the financial night-
mare it helped to create.
Best of all, our state gov-
ernment can stop wasting
my money and yours. ¢

stale

should be a

state sales tax

lennessee

President’s

Happy
Day! At least, I thought it
was going to be one. But
then | realized that
MTSU sull had school
on fourth-most
patriotic day of the vear.

this

That's a crime.

Some simple research
on the Web established
the fact that not every
university in the country
has the same unpatriotic
policies as  MTSU.
Stantord
and Weber State students
and staff all have the day
off today. And last time |
checked, the Blue
Raiders hadn't surpassed
those schools in any level
of academia. So there
can be no argument that
we need the extra day of

Georgetown,

classes.

Even though other
universities take the day
off, my research revealed
that no university calls
the third Monday in
February by its correct

From the Opinions Editor

A legitimate argument for
no classes on President’s Day

name. According to the
federal Office  of
Personnel Management,
the holiday is still offi-
cially known as
Washington’s Birthday.
This is MTSU’s big
chance for national
recognition (other than
being the first co-cham-
pion of a football confer-
ence that sent a team
with a losing record to a
bowl game, not that 'm
bitter or anything).
Picture it now -
Washington Day on The
Knoll.  Students can
gather and chop down
cherry trees, and refuse
to tell lies to one another.
I'll finally be able to find
out from my roommate
why he kept 409 cleaner
in the fridge and orange
juice under the sink last
semester...

Well, maybe some
things are better left
unanswered. But that
doesn’t change the fact
that Washington's
Birthday, or President’s
Day, or whatever you'd
like to call it, deserves to
have the respect and
reflection given to it that
only a day of rest can
provide. @
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Rick Reilly has had enough of double standards

By Michael Schulz

ISt

1 big fan of Rick Reilly

ise he has got a real problem

vith, and doesn't accept, double
xl.Hn'.lhl\.

In the Jan. 30 posting of Sports
Hlustrated online and the Feb. 4
installment of the magazine, Reilly
tackles the rather touchy subject of
race issues involving professional
athletes.

“White Like Me” is an article
that confronts an issue that both
ers him head on, and he hits the
nail right on the head. Reilly
poirits out the double standard
related to race issues in the sports
world.

The main theme of the article is
that the consequences for a racial
comment should be the same for

do the
I'he
ment by
met with protest
I‘l_\ (‘ll\i a dareet
examples that
point.
Reilly
.'\ngk’ln'\ Lakers center
(O’'Neal’s book Shaq

Shag says

makes

his book
dunked on by a whiu
have to come home to your t
and hear 1t.” Denver Nugge
ter Raet LaFrentz toe
offense | ha st
LaFrentz, the term
racial term, just like th
I know you ma

vour head right now Kin

Murfreesboro: A college town’

By Melanie Blair
Staff Columnist

Wal-Mart, Stones River Mall
Bongo Johnny's, Hobby Lobby, a
plethora of restaurants and MTSI
all find a place in Murfreesboro
Somehow, our precious university
seems out of place in
Murfreesboro, when  really,
shouldn’t it be the other
around?

Where are the stores? Where
are the clubs? Where are all the
things all college students want as
a part of the college experience
Why isn’t there more available to
us at 3 a.m., the time of day when
we thrive?

It seems that Murfreesboro
does not cater to the needs of stu
dents attending MTSU as well as it
should. Sure, I doubt that any of
us will ever go hungry with about
nine pizza places, four
McDonald’s, five Sonics and sever
al sit-down places such as Chili’s,
Logan’s and O’Charley’s ready to
drain us of what little money we
have.

It's unlikely we will ever have
reason to complain about missing
the hottest movies with two the-
aters, three Hollywood Videos,
two Blockbusters and even a
quaint little place called Video
Culture.

But these things get old. What
do we do when we really want to
have some fun? We have a few

way

P!.l\l\ “..\!
Johnny's
not like there are
around her

ind Shoeles

If you want to dang
to either wait for the
ternity party or dri
Nashville. Why cant
someplace around her
dance club would be great

Would it be so bad to haw
dollar movie theater? It would Il
in all of us who can'’t aftord §7
every time we want to s movi

I\i"' il stercotvy ! lew
students  view  then
drinkers, but
houses? The Red Rose harm

|

ing hittle place, and tl
Cup ha
veah, there's a Starbu
but who can afford tha
We need more pla
hang out, relax, drinl
maybe even che

two. Even better
hour coftee shog
night needs

Stones River Mall
We have Gap, Amer

Victoria’s Secret and

other stores that otfer hitle
ment. This is not enough. If yvou
want to go shopping, vou have t

drive to at least Hickory Hollow o1
Opry Mills.

How hard would it be to have

1s offered more varietv. Oh

some more stores? Don't these
people realize they'd make a |
See Boro, 5
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that's not so bad. Well, let me put
it to vou this way. What if NBA
Commissioner David Stern wrote
n his book “If you get out negoti
by a black boy, you got to go

trv club and hear about
there would be pcn;‘]t'
office demanding his

public apology.

i {
IKCU

to the hood
cording to

mber the Lennox
1 pre-fight melee
1o. You know -
re Tvson stood on
ind  challenged a white
When the
| Tyson, the fighter

a fight
L0
ised him of being ‘scared

ke a hittle white p-!"
Reilly makes the point that if a
hite heavyweight stood on the

same stage and said the same
things to a black reporter that his
carcer would be ruined.

Remember Dan Issel? The for-
mer Denver Nuggets head coach
fired for making a racial comment.
He even issued a public apology
right after the fact. The comment
had the Hispanic community of
Denver up in arms.

I encourage everyone to take a
look at the article online. It can be
found at www.cnnsi.com, in the
“Life of Reilly™ archives. In a soci-
ety that preaches equality, it is nec-
essary that all races be recognized
the same.

It is imperative that the conse-
quences for making a race related
comment be the same for every-
one also. Shouldn't all races be
protected equally and not only a
few? @

No place for vegetarians to go

By Kelley B. Anderson

feter ‘.\'\[Ll,'l\ IIL'I'L'

think I'm the only vegetarian

impus, judging by the pecu-

ooks they give me when |

nquire about the contents of the
food they are serving.

My favorite is when | ask a stu
dent worker, “Is there meat in the
beans?” and all 1 get is a noncha
ant “I dunno,” and they just stand
there like 1t's my cue to shrug my
Jhoulders and say, “Oh, OK, | was

n't hungry anyway.”

\nd | understand there’s prob
ibly a4 million places they'd rather
be than there, but if vou are work

1 plac

that serves tood

id 1o
pery
lisap

¢ kitchen
k with a
iy not
¢ does
¢ food?
oks will pre
tood and then not be

when it 1s served, and no one
in the entire cateteria knows what

is in the meals

So | propose that there be
ingredient cards so that everyone
not just vegetarians, will know

what'’s in the tood thev eat on a
daily basis
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S hedt vriers

This would not be such a big
deal if it weren't for the fact that
my meal plan is not optional, but
part of the fascist freshman meal
plan that is mandatory for all
freshman living on campus - but
that policy is the topic for another
column. I pay the same amount as
everyone else, and I want the same
amount of choices.

It's not always bad, and occa-
sionally McCallie has special vege-
tarian dishes like beans and rice,
but I don't eat just once a week. |
may not be a football player and
consume 3,000 calories a day, but I
do eat more than once or twice a
week, and salad is not an entre.

I propose there be a vegetarian
soup at lunch and dinner, so that
there is at least something — warm
food — that is always guaranteed to
be “safe,” especially since there is
not one, but two, meat entres at
every meal.

Even the french fries and hash-
browns usually have beef fat in
You would think they are
just potatoes, but there are animals
in them, which makes no sense to
me. The JUB's cooked vegetables

them

are usually guaranteed not to have
meat, but you may run into prob-
lems if you are vegan because there
are sometimes other animal prod-
ucts like butter or egg batter on the
tried VERLIUS

My point

hesre
Ut

isn't that the

See Vegetarians, 5
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You don't make friends with salad

By Tyler Brezler

Ihe Datly Free Press

U-WIRI

1 |
have several triends who are vegans, and it has

I've never understood veganism.

tways baffled me as to why anyone would go to
such lengths to avoid eating products that might
ontam part of an ammmal

One of these people goes the easy route and
specifically cats only foods that grow out of the
ground. This other guy, though, he'll eat snack
foods and the like, but he always checks the labels
to see if there might be milk or some other non
No

soylent

meat animal product in the ingredients
rack of
Fhis is a description of my

‘hu'\\'. no eggs, no succulent
green, no nothing
own private hell

You see, | believe in the food chain. I'm sure all
of the vegans out there have heard this argument
before, but 1 have never personally received
valid counter-argument. Why won't vou cat this
chicken wing?

Because it's not fair to the chicken? But wi
about, say, wolves that
gong to scold a wolf tor having
pe I'hdl‘\ with a side ot n
white wine? | thinl

reason that vou

debating skills. Yes
throughout the
tional argumentati
to the l“l«i'.:« I

Which b

Boro: Where’s the fun?

people realize they'd make a killing off of all us

that would require logic, something of which so m

NONC
[he mere setup of
about college students. Has anvone ever

roads are? | always thouy

the next was a straight line, but here in Murfreesboro
n!l Ve ,ll”lll‘\’ SCVET li fl"';‘i'. ‘.n\‘\\

right in front of vou. What's

way possible. I want to save mv gas

noticed how weird

ght the shortest distance from one place

its grisly end
Are these images disturbing to any ol vou out

is disturbing as shopping at

there? Certainly not

the grocery store and having to rool through
every bag of buttered popcorn to | nd the one that
doesn't contain real butter and then later realizing,
that no, vou can't buy the cookie dough because
it contains cggs, and cggs conme from chickens,

and chickens are animals and God hates me
Why torture vourselves, vegans, when it's so
much easier to torture pies. chicke ind  the
occasional small, delectable kitten? These animals
are meant to be consumed m mass quantitics or
else they wouldn't be so delicion
You know for a tact that bacon tast 100 times
better than the carrot sticks yvou iting, so why
fight 1t? I'm not nece sarilv telhing vou to stop cat
ing vegetables. Sure, vou can ve o salad with
vour meal. Plants are good tor
\nd that's the thing: s imals. Thev pre
vide tor ns.and m s (par
| I“
2

By Calvin Hennick

JNN I'\‘-"a |

Murtreesboro screams that it doesn't care

L
YOu Nave

to get to the [‘l\l\ ¢ that's standing

the deal with that? I want the fast

And there are not enough jobs. Someone | know 1s alwavs cor

plaining about how no one around here is hiring. This should not

be

Mavbe we're just too picky. Maybe we complain too mudl

Mavbe we're easily bored. Regardless, we all want what we want

wonder if Murfreesboro has ever considered the possibility

opening a theme park. MTSU students could get in half price with

their student 1D. Wouldn't that be some fun? @

Vegetarians: Got plants?

cafeteria is a horrible place, but that if we want certain things we

have to ask for them.

I noticed a man in McCallie the other day who was wearing a
suit and appeared to hold a higher position on the cafeteria corpo
rate ladder, and I asked him if he could possibly suggest that there
never be bacon grease or chunks of pork fat in the beans because if
anyone needs to eat them, it’s the \cgcldridns. as a source of protemn
And he seemed like he had never even thought of it, but in fact was
very helpful and said from now on, the beans will be OK!

At least they are for now, but we have to keep lobbying for more

options.

I really do think some of the cafeteria workers try to help you
and maybe even some of the “higher-ups” have considered the veg
etarian question, but honestly, most of the time they are just clue

less. And it's not their responsibility to research
thing, you have to ask for it.

I can’t be the only one who goes through the daily chore of “is
there meat in this?” and | know that I am of course not the only
vegetarian on campus, but we really aren’t vocal enough. ¢
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Virginia ignores constituents’ rights

By Preston Lloyd

Cavalier Daily

(L-WIRI
lound a controversial vet cqually insignificant
issue that deflects attention from the wurrv budg
et crises facing the Commonwealth. \\'cdnc\d(;\.
legislation requiring public schools to post signs
saying “In God We Trust” was passed by the
Virginia Senate. This bill, sponsored by Sen. Nick
Rerras (R-Nortolk), has raised a debate that begs
the question of whether such a motto is .11‘;‘r;v
priate in the modern secular state. Not only
should the religious statement be absent from the

\gain, the state's lawmakers have

sphere of public education, it also should be
removed from the nation's currency and public
edifices .l]l(‘}‘,«'l}hl.

I'he motto has appeared on United States
coins since 1908 but was not affirmed as the offi
cial national motto for another 48 years. While
many Americans may find an acknowledgement

ol

the creator an appropriate qualification on the
selt-important leviathan — ie. the federal govern
ment the

MoCarthv-era

motto is nothing more than a
anachronism. If the I“H.I\k' were

the nation’s motto, the same legisla

m to place it in our secular schools would never
tand a praver ol Passage
ted Stat lirst declaration in the Bill
[ hat Congress shall make no law
! tublishment of religion. The
{ the First 3

Amendment leaves more

tor a diverse

range of inter

ol the (

iristian Coalition and
rgl thin the past 20 years exists as a
of the relationship between

ions and the government.
nt isions in Virginia point to
nstricting the influence of rel
i learning. The Virginia

ently ceased

LEXINglon reg

casure to comply with
Yet

0o even

hurch and state

ied

I his

Martin Luther King never

polit
fas |

"

most presidents ever

Gandhi. Both of

posttion to achieve

il olhice

nowever, Is non

appropriate to stand alone speaks poorly for the
legitimacy of the national statement.

ITivial or not, the national motto as it appears
on the nation's currency inevitably tramples the
rights of the nation’s increasingly diverse popula-
tion. The idea of religious tolerance has changed
since Madison drafted the Bill of Rl}!l)l\. I'he con-
cept has evolved from referring to non-preference
for a particular religion - the likely intent of the
in favor of a tolerance for
those who recognize no creator altogether. Some
may argue that the national government does not

motto's ambiguity

have a responsibility to seek to include members
of all religious beliefs within the national com-
munity, but few would argue that a republic that
alienates those who maintain it is dvsfunctional at
For as long as the

a very fundamental level

United States touts a motto that promotes a reli-
glous u»llu‘[\T, but \.'muh.lllcnll\!\ 12nOres Ih(‘
existence of competing views, it ceases to be an
appropriale maxim to represent the whole of the
nation

Rerras believes this motto to be very inspira-
tional” and an idea that “helps [the nation| perse-
‘Moditied 'In God We
[rust” bill advances,” Richmond Times-Dispatch,
Feb. 11). His first amendment rights ensure that

the government may not mllillgc upon these

vere in difficult times

beliefs. Yet as soon as Rerras advocates that the
source of this personal motivation be promulgat-
ed throughout the classrooms of the secular
Commonwealth, he crosses the line of appropri-
ate discourse and borders on religious indoctri
nation.

Madison held a strong belief that the best gov-
ernment construction for the United States would
be one that pitted faction against faction to pre-
serve the interests of the minority. An individual
who finds no faith in a higher power is decidedly
a minority in today's culture. This in no way lim-
its, however, that individual's right to be free from
rhetorical assault, be it in the classroom or at the
bank teller's window

Not only is “In God We Trust” inappropriate
for our schools, the dictum is inappropriate for
our nation. In the spirit of the most patriotic era
in recent history, our legislators must find sym-
bols that unite and mspire, not latch onto those
I'he General

bill. It is as
motto 1s wrong for

that discriminate and alienate.

Assembly should vote down Rerras

*

Virginia as the

Professor Gore, you're my hero

fighting Still need more evidence that
laudable  Gore 1s just another suit who
ire not  wanted a powerful job? During
be presi my senior year of high school,
Gore  during the 2000 campaign, |
lection attended an environmental con-
lavs and  ference with my ecology class.
1 social - We were all surprised when we
learned that Al Gore, the envi

ue  that  ronmental choice for president,

st the election,  showed up to speak. We were
even more surprised when he
incorrectly the date of
Earth Day
And don't forget he did
claim to invent the Internet.
Write letters in support of

stated
Neither did

accomplished
Gore if vou must. But before
v had legitimate  you do, keep in mind that I have
the same feelings about Bush.

Both

1 fighting tor

heyv sacri he and Gore, much like

n order to  Carson Daly, are giant tools.
stice into (yore never had a real vision
for this country — at least none
ity since  that didn't include him living in
to belic the White House. With as little
iy ired 1n the as he h.l\ done for '\l]k’l’i(d
It his goals aren’t  since he lost the election, one
working for just because  must wonder how much he
t, then winning probably really would have .\u‘ul'npli.\hcd
uldn make m that if he had won. I’L'rlhlp\' he
nportant, cither. In reality, the  wouldn't even have grown that
nly thing important to Gore  stupid beard. I guess we'll never

ofesso was winning the election

know. &
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Murfreesboro, Tenn.

Experiencing Afghanistan’s sleepless war

Leon Alligood
reaps benefits,
hardships of

America’s war

ter from the roar of the incom-
ing planes no more than 200
yards from where he tried to
sleep.

“No one has been anywhere
like Afghanistan,” Alligood said
as he recalled the hardships and

Tennessean.
But these things were noth-

ing compared to the rewards of

the trip.

The tired faces of the men
who were happy just to be get-
ting paid to work was rewarding

the rewards he faced in the to \]|lg(md.
newly liberated land “I had a good bit of contact
But was it worth going there?  with Afghan men who worked
By India Stone \lligood thinks the benefits on the airbase,” Alligood said.
Staff Writer reaped from the experienc \ll the ones | spoke to were
reater than the nuch anti-Taliban, pro
Imagine trying to sleep ou fured while he was ther \mericar
side next to an airport runw: \ligood washe ler the Taliban rule
Now imagine doing this vit t en had to work for tree
distant country ravaged by wi \ [ solute othing!
and uncertainty. Sounds ik d his expeni
recipe for a sleepless beneh
right? One of MTSI
ism professors, Leon Allig , sacrificing,
knows trom experies ht stopj } people 1n
On  assig ; hey
Tennessean, Alhgoo the it t vater
Kandahar Internat
n \,-:;; 1 ta v th folks | l
Ci
n
n }
i
| } ilding vher
she Peeble

Faizabad
Aazar-I-Sherif
Hazarajat Jalalabad

o o
Kabul

Kandahar
L ]

Photo Provided
Leon Alligood reported on the people of Afghanistan from the airport in Kandahar.
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Compiled by Leslie Fike | Features Editor |

Monday, Feb. 18

MTSU Films presents The Royal Tenenbaums at 7 and 9:30
Monday through Thursday, and at 6 p.m. Friday and Saturday
Keathley University Center Theater. For more information, call 898-2

\/
0.0

The June Anderson Women’s Center has autographed books by Afri
American women authors on display. Other books of interest are availab
in their free lending library in Room 206 of the James Union Building. For
more information, call 898-2193.

Wednesday, Feb. 20

The Victory Campus Ministries (Champion for Christ) will host a Bible
study in Room 104 of the John Bragg Mass Communication Building at
8:30 p.m. Everyone is welcome. For more information, call 898-428]1

Thursday, Feb. 21

Pi Sigma Epsilon, a national sales and marketing fraternity, will host a
informational meeting at 6 p.m. in Room S$301 of the Business and
Aerospace Building. For more information, call (615) 405-1989 or send e-
mail to RussellFurney@bellsouth.net.

Monday, Feb. 25

“Survival in Its World-System Context” will be the topic discussed at the
Survival Honors Lecture Series with speaker Edward Kick, professor of
sociology and anthropology, in Room 109A of Peck Hall from 3 to 3:50
p.m. The event is free and open to the public. For more information, call
898-2152. /

Thursday, Feb. 28

The June Anderson Women'’s Center will host a free legal clinic from 7
to 9 p.m. The clinic is available to all MTSU students, faculty and staff.
Appointments to speak with an attorney can be made by calling the JAWC
at 898-2193. Space is limited.

\lligood said. “It’s not the

adults that are going to have to
pay for it. It's the children.
Jut savoring all ot the bitter

of history in the mak

101sels

1 was definitely it to
b L f!!(
i 1K
vhile
1. " Ex
n
15 re
1 d
in 1NC
har
i N
(
tand
Kandahar
[aliban
8 a8 a
\llhigood
we did

mothers
do and
earest truck
{ for downtown.”
the standoff at the
finally over, six al

S were \i\.!\i .l”kl

ban fighter was
men \”i:_:nn\\i
carried the

Photo provided
Leon Alligood takes in the European atmosphere on a bridge in Frankfurt, Germany.

wounded man to seek medical
Cdare
With
experience in the journalism
profession, Alligood specializes

almost 23

in feature stories. Everyone who
knows Alligood says he is an
writer.

Glenn Himebaugh, a jour
nalism professor at M ISU who

extraordinary

has known Alligood for many

ears, said he was not at all sur-
prised that Alligood was picked
to go to Afghanistan because he
s one of the best writers In
Nashville.

Similarly, Richard Campbell,
the MTSU’s
school of journalism who hired
\lligood as a journalism profes-
sor, said The Tennessean made a

the director of

good choice by sending him.

Alligood chosen by
Peebles to go to Afghanistan
with the 101st Airborne.

His ‘I\NI\L'IHHL‘HYi to give I'L"\l-

was

life stories of the people of

Afghanistan.

Alligood was not that sur-
prised when Peebles told him
that the 101st airborne would
be going to the foreign land.

See Alligood, 8

Dear Unnie

Cheating creates sticky situation

Dear Annie,

My roommate’s
boyfriend and I like
each other. We've been
sneaking around and
spending time with each
other for about a month.
Sometimes he will sneak
into my room in the mid-
dle of the night
while my
roommate is
upstairs sleep-
ing.

See, this guy
and I have our
answer figured
out if we ever
get caught. He
would say that he was
hungry and he came
downstairs for a snack.
I just don’t know how
this relationship is going to work out. If he
breaks up with her, we can’t just start suddenly
seeing each other. Actually, even if we waited a
while before we started seeing each other,
things would still be complicated. I don’t want
my roommate to be mad at me. I know he isn’t
right for her and that he’s really thinking about
me. But sometimes it really upsets me to watch
them togethet. He says he’s waiting till after
Valentine’s Day to break up with her. Things
are starting to get complicated.

Do you think I should be the one to tell my
roommate that I've been seeing her boyfriend?
If so, how would I say it? Should I wait for this
guy to tell her? What do you think about my
situation?

— Sneaky Roommate

lilustration by Lucas Antoniak | Staff

month ago.

more.

on

you and her
boyfriend. He turns
to her and says,
“Oh baby, I got
hungry and
decided to get some
chocolate pudding.”
I bet that would
' really go over well.
What are you
thinking? Why

- would you want
to be with a guy
who would cheat on
his girlfriend with
her roommate? This
L/ guy is good. He has
\'/" you both fooled. He’s
bed hopping in the

middle of the night. Have you

ever heard the phrase, “Have
your cake and eat it too?”
He’s having his cake and a
“snack” too.

I think you are caught up in the excitement
of sneaking around. I also think he’s not going
to leave his girlfriend. The next thing you'll be
hearing is that he can’t break up with his girl-
friend yet because he has to go to church with
her parents on Easter Sunday. Wake up! It's
been a month. Valentine’s Day wasn’t an issue a

You think things are complicated now?
Wait until you're looking for a new place to
live. If she finds out what has been going on, I
guarantee you won’t want to live with her any-

Whatever you do, the friendship is now
destroyed. You tell her she has a loser for a
boyfriend because he’s been cheating on her
with you — friendship over. You keep quiet and

wait until he tells her — friendship over. I would

Dear Sneaky Roommate,

Well, I wouldn’t want to be thought of as a
midnight snack.
I can see it now — your roommate walks in

Please

Riv, ) iu N

e-mail
DearMtsuAnnie@aol.com.

definitely start looking for a new place to live.

your questions to

st enly

years nt‘

u
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Campus Club Spotlight — Quiz Bowl Team

MTSU’s Intercollegiate Quiz Bowl Team
defeats UT-K in opening tournament

By Melissa Coker

Staff Writer

It's the
Bowl Team

MTSL 2002 Intercollegiate Quiz

to ]‘l.l\. Like football

for the mind, the team plays academic tourna

and it's her

ments against one or more schools to test who
gets the answers right the quickest.
Other

universities they've plaved so fa

include Tennessee State, the University of
Tennessee-Knoxvill ind Universith i
Tennessee-Chattanooga. And they've won all of
these games. In their |
five wins and seven losses, which [d |

as impressive for ot o E

(h.ll not onh had

some of which had 1

before the first

Dennis Thibod

stomping” U1

Hll\\'l tournamet

ly great feeling
HL"I(L" [ hil

made uy

Chinnery

Shawn |

nition

are St

to pay their way.

l']\'

competition is in
Chattanooga Feb. 23, which is the Southwest
Regional Tournament of the Academic

Competition Federation, will consist of at least

teams next

24 teams (including students from TSU,

Georgia, Emory University and maybe
Vanderbilt) going head-to-head on a various
of history, literature, science and human

ities questions, with a little sports and pop cul

Jdrra

ture sprinkled in

'hibodeaux savs they're bringing a camera
they win so that MTSU

| nthe trio 1 case

it if not. we'll deny

~'w~»hl\ H\‘; aene

questions usually
¢ bhut the f')‘l to
Much like the

team
n

popular
that
st be the first

leducted from

desire to compete in the events. Many seem to
be out for blood, but those at MTSU want to
keep it fun. This isn’t to say that the team isn't
out to win, lhllllgh.

Everyone in this semester’s group are former
high school quiz-bowlers. For most, high
school was pretty recent, but for Thibodeaus, it
was 20 years ago. Now, after spending 13 years
in broadcasting, working as a deejay, program
director and station manager, he’s a senior,
majoring in radio/television with an emphasis
in the electronic media management.

His interest in trivia competitions goes back
to his childhood, when he was fascinated by TV
game shows. He was a champion on the History
Channel’s quiz show History 1Q last year, and in
1999 he won $9,200 on Jeopardy. ’

When he came to MTSU in 2001 at age 36,
there wasn't an active academic quiz bowl team,
so he played in several of the pop culture quiz
tournaments, called “trash” tournaments, at the

University of lcnnc\wu“(fh.l(l.ln(mg.l. These
ire open to anvone who wants to play, with no

wdemic affiliation needed.

Some of the MTSU faculty and staff are
sponsoring a more local event March 5.

I'he Gamma lota Sigma Insurance, with Ken

Hollman, chair of insurance and adviser, as

sponsor, and Phi Kappa Phi Honorary
ocieties, with Mark E. Brynes, political science
I president, PKP, as co-sponsor challenge all
s and organizations to compete in the 2002

Each team can be made up of up to four

people, with the cost of $15 per team to enter.
First place prize is $80, second will win $40 and
third place will get $20.

Soft drinks and cookies will be available to
all contestants and observers. The bow! will be
held at 6 p-m. March 5 in the TV studio of the

Learning Resource Center

To enter, call

Ken Hollman at 898-2673,

Mark Byrnes at 898-2708 or stop by the Chair
Insurance

of

( H‘ﬁ\k'

in the Business and

Aerospace Building, Room N330. ¢

 or Patrick Chinnery -
| at496-4058.

Students shuffle work and class schedules

By Kevin McConville

Daily Kent Stat

U-WIRI M ‘ f
( w“cg; student | i e | {
time jobs and live off
face many similar prol ‘ ndless hassles and point
their dailv life, sucl lacl tl I ' hed tiques are aiways part
time, lack of monev and hea ! il sav  part-time iobs. but sometimes it
workloads Hey, I have t " and an be the customers t ot}

For many student the  they will sav, “Too bad emplovers, who del
chance to live in an apartment Often retail jobs are the  lashings and ruin 1l
away from the authority of the  worst with scheduling prob ironment
dorms is worth taking on a job  lems. lohansson said. Retail losepl
and the responsibilities of pay mployees often do not have mput
ing for rent, bills and food fixed schedules, which can be orl t 1l
Some jobs, however, requir hard vork with, especially  Cuyal I
many students 1t I th a fixed school schedul I
between their grades and thei Johansson said he used to fly |
work schedules, their morals  work at a retail store in Stow
and electricity, and their dignity  and experienced many schedul
and a box of cereal. ing and communication prob "

“I think a lot of emplovers — lems while he was there. { ' |
take advantage of the colleg I would turn in a schedule a ? ' '
population, said \ndreas  half-vear in advance saying this  whicl b !
Johansson, the executive direc- iy when | go to school, this is  hawve '
tor of the Commuter and Off-  when | can’'t work and this is  accumulated
campus Student Organization. when [ have to be in the Miller
“Look at a business, for exam-  National Guard,” Johansson about ¢ight mil
ple, any fast-food place - doyou  said. “"And 1 would always be job, and it
think they would really be in  scheduled, and I would be like ‘T that forced his empl
business if it wasn't for the high  have to switch, and my manag-  his hours. 1
school and college population?”  er would tell me ‘Oh, well you  quit his deli jol

Johansson said the answer didn't tell me.™ find a decent
would probably be “no” because Johansson also said he had  he lives
college and high school students  trouble reaching his manager to The only
are a large portion of fast-food  adjust his working times, and  Miller has with t} '
restaurants’ employees, who even if the times got adjusted, tomers, who often crit

typically earn minimum wage,
and customers, who have nei
ther the time nor money to cat
clsewhere.
“I' think
think about what kind of
they have rather than ‘do I have
a job’ if they are not making
enough money,” Johansson said
The biggest problem stu

students need to
l-v'.‘

he would receive NHHIC calls
from his manager who wanted
to know why he wasn’t at work.

If 1 went back into retail
because it really isn't a bad job
rather then try to negotiate a
schedule after you are hired, try
to do that in the job interview
Johansson said.

Johansson said anyone going

him because tl

wrong meats
“I chop meat
}\'\VPL' Yl 1y
paper, wrap 1t uj
them eripe,” 2

things like cut
I give them meat tl
n't want because t!

ferent name, whi

Staff Reports

0 ¥
A i
Lill Badie.
Photo by Steve Cross | Staff
William Yelverton, MTSU music professor, performed Friday at the festival.

Roger Hudson, Elliot Frank, Andrew Zohn and William Yelverton were the featured guitarists
this weekend at MTSU'S 2002 Guitar Festival in the Wright Music Building. The festival will con
tinue with a performance tomorrow by Venezuela's international aritist Salome Sandoval and a
recital Wednesday by MTSU junior Brent Coleman. Each concert will begin at 8 p.m. and is free
and open to the public. For additional information, contact Tim Musselman, publicity coordi-
at 898-2493. @

‘-Jn-ul O must

nator for the

ol she had already put in her two-

1 week notice

Options that

S

the student

dik

tudents should avoid

L

. the

student work

JdSSIS

student

Vs 1

ids that

0 g(‘l

rKIng cnvi-

often require students to choose
between a class or employment,
Benedik said.

Benedik said students who
are working part-time and have
student loans but are still hav-
ing problems financially often
do not know that the can quali-
fy for other student grants and

section of the Kent
¢ Web site’s main menu.

Everything is done online,
said. I h..\ ll“ig( h.l\
w become just a gatekeeper.”

tion should loans. @

ployment

digita
nds that g t l
looking for l

nplovment check

rvices Web site

planet

ceessed through

MORE THAN A

jobs
them to work full wED CD STORE!'
nflexible work

*SOUTH PADRE:-
: ‘PANAMA CITY BEACH:
e : STEAMBOAT-
‘BRECKENRIDGE:
‘DAYTONA
BEACH-ASPEN-
www.sunchase.com

1 BUY, SELL
& TRADE

® CD'S
* TAPES
= VIDEOS
*VIDEO GAMES

1-800-SUNCHASE

* RECORDS

®*POSTERS

CD'S * RECORDS 1ocatlong

Applications due Feb.

28

!

TAPES * JEWELRY hirfrecshoro
800.367.1252 : : 30 Stones Rivel
OPRINGBREAK Mall Blvd.
OPEN MON-SAT 11-7 (next to St Pizza)
s @l’f”— e - 849-4070
www. springbreakdirect. ' T
| IY’; ] (= ! 1T 002
Do 3y ‘ t
1NCor
Are you involved with act | m
Would you love to share thost 4, ¢
Yes? Then you should consider becoming a Lightn
Leadership Camp Student Leade:
Have fun in the outdoors, as you help f '.
kuilding, social skills and leadership with 200 new fres
men.
Get applications to be a Stude
122.
For more information, call 898-2454
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Alligood: MTSU professor travels

7 - _ )
to Kandahar for “The Tennessean

it Bush came

phetl November he
vou will have
vil destiny,”
ud. "1 that at

oint the 101st would be

knew

By Shawn Whitsell
Staflt Writer

Drummer

recording

and senior
industry  student
Justin Lee, and his cohorts Chad
Haftner (lead \H(.ll\. rhylhm
ouitar Goodman
bass guitar) and Travis Temples

il guitar) make up the “emo”
punk-rock outfit,

Downtall, a name that stemmed

\ndrew

Oscar’s

\ndrew’s dog Oscar and
brush with death.
\Uthot :.‘_j" the band doesn't

warily sing about Oscar's

death, they do touch on the pit-
falls of life and relationships.

music talks a lot about

ost the

lationships,” Lee

tach love and

the band

what is
s and the
rrounding

1hout

touch
S, l (44

ong the

Is there a topic that the features section hasn’t covered b
t les

i or come by Room 308A of the James Union

lie Fike, the featw

an x'|;“( on’ I so. contac

Dream it. Do it. Disney.

Were commg to camipus!

his 1 ! to e nside df whd i1, build your resume

meet students trom around the world

Cl tal ) Hodd Coll | un paid internship,
I Housin 1. C ullv'»',. .L\il'."',f,"; urnties ey be avarlable
I Vst our website at wdweollegeprogram.com and
N come o the presentation Attenchince 151 xl'u:..'..flnnlh‘l\k‘\.\

Tuesday, February 19 at 6:00PM
Keathle University Center, Rm 322

| ({8 @acr PfsnepWorld
COLLEGE PROGRAM

wdweollegeprogram com

Oscar’s Downfall

-

»

B

e

together, despite the sacrifices.
“I've lost seven or eight jobs

for [he

band, in my life, is number one.

the band,” Lee said.
Ihis is what | want to do with
my life.

Lee also feels it's important
that everyone in the band is on
the same page. They sit down
all their issues so
their

and discuss
that
thoughts and feelings out.

cvervone gels
“We want to say as close as

l‘l'\\']‘lk. Iu' \.Ii&l.
Communication is the No. |
thing.

If we have a problem with
another band member, no mat-
ter how trivial, we all four sit
down and talk. [Wel| throw all
the cards on the table. We try to
do that once every two or three
months
said by doing this, it
keeps them close and focused
He added that

s determined not to

Lee

on rals

‘I‘l" ol
1 \
Dand 1

'I]\

let small things break them up.

\ccording to Lee, the band is
| 1 to be success
| herr own way

ooking to have a

und scene that

LAY SOMC
Were not
llionaire rock

t to play and
| live com-

he band's

just try

as possible.

od time at our

:‘t\vf,‘\' ;‘L'l\l‘lc

ISIC OF Se¢ us
¢S W H

CIS i‘«'\'}“'k can con

usic because of

Photo Provided

Oscar’s Downfall consists of band members

(left to right) Chad Hafner, Justin Lee,
Andrew Goodman and Travis Temples.

=

choes life

the real life subject matter they
deal with.

lhough their shows usually
go well, Lee remembered a par-
ticular show in Cookville, where
things got a little crazy. Lee said
the monitor he was using threw
him off track, the microphones
went out and the PA system
blew out. The band
even finish the song.

However, Lee firmly believes
that a band* shouldn’t panic
when things go haywire because
in many cases, the audience
doesn’t even realize it.

“No matter what happens,
finish the song,” he said.

Lee, who practices his drums
four hours each day, believes
that bands should constantly
evaluate themselves. He also
believes bands and fans should
support the local band scene.

“We're of
bands supporting each other,
he said. “If vou don't like our
music, find another band that
vou [like].

IUL.!] \Lk'“Ll.‘

couldn’t

firm believers

do Support your

who handles all of
Downfall's business,
also assists out-of-town bands
that are looking for gigs in the
area. Lee even goes as far as
housing and feeding them. In
return, when Oscar’s Downfall
hits the road, these bands will
do the same for them. Though
the members are
in projects,
Oscar’s Downfall is their main
focus. After everyone graduates

Lee,
Oscar’s

some of

involved side

from college, they plan to tour
for about a vear.

Oscar’s Downfall will play
I'he End in Nashville March 1 at
10 p.m. @
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Cox Pickering
l'ennessee athletics
prominent in

the Sidelines sports

As .\Il\‘l\“C
strive to become
Division [-A
department
Wrap,’
spl\l'l\ more \l‘lll)‘]\‘ll'l\ A

‘Sports Wrap

\i\.\['[\

our way of covering M

introduces

the
opportunity to cover all sports, not

allows us
just the more prestigious ones. It 1s
our goal to cover cach sport equal
Iv and this gives us the space to do
Now,
about tennis, track and golf as well
as football, basketball and baseball
No lnn;c! will the “lesser sports be

SO, our audience can IL'.l\i

covered in 100 word blurbs.

Welcome to ‘Sports Wrap’

More in-depth coverage and
PIU“I\'\ of the athletes that interest
the student body are what can be

expected from our new tabloid
Ihe intent is to make sports morg
interesting tor the reader. A deeper
look at athletes and the
allows readers the unique opportu
nity to understand student athletes.

Every time an MT team plays,
vou can expect Sidelines to have full

games

coverage of the game or event. We
strive to offer our readers with top
notch stories about the Blue and
Lady Raiders. "Sports Wrap™ will
only

provide readers with this top-notch

enhance our opportunity to
coverage.

We see this as a unique opportu
nity that we are extremely excited
about. We hope vou will enjoy our

new tabloid.

Collen Cox

Rebecca Pickering

Colleen Cox
Rebecca Pickering
Pam Hudgens
Lindsey Turner
Amy Jones
Wesley Bush
Elizabeth Harned

Wendell Rawls

‘Sports Wrap’ staff

Sports Editor
Assistant Sports Editor/Designer

Sn’dl"‘l”f"r Edlrf_” n ' hi¢

MT Media Re

WANT TO WRITE

. SPORTS FEATURES?

5

MDELINES IS NOW HIRING

5

CALL 898-2816

{




By justln Ward
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Blue Raider

Basketball

John Humphrey goes for the

lock against a Denver
forward Saturday night.

§m%nms ONLINE @
Pre.

4 ﬁw\& v;ggfsmzu{:c}i

X Mg
NEWS wonkg wnrrmo«iom
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Blue Ralders beat Denver in last home game
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Lady Raldé'r

Basketball

Lady Raiders stay in contention for second

By Amy Jones
Chief Photographer

The Lady Raider basketball

team won their final home game of

the season Thursday with a 71-66
victory over the
South Alabama, but lost to Denver
on the road Saturday 75-66.
Senior standout Jamie
Thomatis had a game-high 24
points against USA in her last
home game at the Murphy Center
and went 3-for-14 at the charity
2 in with 5.6 seconds

line and put

University of

left in the game. Thomatis also
sank 3 baskets from the three-
point arc and went 9-for-11 from
the field.

“I thought that she played real-
ly well,” coach Stephany Smith
said. “She has had some good
moments but I thought she had a
pretty good 40 minutes and had a
lot to do with how successful we
were.”

Thomatis said, “We have had to
overcome a lot struggles, adversity
and obstacles throughout the sea-
son to get to this point. With all

the one-possession

L

] losses that we have
had in the past, we

didn’t lose our con-

fidence We just
hllxl\l\'d dow n .IH\}
pushed harder, part
ly due to coach
Smith pushing us
harder.’

he 71-66 win
over the Lady
Jaguars marks only
the second time that
the lady Raiders
have defeated the
USA squad.

MT held a 34-33
halftime lead and
led by as many as 13
in the second half

Photo by Amy Jones | Chief Photographer
Keisha McClinic looks for the pass.
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I'wo other Lady

R-!IL{CI'\ scored In

double digits. Jennifer Justice shot
50 percent from the field and put
12 points on the board.

Freshman Patrice Holmes
scored 11 points and went 3-for-3
from the free-throw line.

Holmes led a 17-point second-
half Lady Raider comeback scoring
18 points in the second half against
Denver.

“We had to come out and play
hard in the second half and get our
transition defense going,” Holmes
said. “We had open shots in the
first half, but they just weren't

falling. I just did what I had to to
get us going.’

I'he Ladv Pioneers shot 38.1
percent from the field in the first
half. Denver knocked down 8
15 threes and held a 46-29 halftim
Iv.m'

Not onlv did the
ball well 1n the first ha

scored 16 points 1r
the hirst 15 minute
half,” Smith said
10b coming out
was proud of our
ond halt

[he Lady Raider

lead to 4 with 5:47 left
ond half. The Lad

on a 10-0 run witl )t
to give them a 69-55 |

MT sliced tl

See Women'’s B-ball, 10
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Jamie Thomatis dribbles past the South Alabama defender.
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Tennis

Tennis team 5-0 after victory over NCSU

By Rebecca Pickering

Veststant Sports Ediuo

Oliver Foreman clinched the win for the MT

By Angelica Journagin

vin over Georgia Stat
versity Friday at Buck Bouldin
nnis Center,

\fter starting the season (-4, the
[ady Raiders won their fourth
straight match. MT earned the dou-
bles point, winning all 3 doubles
matches and claimed 3 singles
points before the No. 3 and No. 4
positions were canceled due to rain
.Ill\i \'.Irklh‘\\

I'he Lady Raiders dominated the
doubles matches.  The No. 32
ranked team of Manon Kruse and
Stacey Varnell defeated the GSU
team of Mojca Pavlinic and Nina
lansen at the No. | position 8-3.
\erena Preiss and Jennifer Klaschka
followed with a win at the No. 2
position 8-6 over Klara Miklikdva
and Jovana Krsikapa. Michaela
Gridling  and  Carien  Venter
clinched the MT point, winning 8-4

against  Maria  Sorensen and

ompletton belore the

start ol rainfall secured the
AT clean sweep. All three match
s were won in straight sets, After
sitting out against Louisville due
to injury Feb. 10, No. 33 national
lv ranked Kruse won 6-3,6-0 in
the No. | position against
Pavlinic. Klaschka followed by
defeating Sorensen 6-3,6-2 in the
No. 2 position. Tanja Bucheim
was the last of the MT players to
secure a point with a 6-1, 6-4 win
over Mitchell. Stacy Varnell's
default win over GSU's Karine
Etiene brought the final score to
5-0.

At No. 3, Preiss was trailing 2-
6. 7-3, 3-4 when the match was
called off. Gridline was leading
Jansen 3-6, 6-4, 5-3.

The Lady Raiders go on the

road facing the University of

Alabama Friday and Mississippi
State Saturday. MT will host the
University of I'ennessee-
Chattanooga March 5. L 4

Photo by Amy Jones | Chief Photographer
Manon Kruse returns serve.

Photo by Amy Jones | Chief Photographer
Daniel Klemetz is undefeated in singles.

Women’s tennis team beats Georgia State at home

RESULTS
MT vs. Georgia State University
Singles

. (33) Manon Kruse (MT) def. Mojca Pavlinic (GSU) 6-3, 6-0

. Jennifer Klaschka (MT) def. Maria Sorensen (GSU) 6-3, 6-2

. Verena Preiss (MT) vs. Jovana Krsikapa (GSU) 2-6, 7-5, 3-4,
stopped

4. Michaela Gridling (MT) vs. Nina Jansen (GSU)3-6, 6-4, 5-3,
stopped

5. Tanja Buchheim (MT) def. Rebecca Mitchell (GSU) 6-1, 6-4
6. Stacy Varnell (MT) def. Karine Etienne (GSU) default

WD -

Doubles

1. (32) Kruse/Varnell (MT) def. Pavlinic/Jansen (GSU) 8-3
2. Preiss/Klaschka (MT) def. Klara Miklikdva/Krsikapa (GSU) 8-6
3. Gridling/Venter (MT) def. Sorensen/Mitchell (GSU) 8-4
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Baseball team g

By Kevin Rose

Staff Writer

Ihe Middle Tennessee baseball
team started 1ts quest for another
Sun Belt title vesterday with its first
game against Austin Peay,

I'he Blue Raiders are coming off
a season in which they were Sun
Belt Co-Champions and partici-
pated in an NCAA Regional at
Knoxville. But gone from last vears
team is Sun Belt Pitcher of the Year
Dewon Brazelton, the third pick
overall by the Tampa Bav Devil
Ravs and Sun Belt Plaver of the
Year Josh Renick, an 1ith round
pick of the Minnesota Twins.

I'he Blue Raiders also lost Jason

Blue Raiders

I have been coaching baseball
in college since 1975 and puching
1s alwavs the kev,

The pitching statf will have a
new feader in 2002, but a familia
face. Sophomore John Williams of
Murtreesboro will be the leader of
the pitching staff. Williams was 7- 1
with a 3.539 ERA last season while

Peterson said.

being named a freshman  All
American. Adam Larson, o senor
transfer from Mississippi State will
be a key member of the pitching
staft,

“Larson has :;H\ni stuff, He's got
a good arm and he's a senior, so

he's been around the block”
Peterson said.
The Blue Raiders should also

oes for repeat of championshi

Baseball

appearances. Kuhn will be counted
on as a leader out of the bullpen
After this five nothing 1s tor sure,
but Peterson knows someone will
emerge from the pitching staff,
Ihere will be someone step
ping up on this pitching staff that a
lot ot [‘L'n[‘]t don’t expect to )
Peterson saud
Senior Kvle Sparkman, junior
Steven Kines and sophomore Jefl
Marcus return alter II.!\'.I]:.{ Hmnury
“l\ltlllk'd carcers. All three will have
the chance to pitch in relief or mid

week starts. The addinon of fous
freshmen: Chase Swing,  Chris
Mobley, Danny Borne and € hy

Kurtz will bolster the pitching statl

Swing and Moblev should be used

Moates and Kris Lammers to the  benefit from newcomer freshmen  maostly as starters while Borne and
draft. Bullpen ace Kevin Davis and  Travis Horschel, a transfer trom  Kurtz should see action out ol th
four-year starting catcher Kyle Tennessee Tech. Horschel should — pen. Borne could develop i
Thomas used up their four years of  join Williams and Larson as week-  left-handed specialist
eligibility. With many new faces end conference starters. The  pen
and some key returnees. here’s a  bullpen will be lead by another Infield: 1 il
look at the 2002 Blue Raider base-  Murfreeshoro  native,  Jeremy  some new |
ball team. Armstrong. shortstop Jaso i
Pitching: Pitching and defense Armstrong had 4 saves last vear  only retuning start
have been the philosophy of  togoalong witha 3.00 ERA. Senior — new dow
Peterson tor yvears, This year will be  side-arm Jason Kuhn also returns — jum ' L
no different. after going 4-3 last year in I8  trom G .
. ’ _"‘*MW
F by :",‘ """ hiel Ph
the ball at third base.
§ | 1 1
, reat
| [ Blu
Rander
ke school
HMAISCCOLU
Fhe advan
tways-tough
YOONT
ninave
Ivanc 1
+ 1S |
| bid
the 1 many uncer
this scason. there s o
e Peterson will get the
[ potvet i . t of his team and they will
l 1 Leguet o IF the team can mix th
! dction at.catcher taces with the returnees and
L = — ~ Outfield: The W | team chemistry, they will
Photo by Amy Jones | Chief Photographer b 111 good hand ance to make schoaol h
reture Poall thre | -

John Williams pitches the opening game of the 2002 season.



Lady Raider

Softball

wy

Softball team looks to new guidance

By Amv Jones
Chuef Photograph sisted

After a 41 thire 10¢ nm tal

| 1 (
1%

mieren

A P RS 2 |

Photo by A;y Jones | Chief Photographer
Kip Phillips waits for the windup and a chance to steal home.

\1 1nd i {all \
il [ sCasat I |
hitter agaimnst  Alabam A0
March ) She san d
games, threw hut

pitched 4 complete ¢
ended the season at 5-1

Shortstop Steth Silva has started
every game since her freshman ses
son in 1999, Last season she had 20
RBIs and was second on the tear
in stolen bases with 10

Lisa  Sherman  started ceveny
game for MT last season. Sherman
vy hits She

had 11 doubles and

wias a  transfer student  from
Sacramento City Junior College in
California

Restricted by an imury last sea
Laura Brockman
saw action in 45 games and only
added 2 homeruns to her
total. Brockman had 9 homeruns
in 2000 and holds the MT softball

She also had 6

son, outfielder

careet

homerun record
homeruns in 1999
Ashlic Way played in all but 8
games for the Lady Raiders and tied
\zevedo for the most homeruns
last season with 4. Wav had a 970

fielding percentage.

Named Second Team All-Sun
Belt, junior Kip Phillips finished
first on the team in hits with 60, in
triples with 3 and second in batting
werage with a 288 average.

Staye Preator pitched MT's first
perfect game in the school’s history
iter a Austin
She also threw 11 shutouts last sea

() win over Peay
son and ended 2001 with a record
32 FRA.

of 18-9andal

Jumior Kelly Cormier plaved in

aames last season and started 26
[he outhielder and first baseman
had 2 doubles against Austin Peay
on \;'ll: \7

Jenntfer Polsteen playved in 47
2ames Jdur ing 2001, Polsteen joimed
the MT squad from the University
of Alabama Birmingham. She fin
ished the season third in stolen
bases with 8

Outhielder Erica
the Sun Belt
Sportmanship Award and played in
60 of 64 games last season.

Junior Megan Cherinka joins
MT from Sierra Junior College and
is a native of El Dorado Hills, Calif.
At Sierra she had a .322 batting
average and 31 hits.

Kristina Hieb, a sophomore sec-

Buhl received
Conference

for

£LINES ® Monday, February 18, 2002 €7

WINS

Photo by Amy Jones | Chief Photographer
Lindsay Azevedo slides into third safely against Motlow State Tuesday.

ond and third baseman, played in
34 games and started 51 last season.
She also had 26 hits and scored 11
runs in 2001,

Sophomore Katie McCraw, one
of the two players originally from
[ennessee, saw limited action in
2001, She plaved in 3 games and
started 2.

I'wo treshmen join the MT line-
up m 2002.  Leah
from Naples, Fla. and was named
Florida State Plaver of the Year and

Grothause 1s

Golfer of the Year in 2000
Danielle DeCamino comes from
Downey., Calif. where she was

named San Gabriel Valley [eague
MVP and to the Press Telegram
Dream Team

‘Middle Tennessee softball will
be  taster, multi
dimensional this season, with a vet
cran  team  and staff,”
Connelley said. “In the off-season,
we have focused on position play,
hitting and situations
Pitching is the key and we need to
support our with the total

stronger  and

New

spec ial

cast
game.”

The Sun Belt competition for
MT will be tough in 2002, The

See Softball, | |
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Blue Raider
Profile

Justin Sims leads from
field, not fromthe ;benvc‘h“

By Kevin Rose t ind uri
Sttt Wrnter All=State ce he was named  the 20000 scason
Il |
\idd e
5 Al
8 m u | I
o |

‘ DI reason wh ' |
| were  Sun-Belt 0
' - Sims led the Blue Rad

' homeruns, 6 triples, .63¢

Photo by Amy Jones | Chiel Phatographer
Justin Sims breaks in from his left field position yesterday. 37

percentage and 66 RBIs. i I e
wias second in batting averag ‘

7, behind Josh Renick

st Austin Peay
n
USSUH
Id reda
.
I« e san
[} ode
Fhat

best when

ssure on them

vou. | want

honors that vou

u need the pres

¢ that vou can

evel than most

art ot the 2002 sca
chigible Stms has the

be a leader tor the 2002

Vhile he s more of a lead-by

iple tvpe of plaver, Sims does
he will be looked at as a
der this season. It's just that he

his leading on the field and

bench. @



SPORTS BRIEFS

Kendall Newson invited
to the NFL combines in

Indianapolis

The all-time leading receiver in
Middle Tennessee football history,
Kendall Newson, has been invited
to participate at the 2002 NFI
Combines. The Combines will take

PI.I\L' at the RCA Dome mn
Indianapolis, Ind., Feb. 28-March
4, Newson will b there from
March 2-4
He is the first M
(M | SN u rtl |
riedt
Hning ‘-’-|!|]
nnati - Bengal quarterback
kili Smith and other NFL hope

Newson 1s coming oft a trip to
the Hula Bowl in which he led the
south team with 5 catches for 70

vards and a touchdown

McCollum to speak at
Boys and Girls Club

fund-raiser

Middle Tennessee head football
coach Andy McCollum was chosen
as the keynote speaker for the
Ruthertord County Boys and Girls
steak dinner
March |

I'he annual

Club and burger
event 1s a primary
tund-raiser for the Boys and Girls
Club
McCollum
Practicing Winning Everyday.

He will talk

teamwork and success

will focus on

also ibout lovalty,

I'he dinner begins at 6 p.m

Compiled By David Hunter - Staff Writer

Stephany Smith’s teams
play extra hard in
month of February

The Lady Raiders have enjoyed
much success during the month of
February under the tenure of head
coach Stephany Smith

Smith posts a 30-8 record in
February. The Lady Raiders were a
perfect 10-0 during that month in
1999-2000. Last season, MT went
6-1. This season they are 3-2

Kim Freeman named
Sun Belt Field Athlete of
the Week

Kim Freeman was chosen Sun
Belt Female Field
Week after her performance in the
triple jump at the MT Invitationa

1ast week

Athlete of the

boundary in the Sun Belt this year
Freeman is the conference indoor
triple-jump champion from last
vear. She set a Sun Belt record in
the triple jump at last year's cham
pionship. Freeman also added All
American honors in the triple jump
during last year's outdoor season
I'he Middle track
teams will compete in the Sun Belt

I'ennessee

Conference Championships Feb
3-24 at the Murphy Center. This

ill be the first-ever Sun Belt

File Photo

Kendall Newson makes his move against New Mexico State University. Newson will
participate in the NFL Combine in Indianapolis March 2-4.

l'ournament MT has hosted since
joining the conference before the

2000-01 academic year

Tickets available for
Sun Belt Conference

basketball tourney

l'ickets for the Sun
Basketball Tournament in
Orleans, La. are now available.

Both the MT men's and
women's basketball teams will be
playing in the tournament Feb. 28
March 5 at Lakefront Arena on the
campus of the University of New
Orleans

Belt
New

I'he women's first round games
will be held Thursday, Feb. 28

starting at 11:30 a.m., 2:00 p.m.

md 4:30 p.m.  The men's first
round will follow the same sched
ule Fridav, March 1.

lckets i the MT section are
available for $60 from the Murphy
Center Box Office, or by calling |
888-YES-MTSU. tickets
include aamission to all games in
both the men's and women's tour

These

naments. There will be single-ses

sion tickets available Feb. 28 for
$15. Student admissions are free
with their Sun Belt Conference

school identification cards.

Basketball signee leads
team to key District 11-
AA victory

.\Ildl“x' I'ennessee l\l\l\'t‘(h.l“
signee Kyle Young led his Marshall
County team past Giles County in
three overtimes last week.

The two teams are ranked in the
top 10 by the Associated Press and
were tied tor first in District 11-AA.

Young led his team with 32
points, 14 rebounds and 6 blocked
shots

Martial Arts Club to
offer free self-defense
workshop

I'he Martial Arts Club will have
a lree se
Campus

If-defense workshop at the

Recreation Center
Wednesdav, For more information
Caleb Paschall at
mtsumac@misu.cdu. The Martial
Arts Club practices Tuesday and
Thursday from 8:15- 10:30 p.m. in
the Recreation Center.

contadt
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Womens B-ball: Playing for second place

Continued from 4

with 22 seconds left but couldn’t get any closer.
Holmes led the Lady Raiders, registering a dou-
ble-double with 25 points and 10 rebounds.
I'homatis and Justice each added 12 points.
Ashley Atkinson and Nikki Weddle both scored
21 points for the Lady Pioneers.
The Lady Raiders loss, along with a Western
Kentucky University loss to the University of

North Texas, set up a match-up for second place in
the Sun Belt east Friday.

“We still have to take care of business on Friday
and try to finish second and get that bye,” Smith
said. “If we can do that, then we won't play [in the
tournament| until Sunday, which would be a big
lift for our basketball team.”

MT plays WKU Friday at 7 p.m. The winner
will receive a first-round bye in the Sun Belt tour-
nament. ®

Women's Basketball Standings

Conference Overall
School W L w E,
East Division
Florida International 11 | 21 5
Western Kentucky 8 5 14 11
Middle Tennessee 7 6 15 11
Arkansas State 6 7 12 14
Arkansas-Little Rock 2 11 8 17
West Division
North Texas 10 3 17 7
Denver 9 4 13: 12
South Alabama 7 6 17 8
New Orleans 6 7 10 15
New Mexico State 5 9 10 15 ‘
Louisiana-Lafayette 1 13 6 19

VISIT
WWW.MTSUSIDELINES.COM

Photo by Amy

Renee Hall goes up for tw

80 PERCENT OF SUN DAMAGE
OCCURS BEFORE AGE 18.

AND EVERY SUNBURN DURING CHILDHOOD
SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASES YOUR RISK OF
SKIN CANCER. PROTECT YOURSELF AND
PROTECT YOUR CHILDREN USE SUNSCREEN
SEEK SHADE

AAD

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF DERMATOLOGY

888.462.DERM wWww.aad.org




Softball: Lady Raiders picked second in SBC

Continued from 7

Lady Raiders were placed second
on the Sun Belt Preseason Coaches
Poll to the University of Louisiana-
Lafayette. MT lost to UL-Lafayette
5 times last season.

Behind the Lady Raiders in the
poll at No Y is Florida
International University. FIU went
44-22 last season and held a 2-2
record against M'T during the 2001

season

1s New
[he Lady

Coming in at No. 4
Mexico State University.

Aggies tied the Lady Raiders in the
Sun Belt Conference during the

2001 regular season. NMSU fin
ished 2001 at 25-45 and 11-9 in the
SB(

At No. 5 in the pol th
Western Kentucky Lini
WKU has started the 20
with a 3-1 record and tool
first loss of the vear to San D)

State University on Feb

Kelly Cormier focuses
Y

on fielding the gr

photographe)ss

ound ball as the runnei

breaks for

The Lady Raiders will spend a
lot of their time this season travel
ing because there are only cight
home dates set for 2002, With only
16 games at home, MT will have to
learn to win on the road. In 2001

they went 10-12 on the road, 14
ind 17-6 at home
MT softball traveled to Monroc

La. to participate in the Mardi Gras

it a neutral sit

Classic on Feb. 15317 and will be in
wokeville at the Tennessee Tech
Fournament on Fel I

o S

second base

hir
C
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Softball team splits first
four games in Monroe

By Colleen Cox
Sports Editor

The Middle Tennessee softball
team opened its season, splitting
four games at the Mardi Gras
Classic in Monroe, La. this week-
end.

Jennifer Martinez pitched a
complete game as the Lady Raiders
won their first game of the tourna-
ment 2-1 over Troy State Friday.
Martinez allowed just 3 hits and
struck out 5.

Lisa Sherman started the
offense for MT in the top of the
first. with a single. Kip Phillips
advanced Sherman to second with
a sacrifice bunt. Martinez singled,
allowing Sherman to move to
third. Lindsay Azevedo picked up
the RBI with a single, scoring
Sherman.

TSU tied the game in the third
on a Sammi Wilkes homerun.

With two outs in the fifth
inning, Phillips singled. Martinez
followed with a single and Phillips
advanced to third. The next Pil(h

went wild allowing Phillips to
wore the wimning run
I games  weren
the Lady Raider
E»\:~ .‘,\‘\"\I \-u[[\\;‘
1 nversity of
fonroc
| Rathkamp took a 3

sidelines IS now
ng photographers-

Il 898.

Stayc Preator pitch deep over the
left field fence in the third inning
to give Corpus Christi the victory.
MT managed only two hits in the
contest.

UL-Monroe attacked early,
scoring 3 runs in the second
inning and won 10-1. Amanda
Kendall took the loss on the
mound, giving up 12 hits, 2 home- -
runs and 10 earned runs. She also
threw 2 wild pitches.

Freshman Danielle DeCamino
picked up her first hit and run
scored in the loss.

Martinez put the Lady Raiders
back on the winning track, tossing
her first career no-hitter in a 3-0
win over Tulsa.

MT scored 2 runs in the fifth
and added a run in the seventh for
the victory. Azevedo started things
in the fifth with a leadoff single.
Jennifer Polsteen came in to run
for Azevedo. Kelly Cormier singled
advancing Polsteen to second. The
runners moved up a base on a
ground out. Leah Grothause
reached on a fielder's choice allow-
Cormier

ing Polsteen to score

scored on a throwing error,

'he Lady Raiders continued
play in the Mardi Gras Invitational
sunday. Results were unavailable
it press time. Check Wednesday's

edition of Sidelines tor results, @

2816
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Preator makes mark in Middle Tennessee

By Lindsey Turner
Managing Editor

A culture change was what
junior Staye Preator was |tu|kl|\‘\1
for when from
California’s High
School in 1999, What she got was a

she  graduated
Girossmont

good dose of southern hospitality
and an even bigger taste of success
when she jomed the Lady Raider
softhall team
Ihough she lettered i softball
ountry and basketball in El
n about 20 mm
Preator ate
sotthall
vas softhall

vervthing soft

Hes cast ol Sal Nego
1hed

WV Vo Life
Preator said, 1 did
vall, hasicall

Preator tollowed her older sister
nto the world of sports when she
was five, and started out as a catch
er. When she was nine, she decided
she wanted to be a pitcher

I ended up getting to the point
where | began liking the whole idea
ol being in the very center - in the
middle - and having contral of the
game,” she said

She began playing ASA

Her team tin

travel
[all when she was 1
ished fifth in the nation that year.

Ax a high school senior, Preator
went 11-3 with 0.80 ERA and 94
strikeouts. She was All-CIF Player
of the Year and was a two-time All-
League selection. Unfortunately,
she c\pcru'n\ul some  setbacks,
including shoulder surgery, that
knocked her out of playing for a
year and hindered her selection of a
college.

Preator said there were some
schools she was excited about
attending near the west coast, but
eventually cast coast schools won
out. "I was really looking for a cul-
ture change,” she said. “I was
alwavs OK to go away. | didn't
want 1o stay in San Diego.”

Luckily for Preator, many Sun
Belt and Ohio Valley Conterence
schoals were recruiting, including
M. However, despite her longing
to stray from California, the main
reason she set her sights on MTSL
was completely comcidental,

“I based my entire decision on
\lgn,\." she said. The local street
signs spoke to Preator. Baird (of
Baird Lane) was her grandmother's

maiden name. Clarke (of Clarke
Street) was her mother's maiden
name. And Preator's Amernican
Indian ancestors were (heroke
Court,

When she saw the SIgNS, Preatorn
knew Middle Tennessee would be
her new home. The Lady
softball team offered her a scholar
ship and she enrolled in the fall of
1999

Raider

Upon joining the team
quickly began building her reput
tion as one of the best picher
MT. In

\hl'

20010 Wils I
appearances with Jtart
recorded | 34
strikeouts witl
just 21 walks 11
| 3.1 mmnings
She pitched the
) \

Champianshiy
pdame 1o e
the Ly
Ratders to thenr
lirst N

Fournament
appedrance 1n

school history \

Her  biggest
moment  came
in April 2001

when she

me: my team helped me out big
time.’

['he remainder of the season
more than proved Preator's worth
by placing her in the school record
books five

In addition to her
threw |l

Hmes
Lame e
1‘5nu' her \(‘\.Ull\l
tv history tor shutouts in
irted 28 games and

] 1d had 172 strike-

in school

W) ocareer
ireer I R\
nk sweond in

teams’ players by not giving any
sign as to how she’s feeling or what
she has in store.

Preator’s life as a college athlete
has landed her in newspapers and
in record books, but it's not exactly
a glamorous life. With 5 a.m. work-
outs, lots of travel and weekly
games, time management is a con-
stant concern, and discipline is
paramount for athletes who have to
maintain good grades and excellent
health.

“Out here, there’s not really
much time for hobbies,” she said.

However, Preator said, playing
college athlet-
ics has its
perks, such as
free  clothes
and a personal
trainer,
among other
things.

“You've got
your own fit-
ness trainer,
who you want
to kill some-
times,”  she
said. “You've
got someone
who is going
to make sure

pitched the first you're in
perfect game in shape
school history. Photo by Amy Jones | Chief Photographer ~ €xcept for
The 7-0 win Stayc Preator remains emotionless as she delivers the pitch. when he
came in the makes you do
second game of too many

a doubleheader against Austin Peay
State University. Preator threw 7
strikeouts in that game.

She said that by the third inning,
she knew it was going to be a per-
fect game.

“Usually when you know, it
jinxes it,” she said.

None of her teammates would
look at her or even talk to her, she
said, for superstitious fear of break
ing the three-up, three-down streak
the team had held for the first few
nnings.

“Every single pitch, [ was there
with it,” she said.

With the help of her teammates,
who scored 7 runs and played out
standing defense, the Lady Raiders
wrapped up the game in style.

“My whole team was there with
me,” Preator said. “It wasn't just

career shutouts with 16.
Preator said that, early in her
college career, she was intimidated

by Jennifer Martinez, another of

Middle Tennessee's leading pitch-
C¢rs.

However, the intimidation
melted away, Preator said.

“Just the fact that she's so awe-
some and that I'm so awesome and
that we're coming together and
vou're going to see a left-hander
and a right-hander - [ think that’s
so cool,” Preator said.

Preator's trademark emotion-
less plaving style carned her the
nickname of “lee”™ by her team-
mates

“I really
don’t show
there,”
allows

enjov the fact that |1

any  e¢motion  out
Preator said. She said it
her to intimidate other

squats and you're butt gets a little
bit bigger,” she said with a laugh.

Preator said she appreciates the
network of athletes who support
cach other.

“The best thing about being on a
team is that you have 16 other girls
out there that are doing exactly
what you're doing,” she said.

Preator fteels that the recent
coaching change was a positive one
tor the team.

“I think that having our new
coach is really helping us a lot,” she
said. Cindy Connelley, who took
over in August 2001, wiped the
slate clean, Preator said, and player
reputations had to be rebuilt.

Preator has had to make a tran-
sition to southern living, which has
provided, for the most part, the
culture shock she had been craving

while in Calitorma

Ihe South I've found very
friendly.” she said. “There are a lot
of agitated people that live [in San
Diego).”

Preator said San Diego is much
more fast-paced, and its residents
have agendas that don’t allow for
leisure time or niceties with
strangers.

“When you go to get groceries,
it's like, ‘I need, this, this and this,”
she said. “You see people and if
they look at you and start smiling,
you're like, ‘Dude, do you want my
bag or something?™”

Preator usually journeys back to
California only two or three times a
year: for Christmas, Thanksgiving
and a month during the summer.

“I think I'm going to try and go
home more this summer because |
picked up surfing last summer and
I really want to go back,” she said.

Her parents try to attend at least
two of her games per season. This
year, the Lady Raiders play in
Sacramento, so her folks will get to
come up for that game, she said, as
well as the Sun Belt Tournament in
Miami.

The 20-year-old Preator has yet
to completely decide on a major.

“I think I'm leaning more
toward biology,” she said. “I'm
kind of between chemistry and
biology.”

An Animal Planet junkie,
Preator is considering marine biol-
ogy as well as nuclear medicine and
psychology for future occupations,
but she refuses to pigeonhole her
future.

“If 1 do get a degree in biology
and decide to become a salesper-
son, that’s fine,” she said.

Preator has high hopes for the
team this season.

“I think that we’re going to have
the best season we've ever had,” she
said. “We've done very well at com-
ing together.”

While she, along with the rest of
the team, continues to hope for
better facilities and a less-recre-
ational-looking field, she foresees
success in the immediate future
and hopes the | ady Raiders will
make it to the World Series.

“We deserve to be there,” she
said. “1 think that we're going 10
surprise a lot of people.” ® -
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