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ABSTRACT

BLACK AMERICANS AND THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS
TOWARD UNION VICTORY IN THE AMERICAN

CIVIL WAR, 1861-1865

by Jo e  H. Mays

The c e n t r a l  focus  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  t o  p ro v id e  a 

com prehensive  su rv e y  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  b la c k  Americans 

d u r in g  t h e  C i v i l  War, 1861-1865, and  to  d e m o n s tra te  th e  r o l e  

th e y  p la y e d  tow ard  h e lp in g  th e  Union win th e  w ar. Both th e  

d i r e c t  in v o lv em en t o f  b la c k  Am ericans in  t h e  w ar and t h e i r  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  b e h in d  th e  Union l i n e s  a r e  d i s c u s s e d .

A p p ro x im a te ly  520 ,000  b la c k s  e n t e r e d  th e  Union l i n e s  

d u r in g  th e  w ar, m ost o f  whom s e rv e d  as  l a b o r e r s ,  s p i e s ,  

g u id e s ,  co o k s ,  l a u n d r e s s e s ,  s e r v a n t s ,  and t e a m s te r s .  More 

th a n  200 ,000  o f  them, how ever, fo u g h t  i n  t h e  Union army and 

navy . These b la c k  s o l d i e r s  and s a i l o r s  fo u g h t  co u ra g e o u s ly  

i n  every  m i l i t a r y  d e p a r tm en t o f  t h e  U n ited  S t a t e s  army and 

navy . Tw enty-one o f  them w ere  awarded t h e  C o n g re s s io n a l  

Medal o f  Honor f o r  o u t s t a n d in g  b r a v e r y .

T h is  s tu d y  d e m o n s tr a te s  t h a t  b la c k s  i n  noncom batant 

p o s i t i o n s  a l s o  p e rfo rm ed  t h e i r  d u t i e s  c r e d i t a b l y  and made 

v a lu a b le  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to  t h e  Union war e f f o r t .  The Union 

spy system  r e l i e d  h e a v i l y  upon in fo r m a t io n  s u p p l i e d  by
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fo rm er  s l a v e s .  Because th e s e  b la c k s  w ere a c q u a in te d  w i th  

n a t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  th e  c o u n t ry ,  th e y  made e x c e l l e n t  s p i e s ,  

s c o u t s ,  and g u id e s .  The l a b o r e r s  perfo rm ed  a v a r i e t y  o f  

d u t i e s ,  i n c lu d in g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  ro a d s ,  r a i l r o a d s  and  

b r id g e s .  B la c k s  (women and men) s e rv e d  a lso  i n  h o s p i t a l s  

and camps a s  n u r s e s  and a id e s  in  c a r in g  f o r  th e  s i c k  and 

wounded.

On t h e  n o r th e r n  hom efron t b la c k s  were n o t  n e g l e c t f u l  

o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  They k e p t  p r e s s u r e  on th e  P r e s i d e n t  

and  Congress t o  a b o l i s h  s l a v e r y ,  e n l i s t  b lack s  i n  th e  Union 

arm y, and p r o v id e  f o r  r a c i a l  e q u a l i t y .  Black c h u rch es  and 

s e c u l a r  l e a d e r s  formed f re e d m e n 's  a id  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  w hich  

s o l i c i t e d  g i f t s  o f  c l o t h i n g  and d o n a t io n s  of c a s h ,  and 

d i s t r i b u t e d  th e  d o n a ted  c l o t h i n g ,  fo o d , and m ed ica l  s u p p l i e s  

to  needy c o n t r a b a n d s .  B lack  m is s io n a ry  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  

c h u rc h e s ,  an d  b la c k  i n d i v i d u a l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  s c h o o ls  t h r o u g h 

o u t  th e  S o u th  and i n  some n o r th e r n  c i t i e s  fo r  t h e  fo rm er 

s l a v e s .

F i n a l l y ,  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  in c lu d e s  a t e a c h in g  u n i t  

d e m o n s t r a t in g  how t h i s  t o p i c  may be i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  a 

t r a d i t i o n a l  u n i t  t a u g h t  i n  secondary  and c o l le g e  su rv ey  

American h i s t o r y  c o u r s e s .

The o f f i c i a l  r e c o rd s  o f  th e  U n i te d  S t a te s  governm ent 

f o r  th e  a rm ie s  and n a v i e s ,  con tem pora ry  and docum entary 

w o rk s ,  seco n d a ry  books and p e r i o d i c a l  a r t i c l e s ,  t h e s e s  and  

d i s s e r t a t i o n s  s u p p l ie d  in fo rm a t io n  f o r  t h i s  s tu d y .
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A m erican h i s t o r y  te x tb o o k s  o f t e n  f a i l  to  n o te  th e  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  b l a c k  Am ericans have made tow ard  th e  d ev e lo p 

ment o f  t o d a y 's  s o c i e t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  toward 

n o r th e r n  v i c t o r y  i n  th e  C i v i l  War. The b e l i e f  s t i l l  

p e r s i s t s  among many laymen, s t u d e n t s ,  and some h i s t o r i a n s  

t h a t  th e  b la c k s  w ere  p a s s i v e ,  d o c i l e ,  uncom prehending 

r e c i p i e n t s  o f  freedom  i n  1865.

Am erican b la c k s  w ere b o th  symbols and p a r t i c i p a n t s  

in  th e  w ar .  They w ere n o t  m ere ly  p a s s iv e  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  th e  

b e n e f i t s  c o n f e r r e d  upon them by th e  w ar, b u t  w ere  a c t i v e  on 

the  b a t t l e f i e l d s ,  b e h in d  th e  l i n e s ,  and on th e  home f r o n t .  

A p p ro x im a te ly  520 ,000  b la c k s  came w i t h i n  Union l i n e s  d u r in g  

th e  w ar. Most o f  them went to  work as l a b o r e r s ,  s p i e s ,  

s c o u ts ,  g u id e s ,  and s o l d i e r s ,  b u t  more th an  200 ,000  o f  them 

fo u g h t  i n  t h e  Union army and navy .

B lack  c i v i l i a n s  made some n o tew o rth y  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  

to  th e  war e f f o r t .  Many b l a c k  women worked i n  h o s p i t a l s  and 

camps, r a i s e d  money f o r  th e  f a m i l i e s  o f  th e  men a t  th e  

f r o n t ,  and worked w i th  c o n v a le s c e n t  s o l d i e r s .  B lack  o r a t o r s  

and w r i t e r s  w ere l e a d e r s  i n  th e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  e m an c ip a tio n

1
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and e q u a l  r i g h t s .  They a l s o  worked to  b r in g  e d u c a t i o n ,  

s u f f r a g e ,  and la n d  to  s o u th e rn  freedm en.

A m erican  b la c k s  were c r u c i a l  to  the  w hole  Union war 

e f f o r t .  Not o n ly  d id  b la c k  s o l d i e r s ,  as w e l l  as  o t h e r  

b l a c k s ,  h e lp  t h e  N orth  win th e  w ar, b u t  they  c o n v in c e d  many 

n o r th e r n  p e o p le  t h a t  th e y  d e se rv e d  to  be t r e a t e d  as  e q u a l s .  

D uring  t h e i r  s e r v i c e  i n  th e  C iv i l  War, b lack  s o l d i e r s  

p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a t  l e a s t  t h i r t y - n i n e  major b a t t l e s  and 

fo u r  hundred  t e n  m ajor engagem ents . They c o n s t i t u t e d  tw elve 

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  F e d e ra l  a rm ies  and s e v e n te e n  r e c e i v e d  

th e  C o n g r e s s io n a l  Medal o f  Honor, A m erica 's  h i g h e s t  m i l i t a r y  

h o n o r .

B lack  A m ericans had fo u g h t i n  n e a r ly  e v e ry  American 

war b e f o r e  t h e  o u tb re a k  o f  th e  C i v i l  War. They had  fo u g h t  

i n  t h e  c o l o n i a l  w ars, i n  th e  R e v o lu t io n ,  and i n  th e  War o f  

1812. B efo re  t h e  American C i v i l  War, however, b la c k  

A m ericans w ere  n o t  an o f f i c i a l  p a r t  o f  the  r e g u l a r  m i l i t a r y  

f o r c e s  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .  They s e rv e d  in  t im e s  o f  w ar, 

b u t  a f t e r  th e  c r i s i s  r e v e r t e d  to  t h e i r  p re v io u s  s t a t u s ,  

s l a v e s  o r  f r e e  b l a c k s .  D uring th e  C i v i l  War A m erican b la c k s  

p e rm a n e n t ly  won th e  r i g h t  to  b e a r  a rm s. Ever s in c e  th e n  

th e y  h ave  s e r v e d  in  t h e  r e g u l a r  army and in  t h e  m i l i t i a  o f  

some o f  th e  s t a t e s  d u r in g  p e a c e t im e .

The C i v i l  War r e s u l t e d  in  a  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  th e  s t a t u s  

o f  b l a c k s ,  N o r th  as w e l l  as  South . I t  b ro u g h t  freedom , 

c i t i z e n s h i p ,  an d  e v e n t u a l l y  e q u a l  c i v i l  and p o l i t i c a l
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r i g h t s  ( i n  th e o ry  a t  l e a s t )  to  a l l  American b l a c k s .

Thousands o f  freedm en r e c e iv e d  th e  ru d im en ts  o f  e d u c a t io n .  

Time r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  r e v o lu t io n  i n  the  s t a t u s  o f  b la c k s  

was n o t  a s  com ple te  a s  i t  ap p ea red , b u t  in  1865 b l a c k s  c o u ld  

lo o k  backw ard  on f o u r  y e a r s  o f  s t a r t l i n g  and r a p i d  change 

and  co u ld  lo o k  fo rw a rd  h o p e f u l ly  to  a c c e p ta n c e  a s  e q u a ls  i n  

American l i f e .

The w r i t e r  h a s  u se d  many te x tb o o k s  d u r in g  h i s  n in e 

t e e n  y e a r s  o f  t e a c h in g  e x p e r ie n c e  on the  s e c o n d a ry  and 

c o l l e g e  l e v e l s  and h a s  o b se rv e d  t h a t  a v e ry  b r i e f  co v e ra g e ,  

i f  any a t  a l l , has  b een  g iv en  to  b la c k s  and t h e i r  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to  th e  Union war e f f o r t .  As one  o f  t h e  f i r s t  

b l a c k s  to  t e a c h  i n  a  p re d o m in a n tly  w h ite  h ig h  s c h o o l  

(D y ersb u rg  High i n  1965) i n  Tennessee and t h e  f i r s t  b la c k  

i n s t r u c t o r  a t  Jac k so n  S t a t e  Community C o lleg e  i n  1968, the  

w r i t e r  h as  o b se rv e d  t h a t  b o th  b la c k  and w h i t e  s t u d e n t s  know 

l i t t l e  a b o u t  th e  r o l e s  b la c k s  p la y e d  in  th e  C i v i l  War. They 

a r e  a l s o  unaw are o f  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  so u rc e s  on th e  s u b j e c t .

T h is  s tu d y  i s  im p o r ta n t  b ecau se  i t  w i l l  p r o v id e  

r e s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  can  be used  i n  the  r e a d i n g  and  

t e a c h in g  o f  American h i s t o r y .  H o p efu lly  a l l  s t u d e n t s  (b la c k  

and  w h i te )  w i l l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  have a more a c c u r a t e  d e s c r i p t i o n  

o f  th e  American C i v i l  War. M oreover, an i n c r e a s i n g  number 

o f  w h ite  Am ericans have  become aware t h a t  t h e i r  l a c k  o f  

knowledge ab o u t  th e  r o l e  o f  t h e i r  b l a c k  coun trym en  i n  the
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making o f  America has d im in ished  t h e i r  u n d e rs tan d in g  o f  the  

p a s t  and t h e i r  g ra sp  on th e  s o c ia l  r e a l i t i e s  o f  th e  p r e s e n t .

When h i s t o r y  books do n o t  m e n t io n  th e  many 

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t h a t  b la c k  Am ericans made tow ard  Union 

v i c t o r y ,  a s i g n i f i c a n t  o m iss io n  has r e s u l t e d .  A l l  Americans 

sh o u ld  r e a l i z e  o r  a t  l e a s t  have  an o p p o r tu n i t y  to  l e a r n  t h a t  

b la c k  A m ericans h av e  been  more th an  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  f i g u r e s  on 

th e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  American l i f e ,  p ro m in e n t  o n ly  i n  a t h l e t i c s  

and e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  O ften  t h e  p o s i t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  

b la c k  A m ericans h av e  e sc a p e d  th e  eye o f  the  h i s t o r i a n  and 

have n o t  been in c lu d e d  in  h i s  work. I t  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  th e  

p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  (1) to  develop  a  r e s o u r c e  u n i t  on th e  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  b la c k  A m ericans to w a rd  n o r t h e r n  v i c t o r y  in  

th e  Am erican C i v i l  War, 1861-1865; an d  (2) to  p ro v id e  th e  

laymen, s t u d e n t s ,  and i n s t r u c t o r s  w i t h  a  com prehensive  

b ib l io g r a p h y  f o r  f u r t h e r  s tu d y  on th e  s u b j e c t .

The v a l i d i t y  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  r e s t s  upon t h e  fo l lo w in g  

a s s u m p t io n s :

1. A lth o u g h  many American h i s t o r y  te x tb o o k s  have  

r e c e n t l y  been r e v i s e d  to  c o r r e c t  t h e i r  a lm o st t o t a l  n e g l e c t  

o f  th e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  b l a c k  A m ericans tow ard  t h e  t o t a l  

n o r t h e r n  war e f f o r t ,  th e  r e s u l t  in  m o s t  c a se s  i s

u n s a t i s  f a c t o r y .

2 .  S tu d e n t s  o f  b o th  r a c e s  n e e d  to  know th e  t r u t h  

abou t A m e r ic a 's  p a s t ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  th e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  b l a c k  

A m ericans to  th e  American c u l t u r e  m ust n o t  be o v e r lo o k e d .
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3. Many A m erican h i s t o r y  t e a c h e r s  in  h ig h  sc h o o l  

and c o l l e g e  su rv e y  c o u r s e s  g iv e  in a d e q u a te  co v erag e  to  t h e  

numerous b l a c k  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to  th e  t o t a l  n o r th e r n  war 

e f f o r t .

4 .  An im p o r ta n t  g o a l  o f  e d u c a t io n  i s  t o  s tu d y  t h e  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  a l l  Am ericans and h i s t o r y  sh o u ld  be t a u g h t  

w i th  t h i s  i n  mind.

T h is  s tu d y  in v o lv e d  a th o ro u g h  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  

seco n d a ry  books a b o u t  b la c k  A m ericans and t h e i r  c o n t r i 

b u t io n s  d u r in g  th e  Am erican C i v i l  War. In  a d d i t i o n ,  The 

J o u r n a l  o f  Negro H i s to r y  and o t h e r  h i s t o r i c a l  q u a r t e r l i e s  

w ere  e x p lo re d  f o r  a r t i c l e s .  D o c to ra l  d i s s e r t a t i o n s  and 

m a s t e r ' s  t h e s e s  w i t h  t i t l e s  r e l a t e d  to  t h i s  s tu d y  were 

su rv e y e d .  P r im a ry  s o u rc e s  w ere  a l s o  r e s e a r c h e d .  These 

in c lu d e d  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e c o rd s  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  Govern

ment f o r  b o th  th e  a rm ie s  and n a v i e s .  O ther  con tem porary  

s o u rc e  m a t e r i a l  was a l s o  i n v e s t i g a t e d .

Much h as  b e e n  w r i t t e n  i n  r e c e n t  y e a rs  on the  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  and r o l e  o f  b l a c k  Am ericans d u r in g  th e  

American C i v i l  War. Only a b r i e f  summary o f  t h e  most 

r e l e v a n t  w orks ,  how ever,  i s  g iv e n  h e r e .  John Hope F r a n k l in  

i n  From S la v e ry  to  Freedom s t a t e s  t h a t  b la c k s  p e rfo rm ed  a l l  

k in d s  o f  s e r v i c e s  i n  th e  Union army. They were u sed  

e x t e n s i v e l y  a s  s p i e s  and s c o u t s ,  b u i l t  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  and  

d e s t r o y e d  C o n fe d e ra te  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  and s u p p l i e s .  When
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b la c k s  were f i n a l l y  p e r m i t t e d  to  e n l i s t  i n  th e  Union army, 

th e y  d id  so w i th  e n th u s ia sm .* -

A cco rd in g  to  W il l ia m  L. K atz  i n  E y e w i tn e s s : The

Negro i n  A m erican H i s t o r y , th e  Union spy system  r e l i e d

h e a v i l y  upon in fo r m a t io n  s u p p l i e d  by fo rm er  s l a v e s .  A l le n

P in k e r to n ,  c h i e f  o f  th e  Union S e c r e t  S e r v ic e ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  he

found th e  b l a c k s  o f  i n v a lu a b le  a s s i s t a n c e  from th e  v e ry

b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  war. B lack  women a l s o  s e rv e d  th e  t ro o p s

b e h in d  th e  l i n e s  and o rg a n iz e d  r e l i e f  s o c i e t i e s .  The

E m an c ip a tio n  P ro c la m a t io n  o f  1 J a n u a ry  1863 opened th e

U n ite d  S t a t e s  armed f o r c e s  to  b l a c k s ,  s l a v e  and f r e e .

B e fo re  th e  w ar ended, 200 ,000  e n t e r e d  t h e  army and navy.

Many i n  th e  N o r th  and S ou th  were s u r p r i s e d  to  f i n d  t h a t

b l a c k s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th o se  who had  been  s l a v e s ,  made good

s o l d i e r s .  In  more th a n  200 b a t t l e s ,  th e y  fo u g h t  b r a v e ly  and
2

won p r a i s e  f ro m  b o th  f r i e n d s  and enem ies .

James M. McPherson in  The N egro1s C i v i l  War s t a t e s  

t h a t  many n o r t h e r n  b la c k s  o f f e r e d  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  to  th e  

Union governm ent as s o l d i e r s  i n  1861. The government and 

th e  n o r th e r n  p e o p le ,  how ever, c o n s id e re d  i t  a " w h i te  m an 's  

war" and r e f u s e d  to  a c c e p t  them. B lack  l e a d e r s ,

*John Hope F r a n k l in ,  From S la v e ry  to  Freedom: A
H is to r y  o f  Negro Americans (New York: Random House, 1969),
pp . 290-92 .

2
W ill ia m  L. K a tz ,  E y e w itn e s s :  The Negro i n  American

H i s to r y  (New York: P itm an  P u b l i s h in g  C o rp o ra t io n ,  1971),
pp . 209-15.
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n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  c o n t in u e d  to  u rg e  th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  e n r o l l i n g

b l a c k  t r o o p s .  They knew t h a t ,  i f  th e  b la c k  man p ro v e d  h i s

p a t r i o t i s m  and  co u ra g e  on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d ,  th e  n a t i o n  w ould
3

be  m o ra l ly  o b l i g a t e d  to  g r a n t  h im  f i r s t - c l a s s  c i t i z e n s h i p .

A c co rd in g  to  Dudley T. C o rn ish  i n  The S ab le  Arm, th e  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  to  f i n a l  Union v i c t o r y  

i n v o lv e  more th a n  c o u n t in g  c a s u a l t i e s  and l i s t i n g  e n g a g e 

m en ts .  B lack  s o l d i e r s  sh a re d  e v e ry  k in d  o f  s o l d i e r s '  d u ty  

w i t h  t h e i r  w h i te  com rades, such  as g u a rd in g  p r i s o n e r s ,  

p r e p a r i n g  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  e s c o r t i n g  wagon t r a i n s ,  and 

d r i l l i n g .  W hatever d u t i e s  th e  b la c k s  p e rfo rm ed , t h e i r  

o v e r a l l  p e r fo rm a n c e  was a d m ira b le .  D e sp i te  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  

i n  pay and d u ty ,  and  th e  c o n s ta n t  t h r e a t  o f  d e a th  o r  r e t u r n  

to  s l a v e r y  i f  c a p tu r e d ,  b la c k  s o l d i e r s  d id  n o t  d e s e r t  in  

ab n o rm a lly  l a r g e  num bers. As s o l d i e r s  i n  th e  Union army, 

b l a c k  A m ericans p ro v e d  t h e i r  manhood and e s t a b l i s h e d  a
4

s t r o n g  c la im  to  e q u a l i t y  o f  t r e a tm e n t  and o p p o r tu n i ty .

Benjam in Q u a r le s  in  The Negro in  th e  C i v i l  War 

s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  s l a v e s  and f r e e  b la c k s  on th e  s o u th e rn  home 

f r o n t  r e v e a l e d  t h e i r  in n e rm o s t  sy m p a th ies  th ro u g h  t h e i r  

e f f o r t s  to  a s s i s t  Union s o l d i e r s  who e sc a p e d  from p r i s o n .

O
James M. McPherson, The N e g ro 's  C i v i l  War: How

American N egroes  F e l t  and A cted  D uring  th e  War f o r  th e"U n io n  
(New York: Random House, 1965),  pp . 160-65.

4
Dudley T. C o rn ish ,  The S ab le  Arm: Negro Troops xn

t h e  Union  Army, 1861-1865 (New York: W. W. N orton  & Co. ,
1 5 6 6 ) ,  pp . 28 5 -9 1 .
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These b la c k s  were in  a p o s i t i o n  to  g ive  marked a s s i s t a n c e .  

The s l a v e s  knew th e  bypaths  and s h o r t - c u t s  in  the woods, the 

lo c a t io n  o f  p a t r o l  guards , and the  p o s i t i o n  o f  the 

C onfedera te  p i c k e t s .^

I n  every  n o r th e r n  c i t y  w i th  a  s i z a b l e  b la c k  

p o p u la t io n ,  th e  b l a c k  ch u rch es  and b l a c k  l e a d e r s  form ed 

f r e e d m e n 's  a id  s o c i e t i e s .  B lacks  w ere a l s o  a c t i v e  i n  th e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s c h o o ls  f o r  th e  freedm en . The f i r s t  c o n t r a 

band s c h o o l  in  th e  South  opened on 1 Septem ber 1861. The 

b lack  c h u rc h e s  s e n t  many b la c k  fem ale  t e a c h e r s  to  th e  South  

d u r in g  t h e  war.

B lack  s a i l o r s  a l s o  p la y e d  an im p o r ta n t  p a r t  i n  

n o r th e r n  v i c t o r y .  O n e - fo u r th  o f  th e  Union n a v y 's  s a i l o r s  

were b l a c k  (2 9 ,5 1 1 ) .  They f u l f i l l e d  a v a r i e t y  o f  r o l e s .  

Blacks w e re  on v e s s e l s  engaged in  c o a s t a l  b lo c k a d e s  and  

h un ted  down enemy p r i v a t e e r s .  O th e rs  s e rv e d  as  g u n n e rs ,  

l o a d e r s ,  coa l h e a v e r s ,  s te w a rd s ,  and f i r e m e n .  On th e  docks, 

b lack  men were e q u a l l y  a c t i v e  as  l a b o r e r s  u n lo a d in g  s u p p l i e s  

and eq u ip m en t.  B lack s  s e rv e d  a b o a rd  th e  R ea rsag e  when she 

d e s t r o y e d  the A labam a, a b o a rd  th e  M o n ito r  i n  i t s  famed 

engagem ent w ith  t h e  M errim ac , and a b o a rd  Adm iral D avid  G. 

F a r r a g u t ' s  f l a g s h ip  in  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  M obile Bay. F o u r  b la c k

^Benjamin Q u a r le s ,  The Negro i n  th e  C iv i l  War 
(B oston: L i t t l e ,  Brown & Co. ,  1969), p p . 267-69.

^McPherson, N e g ro 's  C i v i l  W ar, pp . 135-39.
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s a i l o r s  won C o n g re s s io n a l  M edals o f  Honor f o r  v a l o r  i n  

com bat.^

The p r e j u d ic e  a g a in s t  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  i n  th e  

b e g in n in g  o f  the  w ar  made t h e i r  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  much h a r d e r  

than  t h o s e  o f  th e  w h i t e s .  B la c k  s o l d i e r s  r e c e i v e d  l e s s  pay 

th an  w h i t e s ,  were i n e l i g i b l e  u n t i l  n e a r  th e  end  o f  t h e  war 

to  become o f f i c e r s ,  and w ere n o t  t r e a t e d  as p r i s o n e r s  o f  war 

when c a p tu r e d .  Y et many b l a c k s  r e a l i z e d  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  

re m a in in g  i n  the  U nion army. Not o n ly  would b la c k  t ro o p s  

h e lp  s h o r t e n  the  w ar  and b r i n g  abou t th e  freedom  o f  th e  

s la v e s ,  b u t  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  w ould be t h e i r  p a s s p o r t  to  

c i t i z e n s h i p .  An im p o r ta n t  a s p e c t  o f  b la c k  in v o lv e m e n t  i s  

th e  f a c t  t h a t  most o f  th e  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  came from t h e  South 

and were form er s l a v e s .  A ccord ing  t o  John Hope F r a n k l i n ,

93.000 b l a c k  t ro o p s  w ere r e c r u i t e d  from  th e  s e c e d e d  s t a t e s ;

40.000 came from t h e  b o rd e r  s l a v e  s t a t e s  w hich re m a in e d  in  

th e  U nion; and 5 2 ,0 0 0  came fro m  th e  f r e e  s t a t e s .  T hese  

f ig u r e s  s h o u ld  m od ify  th e  v iew  h e ld  by many h i s t o r i a n s  about 

th e  l o y a l t y  o f s l a v e s  d u r in g  t h e  w ar.

B la c k s  saw t h e  coming o f  c i v i l  war i n  1861 a s  the  

dawn o f  t h e i r  day o f  freedom . A f t e r  b la c k s  w ere p e r m i t t e d  

to  e n l i s t  as  s o l d i e r s  in  th e  Union army and navy , t h e y  

s e rv e d  i n  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  m a jo r  campaigns and  b a t t l e s .

7
E r n e s t  K a i s e r  and H a r ry  A. P lo s k i ,  The Negr o  

Almanac (New York: The B e l lw e th e r  C o .,  1971),  p . 563 .



10

P r e s i d e n t  L in c o ln  and many o t h e r  p e r s o n s  i n  h ig h  p l a c e s  

p r a i s e d  t h e i r  b r a v e ry  and d e v o t io n ,  and t e s t i f i e d  t o  th e  

g r e a t  im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  th e  c a u se  o f  

v i c t o r y .



CHAPTER II

FROM CONTRABAND TO SOLDIERS

S h o r t ly  a f t e r  th e  f a l l  o f  F o r t  Sumter on 15 A p r i l  

1861, P r e s i d e n t  L in c o ln  i s s u e d  a c a l l  f o r  7 5 ,0 0 0  th re e -m o n th  

v o l u n t e e r s  and r e c e i v e d  an  overw helm ing r e s p o n s e .  The 

a t t a c k  on F o r t  S um ter  a n g e re d  and a lm o s t  u n i t e d  a d i v i d e d  

N orth . On the  d ay  o f  th e  f o r t ' s  s u r r e n d e r ,  t h e  r e g u l a r  army 

numbered o n ly  1 6 ,3 6 7  o f f i c e r s  and men. Many b l a c k  A m ericans 

answ ered  P r e s i d e n t  L i n c o l n ' s  c a l l  f o r  v o l u n t e e r s  to s u p p re s s  

th e  r e b e l l i o n  b u t  w ere t u r n e d  away. D e sp i te  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

b la c k  s o l d i e r s  h a d  fough t w i th  d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  th e  R e v o lu t io n  

and in  t h e  War o f  1812, s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n s  b a r r e d  b l a c k s  

from s e r v i n g  i n  s t a t e  m i l i t i a s  and n o  b la c k s  w ere  in  t h e  

r e g u l a r  army a t  t h i s  time.'*'

B lacks  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  N orth  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  th e y  

sh o u ld  b e  p e r m i t t e d  to  e n l i s t  in  t h e  Union arm y. F r e d e r i c k  

D ouglass  and o t h e r  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  b o t h  b la c k  a n d  w h i t e ,

■^Benjamin Q u a r le s ,  The Negro i n  the  C i v i l  War 
(B oston : L i t t l e ,  Brown & C o .,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  pp. 2 2 -2 5 ;  George W.
W il l i a m s , A H i s t o r y  o f  th e  Negro T ro o p s  in  t h e  War o f  t h e  
R e b e l l i o n ,  1861-1865 (New York: H a r p e r  & B r o th e r s ,  l 8 b b ;
r e p r i n t  e d .  , New York: N egro U n i v e r s i t i e s  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,
p .  65.

11
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u rg e d  b la c k s  i n  n o r t h e r n  c i t i e s  to  form m i l i t i a  com panies .

W ith in  t h i r t y - s i x  h o u r s  o f  P r e s i d e n t  L i n c o l n ' s  f i r s t  c a l l

f o r  t r o o p s ,  a  group o f  Boston b l a c k s  met and r e s o l v e d  to

o rg a n iz e  m i l i t i a  u n i t s . In  su b se q u e n t  weeks th e y  s e n t

s e v e r a l  p e t i t i o n s  to  th e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  p le a d in g  f o r  th e
2

r e p e a l  o f  t h e  d i s c r im in a to r y  m i l i t i a  la w s .

D ouglass  b e l i e v e d  th e  w a r  p r e s e n t e d  an o p p o r tu n i t y  

f o r  b la c k s  t o  f i g h t  i n  what he r e g a r d e d  a s  a c ru s a d e  f o r  

l i b e r t y .  He saw th e  end o f s l a v e r y  in  t h e  c o n f l i c t .

Because he c o n c e iv e d  i t  as a w a r  o f  e m a n c ip a t io n ,  D ouglass  

was anx ious  t h a t  b l a c k s  s t r i k e  a  blow. Two id e a s  th u s  took  

p o s s e s s io n  o f  D ouglass  from th e  moment t h e  war s t a r t e d :  

f r e e  th e  s l a v e s  as a  war measure and r e c r u i t  th e  b l a c k s  i n t o  

th e  Union army. In  e d i t o r i a l s ,  s p e e c h e s ,  l e t t e r s ,  and 

i n t e r v i e w s ,  he  s t r e s s e d  aga in  and  a g a in  t h i s  p o l i c y  w i th o u t  

compromise. Throughou t the  N o r th ,  D oug lass  u rg ed  e n l i s t 

m ent. He a l s o  a rg u ed  t h a t  i t  was b e t t e r  to  d ie  f r e e  th a n  to  

l i v e  as s l a v e s .  D oug lass  f u r t h e r  b e l i e v e d  t h a t ,  i f  th e  

b la c k s  d e m o n s tra te d  t h e i r  p a t r i o t i s m ,  manhood, and  courage  

on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d s  o f  the  Union, th e  n a t i o n  w ould be

2
Jam es H. McPherson, The N egro ' s C iv i l  W ar: How

American N egroes  F e l t  and A cted  D uring  t h e  War f o r  t h e  Union 
(New York: Random H ouse, 1965), p p . 1 9 -3 6 ;  H e r b e r t
A p th ek e r ,  A Documentary H is to ry  o f  th e  Negro P e o p le  i n  th e  
U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  2 v o l s .  (New York: The C i t a d e l  P r e s s ,  1968),
1:459-71.
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m o ra l ly  o b l i g a t e d  to  g r a n t  them c i t i z e n s h i p  and equa l 

r i g h t s . ^

Many l o c a l  b l a c k  l e a d e r s  a l s o  to o k  th e  i n i t i a t i v e  in  

r e c r u i t i n g  b la c k  s o l d i e r s .  When th e s e  l e a d e r s  ( o f t e n  s e l f 

d e s ig n a te d )  had  ro u n d ed  up a s u f f i c i e n t  number o f  

v o l u n t e e r s ,  th e y  w ould  o f f e r  t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  to  t h e  governo r 

f o r  e n r o l lm e n t  in  th e  s t a t e  m i l i t i a .  I n  th e  e a r l y  s ta g e s  o f  

th e  w ar much, t h e r e f o r e ,  depended upon community i n i t i a t i v e .  

In  P ro v id e n c e ,  Rhode I s l a n d ,  Samuel D o r re r  o rg a n iz e d  a 

company o f  b la c k s ,  b u t  th e  g o v e rn o r  r e f u s e d  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s .  

The s o l d i e r s  d e c id e d ,  how ever, to  c o n t in u e  d r i l l i n g  in  

a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  l a t e r  a c t i v e  s e r v i c e ,  b u t  p o l i c e  o f f i c i a l s  

t o l d  them t h a t  t h e i r  d r i l l i n g  e x e r c i s e s  were " d i s o r d e r l y  

g a th e r in g s "  and would t h e r e f o r e  be b ro k e n  up . A group o f  

b l a c k  men began d r i l l i n g  in  New York C i ty  in  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  

a p o s s i b l e  c a l l  to  a c t i v e  s e r v i c e ,  b u t  th e y  w ere p rom ptly  

t o l d  by th e  c h i e f  o f  p o l i c e  t h a t  th e y  m ust c e a se  t h e i r  

a c t i v i t i e s . ^

3
P h i l i p  S. F o n e r ,  The L i f e  and W r i t in g s  o f  F r e d e r i c k  

D oug lass :  The C i v i l  War 1 M 1 -1 8 6 5 , 4 v o l s .  (New York:
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1952),  J : 1 2 -14 ; S h i r l e y  Graham, 
There  was Once a S la v e :  The H e ro ic  S to ry  o f  F r e d e r i c k
D ouglass  (New York: J u l i a n  M essner, I n c . , 1947), p p . 219-
22; N athan I r v i n  H u g g in s , S lav e  and C i t i z e n :  The L i f e  o f
F r e d e r i c k  D ouglass  (B o s to n !  L i t t l e ,  Brown & C o .,  1980). pp. 
76- 77 .

4
John Hope F r a n k l i n ,  From S la v e ry  to  Freedom: A

H i s to r y  o f  Negro A m ericans  (New York: Random H ouse , 1969),
p .  272; McPherson, The N e g ro 's  C i v i l  War, pp . 19 -23 .



14

In  C le v e la n d ,  W ashington , D e t r o i t ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  and

many o th e r  c i t i e s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  N o r th ,  b la c k s  w ere t o l d

t h a t  " t h i s  i s  a w h i t e  m an 's  w ar" and t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  as

s o l d i e r s  w ere  p ro m p tly  r e f u s e d .  In  A p r i l  1861, S e c r e t a r y  o f

War Simon Cameron in fo rm ed  300 b la c k  v o l u n t e e r s ,  who o f f e r e d

t h e i r  h e lp  t o  d e fen d  th e  c a p i t a l  c i t y ,  t h a t  h i s  d e p a r tm e n t

h a d  no i n t e n t i o n  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  tim e o f  c a l l i n g  any b l a c k

s o l d i e r s  i n t o  th e  s e r v i c e  o f  th e  governm en t.^  P u b l ic

o p in io n  in  1861, e x c e p t  p e rh a p s  in  a  few o f  th e  New E ng land

s t a t e s ,  was overw h e lm in g ly  opposed  to  a l lo w in g  b la c k s  i n  th e

m i l i t i a  o r  t h e  army a s  s o l d i e r s .  I n  t h e  Midwest t h e r e  w ere

th o u sa n d s  o f  s o u th e r n  s y m p a th iz e rs .  B o rd e r  and m id w e s te m

s t a t e s  were re a d y  to  denounce th e  governm ent f o r  a n y th in g

t h a t  cou ld  b e  c o n s t r u e d  as p r o - b l a c k .  The mere m ention  o f  a

b l a c k  s e r v i c e  man made th e  P r e s i d e n t  and many i n  W ashington 
£

v e r y  n e rv o u s .  P o p u la r  s e n t im e n t  in  th e  N o r th  was r e f l e c t e d  

i n  a  House o f  R e p r e s e n ta t i v e s  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  22 J u ly  1861, 

d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  th e  w a r  was b e in g  waged n o t  f o r  th e  o v e r th ro w  

o f  th e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  th e  s o u th e r n  s t a t e s ,  b u t  

f o r  th e  u p h o ld in g  o f  th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and th e  p r e s e r v a t i o n

The War o f  t h e  R e b e l l io n :  O f f i c i a l  Records o f  t h e
U nion and C o n fe d e ra te  Armies^ 128 v o l s .  (W ash ing ton : 
Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1880-1902),  S e r i e s  3, Vol. I ,  
p p .  107, 133.

£
Q u a r le s ,  The Negro i n  th e  C i v i l  W ar, p .  30; F o n e r ,  

The L i f e  and W r i t in g s  o f  F r e d e r i c k  D o u g la s s , 3 :1 8 .
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o f  th e  Union. T hree  days l a t e r  t h e  S e n a te  adopted  a  s i m i l a r  

r e s o l u t i o n . ^

T here  w ere  s e v e r a l  re a so n s  why b l a c k s  were r e f u s e d  

e n l i s t m e n t  in  t h e  Union army a t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  war. 

From th e  b e g in n in g ,  P r e s i d e n t  L in c o ln  made c l e a r  t h a t  h i s  

c e n t r a l  p u rp o se  was to  p r e s e r v e  th e  Union. He a s s u r e d  N o r th  

and S ou th  t h a t  he would n o t  i n t e r f e r e  w i th  s la v e ry .  W hile 

a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  b o th  b la c k  and w h i t e ,  c a l l e d  fo r  an end to  

s l a v e r y  and th e  u se  o f  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s ,  L in c o ln  was c o n c e rn e d  

w ith  k e e p in g  th e  l o y a l t y  o f  the  f o u r  s l a v e  b o rd e r  s t a t e s  

t h a t  rem ain ed  i n  th e  Union. He a l s o  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  most
O

n o r t h e r n e r s  would n o t  s u p p o r t  a w ar to  end  s la v e ry .

Many n o r th e r n e r s  a rg u ed  t h a t  th e  b l a c k  man was 

i n n a t e l y  i n f e r i o r  i n  m en ta l  c a p a c i ty  to  t h e  w hite  man and 

would n o t ,  o r  c o u ld  n o t ,  f i g h t .  T h is  b e l i e f  was one o f  t h e  

main a rg u m en ts  f o r  s la v e r y  and i t  a l s o  imposed a p o w erfu l  

o b s t a c l e  to  th e  advancem ent o f  f r e e  b la c k s  in  the  N o r th  as  

w e l l  a s  i n  th e  S ou th .  D efenders  o f  t h i s  b e l i e f  f u r t h e r  

r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  b la c k s  w ere  by n a t u r e  s h i f t l e s s ,  c h i l d l i k e ,  

savage , and th u s  in c a p a b le  o f  p e r fo rm in g  a c c e p te d  modes o f  

w a r f a r e .  The s p e c t e r s  o f  N at T u rn e r ,  S an to  Domingo, and 

o th e r  s l a v e  i n s u r r e c t i o n s  were r e g a rd e d  a s  s u f f i c i e n t

b e n ja m in  Q u a r le s ,  L in c o ln  and th e  Negro (New York: 
Oxford U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1962), p p .  67 -68 .

Q
S tephen  B. O a te s ,  With M a lic e  Toward None: The

L i f e  o f  Abraham L in c o ln  (New York: H arp e r  6c Row,
P u b l i s h e r s ,  1977),  p p . 236-37 .
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w arn in g s  o f  what m igh t happen i f  armed b l a c k  men w ere 

u n le a s h e d  upon w h ite  s l a v e h o ld i n g  f a m i l i e s .  Even i f  b la c k  

e n l i s t m e n t  shou ld  l a t e r  become d e s i r a b l e ,  few w h i te s  

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  b lack  men p o s s e s s e d  th e  n e c e s s a r y  t e c h n i c a l  

s k i l l s ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  an d  courage  t o  become e f f e c t i v e  

s o l d i e r s . ^

Some n o r t h e r n e r s  warned t h a t  w h i te  s o l d i e r s  would 

n o t  f i g h t  a lo n g s id e  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  b e c a u se  p r e j u d ic e  a g a in s t  

them was so s tro n g  t h a t  w h i te s  w ou ld  n o t  e n l i s t  o r  w ould  

le a v e  th e  s e r v ic e  i f  co m p e lled  t o  f i g h t  w i t h  b l a c k s .  Many 

n o r t h e r n e r s  a l s o  a rg u e d  t h a t  v e ry  few b la c k s  would e n l i s t  in  

th e  Union army and t h a t  t h e  use  o f  b la c k s  w ould  e x a s p e r a te  

many n o r t h e r n e r s  to  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e i r  e n l i s t m e n t  would 

do more harm  than good. With p a t r i o t i c  w h i t e s  r a l l y i n g  to  

th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  c a l l  f o r  v o l u n t e e r s ,  t h e r e  seemed l i t t l e  

r e a so n  to  doubt t h a t  t h e  r e b e l l i o n  would b e  e a s i l y  and  

s p e e d i ly  c ru sh ed .  T h u s , th e r e  was no n eed  f o r  b la c k  

s o l d i e r s . ^

9
Leon F. L i tw a c k ,  Been i n  t h e  S torm  So Long: The

A fte rm a th  o f  S lavery  (New Y ork: A l f r e d  A. Knopf, I n c . ,
1979), p .  66; M cPherson, The N egro ' s  C i v i l  W ar, pp . 99-100; 
W il l ia m s ,  A H is to ry  o f  t h e  Negro Troops i n  t h e  War o f  th e  
R e b e l l i o n , p p . 170-73.

"^ Jo se p h  T. W ils o n ,  The B la c k  P h a la n x :  A H i s to r y  o f
the  Negro S o ld ie r s  o f  t h e  U n ited  S t a t e s  i n  t h e  Wars o f  
1775-1812, 1861-65 ( H a r t f o r d :  A m erican P u b l i s h in g  C o .,
1890; r e p r i n t  e d . , New York: Arno P r e s s ,  1968), pp . 93-110;
L itw ack , Been in  th e  S to rm  So L ong , p .  66.
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A b o l i t i o n i s t s  a n d  o th e r  h u m a n i ta r ia n s  worked

t i r e l e s s l y  a n d  u n s u c c e s s f u l ly  t o  combat t h e s e  a rg u m en ts .

They a rgued  f ro m  the  p u l p i t ,  p l a t f o r m ,  and  p r e s s  t h a t  a

h o s t i l e  en v iro n m e n t,  n o t  in n a te  i n f e r i o r i t y ,  had c r e a t e d  th e

s e r v i l e ,  comic c r e a t u r e  t h a t  was th e  A m erican c o n c e p t  o f

b l a c k s  in  1861 . The a b o l i t i o n i s t s  a f f i r m e d  t h a t ,  i f  t h i s

en v iro n m en t w e re  changed by th e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y ,  th e

employment o f  b la c k  s o l d i e r s ,  and  an end to  r a c i a l

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  the b l a c k s  would p rove  th e m se lv e s  c o n s t r u c -
11t i v e ,  c a p a b le ,  and c r e a t i v e  members o f  s o c i e t y .

The e x p l o i t s  o f  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  d u r in g  th e  R e v o lu t io n  

and th e  War o f  1812 w ere  b ro u g h t  to  l i g h t  by  th e  

a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  They q u o te d  Andrew J a c k s o n 's  p r a i s e  o f  th e  

New O rlean s  b l a c k s  who h e lp e d  d e f e a t  th e  B r i t i s h  i n  1815. 

F r e d e r i c k  Douglass, s a r c a s t i c a l l y  n o te d  t h a t  b la c k  men w ere  

good enough t o  f i g h t  u n d e r  George W ash ing ton , b u t  they  w ere  

n o t  c o n s id e r e d  good enough  to  f i g h t  u n d e r  George M cC le l la n .  

He a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  b l a c k s  were good enough to  h e lp  win 

A m erican in d e p en d en ce ,  b u t  they  w ere  n o t  good enough to  h e lp  

p r e s e r v e  t h a t  in d ep en d en ce  a g a i n s t  t r e a s o n  and r e b e l l i o n .  

D oug lass  f u r t h e r  p o in t e d  o u t  t h a t  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  army was 

em ploy ing  b l a c k s  as n u r s e s ,  cooks ,  s e r v a n t s ,  and l a b o r e r s .

^^M erton L. D i l l o n ,  The A b o l i t i o n i s t s : The Growth
o f  a  D i s s e n t i n g  M in o r i ty  (New Y ork: W. W. N orton  & Co.,
1 9 7 9 ) ,  pp. 251--55; James M. M cPherson, The S t ru g g le  f o r  
E q u a l i t y :  A b o l i t i o n i s t s  and th e  Negro i n  t h e  C i v i l  War and
Re co n s  t r u e  t  i o n  ( P r in c e to n :  P r in c e to n  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,
1 9 6 8 ) ,  p. 134.
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As l a b o r e r s  i n  t h e  C onfedera te  army and b e h in d  th e  l i n e s ,  

t h e  b l a c k s  r e l i e v e d  more w h ite s  t o  ta k e  up arms a g a i n s t  th e  

U n io n .12

A b o l i t i o n i s t s  a l s o  p o in t e d  to  T o u s s a in t  L 'O u v e r tu r e ,  

t h e  H a i t i a n  l i b e r a t o r  who le d  h i s  p e o p le  o u t  o f  s l a v e r y  and 

d e f e a t e d  th e  a r m ie s  o f  Napoleon when th e  F ren ch  t r i e d  to  

r e - e n s l a v e  th e  C a r ib b e a n  i s l a n d .  B lack  s o l d i e r s  h ad  p ro v e d  

t h e i r  cou rage  an d  a b i l i t y  in  th e  American R e v o lu t io n ,  th e  

War o f  1812, and H a i t i ,  and would p rove  a g a i n  in  t h e  C i v i l  

War t h a t  th e y  make good s o ld i e r s  i f  g iven  t h e  chance. 

A b o l i t i o n i s t s  f u r t h e r  argued  t h a t  b la c k  u n i t s  would 

s t r e n g t h e n  the  U n ion  army and sap  th e  C onfederacy  o f  i t s  

manpower p o t e n t i a l s .  B lack s o l d i e r s  would g iv e  added 

m eaning to  A m erican  democracy. M i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  w ould  b o th

p r e p a r e  and j u s t i f y  b la c k s  fo r  f u l l  a d m i t ta n c e  in to  A m erican
. _ 13s o c i e t y .

The n o r t h e r n  b la c k  m an's  e a g e r n e s s  t o  s t r i k e  a  blow, 

even  th o u g h  he w as d en ied  the  w e a r in g  o f  t h e  b lu e ,  was

12 F oner,  The L i f e  and W r i t in g s  o f  F r e d e r i c k  
D o u g la s s ,  3 :1 5 2 -5 3 “  For an e x c e l l e n t  s tu d y  o f  the 
C o n fe d e ra te  b l a c k s ,  s e e  James H. Brewer, The_ C o n fe d e ra te  
N egro: V i r g i n i a ' s  Craftsm en and M i l i t a r y  L a b o re r s ,  1 8 6 1 -
1863 (Durham, N . C . :  Duke U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1969); Bobby
Lee L o v e t t  a l s o  d i s c u s s e s  the  C o n fe d e ra te  b l a c k  T en n essean s  
i n  h i s  Ph.D . d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  "The Negro in  T en n essee ,  1861- 
1866: A S o c i o - M i l i t a r y  H is to ry  o f  th e  C i v i l  War E ra"
(Ph.D . d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A rk a n sa s ,  1978), p p .
6- 1 2 .

13M cPherson, The S tru g g le  f o r  E q u a l i t y ,  pp.
1 4 1 -4 2 . -------------  -------------- -----------
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v i v i d l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  by h i s  s e r v i c e  i n  o th e r  c a p a c i t i e s .

Some j o i n e d  th e  navy , as t h e  navy h a d  n e v e r  k e p t  f re e  b la c k s  

from e n l i s t i n g .  O th e rs ,  d e te rm in e d  t o  se rve  i n  the  army, 

went a s  w a i t e r s ,  cooks, t e a m s t e r s ,  a n d  l a b o r e r s .  Many o f  

th e  P ro v id e n c e  b la c k s  in  t h e  r e j e c t e d  company a t t a c h e d  them

s e lv e s  a s  s e r v a n t s  to  Rhode I s l a n d  r e g im e n ts  an d  
14b a t t e r i e s .

In  th e  South  d u r in g  th e  e a r l y  y e a rs  o f  th e  w ar, th e  

s la v e  owners saw th e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y  l a r g e l y  in  te rm s  

o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  s l a v e  b e h a v io r .  S in c e  s la v e s  th e m se lv es  had 

always b een  c o n s id e re d  th e  c h i e f  t h r e a t  to  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  

i t  was n a t u r a l  t h a t  th e  t h i n k i n g  o f  t h e  s la v e  owners b eg an  

th e r e .  M aste rs  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  s t r a t e g y  o f  d e f e n s e  b ased  on 

th e  p re w a r  p r e c e d e n t  o f  i s o l a t i o n .  T h e i r  aim was to  keep  

the  s l a v e s  in  and a b o l i t i o n i s t  id e a s  o u t  o f  t h e  South. I f  

d angerous  n o t io n s  were k e p t  o u t  o f  t h e  s la v e  q u a r t e r s  and  

th e  s l a v e s  k e p t  on th e  p l a n t a t i o n s ,  s l a v e r y  w o u ld  be s e c u r e .  

Thus, s o u th e r n e r s  began to  s e t  up m ethods  o f  i s o l a t i n g  t h e  

s la v e s  a s  w e l l  as p r e v e n t in g  u p r i s i n g s  and th w a r t in g  

e s c a p e s .  Under t h e  C o n fe d e ra te  c o n s t i t u t i o n  t h e  c e n t r a l  

governm ent was r e q u i r e d  t o  recogn ize ,  a n d  p r o t e c t  s l a v e r y .  

S t a t e  g o v e rn o rs  w ere  r e q u i r e d  to  r e t u r n  runaways who f l e d  

w i th in  t h e i r  b o r d e r s ,  and e a c h  s t a t e  p le d g e d  t o  the c i t i z e n s  

o f  o t h e r  s t a t e s  th e  r i g h t  t o  c la im  a n d  t r a n s p o r t  t h e i r  s l a v e

^ Q u a r l e s ,  Negro i n  th e  C i v i l  War, p p .  141-42.
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p r o p e r ty .  The f r e e  b la c k s  w e re  w atched  c l o s e l y  an d  s t a t e  

laws were p a s s e d  f o r  th e  d u a l  pu rpose  o f  k e e p in g  down th e  

number o f  f r e e  b la c k s  and r e d u c in g  t h e i r  c o n ta c t s  w i th  th e  

s l a v e s .  To p re v e n t  an  i n c r e a s e  in  th e  f r e e  b l a c k  p o p u la t io n ,  

some s t a t e s  p r e v e n te d  s la v e  m anum iss ions  e x c e p t  b y  l e g i s l a 

t i v e  a c t i o n .  A ll s o u th e r n  s t a t e s  now p r e v e n te d  f r e e  b la c k s  

from h i r i n g  o r  owning s la v e s  t o  f u r t h e r  red u ce  c o n t a c t s  

betw een t h e  two g ro u p s .  They w ere a l s o  p r e v e n te d  from 

m ee ting  o r  g a th e r in g  w i th  s l a v e s . ^

The most w id e ly  used  method o f  d i r e c t l y  c o n t r o l l i n g  

th e  s la v e  p o p u la t io n  was t h a t  o f  p o l i c i n g .  Each p l a n t a t i o n  

had  guards whose d u ty  i t  was t o  p a t r o l  t h e  ro ad s  a f t e r  d a rk .  

These g u a rd s ,  employed by th e  p l a n t e r s ,  were r e c o g n iz e d  by 

th e  l o c a l  and  s t a t e  a u t h o r i t i e s .  The cu rfew  and p a s s p o r t  

were m easures  used t o  keep t h e  b la c k s  o f f  th e  s t r e e t s  and 

ro a d s  w i th o u t  p e rm is s io n .  S l a v e  p a s s e s  o f f  th e  p l a n t a t i o n s  

v i r t u a l l y  c e a se d .  To he lp  c o n t r o l  th e  s l a v e s ,  many owners 

p e r m i t t e d  more p r i v i l e g e s  and  r e c r e a t i o n  (an n u a l b a rb e c u e ,  

group s in g i n g ,  S a tu rd a y  n i g h t  d an ces ,  possum h u n t s ,

James L. R oark , M a s te r s  W ith o u t S la v e s :  S ou th e rn
P l a n t e r s  i n  th e  C i v i l  War and R e c o n s t r u c t io n  (New York:
W. W. N orton  & C o ., 1977), p p .  70-73; M cPherson, Negro* s 
C i v i l  War, p .  24. F o r  an e x c e l l e n t  s tu d y  o f  th e  s t a t u s  o f  
f r e e  b la c k s  i n  T ennessee , s e e  Roger Raymond Van D yke 's  
Ph.D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  "The F ree  Negro i n  T e n n essee ,  1790- 
1860" (Ph.D . d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  F l o r i d a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1972). 
W ill iam  L. Imes a l s o  d i s c u s s e s  th e  s t a t u s  o f  f r e e  b la c k s  i n  
Tennessee i n  h i s  a r t i c l e ,  "The Legal S t a t u s  o f  F re e  Negroes 
and S laves  i n  T e n n e sse e ,"  J o u r n a l  o f  Negro H i s to r y  4 (1919) : 
254-73 . ----------------
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w edd ings ,  e t c . )  on th e  p l a n t a t i o n s  as means o f  w in n in g  t h e i r  

l o y a l t y .  The r e l i g i o u s  t r a i n i n g  o f  th e  s l a v e s  em phasized

the  im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  s l a v e s '  l o y a l t y  an d  o b e d ie n c e  to t h e i r
16m a s t e r s .

C o n tro l  th ro u g h  f e a r  was more w id e ly  p r a c t i c e d  t h a n  

th ro u g h  k in d n e s s .  M a s te r s  t o l d  t h e i r  s l a v e s  t h a t  the  Union 

s o l d i e r s  had no  mercy f o r  them. C ap tu red  b la c k s  would be 

p u t  i n  th e  f r o n t  l i n e  o f  b a t t l e  to  be k i l l e d .  Or they m ig h t  

be h a r n e s s e d  and  used  a s  h o r s e s .  Some n o r t h e r n e r s  would 

even s e l l  c a p tu r e d  b l a c k s  to  Cuba. A n o th e r  form o f  s lav e  

c o n t r o l  was im p re s sm e n t .  S ix  s t a t e s  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e i r  

g o v e rn o rs  to  employ s l a v e s  f o r  n o n -c o m b a ta n t  m i l i t a r y  

s e r v i c e .  S la v e  m a s te r s  r e c e i v e d  f i f t y  c e n t s  a day  fo r  e a c h  

s l a v e ' s  s e r v i c e .  Removal was a n o th e r  m ethod o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  

the s l a v e s .  When th e  Union s o l d i e r s  b egan  t h e i r  in v a s io n  o f  

the  S o u th ,  th e  exposed  a r e a s  o f  th e  p l a n t a t i o n s  w ere  

abandoned. The p l a n t a t i o n  owners and t h e i r  s l a v e s  would 

abandon t h e i r  homes and  move to  a  s p e c i a l  c o n s t r u c t e d  s a f e  

a re a  n e a r  th e  i n t e r i o r  o f  th e  p l a n t a t i o n .  Many p l a n t e r s  

a lso  w ith d re w  t h e i r  s l a v e s  from t h e  tow ns. S h o r t l y  a f t e r  

the w a r  s t a r t e d ,  s o u th e r n  ro a d s  were swarming w i t h  b lacks  

b e in g  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  s a f e r  s p o t s .  This  movement, " ru n n in g

I C

Roark, M a s te rs  W ith o u t S l a v e s , p p . 7 4 -7 6 ;  John W. 
B lass ingam e, B lack  New O r le a n s ,  1860-1880 (C h icag o :  The
U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Chicago P r e s s ,  1973),  p . 25 .
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t h e  b l a c k s , "  as i t  was c a l l e d ,  became a f a m i l i a r  

s p e c t a c l e . ^

The v a r io u s  methods o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  th e  b l a c k s  c o u ld

n o t  be f u l l y  e f f e c t i v e  w i th o u t  t h e  c o o p e r a t io n  o f  t h e  b la c k s

th e m s e lv e s .  W hether th e  s l a v e s  would re m a in  l o y a l  and

o b e d ie n t  to  t h e i r  m i s t r e s s e s  became a m a jo r  t o p i c  o f

d i s c u s s i o n  th ro u g h o u t  the  S o u th  as  the  men went o f f  to

b a t t l e .  S o u th e r n e r s ,  w i th  g r e a t  r e l i e f ,  began  to  b o a s t  o f

s l a v e  l o y a l t y  when i t  became a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  w ould  be no

g e n e r a l  l a r g e - s c a l e  u p r i s i n g s .  L ocal p a t r i o t i s m ,  freedom

a f t e r  th e  w ar ,  f e a r ,  and l o y a l t y  were some o f  th e  m o t iv a t in g

f a c t o r s  t h a t  a t  f i r s t  k e p t  m ost b la c k s  w o rk in g  p e a c e f u l l y  on

t h e  p l a n t a t i o n s .  To many b l a c k s  in  th e  S o u th ,  how ever, th e

w ar  went hand  in  hand  w ith  f reed o m . The d e s i r e  o f  th e

s l a v e s  f o r  freedom  was e v id e n c e d  by th e  way in  w h ich  th e y

r e c e i v e d  th e  Union t ro o p s .  The Union s o l d i e r s  w ere  a lm ost

a lw ays  c h e e r f u l l y  welcomed by  t h e  b la c k s  i n  the  in v a d e d  
18a r e a s .

The d e s i r e  f o r  freedom  was so s t r o n g  in  th o u sa n d s  o f  

s l a v e s  t h a t  th e y  d e c id e d  n o t  t o  w a i t  f o r  t h e  coming o f  th e  

Union s o l d i e r s  o r  t h e  end o f  t h e  w ar. S in c e  freedom  m ight 

be  to o  lo n g  coming, th e y  s e t  o u t  to  f in d  f reedom  th e m se lv e s .  

D e s e r t i n g  s l a v e s  began  to  e n t e r  Union l i n e s  s e e k in g  freedom

■ ^Q u ar le s ,  Negro in  t h e  C i v i l  W ar, pp . 4 3 -4 7 .
18L itw a c k ,  Been in  t h e  S torm  So L o n g , pp . 106-114.
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s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  war s t a r t e d .  The U n ite d  S t a t e s  government

had no  c l e a r  p o l i c y  r e g a r d in g  th e  d e s e r t i n g  s l a v e s .

P r e s i d e n t  L in c o ln  had announced t o  th e  army t h a t  t h e  r e a l

o b j e c t  o f  i t s  s e r v i c e  was " to  r e s t o r e  th e  s e c e d in g  s t a t e s "

to  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n  t o  th e  Union. The s l a v e r y

q u e s t i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  h a d  no p la c e  i n  th e  e a r l y  m i l i t a r y

p o l i c y  o f  th e  Union army. S lav es  a s  p r o p e r t y  were
19r e c o g n iz e d  and  s u s t a i n e d  by  th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .

Union p o l i c y  to w a rd  th e  s l a v e s  s lo w ly  began  to

change . On 23 May 1861, t h r e e  s l a v e s ,  owned by C o lone l

C h a r le s  M a llo ry  o f  Hampton, f l e d  t o  F o r t r e s s  Monroe,

V i r g i n i a .  Through i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f  th e  t h r e e  s l a v e s ,

G e n e ra l  Benjam in B u t l e r ,  Union commander o f  th e  D epartm ent

o f V i r g i n i a ,  l e a r n e d  t h a t  th e  C o n fe d e ra te s  i n  Hampton had

f o r c e d  them and  o th e r  s l a v e s  to  c o n s t r u c t  C o n fe d e ra te

d e f e n s e s .  John  B. Cary, a  m ajor i n  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  army,

r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  G enera l B u t l e r  s u r r e n d e r  t h e  t h r e e  b la c k s  to

t h e i r  owner u n d e r  the  F u g i t i v e  S la v e  Law. B u t l e r  r e fu s e d  t o

g iv e  them  u p . He a rg u e d  t h a t  s i n c e  th e s e  b l a c k s  w ere  u sed

to  e r e c t  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  th e  S o u th  th e y  were c o n tra b a n d
20of w a r  in  th e  same s e n s e  as  c a p tu r e d  guns o r  am m unition.

19 C a r l  Sandburg , Abraham L in c o ln :  The War Y e a rs ,
4 v o l s .  (New York: H a r c o u r t ,  B ra c e  & W orld, I n c . ,  1939),
1 :2 9 3 -9 4 .

^ O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s , S e r i e s  2 ,  Vol. I ,  p .  752; S i s t e r  
E l i z a b e t h  A l l e n ,  "Women M is s i o n a r i e s  and th e  E d u c a t io n  o f  
the  B la c k s  i n  Hampton, V i r g i n i a ,  1861-1868" ( M a s te r 's  t h e s i s ,  
M iddle  T ennessee  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1977), p p . 2 -3 ;  W ill iam



24

Benjam in B u t l e r  was no a b o l i t i o n i s t ,  and  h i s  r e a so n s  

f o r  d e l c a r i n g  t h e  f u g i t i v e s  c o n tra b a n d  o f  w ar  were l e g a l  and 

p r a c t i c a l  r a t h e r  th an  m o ra l .  Under th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s , 

G enera l  B u t l e r  th o u g h t  t h a t  Union f o r c e s  w ere  j u s t i f i e d  in  

a p p r o p r i a t i n g  s l a v e  p r o p e r t y  fo r  t h e i r  own u s e .  He was in  

need  o f  l a b o r ; , t h e  s la v e s  h a d  been u s e d  a g a i n s t  th e  U n ite d  

S t a t e s  by  t h e i r  owners an d  he  b e l i e v e d  he was empowered to  

im p ress  t h i s  s p e c i e s  of " p r o p e r ty "  i n t o  s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  

U n ited  S t a t e s .  B u t l e r  f u r t h e r  r e a s o n e d  t h a t ,  b y  v i r t u e  o f  

th e  b l a c k s '  r o l e  i n  the  C o n fe d e ra te  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p rog ram , he 

co u ld  c l a s s i f y  th e  men as c o n t r a b a n d  goods a n d  th u s  g iv e  

them r e f u g e  a t  F o r t r e s s  Monroe. He d id  n o t  q u e s t i o n  t h e  

s a n c t i t y  o f  s l a v e  p r o p e r ty ,  only  i t s  u se .  G e n e ra l  B u t l e r  

may have b e e n  th e  f i r s t  t o  u se  th e  w ord  " c o n t ra b a n d "  a s  

a p p l i e d  to  human b e in g s .  The word w as s p e e d i ly  a d o p te d  by 

many p e o p le .  I t  was l a t e r  u se d  i n  a l l  o f f i c i a l  communica

t i o n s ;  t h e  N o rth  was r e l u c t a n t  a b o u t  c a l l i n g  t h e  runaways 

f r e e  men, b u t  i t  had  no o b j e c t i o n s  t o  c a l l i n g  them c o n t r a 

bands . ^

The news o f  G en era l  B u t l e r ' s  c o n tra b a n d  d e c i s io n  

q u ic k ly  became known to  t h e  s la v e s  i n  th e  v i c i n i t y .  Two

L. K a tz ,  E y e w i tn e s s :  The Negro in  American H i s t o r y  (New
York: P itm an  P u b l i s h in g  C o r p o r a t io n ,  1971), p p .  210 -11 .

Hans L. T re fo u s s e ,  Ben B u t l e r :  The South  C a l l e d
Him B e a s t  (New Y ork: O ctagon  Books, 1974), p .  7TT~£ITinT-
"Women M i s s i o n a r i e s , "  p. 3 .
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days a f t e r  B u t l e r  d e n ie d  M ajor C a r y 's  r e q u e s t ,  e i g h t  more 

b la c k s  a r r i v e d  and f i f t y - n i n e  j o i n e d  them th e  fo l lo w in g  day. 

F e a r in g  fa m ily  s e p a r a t i o n ,  many b la c k s  a r r i v e d  w i th  e n t i r e  

f a m i l i e s .  By J u l y ,  s c a r c e l y  two months a f t e r  th e  f i r s t  

t h r e e  f u g i t i v e s  a r r i v e d  a t  F o r t r e s s  Monroe, th e  number o f  

r e fu g e e s  in  t h e  a r e a  h a d  re a c h e d  s i x  h u n d red .  Soon th e se  

f u g i t i v e s  were p e r fo rm in g  most o f  th e  v a r io u s  s e r v i c e s  

needed  around t h e  army camp. They were u sed  as  te a m s te r s ,  

cooks , o f f i c e r s '  s e r v a n t s ,  and l a b o r e r s .  The P r e s i d e n t ' s  

c a b i n e t  met and d i s c u s s e d  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  B u t l e r ' s  c o n t r a 

band p o l i c y .  A lthough  L in c o ln  b e l i e v e d  th e  p rob lem  r e q u i r e d

f u r t h e r  th o u g h t ,  he a l lo w e d  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War to  approve 
22B u t l e r ' s  a c t i o n .

B lacks  c o n t in u e d  to  come i n t o  Union l i n e s  a t  

F o r t r e s s  Monroe d u r in g  t h e  summer o f  1861. V e te ran  

a b o l i t i o n i s t  Lew is Tappan, a l e a d i n g  f i g u r e  in  th e  American 

M is s io n a ry  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s u g g e s te d  d i r e c t l y  to  B u t l e r  t h a t  

th e  c o n tra b a n d s  m ight b e  removed to  t h e  N o r th .  In  th e  N orth  

th e  r e fu g e e s  c o u ld  f in d  employment on th e  farm s and i n  the  

workshops o f  l o y a l  n o r th e r n  c i t i z e n s .  B u t l e r  d e c id e d  to  

keep them in  V i r g i n i a  r a t h e r  th a n  r e l o c a t e  them in  th e  

N o rth .  To sen d  l a r g e  numbers o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r e r s

99 T r e f o u s s e ,  Ben B u t l e r , p .  79; A l le n ,  "Women 
M is s i o n a r i e s , "  p .  4; K a tz ,  Eyewi tr ie 's s , pp . 210-11; Dudley 
T. C o rn ish ,  The S a b le  Arm: Negro Troops i n  th e  Union Army,
1861-1865 (New York: W. W. N o rto n  & C o .,  1966),  p .  24.
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N o rth ,  w here  t h e i r  l a b o r  was n o t  w an ted , seemed unw ise to

him. He m a in ta in e d  t h a t  th e  b la c k s  c o u ld  be b e t t e r  and more

e c o n o m ic a l ly  c a r e d  f o r  i n  th e  South  w here  the  c l im a te  was

warm and w here t h e r e  was c o n s id e r a b le  abandoned p r o p e r ty  to

accommodate them. F u r th e rm o re ,  he saw i n  the  b la c k s  a
23p o t e n t i a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and  l a b o r  f o r c e .

For th e  f u g i t i v e s ,  F o r t r e s s  Monroe o f f e r e d

p r o t e c t i o n .  B u t l e r ' s  p o l i c y  h ad  th e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  an open

i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  th e  s l a v e s .  A lthough  t h e  war i t s e l f  was

b a r e l y  underw ay, th e  f o r t r e s s  became th e  f i r s t  c e n t e r  o f

r e fu g e  f o r  th e  s l a v e s .  R e c o n s t r u c t io n ,  as f a r  a s  b la c k s

were c o n c e rn e d ,  had  b eg u n . A ccord ing  t o  S i s t e r  E l i z a b e th

A l le n ,  B u t l e r ' s  d e c i s io n  l i b e r a t e d  th o u san d s  o f  b l a c k  p e o p le
0 /

e ig h te e n  months b e fo re  L i n c o l n ' s  E m ancipa tion  P ro c la m a t io n .

B u t l e r  had th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  p r o v id in g  f o r  th e  

c o n t r a b a n d s .  I n  J u ly  1861 he began u s in g  l a r g e  numbers o f  

c o n tra b a n d s  to  c o n s t r u c t  b re a s tw o rk s  around  th e  town o f  

Hampton. He a s s ig n e d  Edward L. P ie r c e  a s  s u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  

c o n tra b a n d  l a b o r ,  b ec a u se  o f  h i s  a n t i s l a v e r y  background  and 

h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a b i l i t y .  P i e r c e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  the  b la c k s  

would work b e t t e r  by k in d  t r e a tm e n t  th a n  by b e in g  whipped

23L o u is  S. G e r t e i s ,  From C ontraband  to  Freedm an: 
F e d e ra l  P o l i c y  Toward S o u th e rn  B lacks  (W e stp o r t ,  Conn.: 
Greenwood P r e s s ,  I n c . ,  1073),  p p .  15-18 ; A l le n ,  "Women 
M i s s i o n a r i e s , "  pp . 4 -5 ;  M cPherson, The S t ru g g le  f o r  
E q x ia l i ty , p .  156.

O /
A l le n ,  "Women M i s s i o n a r i e s , "  pp . 4 -5 .
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and  d r iv e n .  He w an ted  to  p ro v e  t h a t  b l a c k s  would work as 

f r e e  men. Under h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  th e  b l a c k s  w orked n in e  hours 

a  day, th e  same as  w h ite  l a b o r e r s ,  and r e c e i v e d  th e  same 

r a t i o n s  as  th e  s o l d i e r s .  T h e i r  workday began  a t  dawn to  

a v o id  th e  h o t t e s t  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  a f t e r n o o n .  P i e r c e  worked 

w i t h  th e  c o n t r a b a n d s  on ly  a  s h o r t  tim e b e f o r e  he was 

r e a s s i g n e d  as  s u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  c o n f i s c a t e d  c o t t o n  p l a n t a 

t i o n s  in  t h e  South C a ro l in a  Sea I s l a n d s .  A cco rd in g  to  

P i e r c e ,  h i s  p rog ram  f o r  th e  c o n tra b a n d s  a t  F o r t r e s s  Monroe 

was a s u c c e s s .  I n  m id-August 1861 B u t l e r  was a l s o  t r a n s 

f e r r e d  from  V i r g i n i a .  He was l a t e r  a s s i g n e d  to  th e  

D epartm ent o f  th e  G ulf  to  p r e p a r e  f o r  c a p t u r i n g  New O rle a n s .  

The a b o l i t i o n i s t s  p r a i s e d  B u t l e r  fo r  h i s  c o n t ra b a n d  d e c is io n  

a t  F o r t r e s s  Monroe. B efore h i s  t r a n s f e r ,  how ever, he

a d m i t te d  t h a t  th e  growing number o f c o n t r a b a n d s  u n d e r  h i s
25c o n t r o l  h ad  become a m ajor p rob lem .

By la n d  and by sea ,  th e  f u g i t i v e s  were r e s o u r c e f u l  

i n  c a r r y in g  o u t  t h e i r  e s c a p e s .  S ince t i d e w a t e r  V i r g i n i a ,  

t h e  a r e a  o f  e a r l i e s t  Union c o n t r o l ,  was a  n e tw o rk  o f  

s t r e a m s ,  many o f  t h e  f i r s t  b l a c k s  made t h e i r  way to  freedom  

b y  w a te r .  Many s im p ly  p u t  t h e i r  p o s s e s s io n s  on f i s h i n g  

b o a t s  and tinder c o v e r  o f d a rk n e s s  p u sh ed  down t h e  r i v e r .  

U nable  to  f i n d  b o a t s ,  some d e te rm in ed  b l a c k s  made c an o es .

^ T r e f o u s s e ,  Ben B u t l e r , pp. 77 -97 ; M cPherson, The 
S t r u g g le  f o r  E q u a l i t y , pp. 156-57 ; G e r t e i s ,  From C ontraband  
to  F reedm an, p~p~] 18-19 .
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Some o f  th e se  c a n o e s  w ere  s im p ly  hollow ed l o g s  l a r g e  enough 

fo r  o n e  p e rso n .  I n  o r d e r  to  p r e v e n t  b loodhounds from 

p i c k in g  up t h e i r  t r a i l ,  t h e  f u g i t i v e s  a p p l i e d  t u r p e n t i n e  to  

t h e i r  shoes  and f e e t .  O nions w ere  a lso  u s e d  to  d e s t r o y  

s c e n t .  The p r a c t i c e  o f  f o r g i n g  p a s s e s  as o f f i c e r s '  s e r v a n t s
2 fiwas o f t e n  used  b y  th e  few b la c k s  who were l i t e r a t e .

The number o f b l a c k s  coming in to  t h e  Union l i n e s  

i n e v i t a b l y  m ounted  as th e  Union a rm ies  p u s h e d  f a r t h e r  i n t o  

C o n fe d e ra te  h e a r t l a n d .  The s l a v e s  d e s e r t e d  d e s p i t e  t h e  

heavy r i s k s .  Many were c a p tu r e d  and some k i l l e d  by t h e  

C o n fe d e ra te  p a t r o l  u n i t s  and  p i c k e t s .  Those who e s c a p e d  by 

sea r a n  the  d a n g e r  o f  h a v in g  th e  b o a t s  swamped by w a te r  o r 

u p s e t  b y  wind. A ccord ing  to  Benjam in Q u a r le s ,  t h i s  move

ment b y  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  by f a m i l i e s ,  and g roups  was 

u n p a r a l l e l e d  i n  American h i s t o r y  f o r  d a r in g ,  s a c r i f i c e ,  and 

h e ro ism . These f u g i t i v e s  became one o f t h e  m ost i n s i s t e n t  

p rob lem s o f  th e  L in c o ln  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  a s  B u t l e r ' s  c o n t r a 

band p o l i c y  d id  n o t  ap p ly  t o  s l a v e s  o f l o y a l  owners o r  to
27women and  c h i l d r e n .

P o l i t i c a l l y ,  th e  f u g i t i v e  i s s u e  was v e r y  s e n s i t i v e .  

N e i th e r  th e  P r e s i d e n t  n o r  t h e  War D epartm ent took  a f i r m  

p o s i t i o n  and e v e r y  commander, l a c k in g  c l e a r  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,

2 fi Q u a r le s ,  Negro i n  th e  C i v i l  War, p p .  61-62.
27 I b i d . ,  p p . 56 -6 2 . For an i n t e r e s t i n g  d i s c u s s io n  

on th e  r e a c t i o n s  o f  th o se  b la c k s  who rem a in ed  on the  
p l a n t a t i o n s  to  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  Union s o l d i e r s ,  see  
C h ap te r  3 in  L i tw a c k ,  Been i n  th e  Storm So L o n g , pp. 104-66 .
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a c t e d  a s  he ch o se .  In  t h e  o p en ing  m onths o f  th e  w ar 

b e f o r e  n o r t h e r n  manpower l o s s e s  became h eavy  and b e f o r e  th e  

l a r g e - s c a l e  in v a s io n  o f  t h e  S ou th ,  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  

g e n e r a l s  was c o o l  tow ard  t h e  runaw ays. R e tu rn in g  th e  ru n 

aways t o  t h e i r  m a s te r s  was a common p r a c t i c e  and one t h a t  

was s u p p o r te d  by th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  C o n fe d e ra te s  a l s o  came

to  some n o r t h e r n  camps u n d e r  a f l a g  o f  t r u c e  and s e i z e d  
2 8t h e i r  ru n aw ay s .

The i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  r e t u r n  o f  f u g i t i v e  s l a v e s  to  

t h e i r  m a s te r s  a ro u sed  p u b l i c  s e n t im e n t  i n  t h e  N o rth  t h a t  

a lm o s t  amounted to  i n d i g n a t i o n .  A b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  su ch  as 

Henry W. B ee ch e r ,  W il l ia m  L loyd  G a r r i s o n ,  W endell P h i l l i p s ,  

and F r e d e r i c k  D o u g la s s , u rg e d  th e  P r e s i d e n t  to  f r e e  and 

employ th e  s l a v e s .  P h i l l i p s  d e c l a r e d  t h e r e  co u ld  b e  no 

p eace  u n t i l  s l a v e r y  was a b o l i s h e d .  The a b o l i t i o n i s t s  

f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  and a  h a l f  m i l l i o n  s l a v e s  in  

th e  e le v e n  C o n fe d e ra te  s t a t e s  c o n s t i t u t e d  n e a r l y  f o r t y  

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e i r  p o p u la t io n  and a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e i r  l a b o r  

f o r c e .  A f t e r  th e  Union d e f e a t  a t  B u l l  Run i n  J u ly  1861, 

a t t r i b u t e d  i n  p a r t  to  t h e  C o n fe d e ra te  m i l i t a r y  d e fe n s e s  

c o n s t r u c t e d  by s l a v e s ,  C ongress  b e g a n  to  p r e s s u r e  t h e  

P r e s i d e n t .  T h is  d e f e a t  a l s o  ended th e  d e l u s i o n  o f  a  s h o r t  

war and d im in ish e d  n o r t h e r n  e n l i s t m e n t  e n th u s ia s m .  I n  J u ly  

1861, th e  House p a s se d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  i t  was

28 T r e f o u s s e ,  Ben B u t l e r ,  p .  78; K a tz ,  E y e w itn e ss ,  
pp. 208-209 .
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n o t  t h e  d u ty  o f  Union s o l d i e r s  to  c a p tu r e  and r e t u r n

f u g i t i v e s .  A few weeks l a t e r ,  on 6 A ugust,  C ongress  p a s s e d

th e  f i r s t  C o n f i s c a t io n  A ct which d e c l a r e d  t h a t  a l l  s l a v e s

whose m a s t e r s  had  p e r m i t t e d  them to  b e  u sed  i n  th e  m i l i t a r y
29or  n a v a l  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  C onfederacy  w ere f o r f e i t e d .

The f i r s t  C o n f i s c a t i o n  Act d id  n o t  d i s t u r b  th e  l e g a l  

s t a t u s  o f  s l a v e s .  By th e  te rm s o f  t h i s  a c t ,  a l l  p r o p e r t y  

( i n c l u d i n g  s la v e s )  u s e d  to  a i d  th e  C o n federacy  was s u b j e c t  

to  c o n f i s c a t i o n .  S o u th e rn  b la c k s  w ere  n o t  d e c l a r e d  f r e e ,  

b u t  w ere  s im p ly  c o n f i s c a t e d  from t h e i r  ow ners. T h is  a c t  

p ro v id e d  a  l e g a l  s a n c t io n  f o r  B u t l e r ' s  p o l i c y  a t  F o r t r e s s  

Monroe. F e d e r a l  o f f i c e r s  m ig h t  c o n f i s c a t e  th e  s l a v e s  o f  

d i s l o y a l  and  r e b e l l i o u s  p e r s o n s ,  b u t  th e  s t a t u s  o f  f u g i t i v e s  

from l o y a l  m a s te r s  rem a in ed  u n c e r t a i n .  This  a c t i o n  o f  

C o n g ress ,  however, s t r e n g t h e n e d  th o se  few a n t i s l a v e r y  Union 

o f f i c e r s  who from t h e  b e g in n in g  were i n  f a v o r  o f  f r e e i n g  th e  

s l a v e s .  One a n t i s l a v e r y  commander whose a c t i o n  drew 

n a t i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n  d u r in g  t h i s  tim e was John C. F reem on t.

In  command o f  th e  D epartm en t o f  the  W est, he d e c l a r e d  

m a r t i a l  law  in  M is s o u r i  on 30 August 1861. Under h i s  

m a r t i a l  law , th e  p r o p e r t y ,  r e a l  and p e r s o n a l ,  o f  a l l  p e r s o n s  

in  th e  s t a t e  o f  M is s o u r i  who had ta k e n  up arms a g a i n s t  th e  

U n ited  S t a t e s  and who c o u ld  b e  proven  t o  have c o o p e r a te d

^ S a n d b u r g ,  L in c o ln ,  1 : 5 5 6 - 5 7 'O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s ,  
S e r ie s  2 ,  V ol. I ,  pp .""7577"762-63.



31

w ith  t h e  enem ies was to  b e  c o n f i s c a t e d  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  u s e
30and t h e i r  s l a v e s  f r e e d .

There was j u b i l a t i o n  in  a n t i s l a v e r y  c i r c l e s .

A b o l i t i o n i s t s  h oped  F re m o n t 's  b o ld  a c t i o n  w ould  i n s p i r e

o t h e r  g e n e ra ls  t o  ta k e  s i m i l a r  a c t i o n  and p e rh a p s  p e r s u a d e

th e  P r e s id e n t  t o  change h i s  p o s i t i o n .  P r e s i d e n t  L in c o ln  d id

n o t  t a k e  the  a b o l i t i o n i s t  v ie w p o in t .  He s e n t  a message

in fo rm in g  Fremont t h a t  h i s  a c t i o n s  would a la rm  th e  U n io n 's

s o u th e r n  f r i e n d s  and r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  he m odify  h is

p ro c la m a t io n  t o  conform  to  th e  f i r s t  C o n f i s c a t io n  A c t .

G en e ra l  Fremont d e c l in e d  t o  do t h i s  and a c c o r d in g ly ,  on 11

S eptem ber, th e  P r e s i d e n t  m o d i f ie d  t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  th e

p ro c la m a t io n .  Fremont was s u b s e q u e n t ly  removed and t h e  t a s k
31o f  subdu ing  r e b e l s  and f r e e i n g  b l a c k s  was susp en d ed .

Fremont was r e p l a c e d  by G e n e ra l  Henry W. H a l l e c k ,  

who ex c lu d e d  f l e e i n g  s l a v e s  from h i s  l i n e s .  G enera l George 

M cC le llan ,  an avowed foe  o f  em a n c ip a t io n  o f  b la c k s ,  was 

p rom oted  to  g e n e r a l - i n - c h i e f  in  November 1861. B lack s  i n  

g e n e r a l  and w h i t e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  became f u r i o u s  w ith  t h e  

P r e s i d e n t .  When L in c o ln  ig n o re d  t h e  whole i s s u e  o f  b l a c k

OQ
F e r o l  Egan, F rem ont: E x p lo r e r  f o r  a  R e s t l e s s

N a t io n  (New Y ork: D oubleday & C o . , I n c . ,  1 9 7 7 ) ,  p . 515 ;
H u g g in s , S lave  and  C i t i z e n , p . 79; Q u a r l e s , Negro i n  t h e  
C i v i l  War, pp . 66 -6 7 ; R o b e r t  C ruden , The War t n a t  N ever 
Ended: "The A m erican C i v i l  War (Englewood C l i f f s ,  New 
J e r s e y :  P r e n t i c e - H a l l , I n c . ,  1973),  p .  134.

■^Egan, F rem on t, p p .  515-18; O a te s ,  W ith  M a lic e  
Toward None, p p .  260-62; Cruden, The War t h a t  Never Enfled, 
p . 134.
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freedom  in  h i s  message to  C ongress  a  month l a t e r ,  t h e i r
32f r u s t r a t i o n s  in c r e a s e d .

M i l i t a n t  b l a c k s ,  su ch  as  F r e d e r i c k  D oug lass ,  were 

f u r t h e r  d i s t u r b e d  by one o f  th e  im m ediate  consequences  o f  

th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  p o l i c y .  I t  s t i m u l a t e d  a l r e a d y  w id e sp re a d  

b la c k  c y n ic ism  abou t th e  w ar ,  and th u s  i n h i b i t e d  th e  

s t r u g g l e  f o r  b l a c k  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  A lthough  th e  C o n f i s c a t io n  

Act o f  6 A ugust 1861 w a r r a n te d  and j u s t i f i e d  th e  employment 

o f  f u g i t i v e  s l a v e s  in  a  m i l i t a r y  c a p a c i t y ,  no l e g i s l a t i o n  

had  been p a s s e d  to  e n r o l l  t h e  b la c k s  a s  s o l d i e r s .  Only th e  

u se  o f  f u g i t i v e  s la v e s  o f  p e r s o n s  in  a c t u a l  r e b e l l i o n  

a g a i n s t  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  was c o n te m p la te d  to  t h i s  p o i n t .

No a t t e n t i o n  was p a id  to  t h e  f r e e  b la c k s  o f  th e  n o r th e r n  

s t a t e s  who c o u ld  sup p ly  2 5 ,0 0 0  a b le - b o d ie d ,  p a t r i o t i c  

s o l d i e r s . ^

D uring th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  1861, a p p a r e n t ly  L in c o ln  

had  no i n t e n t i o n  o f  d o ing  a n y th in g  a g a i n s t  s l a v e r y .  The 

l a r g e  number o f  b la c k s  coming i n t o  Union l i n e s  c o n t in u e d  to  

c r e a t e  p ro b le m s .  The i n c r e a s i n g  b l a c k  p o p u la t io n ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  women and c h i l d r e n ,  f a r  exceeded th e  number 

th e  army co u ld  p r o f i t a b l y  employ. G enera l  John E. Wool,

32 Roy P .  B a s le r ,  e d .  , The C o l l e c te d  Works o f  Abraham 
L in c o ln , 9 v o l s .  (New B runsw ick , New J e r s e y ,  1953), 5 :4 8 -4 9 ;  
Cruden, The War t h a t  N ever E nded , p p . 134-35.

33H ugg ins ,  S lave  and C i t i z e n ,  p . 80; Benjamin 
Q u a r le s ,  F r e d e r i c k  D ouglass  (New York: Atheneum, 1969).
pp . 191-97:
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B u t l e r ' s  s u c c e s s o r  a t  F o r t r e s s  Monroe, found  th e  p rob lem  o f

em ploying  th e  a b le - b o d ie d ,  w h i le  s u p p o r t in g  the d ependen t

b l a c k s ,  a p r e s s i n g  one . He r e q u e s te d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from

S e c r e t a r y  o f  War Simon Cameron c o n c e rn in g  th i s  p ro b le m .

Cameron s u g g e s te d  t h a t  he send  a l l  a b le -b o d ie d  b l a c k s ,  a lo n g

w i th  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  to  G en era l  George M cC lellan  a t

W ashington  to  work on th e  c a p i t a l ' s  d e f e n s e s .  W o o l 's

e s s e n t i a l  p ro b le m , how ever, was w i th  t h e  la rg e  p o p u la t i o n  o f
34women and c h i l d r e n .

The t o t a l  c o n tra b a n d  p o p u la t i o n  a t  F o r t r e s s  Monroe 

by March 1862 h ad  grown to  a p p ro x im a te ly  1,500 an d  th e  

number o f  women and c h i l d r e n  was abou t 850 . Though most o f  

th e  women and c h i l d r e n  were n o t  employed, some w e re  used as  

cooks and s e r v a n t s .  In  an a t t e m p t  to  j u s t i f y  army ca re  o f  

d e s t i t u t e  b l a c k s ,  Wool ad o p ted  a wage sy s tem . He o rd e re d  

a l l  o f f i c e r s  and s o l d i e r s  who h ad  b la c k  s e rv a n ts  t o  pay 

m onth ly  wages o f  a t  l e a s t  e i g h t  d o l l a r s  f o r  men a n d  four f o r  

women. The wages w ent to  th e  q u a r t e r m a s t e r  who managed th e  

funds f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  d e s t i t u t e  b l a c k s ,  a f t e r  

d e d u c t io n s  f o r  th e  c o s t  o f  c l o t h i n g .  Those b la c k s  a c t u a l l y  

employed se ldom  r e c e i v e d  pay; t h e i r  e a r n in g s  were s im ply  

a p p l i e d  to  t h e  c a r e  o f  th e  n o n - la b o r in g  p o p u la t i o n .  However, 

a t  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  th e  c h i e f  o f  each departm en t

• ^ O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s , S e r i e s  2, V o l .  I ,  pp. 770-71.



34

e x c e p t i o n a l l y  d i l i g e n t  l a b o r e r s  m ig h t  r e c ie v e  f i f t y  c e n ts  to
35two d o l l a r s  p a y  d i r e c t l y  to  them ea c h  month.

By e a r l y  1862, i t  had become c l e a r  t h a t  a  perm anen t

p rog ram  f o r  t h e  c a re  and  employment o f  a r r i v i n g  b la c k s  had

to  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d .  B la c k s  were coming i n t o  Union l i n e s  by

th e  th o u sa n d s .  G enera l U ly sses  S. G ran t found i t  n e c e s s a r y

to  a p p o in t  Jo h n  Eaton t o  ta k e  c h a rg e  o f  a l l  f u g i t i v e s  in  h i s

W est Tennessee  a r e a .  A s p e c i a l  camp was s e t  up f o r  b la c k s

a t  Grand J u n c t i o n ,  T e n n e sse e ,  w here  E a ton  s u p e r v i s e d  th e

h i r i n g  o f t h e s e  f u g i t i v e s  and l e a s i n g  abandoned l a n d  to

w h i t e s  who h i r e d  them. He made s u r e  t h a t  th e y  w ere  p a id  f o r

t h e i r  work. I n  L o u is ia n a ,  G en era l  B u t l e r  l e a s e d  b la c k s  to
36l o y a l  p l a n t e r s  who p a i d  t e n  d o l l a r s  m onth ly  f o r  e a c h .

A f e d e r a l  p o l i c y  f o r  r e l i e f  o f  freedm en d ev e lo p ed  so 

s lo w ly  t h a t  p r i v a t e  p e r s o n s ,  b o th  b l a c k  and w h i t e ,  began to  

o r g a n iz e  th ro u g h o u t  n o r t h e r n  c i t i e s  f o r  th e  e x p r e s s  p u rp o se  

o f  r e n d e r in g  more e f f e c t i v e  a id  t o  th e  b la c k s  in  t h e  South . 

The N a t io n a l  F reed m en 's  R e l i e f  A s s o c i a t i o n  was o r g a n iz e d  i n  

New York on 22 F e b ru a ry  1862. Soon t h e r e a f t e r  t h e  C o n tra 

b an d  R e l i e f  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  C i n c i n n a t i ,  th e  F r ie n d s  

A s s o c ia t io n  f o r  th e  R e l i e f  o f  C o lo re d  Freedmen i n  

P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  and th e  N o r th w e s te rn  F reedm en 's  A id  Commission 

o f  Chicago w e re  o r g a n iz e d .  R e l ig io u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  l e d  by

35I b i d .  , pp. 774 -75 .

3^ I b i d .  , S e r ie s  1, Vol. X V III ,  pp . 369, 4 6 1 ; L o v e t t ,  
"The Negro i n  T e n n e s s e e ,"  pp. 14 -20 .
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th e  A m erican M is s io n a ry  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  j o i n e d  i n  t h e  r e l i e f  o f

th e  b l a c k s .  C lo th in g  and food  w ere  s o l i c i t e d ,  c o l l e c t i o n s

were made, and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w ere s e n t  South  to  m i n i s t e r

to  t h e  n eed s  o f  t h e  e x - s l a v e s .  T h is  t r a n s i t i o n  p e r i o d  f o r

th e  b l a c k s  was e x t r e m e ly  d i f f i c u l t .  B ecause o f  t h e  c o n fu se d

and c h a n g in g  f e d e r a l  p o l i c y ,  t h e r e  was much s u f f e r i n g  and
37d e a th  among th e  b l a c k s  i n  t h e s e  c o n t r a b a n d  camps.

In  an a t t e m p t  t o  re d u c e  th e  c o n fu s io n  i n  th e  em ploy

ment an d  r e l i e f  o f  th e  f u g i t i v e s ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War Edwin 

S ta n to n  i n  l a t e  A p r i l  1862 d i r e c t e d  G en e ra l  Rufus S a x to n ,  

commander o f  t h e  D epartm en t o f  t h e  S o u th ,  to  t a k e  f u l l  

c h a rg e  o f  abandoned p l a n t a t i o n s  and th e  b la c k s .  S ta n to n  

a u t h o r i z e d  S ax ton  to  make w h a te v e r  r u l e s  and  r e g u l a t i o n s  

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  th e  l a n d  and th e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  l a b o r e r s .  S ta n to n ,  who h a d  r e p l a c e d  Simon 

Cameron as  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War i n  J a n u a ry  1862, b e l i e v e d  t h a t  

th e  C o n fed eracy  was a  c o n s p i r a c y  o f  t r a i t o r s  and  t h a t  t o t a l  

war was n e c e s s a r y  to  d e s t r o y  i t .  A id ,  e m a n c ip a t io n ,  and  th e  

m i l i t a r y  u se  o f  t h e  b l a c k s  became weapons o f  w ar f o r  him. 

S ta n to n  c o u ld  n o t  sy m p a th ize  w i th  L i n c o l n ' s  c a u t io u s  

a p p ro a c h  to  t h e s e  p ro b le m s .  Thus, he  t u r n e d  to  t h e  r a d i c a l  

l e a d e r s  i n  C ongress  f o r  s u p p o r t  i n  an a t t e m p t  to  wage t o t a l

37A l le n ,  "Women M i s s i o n a r i e s , "  p p . 6 -8 ;  L o v e t t ,  "The 
Negro i n  T e n n e s s e e ,"  p p . 17 -20 ; M cPherson, N eg ro ' s C i v i l  
War, p p .  133-35 ; Cam W alker , " C o m i t h ,  t h e  S to ry  o f  a 
C o n trab an d  Camp," C i v i l  War H is to r y  20 (1 9 7 4 ) :5 -2 2 .
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war a g a i n s t  the S o u th  and i n  d e a l in g  w i th  th e  r e f u g e e s .  

C o rd ia l  r e l a t i o n s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  p r e v a i l e d  be tw een  S ta n to n  and 

the  r a d i c a l  l e a d e r s  in  C ongress  w h ich  l a s t e d  th ro u g h o u t  th e  

war and r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  y e a r s . S ta n to n  p r e s s e d  f o r  th e  

a b o l i t i o n  and a rm in g  o f t h e  s la v e s  i n  c a b in e t  m ee tings  w i th
OO

the  P r e s i d e n t  th ro u g h o u t  1 8 62 .

G eneral S a x to n  i s s u e d  an o r d e r  in  th e  w in t e r  o f  1862 

fo r  a g e n e r a l  p l a n  to  be fo l lo w e d  everyw here  i n  h i s  d e p a r t 

ment c o n c e rn in g  t h e  prob lem s o f  th e  f u g i t i v e s  and abandoned 

lan d s .  S ou thern  abandoned la n d s  w o u ld  be d i v i d e d  in to  two 

a reas  a n d  a s u p e r in t e n d e n t  a p p o in te d  t o  s u p e r v i s e  each a r e a .  

E x - s la v e s  would w o rk  the  l a n d  w ith  e a c h  f a m ily  a l l o t t e d  two 

acres  f o r  each w o rk in g  han d . A ll b l a c k  f a m i l i e s  would b e  

r e q u i r e d  to  r a i s e  a  c e r t a i n  amount o f  c o t to n  f o r  government 

use and t o  p la n t  c o r n  and p o t a t o e s  f o r  t h e i r  own use . From 

th ese  p l o t s  b la c k s  were e x p e c te d  to  p ro v id e  t h e i r  own 

s u b s i s t e n c e .  Wages were p a i d  fo r  t h e  p l a n t i n g ,  h o e in g ,  and 

p ic k in g  o f  the g o v e rn m e n t 's  c o t to n .  The t o o l s  would be 

f u r n i s h e d  by th e  governm en t.  The s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  a lso  h a d  

the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  p r o t e c t i n g  t h o s e  b la c k s  i n  h is  a r e a

who h i r e d  th e m se lv e s  out t o  w h ite  em ployers  a n d  f u r t h e r
39se e in g  t h a t  they  h a d  the  n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  l i f e .

^ O f f i c i a l  R ec o rd s , S e r ie s  3 ,  Vol. I I ,  pp . 2 7 -2 8 ; 
John G. S p ro a t ,  " B l u e p r i n t  f o r  R a d ic a l  R e c o n s t r u c t io n , "  
J o u rn a l  o f  S o u th e rn  H is to ry  23 (F e b ru a ry  1 9 5 7 ) :2 5 -3 2 .

39 George R. B e n t le y ,  A H i s t o r y  o f t h e  Freedm en' s 
Bureau (New York: Octagon Books, 19 7 4 ) ,  pp. 2 4 -2 5 .
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G en era l  S a x to n 's  p la n  d id  n o t  work v e ry  w e l l .  One 

d i f f i c u l t y  was th e  s m a l l  amount o f  l a n d  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  u s e  by 

th e  b l a c k s .  The governm ent was s e l l i n g  much o f  t h e  la n d  to  

p r i v a t e  p e r s o n s ;  and f r e q u e n t l y  th e s e  new owners had  l i t t l e  

i n t e r e s t  in  th e  p l i g h t  o f  th e  b l a c k s .  Some o f  t h e  a p p o in te d  

s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  showed l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  p rob lem s o f  

t h e  b l a c k s .  F u r th e rm o re ,  th e  T re a s u ry  D epartm en t c o n te s t e d  

th e  r i g h t  o f  th e  War D epartm ent t o  a d m in i s t e r  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  

t h e  b l a c k s .  A lthough  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War d e s i r e d  the  

T r e a s u ry  to  c o n t r o l  a l l  c o n f i s c a t e d  p e r o p e r t y ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  

u s e d  by th e  m i l i t a r y ,  o f f i c e r s  i n  th e  f i e l d  w ere o f  th e  

o p in io n  t h a t  th e y  c o u ld  b e s t  h a n d le  e v e r y t h i n g . ^

One o f  th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  and h i g h l y  p u b l i c i z e d  

a t t e m p t s  to  make th e  c o n tra b a n d s  s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g  took  p l a c e  

a t  P o r t  R oyal,  South  C a r o l in a .  I n  November 1861 Union 

f o r c e s  c a p tu r e d  P o r t  Royal I s l a n d  and t h e  a d j a c e n t  South 

C a r o l i n a  Sea I s l a n d s  f i f t y  m i le s  so u th w e s t  o f  C h a r le s to n .

The e n t i r e  w h i te  p o p u la t i o n  f l e d  th e  i s l a n d s  as t h e  Union 

f o r c e s  advanced . The f e d e r a l  t r o o p s  o c c u p ie d  B e a u fo r t  w i t h  

more th a n  60 ,000  a c r e s  o f  a r a b l e  la n d  and abou t 10 ,000 

s l a v e s .  The s i t u a t i o n  a t  P o r t  Royal demanded im m ediate  

a c t i o n  and e x t e n s iv e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  N o r th e rn  b l a c k s  and 

w h i t e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  to o k  a  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  in  F o r t  Royal.

^ I b i d . , pp . 2 4 -2 6 ;  G e r t e i s ,  From C o n trab an d  to  
F reedm an , pp . 53-55 . C h ap te r  V o f  my d i s s e r t a t i o n  d i s c u s s e s  
f u r t h e r  th e  c o n f l i c t  be tw een  th e  War and T re a s u ry  D e p a r t 
m en ts  c o n c e rn in g  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  t h e  freedm en and abandoned 
l a n d s .
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Because o f  t h e i r  p h y s ic a l  and c u l t u r a l  i s o l a t i o n  from th e

m a in lan d ,  t h e  s la v e s  on th e s e  i s l a n d s  w ere  among th e  m ost

backward i n  th e  e n t i r e  S ou th . The b l a c k s  and w h i te

a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  r e a s o n e d  t h a t ,  i f  t h e s e  s l a v e s

p ro v e d  th e m se lv e s  c a p a b le  o f  a  p r o d u c t iv e  and u s e f u l  l i f e  in

freedom , a n t i - e m a n c i p a t io n  a rgum ents  b a s e d  on t h e  a l l e g e d

i n n a t e  i n f e r i o r i t y  o f  th e  b l a c k s  w ould  be  s e r i o u s l y  
41hampered.

S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  T re a s u ry  Salmon P. Chase a l s o  took  

an im m ediate i n t e r e s t  i n  P o r t  R oyal.  Chase s e l e c t e d  h i s  

f r i e n d  and a s s o c i a t e ,  Edward L. P i e r c e  ( fo rm e r ly  B u t l e r ' s  

s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  c o n tra b a n d s  a t  F o r t r e s s  M onroe), to  go to  

t h e  Sea I s l a n d s  and lo o k  i n t o  t h e  c o n tra b a n d  s i t u a t i o n .

A f t e r  sp e n d in g  n e a r l y  a month i n  P o r t  Royal, P i e r c e  d e v is e d  

a  p la n  to  make th e  b la c k s  s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g  and t h e  c o t to n  

p l a n t a t i o n s  p r o f i t a b l e  to  th e  f e d e r a l  governm ent. Under 

P i e r c e ' s  p l a n ,  th e  t e r r i t o r y  was d i v id e d  i n to  d i s t r i c t s  and  

e a c h  d i s t r i c t  had a s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  and a  t e a c h e r .  F re e d 

men' s a id  s o c i e t i e s  p ro v id e d  c l o t h e s ,  s c h o o l  s u p p l i e s ,  

t e a c h e r s ,  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  n u r s e s ,  and m e d ic a l  s u p p l i e s .  Under 

P i e r c e ' s  management t h e  c o n tra b a n d s  grew  c o m ,  p o t a t o e s ,  

sorghum f o r  m o la s se s ,  and c o t t o n .  The s u p e r in te n d e n t s

41W i l l i e  L. Rose, R e h e a r s a l  f o r  R e c o n s t r u c t io n :  The
P o r t  Royal E xperim en t (New York: O xfo rd  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,
1 9 6 4 ) ,  pp. 1 1 -16 ; G e r t e i s ,  From C o n trab an d  to  Freedm an, p p . 
5 0 -5 8 ;  M cPherson, N e g ro 's  C i v i l  War, pp~ 113-22.
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r a t i o n e d  s u p p l i e s  a n d  the  t e a c h e r s  i n s t r u c t e d  them  to  r e a d  

a n d  w r i te .

M ost p a r t i c i p a n t s  a n d  o b s e rv e r s  of th e  " P o r t  Royal 

E x p e r im en t"  c o n c lu d e d  th a t  i t  was a s u c c e s s .  A f t e r  a y e a r ,  

t h i r t y  s c h o o ls  had b een  e s t a b l i s h e d  on th e  Sea I s l a n d s  and  

a n  average o f  2 ,000 p u p i l s  r e p o r te d  d a i l y  fo r  i n s t r u c t i o n .  

C rop  p r o d u c t io n ,  e x c e p t  c o t t o n ,  in c r e a s e d  trem e n d o u s ly .  

P ro p o n e n ts  f u r t h e r  a rgued  t h a t  the r e s u l t s  a t  P o r t  Royal 

i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  w i th  a s s i s t a n c e ,  g u id a n c e ,  and a  f a i r  c h an ce  

t h e  s la v e s  c o u ld  b e  c o n v e r te d  to  f r e e  l a b o r e r s  w i th o u t  

v i o l e n t  s o c i a l  d i s l o c a t i o n ^

The i s s u e  o f  f r e e i n g  th e  s l a v e s  c o n t in u e d  to  p la g u e  

t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  L in c o ln  b e l ie v e d  s la v e ry  was wrong; 

how ever, h e  h e ld  t h a t  the  P re s id e n c y  d i d  no t c o n f e r  on h im  

t h e  r i g h t  t o  a c t  upon  h is  own f e e l in g s  and b e l i e f s .  As a 

b e l i e v e r  i n  dem ocracy, he w as guided b y  p u b l ic  o p in io n  and  

h e n c e  he t e n d e d  to  d e la y  a c t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  p e o p le  had  v o i c e d  

t h e i r  v iew s .  L in c o ln  b e l i e v e d  th a t  t h e  b e s t  s o l u t i o n  to  t h e  

s l a v e r y  p o rb le m  was g ra d u a l  com pensated  e m a n c ip a t io n .  U nder 

t h i s  p lan  t h e  s la v e  m a s te rs  would be p a i d  ou t o f  th e  

n a t i o n a l  t r e a s u r y  f o r  the  l o s s  of t h e i r  s la v e s .  He th o u g h t

^ O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s , S e r ie s  3, V ol. I I ,  p .  55; R ose ,  
R e h e a rs a l  f o r  R e c o n s t r u c t io n , pp. 1 8 -3 1 ;  G e r t e i s ,  From 
C o n trab an d  t o  F reedm an, pp. 51-52.

^ O f f i c i a l  R ec o rd s , S e r ie s  2, V o l. I ,  p .  802; 
B e n t le y ,  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  F reedm en 's  B u r e a u , pp. 7 -10 ; 
McPherson, S t r u g g le  f o r  E q u a l i t y , p. 1 6 5 .
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t h a t  i f  h a  co u ld  g e t  one b o r d e r  s t a t e  to  t a k e  t h i s  s t e p  th e  

o t h e r s  w ould  fo l lo w .  D elaw are was s e l e c t e d  b e c a u s e  i t  had 

l e s s  th a n  two thousand  s l a v e s .  L in c o ln  e s t i m a t e d  th e  

governm ent c o u ld  pay fo u r  h u n d re d  d o l l a r s  e a c h  f o r  D e la w a re 's  

s l a v e s  and i t  w ould c o s t  l e s s  th a n  th e  war c o s t  f o r  h a l f  a 

day. In  November 1861 he s u b m i t te d  h i s  p r o p o s a l  p r i v a t e l y  

to  a f r i e n d  o f  t h e  Delaware l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  i n t r o d u c t i o n .

The p r o p o s a l  r e c e i v e d  a s to rm y  r e c e p t i o n  i n  t h e  s t a t e  

l e g i s l a t u r e .  The c r i t i c i s m  was so v ig o ro u s  t h a t  th e  b i l l  

was w ithd raw n  b e f o r e  i t  was f o r m a l ly  i n t r o d u c e d . ^

The P r e s i d e n t  was n o t  d e t e r r e d  by t h e  r e j e c t i o n  o f  

h i s  p r o p o s a l  i n  D elaw are. On 6 March 1862, P r e s i d e n t  

L in c o ln  s e n t  a m essage to  C ongress  recommending p a ssa g e  o f  a 

j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f f e r i n g  f e d e r a l  co m p en sa t io n  to  any s t a t e  

t h a t  a d o p te d  a p l a n  o f  g r a d u a l  a b o l i t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y .  H is  

p r o p o s a l  was w id e ly  d i s c u s s e d  and r e c e iv e d  g e n e r a l l y  

f a v o r a b l e  comments i n  th e  p r e s s .  On 10 A p r i l ,  Congress by 

j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  p a s se d  th e  p r o p o s a l  e x a c t l y  a s  L in c o ln  had  

worded i t  i n  h i s  m essage. The b o r d e r  s t a t e s  r e j e c t e d  th e  

p r o p o s a l  i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  l e g i s l a t u r e s .  A b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  

b o th  b l a c k  and w h i t e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  welcomed t h e  p ro p o s a l  as

44 Sandburg , L i n c o l n , 1 :5 6 2 -6 3 ;  Roy P .  B a s le r ,
L in c o ln  (New York: Octagon Books, 1975), 5 :1 1 8 -1 9 ;  O a te s ,
W ith M a lic e  Toward None, pp . 325-26 ; W. M. B rew er ,  " L in c o ln  
and th e  B o rd er  S t a t e s , "  J o u r n a l  o f  Negro H i s t o r y  34 ( J a n u a ry  
1 9 4 9 ) :5 9 -6 0 .
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a s ig n  o f  a  m a jo r  s h i f t  i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  policy- 
45tow ard  s l a v e r y .

The s h a rp  s e tb a c k  to  com pensated  e m a n c ip a t io n  o f  the 

s la v e s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  second  p la n  by th e  P r e s i d e n t — 

c o l o n i z a t i o n  o u t s i d e  th e  c o u n t ry .  Many c o n s e r v a t i v e s  

rem ained  u n c o n v in c e d  t h a t  l a r g e  numbers o f  f r e e d  s l a v e s  

c o u ld  re m a in  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  w i th o u t  c a u s i n g  s o c i a l  

u p h e a v a l .  They opposed  e m a n c ip a t io n  e x c e p t  upon  th e  c o n d i 

t i o n  o f  c o l o n i z a t i o n .  They f u r t h e r  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  f r e e  

b la c k s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a  dang ero u s  s o c i a l  c l a s s  w h ic h  c o u ld  

n e v e r  be  e f f e c t i v e l y  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  th e  s o c i a l  f a b r i c .  In 

1861-62 t h e r e  was w id e s p re a d  s u p p o r t  among c o n s e r v a t i v e  

R e p u b lic a n s  and  Democrats f o r  th e  c o l o n i z a t i o n  ab ro ad  o f  

b la c k s  e m a n c ip a te d  by th e  w ar .  L in c o ln  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  

d e p o r t a t i o n  w ould  s im u l ta n e o u s ly  a c h ie v e  two e n d s :  g e t  r i d

o f  s l a v e r y  and  g e t  r i d  o f  t h e  b l a c k s .  The i d e a  o f  rem oving 

th e  b l a c k s  was b y  no means o r i g i n a l  w i th  L i n c o l n .  I t  h ad  

been  d i s c u s s e d  and d e b a te d  f o r  y e a r s  as  a means o f  r i d d i n g  

th e  n a t i o n  o f  i t s  s l a v e r y  and r a c e  p r o b l e m s . ^

F o r  more th a n  f o r t y  y e a r s  t h e  Am erican C o lo n iz a t io n  

S o c ie ty  an d  i t s  s t a t e  a u x i l i a r i e s  h ad  sough t t o  so lv e  t h e  

r a c e  p ro b le m  by c o l o n i z i n g  f r e e  b la c k s  in  A f r i c a .  Opposed

^ Q u a r l e s ,  Negro i n  t h e  C i v i l  War, p p .  136-38.
A £

Van Dyke, "The F re e  Negro i n  T e n n e s s e e ,"  p p .  175- 
79; S an d b u rg , L i n c o l n , 1 :5 7 4 -7 7 ;  P a u l  J .  S c h e ip s ,  " L in c o ln  
and th e  C h i r i q u i  C o lo n iz a t io n  P r o j e c t , "  J o u r n a l  o f  N egro 
H i s to r y  37 (O c to b e r  1 9 5 2 ) :4 1 8 -2 2 .
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by m ost b la c k s ,  w h i t e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  and m o d e ra te s ,  t h i s  

p r o j e c t  o v e r a l l  w as a f a i l u r e .  W ith  th e  w ar an d  th e  f l i g h t  

of f u g i t i v e s  to  Union l i n e s ,  how ever, c o l o n i z a t i o n  o f  b la c k s  

gained  w id e s p re a d  s u p p o r t .  Some s u g g e s te d  v o l u n t a r y  and  

o th e rs  com pulso ry  c o l o n i z a t i o n .  Many l e a d in g  men in  t h e  

e a r ly  p a r t  of t h e  C i v i l  War o f f e r e d  c o l o n i z a t i o n  as th e  

magic s o l u t i o n  t o  th e  b l a c k  p rob lem . I t  was t h e  consensus  

o f th e  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  c o l o n i z a t i o n  t h a t  b la c k s  and w h i te s  

could n e v e r  l i v e  t o g e t h e r  p e a c e f u l l y  as e q u a l s .  C o lo n iz a 

t io n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  was the  o n ly  p o s s i b l e  s o l u t i o n  to  th e  

s la v e r y  and r a c i a l  p ro b le m s .  Some n o r th e rn  b l a c k s ,  

e m b i t t e r e d  by t h e i r  s e c o n d -c la s s  c i t i z e n  s t a t u s ,  f a v o re d  

c o l o n i z a t i o n .  T h e se  b l a c k s  w anted t o  e s t a b l i s h  a p ro sp e ro u s  

b lack  r e p u b l i c  t h a t  would d isp ro v e  t h e  myth o f  th e  b la c k  

man's i n a b i l i t y  t o  govern h im s e l f  an d , a t  t h e  same t im e ,  

escape w h i t e  p r e j u d i c e .  The o p p o n en ts  o f  c o l o n i z a t i o n  

argued t h a t  most b la c k s  h a d  no d e s i r e  to  l e a v e  th e  U n ite d  

S t a t e s ,  t h e i r  hom eland, an d  denounced the  c o l o n i z a t i o n
/  *7

schem es.

On 14 A u g u s t  1862, P r e s i d e n t  L in co ln  m et w i th  an  

i n v i t e d  com m ittee o f  b l a c k s  a t  t h e  W hite House to  d i s c u s s  

the i s s u e  o f c o l o n i z a t i o n .  He u r g e d  them to  c o n s id e r  th e  

idea o f  c o l o n i z a t i o n .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  s l a v e r y  was th e  

g r e a t e s t  wrong i n f l i c t e d  on any p e o p le ,  b u t  e v e n  i f  th e

47 Van Dyke, "The F re e  Negro i n  T e n n e s s e e ,"  pp.
175-79 ; M cPherson, N egro ' s  C iv i l  W ar , pp. 7 7 -9 7 .



43

i n s t i t u t i o n  were a h o l i s h e d  r a c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  a n d  p r e j u d i c e s

would re m a in .  L in c o ln  f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  b l a c k s  had l i t t l e

chance f o r  e q u a l i t y  i n  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  and t h a t  t h e r e  was

an u n w i l l i n g n e s s  on th e  p a r t  o f  many w h i te s  f o r  f r e e  b la c k s

to  rem ain  i n  th e  c o u n t ry .  I t  would t h e r e f o r e  b e  b e t t e r  f o r

th e  two r a c e s  to  be s e p a r a t e d .  L in c o ln  im p lo re d  th e  b l a c k

d e l e g a t i o n  t o  r e c r u i t  s e v e r a l  h u ndred  f e l lo w  b l a c k s  f o r  a

p i l o t  c o l o n i z a t i o n  p r o j e c t  t o  d e m o n s tra te  i t s  f e a s i b i l i t y  as
48a  s o l u t i o n  to  th e  r a c e  p rob lem .

M ost n o r th e r n  b la c k s  and w h i te  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  

condemned th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  p r o p o s a l .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  L in c o ln  

gave h i s  s u p p o r t  to  s e v e r a l  u n s u c c e s s f u l  c o l o n i z a t i o n  

schemes d u r in g  th e  w ar .  He h a d  come t o  th e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  

th e  two r a c e s  co u ld  n o t  l i v e  h a rm o n io u s ly  t o g e t h e r  as 

e q u a l s .  L in c o ln  and o t h e r  p ro p o n e n ts  o f  c o l o n i z a t i o n  

th o u g h t  t h a t  most b l a c k s  w ould  p r e f e r  t o  e m ig r a te  r a t h e r  

th a n  rem a in  in  A m erica as  s e c o n d - c l a s s  c i t i z e n s .  He, 

t h e r e f o r e ,  p e rsu a d e d  Congress  d u r in g  i t s  1861-62 s e s s io n  to  

a p p r o p r i a t e  $ 6 0 0 ,QQO to  h e lp  f in a n c e  v o l u n t a r y  e m ig r a t io n  o f  

b la c k s  to  L i b e r i a  and H a i t i .  In  1862 the. P r e s i d e n t  s ig n e d  a 

c o n t r a c t  w i th  B e rn a rd  Knock, a  c o l o n i z a t i o n  p ro m o te r ,  f o r  

th e  c o l o n i z a t i o n  o f  500 f r e e d  s l a v e s  on  the  l i e  A 'V ache, a 

sm a l l  i s l a n d  o f f  t h e  s o u th e r n  c o a s t  o f  H a i t i .  T h is

48 B a s l e r ,  Works o f  L i n c o l n , 5 :3 7 0 -7 5 ;  S andburg , 
L i n c o l n , 1 :5 7 4 -7 6 ;  S c h e ip s ,  " L in c o ln  an d  the  C o lo n iz a t io n  
P r o j e c t , "  pp . 423-24 .
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e m ig ra t io n  e x p e r im e n t  to  l i e  A 'V ache, as w e l l  as o t h e r  

c o l o n i z a t i o n  a t t e m p t s ,  was a d i s a s t r o u s  f a i l u r e .  A f t e r  

g e t t i n g  th e  money, Knock f a i l e d  to  p ro v id e  t h e  b la c k s  w i th  

a d e q u a te  h o u s in g .  N e a r ly  a  h u n d red  b la c k s  d ie d  from  s m a l l 

pox and s t a r v a t i o n .  L in c o ln  f i n a l l y  a d m i t te d  f a i l u r e  and 

s e n t  a  s h ip  to  b r i n g  th e  s u r v iv o r s  b ack  to  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  

i n  F e b ru a ry  1 8 6 4 . ^

L i n c o l n ' s  c o l o n i z a t i o n  schemes f a i l e d  p a r t l y  b e c a u se  

th e  s t a t u s  o f  b l a c k s  had  begun to  change as a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  

w ar. There  was a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  a n t i s l a v e r y  a c t i v i t y  in  

W ashington  in  th e  s p r i n g  o f  1862. Congress p a s se d  a new 

a r t i c l e  o f  war p r o h i b i t i n g  army o f f i c e r s  (on p e n a l t y  o f  

d i s m is s a l )  from r e t u r n i n g  f u g i t i v e  s la v e s  who e n t e r e d  t h e i r  

l i n e s .  L e g i s l a t i o n  p r o h i b i t i n g  s l a v e r y  in  a l l  th e  

t e r r i t o r i e s  o f  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  and p r o v id in g  f o r  th e  

e f f e c t u a l  s u p p r e s s io n  o f  th e  A f r i c a n  s la v e  t r a d e  was a l s o  

e n a c te d .  Most d r a m a t ic  o f  a l l  was t h e  p a s sa g e  in  A p r i l  o f  

an a c t  a b o l i s h i n g  s l a v e r y  i n  th e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia, w i th  

com pensation  to  t h e  ow ners.

A s t ro n g  f e e l i n g  was now m a n i f e s t e d  a l l  o v e r  th e  

N orth  i n  fa y o r  o f  a  v ig o ro u s  war p o l i c y  o f  f r e e i n g  th e

49M cPherson, S t r u g g le  f o r  E q u a l i t y , p .  155; H uggins , 
S lave  and  C i t i z e n , pp~ 82 -84 ; S c h e ip s ,  " L in c o ln  and th e  
C o lo n iz a t io n  P r o j e c t , "  p p . 423-24 .

■ ^A ptheker, A Documentary H i s to r y  o f  th e  N eg ro , 
1 :4 7 1 -7 5 ;  Q u a r le s ,  D o u g la s s ,  pp . 194 -97 ; Sandburg , L in c o ln ,  
1 :5 7 7 -7 9 .
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s l a v e s ,  and in  many q u a r t e r s  the a rm in g  o f  b la c k s  was 

r e g a rd e d  w i th  f a v o r .  Many groups b e g a n  to  u r g e  th e  P r e s i 

d e n t  to  e m an c ip a te  th e  s l a v e s  and arm  th e  b l a c k s .  As th e  

N o r th  s u f f e r e d  more and more a d v e r s i t i e s  on t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d ,  

t h e  demand f o r  em ploying b l a c k s  as  s o l d i e r s  in c r e a s e d .  W ith 

e n l i s t m e n t s  d w in d l in g  and manpower n e e d s  becom ing more 

a c u t e ,  t h e  s la v e s  o f  the  enemy r e p r e s e n t e d  a  so u rce  o f  

s t r e n g t h  b o th  as m i l i t a r y  l a b o r e r s  an d  s o l d i e r s .  S e v e ra l  

Union g e n e r a l s  u r g e d  L in c o ln  to  f r e e  th e  s l a v e s  and arm th e  

b l a c k s .  M oreover, th e  f r e e i n g  o f  t h e  s la v e s  would s t r i k e  a 

p o p u la r  ch o rd  in  England  a n d  on t h e  C o n t in e n t ,  underm in ing

t h e  C o n fe d e ra c y 's  e f f o r t s  t o  win d i p l o m a t i c  r e c o g n i t i o n  in
51t h e  c a p i t a l s  o f  Europe .

G enera l D av id  H u n te r  i n s i s t e d  on t h e  use  o f  b la c k s  

a s  s o l d i e r s .  As commander o f  the  U nion f o r c e s  occupy ing  th e  

i s l a n d s  o f f  th e  c o a s t  o f  S o u th  C a r o l in a ,  G e o rg ia ,  and 

F l o r i d a ,  h e  p ro c la im e d  m a r t i a l  law i n  th e  D epartm en t o f  th e  

S ou th  co m p r is in g  a l l  t h r e e  s t a t e s .  He l a t e r  d e c la r e d  a l l  

s l a v e s  i n  th e se  s t a t e s  to  b e  f r e e  a n d  o r g a n iz e d  and armed 

t h e  f i r s t  b la c k  re g im e n t  composed o f  fo rm er s la v e s  from 

th e s e  t h r e e  s t a t e s  in  A p r i l  and May 1862. On 19 May,

L in c o ln  d e c la r e d ,  however, t h a t  n e i t h e r  G e n e ra l  H u n te r  n o r  

any  o t h e r  commander o r p e r s o n  had b e e n  a u t h o r i z e d  by th e  

U n i te d  S t a t e s  government t o  make p r o c l a m a t io n s  d e c l a r i n g  th e

51M cPherson, N e g ro 's  C iv i l  W ar, pp . 164-65 .
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s l a v e s  o f  any s t a t e  f r e e .  G en era l  H un ter  was i n s t r u c t e d  to  

u se  t h e  b la c k s  as  l a b o r e r s  and s e r v a n t s  r a t h e r  th a n  

s o l d i e r s .

D e s p i te  th e  g o v e rn m e n t 's  o f f i c i a l  o p p o s i t i o n  to  

b l a c k  s o l d i e r s ,  s e v e r a l  Union g e n e r a l s  c o n t in u e d  to  o r g a n iz e  

b l a c k  r e g im e n ts  d u r in g  th e  summer o f  1862. G e n e ra l  James H. 

Lane o f  Kansas r a i s e d  two b la c k  r e g im e n ts  composed o f  

f u g i t i v e  s l a v e s  from M is s o u r i  and  f r e e  b l a c k s  from  th e  

N o r th .  L a n e 's  b la c k  t r o o p s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  s e v e r a l  

e n c o u n te r s  a g a i n s t  r e b e l  f o r c e s  i n  Kansas and  M is s o u r i ,  

though  th e y  w ere  n o t  o f f i c i a l l y  r e c o g n iz e d  by  th e  War 

D epartm ent u n t i l  e a r l y  1863. F re e  b la c k s  i n  New O r le a n s ,  

who had  formed a C o n fe d e ra te  re g im e n t  i n  1861, o f f e r e d  t h e i r  

s e r v i c e s  to  Union G e n e ra l  B u t l e r  a f t e r  t h e  f a l l  o f  th e  c i t y  

in  t h e  s p r in g  o f  1862. B u t l e r  r e f u s e d  t h e  o f f e r  a t  f i r s t ,  

b u t  when he was t h r e a t e n e d  by a  C o n fe d e ra te  a t t a c k  i n  A ugust 

he g l a d l y  a c c e p te d  t h e  f r e e  b l a c k s .  G e n e ra l  John W. P h e lp s ,  

commander o f  Camp P a r a p e t ,  a few m ile s  w e s t  o f  New O r le a n s ,  

o rg a n iz e d  f i v e  com panies o f fo rm er  s l a v e s .  On 30 J u l y  1862, 

he s e n t  to  B u t l e r ' s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  r e q u i s i t i o n s  f o r  s u p p l i e s  

f o r  t h r e e  b l a c k  r e g im e n ts  which he  p ro p o sed  to  r a i s e  f o r  th e  

d e fe n s e  o f  Camp P a r a p e t .  In  r e p l y  to  t h i s  r e q u e s t ,  B u t l e r

" ^ O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s ,  S e r i e s  3, V ol. I I ,  p p . 2 9 -3 1 ,  
42, 54 , 57, 147, 1 9 6 -9 8 ,  292, 246; S e r ie s  1 , V ol. XIV, p .  
341; Sandburg, L in c o ln ,  1 :5 6 1 -6 2 ;  B a s le r ,  L in c o ln ,  5: 
121- 2 2 .
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s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  P r e s i d e n t  a lo n e  h a d  a u t h o r i t y  t o  employ 

b la c k s  as  s o l d i e r s .

M eanw hile , n o r t h e r n  p u b l i c  o p in io n  b e g a n  g r a d u a l ly  

to  change tow ard  arm ing  th e  b l a c k s .  In  th e  summer o f  1862 

Union f o r c e s  s u f f e r e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  m i l i t a r y  d e f e a t s .

Mounting c a s u a l t i e s ,  th e  r e t u r n i n g  wounded v e t e r a n s ,  th e  

a la rm in g  i n c r e a s e  i n  d e s e r t i o n s ,  an d  th e  grow ing  d i f f i c u l t y  

in  o b t a i n i n g  e n l i s t m e n t s  l e d  to  a  r e a s s e s s m e n t  o f  th e  

m i l i t a r y  v a lu e  o f  e m a n c ip a t io n  and b la c k  r e c r u i t m e n t .  On 17 

J u ly  1862, C ongress  p a s s e d  a new c o n f i s c a t i o n  a c t ,  t h e  f i r s t  

d i r e c t  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  so u g h t  t h e  b la c k s '  m i l i t a r y  

a s s i s t a n c e .  T h is  a c t  empowered t h e  P r e s id e n t  t o  a c c e p t  

b la c k s  to  p e r fo rm  w ar s e r v i c e  f o r  w hich  th ey  w e re  co m p eten t.  

A lthough th e  P r e s i d e n t  s ig n e d  i t ,  he  was s t i l l  opposed  to  

th e  employment o f  b la c k s  as  s o l d i e r s .

There  was s t i l l  a  c o n s id e r a b l e  amount o f  o p p o s i t i o n  

i n  th e  N o r th  to  t h e  e n l i s t m e n t  o f  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s ,  b u t  on 25 

August 1862 th e  War D ep artm en t,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a u t h o r i z e d  

G enera l Rufus S a x to n ,  m i l i t a r y  g o v e rn o r  o f  t h e  S ou th  

C a ro l in a  Sea I s l a n d s ,  to  r a i s e  f i v e  reg im e n ts  o f  b l a c k  

t ro o p s  on th e  i s l a n d s  w i t h  w h i te  men as o f f i c e r s .  The F i r s t  

South C a r o l in a  V o lu n te e r s  r e g im e n t  was soon fo rm ed  and

53 T r e f o u s s e ,  Ben B u t l e r , p p .  130-31; M cPherson, 
N e g ro 's  C i v i l  W ar, p p .  160-65 .

• ^ O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s , S e r i e s  3, Vol. V, p p .  657 -58 ; 
L itw ack , Been i n  t h e  S torm  So L ong , pp . 68-69.
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Thomas W. H ig g in so n  was a p p o in te d  i t s  commander. H ig g in so n

was a B o s to n  a r i s t o c r a t ,  a  U n i t a r i a n  m i n i s t e r ,  a w r i t e r  and

l e c t u r e r ,  and a  m i l i t a n t  a b o l i t i o n i s t .  He was a c a p t a i n  in

the F i f t y - f i r s t  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  M i l i t i a  when he r e c e i v e d  th e

l e t t e r  from  G e n e ra l  Saxton which o f f e r e d  him th e  command o f

the f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  b lack  re g im e n t  w i t h  th e  r a n k  o f  c o l o n e l .

Most n o r t h e r n  w h i t e s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  b l a c k  men, e s p e c i a l l y

e x - s l a v e s ,  were t o o  s e r v i l e  and co w ard ly  to  b e  good

s o l d i e r s .  H ig g in so n  d i s a g r e e d  w i th  t h i s  v iew  and f e l t  he

had to  d isp ro v e  t h i s  o p in io n .  He was c o n f id e n t  t h a t  b la c k s
55could b e  t r a i n e d  t o  become good s o l d i e r s .

H ig g in so n  was e x c i t e d  about commanding th e  f i r s t  

reg im en t o f  b l a c k  men o f f i c i a l l y  m u s te r e d  i n t o  th e  Union 

army. He f u l l y  r e a l i z e d  t h e  im p o rtan ce  o f  h i s  u n d e r t a k in g .  

H igg inson  knew t h a t  the e y e s  o f th e  n a t i o n  w ould be fo c u se d  

on t h i s  e x p e r im e n t ,  and he  w anted n o t h i n g  to  go w rong. He 

i n s i s t e d  th a t  t h e  w hite  o f f i c e r s  o f  h i s  r e g im e n t  t r e a t  th e  

b lack s o l d i e r s  a s  men and h e  i n s p i r e d  r e s p e c t  i n  h i s  

o f f i c e r s  and c o n f id e n c e  an d  s e l f - r e s p e c t  in  h i s  men. A f te r  

two m onths  of i n t e n s i v e  d r i l l i n g ,  H ig g in so n  to o k  h i s  t ro o p s  

on s e v e r a l  minor r a i d s  to  c a p tu r e  s u p p l i e s .  H is  s o l d i e r s  

fought w e l l  when th e y  e n c o u n te re d  C o n fe d e ra te  s o l d i e r s .

“̂ Thomas W. H ig g in so n ,  Army L i f e  in  a  B lack  Regiment 
(W illiam stow n, M ass . : C o rn e r  House P u b l i s h e r s ,  1870;
r e p r i n t e d  1971), p p .  2-5; O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s , S e r i e s  1 , Vol. 
XIV, p p .  377-78; L itw ack, Been in  t h e  Sto~rm So Long, p .  68.
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H ig g in so n  s t a t e d  i n  h i s  f i r s t  r e p o r t  to  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War

t h a t  no o f f i c e r  i n  h i s  re g im e n t  d o u b ted  t h a t  th e  key to  t h e

s u c c e s s f u l  p r o s e c u t io n  o f  t h e  war l a y  i n  t h e  u n l i m i t e d
56employment o f  b l a c k  t r o o p s .

At f i r s t  m ost w h i t e  s o l d i e r s  grum bled a t  th e  

p r o s p e c t  o f  f r e e d  s l a v e s  s e rv in g  i n  th e  same army. But by 

t h e  s p r in g  o f  1863 H ig g in s o n 's  s o l d i e r s  h ad  won a g ru d g in g ,  

i f  n o t  a lw ays g e n e r o u s , r e s p e c t  from  th e  w h i te  t r o o p s .

W hile s e r v in g  as commander o f  th e  F i r s t  South  C a r o l in a  

V o lu n te e r s ,  H ig g in so n  k e p t  a  j o u r n a l  i n  w hich  he r e c o rd e d  

h i s  o b s e r v a t io n s  and e x p e r i e n c e s .  T h is  j o u r n a l  formed th e  

b a s i s  o f  a  book p u b l i s h e d  i n  1870 u n d er  t h e  t i t l e  Army L i f e  

i n  a B lack  R eg im ent, one o f  th e  t r u e  c l a s s i c s  o f  th e  C i v i l  

W ar.57

H ig g in s o n 's  comments in  h i s  j o u r n a l  on t h e  c h a r a c t e r  

o f  th e  e x - s l a v e s  and t h e i r  a d a p t a b i l i t y  to  m i l i t a r y  l i f e  a r e  

s i g n i f i c a n t .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  freedm en w ere e q u a l  i n  

cou rag e  and s u p e r i o r  in  e n th u s ia s m  to  w h i te  s o l d i e r s .

Because t h e i r  p l a n t a t i o n  back g ro u n d  had made them amenable 

t o  d i s c i p l i n e ,  t h e  b la c k s  to o k  more r e a d i l y  to  d r i l l  th a n  

w h i t e s .  H ig g in so n  f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e y  made b e t t e r  

o v e r a l l  s o l d i e r s  th a n  w h i t e s ,  m a in ly  b ec a u se  o f  t h e i r

■ ^ O f f i c i a l  R eco rds ,  S e r i e s  1, Vol. XIV, p p . 194-98; 
H ig g in so n ,  Army L i f e  in  a  B lack  R eg im en t, p p . 2 -5 .

■^McPherson, S t r u g g le  f o r  E q u a l i t y , p .  200.
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knowledge o f  th e  c o u n t r y s id e  and t h e i r  g r im  com prehension
58t h a t  th e y  w ere  f i g h t i n g  f o r  t h e i r  f reedom .

The a u t h o r i z a t i o n  to  r a i s e  b l a c k  re g im e n ts  was o f  

im p o rtan ce  b e c a u se  b la c k s  w ere  now in  th e  s e r v i c e  o f  th e  

U n ite d  S t a t e s  by th e  War D epartm ent a u t h o r i t y  r a t h e r  th a n  by 

some e n t e r p r i s i n g  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r  a c t i n g  on h i s  own 

i n i t i a t i v e .  T h is  a c t  s i g n i f i e d  a  m a jo r  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  th e  

war p o l i c y  o f  th e  L in c o ln  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  L in c o ln  h ad  made 

i t  c l e a r  l e s s  th a n  t h r e e  weeks e a r l i e r  t h a t  he was n o t  in  

f a v o r  o f  arm ing  b l a c k s  as s o l d i e r s ,  b u t  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War 

S ta n to n  h a d  now a u th o r iz e d  t h a t  v e r y  t h i n g .  L in c o ln  

p e r m i t t e d  h i s  s e c r e t a r y  to  i s s u e  t h i s  o r d e r  m a in ly  b e c a u se
59o f  ch an g in g  m i l i t a r y  e v e n ts  d u r in g  t h a t  th re e -w e e k  p e r io d .

In  A ugust 1862, th e  g o v e rn o r  o f  Rhode I s l a n d  a l s o

o f f i c i a l l y  a p p e a le d  to  th e  b l a c k  c i t i z e n s  o f  h i s  s t a t e  to

e n l i s t  as s o l d i e r s .  This was th e  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  c a l l  f o r

b la c k  t ro o p s  i n  th e  N orth . L e ss  th a n  t h r e e  weeks l a t e r ,  on

22 A ugust,  G en era l  B u t l e r ,  w i t h  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  New O r le a n s ,

p u b l i s h e d  h i s  G e n e ra l  O rders  No. 63 c a l l i n g  on th e  f r e e

b l a c k  m i l i t i a m e n  o f  L o u is ia n a  to  e n r o l l  i n  th e  v o l u n t e e r
60f o r c e s  o f  th e  Union. B u t l e r  d id  n o t  i s s u e  a g e n e r a l

5 8H ig g in so n ,  Army L i f e  i n  a  B lack  R eg im ent, p p .
243-63 .

" ^ Q u a r le s ,  Negro in  th e  C i v i l  W ar, pp . 11 8 -2 0 .

^ O f f i c i a l  R ecords , S e r i e s  3, V ol. I I ,  p p .  436-38 ;
Vol. XV, p p .  556-57 .
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i n v i t a t i o n  t o  a l l  b la c k  men o f  L o u is ia n a ;  i t  s p e c i f i e d  o n ly  

th o s e  f r e e  b l a c k  men who h a d  been e n r o l l e d  i n  th e  L o u is ia n a  

m i l i t i a  by t h e  C o n fed e ra te  s t a t e  governm ent. He was n o t  y e t  

r e a d y  to  arm s l a v e s  o p en ly .  Free b la c k s  welcomed B u t l e r ' s  

a p p e a l  and on 27 September 1862 th e  F i r s t  Regiment L o u is ia n a  

N a t iv e  G uards, s a n c t io n e d  b y  th e  War D epartm en t, was 

m u s te re d  i n t o  f e d e r a l  s e r v i c e .  I t  was fo l lo w e d  on 12 

O c to b e r  by t h e  Second Regiment and on 24 November by th e  

T h i r d  R e g im e n t . ^

In  t h e  e a r l y  days o f  Septem ber 1862 a  sense  o f  

despondency s e t t l e d  h e a v i ly  upon t h e  n o r t h e r n  p e o p le .

G e n e ra l  P o p e 's  l o s s  o f  th e  second  B a t t l e  o f  B u l l  Run was a 

f e a r f u l  b low . But on 17 Septem ber G en era l  George B. 

M cC le llan  tu r n e d  b a c k  G en era l  R obert  E. L e e 's  in v a s io n  o f  

M ary land  a t  S h a rp sb u rg .  S e i z in g  upon t h i s  a s  th e  v i c t o r y  

f o r  which he had  w a i te d ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  u n e x p e c te d ly  i s s u e d  

h i s  p r e l im in a r y  E m an c ip a tio n  P ro c la m a tio n  f i v e  days l a t e r .

I t  s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t ,  on 1 J a n u a ry  1863, a l l  s l a v e s  in  

r e b e l l i o u s  s t a t e s  would be d e c l a r e d  f o r e v e r  f r e e ;  lo y a l  

s l a v e  s t a t e s  and any  r e b e l l i o u s  s t a t e s  w hich r e tu rn e d  to  th e  

U nion b e f o re  t h a t  t im e  w ould be exempt from  th e  term s o f  th e  

e d i c t .  L in c o ln  a l s o  p rom ised  to  p r e s e n t  to  Congress in  

December a p l a n  f o r  th e  g r a d u a l ,  com pensa ted  a b o l i t i o n  o f  

s l a v e r y  in  t h e  l o y a l  s t a t e s .  L im ite d  as  i t  was, th e

61 C o rn ish ,  The S ab le  Ann, p .  67; W il l ia m s ,  Negro 
Troops in  t h e  War o f  the  R e b e l l i o n , p p . 9 8 -9 9 .
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p r o c la m a t io n  m arked a s t r a t e g i c  s h i f t  i n  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s
62th in k in g  a b o u t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  u s e  o f  b l a c k  men.

I n  th e  weeks f o l lo w in g  22 S e p te m b e r , many p e o p le  

th o u g h t  L in c o ln  m ig h t  r e t r e a t .  There was s t r o n g  c o n s e r v a 

t i v e  p r e s s u r e  f o r  m o d i f i c a t i o n  or r e v o c a t i o n .  The Democrats 

made o p p o s i t i o n  t o  e m a n c ip a t io n  one o f  t h e i r  m ain i s s u e s  in  

th e  1862 c o n g r e s s i o n a l  e l e c t i o n s ,  a p p e a l in g  to  n o r t h e r n  r a c e  

p r e j u d i c e  and to  t h e  w h ite  w ork ingm an 's  f e a r  o f  low-wage 

c o m p e t i t io n  from f r e e  b l a c k s . When th e  e l e c t i o n s  w en t 

a g a i n s t  t h e  R e p u b l ic a n s ,  some o f  th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  a d v i s o r s  

blamed t h e  p r e l im i n a r y  p ro c la m a t io n  and  u rg e d  him t o  r e c a l l  

i t . 63

A b o l i t i o n i s t s  were en co u rag ed  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d  by 

L i n c o l n ' s  a b i l i t y  to  r e s i s t  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p r e s s u r e  and by h i s  

rem oval o f  th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e  G enera l M c C le l la n  from  command 

o f  th e  Army o f  t h e  Potomac on  7 November. But i n  h i s  annua l 

message t o  C ongress  on 1 December, L in c o ln  d e a l t  a  s h a rp  

blow to  a b o l i t i o n i s t s '  c o n f id e n c e .  The P r e s i d e n t  u rg e d  

a d o p t io n  o f  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment g r a n t i n g  com pensa tion  

to  any s t a t e  t h a t  u n d e r to o k  t o  a b o l i s h  s l a v e r y  by 1900. 

S lav es  a l r e a d y  f r e e  would re m a in  f r e e ,  b u t  a l l  o t h e r s  would 

rem ain  s l a v e s  u n t i l  they  w e re  g r a d u a l ly  e m a n c ip a te d  by th e

^ S a n d b u r g ,  L in c o ln , 1 :582-84 ; O a te s ,  W ith  M a lic e  
Toward N one, pp . 317-19; B a s l e r ,  L i n c o l n , 5 :1 2 6 -3 0 .

^ S a n d b u r g ,  L in c o ln , 1 :586-88 ; O a te s ,  W ith  M a lic e  
Toward N one, pp . 320-23.
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r e s p e c t i v e  s t a t e s  o r  i n d i v i d u a l  o w n ers .  A b o l i t i o n i s t s  were 

as to u n d e d  by t h i s  p r o p o s a l .  The P r e s i d e n t ' s  p r o p o s a l  was 

d i s c u s s e d  i n  C o n g ress ,  b u t  no such  amendment was 

i n t r o d u c e d .  ^

As th e  d e c i s i v e  New Y e a r 's  Day drew n e a r ,  b l a c k s  and

w h ite  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  grew t e n s e  and  a n x io u s .  L in c o ln  devo ted

more and  more t im e  to  t h e  p r o c la m a t io n .  On 29 December, he

re a d  h i s  p ro p o se d  f i n a l  document t o  th e  c a b i n e t  and r e c e iv e d

f a v o ra b le  r e a c t i o n .  L in c o ln  c a r e f u l l y  j u s t i f i e d  th e

p ro c la m a t io n  by r e l y i n g  on th e  pow ers  v e s te d  i n  him a s

c o m m a n d e r- in -c h ie f  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f  the  U n i te d  S t a t e s  in

time o f  a c t u a l  armed r e b e l l i o n ,  and  by s p e c i f i c a l l y  c a l l i n g

the  p r o c la m a t io n  " a  f i t  an d  n e c e s s a r y  war m easu re"  to
65su p p re ss  i n s u r r e c t i o n .

New Y e a r 's  Day i n  1863 was b r i g h t  an d  sunny i n  

W ashing ton . P r e s i d e n t  L in c o ln  r o s e  e a r l y  and  w i th o u t  

s p e c i a l  ceremony p la c e d  h i s  s i g n a t u r e  on t h e  E m an c ip a tio n  

P ro c la m a t io n .  He asked  t h e  fo rm er s la v e s  to  a b s t a i n  from  

v io le n c e  and  to  l a b o r  f a i t h f u l l y .  He a l s o  i n v i t e d  them  to  

j o i n  t h e  armed f o r c e s .  The im pact o f  th e  P r o c la m a t io n  on 

b la c k s  was p ro fo u n d .  B la c k s  r e g a r d e d  i t  as  a  document o f

64Hans L. T r e f o u s s e ,  L i n c o l n ' s  D e c is io n  f o r  
E m an c ip a tio n  (New York: J .  B. L i p p i n c o t t  C o . ,  1975), pp .
28-49; M cPherson, S t r u g g le  f o r  E q u a l i t y , pp . 117-20;
Q u a r le s ,  D o u g la s s , pp . 196-202 .

65 T r e f o u s s e ,  L i n c o l n ' s  D e c is io n  f o r  E m a n c ip a t io n , 
pp. 4 8 -4 9 ;  McPherson, S t r u g g le  f o r  E q u a l i t y , p .  120; O a te s ,  
With M a lic e  Toward None, ppT 330-31 .
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freedom , and t h e y  made no c l e a r  d i s t i n c t i o n  be tw een  th e  

a re a s  a f f e c t e d  by th e  P ro c la m a tio n  and th o s e  n o t  a f f e c t e d  by 

i t .  F r e d e r i c k  D ouglass  r e f e r r e d  to  th e  i s s u a n c e  o f  th e  

P ro c la m a tio n  a s  th e  g r e a t e s t  e v e n t  o f  o u r  n a t i o n ' s  h i s t o r y ,  

i f  n o t  th e  g r e a t e s t  e v e n t  o f  th e  c e n tu r y .  The b l a c k  g r a p e 

v in e  i n  th e  S o u th  c a r r i e d  th e  n ew s . As Union a rm ies  

ap p ro ach ed ,  s l a v e s  l e f t  th e  p l a n t a t i o n s ,  c l i n g i n g  to  th e

s o l d i e r s  d e s p i t e  i l l - t r e a t m e n t ,  h u n g e r ,  d i s e a s e ,  and  a h ig h  
66dea th  r a t e .

Not u n t i l  h i s  f i n a l  p ro c la m a t io n  o f  1 J a n u a ry  1863

did  L in c o ln  p u b l i c l y  e n d o rse  t h e  u se  o f  b l a c k s  as s o l d i e r s .

Once com m itted  t o  th e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s te p  o f  e m a n c ip a t io n  as

a m i l i t a r y  m easu re ,  th e  L in c o ln  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  found  i t  more

and more im p o s s ib le  to  r e j e c t  t h e  l o g i c  o f  p e r m i t t i n g  b la c k s

to h e lp  s e c u re  t h e i r  own freedom  as s o l d i e r s . The

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  became th o ro u g h ly  com m itted  to  th e  u se  o f

b la c k  t ro o p s  d u r in g  th e  n e x t  s e v e r a l  months a f t e r  th e
6 7E m anc ipa tion  P ro c la m a t io n .

W ith in  two weeks o f  t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  th e  P ro c la m a tio n ,  

Rhode I s l a n d  was a u th o r i z e d  to  e n l i s t  b l a c k s  and s h o r t l y  

t h e r e a f t e r  G overnor John  Andrew o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  r e c e i v e d  

s i m i l a r  power. Andrew w an ted  to  g r a n t  a few com m issions to

66 John Hope F r a n k l in ,  The E m a n c ip a tio n  P ro c la m a t io n  
(Garden C i ty ,  New York: Doubleday & C o., I n c . , 1965),  p .
89; C ruden, The War t h a t  Never Ended, p .  138; O a te s ,  W ith 
M alice Toward N one, p p . 332-33 .

^ Q u a r l e s ,  Negro in  t h e  C iv i l  War, p p .  183-99 .
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q u a l i f i e d  b la c k s  and g iv e  th e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  p rom otion ,

b u t  S ta n to n  and L in c o ln  f e a r e d  th e  r e a c t i o n  o f  th e  n o r th e r n

p e o p le  i f  b l a c k  men became o f f i c e r s .  A l l  com m issioned

o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  b la c k  u n i t s  w e re ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w h i te  ( l e s s

th a n  a  hundred  b la c k s  l a t e r  became o f f i c e r s ) . Andrew w anted

h i s  f i r s t  b l a c k  re g im e n t  to  b e  t h e  g r a n d e s t  ach ievem en t o f

h i s  g o v e rn o rs h ip ,  and he to o k  g r e a t  c a r e  in  s e l e c t i n g  i t s

o f f i c e r s .  R e c r u i t i n g  p ro c e e d e d  s lo w ly  a t  f i r s t .

M a s s a c h u s e t t s '  b la c k  p o p u l a t i o n  was to o  sm a ll  to  f i l l  up a

re g im e n t .  Andrew c a l l e d  on a b o l i t i o n i s t  George L. S t e a m s ,

a w e a l th y  l e a d - p ip e  m a n u f a c tu re r  and a l e a d i n g  a d v o c a te  o f

b l a c k  t r o o p s , to  form  a com m ittee  o f  p ro m in e n t  c i t i z e n s  to

r e c r u i t  s o l d i e r s  f o r  t h e  F i f t y - f o u r t h  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Regiment

from  a l l  over  t h e  N o r th .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  funds

f o r  b o u n t i e s  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  r e c r u i t s  to  
68M a s s a c h u s e t t s .

S t e a m s  h i r e d  s e v e r a l  b l a c k  l e a d e r s  as r e c r u i t i n g  

a g e n t s ,  i n c lu d in g  F r e d e r i c k  D o u g la ss ,  M a r t in  D elany , W ill iam  

W. Brown, and John M ercer  L a n g s to n .  These men t r a v e l e d  

th ro u g h o u t  t h e  N orth  making sp e e c h e s  and u r g in g  b la c k s  to  

j o i n  th e  army. D ouglass  was e x t r e m e ly  a c t i v e ,  and h i s  own 

sons were t h e  f i r s t  r e c r u i t s  from  New York. B lack s  resp o n d ed  

so r e a d i l y  t h a t  what was to  become a h i s t o r i c  r e g im e n t— th e  

F i f t y - f o u r t h  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  ( t h e  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  b l a c k

68M cPherson, N e g ro 's  C i v i l  War, pp . 1 6 0 -65 ; Cruden, 
The War t h a t  Never E n d ed , p .  139.
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re g im e n t  o f  t h e  N o r th )- -w a s  soon f i l l e d  and a n o th e r ,  th e
69F i f t y - f i f t h ,  was o rg a n iz e d .

G overnor A ndrew 's  s u c c e s s  i n  r a i s i n g  two b l a c k  

re g im e n ts  e n c o u rag ed  s t a t e  t r o o p  q u o ta s .  In  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,

J .  M i l l e r  McKim, a member o f  th e  Union League, s t a r t e d  a 

movement w i t h i n  th e  League to  e n l i s t  b l a c k  t r o o p s  from  

P e n n s y lv a n ia .  W ith in  t e n  m onths, t e n  re g im e n ts  o f  b l a c k  

t ro o p s  from  P e n n s y lv a n ia  and n e ig h b o r in g  s t a t e s  were 

r e c r u i t e d  and  o rg a n iz e d .  W ith  p e rm is s io n  from  G overnor 

D avid Tod, John  M. L a n g sto n  o f  Ohio o r g a n iz e d  a  r e g im e n t  o f  

b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  u s in g  h i s  e x p e r ie n c e  g a in e d  as  a  r e c r u i t i n g  

a g e n t  u n d e r  S t e a r n s . ^

A c t io n  th ro u g h  th e  s t a t e s ,  how ever, p ro v e d  to o  slow 

to  meet t h e  manpower n eed s  o f  an army s u f f e r i n g  from h ig h  

c a s u a l t i e s ,  m ounting  d e s e r t i o n s ,  and d e c l i n i n g  w h i te  

e n l i s t m e n t s .  In  March 1863, A d ju ta n t  G enera l  Lorenzo  Thomas 

was s e n t  t o  t h e  M is s i s s i p p i  V a l le y  w i t h  a u t h o r i t y  to  r a i s e  

b l a c k  t r o o p s .  By th e  end o f  t h e  y e a r  he  had  o r g a n iz e d  

tw en ty  b l a c k  r e g im e n ts .  The e n t e r p r i s e  o f  r e c r u i t i n g  and 

o r g a n iz in g  b l a c k  t r o o p s  grew t o  such  p r o p o r t i o n s  t h a t  

com peten t an d  a p p r o p r i a t e  m ach inery  h a d  to  be c o n s t i t u t e d  a t

69Edward Wakin, B lack  F i g h t i n g  Men i n  U n ite d  S t a t e s  
H i s to r y  (New York: L o th ro p ,  Lee & S hep ard  C o .,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  pp.
4 5 -4 6 ;  Q u a r l e s , D o u g la s s , pp . 204-208 ; McPherson, N e g ro 1s 
C i v i l  War, p p . 166-72.

^ O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s , S e r i e s  3 ,  V ol. V, pp . 660-62 ; 
McPherson, S t ru g g le  f o r  E q u a l i t y , p . 207.
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W ashing ton . G eneral O rd e r  No. 1 4 3 ,  d a te d  22 May 1863, 

e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  Bureau f o r  C o lo red  Troops w i t h  a u t h o r i t y  to  

s u p e r v i s e  th e  o r g a n iz in g  o f  b l a c k  u n i t s  and  to  examine 

c a n d id a t e s  s e e k in g  commissions i n  them. T h is  was a  m i l e 

s to n e  i n  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  b la c k s  i n  th e  C i v i l  War. For th e  

r e m a in d e r  o f  t h e  war, t h e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  b l a c k  re g im e n ts  

was on a  u n i fo rm  n a t i o n a l  b a s is  w h e th e r  t h o s e  re g im e n ts  were 

r a i s e d  i n  n o r t h e r n  s t a t e s  or i n  s o u th e rn  r e g i o n s  u n d er  

Union c o n t r o l .  Black s o l d i e r s  w e re  no l o n g e r  f i g h t i n g  f o r  a  

p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t e  o r i n d i v i d u a l ; t h e y  were f i g h t i n g  f o r  the  

U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  government t h a t  had p ro m is e d  them 

freedom . A l l  b l a c k  u n i t s  were now c a l l e d  U n i te d  S t a t e s  

C o lo red  T r o o p s . ^

The r e c r u i t i n g  campaign f o r  b la c k  s o l d i e r s  i n  th e  

N o rth  a c c e l e r a t e d .  A d v e r t is e m e n ts  and d r a m a t ic  p l a n s  f o r  

fund r a i s i n g  appeared  i n  many n e w sp a p e rs .  The e m o tio n a l ism  

o f  w a r t im e  p o u re d  in to  t h e  r e c r u i t i n g  cam paign . D e s p i te  

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a in s t  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s ,  t h e  p l e a s ,  sp e e c h e s ,  

c i r c u l a r s ,  p am p h le ts ,  p o s t e r s ,  m u s ic ,  p a r a d e s  and r a l l i e s  

c a r r i e d  w i th  them  the theme o f g l o r y  to  b e  g a in e d  as a 

r e s u l t  o f  g o in g  to  b a t t l e .  War songs  and  poems w ere 

d i s t r i b u t e d  f o r  th e  b l a c k  p o p u la t io n  to  consume. The 

e x p l o i t s  o f  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  d u r in g  th e  R e v o lu t io n  and th e  War

^ O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s , S e r i e s  3, V ol. V, p .  661; 
F r e d e r i c k  M. B in d e r ,  " P e n n s y lv a n ia  Negro R egim ents  in  th e  
C i v i l  W ar,"  J o u r n a l  o f  Negro H i s t o r y  37 (O c to b e r  1952): 
383-417.
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o f  1812 w ere  r e v e a l e d  i n  an a t te m p t  to  p ro v id e  a b a s i s  f o r

th e  f i g h t i n g  t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e  b l a c k  man in  American
, . _ 72h i s t o r y .

In  t h e  m eantim e, b l a c k  r e c r u i t s  in  t h e  South  w ere  

ta k e n  from s t a t e s  w here t h e  s l a v e - h o ld e r s  w ere  engaged i n  

armed r e b e l l i o n .  L a t e r  i n  1863, t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b eg an  to  

lo o k  abou t f o r  new f i e l d s  i n  w hich t o  r e c r u i t  b l a c k s .

S la v e s  i n  t h e  exem pted  a r e a s  c o u ld  n o t  be t a k e n  w i th o u t  

com pen sa tio n  t o  l o y a l  m a s t e r s .  On 13 O c tober  1863, i n  

G enera l  O rd er  No. 329, t h e  War D epartm ent e s t a b l i s h e d  

r e c r u i t i n g  s t a t i o n s  i n  M ary land , T en n essee ,  M is s o u r i ,  an d  

D elaw are. These o r d e r s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a l l  a b le - b o d ie d  f r e e  

b la c k s ,  s l a v e s  o f  d i s l o y a l  p e r s o n s ,  and s l a v e s  o f  l o y a l  

p e r so n s  w i t h  t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e i r  owners w ere  d e c la r e d  t o  be  

e l i g i b l e  f o r  m i l i t a r y  employment. C o u n tie s  and  s t a t e s  

f u r n i s h in g  b l a c k  r e c r u i t s  w ere  to  b e  c r e d i t e d  w i th  them , and 

l o y a l  m a s te r s  c o n s e n t in g  t o  th e  e n l i s t m e n t  o f  t h e i r  s l a v e s  

w ere to  r e c e i v e  t h r e e  h u n d re d  d o l l a r s  f o r  e a c h  one, a f t e r

f i l i n g  p r o o f  o f  o w n ersh ip  and f u r n i s h i n g  a deed  o f
. . 73m anum ission .

Ten months a f t e r  t h e  E m anc ipa tion  P ro c la m a t io n ,  

t h e r e  w ere f i f t y - e i g h t  r e g im e n ts  o f  b la c k  t r o o p s  in  th e  

Union army w i th  a  t o t a l  s t r e n g t h ,  i n c lu d in g  w h i te  o f f i c e r s ,

^ Q u a r l e s ,  D o u g la s s , pp. 203-209; H uggins , S la v e  and 
C i t i z e n , p .  87.

7 ^W i l l i a m s , Negro Troops i n  th e  War o f  th e  R e b e l l io n ,  
pp . 115-16.
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o f  37,482 men. T r ia n in g  camps had b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  

r e c r u i t i n g  was t a k in g  p la c e  a lm o s t  e v e ry w h ere ,  and  many 

u n i t s  had a l r e a d y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  com bat a c t i o n .  By 

December 1863 , over 50 ,000  b l a c k s  had  b e e n  e n r o l l e d  i n  th e  

U nion army and  t h i s  number was r a p i d l y  i n c r e a s i n g  as  Union 

t r o o p s  moved deeper  i n t o  th e  C o n fe d e ra c y .  B e fo re  th e  end  o f  

t h e  war, m ore th an  200 ,000  b l a c k s ,  m ost o f  them e x - s l a v e s ,  

s e r v e d  in  t h e  Union army and navy . G e n e ra l  L orenzo  Thomas 

w r o te  in  December 1863, c o n c e rn in g  t h e  20 ,830 b l a c k s  he had  

e n l i s t e d  up to  t h a t  t im e ,  t h a t  th e  t y p i c a l  b l a c k  v o l u n t e e r  

made a d e p e n d a b le  and r e s o l u t e  s o l d i e r .  He was f i g h t i n g  f o r  

t h e  Union, b u t  he was a l s o  f i g h t i n g  t o  w in  a new d i g n i t y  and 

s e l f - r e s p e c t ,  as w e l l  as  f o r  an  A m erica i n  w hich h i s  

c h i l d r e n  w o u ld  have g r e a t e r  l i b e r t i e s  and  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

P r e s i d e n t  L in c o ln  w ro te  G en e ra l  James S . Wadsworth, j u s t  one 

y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  E m anc ipa tion  P r o c la m a t io n ,  t h a t  t h e  b l a c k  

t r o o p s  had h e r o i c a l l y  v i n d i c a t e d  t h e i r  manhood on th e  

b a t t l e f i e l d . ^

The e x c lu s io n  o f  b l a c k s  from t h e  armed f o r c e s  worked 

o n l y  so lo n g  as  th e  governm ent and n o r t h e r n  w h i t e s  were 

c o n f id e n t  t h e y  were g o in g  to  w in  th e  w a r .  A f t e r  F o r t  

S um ter, w i t h  p a t r i o t i c  w h i te s  r a l l y i n g  t o  th e  f l a g ,  t h e r e  

seemed l i t t l e  re a so n  to  doubt t h a t  t h e  r e b e l l i o n  w ould  be

^ L e s l i e  H. F i s h e l ,  J r . ,  and B enjam in  Q a u r le s ,  e d s . ,  
The Negro A m erican: A Documentary H i s t o r y  (New York:
W il l ia m  Morrow & Co.j I n c . ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  232; M cPherson,
N e g r o 's  C i v i l  War, p .  181.
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e a s i l y  and q u i c k l y  c ru s h e d .  However, s e v e r a l  months l a t e r ,  

t h e  ex p ec ted  q u ic k  v i c t o r y  d id  n o t  m a t e r i a l i z e  and th e  war 

was s t i l l  r a g i n g  w i th  no  end i n  s i g h t .  As the  N o r th  

s u f f e r e d  more and more a d v e r s i t i e s  on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d  and, 

a s  c a s u a l t i e s  and d e s e r t i o n s  i n c r e a s e d ,  t h e  demand f o r  

em ploying b l a c k s  as s o l d i e r s  i n c r e a s e d .  In  th e  l a s t  

a n a l y s i s ,  how ever, b l a c k s  won t h e  r i g h t  t o  f i g h t ,  n o t  o n ly  

by  d e c i s io n s  made in  W ashing ton  by  th e  P r e s i d e n t ,  th e  

S e c r e t a r y  o f  War, C o n g ress ,  o r  ev en  by g e n e r a l s  on the 

b a t t l e f i e l d ,  b u t  by t h e i r  own p e rfo rm a n c e  as  s o l d i e r s  in  

a c t i o n .

A g r e a t  e x p a n s io n  o f  b l a c k  r e c r u i t i n g  a c t i v i t y  to o k  

p l a c e  in  1864, b u t  a l r e a d y  in  1863 th e  p o l i c y  o f  b la c k  

e n l i s tm e n t  h a d  p roved  i t s e l f  a  s u c c e s s  i n  b o th  N o r th  and 

S o u th .  B lack  s o l d i e r s  i n  1863 fo u g h t  c o u ra g e o u s ly  a t  P o r t  

Hudson, M i l l i k e n ' s  Bend, F o r t  Wagner, an d  Moscow S t a t i o n .  

However, b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  were s t i l l  somewhat on an e x p e r i 

m e n ta l  b a s i s ;  th e y  w ere  e x p e c te d  t o  make t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  

to  th e  war m a in ly  by p r o v id in g  a  l a b o r  f o r c e  f o r  t h e  a rm ies  

an d  by g a r r i s o n i n g  f o r t s ,  th u s  r e l i e v i n g  w h i te  t r o o p s  f o r  

com bat. But from  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  1864, and th ro u g h o u t  th e  

re m a in d e r  o f  t h e  war, b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  became engaged in  more 

and  more com bat. C ircu m stan ce s  h a d  f o r c e d  b la c k  re g im e n ts  

i n t o  combat and  th ey  d e m o n s t r a te d  t h a t  t h e y  co u ld  p e rfo rm  

w i t h  cou rage , s k i l l ,  and  d e te r m in a t io n .



CHAPTER III

BLACK SOLDIERS IN THE UNION ARMY

A f t e r  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  com m itted  i t s e l f  to  th e  

m i l i t a r y  employment o f  b la c k s  as  s o l d i e r s ,  f o l lo w in g  th e  

E m an c ip a tio n  P ro c la m a t io n ,  changes came v e ry  r a p i d l y .  B lack 

r e g im e n ts  w ere  o rg a n iz e d ,  camps were e s t a b l i s h e d  to  t r a i n  

them, and r e c r u i t i n g  to o k  p la c e  a lm ost ev e ry w h ere .  B lacks  

as  a  whole e n l i s t e d  i n  th e  Union army w i th  e n th u s ia s m .  In 

th e  N orth  l e a d i n g  b l a c k s  l i k e  F r e d e r i c k  D o u g la s s ,  M a r t in  

D elany, and John L a n g s to n  a c t e d  as r e c r u i t i n g  a g e n t s .

R a l l i e s  w ere  h e ld  a t  w hich  s p e a k e rs  u rg e d  b l a c k s  to  e n l i s t ,  

and i n  c i t y  a f t e r  c i t y  th ey  w ent to  th e  r e c r u i t i n g  s t a t i o n s  

i n  l a r g e  num bers.

In  t h e  South  th o u san d s  o f  b la c k s  a l s o  e n l i s t e d .  

However, th e  r e c r u i t i n g  a g e n ts  i n  th e  S ou th  o f t e n  

e n c o u n te r e d  f r u s t r a t i o n s  and p e r s o n a l  d a n g e r .  S la v e s  were 

sometimes w hipped , m u t i l a t e d ,  and m urdered  f o r  t r y i n g  to  

e n l i s t .  D e s p i te  t h e s e  p rob lem s , by th e  end o f  th e  w ar 

134 ,111  w ere r e c r u i t e d  o r  c o n s c r ip t e d  i n  th e  s l a v e  s t a t e s .
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These  s o u th e rn  b la c k s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  

t o t a l  186,017 b la c k  men who s e rv e d  in  t h e  Union army.'*'

W ith th e  o f f i c i a l  e n l i s t m e n t  o f  b la c k  t r o o p s ,  t h e

q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e i r  t r e a tm e n t  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  Army

im m e d ia te ly  a r o s e .  From th e  b e g in n in g  th e  o f f i c i a l  p o l i c y

was f o r  b la c k s  to  s e r v e  in  s e p a r a t e  re g im e n ts  commanded by

w h i t e  o f f i c e r s .  B ut t h e r e  were o t h e r  q u e s t io n s  t h a t

r e q u i r e d  an sw ers ,  su ch  a s :  (1) Would b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  r e c e i v e

e q u a l  pay? (2) I f  th e y  w ere c a p tu r e d  by th e  enemy, w ould

th e y  be t r e a t e d  as p r i s o n e r s  o f  war? (3) I f  th e y  were

maimed fo r  l i f e ,  w ould  th e y  r e c e i v e  p e n s io n s  from  the

governm ent? (4) Would b la c k s  be  engaged p r i m a r i l y  in  m e n ia l

t a s k s  i n s t e a d  o f  f i g h t i n g ?  (5) Would th e y  r e c e i v e  eq u a l

b o u n t i e s  and t r e a tm e n t?  Many o f  th e s e  q u e s t i o n s  were n e v e r
2

s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  answ ered  o r  r e s o lv e d .

At th e  b e g in n in g  t h e r e  was d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  in  th e  pay 

o f w h i t e  and b la c k  s o l d i e r s .  W hite p r i v a t e s  w ere  p a id  $13 a 

month p lu s  a  $3 .50  c l o t h i n g  a l lo w a n c e ,  w h i le  b l a c k s  o f  t h e  

same ra n k  r e c e i v e d  o n ly  $7 and $3, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  C i t i e s  and 

s t a t e s  a id e d  w h i te  s o l d i e r s '  f a m i l i e s ,  b u t  l i t t l e  was done

*~The War o f  th e  R e b e l l io n :  O f f i c i a l  Records o f  t h e
Union and C o n fe d e ra te  A rm ies , 128 v o l s .  (W ashington: 
Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1880-1902),  S e r i e s  3, Vol. V, p . 
661.

2
John Hope F r a n k l in ,  From S la v e ry  to  Freedom: A

H i s t o r y  o f  Negro A m ericans (New York! Random House, lb)69) , 
p p . 290 -94 ; Leon F. L itw ack , Been i n  th e  Storm So Long: The
A f te rm a th  o f  S la v e ry  (New York! A l f r e d  A. Knopf, I n c . , 
1 9 7 9 ) ,  pp. 79-87 .—
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f o r  f a m i l i e s  o f  b la c k  s o l d i e r s .  N ot u n t i l  J u l y  1864 d id  th e

f e d e r a l  governm ent make any  p r o v i s io n  f o r  t h e  w ives and

f a m i l i e s  o f  b la c k  s o l d i e r s  who had b een  k i l l e d  in  a c t i o n  o r
3

h a d  d ied  o f  wounds o r  d i s e a s e  w h ile  in  f e d e r a l  s e r v i c e .

S e c r e t a r y  o f  War Edwin S ta n to n ,  i n  h i s  an n u a l  r e p o r t  

t o  C ongress , in  December 1863 asked  f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  to  

e q u a l i z e  t h e  pay o f  w h i te  and b la c k  s o l d i e r s .  R e p re s e n ta 

t i v e  Thaddeus S tevens  in t ro d u c e d  s u c h  a b i l l ,  b u t  o p p o s i t i o n  

f ro m  c o n s e r v a t iv e  D em ocrats  and R e p u b l ic a n s  d e la y e d  th e  

m easu re .  They a rg u ed  t h a t  to  pay b l a c k s  t h e  same wages as  

w h i t e  s o l d i e r s  would d e g ra d e  the w h i t e  man. Equal pay  to  

b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  would i n  e f f e c t  p l a c e  fo rm er s la v e s  on the  

same l e v e l  w i th  f r e e b o m  n o r th e rn  w h i t e s ,  a n d  t h i s  id e a  

c o u ld  h a r d l y  be t o l e r a t e d  by la rg e  segm ents  o f  th e  n o r th e r n  

p o p u l a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  the  lo w e r  econom ic s t r a t a  w here 

c o m p e t i t io n  w i th  cheap b l a c k  la b o r  was b o th  f e a r e d  and 

h a t e d .  W hile  p o l i t i c i a n s  argued  and  C ongress  d e la y e d ,  th e  

f a m i l i e s  o f  b la c k  s o l d i e r s  were s u f f e r i n g .  Seven d o l l a r s  

p e r  month was s c a r c e l y  enough to  s u p p o r t  a  f a m ily ,
4

e s p e c i a l l y  when th e  s o l d i e r s  were n o t  p a id  on  tim e.

3
Dudley T. C o rn is h ,  The S a b le  Arm: Negro Troops i n

t h e  Union Army, 1861-1865 (New York: W. W. N orton  & Co.,
1 9 6 6 ) ,  p . 188; F r a n k l i n ,  From S la v e ry  to  F reedom , p .  291.

^James M. M cPherson, The Negro*s C i v i l  War: How
American N egroes F e l t  and A cted D uring  th e  War f o r  th e  "Union 
(New York: Random House, 1965), p .  199.
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B la c k  s o l d i e r s  and t h e i r  spokesmen a rg u e d  t h a t ,  

s in c e  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  s e rv e d  w i t h  w h i te  s o l d i e r s ,  a t e  th e  

same fo o d ,  wore t h e  same u n ifo rm ,  w orked , f o u g h t ,  and  d ie d  

j u s t  as t h e  w h i te s  d i d ,  th e y  w ere e n t i t l e d  to  th e  same pay. 

And s in c e  th e  b la c k  s o l d i e r  p e rfo rm ed  h i s  jo b  a t  a 

s u b s t a n t i a l l y  g r e a t e r  p e r s o n a l  r i s k  th a n  h i s  w h i te  

c o n te m p o ra r ie s  in  t h e  Union army, i t  seemed o n ly  minimum 

j u s t i c e  t h a t  he s h o u ld  be p a i d  what t h e  re m a in d e r  o f  th e  

Union army drew. B la c k  spokesmen f u r t h e r  a rg u ed  t h a t  

S e c r e t a r y  o f  War S ta n to n  h ad  p rom ised  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  s t a n 

d a rd  army pay  in  h i s  o r i g i n a l  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  to  G e n e ra l  Rufus 

S axton , th e  f i r s t  d e f i n i t e  War D epartm ent a u t h o r i z a t i o n  f o r  

th e  e n r o l lm e n t  o f  b l a c k s  as s o l d i e r s . ^

B lack  s o l d i e r s  s e rv e d  under a f u r t h e r  f i n a n c i a l  

d i s a d v a n ta g e .  U n t i l  th e  m id d le  o f  1864, th e y  w ere n o t  

e n t i t l e d  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  f e d e r a l  boun ty  o f  $100 g r a n t e d  to  

w h i te  v o l u n t e e r s  f rom  th e  t h i r d  month o f  th e  w ar. B lack  

r e c r u i t s  w ere  d e n ie d  t h i s  b o u n ty  even b e f o r e  t h e i r  r e c e p t i o n  

i n t o  th e  Union army h ad  been  a u t h o r i z e d  by th e  War D e p a r t 

m ent. On 19 A ugust 1862, A s s i s t a n t  A d ju ta n t  G en e ra l  Thomas 

V in cen t n o t i f i e d  L ie u t e n a n t  C h a r le s  S. Bowman, d i s b u r s i n g  

o f f i c e r  a t  F o r t  L eavenw orth ,  K ansas, t h a t  r e c r u i t s  f o r  b l a c k  

re g im e n ts  w ould  u n d e r  no c i r c u m s ta n c e s  b e  p a id  b o u n ty  and 

premiums. G en era l  Benjam in B u t l e r  managed to  s e c u re  War

^ C o rn ish ,  The Sable  Arm, pp. 184 -85 .
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D epartm ent a u t h o r i t y  f o r  a  $10 b o u n ty  f o r  b la c k  r e c r u i t s  in  

V i r g i n i a  a t  th e  end  o f  November 1863, b u t  t h i s  was l i m i t e d  

to  h i s  command.^

Colonel Thomas W. H ig g in so n ,  t h e  commander o f  th e  

F i r s t  South  C a r o l i n a  V o lu n te e r s  ( th e  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  b l a c k  

r e g im e n t  m u s te re d  in to  th e  Union a rm y ) , became one o f  th e  

l e a d in g  p ro p o n e n ts  o f  e q u a l  f i n a n c i a l  t r e a tm e n t  o f  b l a c k  

s o l d i e r s .  In  a  l e t t e r  to  t h e  New York T r ib u n e  i n  J a n u a ry  

1864, H ig g in so n  s t a t e d  t h a t  e v e ry  man i n  h i s  r e g im e n t  had  

v o lu n te e r e d  u n d e r  an e x p l i c i t  w r i t t e n  a s s u r a n c e  from  th e  War 

D epartm ent t h a t  h e  would b e  p a i d  th e  same as  w h i te  s o l d i e r s .  

He f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  men w ould have s e rv e d  w i th o u t  pay 

i f  t h e y  were c o n v in c e d  t h a t  th e  governm ent a c t u a l l y  needed  

the money. U n f o r tu n a t e ly ,  t h e  b l a c k  t ro o p s  had se e n  w h ite  

s o l d i e r s  a l l  a ro u n d  them r e c e i v i n g  h u n d re d s  o f  d o l l a r s  in  

b o u n t i e s  f o r  r e - e n l i s t i n g  i n  th e  g o v e rn m e n t 's  army t h a t  p a id  

them o n l y  $7 a  m onth and no b o u n ty .  T h is  i n e q u a l i t y  in  

f i n a n c i a l  t r e a t m e n t ,  a c c o r d in g  to  H ig g in so n ,  i n f l i c t e d  

u n to ld  s u f f e r i n g ,  im p a ire d  d i s c i p l i n e ,  r e l a x e d  l o y a l t y ,  and 

im p la n te d  a f e e l i n g  of d i s t r u s t  in  t h e  govern m en t.^

The i n e q u a l i t y  i n  p ay  assumed a  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  

many b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  t h a t  w en t beyond th e  q u e s t io n  o f  d o l l a r s

^ O f f i c i a l  R ecords, S e r i e s  3, V ol. I I ,  p .  411; Vol. 
I l l ,  p .  iW T .

^Thomas W. H ig g in so n ,  Army L i f e  i n  a  B lack  Regiment 
(W illiam stow n, M a ss . :  C o rn e r  House P u b l i s h e r s ,  1870;
r e p r i n t e d  1971), p p . 281-84 .
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and c e n t s .  T h is  d i s t i n c t i o n  b ra n d e d  them as  s e c o n d - c la s s  

s o l d i e r s  and c i t i z e n s .  B lack  s o l d i e r s  o b j e c t e d  v ig o r o u s ly  

to  t h i s  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  The F i f t y - f o u r t h  and F i f t y - f i f t h  

M a ss a c h u se t ts  Regim ents s e rv e d  a y e a r  w i th o u t  pay  r a t h e r  

than  a c c e p t  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  wages. C o n fro n te d  w i t h  growing 

r e se n tm e n t  o f  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  and t h e  s t i l l  p r e s s i n g  n e e d  to  

a t t r a c t  more r e c r u i t s ,  b l a c k  spokesmen on th e  home f r o n t  

p r e s s e d  f o r  e q u a l  r i g h t s  i n  th e  army w h i le  a t  t h e  same tim e
O

th ey  u rg e d  more e n l i s t m e n t s .

I t  was n o t  u n t i l  15 June 1864 t h a t  C ongress  f i n a l l y  

e n a c te d  l e g i s l a t i o n  g r a n t i n g  e q u a l  pay  to  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s .

The la w  was made r e t r o a c t i v e  to  1 J a n u a ry  1864 f o r  a l l  b l a c k  

s o l d i e r s ,  and r e t r o a c t i v e  to  th e  t im e  o f  e n l i s t m e n t  f o r  

th o se  b l a c k s  who had b e e n  f r e e  on 19 A p r i l  1861. On 18 

August 1864, t h e  a d j u t a n t  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  i s s u e d  C i r c u l a r  

60 d i r e c t i n g  commanders o f  b la c k  re g im e n ts  to  f i n d  o u t  w hich 

o f  t h e i r  men h a d  been f r e e  on 19 A p r i l  1861. T h is  

in fo r m a t io n  was to  be o b ta in e d  from  th e  s o l d i e r s '  s ta te m e n ts  

u nder  o a t h  and b y  o th e r  r e l i a b l e  s o u rc e s  a v a i l a b l e .  T h is  

d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  freem en  and freedm en c r e a t e d  a  s e r io u s  

dilemma f o r  some re g im e n ts  b ecau se  m ost n o r th e r n  b la c k  

r e g im e n ts  had  b o t h  f r e e  b l a c k s  and e x - s l a v e s  i n  t h e i r  r a n k s .

® I b i d . , p .  280; M cPherson, N egro ' s C i v i l  W ar, pp . 
199-203; F r a n k l i n ,  From S la v e ry  t o  Freedom, p .  291.
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M orale  in  such re g im e n ts  w as im p a ire d  by some men r e c e i v i n g
g

more back  pay th a n  o t h e r s .

The C onfederacy  was o u t r a g e d  by  the  n o r th e r n  u s e  o f  

b l a c k  s o l d i e r s .  The employment o f  armed s l a v e s  to  f i g h t  

w h i te  men p rovoked  c r i e s  o f  d i s b e l i e f .  When Union g e n e r a l s  

began  to  r e c r u i t  b la c k s  a s  s o l d i e r s  d u r in g  m id-1862, m ost 

S o u th e rn e rs  became v e ry  i n d i g n a n t .  Most p e o p le  in  th e  South  

and  C o n fe d e ra te  l e a d e r s  r e g a r d e d  t h i s  as th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a 

movement to  t u r n  th e  s l a v e s  o f  th e  e n t i r e  S ou th  a g a i n s t  

t h e i r  m a s te r s .  Many th o u g h t  the  r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  b la c k s  would 

i n c i t e  s la v e  r e v o l t s .  The v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  S o u th e rn e rs  

v iew ed  b la c k  s o l d i e r s  as r e b e l l i o u s  s la v e s  and i n s i s t e d  t h a t  

th e y  sh o u ld  be t r e a t e d  a s  su ch .  C o n fe d e ra te  War D epartm ent 

G en era l  O rd e rs ,  No. 60, i s s u e d  21 A u g u s t  1862, s t a t e d  th e  

o f f i c i a l  a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  S o u th  to w a rd  Union o f f i c e r s  t h a t  

had  begun to  arm s l a v e s .  These o f f i c e r s  w ould be t r e a t e d  as 

o u t la w s  and when c a p tu r e d  w ould n o t  b e  re g a rd e d  as p r i s o n e r s  

o f  w ar, b u t  h e ld  i n  c lo s e  c o n f in e m e n t  f o r  e x e c u t io n  as 

f e lo n s  a t  th e  t im e  and p l a c e  p r e s c r i b e d  by th e  P r e s i d e n t . ^  

The C o n fe d e ra te  governm ent f e l t  t h a t  th e  b e s t  means o f  

r e p r e s s i n g  th e  c r im e  o f  r a i s i n g  b l a c k  tro o p s  a g a i n s t  i t  was 

th e  o u t la w in g  o f  a l l  p e r s o n s  g u i l t y  o f  t h a t  c r im e .  And, to

Q
O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s , S e r ie s  3 ,  V ol. IV, p .  565.

10I b i d . , S e r i e s  1, V o l.  XIV, p .  599.
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most p e o p le  o f  t h e  South , a rm ing  s l a v e s  was a h e in o u s  
11c r im e .

A few months l a t e r  P r e s i d e n t  J e f f e r s o n  D avis

e x te n d e d  G enera l  O rd e rs  No. 60. When th e  Union began  to

r e c r u i t  b l a c k  r e g im e n ts  in  t h e  M is s i s s i p p i  V a l le y ,  Davis

d i r e c t e d  h i s  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War, James A. Seddon, to  in fo rm

the  commanding o f f i c e r s  in  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  c a p tu r e d  b l a c k

s o l d i e r s  sh o u ld  n o t  b e  r e g a rd e d  as  p r i s o n e r s  o f  war and

sh o u ld  b e  tu rn e d  o v e r  to  s t a t e  a u t h o r i t i e s  and  t r e a t e d  in

a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  t h e  laws o f  t h e  s t a t e  in  w hich  th e y  had  been

taken  p r i s o n e r s .  T h is  p u n ish m en t was th e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  a

d ea th  s e n te n c e  s in c e  th e  law i n  e v e ry  one o f  t h e  seced ed

s t a t e s  b ra n d e d  such  b la c k s  as  i n c e n d i a r i e s  and
12i n s u r r e c t i o n i s t s .

The p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  L i n c o l n ' s  p r e l im i n a r y  Emancipa

t i o n  P ro c la m a t io n  o f  22 Septem ber 1862 and i t s  f i n a l  form on 

1 J a n u a ry  1863 a ro u s e d  P r e s i d e n t  D avis  and t h e  C onfederacy  

to  an i n d i g n a t i o n  w hich  had no  bounds . Davis s t a t e d  to  th e  

C o n fe d e ra te  C ongress  t h a t  L i n c o l n ' s  p ro c la m a t io n  w ould  

r e s u l t  i n  th e  e x t e r m in a t io n  o f  s e v e r a l  m i l l i o n  human b e in g s  

o f  an i n f e r i o r  r a c e  who were p e a c e f u l  and c o n te n te d  

l a b o r e r s .  He f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  he would d e l i v e r  to  th e  

s t a t e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a l l  com m issioned o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  U n i te d

■ ^C orn ish , The S ab le  Arm, p p . 159-60.

^ O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s , S e r i e s  2 ,  V ol. V, p .  797.



69

S t a t e s  who were c a p tu r e d  by C o n fe d e ra te  f o r c e s  to  be t r e a t e d

i n  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  t h e  laws o f  th o s e  s t a t e s  p r o v id in g  f o r

th e  pun ishm en t o f  c r im in a l s  engaged  i n  e x c i t i n g  s e r v i l e  
13i n s u r r e c t i o n .

On 1 May 1863, th e  C o n fe d e ra te  Congress p a s se d  a

r e s o l u t i o n  which d i r e c t e d  t h a t  commissioned o f f i c e r s

commanding, arm ing, t r a i n i n g ,  o r g a n i z i n g ,  o r  p r e p a r i n g

b la c k s  f o r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  Army sho u ld

be  p u t  to  d e a th  o r  b ro u g h t  b e f o r e  a m i l i t a r y  c o u r t  f o r

p u n ish m en t i f  c a p tu r e d .  The b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  s h o u ld  be

d e l i v e r e d  to  th e  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  th e  s t a t e s  i n  which th e y

w ere c a p tu r e d  to  be t r e a t e d  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  law s o f  t h a t  
14s t a t e . '  S ince  th e  s e s s i o n s  o f  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  Congress 

w ere  u s u a l l y  co n d u c ted  in  s e c r e t ,  t h e  g e n e ra l  p u b l ic  f o r  

s e v e r a l  months d id  n o t  know w hat a c t i o n s  i t  h a d  taken  

r e g a r d in g  b la c k  s o l d i e r s . ^

The news o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  P r e s i d e n t  Davis an d  the 

C o n fe d e ra te  Congress tow ard  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  an d  t h e i r  

commanders r e s u l t e d  i n  an o u t c r y  from  some U nion g e n e r a l s  

and n o r th e r n  p e o p le .  In  a l e t t e r  to  P r e s i d e n t  L in c o ln ,  

G en era l  D avid  H unter  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  f l a g  s h o u ld  p r o t e c t  and 

co v e r  a l l  i t s  d e fe n d e rs  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e i r  c o lo r ,  an d

13I b i d . , pp . 807-808.

14I b i d . ,  pp. 940-41 ; S e r i e s  1 , Vol. XXIV, P t .  3,
p . 444.

■^C orn ish , The S ab le  Arm, pp. 161-63.
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su g g e s te d  t h a t  i n  r e t a l i a t i o n  a l l  C o n fe d e ra te  p r i s o n e r s ,

p a r t i c u l a r l y  th o s e  o f  t h e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  c a s t e ,  s h o u ld  be h e ld

as  h o s ta g e s  to  be  hung man f o r  man w i th  any who m ig h t  be

e x e c u te d  by t h e  C o n f e d e r a te s .  D i s l i k i n g  an e y e - f o r - a n - e y e

p o l i c y ,  L in c o ln  a t  f i r s t  th o u g h t  o f  l i m i t i n g  th e  employment

o f  b la c k s  t o  p l a c e s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  removed from t h e  w ar f r o n t s
lfito  p r e v e n t  t h e i r  b e in g  c a p tu r e d .

E v e n ts  d u r in g  June  and J u ly  1863 b r o u g h t  t h e  b la c k  

p r i s o n e r  p ro b le m  more to  th e  f o r e f r o n t .  As t h e  number o f  

b l a c k  r e g im e n ts  i n c r e a s e d  and became more in v o lv e d  i n  

combat, p e r s i s t e n t  r e p o r t s  came o f  th e  m u rd e r in g  an d  s e l l i n g  

i n t o  s l a v e r y  o f  c a p tu r e d  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s .  The C o n fe d e ra te  

governm ent d e n ie d  th e  a l l e g e d  m u rd e rin g  o f  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  

and p ro m ised  a  f u l l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  But i t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  

co n ten d ed  t h a t  s l a v e s  c a p tu r e d  in  arms sh o u ld  b e  r e t u r n e d  to  

t h e i r  m a s t e r s .  The s l a v e s  w ere p r o p e r ty  o f  t h e i r  m a s te r s  

and th e  Union h ad  no r i g h t  to  arm s la v e s  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  

m a s te r s .  However, some S o u th e rn e r s  d id  a g re e  t h a t  th e  Union 

m ig h t employ n o r t h e r n  b l a c k s  as  s o l d i e r s .  Union o f f i c i a l s  

a rg u e d  t h a t  s l a v e s  became f r e e  men when th e y  e n t e r e d  th e  

U n i te d  S t a t e s  m i l i t a r y  and w ere p r o t e c t e d  by th e  U n i te d  

S t a t e s  governm en t;  t h e r e f o r e ,  th e y  c o u ld  n o t  be r e - e n s l a v e d  

even  by t h e i r  fo rm er  ow ners. They i n s i s t e d  t h a t  a l l

• ^ O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s , S e r i e s  2, V ol. V, p .  712.
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c a p tu r e d  b la c k  s o l d i e r s  s h o u ld  b e  t r e a t e d  as p r i s o n e r s  o f  

w a r . 17

Union g e n e r a l s ,  th e  p r e s s ,  and many n o r t h e r n  peop le

b egan  to  demand a  fo rm al s ta t e m e n t  o f  p o l i c y  from  P r e s id e n t

L in c o ln  c o n c e rn in g  th e  b la c k  p r i s o n e r  p ro b lem . G en era l

U ly s se s  S. G ran t d e c la r e d  i f  any  o f  h i s  s o l d i e r s ,  b la c k  o r

w h i t e ,  w e a r in g  th e  u n ifo rm  o f  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  w e re

c a p tu r e d  and e x e c u te d  r e t a l i a t o r y  m e a su re s  would b e  taken

b y  him a g a i n s t  C o n fe d e ra te  s o l d i e r s .  F r e d e r i c k  D ouglass

r e f u s e d  to  c o n t in u e  h i s  r e c r u i t i n g  e f f o r t s  and s t a t e d  t h a t

h i s  f a i t h  i n  L in c o ln  was n e a r l y  gone. Under p r e s s u r e ,

L in c o ln  r e a c t e d  on 30 J u ly  1863 . He o r d e r e d  t h a t  f o r  every

Union s o l d i e r  k i l l e d  in  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  laws o f  w a r  a

C o n fe d e ra te  s o l d i e r  would be e x e c u te d ,  an d  fo r  e v e r y  one

e n s la v e d  by th e  enemy o r  s o ld  i n t o  s l a v e r y  a C o n fe d e ra te

s o l d i e r  w ould  be p la c e d  a t  h a r d  l a b o r  on  th e  p u b l i c  works

and  c o n t in u e d  a t  such  l a b o r  u n t i l  th e  o t h e r  s h a l l  b e

r e l e a s e d  and r e c e i v e  th e  t r e a t m e n t  due t o  a p r i s o n e r  o f  w ar.

L i n c o l n ' s  a c t i o n  i n  o r d e r in g  r e t a l i a t i o n  was g e n e r a l l y

h a i l e d  w i th  a p p ro v a l  in  th e  N o r th  and b y  s e v e ra l  Union news-
18p a p e r s  i n  t h e  S ou th .

The o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  U n ion  and C o n fe d e ra te  

governm ents  on t h e  t r e a tm e n t  o f  c a p tu r e d  s o l d i e r s  r e s u l t e d

^ C o r n i s h ,  The S ab le  Arm, pp. 163 -66 .

^ O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s , S e r i e s  2, V o l .  VI, p .  163.
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i n  a d e a d lo c k .  The C onfederacy  w ould n o t  r e t r e a t  f rom  i t s

ex trem e p o s i t i o n  o f  the c o n g r e s s io n a l  r e s o l u t i o n .  The Union

was now com m itted  to  L i n c o l n ' s  p o l i c y  o f  r e t a l i a t i o n  f o r

w h a te v e r  a c t s  th e  C o n fe d e ra c y  shou ld  commit in  l i n e  w i th

t h a t  r e s o l u t i o n .  The im m ediate  r e s u l t  was a breakdow n in

th e  c a r t e l  f o r  t h e  exchange o f  p r i s o n e r s .  The s o u th e r n

p r e s s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  s o u th e r n  o p in io n ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  no

exchange o f  p r i s o n e r s  w ould  take  p l a c e  o t h e r  th a n  s o l d i e r

f o r  s o l d i e r .  E x - s la v e s  who had ta k e n  up arms a g a i n s t  t h e i r

m a s te r s  w ould  n o t  b e  t r e a t e d  as p r i s o n e r s  o f  war and ,
19t h e r e f o r e ,  would n o t  be exchanged  a g a i n s t  w h i te  men.

G en era l  Benjam in B u t l e r  was a p p o in te d  a  s p e c i a l

a g e n t  o f  p r i s o n e r  exchange under  E th a n  A. H i tc h c o c k  i n

December 1863. B u t l e r  l a t e r  met w i th  Judge R o b e r t  O uld , th e

C o n fe d e ra te  com m issioner o f  p r i s o n e r  exchange . Ould d id

a g re e  t h a t  a l l  f r e e  b la c k s  c o u ld  be t r e a t e d  as  p r i s o n e r s  o f

w ar, b u t  w ould  n o t  a g ree  o n  r e c a p tu r e d  s l a v e s .  He

r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  s l a v e s  w ere  p r o p e r ty  a n d  t h a t  p r o p e r t y

r e c a p t u r e d  from an enemy i n  war r e v e r t s  to  i t s  owner i f  he

can be fo u n d  o r  may be d i s p o s e d  o f  by i t s  c a p to r  i n  any way

he se e s  p r o p e r .  W ith  i n c r e a s i n g  m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  i n
20m id-1864 , d i s c u s s io n s  b ro k e  down c o m p le te ly .

■ ^C orn ish , The S a b le  Arm, pp . 169-70 .

2 0 I b i d . , p p .  171-72 .
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In  some c a s e s  C o n fe d e ra te  o f f i c e r s  r e f u s e d  to  t a k e

b l a c k  p r i s o n e r s .  Those who w ere  n o t  s o l d  in to  s l a v e r y  w ere

m urdered  i n  c o ld  b lo o d  a f t e r  c a p tu r e .  The s o - c a l l e d  " F o r t

P i l l o w  M assacre"  was th e  most n o ta b le  i n s t a n c e  o f  th e  m urder

o f  b la c k  p r i s o n e r s  a f t e r  c a p t u r e .  F o r t  P i l lo w  was a Union

o u tp o s t  on th e  M i s s i s s i p p i  R iv e r  a b o u t  f o r t y  m i l e s  from

Memphis, T e n n essee .  I t  was g a r r i s o n e d  by a p p ro x im a te ly  570

t r o o p s ,  o f  whom s l i g h t l y  l e s s  than  h a l f  were b l a c k ,  t in d er

th e  command o f  M ajor L. F. B oo th . On 12 A p ri l  1864,

C o n fe d e ra te  G enera l  N athan B. F o r r e s t ,  commanding a d i v i s i o n

o f  cavalrym en , demanded i t s  s u r r e n d e r .  A f te r  s e v e r a l  h o u r s

o f  f i g h t i n g  th e  f o r t  f e l l  to  F o r r e s t ' s  f o r c e s .  A cco rd in g  to

t e s t i m o n i e s ,  more th a n  300 s o l d i e r s ,  m o s t ly  b l a c k s ,  w ere
21m urdered  a f t e r  th e y  had  s u r r e n d e re d .

George W. W ill iam s  s t a t e s  t h a t  a s  r a p i d l y  as th e  men

s u r r e n d e r e d  th e y  w ere  m urde red . Many b l a c k  s o l d i e r s ,  who

r e a l i z e d  t h a t  no mercy would b e  shown them , r u s h e d  down th e

b l u f f  to  t h e  r i v e r  to  e s c a p e ,  b u t  w ere  p u rsu ed  b y  the  enemy

and s h o t .  The C o n fe d e ra te  s o l d i e r s '  y e l l  was "n o  q u a r t e r s . "

He f u r t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  women an d  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  g a r r i s o n ,

w h i t e  and b l a c k ,  young and o l d ,  m i s t r e s s  and s e r v a n t ,  w ere
22s h o t  down w i th  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  in h u m a n i ty .

^ I b i d . , pp . 173-75; M cPherson, N eg ro 's  C i v i l  W ar, 
p p .  216-17.

22 George W. W il l ia m s ,  A H i s to r y  o f  th e  Negro Troops 
i n  th e  War o f  th e  R e b e l l io n ,  1861-1865 (New York: H arp er  &
B r o th e r s ,  1888; r e p r i n t  e d . ,  New York: Negro U n i v e r s i t i e s
P r e s s ,  1969), pp . 259-60 .
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T h is  i n c i d e n t  a t  F o r t  P i l lo w ,  T ennessee , p rovoked  

th e  m ost b i t t e r  b l a c k  p r o t e s t  o f  th e  C i v i l  War. There w ere  

a l s o  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  s h o o t in g  o f  c a p tu r e d  and wounded b l a c k  

s o l d i e r s  i n  th e  b a t t l e s  o f  P o iso n  S p r in g ,  A rk a n sa s ,  and 

P e t e r s b u r g ,  V i r g i n i a .  I t  i s  im p o s s ib le  to  s t a t e  how many 

b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  and t h e i r  o f f i c e r s  l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s  b e c a u s e  

o f  C o n fe d e ra te  p o l i c y .  The F o r t  P i l lo w  M assacre  in d u c e d  

b la c k  t r o o p s  to  f i g h t  w i th  ev en  g r e a t e r  f e r o c i t y  and 

d e t e r m in a t io n ;  some o f  them w ere a p p a r e n t ly  co n v in ced  

c a p tu r e  was e q u i v a l e n t  to  m u rder.  Some b la c k  s o l d i e r s  to o k  

an o a th  to  avenge F o r t  P i l lo w  and as  th e y  a s s a u l t e d  

C o n fe d e ra te  l i n e s  t h e i r  b a t t l e  c ry  became, "Remember F o r t  

P i l l o w . " 23

P r e s i d e n t  L in c o ln  and  h i s  c a b in e t  c o n s id e re d  th e  

F o r t  P i l l o w  case  i n  e a r l y  May. Recommendations f o r  a c t i o n  

v a r i e d .  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  W il l ia m  Seward s u g g e s te d  t h a t  

C o n fe d e ra te  p r i s o n e r s  be c o n f in e d  as  h o s ta g e s  u n t i l  t h e i r  

governm ent e i t h e r  e x p la in e d  o r  disavow ed th e  m assac re  and  

p le d g e d  a g a i n s t  r e p e t i t i o n .  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War Edwin S ta n to n  

a d v is e d  t h a t  C o n fe d e ra te  o f f i c e r s  be  h e ld  as  h o s ta g e s ,  t h a t  

G en era l  F o r r e s t  an d  a l l  members o f  h i s  command in v o lv e d  i n  

th e  a f f a i r  be e x c lu d e d  from am nesty  and exchange, and t h a t  

t h e i r  d e l i v e r y  f o r  p u n ish m en t be demanded o f  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  

governm ent. I f  t h e  governm ent r e f u s e d ,  L in c o ln  sh o u ld  t a k e

230 f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s , S e r i e s  1, Vol. XXXII, P t .  1, p .  
588; C o rn is h ,  The S a b le  Arm, p .  177; McPherson, Negro* s 
C i v i l  W ar, pp . 2 2 1 -2 2 .
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a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  the  o f f i c e r  h o s ta g e s .  S e c r e t a r y  o f  I n t e r i o r

John P . U sher and A t to rn e y  G enera l  Edward B ates  condemned

r e t a l i a t i o n  on in n o c e n t  men, b u t  u rg e d  t h a t  p r i s o n e r s  t a k e n

from F o r r e s t ' s  command b e  h e ld  f o r  e x e c u t io n .  V ery  l i t t l e
0 /

a c t i o n ,  how ever, came from  th e s e  d i s c u s s i o n s .

B lack  s o l d i e r s  w ere a l s o  s u b j e c t e d  to  many

i n d i g n i t i e s  and  i n j u s t i c e s  by t h e  Union. A d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e

number o f  b l a c k s  were o f t e n  a s s ig n e d  to  heavy  l a b o r  and

f a t i g u e  d u ty .  B lacks w ere  u n r e p r e s e n te d  in  c o u r t - m a r t i a l

p ro c e e d in g s  and  e x c lu d e d  from m i l i t a r y  aca d e m ie s .  Few

b la c k s  c o u ld  hope to  become o f f i c e r s .  A lthough  186,017

b la c k s  were e n l i s t e d  d u r in g  th e  w ar ,  l e s s  th a n  o n e  hundred

h e ld  com m issions in  t h e  Union army, and most o f  them  were i n

the  L o u i s i a n a  m i l i t i a  t a k e n  in t o  f e d e r a l  s e r v i c e  i n  1862.

The s t r o n g  d o u b t  t h a t  e x i s t e d  on q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  b lack

s o l d i e r s  f o r  m i l i t a r y  l i f e  made i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  them to
25s e c u re  com m issions.

The c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  were rem ark ab le  

c o n s id e r in g  t h e  d is a d v a n ta g e s  u n d e r  w hich  th e y  s e rv e d .  They 

were p l a c e d  i n  s e g r e g a te d  u n i t s  u n d e r  w h i te  o f f i c e r s  who 

were o f t e n  p r e j u d ic e d .  Many o f f i c e r s  i n  w h i te  re g im e n ts  

were g iv e n  command o f  b l a c k  re g im e n ts  a s  a  rew ard  f o r

^ C o r n i s h ,  The S ab le  Arm, pp . 1 7 5 -7 6 .
25 P e t e r  M. Bergman, The C h ro n o lo g ic a l  H i s to r y  o f  t h e  

Negro i n  A m erica (New Y ork: H arp e r  & Row, P u b l i s h e r s ,
1969), pp. 236-40; F r a n k l i n ,  From S la v e r y  to  Freedom, p.291>
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g a l l a n t r y  and m e r i t o r i o u s  s e r v i c e  i n  th e  f i e l d ,  o r  on 

acco u n t o f  p r o f i c i e n c y  i n  d r i l l .  Thus, many o f f i c e r s  

a s s ig n e d  to  b l a c k  r e g im e n ts  were n o t  w e l l  t r a i n e d ,  th o u g h  

many w ere b r a v e .  B lack  r e g im e n ts  w en t i n to  b a t t l e  w i t h  l e s s  

t r a i n i n g  th a n  th e  w h i te  re g im e n ts  h a d  r e c e i v e d  and w i t h  

weapons i n f e r i o r  to  th o s e  i s s u e d  to  w h i t e s .  The o rd n an ce  

d e p a r tm en t o f t e n  s e n t  arms and equ ipm ent to  b l a c k  u n i t s  t h a t  

were e i t h e r  o b s o l e t e  o r  f a u l t i l y  c o n s t r u c t e d .  Most w h i t e  

re g im e n ts  w ere  i s s u e d  th e  new model S p r i n g f i e l d  r i f l e s ,  

c o n s id e re d  among th e  b e s t  i n  the  w o r ld  a t  t h e  t im e .  I n  1864 

th e  army a d o p te d  th e  S p e n c e r  b r e e c h - lo a d in g  r e p e a t i n g  r i f l e

which f i r e d  f o u r t e e n  ro u n d s  a m in u te  and i s s u e d  i t  to  w h i t e
-  26 r e g im e n ts .

M ed ica l  c a r e ,  in a d e q u a te  f o r  w h i t e s ,  was even w orse  

f o r  b l a c k s .  I n  b l a c k  u n i t s  th e r e  was a s e r i o u s  s h o r t a g e  o f  

s u rg e o n s .  I t  was n o t  e a s y  to  in d u ce  m ed ica l  o f f i c e r s  to  

a c c e p t  com m issions  i n  b l a c k  r e g im e n ts .  In  many c a ses  

h o s p i t a l  s te w a rd s  o f  i n f e r i o r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  w ere  a p p o in te d  

to  th e  o f f i c e  o f  a s s i s t a n t  surgeon and  s u rg e o n .  W ell-  

grounded o b j e c t i o n s  were made from e v e ry  q u a r t e r  a g a i n s t  the  

in h u m an ity  o f  s u b j e c t i n g  t h e  b la c k  s o l d i e r s  t o  m ed ica l  

t r e a tm e n t  and  s u r g i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  f ro m  th e s e  men. The 

a v a i l a b l e  b l a c k  p h y s ic i a n s  faced  h a r d s h ip s  i f  th e y  a t t e m p te d

26 B enjam in  Q u a r le s ,  The Negro in  th e  C i v i l  War 
(Boston: L i t t l e ,  Brown & C o ., 1 9 6 9 ) ,  pp. 204-205 ; W i l l i a m
L. K atz , E y e w itn e s s :  The Negro in  American H i s to r y  (New
York: P itm an  P u b l i s h in g  C o rp o ra t io n ,  1971), p .  213.
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to s e r v e .  They w ere o f t e n  a t t a c k e d  b y  w h i te  s o l d i e r s

b ec a u se  o f  t h e i r  r a n k ,  th e y  seldom  g o t  p a id  on t im e ,  and

some p a y m a s te r s  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  th e y  s h o u ld  be p a i d  $7 a

month, th e  same as  th e  b la c k  s o l d i e r s  w ere  p a i d  b e f o r e  15

June 1864. Only e i g h t  b la c k  p h y s i c i a n s  were a p p o in te d

su rg eo n s  i n  t h e  army; s i x  o f  them w ere  a t t a c h e d  to  h o s p i t a l s

in  W ash in g to n , D .C .,  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  two rem ain ed  w i th  b l a c k

re g im e n ts  f o r  o n ly  a v e ry  s h o r t  t im e .  B lacks  s u f f e r e d

g r e a t e r  c a s u a l t i e s  th a n  w h i te s  f o r  a l l  o f  th e s e  r e a s o n s .

A p p ro x im a te ly  o n e - t h i r d  o f  th e  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s — an  e s t im a te d
276 8 ,1 7 8 --w e re  l i s t e d  as  dead and m is s in g .

As th e  f e d e r a l  governm ent to o k  some a c t i o n  to  

c o r r e c t  o b v io u s  i n j u s t i c e s  tow ard  b l a c k s  in  t h e  Union army, 

t h e r e  w ere  d i s t u r b i n g  s ig n s  o f  w h i te  b a c k la s h .  Thousands o f  

w h i te  n o r t h e r n  s o l d i e r s  engaged i n  c o n s t a n t  h a ra s s m e n t  and 

open h o s t i l i t y  tow ard  b l a c k  t r o o p s .  As l a t e  a s  1864, w h i te  

mobs i n  th e  N o r th  o f t e n  a s s a u l t e d  o f f - d u t y  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s .  

S e v e ra l  s e r i o u s  r a c e  r i o t s  o c c u r r e d  i n  1862-63 . These r i o t s  

were s p a rk e d  by jo b  c o m p e t i t io n  b e tw een  w h ite  an d  b la c k  

l a b o r e r s  and by  th e  w h i te  w o rk in g m an 's  f e a r  t h a t  em ancipa

t i o n  w ould  c au se  a  f lo o d  o f  b l a c k s  on t h e  l a b o r  m ark e t and 

d r iv e  down w ages. There  was a l s o  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  new 

f e d e r a l  d r a f t  law  o f  March 1863. F o l lo w in g  t h e  d r a f t  law , 

a w h i t e  mob i n  D e t r o i t  in v ad ed  th e  b l a c k  s e c t i o n  o f  t h a t

27K a tz ,  E y e w i tn e s s , p .  213.
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c i t y  s h o u t in g  t h a t  i f  w h ite s  h a d  to  f i g h t  f o r  b l a c k s  th e y  

would k i l l  e v e r y  b l a c k  in  town. They d id  k i l l  s e v e r a l  and 

d e s t r o y e d  t h i r t y - t w o  h o u se s ,  w h ich  l e f t  more th a n  two 

h u n d red  p e o p le  h o m e le s s .  In  New York C i ty  a  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  

th e  d r a f t  t u r n e d  i n t o  an orgy o f  race  h a t r e d .  Dozens o f  

b la c k s  w ere  ly n c h e d  i n  the  s t r e e t s  o r  m u rd e red  in  t h e i r
28homes. F e d e r a l  t r o o p s  were c a l l e d  in  to  r e s t o r e  o r d e r .

The o v e r a l l  p e r fo rm a n c e  o f  b la c k  s o l d i e r s  i s  

d e s e rv in g  o f  h ig h  commendation d e s p i t e  t h e  d i s a d v a n ta g e s  

under  w hich  t h e y  s e r v e d .  Many i n  the  N o r th  and S o u th  were 

s u r p r i s e d  t o  f i n d  t h a t  b la c k s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th o s e  who h ad  been  

s l a v e s ,  made good s o l d i e r s .  I n  more th a n  450 m inor and 

m ajo r  b a t t l e s ,  th e y  fo u g h t  b r a v e l y  and won p r a i s e  from  b o th  

f r i e n d s  and enem ies .  Black s o l d i e r s  w ere  o r g a n iz e d  in  120 

i n f a n t r y  r e g im e n ts ,  12 heavy a r t i l l e r y  r e g im e n ts ,  10 l i g h t  

a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r i e s ,  and  7 c a v a l r y  r e g im e n ts .  S e v e n te e n  

b la c k s  won th e  C o n g re s s io n a l  M edal o f  H onor. One y e a r  a f t e r  

th e  E m a n c ip a t io n  P ro c la m a t io n ,  P r e s id e n t  L in c o ln  s t a t e d  t h a t  

th e  b l a c k  t r o o p s  had h e r o i c a l l y  v i n d i c a t e d  t h e i r  manhood on 

the  b a t t l e f i e l d .

2 8 R o b e r t  C ruden , The War t h a t  N ev e r  Ended: The
American C i v i l  War (Englewood C l i f f s ,  New J e r s e y :  P r e n t i c e -
H a l l , I n c . , 1973); p .  213; M cPherson, The N e g ro 's  C i v i l  W ar, 
pp. 70 -71 ; A d r ia n  Cook, The A rm ies  o f  t h e  S t r e e t s :  The New
York C i ty  D r a f t  R io t s  o f  1863 (L ex in g to n :  The U n i v e r s i t y
P re s s  o f  K en tucky , 19 7 4 ) ,  pp. 77-95; W i l l i s t o n  H. L o f to n ,  
" N o r th e rn  L a b o r  and t h e  Negro D uring  th e  C i v i l  W ar,"  J o u r n a l  
o f  Negro H i s t o r y , 34 ( J u ly  1949) :251-73.

9 9 K a tz ,  E y e w i tn e s s , p p .  213-14.
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Black s o l d i e r s  saw a c t i o n  i n  e v e ry  t h e a t e r  o f  

o p e r a t i o n  d u r in g  th e  C i v i l  War. The f i r s t  m ajo r  o f f e n s i v e  

la u n c h e d  by b l a c k  t r o o p s  o c c u r r e d  27 May 1863 a t  P o r t  

Hudson, L o u is ia n a .  Some 1 ,080  members o f  th e  F i r s t  and 

T h i rd  Regiments o f  t h e  L o u is ia n a  N a t iv e  Guards form ed th e  

r i g h t  wing o f  a  Union a s s a u l t i n g  f o r c e  a g a i n s t  th e  6 ,000-m an 

C o n fe d e ra te  g a r r i s o n .  The b la c k s  a t t a c k e d  one o f  th e  

s t r o n g e s t  n a t u r a l  p o s i t i o n s  a lo n g  th e  M i s s i s s i p p i  R iv e r .

The con d u c t o f  th e s e  men, even i n  d e f e a t ,  s u r p r i s e d  t h e i r  

most v o c a l  c r i t i c s .  The F i r s t  Regim ent was composed o f  f r e e  

b la c k s  w hile  t h e  T h i rd  Regiment c o n s i s t e d  m o s t ly  o f  e x 

s l a v e s ,  and n e a r l y  tw o - th i r d s  o f  t h e  two r e g im e n ts '  l i n e  

o f f i c e r s  were b l a c k .  The r e c o rd s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e s e  b la c k  

o f f i c e r s  gave t h e i r  men th e  l e a d e r s h i p  th e  a s s a u l t s  

demanded. C a p ta in  Andre C a i l lo u x ,  commanding Company E o f  

the F i r s t  R egim ent, s to o d  o u t  as  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  h e ro  o f  th e  

a s s a u l t s ,  a l th o u g h  a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  h i s  l i f e .  S ix  d e s p e r a t e  

c h a rg e s  were made by t h e s e  b l a c k  t r o o p s ,  and , a f t e r  i t  was

e v i d e n t  t h a t  i t  was n o t  l a c k  o f  c o u rag e  on t h e i r  p a r t ,  th e y
30were o rd e re d  t o  w ith d ra w .

In  a l e t t e r  to  G enera l  H enry  H a l l e c k ,  G enera l 

N a th a n ie l  Banks s t a t e d  t h a t ,  " w h a te v e r  d o u b ts  may have

30
Jo se p h  T. W ilso n ,  The B la c k  P h la n x :  A H i s to r y  o f

the N egro S o l d i e r s  o f  t h e  U n ited  S t a t e s  in  t h e  Wars o f  1775- 
l 8 l 2 ,  1861-65 ( H a r t f o r d :  American P u b l i s h i n g  Co., 1890;
r e p r i n t  e d . , New York: Am o P r e s s ,  1968),  p .  199; C o rn ish ,
The S a b le  Arm, p p .  1 4 2 -4 4 ; W il l ia m s ,  Negro Troops i n  t h e  War 
o f t h e  R e b e l l i o n , pp. 215-19 .
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e x i s t e d  h e r e t o f o r e  as to  th e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  b la c k  r e g im e n t s , "

t h e i r  p e rfo rm a n c e  a t  P o r t  Hudson "p ro v e s  c o n c lu s iv e ly "  to

o b s e r v e r s  t h a t  b l a c k  t r o o p s  w i l l  p ro v id e  e f f e c t i v e  d e fe n d e rs

f o r  th e  governm ent. He co n c lu d ed  t h a t  " t h e  s e v e re  t e s t  to

w hich th e y  w ere s u b j e c t e d ,  and th e  d e te rm in e d  manner in

w hich  th e y  e n c o u n te r e d  t h e  enemy, le a v e s  upon my mind no
31doubt o f  t h e i r  u l t i m a t e  s u c c e s s . "

B efo re  t h e  news o f  P o r t  Hudson r e a c h e d  W ashing ton , 

two o t h e r  L o u i s i a n a  b l a c k  r e g im e n ts  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  th e m se lv e s  

a t  M i l l i k e n ' s  Bend, a Union camp i n  L o u i s i a n a  ab o u t  tw en ty  

m i le s  u p s tre a m  from  V ic k sb u rg ,  a C o n fe d e ra te  s t r o n g h o ld .  A 

de tach m en t o f  a b o u t  1 ,000  men, o f  whom 160 were w h i te  and 

th e  re m a in d e r  w ere  e x - s l a v e s  from L o u is ia n a  and M i s s i s s i p p i ,  

w ere o r g a n iz e d  i n t o  two r e g im e n ts ,  th e  N in th  and E le v e n th  

L o u i s i a n a .  They w ere  l e f t  in  d e fe n s e  o f  t h i s  im p o r ta n t  

Union camp. On 7 June 1863, a C o n fe d e ra te  d i v i s i o n  o f  a b o u t  

2 ,000  s o l d i e r s ,  u n d e r  th e  command o f  G en e ra l  J .  G. W alker 

and G en era l  Henry E. M cCulloch, lau n c h e d  an a s s a u l t  on 

M i l l i k e n ' s  Bend. For h o u r s  th e  two s id e s  fo u g h t  i n  c lo s e  

combat w i th  b a y o n e ts  and m u sk e ts .  Union f o r c e s  w ere  p u sh ed  

to  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  r iv e r b a n k .  B ut th e y  l a t e r  r e c e iv e d  

r e in fo r c e m e n ts  from  two Union g u n b o a ts ,  t h e  L e x in g to n  and
32Choctaw, t h a t  bombarded t h e  C o n fe d e ra te s  i n t o  w i th d ra w a l .

^ O f f i c i a l  R eco rd s ,  S e r i e s  1, V ol. XXVI, P t .  1, p .  
45. ----------------------------

32I b i d . , Vol. XXIV, P t .  1, pp. 9 5 -9 6 ;  P t .  2 ,  pp. 
4 47-48 , 467.



81

G enera l E l l a s  S. D enn is , commanding th e  Union

f o r c e s ,  d e s c r ib e d  th e  b a t t l e  as  t h e  h a r d e s t  h e  h ad  e v e r

seen .  I t  was fo u g h t  m a in ly  hand to  hand. A f t e r  i t  was

o v e r ,  many men w ere  found dead  w i t h  b a y o n e t  s t a b s ,  and

o th e r s  w i th  t h e i r  s k u l l s  b ro k e n  open by b u t t s  o f  m uskets .

C a p ta in  Matthew M. M i l l e r  o f  Company I ,  N in th  L o u is ia n a ,

who l o s t  s i x t e e n  k i l l e d  and  f i f t e e n  wounded o f  h i s  o r i g i n a l

t h i r t y - t h r e e  men d e s c r ib e d  th e  b a t t l e  as h o r r i b l e ,  th e  w o rs t

in  w hich  he was e v e r  en g ag ed , i n c l u d i n g  S h i lo h .  The enemy

c r i e d ,  "no q u a r t e r s , "  b u t  some o f  them w ere  g la d  to  ta k e  i t

when made p r i s o n e r s .  The N in th  L o u is ia n a  l o s t  62 k i l l e d  and

130 wounded; th e  E le v e n th ,  30 k i l l e d  and 120 wounded.

G en era l  Dennis s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  was im p o s s ib le  f o r  men to  show
33g r e a t e r  g a l l a n t r y  than  th e  b l a c k  t ro o p s  i n  t h i s  f i g h t .

George W. W ill iam s  s t a t e s  t h a t  th e  b a t t l e  o f  M i l l i k e n ' s  Bend

w i l l  a lw ays ra n k  as  one o f  th e  h a r d e s t  fo u g h t  a c t i o n s  o f  th e

C i v i l  War, and th e  un im peachab le  v a l o r  o f  th e  b l a c k  t ro o p s

w i l l  rem ain  a p r i c e l e s s  h e r i t a g e  o f  th e  r a c e  f o r  whose
/

freedom  th e y  n o b ly  c o n te n d e d .

On 17 J u l y  1863, a t  E lk  Creek  n e a r  Honey S p r in g s  in  

In d ia n  t e r r i t o r y ,  Union G e n e ra l  James G. B lu n t  a t t a c k e d  

C o n fe d e ra te  G en e ra l  D ouglas Cooper. In  t h i s  l a r g e s t  

engagem ent in  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ,  th e  C o n fe d e ra te s  f l e d  a f t e r  a

33I b i d . , S e r ie s  3, Vol. I l l ,  pp. 452 -53 .
34W il l ia m s ,  Negro Troops i n  th e  War o f  th e  R e b e ll io n ,

p. 228.
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b lo o d y  engagement o f  more th a n  two h o u r s .  A t Honey S p r in g s

th e  F i r s t  Kansas C o lo red  Regiment e s t a b l i s h e d  i t s  m i l i t a r y

r e p u t a t i o n .  D uring  th e  f i g h t  th e  F i r s t  K ansas , which h e l d

th e  Union c e n t e r ,  moved up u n d e r  f i r e  to  w i t h i n  f i f t y  p a c e s

o f  t h e  C o n fe d e ra te  l i n e  and t h e r e ,  s t i l l  u n d e r  f i r e ,  h a l t e d

and exchanged  v o l l e y  f i r e  f o r  some t h i r t y  m in u te s  u n t i l  t h e

Texans and t h e i r  I n d ia n  a l l i e s  b ro k e  and r a n .  The b l a c k

re g im e n t  c a p tu r e d  t h e  c o lo r s  o f  a Texas r e g im e n t .  This  was

th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  b a t t l e  in  t h e  r e g i m e n t ' s  e n t i r e  h i s t o r y .

G en e ra l  B lu n t  s t a t e d  t h a t  he n e v e r  saw such f i g h t i n g  b e f o r e .

The s o l d i e r s  fo u g h t  l i k e  v e t e r a n s ,  w i t h  a c o o ln e s s  and v a l o r

t h a t  w ere  u n s u rp a s s e d .  They p r e s e r v e d  t h e i r  l i n e  p e r f e c t l y

th ro u g h o u t  th e  w hole engagement and , a l th o u g h  i n  th e  h o t t e s t

o f  t h e  f i g h t ,  th e y  n e v e r  once f a l t e r e d .  Too much p r a i s e

c an n o t  be awarded f o r  t h e i r  g a l l a n t r y .  G en e ra l  B lun t

f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e s e  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  were t h e  b e s t  h e
35e v e r  h ad  under  h i s  command.

One o f  t h e  m ost famous b l a c k  a s s a u l t s  o f  the  w ar 

took  p l a c e  18 J u l y  1863 a t  F o r t  Wagner on M o rr is  I s l a n d ,  

South  C a r o l in a .  The F i f t y - f o u r t h  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Regiment 

( th e  f i r s t  b l a c k  n o r th e r n  re g im e n t to  go to  w ar)  was o r d e r e d  

to  la u n c h  an a s s a u l t  a g a in s t  t h e  f o r t .  This  was th e  f i r s t  

m ajo r  b a t t l e  f o r  th e  Union t ro o p s  i n  t h e  D epartm ent o f  t h e  

S ou th .  Most o f  th e  Sea I s l a n d s  h ad  f a l l e n  to  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f

■ ^ O f f i c i a l  R ecords , S e r i e s  1, Vol. XXII, P t .  1, p p .  
379-81 , 445^30:
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th e  U nion f o r c e s ,  b u t  the  way to  C h a r l e s to n ,  b o th  by la n d  

and w a t e r ,  was g u a rd e d  by f o r t s ,  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  and 

t o r p e d o e s . F o r t  Wagner was a  s t r o n g ly  m ounted  and 

th o ro u g h ly  g a r r i s o n e d  e a r th w o rk  e x te n d in g  a c ro s s  th e  n o r th  

end o f  t h e  i s l a n d ;  i t  was w i t h i n  t w e n t y - s i x  h u n d red  y a rd s  o f  

F o r t  S u m te r .36

The F i f t y - f o u r t h  Regim ent had  b e e n  m arch ing  th ro u g h  

sand and  swamps f o r  most o f  t h e  day b e f o r e  th e  6 :0 0  P.M. 

a s s a u l t .  They h a d  fough t on James I s l a n d  on 16 J u l y  and had  

s u s t a i n e d  a  l o s s  o f  f o u r t e e n  k i l l e d ,  s e v e n te e n  wounded, and  

t h i r t e e n  m is s in g .  They had  gone two n i g h t s  w i th o u t  r e s t  and 

two d ay s  w i th o u t  r a t i o n s .  C o lo n e l  R o b e r t  Shaw, commander o f  

th e  F i f t y - f o u r t h ,  r e p o r t e d  t o  G enera l G eorge S t ro n g  on 

M o rr is  I s l a n d  on t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  18 J u l y .  G en e ra l  S tro n g  

o f f e r e d  t h e  F i f t y - f o u r t h  t h e  honor o f  l e a d i n g  th e  a s s a u l t .  

Having com pla ined  i n  a l e t t e r  to  G en e ra l  S tro n g  t h a t  he 

w an ted  b e t t e r  s e r v i c e  and n o t  more g u e r r i l l a  w a r f a r e  f o r  h i s  

s o l d i e r s ,  Shaw c o u ld  n o t  r e f u s e  t h i s  suprem e chance  to  p ro v e  

th e  v a l o r  o f  h i s  r e g im e n t .  The h a n d - to - h a n d  f i g h t i n g  t h a t  

r e s u l t e d  was v i c i o u s .  C o lo n e l  Shaw and  t h r e e  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  

o f  th e  F i f t y - f o u r t h  were k i l l e d .  The U nion  m om en tari ly  

g a in e d  a  to e h o ld ,  b u t  l o s t  a f t e r  f r i g h t f u l  c a s u a l t i e s .  

S a r g e a n t  W ill iam  H. Carney becam e th e  f i r s t  b la c k  s o l d i e r  to

O (L
W il l i a m s , Negro T ro o p s  in  th e  War o f  th e  

R e b e l l i o n , p . 192.
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win th e  C o n g re s s io n a l  Medal o f  Honor f o r  v a l o r  d u r in g  th e
17B a t t l e  o f  F o r t  Wagner.

A cco rd in g  to  George W il l ia m s ,  C o lo n e l Shaw l e d  a b o u t  

600 e n l i s t e d  men and 22 o f f i c e r s  i n t o  t h i s  a c t i o n .  Of th e  

e n l i s t e d  men 31 w ere  k i l l e d ,  135 wounded, and 92 m is s in g .

Of th e  22 o f f i c e r s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  3 w ere  k i l l e d  and 11 w ere  

wounded. N e a r ly  h a l f  o f  t h e  e n l i s t e d  men were k i l l e d ,  

wounded, o r  m is s in g ,  w h i le  more th an  o n e - h a l f  o f  the  o f f i c e r s  

w ere e i t h e r  k i l l e d  o r  wounded. This a p p a l l i n g  l i s t  o f  

c a s u a l t i e s  shows how b r a v e l y  t h i s  re g im e n t  p e r fo rm e d  i t s  

d u ty .

H ard ly  a n o th e r  b l a c k  o p e r a t i o n  o f  th e  w a r  r e c e iv e d  

so much p u b l i c i t y  o r  s t i r r e d  so much comment. Colonel Shaw 

and th e  F i f t y - f o u r t h  became symbols o f  th e  b e s t  t h a t  t r o o p s ,  

w h i te  o r  b l a c k ,  c o u ld  do. A f t e r  th e  a s s a u l t  on  F o r t  Wagner, 

t h e r e  was no l o n g e r  any d o u b t  about u s i n g  b l a c k  t ro o p s  to  

c ru sh  t h e  r e b e l l i o n .  Jo se p h  H o l t ,  Judge  A dvoca te  G enera l 

and fo rm e r  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War, w ro te  Edwin M. S t a n to n  in  

A ugust 1863: "The t e n a c io u s  and b r i l l i a n t  v a l o r  d i s p la y e d

by t r o o p s  o f  t h i s  r a c e  a t  P o r t  Hudson, M i l l i k e n ' s  Bend, and 

F o r t  W agner has s u f f i c i e n t l y  d e m o n s tra te d  to  t h e  P r e s i d e n t

3  7 James T. R o b e r tso n ,  J r . ,  "N egro S o l d i e r s  in  t h e  
C i v i l  W ar ,"  Annual E d i t i o n s ,  Readings i n  A m erican  H is to ry ,  ed. 
T e rry  Chase  ( G u i l f o r d ,  C o n n . : The D ushkin  P u b l i s h in g  Group,
I n c . ,  1 9 7 2 -7 3 ) ,  p p .  146-56 ; O f f i c i a l  R eco rds ,  S e r i e s  1, Vol. 
XXVIII, P t .  1, p p . 15-16.

3 8 W ill ia m s ,  Negro Troops in  t h e  War o f  th e  
R e b e l l i o n , p . 199.
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and to  t h e  c o u n t ry  th e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  s e r v i c e  o f  w hich
39th e y  a r e  c a p a b l e . "

Between May 1863 and  March 1864, th e  Union army a t  

Memphis r e c r u i t e d  and o r g a n iz e d  some 6 ,957  b la c k  men in to  

sev en  i n f a n t r y  r e g im e n ts ,  t h r e e  heavy  a r t i l l e r y  r e g im e n ts ,  

and two b a t t e r i e s  o f  l i g h t  a r t i l l e r y .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  th e  

T h i rd  U n i te d  S t a t e s  C o lo red  C av a lry  Regiment was o r g a n iz e d  

in  Memphis and  s t a t i o n e d  a t  V ick sb u rg  and i n  1865 a t  

Memphis. The b l a c k  troops, i n  West T en n essee  were s t a t i o n e d  

m o s t ly  a lo n g  th e  v i t a l  r a i l  l i n e s ,  r i v e r s ,  and b r i d g e s .  

Though by t h e  summer o f  1862 th e  Union army c o n t r o l l e d  West 

T e n n essee ,  t h e  C o n fe d e ra te  f o r c e s  m a in ta in e d  c o n t r o l  o f  

e a s t - c e n t r a l  M is s i s s i p p i  f rom  where th e y  p e r i o d i c a l l y  r a i d e d  

th e  r u r a l  w e s te r n  p a r t  o f  T e n n essee .  The w h i te s  o f  th e  a r e a  

g e n e r a l l y  s u p p o r te d  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  c a u se .  The U nion, 

t h e r e f o r e ,  o r g a n iz e d  th o u sa n d s  o f  b la c k s  i n t o  m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  

in  an a t t e m p t  to  check  th e  g u e r r i l l a  r a i d s  o f  th e  v i t a l  r a i l  

and com m unication  l i n e s  w h ich  c o n n e c te d  Memphis so u th w ard  to  

U n io n -h e ld  C o r in th  and V ick sb u rg ,  as  w e l l  a s  th o se  l i n e s  

w hich c o n n e c te d  n o r th w a rd  t o  N a s h v i l l e  and th e  n o r t h e r n  

s t a t e s .  D uring  th e  f a l l  o f  1863, C o n fe d e ra te  f o r c e s  u nder  

G en era l  S te p h e n  D. Lee i n f i l t r a t e d  th e  a r e a  j u s t  t h i r t y -  

e i g h t  m i le s  e a s t  o f  Memphis. Because th e  b l a c k  re g im e n ts  

had  n o t  begun to  o rg a n iz e  u n t i l  May 1863, t h e  C o n fe d e ra te s

■̂ 9O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s , S e r i e s  3, Vol. I l l ,  p .  696.
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were s u r p r i s e d  to  e n c o u n te r  them g u a rd in g  th e  v i t a l  r a i l  

l i n e s .  When L e e 's  men t e s t e d  th e  raw b la c k  r e c r u i t s  o f  t h e  

Second C olored  West T en n essee  I n f a n t r y  ( l a t e r  renamed th e  

S i x t y - f i r s t  U n i te d  S t a t e s  C o lo re d  Troops I n f a n t r y  Regiment) 

w i th  s n ip e r  f i r e ,  t h e  b l a c k s  s to o d  t h e i r  g round  and r e t u r n e d  

th e  f i r e . ^

The f i r s t  s e r i o u s  engagem ent betw een b l a c k  t ro o p s  

and West T ennessee  C o n fe d e ra te  f o r c e s  was a t  th e  B a t t l e  o f  

Moscow on 3-4  December 1863. On 3 December, Union r e i n f o r c e 

m ents a r r i v e d  t o  h e lp  b u t t r e s s  th e  d e fe n se s  o f  th e  v i t a l  

b r id g e  a t  Moscow w hich  sp an n ed  th e  Wolf R iv e r  and s e rv e d  as  

a  p a s sa g e  f o r  t h e  M em p h is -C h a r le s to n  r a i l r o a d .  The 

C o n fe d e ra te s ,  a t  3 :00  P .M .,  d i r e c t e d  heavy f i r e  on th e  Union 

g u a rd s ,  b u t  t h e  r e i n f o r c e d  g a r r i s o n  was a b le  to  f o r c e  th e  

enemy to  w ith d raw  n e a r  n i g h t f a l l .  Around noon th e  n e x t  day 

more Union t r o o p s  a r r i v e d  in c l u d i n g  companies from th e  

S i x t y - f i r s t  C o lo red  Regim ent and a  d e tachm en t from th e  

Second C olo red  L ig h t  A r t i l l e r y .  The C o n fe d e ra te  f o r c e s  

a t t a c k e d  f o r  a  second  t im e  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n .  The b la c k  

s o l d i e r s  le d  by th e  Second I n f a n t r y  and A r t i l l e r y  f o r c e d  th e  

C o n fe d e ra te s  t o  r e t r e a b  a f t e r  a  m a jo r  engagem ent, and th e  

two s id e s  engaged i n  s h o o t in g  and s h e l l i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  from 

o p p o s i t e  r i v e r  b a n k s .  The b l a c k  a r t i l l e r y ' s  a c c u ra c y  in

^ B o b b y  L. L o v e t t ,  "The W est T ennessee  C o lo red  
Troops in  C i v i l  War Com bat," West T ennessee  H i s t o r i c a l  
S o c ie ty  P apers  34 (O c to b e r  1 9 8 0 ) :5 3 -7 0 .
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th ro w in g  s h e l l s  r i g h t  i n t o  th e  m id s t  o f  t h e  C o n fed era te  

ra n k s  and c a u s in g  them t o  r e t r e a t  s u r p r i s e d  even t h e i r  own 

o f f i c e r s . ^

C olonel Frank K e n d r ic k ,  r e g i m e n ta l  commander, and 

o t h e r  w h ite  Union o f f i c e r s  ap p lau d ed  th e  combat b e h a v io r  o f  

th e  b l a c k  t ro o p s  a t  th e  b a t t l e  o f  Moscow. A fte r  G enera l 

S tep h en  A. H u lb u r t ,  th e  c o rp s  commander, had  r e c e iv e d  f u l l  

r e p o r t s  from s u b o rd in a te  commanders s p e a k in g  h ig h ly  o f  th e  

s o l d i e r l y  q u a l i t i e s  e v in c e d  by t h e  Second I n f a n t r y  and o t h e r  

b la c k s  a t  Moscow, he was moved to  i s s u e  a  g e n e ra l  o rd e r  

commending them. G enera l O rders  No. 173 (17 December 1863) 

s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e c e n t  a f f a i r  a t  Moscow, T ennessee ,  had 

d e m o n s tra te d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  b la c k  t r o o p s ,  p r o p e r ly  

d i s c i p l i n e d  and commanded, can and w i l l  f i g h t  w e l l .  H u lb u r t  

p e r s o n a l l y  commended th e  b l a c k  t ro o p s  f o r  t h e i r  g a l l a n t  and  

s u c c e s s f u l  d e fe n s e  o f t h e  im p o r ta n t  p o s i t i o n  to w hich  th e y  

had b e e n  a s s ig n e d ,  and f o r  th e  manner i n  which th e y  had 

v i n d i c a t e d  th e  wisdom o f  t h e  governm ent i n  e l e v a t i n g  the 

rank  and f i l e  o f  th e se  r e g im e n ts  to  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  freedm en 

and s o l d i e r s . ^

As 1863 drew to  a c lo s e  t h e  p ro c e d u re  and m ach inery  

f o r  r e c r u i t i n g  b la c k  t r o o p s  were t h o r o u g h ly  deve loped . In  

h i s  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  to  th e  P r e s i d e n t  i n  e a r l y  December,

^ I b i d .  , pp. 5 4 -5 5 .

^ O f f i c i a l  R eco rds ,  S e r i e s  1, V o l.  XXI, P t .  1, pp. 
577, 583-85.
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S e c r e t a r y  o f  War Edwin S ta n to n  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  o v e r  50 ,000

b la c k s  had  a l r e a d y  been o rg a n iz e d  a s  Union s o l d i e r s  and t h a t

t h e  number would r a p i d l y  i n c r e a s e  a s  Union a rm ie s  advanced

i n t o  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  s t a t e s .  There was no d o u b t  in  S ta n to n 's

mind a b o u t  the  p r a c t i c a l i t y  o f  th e  f u l l  m i l i t a r y  employment

o f  b l a c k s .  He m a in ta in e d  th e y  had  p ro v e d  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  as
43in fa n try m e n ,  a r t i l l e r y m e n ,  and cava lrym en .

P r e s i d e n t  L in c o ln  was a l s o  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  th e

p o l i c y  o f  draw ing on th e  b l a c k  manpower o f  t h e  n a t i o n  f o r

s o l d i e r s  was p r o v in g  s u c c e s s f u l .  He r e p o r t e d  i n  h i s  t h i r d

a n n u a l  message t o  Congress t h a t  10 0 ,0 0 0  b la c k s  who were

s l a v e s  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  r e b e l l i o n  were i n  th e  U n i te d

S t a t e s  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .  He f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  ab o u t one-

h a l f  o f  th e  100 ,000  b la c k s  were u n d e r  arms, t h u s  g iv in g  th e

dou b le  ad v an tag e  o f  t a k in g  l a b o r  from  th e  C o n fe d e ra te s  and

a d d in g  them to  t h e  Union i n  p la c e s  w h ich  o t h e r w i s e  would be
4 4f i l l e d  w i th  w h i te  men.

However, b y  th e  en d  o f  1863, War D epartm en t e f f o r t s  

to  o r g a n iz e  b l a c k  re g im e n ts  were ham pered  by a  l a c k  o f  a b le  

o f f i c e r s  to  t r a i n  and command th e  b l a c k  r e c r u i t s .  Up to  26 

December 1863 a  t o t a l  o f  1 ,0 5 1  a p p l i c a n t s  had come b e f o r e  

t h e  exam ining  b o a r d s ,  and o f  th e se  560 had p a s s e d  w h i le  491, 

o r  a lm o s t  47 p e r c e n t ,  had  b een  r e j e c t e d .  War D epartm en t

^ I b i d .  , S e r ie s  3 , Vol. I l l ,  p .  1132.

^ C o r n i s h ,  The S a b le  Arm, p .  251 .
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G en era l  O rd e rs  Nos. 143 and 144 i s s u e d  on 22 May 1863 h a d

e s t a b l i s h e d  th e  B ureau  f o r  C o lo re d  T roops . Number 143

d i r e c t e d  t h a t  b o a rd s  b e  s e t  up t o  examine a p p l i c a n t s  f o r

com m issions  to  command b la c k  t r o o p s .  These b o a rd s  a l s o  had

a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  th e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  r e c r u i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  f o r

b l a c k  t r o o p s ,  as  w e l l  a s  over  a p p o in tm e n ts  to  l i n e  and f i e l d  
45p o s i t i o n s .

G e n e ra l  O rder  No. 144 p r e s c r i b e d  r u l e s  to  g u id e  th e  

b o a rd s .  They were r e q u i r e d  to  exam ine  o n ly  a p p l i c a n t s  w i th  

a p p ro v a l  f rom  th e  A d ju ta n t  G en e ra l  t o  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  them.

To g a in  t h i s  p e r m is s io n ,  an a p p l i c a n t  was r e q u i r e d  to  

p r e s e n t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  recom m endations  o f  good m ora l  c h a r a c t e r  

and s t a n d i n g  i n  th e  community i n  w hich  he  l i v e d  o r ,  i f  a  

s o l d i e r ,  h e  m ust have t e s t i m o n i a l s  from  h i s  commanding 

o f f i c e r s .  These recom m endations h a d  to  be f i l e d  in  advance 

w i th  t h e  B u reau  f o r  C o lo re d  T ro o p s .  Each a p p l i c a n t  was to  

r e c e iv e  a  f a i r  b u t  r i g o r o u s  e x a m in a t io n  as  to  p h y s i c a l , 

m e n ta l ,  and  m oral f i t n e s s  to  command t r o o p s .  The b o a rd s  

a l s o  s p e c i f i e d  th e  g ra d e  o f  com m ission ea c h  app roved  

a p p l i c a n t  w ou ld  h a v e . ^

The a p p e a ra n c e  b e f o re  t h e s e  exam in ing  b o a rd s  was n o t  

c o n s id e r e d  an ea sy  m a t t e r  by th e  o f f i c e r s  and  men o f  t h e  

Union army o r  by c i v i l i a n s  e l i g i b l e  to  t r y  f o r  com m issions

^ W i l s o n ,  The B lack  P h a l a n x , pp . 1 6 6 -8 0 ;  C o rn ish ,
The S ab le  Arm, p . 208.

^ C o r n i s h ,  The S ab le  Arm, p p .  208-209 .
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i n  b l a c k  r e g im e n ts .  The s t r i c t n e s s  o f  th e  b o a rd s  was 

i n d i c a t i v e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  ro u g h ly  f o r t y - s e v e n  p e r c e n t  o f  

a l l  who a t t e m p te d  the  e x a m in a t io n s  i n  1863 w ere  r e j e c t e d .

The War D e p a r tm e n t became c o n c e rn e d  o v e r  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  and 

o u t o f  t h i s  c o n c e r n  came t h e  f o r e r u n n e r  o f  th e  O f f i c e r  

C an d id a te  S choo l,  a  f r e e  m i l i t a r y  academy to  p r e p a r e  

c a n d id a t e s  fo r  t h e  o rd e a l  o f  m e e t in g  th e  b o a rd .  47

G enera l  S i l a s  Casey, p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  W ashing ton  

exam in ing  b o ard , su g g e s te d  to  th e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  S u p e r v is o r y  

Committee fo r  R e c r u i t i n g  C o lo re d  Regim ents t h a t  a  few weeks 

o f  c o n c e n t r a t e d  s tu d y  on t a c t i c s  an d  army r e g u l a t i o n s  w ould  

enab le  m ore  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  com m issions to  p a s s  t h e  b o a rd .  

Thomas W e b s te r ,  chairm an o f  th e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  com m ittee ,  

a c c e p te d  th e  s u g g e s t io n ,  s e c u re d  a  f a c u l t y ,  p u b l i s h e d  a  

p r o s p e c t u s ,  d e v i s e d  a t h i r t y - d a y  c o u r s e  o f  s tu d y ,  and on 26 

December 1863 o p e n e d  a s c h o o l  f o r  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  t h e  command 

o f  c o l o r e d  t r o o p s .  W ithin  two m on ths ,  th e  s c h o o l  was 

o p e r a t i n g  and d o in g  an e f f e c t i v e  j o b .  On 7 March 1864, 

G eneral Casey w r o t e  Chairman W ebste r  t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  h im  on 

th e  s u c c e s s  o f t h e  e n t e r p r i s e  and t o  in fo rm  him  t h a t  h i s  

W ashing ton  b o a rd  h a d  y e t  t o  r e j e c t  one o f  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  

g r a d u a te s .  The s c h o o l  a t t r a c t e d  w id e  a t t e n t i o n  i n  a s h o r t  

tim e. The War D epartm ent l a t e r  i s s u e d  G en era l  O rders  No.

125 t h a t  p e r m i t t e d  f u r lo u g h s ,  n o t  t o  exceed  t h i r t y  d a y s ,  to

4 7 Ib id .  , p .  213.
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t h e  non-com m issioned  o f f i c e r s  and  p r i v a t e s  o f  t h e  army who

d e s i r e d  to  e n t e r  th e  m i l i t a r y  sc h o o l  a t  P h i l a d e l p h i a  when

th e  c h a r a c t e r ,  c o n d u c t ,  and c a p a c i t y  o f  th e  a p p l i c a n t s  were

su c h  as to  w a r r a n t  t h e i r  im m ediate  and s u p e r io r  commanders

i n  recommending them f o r  com m issioned a p p o in tm e n ts  in  th e

re g im e n ts  o f  b l a c k  t r o o p s .  The P h i l a d e l p h i a  s c h o o l  was

g e a re d  i n t o  t h e  a rm y 's  m ac h in e ry  and p la y e d  a l a r g e  r o l e  i n

th e  p r e p a r a t i o n  and s e l e c t i o n  o f  o f f i c e r s  f o r  b l a c k  
48t r o o p s .

By th e  s p r in g  o f  1864, a  g r e a t  change h a d  ta k e n  

p l a c e  in  g e t t i n g  o f f i c e r s  f o r  t h e  b l a c k  r e g im e n ts .  At th e  

en d  o f  A p r i l  t h e r e  w ere  513 c a n d id a t e s  recommended f o r  

com m issions by th e  v a r i o u s  exam in ing  b o a rd s  and a w a i t in g  

a p p o in tm e n ts .  There w ere  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  s e e k in g  a 

commission i n  t h e  b la c k  r e g im e n ts  a s id e  from t h e  more 

o b v io u s  a d v a n ta g e s  o f  s o c i a l  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  b e t t e r  pay , b e t t e r  

fo o d ,  and q u a r t e r s .  T h e re  was th e  r e a l i s t i c  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

o f  in c r e a s e d  chance o f  s u r v i v a l .  I t  was c a l c u l a t e d  t h a t  th e  

p r o p o r t i o n a t e  C i v i l  War b a t t l e  l o s s e s  o f  e n l i s t e d  men to  

o f f i c e r s  was s i x t e e n  t o  one and  th e  o f f i c e r s  w ere  f a r  l e s s  

l i k e l y  to  succumb to  t h e  f a t a l i t i e s  o f  d i s e a s e  th a n  were 

t h e i r  men. The r i g i d  e x a m in a t io n  was a n o th e r  m o t iv a t i n g  

f a c t o r  f o r  many to  se e k  com m issions i n  b la c k  r e g im e n ts ,  

b ec a u se  i t  p ro d u ced  l e a d e r s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  b e t t e r  q u a l i f i e d

^ O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s , S e r i e s  3, V o l. IV, p .  207; 
C o rn ish ,  The S a b le  Arm, p .  218.
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th a n  th o s e  who l e d  th e  w h i te  v o l u n t e e r  army i n  th e  f i r s t  two

y e a r s  o f  th e  war. Many commanders o f  b la c k  t r o o p s

re c o g n iz e d  n o t  o n ly  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  to  th e

men o f  t h e i r  r e g im e n t s , b u t  w en t even  f u r t h e r  to  he lp  th o s e

men p r e p a r e  f o r  th e  l i v e s  th e y  w ould  l e a d  as  f r e e  men a f t e r

th e  war was o v e r .  Such o f f i c e r s  a s  Thomas W. H ig g in so n ,

James B e e c h e r ,  Thomas J .  Morgan, R o b e r t  G. Shaw, Norwood P.

H a l lo w e l l ,  and D an ie l  Ullmann s e t  h ig h  s t a n d a r d s  o f p e r s o n a l

l e a d e r s h i p  and s t r o v e  n i g h t  and day to  lo o k  a f t e r  t h e i r  men,

to  t r a i n  them  as s o l d i e r s ,  and t o  t e a c h  them t o  re a d  and

w r i t e .  However, n o t  a l l  o f  t h e  more th a n  sev en  thousand

o f f i c e r s  who l e d  th e  b l a c k  t r o o p s  w ere p a ra g o n s  o f  v i r t u e
49and cou rag e  o r  even i n t e l l i g e n c e .

A f t e r  s e rv in g  t h e i r  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  in  1863 w i th  

d i s t i n c t i o n ,  i t  became l o g i c a l  and  n a t u r a l  t h a t  b la c k  

s o l d i e r s  w ou ld  f in d  th e m se lv e s  more and more i n  a c t io n  i n  

1864. B lack  s o l d i e r s  had  g iv en  d e f i n i t e  i n d i c a t i o n s  d u r in g  

t h e i r  combat p e rfo rm ance  in  1863 o f  what c o u ld  b e  e x p e c te d  

o f  them. I f  doubt s t i l l  rem ain ed  i n  some minds as  to  th e  

f i g h t i n g  a b i l i t y  o f  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s ,  t h e i r  combat perfo rm ance  

d u r in g  1864 and 1865 s h o u ld  have removed a g r e a t  d e a l .  I t  

i s  o b v io u s ly  im p o ss ib le  t o  d i s c u s s  e v e ry  engagem ent in  w hich  

b l a c k  t ro o p s  fough t d u r in g  t h e s e  y e a r s  and to  a n a ly z e  t h e i r  

v a ry in g  b e h a v io r  in  a c t i o n .  Only a  few o f  th e  b a t t l e s ,

49 C o rn ish ,  The S a b le  Arm, pp . 222-25 .
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m a jo r  and m in o r ,  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  and th e y  m u st s ta n d  as
50r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  th e  w hole .

In  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  O lu s te e ,  o r  Ocean Pond, n e a r  

J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  F l o r i d a ,  on 20 February  1864, t h r e e  b la c k  and 

s i x  w h i te  r e g im e n ts  ( p lu s  s m a l l e r  a r t i l l e r y  and  c a v a l r y  

u n i t s )  under t h e  command o f  G eneral Thomas Seymour engaged 

in  a  m ajor b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  C o n fe d e ra te  f o r c e s .  The t h r e e  

b l a c k  i n f a n t r y  re g im e n ts  w ere  th e  E ig h th ,  the  F i r s t  N o r th  

C a r o l in a  ( s u b s e q u e n t ly  t h e  T h i r t y - f i f t h )  , and t h e  famed 

F i f t y - f o u r t h  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  W ith  a f o r c e  o f  a b o u t  5 ,000  men, 

G e n e ra l  Seymour e n c o u n te re d  a  much l a r g e r  C o n fe d e ra te  f o r c e . 

The C o n fe d e ra te  fo rc e s  a w a i t e d  the  Union f o r c e s  from b e h in d  

ea r th w o rk s  e x te n d in g  th ro u g h  heavy t im b e r  and im p a s s a b le  

swamps. The Union f o r c e s  w ere  weary a n d  hungry , h av ing  

m arched  s i x t e e n  m ile s  o v e r  h eav y  roads and  th ro u g h  numerous 

swamps b e f o re  t h e  s u r p r i s e  engagement. The U nion  was 

d e f e a t e d  a f t e r  a very  s tu b b o r n  f i g h t .  A c co rd in g  to  r e p o r t s  

o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  in  c h a rg e  o f  t h e  b la c k  r e g im e n ts ,  th e  F i r s t  

N o r th  C a ro l in a  and th e  F i f t y - f o u r t h  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  behaved  

c r e d i t a b l y ,  l i k e  v e t e r a n s .  S e rg ean t  S tep h en  A. Sw ails  was 

c i t e d  fo r  b r a v e r y  and e f f i c i e n c y  d e s p i t e  a s e v e r e  wound. He 

l a t e r  became t h e  f i r s t  b l a c k  to  be com m issioned i n  the  

F i f t y - f o u r t h .  The E ig h th  Regiment pe rfo rm ed  w e l l  

c o n s id e r in g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  was a new re g im e n t  and  i t s  men

50See Appendix A f o r  l i s t  o f  b a t t l e s .
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had n e v e r  been i n  a c t i o n  b e f o r e ,  b u t  i t  l o s t  more th a n  300 

o u t  o f  550 men. The t o t a l  b l a c k  c a s u a l t i e s  w ere 503, o v e r  

o n e - f o u r t h  o f  th e  t o t a l  Union c a s u a l t i e s  o f  1 ,8 6 1 .  The

C o n fe d e ra te s  s u f f e r e d  934 c a s u a l t i e s ,  i n  what was th e  m ajo r
5 1b a t t l e  o f  th e  war i n  F l o r i d a .

A lth o u g h  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  O lu s te e  was n o t  a  v i c t o r y  f o r

th e  Union, i t  f u r n i s h e d  a n o t h e r  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  m a r t i a l

v a lo r  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  o rd e r  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  b l a c k

s o l d i e r s .  This was one o f  t h e  s e v e r e s t  b a t t l e s  o f  th e  war

and i f  i t  h ad  n o t  b e e n  f o r  t h e  s tu b b o rn  f i g h t i n g  o f  t h e s e

b la c k  t r o o p s  G e n e ra l  Seymour w ould have been  r o u te d  and

a n n i h i l a t e d .  The s tu b b o rn  t e n a c i t y  o f  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  was

m o tiv a te d  i n  p a r t  by  t h e i r  aw areness  t h a t  as  p r i s o n e r s  th e y

had no r i g h t s  w hich  th e  C o n fe d e ra te s  r e s p e c t e d .  In

e x p la in in g  h i s  d e f e a t  G enera l  Seymour r e p o r t e d  t h a t  th e

b la c k  t r o o p s  behav ed  c r e d i t a b l y .  He f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t

t h e i r  c o n d u c t  was n o t  th e  c h i e f  cause o f  f a i l u r e ,  b u t  th e

u n a n t i c i p a t e d  y i e l d i n g  o f  a  w h i t e  re g im e n t  (S e v e n th  New

Hampshire) from w h ic h  th e r e  was every  r e a s o n  t o  e x p e c t  n o b le  
52s e r v i c e .

51 Mark Mayo B o a tn e r  I I I ,  The C i v i l  War D ic t io n a r y  
(New York: David McKay C o., 1959), p . 608; fe. B. Long, The
C iv i l  War Day by Day: An Almanac 1861-1865 (New York:
Doubleday & Co., I n c . ,  1 9 ? 1 ) , p .  466; O f f i c i a l  R eco rds ,  
S e r ie s  1 , V ol. XXXV, P t .  1, p p .  298, 315, 341.

" ^ O f f i c i a l  R eco rds ,  S e r i e s  1, V o l. XXXV, P t .  1 , p p . 
298, 315, '5ST.
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The V i r g i n i a  t h e a t e r ,  more th a n  any  o th e r ,  w i tn e s s e d

t h e  a c t io n s  o f  many b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  d u r in g  th e  l a s t  y e a r  o f

th e  war. By f a r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  number o f  b l a c k  t r o o p s  i n  any

s i n g l e  t h e a t e r  o f  t h e  war w ere  in v o lv e d  i n  th e  s low  b lo o d y

work o f  w e a r in g  down t h e  Army o f  N o r th e rn  V i r g in i a  from  May

1864 th ro u g h  A p r i l  1865. G e n e ra l  U ly s se s  S. G ran t ,  now

g e n e r a l - i n - c h i e f  o f  t h e  Union f o r c e s ,  t r a n s f e r r e d  n e a r l y

tw en ty  th o u sa n d  b l a c k  t ro o p s  from  o th e r  a r e a s  to  t h e  a rm ies

o f  th e  James and t h e  Potomac. I n  a d d i t i o n  to  t h e s e  b l a c k

t r o o p s ,  t h e r e  were i n  V i r g i n i a  and M ary land  a h o s t  o f

r e c e n t l y  r e c r u i t e d  b l a c k  t r o o p s  ready  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  f i n a l

t h r u s t s  d e s ig n e d  to  d e f e a t  G e n e ra l  R ober t  E. L e e 's  v e t e r a n

army and c a p t u r e  Richmond. T h ese  new b l a c k  r e c r u i t s  had

t r a i n e d  d u r in g  th e  w i n t e r  o f  1863-64 a t  Camp S ta n to n  i n

A n n a p o l is ,  M ary land , u n d er  G e n e ra l  Ambrose B u rn s id e  and in
53V i r g in i a  u n d e r  G e n e ra l  Benjam in B u t l e r .

On 7 A p r i l  1864, G e n e ra l  B u r n s id e ' s  N in th  Army Corps 

l e f t  camp and c r o s s e d  th e  Po tom ac. D uring  May and J u n e ,  

B u r n s id e 's  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  f o u g h t  n o r th  o f  Richmond; t h e  

b la c k s  i n  t h e  Army o f  th e  Jam es, commanded by G e n e ra l  

B u t l e r ,  f o u g h t  s o u th  o f  Richmond. In  m id -Ju n e  G e n e ra l  Grant 

d e c id e d  to  make an a t t a c k  on P e t e r s b u r g ,  V i r g in i a ,  a  v i t a l l y  

im p o r ta n t  r a i l r o a d  c e n t e r ,  tw en ty - tw o  m i l e s  below Richmond. 

G en era l  W il l ia m  F. S m ith  and t h e  E ig h te e n th  Corps w e re

53Bergman, C h r o n o lo g ic a l  H is to r y  o f  the  N e g ro , p. 
237; M cPherson, N e g r o 's  C i v i l  W ar, p. 223; W il l ia m s ,  Negro 
Troops i n  t h e  War o f  t h e  R e b e l l i o n , p. 231 .
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o rd e re d  to  a t t a c k  on 15 Ju n e  1864. One o f  S m i th 's  t h r e e

d i v i s i o n s  was a b l a c k  b r ig a d e  o f  a b o u t  t h r e e  th o u sa n d  men,

under t h e  command o f  G en era l  Edward H in k s ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f

fo u r  i n f a n t r y  r e g im e n ts ,  two c a v a l r y  r e g im e n ts ,  and two

b a t t e r i e s .  The F i f t h  and Tw enty -second  b l a c k  re g im e n ts

c l e a r e d  th e  enem y 's  o u tp o s t  f o r  t h e  a t t a c k  by  th e  e n t i r e

c o rp s .  The b la c k  d i v i s i o n  was o r d e re d  to  a t t a c k  t h e  main

l i n e  o f  t h e  C o n fe d e ra te  w o rk s .  To re a c h  t h e i r  a s s ig n e d

p o s i t i o n  e i g h t  h u n d re d  y a rd s  away, th e  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  had  to

advance a c r o s s  an open f i e l d ,  ex posed  th e  whole d i s t a n c e  to

dead ly  f i r e .  A f t e r  over  f i v e  h o u r s ,  t h e i r  o r d e a l  ended  as

th e y  g a in e d  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n ,  h a v in g  advan ced  a  few n e r v e -

r a c k in g  ro d s  a t  a  t im e .  F o r  f i v e  more h o u r s  th e y  l a y  in  th e

shadow o f  C o n fe d e ra te  guns, w h i l e  G en era l  Sm ith  made a

r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  p r e p a r a t o r y  t o  l a u n c h in g  t h e  g e n e r a l  a s s a u l t .

F i n a l l y  t h e  charg e  was o r d e r e d .  The f i g h t i n g  t h a t  fo l lo w e d

was d e v a s t a t i n g .  Both  s i d e s  s u f f e r e d  h eav y  l o s s e s  a s  th e
54C o n fe d e ra te  f o r c e s  r e t r e a t e d .

The b la c k  s o l d i e r s  a g a in  p ro v e d  t h e i r  g a l l a n t r y  and 

amazed t h e i r  f e l lo w  w h ite  s o l d i e r s  who w ere  v e ry  v o c a l  in  

t h e i r  e x p r e s s io n s  o f  a d m ira t io n .  The L eavenw orth  Dai 1 y 

C o n s e r v a t iv e  r e p o r t e d  from V i r g i n i a  t h a t  th e  h a r d e s t  f i g h t i n g  

was done by  the  b l a c k  t r o o p s .  The f o r t s  th e y  s to rm ed  were

54W il l i a m s , Negro Troops i n  t h e  War o f  th e  R e b e ll io n ,  
p p .  2 3 5 -3 7 ;  Benjam in Q u a r le s ,  The Negro i n  th e  C i v i l  War 
(B oston : L i t t l e ,  Brown & Co. ,  1969 ) ,  p p . 297-99 .
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th e  w o r s t  o f  a l l .  G en era l  Smith p r a i s e d  th e  co n d u c t o f  h is

b l a c k  t ro o p s  i n  h i s  r e p o r t  o f  th e  a c t i o n ,  and  i n  a

p r o c la m a t io n  o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  he c a l l e d  them t o  th e  a t t e n t i o n

o f  th e  e n t i r e  c o rp s .  The p ro c la m a t io n  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  b la c k

s o l d i e r s  h a d  s to rm ed  th e  w orks o f  t h e  enemy an d  c a r r i e d

them, t a k e n  guns and p r i s o n e r s ,  and i n  th e  w hole  a f f a i r  they

had  d i s p l a y e d  a l l  th e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  good s o l d i e r s .  G en era l

Sm ith  f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  b la c k s  c o u ld  n o t  be e x c e l l e d

as  s o l d i e r s  and h e r e a f t e r  he would se n d  them t o  d i f f i c u l t

p l a c e s  a s  r e a d i l y  as th e  b e s t  w h i te  t r o o p s .  When L in c o ln

v i s i t e d  G en e ra l  G r a n t 's  camp s i x  days l a t e r  t o  re v ie w  th e

V i r g i n i a  commands, G ran t s u g g e s te d  t h a t  th e y  r i d e  o v e r  and

se e  th e  b l a c k  t ro o p s  who behaved  so handsom ely  in  S m i th 's
55a t t a c k  on th e  works i n  f r o n t  o f  P e te r s b u r g .

D e s p i te  th e  b r a v e r y  o f  th e  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s ,  however, 

P e t e r s b u r g  was n o t  ta k e n .  G eneral Sm ith  f a i l e d  to  f o l lo w  up 

th e  s u c c e s s  o f  th e  d a y 's  f i g h t i n g .  He b iv o u a c k e d  f o r  th e  

n i g h t ,  d e s p i t e  a c l e a r  sky and n e a r l y  f u l l  moon. I n s t e a d  o f  

m arch ing  h i s  t r o o p s  i n t o  P e te r s b u r g ,  G enera l  Sm ith w a i t e d  f o r  

r e in f o r c e m e n ts  u n n e c e s s a r i l y ,  th e r e b y  l o s i n g  h i s  chan ce  o f 

t a k i n g  th e  c i t y ,  w hich was soon g a r r i s o n e d  w i t h  t ro o p s  

enough to  l a t e r  defy  th e  w hole  army. From 16 June  u n t i l  the  

e x p lo s io n  o f  th e  mine on 30 J u ly  th e  b l a c k  t r o o p s  p a r t i c i 

p a t e d  i n  t h e  v a r io u s  d u t i e s  o f  b u i l d i n g  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ,

• ^ O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s , S e r ie s  1 ,  Vol. XL, P t .  1, p p . 
705-706; Q u a r le s ,  Negro i n  t h e  C iv i l  W ar, p . 300.
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s k i r m i s h in g ,  p i c k e t - d u t y ,  and s h a rp - s h o o t in g .  In  a l l  t h e s e  

th e y  p e r fo rm e d  t h e i r  d u ty  c h e e r f u l l y ,  and won th e  c o n f id e n c e  

o f  th e  e n t i r e  army. T he re  were o t h e r  b l a c k  t ro o p s  a r r i v i n g  

d a i l y ,  and th e y  w ere d i s t r i b u t e d  th ro u g h  th e  N in th ,  T en th , 

and E ig h te e n th  c o rp s  i n  t h e  Army o f  t h e  Potomac and  i n  th e
C £

Army o f  t h e  Jam es.

G e n e ra l  G ran t r e g a rd e d  P e t e r s b u r g  as  th e  c i t a d e l  o f  

Richmond, and  i t s  c a p tu r e  was v e ry  im p o r ta n t  to  him.

Encamped one h u n d red  f i f t y  y a rd s  from  th e  enemy, t h e  Union 

f o r c e s  w ere  c o n f r o n te d  by a  f o r t  p r o j e c t i n g  beyond th e  

C o n f e d e r a te s '  main l i n e .  I f  t h i s  o u t l y i n g  b a s t i o n  were 

r e d u c e d ,  an  a s s a u l t  on P e t e r s b u r g  c o u ld  be la u n c h e d .  To 

a c h ie v e  t h i s  end , the. Union d e c id e d  t o  run  a  mine u n d e r  th e  

f o r t  and b low  i t  u p .  The id e a  f o r  t h e  mine came from  

C o lo n e l H enry  P l e a s a n t s  o f  th e  F o r ty - e i g h t h  P e n n s y lv a n ia  

Regim ent. C o lo n e l  P l e a s a n t s ,  a  mining, e n g in e e r  b e f o r e  th e  

w a r ,  c o n v in c e d  G en era l  B u rn s id e  and i t  was u l t i m a t e l y  

app ro v ed  by G en e ra l  G ran t .  C o lonel P l e a s a n t s '  r e g im e n t ,  

composed l a r g e l y  o f  c o a l  m in e rs  from  th e  S c h u y l k i l l  V a l le y ,  

began  work on 25 Ju n e .  S c reen ed  from  th e  enem y's  o b s e rv a 

t i o n ,  th e  r e g im e n t  worked s t e a d i l y  f o r  f i v e  w eeks, d ig g in g  a 

f i v e  h u n d red  e i g h t y - s i x  f o o t - l o n g  tu n n e l  u n d e r  th e  

u n s u s p e c t in g  C o n fe d e ra te s  and c h a rg in g  th e  mine w i th  e ig h t

James G. R a n d a l l  and David Donald, The C i v i l  War 
and  R e c o n s t r u c t io n  (B o s to n :  D. C. H ea th  & Co. , 1966) , pp.
423-24 ; Q u a r le s ,  Negro i n  t h e  C i v i l  W ar, p .  300.
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th o u sa n d  pounds o f  gunpowder. The tu n n e l  a v e ra g e d  f i v e  f e e t

i n  h e i g h t ,  was f o u r  and a  h a l f  f e e t  w ide a t  t h e  bo ttom , and

a b o u t  two f e e t  a t  t h e  t o p . I t  was v e n t i l a t e d  by an

in g e n io u s  sy s tem  whereby f i r e  in  a  chimney n e a r  the  e n t r a n c e

drew s t a l e  a i r  o u t  o f  the  tu n n e l ,  w h i l e  th e  r e s u l t i n g  vacuum

p u l l e d  f r e s h  a i r  th ro u g h  a  wooden t u b e  t h a t  r a n  along t h e

f l o o r  o f  th e  t u n n e l  from u n d e r  a d o o r  a t  th e  e n t r a n c e  t o  the
57end where th e  men were d ig g in g .

The p la n  o f  a t t a c k  c a l l e d  f o r  G enera l B u r n s id e 's  

N in th  Corps to  c h a rg e  th ro u g h  the gap  caused b y  the 

e x p lo s io n  o f  th e  m ine on 30 Ju ly .  They w ould th e n  sweep 

a lo n g  th e  enem y 's  l i n e ,  r i g h t  and l e f t ,  c l e a r i n g  away t h e  

a r t i l l e r y  and i n f a n t r y .  The c r u c i a l  q u e s t io n  was w hich o f  

t h e  fo u r  d i v i s i o n s  o f  the  N in th  C orps  would l e a d  the  a t t a c k .  

G en e ra l  Edward F e r r e r o ,  commander o f  th e  b l a c k  Fourth  

D iv i s io n ,  was in fo rm e d  t h a t  he would le a d  t h e  a s s a u l t  a f t e r  

th e  mine h ad  been  f i r e d .  He was o r d e r e d  to  d r i l l  h i s  t r o o p s  

a c c o r d in g ly .  When F e r re ro  in fo rm ed  h i s  o f f i c e r s  and men 

t h a t  th e y  had  b een  s e l e c t e d  to  l e a d  t h e  a s s a u l t ,  they 

r e c e i v e d  th e  in fo rm a t io n  w i t h  d e l i g h t .  They w ere  a l l  

p l e a s e d  w i t h  th e  compliment o f  b e in g  chosen t o  le a d  t h e  

a s s a u l t .  F or  t h r e e  weeks t h e y  d r i l l e d  w ith  a l a c r i t y  i n  t h e  

v a r io u s  movements, ch a rg in g  upon e a r th w o rk s ,  an d  w h e e l in g  by

" ^ B o a tn e r ,  C iv i l  War D i c t i o n a r y , pp. 647-48; Long , 
C i v i l  War Day by D ay , p. 54 8 .
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th e  r i g h t  and l e f t .  They a l s o  p r a c t i c e d  dep loym ent and
58o t h e r  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  e x p e c te d  o p e r a t i o n s .

On 28 J u l y ,  G en era l  George G. Meade h a d  an i n t e r v i e w  

w i th  G e n e ra l  B u rn s id e  and th e  p l a n  o f  th e  a s s a u l t  was f u l l y  

d i s c u s s e d .  G en e ra l  Meade o b j e c t e d  to  th e  b l a c k  d i v i s i o n  

l e a d in g  th e  a s s a u l t .  He f e l t  t h a t  th e  b l a c k  t r o o p s  were n o t  

s u f f i c i e n t l y  s e a s o n e d  to  l e a d  t h e  a s s a u l t  and , i f  th e  

v e n tu r e  f a i l e d ,  i t  w ould  be s a id  t h a t  th e  b l a c k s  were 

s e l e c t e d  to  l e a d  t h e  a s s a u l t  b e c a u s e  o f  r a c i s m .  But t h a t  

c o u ld  n o t  be s a i d  i f  w h i te  t r o o p s  l e d  th e  a s s a u l t .  G e n e ra l  

B u rn s id e  a rg u ed  w i t h  a l l  t h e  r e a s o n  he c o u ld  command in  

f a v o r  o f  h i s  p l a n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  th e  b la c k s  l e a d in g  th e  

a s s a u l t .  He a rg u e d  t h a t  h i s  w h i te  t ro o p s  w ere  u n f i t  f o r  

p e r fo rm in g  th e  t a s k  o f  l e a d in g  t h e  a t t a c k .  He rem inded 

G en era l  Meade t h a t  h i s  t h r e e  w h i te  d i v i s i o n s  h a d  f o r  f o r t y  

days b een  in  th e  t r e n c h e s  i n  th e  im m ediate  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  

enemy. B u r n s i d e ' s  a rgum en t,  how ever, was i n  v a i n .  The 

p la n ,  w i th  G en era l  M eade 's  o b j e c t i o n ,  was r e f e r r e d  to  

G en era l  G ran t  f o r  s e t t l e m e n t .  G e n e ra l  G ran t was th e  suprem e 

commander, b u t  G e n e ra l  Meade was i n  command o f  th e  Army o f  

th e  Potom ac. G ra n t ,  f o l lo w in g  m i l i t a r y  p r o p r i e t y ,  u p h e ld  

Commander Meade, a l th o u g h  l a t e r  i n  h i s  te s t im o n y  b e f o r e  t h e  

Committee on th e  Conduct o f  th e  War, he c o n f e s s e d  t h a t  he

"^W ilso n , The B lack  P h a la n x , p .  411.
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b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i f  B u r n s id e ' s  recom m endation  had b e e n  fo llo w e d
59t h e  a s s a u l t  w ould have  b een  s u c c e s s f u l .

I t  was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  29 th , a  few hours  

b e f o r e  th e  a s s a u l t  was made, t h a t  th e  change was made known 

t o  G eneral F e r r e r o  and h i s  men. They w ere  g r e a t l y  c h a g r in e d  

and  d i s a p p o in te d .  B u rn s id e  o r d e re d  t h e  th r e e  w h i t e  

d i v i s i o n s  to  draw s t r a w s  f o r  t h e  le a d  p o s i t i o n .  G enera l 

James H. L e d l i e ,  commander o f  th e  b a t t l e - w e a r y  F i r s t  

D iv i s io n  t h a t  was l a c k in g  i n  s t r e n g t h ,  drew th e  s h o r t  s t r a w .  

Time p e r m i t t e d  o n ly  a  b r i e f  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n ,
fidand  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  a f t e r  d a rk  on th e  n i g h t  o f  th e  2 9 th .

The e x p lo s io n  was s e t  f o r  3 :30  A.M. on 30 J u ly ,  b u t  

t h e  fu se  f a i l e d  to  work. At 4 :1 5  two b r a v e  v o l u n t e e r s  o f  

t h e  F o r ty - e i g h t h  P e n n s y lv a n ia  c raw led  i n t o  the  t u n n e l  and 

r e l i t  th e  f u s e ,  w hich had b u r n e d  ou t a t  th e  s p l i c e .  At 4 :4 5  

t h e  mine e x p lo d e d .  C o lo n e l  P l e a s a n t s '  p a r t  o f  t h e  work was 

a  com ple te  s u c c e s s  as  th e  e x p lo s io n  c r e a t e d  a c r a t e r  170 

f e e t  long , 60 to  80 f e e t  w id e ,  and 30 f e e t  deep; f o u r  

C o n fe d e ra te  com panies w ere s h a t t e r e d  b y  th e  e r u p t i o n  and 

p a r t l y  b u r i c l  i n  t h e  d e b r i s .  S im u l ta n e o u s ly  th e  Union g u n s , 

one hundred  cannon and f i f t y  m o r ta r s ,  opened  up a l l  along 

th e  l i n e ,  and  th e  F i r s t  D i v i s i o n  was o r d e r e d  to  c h a r g e .  As

59W il l ia m s ,  Negro T ro o p s  in  t h e  War o f  t h e  
R e b e l l i o n , p p . 245 -46 .

60C o rn ish ,  The S a b le  Arm, p. 275 ; Q u a r le s ,  Negro in  
th e  C iv i l  W ar, p .  301.
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th e  s o l d i e r s  moved to w ard  th e  c r a t e r ,  some f a t a l  e r r o r s

became a p p a r e n t .  These  w h i te  t r o o p s ,  worn down by th e

c o n s ta n t  cam p a ig n in g  i n  th e  weeks j u s t  p r e c e d in g  th e

a s s a u l t ,  w e re  u n p re p a re d  by any  s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g  o r  even

i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  th e  t a s k .  They d id  n o t  move p ro m p tly  enough

to  th e  a t t a c k .  They m i l l e d  a b o u t  in  c o n f u s io n  i n  th e  huge

c r a t e r .  The e lem en t o f  s u r p r i s e  was d im in is h e d  by th e

d e la y ,  and t h e  C o n fe d e ra te s  r e c o v e r e d  much more q u ic k ly  than

a n t i c i p a t e d .  As more Union t r o o p s  h e rd e d  i n t o  th e  c r a t e r
61th e y  were pounded by  C o n fe d e ra te  a r t i l l e r y .

The b la c k  d i v i s i o n  was f i n a l l y  o r d e r e d  to  c h a rg e  

i n t o  th e  c r a t e r  a t  a b o u t  7:30 a f t e r  t h e  t h r e e  v e t e r a n  w h i te  

d i v i s i o n s  h a d  been h u r l e d  b ack  i n  c o n fu s io n .  F aced  by  f i r e  

i n  f r o n t  an d  a  c r o s s f i r e  from t h e  f l a n k s ,  th e  b l a c k  t ro o p s  

moved fo rw a rd  r a p i d l y  u n t i l  t h e y  engaged  th e  enemy i n  c lo s e  

combat. Many o f  t h e i r  o f f i c e r s  w ere k i l l e d  and  th e y  

s u f f e r e d  h e a v y  c a s u a l t i e s .  A gain  and a g a in  th e y  c h a rg e d ,  

b u t  th e  C o n fe d e ra te s  h e ld  f i r m l y ,  and a f t e r  e x h i b i t i n g  g r e a t  

co u rag e  and  s u s t a i n i n g  s e v e re  c a s u a l t i e s  th e  b l a c k s  w ere  

r e c a l l e d .  The C o n fe d e ra te s  h e l d  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n .  The whole 

o p e r a t i o n  c o s t  th e  Union s id e  a lm o s t  f o u r  th o u sa n d  men. The 

F o u r th  B lack  D iv i s io n  s u f f e r e d  th e  h e a v i e s t  c a s u a l t i e s .  

C o n fe d e ra te  c a s u a l t i e s  were l i s t e d  a t  f i f t e e n  h u n d re d .  The 

second  m a jo r  f r o n t a l  a s s a u l t  on P e t e r s b u r g  h a d  f a i l e d .  In

^ B o a t n e r ,  C i v i l  War D i c t i o n a r y , p .  648; C o rn ish ,
The S ab le  Arm, p . 275 .
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t h e  a f t e r m a th ,  many c h a rg e s ,  in c lu d in g  i n e f f e c t i v e n e s s  and  

d ru n k e n n e ss ,  w ere  b a n d ie d  a b o u t .  At any r a t e ,  t h e  s u c c e s s 

f u l  m in ing  o p e r a t i o n s  ended  in  th e  f a i l u r e  o f  th e  a s s a u l t ,  

b e c a u s e  o f  C o n fe d e ra te  r e s i s t a n c e  and some Union 

i n e p t i t u d e . ^

Newspaper a c c o u n ts  o f  t h e  b la c k  t ro o p s  i n  th e  

P e t e r s b u r g  f i a s c o  w ere  d iv id e d  a lo n g  p o l i t i c a l  l i n e s .  The 

L eavenw orth  C o n s e rv a t iv e  gave c r e d i t  to  th e  b la c k  t ro o p s  f o r  

b r a v e r y  in  th e  f a c e  o f  f u r i o u s  C o n fe d e ra te  f i r e .  The Putnam 

County C o u r i e r , a  D em ocra tic  w eek ly  p u b l i s h e d  a t  Carm el, New 

York, s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  b l a c k s  h ad  f a l l e n  back  in  c o n f u s io n ,  

r e p u l s e d  and d e m o ra l iz e d .  In  h i s  te s t im o n y  b e f o r e  th e  

s e v e n te e n -d a y  c o u r t  o f  i n q u i r y ,  B u rn s id e  s t a t e d  t h a t  the  

b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  w en t i n t o  t h e  c r a t e r  l a t e ,  found i t  i n  a 

s t a t e  o f  c o n f u s io n ,  and d u r in g  t h e i r  advance th e y  w ere 

s u b je c t e d  to  p r o b a b ly  th e  h o t t e s t  f i r e  t h a t  any t r o o p s  had 

b een  s u b je c te d  to  d u r in g  th e  day. He f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  

w ould  be u n r e a s o n a b le  to  e x p e c t  them to  have  m a in ta in e d  

t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  p e r f e c t l y  a f t e r  th e  l o s s  o f  so many o f  t h e i r  

o f f i c e r s .  "They c e r t a i n l y  moved fo rw ard  as  g a l l a n t l y  u n d e r  

th e  f i r s t  f i r e  and u n t i l  t h e i r  ra n k s  w ere b roken  a s  any
£ O

t r o o p s  I  e v e r  saw i n  a c t i o n , "  B u rn s id e  r e p o r t e d .

^ O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s , S e r i e s  1, Vol. XL, P t .  1, pp. 
246 -48 ; B o a tn e r ,  C i v i l  War D i c t i o n a r y , p .  649.

^ O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s , S e r i e s  1, V ol. XL, P t .  1 , pp. 
118-19 ; C o rn ish ,  The S ab le  Arm, pp . 276-77.



104

The c r a t e r  e x p e r ie n c e  by  no means d e m o ra l iz e d  the

b la c k  s o l d i e r s  in  th e  V i r g i n i a  t h e a t e r .  At Deep Bottom,

V i r g i n i a ,  two weeks l a t e r ,  f o u r  b l a c k  re g im e n ts  in c o r p o r a t e d

i n t o  t h e  T en th  Corps d i s t i n g u i s h e d  th e m se lv e s  u n d e r  G enera l

David B irn e y ,  th e  c o rp s  commander. In  t h i s  a c t i o n  a t  Deep

Bottom from th e  14-18 A ugust 1864 , b la c k  t r o o p s  fo u g h t  th e

enemy b e h in d  h i s  i n t r e n c h m e n ts . On th e  n i g h t  o f  18 August

th e  C o n fe d e ra te s  took t h e  o f f e n s i v e  and a s s a u l t e d  G eneral

B i r n e y ’ s t r o o p s  v ig o r o u s ly ,  b u t  h i s  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  were c o o l

and d e te rm in e d ,  m e e tin g  th e  b low  w i th  c o u ra g e .  G enera l

B irn e y  r e p o r t e d  l a t e r  t h a t  h i s  b l a c k  t ro o p s  "beh av ed
64handsom ely  and were i n  f i n e  s p i r i t s . "

On 29 Septem ber 1864, G e n e ra l  B u t l e r  d i s p a tc h e d  

G en era l  B i r n e y 's  Tenth Corps and  th e  E ig h te e n th  Corps u nder  

G en e ra l  Edward Ord a c r o s s  th e  James R iv e r .  The c o u n try  

th ro u g h  which th e y  p a s s e d  was h e a v i l y  wooded and h i l l y .  The 

C o n f e d e r a te s '  o u tp o s t s  were s t r u c k  and h u r l e d  b ack  in  

c o n f u s io n .  D uring  th e  a f t e r n o o n ,  B i r n e y 's  b l a c k  d i v i s i o n  

p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  an a s s a u l t  on F o r t  G ilm er, a  C o n fe d e ra te  

e a r th w o rk  n e a r  C h a f f i n 's  farm, w hich  was u n s u c c e s s f u l .  

C o n fe d e ra te  f i r e  was f i e r c e  an d ,  w o r s t  o f  a l l ,  im m ed ia te ly  

b e f o r e  F o r t  G ilm er was a d i t c h ,  s ev en  to  t e n  f e e t  deep, 

tw ice  as  b ro a d ,  which tu rn e d  i n t o  a d e a th  t r a p .  A lthough 

th e  b l a c k  t r o o p s  a t te m p te d  to  move fo rw ard ,  s t a n d in g  on ea c h

^ O f f i c i a l  R eco rd s ,  S e r i e s  1, Vol. X L II, P t .  1, pp . 
120, 678.
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o t h e r ' s  s h o u ld e r s  t o  r e a c h  t h e  edge o f  t h e  p a r a p e t ,  r i f l e  

f i r e  a t  p o i n t - b l a n k  ra n g e  and hand  g re n a d e s  t h a t  r o l l e d  down 

among them soon f o r c e d  t h e i r  r e t r e a t .  On the f o l lo w in g  day 

a s u c c e s s f u l  a s s a u l t  was s ta g e d  a g a i n s t  F o r t  H a r r i s o n .  F o r t  

H a r r i s o n  o c c u p ie d  a  commanding p o s i t i o n  o v e r lo o k in g  th e  

James R iv e r  o n ly  a b o u t  f iv e  m i l e s  from Richmond. A 

c o n s id e r a b l e  number o f  p r i s o n e r s  and g u n s  were t a k e n ,  and 

th e  Union f l a g  was p l a n t e d  on F o r t  H a r r i s o n  by b l a c k  t ro o p s .  

The c a p tu r e  o f  F o r t  H a r r is o n  w as a g r e a t  menace t o  Richmond 

and th e  C o n f e d e r a te s  were d e te rm in e d  t o  re ta k e  i t .  On 30 

Septem ber, th e  C o n fe d e ra te s  h u r l e d  an a s s a u l t  o f  s e v e r a l  

d i v i s i o n s  a g a i n s t  F o r t  H a r r i s o n .  The b l a c k  t r o o p s  h e ld  

t h e i r  g ro u n d  and i n f l i c t e d  g r e a t  pun ishm ent upon th e  enemy, 

who was r o u t e d  and b e a t e n  o f f  w i th  s e v e r e  lo s s .  The 

p o s i t i o n  th u s  g a in e d  was h e ld  u n t i l  t h e  c lo se  o f  t h e  war. 

This tw o-day  engagem ent o r  s e r i e s  o f engagem ents  a r e  known 

as th e  b a t t l e s  o f  C h a f f i n ' s  Farm . T h i r t e e n  b l a c k  re g im e n ts  

fo u g h t a t  C h a f f i n ' s  Farm in  V i r g in i a .  A t o t a l  o f  t h i r t y -  

seven  C o n g re s s io n a l  M edals o f  Honor w e r e  awarded to  s o l d i e r s  

o f  th e s e  h a t t l e s ;  f o u r t e e n  w e n t  to  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s .

The b la c k  s o l d i e r s  saw t h e i r  s h a r e  o f a c t i o n  in  

n e a r l y  a l l  th e  m i l i t a r y  engagements a r o u n d  Richmond and 

P e te r s b u r g  d u r in g  18 6 4 . These b a t t l e s  conv inced  even  th e

65 I b i d . ,  p p .  106, 108, 133-34, 136-37; W i l l ia m s ,  
Negro T roops in  t h e  War o f t h e  R e b e l l i o n , pp. 2 5 2 -5 3 .
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r e l u c t a n t  G enera l  Benjam in F. B u t l e r  t h a t  b la c k  s o l d i e r s  

c o u ld  h a n d le  th e m se lv e s  c r e d i t a b l y  in  any k in d  o f  a c t i o n .  

G en era l  G ran t ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War S ta n to n ,  and P r e s i d e n t  

L in c o ln  were v e ry  im p re sse d  w i t h  t h e  p e rfo rm an ce  o f  t h e  

b la c k  t ro o p s  th ro u g h o u t  1864. They were so im p re sse d  w ith  

t h e i r  pe rfo rm an ce  t h a t  t h e  T w e n t y - f i f t h  Army Corps was 

o r g a n iz e d  by th e  War D ep artm en t on 3 December 1864 from  the  

b la c k  t ro o p s  o f  th e  D epartm en t o f  V i r g i n i a  and N o r th  

C a r o l in a  u nder  G en e ra l  G od frey  W e i tz e l .  T h is  became th e  

f i r s t  and o n ly  a l l - b l a c k  army c o rp s  in  American m i l i t a r y  

h i s t o r y .  By 20 O c to b e r  1864, t h e r e  were 140 b la c k  

r e g im e n ts  in  th e  Union army w i t h  a  t o t a l  s t r e n g t h  o f  

101,950 men. B lack  t ro o p s  w ere  n o t  c o n f in e d  to  i n f a n t r y  and 

a r t i l l e r y  u n i t s  a lo n e .  By O c to b e r  1864 t h e r e  were a l s o  s ix
fifib la c k  c a v a l r y  re g im e n ts  i n  t h e  Union army.

Matched by th e  r o l e  o f  th e  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  i n  th e  

V i r g i n i a  campaign was th e  w ork  o f  th e  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  f a r t h e r  

so u th .  On 15 A ugust 1864, G e n e ra l  Jo se p h  W heeler a t t a c k e d  

the  Union f o r c e s  a t  D a l to n ,  G e o rg ia .  G e n e ra l  James B. 

Steedman was th e  Union commander o f  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  w i t h  head

q u a r t e r s  a t  C h a ttan o o g a .  He d i s p a t c h e d  C o lo n e l Thomas J .  

M organ 's  d i v i s i o n ,  w hich c o n t a i n e d  th e  F o u r te e n th  B la c k  

I n f a n t r y  Regim ent, to  D a l to n .  T his  was th e  F o u r te e n th

^ O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s , S e r i e s  1, V ol. XLII, P t .  1 ,  pp. 
848-50; S e r i e s  3, V ol. IV, p .  789; C o rn ish ,  The S a b le  Arm,
p . 281. -----------------------
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R e g im e n t 's  f i r s t  combat a c t i o n .  The b l a c k  r e g im e n t  h e l d  th e

l e f t  d u r in g  t h e  engagem ent. G e n e ra l  S teedm an was a n x io u s  to

know how t h e s e  e x - s l a v e s  would b eh av e  u n d e r  f i r e ,  th u s  he

o r d e r e d  one o f  h i s  a i d e s  to  o b s e rv e  th e  b l a c k  r e g im e n t  and

r e p o r t  how i t  was f i g h t i n g .  The a id e  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  u n d e r

th e  b r a v e  and com peten t o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  F o u r te e n th  t h e

b a t t l e  l i n e s  w ere  p e r f e c t  and t h e  f i r i n g  r e g u l a r  and

e f f e c t i v e .  He f u r t h e r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he lo o k e d  on w i t h

amazement a t  th e s e  b l a c k s ,  so r e c e n t l y  f ro m  bondage , who

f o u g h t  l i k e  v e t e r a n s .  When th e  b a t t l e  was o v e r  and th e

F o u r t e e n t h  Regim ent m a rch ed  i n t o  D a l to n ,  t h e  w h i te  s o l d i e r s ,

who w e re  r e l u c t a n t  to  f i g h t  w i th  them a t  f i r s t ,  show ered

them w i th  p r a i s e .  T h is  was th e  f i r s t  m a jo r  a c t i o n  i n  w hich

b l a c k  t ro o p s  o f  the Army o f  th e  Cumberland h a d  p a r t i c i p a t e d .

T h e i r  b e h a v io r  a t  D a l to n  won th e  a d m ira t io n  and r e s p e c t  o f

th e  w h i t e  s o l d i e r s .  C o lo n e l  Morgan r e p o r t e d  l a t e r  t h a t

w ords  were in a d e q u a te  t o  d e s c r ib e  th e  g a l l a n t r y  and
6  7im p e tu o s i ty  o f  th e  b l a c k  t ro o p s  a t  D a lto n .

Having earn ed  a  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  s t e a d y  and g a l l a n t  

f i g h t i n g ,  th e  F o u r te e n th  was d i s p a tc h e d  i n  p u r s u i t  o f  th e  

r o u t e d  and d ec im a ted  t r o o p s  o f  G e n e ra l  W h ee le r  th ro u g h  E a s t  

and M idd le  T e n n essee .  On th e  m arch  and i n  camp th e  

F o u r t e e n th  e x h i b i t e d  t h e  h ig h e s t  s o l d i e r l y  q u a l i t i e s  and  

d i s p l a y e d  e n th u s ia sm  t h a t  t h e i r  w h i t e  com rades c o u ld  n o t

6 7W ill ia m s ,  N egro  Troops i n  th e  War o f  th e  
R e b e l l i o n , p .  276.
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comprehend. The b la c k  s o l d i e r  was f i g h t i n g  to  win a  new

d i g n i t y  and s e l f - r e s p e c t ,  and f o r  an America in  w hich

h i s  c h i l d r e n  w ould  have  g r e a t e r  l i b e r t i e s  and
68r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

On 27 Septem ber 1864, th e  F o u r te e n th  j o in e d  G enera l  

L o v e l l  H. R ousseau , commander o f  a f o r c e  o f  c a v a l r y  a t  

P u l a s k i ,  T e n n e sse e ,  w here i t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  

th e  C o n fe d e ra te s  u n d e r  G e n e ra l  Nathan B. F o r r e s t .  Rousseau 

had been  d r iv e n  a l l  day, and  h i s  c a v a l r y  was e x h a u s te d ;  b u t  

F o r r e s t  met a  s te a d y  and e f f e c t i v e  f i r e  from th e  b l a c k  

i n f a n t r y .  A f t e r  t e s t i n g  t h e  Union l i n e  and f in d in g  i t  

u n y ie ld in g ,  he r e c o i l e d ,  t u r n e d  to  th e  e a s t ,  and s t r u c k  o v e r  

tow ard M u rf re e sb o ro .  T h is  was c o n s id e re d  a  g r e a t  v i c t o r y  

f o r  th e  F o u r te e n th  D iv i s io n  b e c a u se  th e y  had  s to o d  f a c e  to  

fa c e  w i th  a t r iu m p h a n t  f o r c e  o f  S o u th e rn  c a v a l r y  and s to p p e d  

t h e i r  p r o g r e s s .  They h ad  done what R o u s se a u 's  v e t e r a n s  

co u ld  n o t  do. C o lone l Morgan and th e  F o u r te e n th  r e t u r n e d  to  

C h a ttanooga  a f t e r  h i s  b a t t l e  and e a g e r ly  a w a i te d  a n o th e r

-  69ass ig n m e n t .

One o f  th e  im p o r ta n t  engagem ents o f  1864 was th e  

B a t t l e  o f  N a s h v i l l e .  In  e a r l y  December t h e  C o n fe d e ra te  Army 

o f  T en n essee ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a b o u t  f o r t y - f o u r  th o u sa n d  men

68W il l ia m s ,  Negro Troops in  t h e  War o f  th e  
R e b e l l i o n , p .  276.

69 I b i d . ,  p .  277; W ilso n ,  The B lack  P h a lan x ,  pp .
298-99.
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and  commanded by G e n e ra l  John B. Hood, encamped on th e  

o u t s k i r t s  o f  N a s h v i l l e .  They p r e p a r e d  f o r  an  a t t a c k  on th e  

U nion f o r c e s  which G en era l  W il l ia m  T. Sherman had l e f t  

b e h in d  when he s t a r t e d  h i s  m arch  to  t h e  s e a .  The Army o f  

t h e  Cumberland, commanded by G e n e ra l  George H. Thomas, was 

o r d e r e d  to  t a k e  th e  i n i t i a t i v e  by a t t a c k i n g  t h e  C o n fed e ra te  

f o r c e s  a t  N a s h v i l l e .  The b r ig a d e s  s e l e c t e d  by  G enera l 

Thomas f o r  t h e  o p e n in g  a t t a c k  c o n s i s t e d  a lm o s t  e n t i r e l y  o f  

b l a c k s  u n d e r  th e  command o f  G e n e ra l  James B. Steedman.

B la c k  t ro o p s  were ex p o sed  to  s e v e re  f i r e  from  c lo s e - r a n g e  

a r t i l l e r y  d u r in g  t h e  b a t t l e .  F o r  two f u l l  days in  b a t t l e  

t h e  b la c k  t ro o p s  b eh av ed  w i th  g r e a t  c o u ra g e .  H ood's v e t e r a n  

army was b e a t e n  and d e m o ra l iz e d .  E ig h t  b l a c k  r e g im e n t s - - t h e  

T w e lf th ,  T h i r t e e n t h ,  F o u r te e n th ,  S i x t e e n t h ,  S e v e n te e n th ,  

E ig h te e n th ,  F o r t y - f o u r t h ,  and One H u n d re d th - -p la y e d  a v i t a l  

r o l e  in  t h e  Union v i c t o r y .  When t h i s  tw o-day e n c o u n te r  

en d e d ,  one o f  the  C o n fe d e ra te  a rm ies  was c o m p le te ly  

d e s t r o y e d .  G eneral Steedman, a  p ro m in e n t  B r e c k in r id g e  

Democrat b e f o r e  th e  w ar ,  was f r a n k  i n  h i s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  

t h e  r o l e  o f  th e  b l a c k  r e g im e n ts .  He p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  most 

o f  h i s  l o s s e s  were b l a c k  t r o o p s  and t h a t  t h e  s e v e re  l o s s  

among the  b l a c k  t r o o p s  was b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  b r i l l i a n t  charge  

on th e  enem y 's  works on O verton  H i l l .  He f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  

t h a t  he was unab le  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  c o l o r  made any
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d i f f e r e n c e  in  t h e  f i g h t i n g  o f  h i s  t r o o p s .  A l l ,  w h i te  and

b la c k ,  n o b ly  d id  t h e i r  d u ty  as  s o l d i e r s . ^

B lack  s o l d i e r s  won an e n v ia b l e  r e p u t a t i o n  by t h e i r

s tu b b o rn  f i g h t i n g  w i th  th e  Army o f  t h e  F r o n t i e r  under

G en era l  James G. B lu n t ,  G en e ra l  John M. S c h o f ie ld ,  and

G enera l  F r e d e r i c k  S t e e l e .  They b a t t l e d  r e p e a t e d l y  a g a i n s t

G enera l  N athan  B. F o r r e s t  i n  T ennessee  and M i s s i s s i p p i .  At

Wolf R iv e r  B r id g e ,  T e n n essee ,  th e  Second I n f a n t r y  Regiment

o f  West T en n essee  was f o rm a l ly  commended by i t s  commander.

Nine b l a c k  re g im e n ts  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  r e d u c in g  F o r t  B la k e ly

in  th e  f i n a l  a s s a u l t  on M ob ile .  B lack  r e g im e n ts  a l s o

fo u g h t  e x t e n s i v e l y  i n  F l o r i d a ,  G e o rg ia ,  South C a r o l in a ,  and
71N orth  C a r o l in a  d u r in g  th e  l a s t  y e a r  o f  th e  w ar.

I n  th e  f i n a l  f o u r  months o f  t h e  w ar, a s  W ill iam  T. 

Sherman advanced i n  th e  C a r o l in a s  and U ly sses  S. G rant 

hammered h a r d e r  a t  Richmond, b la c k s  c o n t in u e d  t o  p e rfo rm  

t h e i r  d u t i e s  w e l l  as  s o l d i e r s .  D uring  th e  w i n t e r  o f  1864-65 

t w e n t y - f i v e  r e g im e n ts  o f  b l a c k  t r o o p s  w ere c o n c e n t r a t e d  on 

th e  James R iv e r ,  c o n f r o n t in g  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  c a p i t a l .  By 

t h i s  tim e th e  b l a c k  t ro o p s  had a  r e p u t a t i o n  t h a t  was 

r e s p e c t e d  i n  b o th  a rm ie s .  On 23 March 1865, P r e s i d e n t  

L in c o ln  l e f t  W ashing ton  t o  rev iew  th e  b la c k  s o l d i e r s  on th e  

James R iv e r .  A cco rd in g  to  George W il l ia m s ,  t h e  rev iew  was

^ O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s , S e r i e s  1, Vol. XLV, P t .  1, p .  
508; Q u a r le s ,  Negro In  th e  C i v i l  W ar, p p . 306-11 .

^ C o r n i s h ,  The S a b le  Arm, p p . 265-66.
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one o f  th e  most m a g n i f i c e n t  m i l i t a r y  s p e c t a c l e s  o f  th e  C iv i l

War. T w e n ty -f iv e  th o u sa n d  b la c k  s o l d i e r s ,  in  b r i g h t  new

u n ifo rm s ,  w e l l  d r i l l e d ,  w e l l  arm ed, and w e l l  commanded,

p a s s e d  i n  rev iew  b e f o r e  th e  P r e s i d e n t ,  G en e ra l  G ra n t ,  and

t h e  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  Armies o f  t h e  James a n d  Potomac.

P r e s i d e n t  L in c o ln  was d e e p ly  moved a t  t h e  s ig h t  o f  th e se

b l a c k  t r o o p s ,  a g a i n s t  whose employment h e  had e a r l i e r  and

e a r n e s t l y  p r o t e s t e d .  The e n t i r e  re v ie w  made a deep

im p re s s io n  upon t h e  thousands  o f  w h i te  s o l d i e r s  a n d  m i l i t a r y

c h i e f s  who w i tn e s s e d  i t ,  and th e y  were v e r y  voca l i n  t h e i r
72p r a i s e  o f  th e  b l a c k  comrades in  a rm s.

The p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  employment o f  b l a c k  t ro o p s  

among c o n s e r v a t iv e  members of C ongress  h a d  a lm ost d i s 

a p p e a re d  by 1865. M oreover, t h e r e  was now a movement in  

C ongress  to  make amends f o r  the b a d  t r e a t m e n t  and n e g l e c t  

w hich  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  had  s u f f e r e d .  A c c o rd in g ly ,  on 31 

J a n u a ry  1865, a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment p r o h i b i t i n g  s la v e ry  

was p ro p o se d  by C o n g re ss .  The news o f  t h i s  a c t io n  had  

s a l u t a r y  e f f e c t  upon th e  b lack  t r o o p s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  They 

h a d  begun to  see  some o f  the  re w a rd s  o f  t h e i r  v a l o r  as 

s o l d i e r s . 73

On 6 F e b ru a ry  1865, G en era l  R o b er t  E. Lee was 

a p p o in t e d  g e n e r a l - i n - c h i e f  o f  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  army. The

72W il l i a m s , Negro Troops i n  th e  War o f th e  
R e b e l l i o n , pp . 291-93 .

73Ibid., p. 291.
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C o n fed e racy  was a lm o s t  a  y e a r  b e h in d  th e  Union government i n  

c o n f e r r i n g  u n i f i e d  command. Among th e  many new f e a t u r e s  

w h ic h  G en e ra l  Lee im m e d ia te ly  s o u g h t  to  i n c o r p o r a t e  in  h i s  

w ar  p o l i c y  was th e  m i l i t a r y  employment o f  b la c k s  by  the 

C o n fe d e ra te  governm ent. He h ad  e x p e r i e n c e d  the  e x c e l l e n t  

f i g h t i n g  o f  b la c k  t r o o p s  i n  t h e  Union army and u rg e d  the 

m i l i t a r y  employment o f  b la c k s  to  h e lp  sav e  th e  C onfederacy . 

On 20 F e b ru a ry  the  C o n fe d e ra te  House p a s s e d  a b i l l  

a u t h o r i z i n g  th e  employment o f  b l a c k s  as s o l d i e r s ,  b u t  the 

S e n a te  p ro m p tly  r e j e c t e d  th e  m e a su re .  The movement, how

e v e r ,  f i n a l l y  r e c e iv e d  th e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  C o n fe d e ra te  

governm ent on 20 March 1865. Though a few b la c k  t ro o p s  w e re  

r e c r u i t e d ,  none a c t u a l l y  s e rv e d  i n  b a t t l e  b e c a u se  th e  

C o n fe d e ra te  g o v e rn m e n t 's  a p p r o v a l  o f  th e  employment o f  b l a c k
7  /

s o l d i e r s  was p a s se d  on t h e  eve o f  t h e i r  s u r r e n d e r .

By e a r l y  1865, t h e  o n ly  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  c o u ld  have a  

b e a r i n g  upon th e  main outcome o f  th e  war w ere  th o s e  in  

V i r g i n i a  and  th e  C a r o l i n a s .  O nly  b l i n d  hope e x i s t e d  in  t h e  

S o u th  a t  t h i s  t im e . P r e s i d e n t  D avis  made i t  known to  

P r e s i d e n t  L in c o ln  on 12 J a n u a ry  t h a t  he was w i l l i n g  to  open 

n e g o t i a t i o n s  i f  th ey  w ould  b r i n g  peace  t o  b o th  c o u n t r i e s .

B ut t o  L in c o ln  th e r e  was one c o u n t r y .  D e s p i te  t h i s  

d i s a g r e e m e n t ,  a c o n fe re n c e  was h e l d  on 3 F e b ru a ry  between

^ I b i d .  , pp. 291 -93 ; O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s ,  S e r i e s  4, 
V o l. I l l ,  p p .  1012-13; S e r i e s  1 ,  Vol. XLVI, P t .  3 ,  pp. 
1356-57 .
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L in c o ln  and Seward f o r  t h e  Union an d  V ic e - P r e s id e n t  

A le x a n d e r  S te p h e n s ,  R. M. T. H u n te r ,  and John  A. Campbell 

f o r  t h e  C o n fed e racy .  V arious  m a t t e r s  were d i s c u s s e d ,  b u t  

t h e  c o n fe re n c e  a d jo u rn e d  w i th o u t  r e a c h in g  an ag reem en t.  The 

m a jo r  p o in t  o f  d is a g re e m e n t  was L i n c o l n ' s  i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  

th e  C o n fe d e ra te  a rm ie s  be d isb a n d e d .  But t h e  C o nfederacy  

s t i l l  demanded in d ep en d en ce  as a  n a t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e r e  c o u ld  

be  p e a c e .  ^

In  t h e  m eantim e, G enera l Sherman c o n t in u e d  h i s  

advancem ent th ro u g h  t h e  C a ro l in a s  a im in g  f o r  a  j u n c t i o n  w i th  

G ra n t  in  V i r g i n i a .  On 17 F e b ru a ry  Columbia, t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  

S ou th  C a r o l in a ,  was t a k e n .  C h a r l e s to n ,  known to  many as  the  

b i r t h p l a c e  o f  s e c e s s i o n ,  was now c o m p le te ly  c u t  o f f  and 

o c c u p ie d  on th e  1 8 th  w i th o u t  a f i g h t .  G e n e ra l  S c h o f ie ld  

to o k  W ilm ing ton , N o r th  C a ro l in a ,  a n d  on 22 F e b ru a ry  G en e ra l  

Lee r e i n s t a t e d  G en era l  Joseph  E. J o h n s to n .  G e n e ra l  J o h n s to n  

was now a s s ig n e d  th e  t a s k  o f  s to p p i n g  S h e rm a n 's  advance 

th ro u g h  th e  C a r o l i n a s .  B lack s o l d i e r s  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  t h e  

s u c c e s s  o f  G e n e ra l  S herm an 's  a rm ie s  as  th e y  sw ept i n t o  

Savannah and th e n  n o r th w a rd .  The f i r s t  Union t ro o p s  to  

m arch i n t o  t h e  c i t y  o f  C h a r le s to n  a f t e r  i t s  f a l l  in c lu d e d  

th e  T w e n t y - f i r s t  B lack  I n f a n t r y ,  fo l lo w e d  soon  a f t e r w a r d  by

^ R a n d a l l  and Donald, C i v i l  War and R e c o n s t r u c t io n ,  
pp . 523-24 .
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d e ta c h m e n ts  o f  the F i f t y - f o u r t h  and F i f t y - f i f t h
76M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Regim ents .

G e n e ra l  Sherman e n c o u n te re d  a p ro b le m  as  he advanced  

th ro u g h  t h e  South t h a t  h i s  m e t ic u lo u s  p l a n n in g  had n o t  f o r e 

s e e n .  At e v e r y  encampment f lo c k s  o f  b l a c k s  a p p e a re d .  The 

com ing o f  S herm an 's  army was s p re a d  by b l a c k  ru n n e rs  

t r a v e l i n g  d u r in g  th e  n i g h t  from p l a n t a t i o n  t o  p l a n t a t i o n .  

G e n e ra l  Sherman in fo rm ed  them t h a t  th e y  w ould  slow down h i s  

l i n e  o f  m a rc h  and d r a i n  h i s  army o f  n eed ed  fo o d  and 

s u p p l i e s .  He f u r t h e r  in fo rm ed  them t h a t  U nion tr iu m p h  on 

t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  would r e s u l t  i n  t h e i r  f reed o m  and i n s i s t e d  

t h a t  they  r e m a in  on t h e  p l a n t a t i o n s .  Some t h i r t y - f i v e  

th o u sa n d  b l a c k s  ig n o r e d  his. a d v ic e .  Why w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  end 

o f  t h e  war f o r  freedom  when th e y  c o u ld  have  i t  r i g h t  away 

by s im p ly  a t t a c h i n g  th e m se lv e s  to  t h e  army? I t  was h a r d  to  

t u r n  them b a c k  as t h e y  begged to  s t a y .  B ut t h e s e  b l a c k s  who 

j o i n e d  Sherman were n o t  c o n f in e d  to  t h e  r e c e i v i n g  en d . From 

t h e  very  b e g in n in g  t h e y  gave i n c a l c u l a b l e  a s s i s t a n c e  as 

Sherman a s to u n d e d  h i s  fo es  by h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  move s i x t y - f i v e  

th o u s a n d  t r o o p s ,  l o a d e d  army wagons and h e a v y  a r t i l l e r y  a t  a 

p a c e  a v e r a g in g  ten  m i l e s  a day i n  s p i t e  o f  r a in - s o g g e d

r o a d s ,  f l o o d e d  lo w la n d s ,  dense swamps, s w o l le n  s t r e a m s ,  and
77i n t e r s e c t i n g  r i v e r s .

^ I b i d . , p .  523 ; C o rn ish ,  The S ab le  Arm, p .  282; 
Q u a r l e s , N eg ro  in  t h e  C i v i l  War, pp"! 326-27 .

^ Q u a r l e s ,  N egro in  th e  C i v i l  War, p p .  316-19 .
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A f t e r  a  c o n fe re n c e  on 27-28 March on th e  R iv e r  Queen 

i n  th e  James R iv e r  a t  C i ty  P o in t  w i th  P r e s i d e n t  L in c o ln ,  

G e n e ra ls  Sherman, S h e r id a n ,  Meade, and Ord, G ran t lau n ch ed  

h i s  f i n a l  o f f e n s i v e  cam paign. G en era l  L e e 's  long  l i n e  in  

d e fe n se  o f  Richmond was now so t h i n l y  manned t h a t  a  b re a k  

was i n e v i t a b l e ,  w h i le  G ran t  was s t r e n g th e n e d  by th e  a r r i v a l  

o f  G enera l  S h e r id a n ,  who had  s h i f t e d  h i s  army sou thw ard  from  

W in c h e s te r  and j o i n e d  t h e  Army o f  th e  Potomac. The a l l 

b l a c k  T w e n t y - f i f t h  C orps , u n d er  t h e  command o f  G en e ra l  

G odfrey W e i t z e l ,  was a l s o  moved t o  Richmond. In  t h e  l a s t  

im p o r ta n t  b a t t l e  o f  th e  w ar a t  F iv e  Forks  on 1 A p r i l ,  L e e 's  

army was overw helm ed and v ig o ro u s  a s s a u l t s  upon th e

C o n fe d e ra te  l i n e s  c o v e r in g  P e te r s b u r g  fo l lo w e d  i n  w hich
78l a r g e  numbers o f  C o n fe d e ra te s  w ere  tak en  p r i s o n e r s .

On t h e  f o l lo w in g  day, G en era l  Lee gave th e  o r d e r  f o r

th e  e v a c u a t io n  o f  P e t e r s b u r g .  I t  was now o b v io u s  t h a t

P e t e r s b u r g  was u n te n a b le  and t h a t  Richmond w ould a l s o  f a l l .  

Union f o r c e s  moved i n  and  to o k  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  c i t y  the  

n e x t  day. P r e s i d e n t  D avis  was a t t e n d i n g  s e r v i c e s  i n  S t .  

P a u l ' s  Church i n  Richmond when he  r e c e iv e d  news o f  t h e  f a l l  

o f  P e t e r s b u r g .  W ith h i s  c a b in e t  and governm ent, he  q u ic k ly  

b egan  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  l e a v i n g  th e  c a p i t a l  c i t y .  I t  was now 

a  m a t t e r  o f  r e t r e a t  and p u r s u i t  by Lee and G ran t .  I n  th e  

c l o s i n g  cam paign o f  t h e  w ar ,  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  c o n t in u e d  to

78 W ilso n ,  The B la c k  P h a la n x , pp . 4 4 5 -4 6 ;  R a n d a ll  and
Donald, C i v i l  War and R e c o n s t r u c t io n , p . 525.
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p e r fo rm  t h e i r  d u t i e s  w e l l .  B lack  t ro o p s  o f  th e  F i f t h

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  C a v a lry  w ere  th e  f i r s t  s o l d i e r s  to  e n t e r

Richmond a f t e r  i t s  f a l l  on 3 A p r i l ,  fo l lo w e d  c l o s e l y  by th e

T w e n t y - f i f t h  Army C orps ,  t h e  a l l - b l a c k  c o rp s  o f  t h i r t y - t w o

re g im e n ts .  The f a l l  o f  Richmond evoked r e j o i c i n g  in  th e

N o r th ,  f o r  th e  s u r r e n d e r  o f  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  c a p i t a l  c l e a r l y
79m arked  th e  dea th b lo w  to  t h e  C onfederacy .

G en e ra l  Lee managed h i s  escap e  w e l l ,  g e t t i n g  away

w i t h  n e a r l y  a l l  h i s  a r t i l l e r y .  G ran t f e a r e d  t h a t  Lee m igh t

e s c a p e  i n t o  N orth  C a r o l i n a  and j o i n  G en e ra l  J o h n s to n .  Some

o f  t h e  m ost r a p id  movement o f  th e  war now o c c u r r e d .  B lack

t r o o p s  p e rfo rm ed  b r a v e l y  i n  a l l  th e  c o n f l i c t s ,  s k i r m i s h e s ,

r e a r - g u a r d  a c t i o n s ,  and sudden e n c o u n te r s  a t  c r o s s r o a d s  and

b r id g e s  in  w hich th e y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  d u r in g  th e  c l o s i n g  weeks

o f  t h e  w ar. I t  does n o t  come w i th in  th e  scope o f  t h i s  work

to  d e s c r ib e  th e  movements and s t r a t e g i e s  o f  th e  Union and

C o n fe d e ra te  f o r c e s  i n  t h i s  f i n a l  a c t i o n .

When th e  C o n fed e racy  had  been  d e f e a t e d  and th e  w ar

was o v e r ,  more th an  t h i r t y  b la c k  re g im e n ts  ( n e a r l y  a l l  t h e

T w e n t y - f i f t h  Corps) w ere t r a n s f e r r e d  to  t h e  D epartm ent o f

T exas  f o r  d u ty  a lo n g  th e  Rio Grande, to  g iv e  f o r c e  to  S t a t e
80D epartm en t p r o t e s t s  a g a i n s t  F rench  i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  M exico.

79 C o rn ish ,  The S a b le  Arm, p . 282; Q u a r le s ,  Negro in  
th e  C iv i l  W ar, p . 332.

80F r e d e r i c k  H. D yer, A Compendium o f  th e  War o f  th e  
R e b e l l i o n ,  2 v o ls .  (D ay ton . O h io : M o m in g s id e  B ookshop,
l 9 o 8 ) ,  2 :1 7 2 0 -4 0 .
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More th an  186 ,000  b la c k  men se rv e d  a s  s o l d i e r s  in

the  Union army. They w ere c r u c i a l  to  th e  whole U nion  war

e f f o r t .  These men fo u g h t  i n  449 engagem en ts ,  o f  w h ic h  39

were m a jo r  b a t t l e s .  A p p ro x im a te ly  37,300 b l a c k  s o l d i e r s

l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s  w h i le  s e r v in g  i n  th e  Union army. S ev en teen

b la c k  s o l d i e r s  w ere awarded C o n g re s s io n a l  Medals o f  Honor.

T estim ony  to  th e  m a r t i a l  v a l o r  o f  b la c k  s o l d i e r s  came from

f r i e n d s  a s  w e l l  as enem ies .  They d i s a p p o in t e d  t h e i r  enemies

and s u r p r i s e d  t h e i r  f r i e n d s .  They e x h i b i t e d  the h i g h e s t

q u a l i t i e s  o f  s o l d i e r s h i p  a t  P o r t  Hudson, M i l l i k e n ' s  Bend,

O lu s te e ,  C h a f f i n 's  Farm, F o r t  W agner, Moscow B r id g e ,  and
81many o t h e r  engagem ents too  num erous to  m en tio n .

To m easure t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  b la c k  s o l d i e r  to  

Union v i c t o r y  in  t h e  C i v i l  War in v o lv e s  m ore than c o u n t in g  

C o n g re s s io n a l  Medals o f  Honor, c a s u a l t i e s ,  and l i s t i n g  

engagem ents . A c tu a l  combat t a k e s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  p a r t  o f  

a  s o l d i e r ' s  tim e and e n e rg y .  By and  l a r g e ,  b lack  s o l d i e r s  

s h a re d  e v e ry  k in d  o f  s o l d i e r ' s  d u ty  w ith  t h e i r  w h i t e  

com rades. They g u a rd ed  p r i s o n e r s ,  p r e p a re d  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  

e s c o r t e d  wagon t r a i n s ,  p a ra d e d  f o r  v i s i t i n g  d i g n i t a r i e s ,  

w orked, and d r i l l e d .  W hatever d u t i e s  th e y  p e r fo rm e d ,  b la c k  

s o l d i e r s  resp o n d ed  to  th e  Union c a l l  when w a r  w e a r in e s s  and 

a n t i - b l a c k  f e e l i n g  w ere  a t  h ig h  t i d e  in  t h e  North. D esp ite  

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  in  pay  and d u ty ,  and  th e  c o n s ta n t  t h r e a t  o f

^ O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s , S e r i e s  3 ,  Vol. V, p. 6 6 1 ;  
M cPherson, N e g ro 's  C i v i l  W ar, p .  237.
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d e a th  o r  r e t u r n  to  s l a v e r y  i f  c a p tu r e d ,  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  d id
82n o t  d e s e r t  i n  a b n o rm a lly  l a r g e  num bers.

Q u a r l e s ,  Negro i n  th e  C i v i l  W ar, pp. 2 2 9 -3 2 .  For 
a  com ple te  l i s t  o f  a l l  b l a c k  se rv icem en  awarded t h e  
C o n g re s s io n a l  Medal o f  Honor, s e e  Appendix  B.



CHAPTER IV

BLACK SAILORS IN THE UNION NAVY

W hile b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  were f i g h t i n g  c r e d i t a b l y  f o r  

Union s u r v i v a l  on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d ,  b l a c k  s a i l o r s  were a l s o  

p e r fo rm in g  t h e i r  d u t i e s  e f f e c t i v e l y  d u r in g  b a t t l e  a c t i o n .

The r o l e  o f  th e  Union navy  i n  d e te r m in in g  th e  outcome o f  the  

C i v i l  War h as  lo n g  b een  r e c o g n iz e d  as  d e c i s i v e .  B lacks  

c o n s t i t u t e d  some tw e n t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  n a v a l  

p e r s o n n e l ,  th e y  behaved  w e l l ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  w i t h  co n sp icu o u s  

g a l l a n t r y  u n d e r  f i r e .  T h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  

te rm s o f  in fo r m a t io n  c o n c e rn in g  t h e  enem y's p o t e n t i a l ,  

d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and  t e r r a i n ,  was i n v a l u a b l e .

U n lik e  th e  army, th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  Navy d id  n o t  

f o l lo w  a  J im  Crow p o l i c y .  T hroughou t i t s  h i s t o r y ,  th e  navy 

had  p e r m i t t e d  f r e e  b la c k s  to  e n l i s t .  In  th e  s e v e n te e n th  

c e n tu r y ,  b l a c k s  w ere w id e ly  em ployed on p r i v a t e e r s ,  t r a d i n g  

v e s s e l s ,  and f i s h i n g  b o a t s .  Some o f  th e  m ost d i s t i n g u i s h e d  

f i g u r e s  i n  b l a c k  h i s t o r y  d u r in g  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  and n i n e 

t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s  e a rn e d  t h e i r  l i v e l i h o o d s ,  a t  some p o i n t  in  

t h e i r  c a r e e r s ,  by  a  m a r i t im e  o c c u p a t io n .  B la c k s  were n o t  

uncommon i n  th e  C o n t in e n ta l  and s t a t e  n a v ie s  d u r in g  t h e  

R e v o lu t io n a r y  War, and th e y  p la y e d  a  c o n sp ic u o u s  p a r t  i n  the

119
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n a v a l  f i g h t i n g  o f  t h e  War o f  1812. T hroughout th e  p r e - C i v i l  

War p e r io d ,  m a r i t im e  p u r s u i t s  form ed one o f  th e  m ost 

im p o r ta n t  t y p e s  o f  employment f o r  b l a c k s . ^

When th e  C i v i l  War s t a r t e d  t h e r e  w ere  many f r e e  

b l a c k s  in  t h e  navy, and in  Septem ber 1861 th e  navy a d o p ted  

a p o l i c y  o f  e n l i s t i n g  form er s l a v e s .  B ecause  o f  a  s h o r ta g e  

o f  men d u r in g  th e  e n t i r e  war, th e  navy e n c o u ra g e d  th e  b la c k s  

to  j o i n .  They re sp o n d ed  w e l l  and  e v e n t u a l l y  29 ,511  jo in e d  

th e  Union f l e e t .  I n  a d d i t i o n  to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  b la c k s  

t r a d i t i o n a l l y  had fo l lo w e d  th e  s e a ,  o t h e r  f o r c e s  l e d  many to  

j o i n  th e  n a v y  d u r in g  th e  C iv i l  War. S in c e  b la c k s  w ere  n o t  

a l lo w e d  to  e n l i s t  i n  th e  Union army u n t i l  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  

1862, the  n a v y  was t h e  on ly  way t h a t  th e y  c o u ld  g e t  in v o lv e d  

i n  th e  war. S eco n d ly , from th e  v e ry  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  war, 

f u g i t i v e  s l a v e s  f lo c k e d  in  l a r g e  numbers t o  Union v e s s e l s  

a f t e r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  w ere r e f u s e d  by th e  Union army. 

Commanding n a v a l  o f f i c e r s  in fo rm ed  S e c r e t a r y  o f  Navy Gideon 

W e lle s  o f  t h i s  a c t i o n  and s u g g e s te d  t h a t  t h e  b la c k s  b e  

employed. S e c r e t a r y  W elles  r e p l i e d  t h a t ,  w h i le  i t  was n o t  

th e  p o l i c y  o f  th e  governm ent to  i n v i t e  o r  en co u rag e  s la v e  

d e s e r t i o n s ,  y e t  u n d e r  th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  t h e r e  was no o th e r  

c o u r s e  to t a k e  w i th o u t  v i o l a t i n g  e v e ry  p r i n c i p l e  o f

■^Herbert A p th e k e r ,  "The Negro in  t h e  Union N avy,"  
J o u r n a l  o f  N egro H i s to r y  32 ( A p r i l  1 9 4 7 ) :1 6 9 -7 0 .
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hum an ity .  To r e t u r n  t h e  f u g i t i v e s  would be i m p o l i t i c  a s  
2

w e l l  a s  c r u e l .

B lack s  c o n t in u e d  to  f l o c k  to  t h e  Union v e s s e l s  i n  

l a r g e  num bers. On 25 Septem ber 1861, t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  Navy 

d e c l a r e d  t h a t  h i s  d e p a r tm e n t h a d  found i t  n e c e s s a r y  to  ad o p t  

a r e g u l a t i o n  w i th  r e s p e c t  to  t h e  l a r g e  and i n c r e a s i n g  number 

o f  b la c k s  who h ad  e n t e r e d  th e  navy  y a rd s  and b o a rd e d  Union 

s h ip s .  W elle s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  b la c k s  c o u ld  n e i t h e r  be 

e x p e l l e d  from  th e  s e r v i c e  to  w h ich  th e y  had r e s o r t e d ,  n o r  

c o u ld  th e y  be m a in ta in e d  unemployed, b u t  i t  was n o t  p r o p e r  

t h a t  th e y  s h o u ld  be co m p elled  to  r e n d e r  n e c e s s a r y  and 

r e g u l a r  s e r v i c e s  w i t h o u t  a s t a t e d  co m p en sa tio n . He, 

t h e r e f o r e ,  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  e n l i s t m e n t  o f  f u g i t i v e s  when t h e i r  

s e r v i c e s  c o u ld  b e  made u s e f u l .  They w ould be e n l i s t e d  i n  

t h e  navy  u n d e r  th e  same forms and  r e g u l a t i o n  as  t h e  o t h e r  

e n l i s t m e n t s .  S e c r e t a r y  W elles  f u r t h e r  s t a t e d ,  how ever, t h a t  

th e  f u g i t i v e s  w ould n o t  be a l lo w e d  h i g h e r  r a t i n g s  th a n  a  boy 

o r  a p p r e n t i c e  ( t h i s  was amended i n  December 1862) a t  a
3

com pensa tion  o f  t e n  d o l l a r s  p e r  month and one r a t i o n  a day .

The c o n d i t i o n s  i n  th e  n av y  were more a t t r a c t i v e  to  

th e  b la c k s  t h a n  th o se  i n  th e  arm y. In  O c to b e r  1861, t h e  

Army o f  th e  D epartm en t o f  V i r g i n i a  o r d e re d  t h a t  a l l

2
O f f i c i a l  R eco rds  o f  t h e  Union and C o n fe d e ra te  

N av ies  i n  t h e  War o f  t h e  R e b e l l i o n , 30 v o l s .  (W ashing ton : 
Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1 8 9 7 ) ,  S e r i e s  1, V o l. VI, p p .  
8 - 1 0 .

3I b i d . , pp . 81 , 85-86 , 9 5 , 107, 113-14 , 252.
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c o n tra b a n d s  em ployed as s e r v a n t s  by o f f i c e r s  o r  o th e r s  w ould 

r e c e iv e  e i g h t  d o l l a r s  p e r  month ( f o u r  d o l l a r s  f o r  women), 

and t h a t  a l l  o t h e r  b la c k s  u n d e r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  th e  

t r o o p s ,  n o t  employed as s e r v a n t s ,  w ould  be im m ed ia te ly  p u t  

t o  work, i n  e i t h e r  t h e  e n g i n e e r ' s  o r  q u a r t e r m a s t e r ' s 

d e p a r tm e n ts .  Boys from  tw e lv e  to  e ig h t e e n  w ould r e c e iv e  

f i v e  d o l l a r s  p e r  month and a b l e - b o d ie d  men t e n  d o l l a r s  p l u s  

r a t i o n s .  The fo rm er  r e c e iv e d  o n ly  one d o l l a r  a month in  

a c t u a l  c a sh ,  th e  l a t t e r  two d o l l a r s ,  w h i le  th e  re m a in d e r  

w ent to  th e  d e p a r tm e n ts  to  pay  f o r  c l o t h i n g  and to  h e lp  

s u p p o r t  women, c h i l d r e n ,  and th e  d i s a b l e d .  I t  i s  u n d e r 

s ta n d a b le  why a  c o n s id e r a b l e  number o f  b la c k s  s e rv e d  i n  th e  

nav y , w here th e y  r e c e i v e d  t e n  d o l l a r s  a  month, w ere e n t i t l e d  

to  a l l  p r i v i l e g e s  on th e  s h ip ,  and had  a b s o lu t e  c o n t r o l  o f  

t h e i r  e a r n i n g s .  T h is  was a  s t r o n g  i n c e n t i v e  f o r  them to  

p r e f e r  th e  s e a  to  t h e  la n d  s e r v i c e , when th e  l a t t e r  o n ly  

r e a l i z e d  two d o l l a r s  p e r  month. A n o th e r  i n c e n t i v e  f o r  

f u g i t i v e  s l a v e s  to  s e rv e  i n  th e  Union navy was th e  f a c t  t h a t  

th e y  were l i a b l e  f o r  v e ry  h a r s h  t r e a tm e n t  i f  c a p tu r e d .  But 

i t  was v e ry  r a r e  f o r  a  Union s h ip  t o  be  c a p tu r e d  by th e  

C o n fe d e ra c y .^

Throughout t h e  war t h e  navy s u f f e r e d  from  a c h r o n ic  

and s e r io u s  s h o r t a g e  o f  manpower b e c a u s e  o f  s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s  

i n  a d d i t i o n  to  th e  enormous e x p a n s io n  from a t o t a l  o f

^A p th ek er ,  "Negro i n  th e  Union Navy," p .  176.
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76 v e s s l e s  i n  March 1860 to  671 v e s s e l s  in  December 1861. 

From 1861 to  1865 a  t o t a l  o f  1,059 v e s s e l s  w ere  commissioned 

b y  th e  n a v y .  E n l i s tm e n t  i n  th e  navy , u n l i k e  t h a t  i n  th e  

army, c a r r i e d  no b oun ty  paym ent. The d r a f t  a l s o  made men 

s u b j e c t  to  th e  army, b u t  n o t  th e  nav y . Serv icem en i n  the 

n avy  were n o t  c r e d i t e d  to  t h e i r  community o r  s t a t e  d r a f t  

q u o ta s ,  w h ich  c r e a t e d  a s e r i o u s  i n h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  e n l i s t 

m ent i n  t h e  n av y . S ince  b la c k s  d id  n o t  r e c e i v e  b o u n t i e s  f o r  

army e n l i s t m e n t  and were n o t  s u b je c t  to  th e  d r a f t  u n t i l  the 

l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  w ar, t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  a d v e r s e ly  a f f e c t e d  

t h e  w i l l i n g n e s s  o f  w h i te s  t o  j o i n  t h e  navy b u t  had n o  e f f e c t  

on th e  b l a c k s .  These c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  fo rc e d  t h e  navy 

to  en courage  th e  e n l i s tm e n t  o f  b l a c k s ,  and p ro b a b ly  

a c c o u n te d  p a r t i a l l y  f o r  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  f a v o r a b l e  c o n d i t io n s  

u n d e r  w hich th e  b la c k s  s e r v e d .  Anxious to  a t t r a c t  b l a c k  

r e c r u i t s  and  to  have  them r e - e n l i s t  when t h e i r  terms
5

e x p i r e d ,  t h e  navy ten d ed  to  t r e a t  them  f a i r l y  w e l l .

B ecause o f  an u r g e n t  r e q u e s t ,  t h e  army tu rn e d  over 

a  c o n s id e r a b le  number o f  b l a c k s  to  t h e  navy. As e a r l y  as 

t h e  summer o f  1862, S e c r e t a r y  o f  War Edwin S ta n to n  o rd e re d  

G en e ra l  John  A. D ix a t  F o r t r e s s  Monroe to  t u r n  over t o  the 

n avy  such c o n t ra b a n d s  as he may s e l e c t  f o r  n a v a l  s e r v i c e .  

Twice d u r in g  th e  month o f  J a n u a ry  1863, S e c r e t a r y  W e lle s

^Benjam in Q u a r le s ,  The Negro i n  the  C i v i l  War 
(B o s to n :  L i t t l e ,  Brown & C o . ,  1959), p .  229; O f f i c i a l
R ecords N a v ie s , S e r i e s  2, V o l.  I ,  pp . 15-23; A p th e k e r ,
"N egro  in  th e  Union Navy," p p .  177-78.
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a p p e a le d  to  S e c r e t a r y  S ta n to n  to  l e t  him h av e  up to  f o u r  

th o u sa n d  f u g i t i v e  s l a v e s .  C o n s id e ra b le  num bers were 

t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e r e a f t e r  f ro m  th e  arm y to  th e  n av y .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  th e  navy  made w h a t  was c a l l e d  e n l i s t m e n t  l a n d in g s  

in  w hich  n a v a l  o f f i c e r s  w e n t  a s h o re  and e n l i s t e d
g

c o n t r a b a n d s .

S e g re g a t io n  and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  were a t  a minimum in  

the  n a v y .  B lack s  were m essed  and q u a r t e r e d  i n  common w i th  

o th e r  s a i l o r s ,  many were f r e q u e n t l y  o f  s u p e r i o r  rank  t o  

f e l lo w  w h i te  crewmen. However, w i t h  the  e n l i s t m e n t  o f  

th o u san d s  o f  f u g i t i v e  s l a v e s  a c e r t a i n  amount o f  d i s c r i m i n a 

to ry  p r a c t i c e  p r e v a i l e d ,  b u t  much l e s s  th an  t h a t  w hich  

g e n e r a l l y  p r e v a i l e d  in  t h e  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  and army d u r in g  

t h i s  p e r i o d .  R e g u la t io n s  c lo s e d  c e r t a i n  p o s i t i o n s  to  

b l a c k s ,  b u t  th e y  were n o t  s t r i c t l y  e n fo rc e d .  C o n trab an d s  

were o f t e n  employed in  t a s k s  n o r m a l ly  r e q u i r e d  o f  men h av in g  

a h i g h e r  r a t i n g  th an  t h a t  a c c o rd e d  them. The u se  o f  c o n t r a 

bands a s  p i l o t s  was commonly p r a c t i c e d .  In  1863 A dm ira l 

Samuel F . DuPont w ro te  to  S e c r e t a r y  W elles in fo rm in g  h im  

t h a t  he  had  added  some c o n t r a b a n d  p i l o t s  and  a u t h o r i z e d  

payment a t  t h i r t y  to  f o r t y  d o l l a r s  p e r  month. He f u r t h e r  

s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  b la c k s  w e re  s k i l l f u l  and co m p e ten t .  B la c k s  

were, how ever, u se d  in  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  num bers in  u n h e a l th y  

and d an g e ro u s  w ork. Some o f  th e  w h i t e  o f f i c e r s  were more

£
O f f i c i a l  Records N av ies ,  S e r i e s  1, V o l .  V II,  p .

632; XIV, p . 401; XXIV, p .  545; X I I I ,  p . 209.
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p r e j u d i c e d  th a n  o t h e r s  tow ard  th e  b l a c k s .  Some b e l i e v e d  

t h a t  b l a c k s  c o u ld  p e r fo r m  b e t t e r  th a n  w h i te s  i n  th e  h o t  

s o u th e r n  sun  and w ere  l e s s  p ro n e  to  d i s e a s e s ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  

o n ly  b l a c k s  were u s e d  under  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s . 7

B a t t l e  c a s u a l t y  s ta te m e n ts  r e v e a l  t h a t  b l a c k s  w ere  

k i l l e d ,  c a p tu r e d  and wounded i n  a c t i o n  abo ard  a t  l e a s t  

f o r t y - n i n e  d i f f e r e n t  n a v a l  v e s s e l s .  The f i r s t  r e c o rd e d  

b la c k  n a v a l  c a s u a l t i e s  were t h e  d e a th s ,  i n  a c t i o n ,  o f  R o b e r t  

McKinsey and R obert  W i l l i n g e r  on 31 J a n u a ry  1862, aboard  t h e  

K eystone  S t a t e  n e a r  C h a r l e s to n ,  South  C a r o l in a ,  w h i le  th e  

l a s t  w ere  th e  d e a th s  i n  a c t i o n  o f  G. D. Andrew and  James 

G len, a b o a rd  th e  A l th e a  in  M obile  Bay, Alabama, on 12 A p r i l  

1865. I t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  a b o u t  t h r e e  th o u sa n d  Union b l a c k
g

s a i l o r s  d ie d  from d i s e a s e  and enemy a c t i o n  d u r in g  th e  w ar.

B lack s  h e ld  a l l  ran k s  i n  th e  navy  e x c e p t  p e t t y  

o f f i c e r .  The t e c h n i c a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  p i l o t ,  i n  many r e s p e c t s ,  

was e q u i v a l e n t  to  t h a t  o f  a com m issioned o f f i c e r .  B lacks  

were p a r t i c u l a r l y  num erous a b o a rd  g u n b o a ts .  A few Union 

v e s s l e s  w ere  manned b y  a  p re d o m in a n tly  b la c k  crew . The 

gunboat G l i d e , l o s t  a t  C airo  i n  F e b ru a ry  1863, was r e p o r t e d  

to  have  had  a  crew o f  t h i r t y - e i g h t  o f  w hich  t h i r t y  were 

c o n t r a b a n d s .  When S te p p in g  S to n es  co n d u c ted  o p e r a t i o n  i n  

M attox  C reek , V i r g i n i a ,  in  March 1865, o n ly  two o f  i t s  c rew

7I b i d . , Vol. X X III ,  p .  619; XXV, pp. 3 2 7 -38 ; XI, 
pp. 9 0 -9 1 ;  X I I ,  p .  338 ; XIX, p .  599; XIV, p . 251 .

^A ptheker,  "N egro  in  t h e  Union Navy," p .  181.
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o f  t h i r t y  w ere  w h i te .  F i f t e e n  b l a c k  s a i l o r s  o f  v a r io u s  

r a t i n g s  s e r v e d  on the  U nion v e s s e l  K e a rsa rg e  d u r in g  t h e  

engagement w i th  th e  d a r i n g  C o n fe d e ra te  A labam a. In  t h i s  

h i s t o r i c  d u e l  in  which t h e  famed Alabama w en t  down, Joach im  

P e a se ,  a  b l a c k  crewman on  th e  K e a r s a r g e , won th e
Q

C o n g re s s io n a l  Medal o f  H onor.

The u n iq u e  and i n e s t i m a b l e  v a lu e  o f  t h e  b la c k  s a i l o r  

to  the  Union navy was h i s  a c q u a in ta n c e  w i th  t h e  enemy and 

th e  t e r r a i n .  I n fo rm a t io n  a s  to  t h e  l o c a t i o n ,  s t r e n g t h ,  

d i s p o s i t i o n ,  movements a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  enemy, b o th  o f  

l a n d  and n a v a l  f o r c e s ,  was s u p p l i e d  by b l a c k s  to  a l l  

e c h e lo n s  o f  th e  Union command. I t  i s  im p o s s ib le  to  s tu d y  

th e  th o u sa n d s  o f  f i r s t h a n d  r e p o r t s  from n a v a l  o f f i c e r s  w i th 

o u t  c o n c lu d in g  t h a t  th e  g r e a t e s t  s i n g l e  s o u rc e  o f  m i l i t a r y  

and n a v a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on a t a c t i c a l  l e v e l ,  

f o r  th e  Union government was th e  b l a c k  man. C o n s id e r in g  th e  

c r u c i a l  im p o r ta n c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e rn in g  th e  enemy f o r  

any s u c c e s s f u l  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n ,  i t  may b e  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  

th e s e  th o u sa n d s  o f  w i l l i n g  e a g e r  s c o u t s ,  s p i e s ,  g u id e s ,  

p i l o t s ,  an d  in fo rm e rs ,  a v a i l a b l e  o n ly  to  t h e  Union f o r c e s ,  

c o n s t i t u t e d  a  m ajor s o u rc e  o f  s u p e r i o r i t y  f o r  the  Union 

f o r c e s  as  opposed  to  t h e i r  e n e m y .^

^O f f i c i a l  Records N a v ie s , S e r i e s  1, V ol. X X III ,  p .  
639; XXIV, p p .  308-309; Q u a r le s ,  N egro in  t h e  C iv i l  War, pp. 
230-31 . — ---------------------------------

^ O f f i c i a l  Records N a v ie s ,  S e r i e s  1 , V ol. X I I ,  p .
353; XIII',- p p . 257-58.
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B la c k s ,  b o th  e n l i s t e d  and c i v i l i a n ,  a l s o  p ro v id e d  

th e  Union navy w i t h  in fo r m a t io n  m aking p o s s i b l e  th e  

d e s t r u c t i o n  o r  c a p t u r e  o f  v a l u a b l e  s t o r e s  o f  s u g a r ,  r i c e ,  

c o t to n ,  c o m  and s a l t ,  as  w e l l  a s  f o r  th e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o r  

c a p tu r e  o f  e n t i r e  v e s s e l s .  On 5 J a n u a ry  1865, a  f u g i t i v e  

s la v e  came to  th e  W innebago, i n  M obile  Bay, and  in fo rm ed  i t s  

commander o f  th e  l o c a t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  enemy s lo o p s  and 

v a lu a b le  s t o r e s ,  w i th o u t  armed g u a rd s .  The commander 

p ro m p tly  d i s p a tc h e d  an e x p e d i t i o n  w hich  r e t u r n e d  w i th  fo u r  

c a p tu r e d  v e s s e l s  an d  much m a t e r i a l ,  and r e p o r t e d  th e y  met no 

o p p o s i t i o n .  ^

F a v o ra b le  comments on th e  b e h a v io r  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  

groups o f  b la c k s  a r e  num erous. R e p o r t in g  on a  s u c c e s s f u l  

r a i d  upon a C o n fe d e ra te  s te a m e r  i n  Suwanee R iv e r ,  South 

C a r o l in a ,  on 25 March 1864, Commander A. W. Weaver p r a i s e d  

th e  co n d u c t  o f  h i s  o f f i c e r s  and  men, s p e c i f i c a l l y  th e  

c o n d u c t  o f  f i v e  b l a c k  s a i l o r s  who h a d  behaved  ad m ira b ly  

u nder  f i r e .  A n o th e r  d a r in g  a d v e n tu r e  in  November 1862, 

c u lm in a t in g  i n  t h e  k id n a p p in g  o f  a  postm an w i t h  much 

o f f i c i a l  m a il  d e s t i n e d  f o r  C h a r l e s to n ,  S ou th  C a r o l in a ,  was 

a cco m p lish ed  by a  w h i te  p e t t y  o f f i c e r  and t h r e e  unnamed 

e n l i s t e d  c o n t r a b a n d s .  A f i e r c e  h a n d - to -h a n d  e n c o u n te r  t h a t  

marked t h e  s u r p r i s e  b o a rd in g  and s u b se q u e n t  c a p tu r e  o f  the  

USS W ater  W itch i n  Ossabaw Sound, S ou th  C a r o l in a ,  in  June

^■*Tbid. , I I ,  pp . 516-17 ; XV, p .  410; V I, p p .
113-14 ; XXV, pp . 4 5 2 -5 6 .
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1864, l e f t  o n ly  one Union s u r v iv o r .  This  lo n e  s u r v i v o r  was

a c o n tra b a n d  nam ed P e t e r  M cIntosh who managed to  e s c a p e .

A ccord ing  to  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  Adm iral J .  A. D ah lg ren  to  t h e

S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Navy, i t  was h i s  e sc a p e  and th e  w a rn in g s  he
12th en  gave t h a t  s a v ed  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  Union v e s s e l s .

Of t h e  th o u san d s  o f  s la v e s  who e s c a p e d  and came in t o  

th e  Union n av y  th e  most s p e c t a c u l a r  was R o b e r t  Sm alls  and 

h i s  p a r t y .  U n p a r a l l e l e d  f o r  a u d a c i ty ,  S m a l l ' s  f e a t  was 

c a r e f u l l y  p l a n n e d  and b r i l l i a n t l y  e x e c u te d .  R obert S m alls  

was b o m  in  B e a u f o r t  County, South  C a r o l in a ,  i n  1839, th e  

son o f  a J e w ish  f a t h e r  and a b la c k  m other.  H is  f a t h e r  was a 

s a i lm a k e r  and r i g g e r  o f  s c h o o n e rs ,  s lo o p s ,  and o t h e r  s h i p s ,  

and S m alls  l e a r n e d  the  s a i l m a k e r ' s  t r a d e  a t  an e a r l y  age  

and l a t e r  became a m a s te r  r i g g e r .  He h e lp e d  h i s  f a t h e r  in  

d e l i v e r i n g  b o a t s  to  t h e i r  owners on p l a n t a t i o n s  and i n  towns 

and l a r g e  c i t i e s ,  and from  e x p e r ie n c e  he g a in e d  v a l u a b l e  

knowledge o f  t h e  s h o a ls  and  c u r r e n t s  o f  th e  w a te r s  i n  th e  

C h a r le s to n  a r e a .  When F o r t  Sumter was f i r e d  on i n  A p r i l  

1861, Smalls w as  p r e s s e d  i n t o  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  s e r v i c e  and  

i n s t a l l e d  as p i l o t  on t h e  C o n fe d e ra te  t r a n s p o r t ,  th e  

P l a n t e r , w i th  a  b la c k  crew  u nder  him  and two w h ite  o f f i c e r s  

as  h i s  s u p e r i o r s .  He s u c c e s s f u l l y  p e rsu a d e d  th e  b l a c k  crew 

to  f l e e  w i th  h im  in  th e  hope o f  becom ing f r e e .  On t h e  n i g h t  

o f  12 May 1862, th e  w h ite  o f f i c e r s  i n  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  P l a n t e r

12Ibid. , XIII, pp. 430-33.
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s p e n t  th e  n i g h t  in  t h e  c i t y  o f  C h a r le s to n ,  as was t h e i r

h a b i t  once o r  tw ic e  a week, f o r  r e c r e a t i o n .  S h o r t ly  a f t e r

t h e  w h ite  o f f i c e r s  h a d  d e p a r t e d ,  S m alls  and h i s  crew p la c e d

t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  and b e lo n g in g s  on th e  b o a t  and e a r l y  t h e  n ex t

m orning s t a r t e d  o u t  o f  the  h a r b o r  w i th  th e  s e i z e d  P l a n t e r .

S m a lls  d e l i v e r e d  th e  P l a n t e r  t o  th e  Union navy and

s a i d ,  " I  th o u g h t  t h e  P l a n t e r  m ight be o f  some u se  to  Uncle

A be."  The P l a n t e r  was a t h r e e  hundred  to n ,  s id e - w h e e l ,

w o o d -b u rn in g ,  armed s te a m e r .  At th e  t im e  i t  was h e a v i l y

lo a d e d  w i th  m u n i t io n s  o f  w ar ,  food, and  o t h e r  s u p p l i e s .  The

P l a n t e r  and i t s  c a rg o  were v a lu e d  a t  n i n e  th o u sa n d  d o l l a r s .

So s p e c t a c u l a r  was S m a l l 's  e x p l o i t  t h a t  th e  commanding

o f f i c e r  s e n t  a f u l l  r e p o r t  t o  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  Navy and

recommended t h a t  S m a lls  and h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  be g iv e n  p r i z e

money f o r  t h e  P l a n t e r . With u n u su a l  sp e e d ,  th e  S e n a te  p assed

a b i l l  a u t h o r i z in g  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Navy to  have th e

P l a n t e r  a p p r a i s e d  an d  g ive  o n e - h a l f  o f  th e  a p p r a i s e d  v a lu e

to  Smalls an d  the  o t h e r  members o f  h i s  crew. W ith in  a

month, th e  House p a s s e d  th e  m easure an d  P r e s i d e n t  L in c o ln

s ig n e d  i t .  Sm alls a n d  h i s  c re w  were a l s o  i n v i t e d  to
14W ashington t o  meet P r e s i d e n t  L in c o ln .

^ R o b e r t  E. G reene, B la c k  D efen d ers  o f  A m erica : 
1775-1793 (C hicago: Johnson P u b l i s h in g  Co., I n c . ,  1 9 7 4 ) ,pTirr—

14O f f i c i a l  R ecords N a v i e s , S e r i e s  1, V ol. X I I ,  pp. 
821-25 ; Q u a r le s ,  N egro in  t h e  C i v i l  W ar, pp. 71-74; James M. 
McPherson, The N e g r o 's  C i v i l  War: How American N egroes F e l t
and Acted D uring  t h e  War f o r  t h e  Union (New York: Random
House, 1 9 6 5 ) ,  pp. 1 5 4 -5 7 .
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More im p o r ta n t  to  th e  n a v a l  command than  t h e  guns 

a n d  o th e r  s u p p l i e s  o f  th e  P l a n t e r  was S m a l l ' s  i n t i m a t e  

knowledge o f  th e  i n t r i c a c i e s  o f  the  Sea I s l a n d  c o a s t a l  

w a t e r s .  The i n f o r m a t io n  f u r n i s h e d  by S m a lls  was so  n o t e 

w o r th y  t h a t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Navy, i n  h i s  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  

t o  P r e s id e n t  L in c o ln ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  made p o s s i b l e  th e  

c a p tu r e  o f  S to n o .  The s e iz u r e  o f  Stono I n l e t  and r i v e r  

s e c u re d  an im p o r ta n t  b a se  f o r  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s .  Sm alls 

s e r v e d  as p i l o t  o f  t h e  P l a n t e r  and o t h e r  v e s s e l s  o p e r a t i n g  

a lo n g  the  S o u th  C a r o l in a  c o a s t l i n e  d u r in g  th e  r e s t  o f  the  

w a r .  Many s o u th e r n  b la c k s  s e r v e d  as p i l o t s  a lo n g  t h e  South 

C a r o l in a  and  G eorg ia  c o a s t l i n e  b ecau se  n a v i g a t i n g  t h e s e

s in u o u s  c h a n n e ls  r e q u i r e d  th e  s k i l l  and  knowledge t h a t  came
15o n l y  from y e a r s  o f  e x p e r ie n c e .

N ine Union i r o n c la d s  u n d e r  F la g  O f f i c e r  Samuel 

DuPont w ent i n t o  C h a r le s to n  H a rb o r  and a t t a c k e d  F o r t  Sumter 

on 7 A p r i l  1863, ab o u t  a y e a r  a f t e r  S m a lls  had e s c a p e d  to  

freedom . The Keokuk, one o f  t h e  U n io n 's  i r o n c l a d s ,  was 

s t r u c k  n i n e t y - f i v e  t im es  b e f o r e  i t  sank  t o  the  b o t to m .

D u rin g  th e  b a t t l e ,  Sm alls  e n jo y e d  a d i s t i n c t i o n  t h a t  had 

n e v e r  been b e s to w e d  upon a b l a c k  A m e r ic a n - - th a t  o f  b e in g  one 

o f  th e  p i l o t s  d u r in g  th e  f i g h t .  He re m a in ed  a t  t h i s  p o s t  

d u r in g  the  b a t t l e  u n t i l  th e  s h i p  went down. When t h e  Union 

f l a g  was a g a i n  r a i s e d  over F o r t  Sumter i n  A p r i l  18 6 5 , the

^ Q u a r l e s ,  Negro in  t h e  C iv i l  W ar, pp. 9 1 -9 3 ;  
McPherson, N e g ro 's  C i v i l  War, p p .  154-58.
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P l a n t e r , w i th  S m a lls  as p i l o t ,  b ro u g h t  more th a n  two 

th o u sa n d  b la c k s  t o  th e  cerem ony.

W il l ia m  T i l lm a n ,  a  b l a c k  man, p e r fo rm e d  a n o th e r  

s p e c t a c u l a r  n a v a l  e x p l o i t  an d  became one o f  th e  f i r s t  

a u t h e n t i c  n o r t h e r n  war h e r o e s .  He was a  s te w a rd  and cook 

ab o a rd  t h e  s c h o o n e r  S. J .  W a r in g . The S . J .  W aring was a 

v e s s e l  o f  t h r e e  h u n d re d  to n s  bound in  e a r l y  J u ly  1861 f o r  

South  A m erica from  New York w i t h  an a s s o r t e d  ca rg o .  The 

sch o o n e r  was c a p t u r e d  on 7 J u l y  by t h e  d a r i n g  C o n fe d e ra te  

p r i v a t e e r ,  J e f f  D a v i s . The c a p tu r e d  W aring was d e c l a r e d  a 

p r i z e  o f  t h e  C o n fe d e ra te  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica. I t s  c a p t a i n  and 

f o u r  o f  th e  crew members w ere  ta k e n  a b o a rd  t h e  p r i v a t e e r  

w i th  o n ly  t h r e e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  crew re m a in in g  on th e  

W aring . One o f  th o s e  r e m a in in g  was th e  s t r o n g l y  b u i l t  

tw e n ty - se v e n  y e a r  o l d  W il l ia m  T il lm a n .  In  p la c e  o f  th e  f i v e  

men who w ere  rem oved, th e  J e f f  Davis s u b s t i t u t e d  a  crew o f  

f i v e  men and s e t  s a i l  f o r  t h e  p o r t  o f  C h a r le s to n ,  S ou th  

C a r o l in a .  T i l lm a n  was t o l d  t h a t  he was h e n c e f o r th  th e  

p r o p e r t y  o f  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  S t a t e s  and w ould  be s o ld  on 

a r r i v a l  a t  C h a r l e s to n  as a  s l a v e . ^

The s h ip  was w i t h i n  a  h u n d red  m i le s  o f  th e  p o r t  when 

T il lm an  d e c id e d  to  c a r r y  o u t  a  p la n  o f  a c t i o n  he had

16 Q u a r le s ,  Negro i n  t h e  C i v i l  W ar, p .  93; G reene, 
B lack  D e fe n d e r s , p .  91.

^ ^McPherson, N eg ro 1s C i v i l  W ar, p p .  153-54; ,Q uarles , 
Negro i n  th e  C i v i l  War, p p . 3 2 -3 3 .
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d e v is e d .  On 16 J u ly  n e a r  m id n ig h t ,  w h i le  t h r e e  o f  t h e  crew 

members w ere s l e e p in g ,  T il lm an  k i l l e d  them w i t h  a h a t c h e t  

and th rew  them o v e rb o a rd .  He f o r c e d  th e  r e m a in in g  two 

members to  t a k e  o rd e rs  from  him, p r o c l a im in g  h im s e l f  m a s te r  

o f  th e  v e s s e l .  With t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  two crew 

members, T i l lm a n  headed  toward New York w i th  th e  s t a r s  and 

s t r i p e s  f l y i n g  p ro u d ly .  The W arin g  a r r i v e d  a t  New York on 

Sunday, 21 J u l y ,  and T i l lm a n  was im m e d ia te ly  show ered w i th  

p r a i s e .  T i l lm a n  had l e f t  New Y ork  as  a s te w a rd  and cook, 

b u t  r e t u r n e d  as  c a p ta in  o f  the s h i p .  The s h ip  and i t s  cargo  

w ere  v a lu e d  a t  over  one hundred th o u s a n d  d o l l a r s .  The 

F e d e r a l  Government l a t e r  awarded T i l lm a n  t h e  sum o f  s i x  

th o u sa n d  d o l l a r s  as p r i z e  money f o r  th e  c a p tu r e  o f  t h e  

v e s s e l .

B e fo re  th e  e x c i te m e n t  o v e r  t h e  W aring i n c i d e n t  had 

d ie d  down, a n o th e r  b l a c k  seam an 'w as making th e  news. H is 

name was Jaco b  G a r r ic k ,  a  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r  o l d  s te w a rd  o f  

t h e  E n c h a n t r e s s . On 29 June  1861, t h e  E n c h a n tre s s  l e f t  

B os ton  e n r o u te  to  Cuba w i t h  an a s s o r t e d  c a rg o .  I t  was a l s o  

s e i z e d  by th e  C o n fe d e ra te  J e f f  D a v is  on 22 J u l y ,  s h o r t l y  

a f t e r  th e  c a p t u r e  o f  t h e  W aring. The e n t i r e  crew o f  th e  

E n c h a n t r e s s , e x c e p t  G a r r i c k ,  was rem oved. A p r i z e  crew  took 

o v e r  th e  s h ip  and s e t  s a i l  fo r  C h a r l e s to n .  The c a p t a i n  o f  

th e  p r i z e  crew  had t a k e n  th e  p r e c a u t i o n  o f  p r o v id in g  h im s e l f

■J Q
Q u a r le s ,  Negro i n  th e  C i v i l  War, p p .  33-34 .
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w ith  c l e a r a n c e  p a p e r s  f o r  th e  E n c h a n t r e s s , w i t h  th e

i n t e n t i o n  o f  r e p r e s e n t i n g  h i s  crew as  th e  o r i g i n a l  crew  i f

s to p p e d  by a Union war s h ip .  L a t e r  t h a t  day , the  U .S .S .

A l b a t r o s s , o f  th e  A t l a n t i c  B lo c k a d in g  Squadron, s to p p e d  th e

E n c h a n t r e s s . As t h e  A l b a t r o s s  ap p ro ach ed  and  th e  crew  o f

th e  E n c h a n t re s s  was q u e s t i o n e d ,  G a r r i c k  jumped o v e rb o a rd

s h o u t in g  t h a t  th e  v e s s e l  had  been  c a p tu r e d  by  th e  J e f f  Davis

and was e n ro u te  to  C h a r le s to n .  Jacob  G a r r i c k  was
19r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s a v in g  th e  E n c h a n t r e s s .

A nother  s p e c t a c u l a r  n a v a l  e x p l o i t  was p e rfo rm ed  by 

Mary L o u v e s t r e ,  a t r u s t e d  s l a v e .  She o v e rh e a rd  c o n v e r s a 

t i o n s  be tw een  h e r  m a s te r ,  who was an  e n g in e e r ,  and o t h e r  

h ig h  r a n k in g  C o n fe d e ra te  e n g in e e r s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  re m o d e lin g  

o f  t h e  M errim ac. One e n g in e e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  w i t h i n  a  few 

months t h e  C o n federacy  w ould have a  n a v a l  m o n s te r  t h a t  would 

blow Abe L i n c o l n ' s  navy  r i g h t  o u t  o f  th e  w a te r .  C a r ry in g  

food  to  h e r  m a s te r ,  Simeon L o u v e s t r e ,  th e  n e x t  day a t  th e  

N o r fo lk  Navy Yard, she e n t e r e d  th e  c h i e f  e n g i n e e r ' s  o f f i c e  

and saw t h e  s e c r e t  d e s ig n s  f o r  th e  i r o n c l a d  M errim ac , now 

renamed th e  V i r g i n i a . E a r ly  th e  n e x t  m orn ing  b e f o r e  anyone 

a r r i v e d  a t  th e  navy  y a rd ,  Mary went t o  th e  c h i e f  e n g i n e e r ' s  

o f f i c e  and  c o p ie d  t h e  s e c r e t  d e s ig n s .  As an e x p e r t

19I b i d . ,  p p .  34 -35 .
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s e a m s t r e s s ,  sh e  t r a c e d  t h e  d raw ings o f  th e  V i r g i n i a  

a c c u r a t e l y .

L a t e r  i n  th e  w eek, Mary a sk ed  h e r  m a s te r  i f  she

c o u ld  have p e rm is s io n  to  v i s i t  h e r  p r e v io u s  o l d  m a s te r  and

m i s t r e s s  i n  th e  v a l l e y .  Having i m p l i c i t  f a i t h  i n  Mary,

Simeon L o u v e s t r e  gave h e r  a  n o te  s t a t i n g  t h a t  sh e  was

t r a v e l i n g  w i th  h i s  p e r m is s io n .  T r a v e l in g  by  day and n i g h t ,

she l a t e r  a r r i v e d  o u t s i d e  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  and was d i r e c t e d  by

a b l a c k  t e a m s te r  to  th e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  th e  Union Lodge, a

s e c r e t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  a i d i n g  e sc a p e d  s l a v e s  and Union

s p i e s .  There  sh e  o b ta in e d  a  g u id e  who l e d  h e r  th ro u g h  th e

l i n e s  to  C e n t e r v i l l e  on t h e  Union s i d e .  T ak ing  th e  d e s ig n

a l l  t h e  way to  W ash ing ton , Mary gave th e  Union t h e  knowledge

i t  n e e d e d  to  com ple te  t h e  M o n ito r , a Union i r o n c l a d  sh ip

t h a t  o f f i c i a l s  th o u g h t  c o u ld  d e f e a t  th e  V i r g i n i a . In

W ash ing ton , she  a c c e p te d  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  from  S e c r e t a r y

W e lle s  f o r  b r a v e  and q u i c k - w i t t e d  a c t i o n .  He o f f e r e d  h e r

freedom  and  a  j o b ,  b u t  sh e  p r e f e r r e d  to  r e t u r n  home and

a w a i t  f reedom  t h e r e .  As a  v o l u n t a r y  Union sp y , she  h a s te n e d

th e  c o m p le t io n  o f  th e  M o n ito r  and th e  Union navy  was n o t

d e s t r o y e d .  Mary L o u v e s t r e  rem ains  an unsung h e r o in e  in
21Am erican h i s t o r y .

20 A lle n  F o s t e r ,  "The Woman Who Saved th e  Union 
N avy,"  Ebony, December 1977, pp . 131-32.

21I b i d . , pp. 132-35 .
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The Union n a v y  had i t s  l i s t  o f  unsung b l a c k s  who

d is c h a rg e d  t h e i r  d u t i e s  e f f e c t i v e l y  d u r in g  b a t t l e  a c t i o n ,

b u t  who d id  n o th in g  s p e c t a c u l a r  to  win o f f i c i a l  commendation.

B lacks  w ere  aboard  t h e  M onito r  i n  i t s  famed engagem ent w i t h

th e  M errim ac o r  V i r g i n i a . B la c k  s a i l o r s  f u l f i l l e d  a  v a r i e t y

o f  r o l e s  i n  th e  U nion navy. They s e rv e d  on v e s s e l s  engaged

i n  c o a s t a l  b lo c k a d e s  and  a l s o  h u n te d  down enemy p r i v a t e e r s .

On th e  d o ck s ,  b la c k  men were e q u a l l y  a c t i v e  as l a b o r e r s
22u n lo a d in g  s u p p l i e s  a n d  equ ipm en t.

Four b la c k  members o f  t h e  Union navy, how ever, 

behaved w i th  such o u t s t a n d i n g  g a l l a n t r y  t h a t  th e y  r e c e i v e d  

th e  n a t i o n ' s  most c o v e te d  aw ard , the  C o n g re s s io n a l  Medal o f  

Honor. Aaron A n d erso n ,  landsm an on th e  Wyandank, was 

awarded t h e  Medal o f  Honor f o r  b r a v e ry  w h i le  s e r v i n g  w i th  an  

e x p e d i t i o n  on M attox  Creek, V i r g i n i a ,  16-18 March 1865. He 

p a r t i c i p a t e d  w ith  a  b o a t  crew i n  th e  c l e a r i n g  o f  M attox  

Creek. Anderson c a r r i e d  o u t  h i s  d u t i e s  c o u ra g e o u s ly  in  t h e  

fa c e  o f  o p p o s in g  f i r e  which c u t  away h a l f  the  o a r s ,  p i e r c e d  

th e  la u n c h  i n  many p l a c e s ,  and  c u t  th e  b a r r e l  o f f  a  m usket 

b e in g  f i r e d  a t  th e  enemy.

A second  b l a c k  s a i l o r  t o  win t h e  C o n g re s s io n a l  M edal 

o f  Honor was R obert B la k e ,  l i s t e d  on ly  a s  " c o n tra b a n d "  who 

was a  crew member o f  t h e  M a rb le h e a d . He e n l i s t e d  i n  th e  

navy a f t e r  e s c a p in g  f ro m  a V i r g i n i a  p l a n t a t i o n .  I n  a  b i t t e r

22 Q u a r le s ,  N egro  in  t h e  C iv i l  W ar, p . 232.
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engagement w i th  C o n fe d e ra te  b a t t e r i e s  on Stono R iv e r ,  South

C a r o l in a ,  25 December 1863, B la k e ,  s e r v i n g  as  a  powder boy,

d i s p la y e d  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  c o u ra g e ,  a l a c r i t y ,  and i n t e l l i g e n c e
23i n  th e  d i s c h a r g e  o f  h i s  du ty  u n d e r  t r y i n g  c i r c u m s ta n c e s .

Jo h n  Lawson, landsman ab oard  t h e  f l a g s h i p  H a r t f o r d , 

i n  the  b a t t l e  o f  M obile  Bay, Alabama, 5 A ugust 1864, e a rn e d  

t h e  Medal o f  Honor f o r  d i s p l a y i n g  o u t s t a n d i n g  v a l o r .  Lawson 

was one o f  s i x  men s t a t i o n e d  a t  th e  s h e l l - w h i p  on th e  b e r t h  

deck who w ere  k i l l e d  o r  wounded by an enemy s h e l l .  Lawson 

was wounded i n  t h e  l e g  and th row n v i o l e n t l y  a g a i n s t  th e  s id e  

o f  the  s h i p .  Upon r e g a i n i n g  h i s  com posure, he p ro m p tly  

r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s  s t a t i o n ,  a l th o u g h  he was u rg e d  t o  go below 

f o r  t r e a tm e n t  o f  s e r i o u s  wounds. Lawson c o n t in u e d  h i s
ey t

d u t i e s  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  re m a in d e r  o f  th e  a c t i o n .

The f o u r th  b l a c k  s a i l o r  to  win t h e  Medal o f  Honor 

was Joach im  P ease .  He was aw arded th e  Medal o f  Honor f o r  

g a l l a n t r y  u n d e r  f i r e  w h i le  s e r v i n g  a b o a rd  th e  K ea rsag e  on 19 

Ju n e  1864. A c tin g  a s  lo a d e r  on th e  number two gun d u r in g  

t h e  b i t t e r  engagement a g a i n s t  t h e  C o n fe d e ra te  r a i d e r  

A labam a, o f f  Cherbourg , F ra n c e ,  P ease  e x h i b i t e d  marked 

c o o ln e s s  and  good c o n d u c t  and was h i g h l y  p r a i s e d  by h i s

2 3 O f f i c i a l  R eco rds  N a v ie s ,  S e r i e s  1, V o l. XV, pp .
191, 197.

24Ibid., XVIII, p. 179; XXI, p. 437.
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s u p e r i o r  o f f i c e r  f o r  g a l l a n t r y  u n d e r  f i r e .  In  t h i s  h i s t o r i c
25e n c o u n te r  th e  Alabama was d e s t ro y e d .

Some b l a c k  m a r in e r s  fo u g h t  on la n d  as  w e l l  as on 

sea .  The n a v a l  campaign d u r in g  th e  C i v i l  War was u n l ik e  

t h a t  o f  any o t h e r  n a v a l  campaign i n  h i s t o r y ,  b e c a u se  i t  was 

fo u g h t  l a r g e l y  i n  i n l a n d  w a te r s .  Many t im es  s a i l o r s  were 

o r d e r e d  a s h o re  to  con d u c t r a i d s  f o r  food and s u p p l i e s .

B lack  s a i l o r s  were c r u c i a l  to  th e  w hole  Union w ar e f f o r t .

W hile  more th a n  two hund red  th o u sa n d  b l a c k  Americans 

in  u n i fo r m  w ere p e r fo rm in g  t h e i r  d u t i e s  c r e d i t a b l y  on th e  

b a t t l e f i e l d  and s e a c o a s t ,  b la c k  c i v i l i a n s  w ere  n o t  n e g l e c t f u l  

o f  h o m e - f r o n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  They a l s o  p e r fo rm e d  t h e i r  

d u t i e s  c r e d i t a b l y .

25Ibid., III, pp. 67-68.



CHAPTER V

BLACKS BEHIND THE LINES

Black c i v i l i a n s  (N orth  an d  Sou th ) made many- 

n o te w o r th y  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to  t h e  Union w ar e f f o r t .  Many 

b l a c k  women w orked  in  h o s p i t a l s  and camps as  n u r s e s ,  a id e s ,  

and t e a c h e r s .  Many r a i s e d  money f o r  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  th e  men 

a t  t h e  f r o n t ,  w orked  w i t h  c o n v a le s c e n t  s o l d i e r s ,  a n d  

e s t a b l i s h e d  an d  worked w i th  r e l i e f  a g e n c ie s  f o r  e x - s l a v e s .  

Thousands o f  s l a v e s  who came w i t h i n  Union l i n e s  w o rk e d  as 

l a b o r e r s ,  co o k s ,  s e r v a n t s ,  s p i e s ,  s c o u t s ,  and g u id e s .  

N o r th e rn  b la c k  o r a t o r s  and  w r i t e r s  w ere l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  

s t r u g g l e  f o r  e m a n c ip a t io n  and e q u a l  r i g h t s  f o r  b l a c k s .  They 

w ere  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  b l a c k  

s o l d i e r s  in  t h e  Union army as w e l l  as e q u a l  t r e a t m e n t  a f t e r  

e n l i s t m e n t .  B la c k s  w ere  a ls o  v e r y  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h e  

s t r u g g l e  f o r  e d u c a t io n  and l a t e r  s u f f r a g e  f o r  b o th  t h e  

s o u th e r n  and n o r t h e r n  b la c k s .

The U nion  spy system  r e l i e d  h e a v i l y  upon in f o r m a t io n  

s u p p l i e d  by fo rm e r  s l a v e s .  A l la n  P i n k e r t o n ,  fo u n d e r  and 

c h i e f  o f  the  N a t io n a l  S e c r e t  S e r v ic e ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  found 

th e  b l a c k s  o f  i n v a l u a b l e  a s s i s t a n c e  from  t h e  v e ry  b e g in n in g

138
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o f  th e  w ar. As c h i e f  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  D e te c t iv e  Agency, a l l  

r e f u g e e s ,  d e s e r t e r s ,  and c o n tra b a n d s  who came i n t o  th e  l i n e s  

o f  th e  Army o f  t h e  Potomac were t u r n e d  o v e r  to  him f o r  a 

th o ro u g h  e x a m in a t io n  and f o r  such f u t u r e  d i s p o s i t i o n  as  he 

recommended. A f t e r  th e  e x a m in a t io n s ,  P in k e r to n  would 

com pile  h i s  f i n d i n g s  and subm it t h i s  i n f o r m a t io n  to  th e  

commanding g e n e r a l  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  day . N o r th e rn  g e n e r a l s  

f r e q u e n t l y  o b ta in e d  in fo r m a t io n  on th e  l o c a t i o n  and s i z e  o f  

enemy f o r c e s  from  c o n tra b a n d s  who h ad  e n t e r e d  Union l i n e s .  

G enera l  Abner D oubleday , commander o f  th e  m i l i t a r y  d e fe n se s  

n o r th  o f  th e  Potom ac, o r d e r e d  t h a t  f u g i t i v e  s l a v e s  s h o u ld  be 

e n co u rag ed  to  e n t e r  Union l i n e s  b e c a u s e  th e y  b ro u g h t  much 

v a lu a b le  in fo r m a t io n  w hich  co u ld  n o t  be o b t a i n e d  from any 

o t h e r  s o u r c e .^

John S c a b e l l ,  a fo rm e r  M i s s i s s i p p i  s l a v e ,  became one 

o f  A l la n  P i n k e r t o n ' s  m ost t r u s t e d  a g e n ts  f o r  th e  Army o f  th e  

Potomac. When S c o b e l l  f i r s t  came i n t o  t h e  l i n e s  he a p p e a re d  

b e f o r e  P in k e r to n  f o r  th e  cu s to m a ry  q u e s t i o n i n g .  P in k e r to n  

was v e ry  im p re s se d  w i th  S c o b e l l ' s  a l e r t  and s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  

answ ers  to  many o f  h i s  q u e s t i o n s .  He a l s o  gave an 

i n t e l l i g e n t  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  t r a v e l s  th ro u g h  th e  c o u n t ry ,  and 

was w e l l  in fo rm ed  as  to  t h e  l o c a l i t i e s  th ro u g h  w hich  he  had

■'"Allan P in k e r to n ,  The Spy o f  t h e  R e b e l l io n :  A True
H is to r y  o f  the  Spy System  o f  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  Army D uring  
th e  L a te  R e b e l l io n  (K ansas C ity :  K ansas C i ty  P u b l i s h in g  C o . ,
pp . 343-44 ; W il l ia m  L. K a tz ,  E y e w i tn e s s : The Negro in
Am erican H is to r y  (New Y ork: P itm an  P u b l i s h in g  C o rp o ra t io n ,
1971), p .  209.
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p a s s e d .  S c o b e l l  gave such  a  d e t a i l e d  and know ledgeab le

a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  t r a v e l s  and o f  w hat he h ad  seen  t h a t

P in k e r to n  d e c id e d  im m ed ia te ly  to  u se  him as a spy .

P in k e r to n  s t a t e s  t h a t  f o r  two weeks he employed S c o b e l l  i n

v a r io u s  c a p a c i t i e s  o f  m inor im p o r ta n c e ,  b u t  th o se  i n  which

s e c re c y  and l o y a l t y  w ere e s s e n t i a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  His

pe rfo rm an ce  o f  t h e s e  d u t i e s  was a l l  t h a t  c o u ld  be  d e s i r e d .

A f t e r  th e  t r i a l  and t r a i n i n g  p e r i o d ,  P in k e r to n  s e n t  S c o b e l l

to  s e v e r a l  c i t i e s  o f  V i r g i n i a  w i th  Timothy W ebster  to  t e s t
2

h i s  a b i l i t y  f o r  a c t i v e  d u t y ; h i s  pe rfo rm an ce  was s u p e r b .

S c o b e l l  was a re m a rk a b ly  g i f t e d  man. He c o u ld  s in g  

and d ance , as  w e l l  as r e a d  and  w r i t e .  He worked as  a  cook, 

l a b o r e r ,  p e d d l e r ,  and e n t e r t a i n e r  on some o f  h i s  m is s io n s .  

R e p e a te d ly  he w en t i n t o  C o n fe d e ra te  t e r r i t o r y ,  sometimes 

a lo n e ,  to  s e c u re  m i l i t a r y  in f o r m a t io n .  On one o c c a s io n  he 

made a t r i p  i n t o  f i v e  towns i n  C o n f e d e r a te -h e ld  V i r g i n i a  

which took  two w eeks. S c o b e l l  a l s o  worked w i th  M rs. H a t t i e  

Lawton on s e v e r a l  m is s io n s .  Young and b e a u t i f u l ,  no one 

s u s p e c te d  h e r  o f  b e in g  a sp y . Lawton p o sed  as a l a d y  o f  

l e i s u r e  and S c o b e l l  as  h e r  f a i t h f u l  s e r v a n t .  From th e se  

s p i e s , P in k e r to n  s e c u re d  v a l u a b l e  in fo r m a t io n  w hich  he 

s u b m i t te d  to  t h e  m i l i t a r y  h ig h  command. S c o b e l l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,

^ P in k e r to n ,  The Spy o f  th e  R e b e l l i o n , p p . 344-57.
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d e s e rv e s  a  p la c e  on th e  h o n o r  r o l l  o f  th e  C i v i l  War s p i e s
3

f o r  h i s  d a r i n g  m is s io n s  and f o r  h i s  s e r v i c e s .

George S c o t t ,  a c o n t r a b a n d ,  s e t  in  m o tio n  one o f  the 

e a r l y  b a t t l e s  o f  t h e  C i v i l  War. He was one o f  th e  e a r l i e s t  

a r r i v a l s  a t  F o r t r e s s  Monroe, e s c a p in g  from  a p l a n t a t i o n  n ea r  

Yorktown i n  May 1861. On t h e  way to  F o r t r e s s  Monroe, he 

o b se rv e d  t h a t  th e  C o n fe d e ra te s  were e n t r e n c h e d  a t  two p o in t s  

betw een  Yorktown and F o r t r e s s  Monroe. A f t e r  h i s  a r r i v a l  a t  

t h e  f o r t r e s s ,  S c o t t  r e p o r t e d  t h i s  in fo r m a t io n  to  M ajor 

Theodore W in th rop , th e  o f f i c e r  i n  c h a rg e .  W inthrop  

d i s c o v e re d  t h i s  r e p o r t  was a c c u r a t e  when S c o t t  l e d  h im  to  

t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s .  As a r e s u l t ,  W inthrop became co n v in c e d  

t h a t  th e  C o n fe d e ra te s  were p la n n in g  a s u r p r i s e  a t t a c k  

d e s ig n e d  t o  s e iz e  Newport and  Hampton. Such a  move, i f  

s u c c e s s f u l ,  would i s o l a t e  F o r t r e s s  Monroe. W inthrop  

r e p o r t e d  h i s  f i n d in g s  and o p in io n s  to  G en e ra l  Benjam in 

B u t l e r ,  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l .  B u t l e r  d e c id e d  to  s t r i k e  

t h e  f i r s t  b low  a t  B ig  B e th e l ,  b u t  he was u n a b le  to  f o r c e  the 

C o n fe d e ra te  t ro o p s  from  t h e s e  l o c a t i o n s .  However, i t  i s  

n o te w o r th y  t h a t  a c o n t ra b a n d  p la y e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  a t  

t h i s  e a r l y  d a te .

H enry  B lak e , a n o th e r  e x - s l a v e ,  f u r n i s h e d  v a l u a b l e  

i n fo r m a t io n  to  th e  command o f  G enera l Don C. B u e l l  i n

3
I b i d . ,  pp . 358-93; H a r n e t t  T. Kane, S p ie s  f o r  the  

B lu e  and Gray (New York: H anover House, 1 9 5 4 ) ,  p p . 97-101;
A l l e n  F o s t e r ,  "John S c o b e l l :  Union Spy i n  t h e  C i v i l  W ar,"
E bony , O c to b e r  1978, pp. 7 3 -8 1 .
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K entucky. B lake  s p e n t  h i s  n i g h t s  sp y in g  on C o n fe d e ra te

p o s i t i o n s  and r e p o r t i n g  h i s  f i n d i n g s  to  Union o f f i c i a l s  t h e

n e x t  day. On one o c c a s io n  B la k e ,  a f t e r  l e a r n i n g  from a

s la v e  g i r l  t h a t  h e r  m a s te r  p la n n e d  to  m eet w i t h  one o f

G en era l  B rax ton  B ra g g 's  l i e u t e n a n t s ,  c o n c e a le d  h im s e l f  in

th e  room and o v e r h e a rd  th e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  p l a n s .  T h is

in fo rm a t io n  he s e n t  to  th e  Union o f f i c i a l s .  When B la k e 's

a c t i v i t i e s  became known, th e  C o n f e d e r a te s  o f f e r e d  a rew ard
4

o f  one th o u san d  d o l l a r s  f o r  him .

Mrs. E l i z a b e t h  Van Lew, d a u g h te r  o f  a  v e ry  p ro m in en t 

Richmond f a m ily ,  became th e  b e s t  Union spy i n s i d e  th e  

C o n fe d e ra te  c a p i t a l .  D efy ing  o l d  f r i e n d s ,  and th e  c i v i l  and 

m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  she  opposed  s l a v e r y  and  th e  w ar. 

Throughout th e  war she was a d e d i c a t e d  and r e s o u r c e f u l  spy 

f o r  th e  Union. A f t e r  th e  v i c t o r i o u s  Union army a r r i v e d  in  

Richmond, one o f  G enera l  U ly sse s  S. G r a n t 's  f i r s t  v i s i t s  was 

to  h e r  home.

Among th e  s la v e s  Van Lew h a d  f r e e d  was Mary 

E l i z a b e th  Bowser. Mrs. Van Lew managed to  g e t  Bowser 

employed as  a  h o u se  s e r v a n t  o f  P r e s i d e n t  J e f f e r s o n  D av is .  

Mrs. Bowser was v e ry  i n t e l l i g e n t  and  became an e f f i c i e n t  spy 

in  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  P r e s i d e n t ' s  home. She and  h e r  fo rm er 

m i s t r e s s  met a t  i n t e r v a l s  a f t e r  d a r k  n e a r  t h e  Van Lew farm .

^Benjamin Q u a r le s ,  The N egro in  th e  C i v i l  War 
(B oston : L i t t l e ,  Brown & CoT  ̂ 19  6 9 ) , pp. 78-87 .



143

Bowser r e p o r t e d  i n t e r e s t i n g  s t o r i e s  and v i t a l  in fo r m a t io n  to  

Mrs. Van Lew w hich  she p a s s e d  on t o  Union o f f i c i a l s . ^

L ike  many commanders, G e n e ra l  George B. M c C le l la n 's  

in d e b te d n e s s  t o  b la c k s  was g r e a t  f o r  th e  in f o r m a t io n  he 

r e c e i v e d  from runaways and s p i e s .  Though h e  f i r s t  r e j e c t e d  

th e  runaw ays, h e  l a t e r  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  a s l a v e  m ight b r i n g  

i n f o r m a t io n  t h a t  co u ld  sav e  a w ho le  army. Some o f  t h e  most 

v a l u a b l e  in fo r m a t io n  M cC le llan  s e c u r e d  i n  r e g a r d  to  t h e  

p o s i t i o n ,  movement and p la n s  o f  t h e  enemy, t h e  to p o g ra p h y  o f  

th e  c o u n t r y ,  and th e  i n c l i n a t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  i n h a b i t a n t s  was 

o b t a i n e d  from c o n t r a b a n d s .^  G e n e ra l  0. M. M i tc h e l ,  

commander o f  t h e  Union f o r c e s  o c c u p y in g  n o r t h  Alabama, 

r e p o r t e d  to  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War Edwin S ta n to n  i n  1862 on th e  

im p o r ta n c e  o f  in f o r m a t io n  o b ta in e d  from c o n t r a b a n d s  and  o f  

h i s  p l a n  to  employ s l a v e s  on th e  p l a n t a t i o n s  as  s p i e s . ^

H a r r i e t  Tubman, th e  renowned u n d e rg ro u n d  r a i l r o a d  

o p e r a t o r  o f  t h e  a n te b e l lu m  y e a r s ,  worked a s  a  spy and s c o u t .  

D uring  th e  decad e  o f  t h e  f i f t i e s , Tubman h a d  made n i n e t e e n  

t r i p s  i n t o  t h e  South  b r in g i n g  o u t  o v e r  t h r e e  hundred  s l a v e s  

w o rth  o v e r  a q u a r t e r  o f  a  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  She was n e v e r

^Kane, S p ie s  f o r  th e  B lue and G ray , p p .  231-39 .
(For a  more d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s io n  o f  Mrs. E l i z a b e t h  Van Lew 's  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  s e e  C h ap te r  1 1 ) .

^ Q u a r le s ,  The Negro in  t h e  C i v i l  W ar , pp . 8 0 -8 1 .

^The War o f  t h e  R e b e l l i o n : O f f i c i a l  Records o f  th e
Union and  C o n fe d e ra te  A rm ie s , 128 v o l s .  (W a sh in g to n : 
Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1 8 8 0 -1 9 0 2 ),  S e r i e s  1, V o l.  X,
P t .  2 ,  p .  162.
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c a p tu r e d  n o r  d id  sh e  lo s e  a  s i n g l e  " p a s s e n g e r . "  No o th e r  

p e r s o n  was so s u c c e s s f u l  i n  l i b e r a t i n g  s l a v e s .  By t h e  end 

o f  t h e  1850s th e  s la v e o w n e rs  o f  M ary land  had  p o s te d  rew ards  

t o t a l i n g  f o r t y  th o u sa n d  d o l l a r s  f o r  th e  a r r e s t  o f  th e  woman 

known to  th e  s l a v e s  a s  "M o ses ."  B ecause  she  was f a m i l i a r  

w i th  t h e  South , sh e  l e d  Union r a i d s  deep i n t o  C o n fe d e ra te  

t e r r i t o r y  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  th e  w ar s t a r t e d .  As a  spy she 

a p p r a i s e d  m i l i t a r y  and  n a v a l  d e f e n s e s  o f  th e  South  and 

r e p o r t e d  on th e  l o c a t i o n  and  q u a n t i t y  o f  s u p p l i e s .  She was 

w e l l  known and r e s p e c t e d  th ro u g h o u t  th e  Union l i n e s .

G en era l  Rufus S ax to n  and o t h e r  Union g e n e r a l s  p r a i s e d  h e r  

f o r  t h e  many r a i d s  sh e  l e d  i n s i d e  t h e  enem y 's  l i n e s  i n  which 

she d i s p l a y e d  r e m a rk a b le  c o u ra g e  and s k i l l .  Some o f  th e  

g e n e r a l s  u sed  h e r  b o t h  a s  a  s c o u t  and as  a  l i a i s o n  betw een
O

th e  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  and s l a v e s  i n  th e  r a i d e d  r e g i o n s .

D isg u ise d  a s  an o ld  h o b b l in g  b l a c k  woman, Tubman

co u ld  t r a v e l  th e  i n l a n d  r o a d s  o f  t h e  S ou th  w i th o u t  b e in g

s u s p e c te d  as a Union spy . Not o n ly  d id  she  g a t h e r  in fo rm a 

t i o n  a b o u t  t ro o p  movements, p o p u l a t i o n ,  s o u rc e s  o f  s u p p l i e s ,  

and p o s i t i o n s  o f  a r t i l l e r y  b u t  sh e  a l s o  f o rm u la te d  th e

Q
Sarah  B r a d fo rd ,  H a r r i e t  Tubman: The Moses o f  Her

P eop le  (S ecau cu s , New J e r s e y :  The C i t a d e l  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 4 ) ,  pp.
138-42; J u d i t h  N i e s , Seven Women: P o r t r a i t s  from th e
Am erican R a d ic a l  T r a d i t i o n  (New York: P en g u in  Books, 1979),
pp. 3 5 -4 3 ;  James Loewenberg and  Ruth B ogin , e d s . ,  B lack
Women i n  N in e te e n th - C e n tu r y  A m erican Life;- T h e i r  W ords,
T h e ir  T h o u g h ts ,  T h e i r  F e e l in g s  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  The
P e n n s y lv a n ia  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1976),  pp . 219-21 .
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s t r a t e g y  f o r  g u e r r i l l a  r a i d s  i n t o  enemy t e r r i t o r y  to  p rom ote  

Union c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  s l a v e s .  Many o f  Mrs. Tubman's 

e x c u r s io n s  i n t o  enemy t e r r i t o r y  were made i n  company w i th  

s o l d i e r  d e t a i l s  from  C olonel James M ontgom ery 's  b la c k  

b r ig a d e ,  th e  Second South  C a r o l in a  V o lu n te e r s .  There w ere 

many d a r in g  and  s u c c e s s f u l  f o ra y s  i n t o  th e  S o u th  C a r o l in a  

i n t e r i o r ,  b u t  none was more famous th a n  th e  one up th e  

Combahee R iv e r  i n  w hich  Mrs. Tubman and  h e r  t r o o p s  s u r p r i s e d  

two C o n fe d e ra te  encampments and f r e e d  o v e r  e i g h t  h u n d red  

s l a v e s .  Such r a i d s  w ere d e v a s t a t i n g  to  th e  m o ra le  Of w h i t e  

S o u th e rn e r s ,  e m p h a s iz in g  t h e i r  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  to  Union f o r c e s  

even i n  the  deep  S o u th .  Tubman s e rv e d  in  S o u th  C a r o l in a  

from May 1862 u n t i l  t h e  end o f  the  w a r .  When th e  w ar ended  

in  1865, she was w ork ing  as  a  n u r se  o r  m atron  in  a m i l i t a r y  

h o s p i t a l .  She r e c e i v e d  l i t t l e  m on e ta ry  re w a rd  f o r  h e r  

a c c o m p lish m e n ts .  D uring  h e r  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e  i n  South  

C a r o l in a ,  she r e c e i v e d  on ly  two h u n d red  d o l l a r s  from th e  

governm ent. However, in  1897 Congress  g r a n t e d  h e r  a  tw en ty  

d o l l a r  m onth ly  p e n s io n .

One c o n t r a b a n d  who e n t e r e d  t h e  Union l i n e s  i n  

V i r g i n i a  on 3 May 1863 and c r e a t e d  much e x c i te m e n t  was 

W il l ia m  A. J a c k s o n ,  P r e s i d e n t  J e f f e r s o n  D a v i s 's  coachman. 

High r a n k in g  Union o f f i c e r s  f lo c k e d  a ro u n d  him . G en era l

9
G erda L e m e r ,  e d . , B lack  Women i n  W hite  A m e r ic a :

A Documentary H i s t o r y  (New York: Random H ouse, 1972),  p p .
6 3 -6 5 , 326-29; N ie s ,  Seven Women, p p .  52 -56 ; B ra d fo rd ,  
H a r r i e t  Tubman, pp. 136-37.
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I r v i n  McDowell, th e  commanding o f f i c e r ,  im m e d ia te ly  s e n t  f o r  

him an d  te l e g r a p h e d  in fo r m a t io n  he s e c u re d  to  W ash ing ton . 

B ecause  Jack so n  c o u ld  r e a d  and w r i t e  and was v e ry  a l e r t ,  he 

c o u ld  g iv e  th e  Union m i l i t a r y  o f f i c i a l s  v a l u a b l e  in fo rm a 

t i o n .  He r e v e a le d  th e  p la n s  and  campaign s t r a t e g i e s  he had  

o v e r h e a rd  from P r e s i d e n t  Davis and h i s  s u b o r d i n a t e s ,  as  w e l l  

as  t h e  d i s s e n s io n  t h a t  e x i s t e d  be tw een  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and 

some o f  h i s  g e n e r a l s . ^

The C i v i l  War, a  s p y -c o n s c io u s  w ar ,  saw more 

e s p io n a g e ,  in v o lv in g  more p e o p le ,  th a n  any in  o u r  h i s t o r y .  

The n a t u r e  o f  th e  war made e sp io n a g e  e a s y  to  c a r r y  on and 

d i f f i c u l t  to  s to p .  At th e  w a r ' s  b e g in n in g  n e i t h e r  Union n o r  

C o n fed eracy  had a s e c u r i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  n o r  a s e c r e t  

s e r v i c e ;  th e  n a t i o n  had  n e v e r  known one . O rg a n iz e d  i n t e l l i 

g en ce , however, g r a d u a l l y  emerged in  th e  two c a p i t a l s  and 

b l a c k s  p la y e d  a  d e c i s iv e  r o l e .  The co m p le te  s t o r y  o f  

A m erican e sp io n a g e  from 1861-65 w i l l  n e v e r  be  known. Much 

o f  i t  was n e v e r  com m itted  to  p a p e r .  N e v e r th e l e s s ,  a  g r e a t  

d e a l  o f  d a ta  i s  a v a i l a b l e .  In  t h e  O f f i c i a l  R ecords  o f  b o th  

a rm ie s  a r e  hundreds  o f  p ages  o f  c o r re sp o n d e n c e  d e a l in g  w i th  

e sp io n a g e  a c t i v i t i e s .  The b la c k s  o f  th e  South  w ere 

a c q u a in te d  w i th  th e  r o a d s ,  p a t h s ,  f o r d s ,  and o t h e r  n a t u r a l  

f e a t u r e s  o f  th e  c o u n try ;  t h u s ,  th e y  made e x c e l l e n t  g u id e s ,  

s c o u t s ,  and  s p i e s .  U n q u e s t io n a b ly  th e  c o n tra b a n d s

■^Quarles, The Negro in the Civil War, pp. 81-82.
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c o n s t i t u t e d  a p o t e n t  m i l i t a r y  and n a v a l  r e s o u r c e  f o r  th e

Union. They d e m o n s tra te d  a s  s p i e s ,  s c o u t s ,  and g u id e s  t h a t
11th e y  w ould  ru n  g r e a t  r i s k s  t o  s e rv e  t h e  Union c a u s e .

A no ther  v e r y  im p o r ta n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  b la c k s  to  t h e  

Union c a u s e  was t h e i r  l a b o r .  D uring t h e  w ar th e re  w ere  more 

th a n  two h u n d red  tho u san d  b l a c k  c i v i l i a n s  i n  the s e r v i c e  o f  

th e  Union a rm ies  a s  l a b o r e r s . By t h e  end o f  the  summer o f  

1862, t h e  Union army had come to  r e c o g n iz e  t h e  f u t i l i t y  o f  

i t s  h a n d s - o f f  p o l i c y  tow ard b la c k s  and  d e c id e d  to  h i r e  and 

u t i l i z e  f u l l y  t h e i r  l a b o r .  B lack  l a b o r  was in d i s p e n s a b le  i n  

e v e ry  d e p a r tm e n t .  On 30 March 1862, G e n e ra l  Ambrose Burn

s id e  a p p o in te d  V in c e n t  C o y le r  as  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  th e  Poor 

f o r  th e  D epartm ent o f  N orth  C a r o l in a ,  and a u th o r iz e d  him to  

employ f i v e  th o u sa n d  b la c k  l a b o r e r s . In  t h e  D epartm ent o f  

T e n n e sse e ,  th e  l a b o r  o f  th o u sa n d s  o f  c o n tra b a n d s  was s u p e r 

v i s e d  by John E a to n .  The commanding o f f i c e r  o f  th e  Army o f

th e  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  G enera l W il l ia m  S. R o s e c ra n s ,  a l s o  made
12e f f e c t i v e  m i l i t a r y  u se  o f  c o n t r a b a n d s .

B lack s  pe rfo rm ed  a  v a r i e t y  o f  d u t i e s  as l a b o r e r s .  

A ccord ing  to  Bobby L. L o v e t t ,  some s e v e n ty - tw o  hundred  

l a b o r e r s  i n  T ennessee  worked on th e  c o m p le t io n  of t h e

^ K a n e ,  S p ie s  f o r  t h e  Blue and G ray , pp. 11 -16 ; 
O f f i c i a l  R eco rd s ,  S e r i e s  2, V ol. IV, p p .  150 , 894-97; Vol.
V, pp. 98', 103, 148, 216, 322 , 373, 4 80 , 522; Vol. V I, pp. 
13, 18, 26 , 29, 141; S e r ie s  3 ,  Vol. I ,  p .  367 .

■ ^ O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s , S e r i e s  1 , V ol. X V III, p .  675; 
V ol. XXII, pp . 724-25; S e r i e s  3, V ol. IV, p p .  893-94.
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N o r th w e s te rn  R a i l r o a d  which h a d  been s t a r t e d  by

C o n f e d e r a te s .  The r a i l r o a d  r a n  s e v e n t y - f i v e  m i le s  from

N a s h v i l l e  to  J o h n s o n v i l l e , T en n essee .  T h is  p r o j e c t  was

co m p le ted  i n  th e  f a l l  o f  1863, in  tim e f o r  G en era l  W ill iam

T. Sherman to  g a th e r  and t r a n s p o r t  to n s  o f  s u p p l i e s  f o r  h i s

A t l a n t a  campaign t h a t  began on 5 May 1864 . Thousands w ere

em ployed as  w oodchoppers , b l a c k s m i th s ,  g r a v e d ig g e r s ,

t e a m s t e r s ,  lo a d e r s  and  u n lo a d e r s  o f  s u p p l i e s ,  b r id g e  and

r o a d  b u i l d e r s ,  c o n s t r u c t o r s  o f  h o s p i t a l  c o t s ,  as w e l l  as

p e r fo rm in g  many o t h e r  d u t i e s .  B lacks  w ere  a ls o  e x c e l l e n t

f o r a g e r s .  The Union a rm ie s ,  f i g h t i n g  an d  m arch ing  in  enemy

t e r r i t o r y ,  f r e q u e n t l y  found i t  n e c e s s a r y  to  s u p p ly  t h e i r
13fo o d  from th e  c o u n t r y s id e .

B la c k s  p la y e d  a  v e ry  d e c i s iv e  r o l e  in  a s s i s t i n g  

G e n e ra l  Sherman in  h i s  "march t o  th e  s e a . "  On t h e  second 

d a y ,  Sherman d i s p a tc h e d  Major James C. McCoy to  f i n d  b la c k  

r e s i d e n t s  to  q u e s t i o n  abou t t h e  roads  an d  b r id g e s  i n  th e  

a r e a .  Sherman em phasized  t h a t  he w an ted  b l a c k  men 

q u e s t i o n e d ,  n o t  w h i t e  men. B lack s  s e r v e d  as p i l o t s  a l l  

a lo n g  S herm an 's  m arch. B lack  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  th e  f o r a g e r s  was 

a l s o  i n c a l c u l a b l e .  One o f  th e  n o ta b l e  f e a t u r e s  o f  th e  m arch 

was th e  s k i l l  and s u c c e s s  o f  S herm an 's  army in  ro u n d in g  up 

m u le s ,  h o r s e s ,  c a t t l e ,  p o u l t r y ,  hams, b a g s  o f  c o m  meal and

1 O
Bobby L. L o v e t t ,  "The Negro i n  T e n n e sse e ,  1861- 

1866 : A S o c i o - M i l i t a r y  H is to r y  o f  th e  C i v i l  War E ra"
(P h .D . d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A rk a n sa s ,  1 9 7 8 ) ,  pp. 
2 9 -3 7 .
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f l o u r ,  s a ck s  o f  p o t a t o e s ,  and o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s .  B lack s  

h e lp e d  l o c a t e  t h e s e  s u p p l i e s ,  exhum ing them from  p i t s  and  

c e l l a r s ,  as w e l l  a s  g e t t i n g  them f ro m  b a m s ,  g r a n a r i e s ,  

sm okehouses, and g a rd e n s .  Once t h e  s u p p l i e s  were fo u n d ,  the  

fo rm e r  s la v e s  a i d e d  in  t r a n s p o r t i n g  them. S herm an 's  s u c c e s s  

i n  f e e d i n g  o v e r  s i x t y - f i v e  thousand  t ro o p s  w h i l e  on t h e  

m arch i n  enemy c o u n t ry  was one o f  t h e  most re m a rk a b le  f e a t s  

in  h i s t o r y ;  w i t h o u t  th e  h e l p  o f t h e  b la c k s  t h i s  would h av e  

been  im p o s s ib le .  These b l a c k  l a b o r e r s  were among th e  t ro o p s  

who l i f t e d  th e  b u lk y  army wagons an d  cannons from th e  mud- 

h o l e s ,  h e lp e d  c o n s t r u c t  b r id g e s ,  an d  r e p a i r e d  ro ad s .

Sherman a l s o  u sed  b la c k s  i n  t e a r i n g  down as w e l l  as 

b u i l d i n g  up. A b e l i e v e r  i n  t o t a l  w a r ,  he made i t  a p o i n t  to  

d e s t r o y  a n y th in g  o f  p o s s i b l e  v a lu e  t o  th e  enemy. B la c k s  

h e lp e d  i n  th e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  r a i l r o a d s ,  d e p o t s ,  m i l l s ,  

f a c t o r i e s ,  m achine  shops, s t o r e s ,  an d  e v e r y th in g  e l s e  o f  

m i l i t a r y  v a lu e .  These b l a c k  l a b o r e r s ,  s e r v a n t s ,  and 

t e a m s t e r s  a l s o  p ro v id e d  a p p r e c i a t e d  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  f o r  t h e  

s o l d i e r s  a t  n i g h t . ^

T hroughou t th e  w a r  s o u th e rn  b la c k s  r e n d e re d  v a l u a b l e  

a s s i s t a n c e  to  n o r t h e r n  s o l d i e r s  who e sc a p e d  from  C o n fe d e ra te  

p r i s o n s  and w ere  t r y i n g  t o  f in d  t h e i r  way b a c k  to  Union

■''Sjyatt B la s s in g a m e ,  W il l ia m  Tecums eh. Sherman: 
D e fe n d e r  o f  th e  Union (Englewood C l i f f s ,  New J e r s e y :  
P r e n t i c e - H a l l ,  I n c . ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  pp. 1 2 0 -3 1 ;  M ile s  Lane, e d . ,
"War i s  H e l l l " :  W illiam  T. S herm an 's  P e r s o n a l  N a r r a t i v e  o f
H is  M arch Through G eorg ia  (Savannah: The B eh iv e  P r e s s ,
1 9 7 4 ) ,  p p . 1 4 4 -79 ; Q u a r l e s , Negro i n  th e  C i v i l  War, p p .  
31 8 -2 1 .
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l i n e s .  Many p r i s o n e r s  s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  would h av e  been  

im p o s s ib le  f o r  them  to  have r e a c h e d  Union l i n e s  w i th o u t  th e  

a id  o f  t h e  b la c k s  who were i n  a  p o s i t i o n  to  g iv e  marked 

a s s i s t a n c e .  A lo n g  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i th  th e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  th e  

un d e rg ro u n d  r a i l r o a d  had g iv e n  them v a lu a b le  e x p e r ie n c e  i n  

th e  t e c h n iq u e s  o f  f l i g h t  c o n c e a lm e n t .  The s l a v e s  knew th e  

b y p a th s  an d  s h o r t  c u t s  in  t h e  woods, th e  l o c a t i o n  o f  th e  

p a t r o l  g u a r d ' s  n i g h t l y  b e a t ,  and  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  

C o n fe d e ra te  p i c k e t s .  They w ere  a b le  to  a s c e r t a i n  w h e th e r  

c a v a l r y  s c o u t s  w ere  i n  th e  v i c i n i t y  s e a r c h in g  f o r  e sc a p e d  

s o l d i e r s .  They a l s o  f u r n i s h e d  in fo r m a t io n  on th e  l o c a t i o n  

o f  w h i te s  who s e c r e t l y  sy m p a th iz e d  w i t h  th e  Union ca u se .

The p r i s o n  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  th e  C i v i l  War i s  f u l l  o f  s t o r i e s  

abou t s l a v e s  and t h e  s la v e  g u id e s  who h e lp e d  e s c a p in g  Union 

s o l d i e r s . ^

B la c k  women and  men b e h in d  th e  l i n e s  a l s o  

c o n t r i b u t e d  to  t h e  w ar  e f f o r t  by s e r v in g  as n u r s e s  and a id e s  

i n  c a r in g  f o r  th e  s i c k  and wounded. W ith  th e  f i r i n g  on F o r t  

Sumter t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  women i n  A m erica underw en t a change. 

Dr. E l i z a b e t h  B la c k w e l l ,  th e  f i r s t  woman in  t h e  w o r ld  to  be 

awarded a  d o c t o r a l  d e g re e  i n  m e d ic in e ,  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e

James M. McPherson, The N e g ro 's  C i v i l  War: How
American N egroes F e l t  and A c te d  D uring  th e  War f o r  th e  Union 
(New York: Random H ouse, 1 9 6 5 ) ,  pp . 150-51; John  McElroy,
A n d e r s o n v i l l e :  A S t o r y  o f  R e b e l  M i l i t a r y  P e r s o n s  (T o ledo :
D. R. L ocke , 1 8 7 9 ) ,  p p .  134-37 ; Ovid L. F u tch , Hi s t o r y  o f  
A n d e r s o n v i l l e  P r i s o n  ( In d ia n to w n ,  F l o r i d a :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
F l o r i d a  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  p . 51.
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d e p l o r a b l e  n u r s in g  s i t u a t i o n  m ust be im proved . The Union 

m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l s  a t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  war w ere s m a l l .  

The l a r g e s t  c o n ta in e d  o n ly  f o r t y  b e d s .  No t r a i n e d  and 

e f f i c i e n t  m ed ica l  s t a f f  was p ro v id e d .  There w ere  no fem ale  

n u r s e s ,  an d  th e  few m ale n u r s e s  were p o o r ly  t r a i n e d .  At 

many h o s p i t a l s ,  p a t i e n t s  were c a r e d  f o r  by p o o r ly  p a id  and 

g e n e r a l l y  in co m p e ten t a t t e n d a n t s .  In  some c i t i e s ,  law 

v i o l a t o r s  were s e n te n c e d  by th e  c o u r t  to  work i n  th e s e  

h o s p i t a l s  p r o v id in g  n u r s i n g  c a r e  f o r  t h e  p a t i e n t s .

On 29 A p r i l  1861, Dr. B la c k w e l l  c a l l e d  a  m ee tin g  o f  

t h e  l e a d i n g  women o f  New York to  p la n  f o r  some k in d  o f  

n u r s i n g  c a r e  to  m eet th e  em ergency. The Women's C e n t r a l  

R e l i e f  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  New York was o r g a n iz e d  and  Dr. 

B la c k w e l l  o u t l i n e d  th e  r e q u i r e d  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  a n u r s e .  

W ith in  a  few weeks th e  a s s o c i a t i o n  had  chosen , from  h u n d red s  

o f  c a n d id a t e s ,  one h u n d red  com peten t women to  b e  t r a i n e d  as 

n u r s e s  f o r  th re e  m onths.

Church g ro u p s ,  p r i v a t e  c h a r i t y  g ro u p s ,  and  p ro m in en t 

i n d i v i d u a l s  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  program s to  t r a i n  n u r s e s  to  be 

s e n t  to  t h e  f r o n t .  Some o f  th e s e  women were t r a i n e d  by 

s e r v in g  s h o r t  te rm s  o f  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  in  a v a i l a b l e  h o s p i t a l s  

t h ro u g h o u t  the  c o u n t ry .  On 9 June  1861, th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f

16 Dorothy C la rk e  W ilson , Lone Woman: The S to ry  o f
E l i z a b e t h  B la c k w e l l ,  The F i r s t  Woman D o c to r  (B o s to n : L i t t l e ,
Brown & C o . ,  1970),  pp . 383-91; S y lv i a  G. D a n n e t , Noble 
Women o f  th e  N orth  (New York: Thomas Y o s e lo f f .  1959). P P .
5 3 -5 7 .



152

War i s s u e d  an o r d e r  c r e a t i n g  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  S a n i t a r y

Commission, a  f o r e r u n n e r  o f  t h e  Am erican Red C ro ss .  Among

i t s  many d u t i e s ,  t h e  Commission i n v e s t i g a t e d  c o n d i t i o n s  i n

army h o s p i t a l s  and  camps; s u p p l i e d  n u r s e s  and m a tro n s  to

h o s p i t a l s ;  s t u d i e d  problem s o f  s a n i t a t i o n  and g e n e r a l

h y g ie n e ;  s u p p l i e d  food, c l o t h i n g ,  and m ed ic in e  to  th e

t r o o p s .  The Commission a l s o  i n t r o d u c e d  h o s p i t a l  c a r s  f o r

th e  human t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  t h e  wounded. As women, b o th

b l a c k  and w h i t e ,  v o lu n te e r e d  i n  i n c r e a s i n g  num bers,

S e c r e t a r y  o f  War Simon Cameron a p p o in te d  D o ro th ea  Dix as

S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  N u rses .  A c c o rd in g  to  A lo y s iu s  P l a i s a n c e

and Leo F. S c h e lv e r ,  I I I ,  t h e  Union m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l s  i n

N a s h v i l l e  by May and  June o f  1863 were o p e r a t i n g  i n  an

e f f i c i e n t  m anner. To c a r e  f o r  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  from  b a t t l e s

fo u g h t  n e a r  N a s h v i l l e ,  t h e  Union army to o k  o v e r  many

b u i l d i n g s  and c o n v e r te d  them  i n t o  m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l s .  The

s t a f f  in  th e s e  h o s p i t a l s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  male and fem ale

n u r s e s ,  b o th  w h i t e  and b l a c k .  B lack s  a l s o  s e r v e d  as co o k s ,
17a i d e s ,  s e r v a n t s ,  and  l a u n d r e s s e s .

H a r r i e t  Tubman, p r e v i o u s l y  m en tioned , was a l s o  a  

r e s p e c t e d  n u r s e  i n  th e  D epartm en t o f  th e  South . Thousands 

o f  th e  s l a v e s  on th e  South  C a r o l i n a  Sea I s l a n d s  were

■^Dannet, Noble Women o f  th e  N o r th , pp . 57-62; 
W ilso n , Lone Woman, pp. 3 8 5 -9 1 ;  A lo y s iu s  P l a i s a n c e  and Leo 
F. S c h e lv e r ,  I I I ,  " F e d e r a l  M i l i t a r y  H o s p i t a l s  i n  N a s h v i l l e ,  
May and Ju n e ,  1 8 6 3 ,"  T en n essee  H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r t e r ly  29 
(1 9 7 0 ) :1 6 6 -7 5 .
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s u f f e r i n g  from  a w ide ra n g e  o f  d i s e a s e s .  In c a r i n g  f o r  th e

s i c k  and wounded, Tubman's in f lu e n c e  was u n iq u e ,  as th e

s l a v e s  b e l i e v e d  she p o s s e s s e d  g re a t  pow ers o f  h e a l i n g .  From

h e r  m other she  had  l e a r n e d  much about t h e  h e a l i n g  p r o p e r t i e s

o f  h e r b s ,  and she g a in e d  a  g r e a t  r e p u t a t i o n  as  a  h e a l e r .  A
18t e a  t h a t  she u se d  f o r  t r e a t i n g  yellow  f e v e r  becam e famous.

A nother  b l a c k  woman who se rv ed  th e  Union cause a s  a

n u r s e  i n  th e  Sea I s l a n d s  was S u s ie  K ing  T ay lo r ,  a  form er

G e o rg ia  s la v e  and th e  w if e  o f  a  s e r g e a n t  in  t h e  F i r s t  S o u th

C a r o l in a  V o lu n te e r s ,  l a t e r  t h e  T h i r t y - t h i r d  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

C o lo re d  I n f a n t r y .  She was employed a s  company l a u n d r e s s ,

b u t  she  a l s o  s e rv e d  as  a n u r s e  and t e a c h e r .  As a  v o l u n t e e r

n u r s e ,  Mrs. T a y lo r  gave h e r  s e r v i c e s  i n  the b a d l y  u n d e r-
19s t a f f e d  h o s p i t a l s  i n  t h e  Sea I s l a n d s .

S o jo u rn e r  T r u th  was a n o th e r  w e l l  known b l a c k  woman 

who s e rv e d  as a  n u r s e  i n  th e  Union camps and h o s p i t a l s .  She 

was b o m  a s l a v e  i n  179 7 in  U l s t e r  C ounty , New York. H er  

m a s te r  named h e r  I s a b e l l a  Baum free. She and h e r  b r o th e r s  

and s i s t e r s  w ere  l a t e r  s o ld  t o  a New Y ork f a rm e r .  A lth o u g h  

s l a v e r y  was ended  by  law  in  New York, h e r  m a s te r  d id  n o t

18N ie s ,  Seven Women, p p .  52-54 ; L e m e r ,  B lack Women 
i n  W hite A m erica , p p .  326 -29 ; Loewenberg and B o g in ,  B la c k  
Women in  N in e te e n th - G e n tu r y , p p .  219-21 .

19L e s l i e  H. F i s h e l ,  J r . ,  and Benjamin Q u a r le s ,  e d s . ,  
The Negro A m erican: A Documentary H i s to r y  (New York:
W il l ia m  Morrow & C o ., I n c . , 1 9 6 7 ) ,  pp . 236-37; Loewenberg 
and Bogin, B lack  Women in  N in e te e n th - C e n tu r y , p p .  89-94, 
2 3 4 -4 2 ;  L e m e r ,  B lack  Women i n  White Am erica, p p .  99,
2 4 0 -4 3 . -------------------------------------------------
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f r e e  h e r  u n t i l  1827. She became d e e p ly  r e l i g i o u s  and

d e v o te d  h e r  l i f e  to  th e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  s la v e r y  and  e q u a l

r i g h t s  f o r  b la c k s  and women. She a l s o  changed  h e r  name to

S o jo u rn e r  T ru th ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  th e  L o rd  gave h e r  t h i s  new

name m eaning  t h a t  h e r  m is s io n  was t o  t r a v e l  a n d  p r e a c h  th e

t r u t h .  She a l s o  d i s t r i b u t e d  g i f t s  t o  th e  s o l d i e r s  an d

e n t e r t a i n e d  them by s in g in g  s p i r i t u a l s ,  many o f  h e r  own

c o m p o s i t io n .  However, t h i s  l e g e n d a ry  lady  c o n f in e d  h e r  work

to  th e  camps i n  th e  N orth  becau se  s h e  was to o  o ld  to  go to

s o u th e r n  camps. In  1864, she  met w i t h  P r e s i d e n t  L in c o ln  and

rem a in ed  i n  W ashington f o r  o v e r  a y e a r  w ork ing  in  t h e
20F reed m en 's  V i l l a g e  a t  A r l in g to n  H e ig h t s .

N urses and m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  b o t h  h la c k  an d  w h i te ,  

s e rv e d  a l s o  in  c o n tra b a n d  camps. D i s lo y a l  s l a v e s  r a n  away 

from t h e i r  m a s te r s  in  a q u e s t  f o r  p e r s o n a l  freed o m  a f t e r  the 

war s t a r t e d ,  b u t  freedom  a l l  too o f t e n  l e d  them  to  t h e  

to rm e n ts  o f  p o v e r ty .  S la v e s  owned l i t t l e  o r  no p r o p e r t y  and 

in  l e a v i n g  t h e i r  owners th e y  fo rs o o k  a  g u a ra n te e d  

s u b s i s t e n c e .  U n le s s  th e y  h ad  s t o l e n  some o f  t h e i r  m a s t e r s '  

p r o p e r t y ,  the  c o n tra b a n d s  h a d  no s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s o u r c e s  

beyond t h e i r  a b i l i t y  to  w ork . Many freedm en a d m i t te d  t h a t  

th ey  h a d  g r e a t e r  m a t e r i a l  a d v a n ta g e s  w h ile  i n  s l a v e r y .

L i f e  i n  t h e s e  c o n tra b a n d  camps was n o t  easy . Many 

c o n t r a b a n d s  d ie d  from d i s e a s e s  and e x p o s u re .  Some camps had

20L e m e r ,  B lack  Women in  W h ite  A m erica , pp. 370-75 .
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a d e a th  r a t e  o f  t w e n t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t .  M ost o f  those , who d i e d

were women and c h i l d r e n  as t h e y  made up th e  g r e a t e s t

p e r c e n ta g e  o f  i n h a b i t a n t s .  From 1862 t o  1865 more dea ths

o c c u r r e d  from  c o ld s  and d i s e a s e s  caused  by  e x p o su re  to

s e v e re  w e a th e r  th a n  from  any o t h e r  c a u s e .  The q u a l i t y  o f

c o n t r a b a n d  camp h o u s in g  v a r i e d  w id e ly .  Most camps began

w i th  t e n t s  o r  v a c a n t  b u i l d i n g s .  O ften  t h e  t e n t s  were so

worn t h a t  th e y  p r o v id e d  l i t t l e  a c tu a l  s h e l t e r  f ro m  w e a th e r .

Lack o f  a d e q u a te  f o o d ,  m ed ica l  s u p p l i e s ,  and c l o t h i n g  a l s o

c o n t r i b u t e d  to  t h e  h i g h  d e a th  r a t e  i n  t h e s e  camps.

A cco rd in g  to  John V in c e n t  C im prich , J r .  , th e  d e a t h  t o l l

d u r in g  t h e  w in te r  o f  1862-63 a lo n e  r a n  a s  h igh  a s  tw elve

hundred  i n  Memphis a n d  f o u r t e e n  hundred  i n  N a s h v i l l e .  Y e t ,

d e s p i t e  t h e s e  p ro b le m s ,  most c o n t r a b a n d s  p r e f e r r e d  to  re m a in
21i n  t h e s e  camps r a t h e r  than  r e t u r n  to  s l a v e r y .

B la c k s  w ere  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s ch o o ls  

f o r  f reed m en . S o u th e rn  s t a t e  laws had  made i t  a  crim e to  

te a c h  b l a c k s  to  r e a d  and w r i t e .  The f i r s t  c o n tr a b a n d  s c h o o l  

i n  th e  S o u th  was s t a r t e d  by Mary Chase, a  freedwoman o f  

A le x a n d r ia ,  V i r g i n i a ,  on 1 Septem ber 1861 . In  su b se q u e n t  

m onths, A le x a n d r ia  b l a c k s  e s t a b l i s h e d  s e v e r a l  s c h o o ls  f o r  

th e  freedm en . M is s io n a ry  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  b o th  b l a c k  and 

w h i te ,  a s  w e l l  as i n d i v i d u a l s  w ere  v e r y  i n s t r u m e n t a l  in

21John V in c e n t  C im prich , J r . ,  " S la v e ry  A m idst C i v i l  
War in  T en n essee :  The Death o f  an I n s t i t u t i o n "  (Ph.D .
d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  Ohio S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 7 7 ) ,  pp. 97-119; 
L o v e t t ,  "The Negro i n  T en n essee ,  1861 -1 8 6 6 ,"  pp . 25-26 .
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e s t a b l i s h i n g  s c h o o ls  f o r  t h e  freedm en . The A f r i c a n  

C i v i l i z a t i o n  S o c ie ty  o f  New York, w h ich  had  b e e n  founded in  

1858 t o  prom ote  American b l a c k  m is s io n a ry  e f f o r t  and s e t t l e 

ment i n  A f r i c a ,  r e c o n s t i t u t e d  i t s e l f  d u r in g  t h e  C iv i l  War as 

a f re e d m e n 's  a i d  s o c i e t y .  The s o c i e t y  e s t a b l i s h e d  s i x  

s c h o o ls  i n  W ashington  f o r  th e  freed m en . In  a d d i t i o n ,  

tw en ty - tw o  b l a c k s  i n d i v i d u a l l y  s t a r t e d  p r i v a t e  s c h o o ls  f o r  

c o n tra b a n d s  i n  W ash ing ton . N o r th e rn  b la c k  c h u rc h e s  a l s o  

e s t a b l i s h e d  s c h o o ls  f o r  t h e  freedm en th ro u g h o u t  th e  S o u th .  

B lack  women i n  N a tch ez ,  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  th r e e  

s c h o o ls  d u r in g  t h e  w ar. I n  Savannah, b la c k s  c o u ld  b o a s t  n o t

on ly  o f  two l a r g e  s c h o o ls  w hich th e y  h ad  fo u n d e d  b u t  a l s o  o f
22a b l a c k  b o a rd  o f  e d u c a t io n  t o  d e te rm in e  t h e i r  p o l i c i e s .

The m ost p ro m in en t  o f  th e  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  o r g a n i z a 

t i o n s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  s c h o o ls  i n  th e  S o u th  f o r  b l a c k s  d u r in g  

th e  w ar was t h e  American M is s io n a ry  A s s o c i a t i o n  (AMA) .

Lewis Tappan, t r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  AMA, w ro te  G e n e r a l  Benjam in 

B u t l e r ,  commander o f  th e  D epartm ent o f  V i r g i n i a ,  in  A ugust 

1861 an d  o f f e r e d  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e r v i c e s .  B u t l e r  welcomed 

t h e i r  s e r v i c e s ,  and th e  R everend  C h a r le s  Lockwood was s e n t  

to  F o r t r e s s  Monroe to  d e v e lo p  a  p rog ram . Lockwood found  th e  

b la c k s  i n  a s t a t e  o f  p o v e r ty  beyond w hich  he h a d  im ag ined . 

However, he fo u n d  t h a t  th e y  w ere w i l l i n g  to  h e l p  th e m se lv e s

22McPherson, N e g r o 's  C i v i l  W ar, p .  139 ; John Hope 
F r a n k l i n , From S la v e ry  to  Freedom: A H i s to r y  o f  Negro
A m ericans (New York: Random House, 1 9 6 9 ) ,  p p .  2 7 5 - /7 .
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as  f a r  as p o s s i b l e  and t h a t  th e y  r e a l i z e d  t h e i r  p r im a ry  n e e d  

was e d u c a t io n .  Hence, Lockwood o b ta in e d  p e r m is s io n  n o t  o n ly  

to  te a c h  th e  c o n tra b a n d s  to  r e a d  b u t  a l s o  to  b r i n g  as many 

t e a c h e r s  a s  he th o u g h t  n e c e s s a r y  to  a c h ie v e  t h i s  p u rp o se .  

Thus, from th e  v e r y  o u t s e t ,  th e  m is s io n  o f  th e  AMA in  r e g a r d  

to  th e  c o n tra b a n d s  was to  have a  t h r e e f o l d  n a t u r e :  to

prom ote t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  w e l l - b e i n g ,  to  c o n t r i b u t e  to  t h e i r

i n t e l l e c t u a l  im provem ent, and  to  work f o r  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l
23w e l f a r e .

On 15 Septem ber 1861, Lockwood opened  a Sunday 

School f o r  b la c k s  i n  th e  home o f  fo rm er  P r e s i d e n t  John 

T y le r ,  who had  abandoned h i s  home and l e f t  f o r  Richmond, an d  

two days l a t e r  t h e  f i r s t  day sc h o o l  opened  w i th  Mary S.

Peake as t h e  t e a c h e r .  Mrs. Peake, d a u g h te r  o f  a  b l a c k  f r e e  

m other  and w h i te  f a t h e r ,  was b o rn  in  N o r fo lk ,  V i r g i n i a ,  i n  

1823. She grew up i n  A le x a n d r ia  and r e c e i v e d  a good 

e d u c a t io n .  As a  young woman b e f o r e  th e  w ar ,  she  h a d  ta u g h t  

many b la c k s  to  r e a d .  B lack s  had  come to  h e r  c a b in  a t  n i g h t  

in  l a r g e  numbers to  r e c e i v e  h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n .

M rs. Peake had  tw e n ty  s tu d e n t s  i n  h e r  s c h o o l  on th e  

f i r s t  day o f  i t s  o p e r a t i o n  a t  Hampton, V i r g i n i a ,  b u t  w i t h i n  

a  week t h e  number had  grown to  f i f t y .  She t a u g h t  c h i l d r e n  

from n in e  o 'c l o c k  u n t i l  noon and h e l d  c l a s s e s  f o r  a d u l t s  i n

23 S i s t e r  E l i z a b e t h  A. A l l e n ,  "Women M is s io n a r i e s  a n d  
th e  E d u c a t io n  o f  t h e  B lack s  in  Hampton, V i r g i n i a ,  1861- 
1868" ( M a s te r 's  t h e s i s ,  M iddle  T ennessee  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
1 977),  pp . 6 -9 .
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th e  a f t e r n o o n .  Her c u r r i c u lu m  in c lu d e d  s p e l l i n g ,  r e a d in g ,  

w r i t i n g ,  e le m e n ts  o f  a r i t h m e t i c ,  and r e l i g i o u s  l e s s o n s .  

W ith in  a  few months t h e  AMA h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  s e v e r a l  more 

s c h o o ls  i n  Hampton, as  w e l l  as  s c h o o ls  f o r  b l a c k s  in  

N o r fo lk ,  P o r tsm o u th ,  Newport News, and on s e v e r a l  

p l a n t a t i o n s .  By 1864 more th a n  t h r e e  th o u sa n d  b la c k s  were 

a t t e n d i n g  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  D epartm ent o f  V i r g i n i a  w i th  f i f t y -  

two t e a c h e r s ;  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  o f  th e  t e a c h e r s  w ere b l a c k .  The 

t e a c h e r s  were p a i d  by th e  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  governm ent 

f u r n i s h e d  them w i th  s u b s i s t e n c e .  Mrs. P e a k e 's  t e a c h in g  

c a r e e r  was s h o r t  as sh e  d ie d  i n  March 1862. With h e r  d e a th ,  

Mary Peake became an i n s p i r a t i o n  to  t h e  c a u se  o f  t e a c h in g  

and h e lp in g  t h e s e  i l l i t e r a t e  b l a c k s .  The p e o p le  and 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e s e  s c h o o l s - - 

n o r th e r n e r s  and  s o u th e r n e r s ,  w h i te s  and b la c k s --m a d e  a  most 

s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  t h e  a d ju s tm e n t  o f  b la c k s  coming 

o u t  o f  s l a v e r y . ^

One a s p e c t  o f  t h e  C i v i l  War w hich  h a s  n o t  r e c e i v e d  

th e  a t t e n t i o n  i t  deserves , i s  t h e  r o l e  th e  Union army p l a y e d  

i n  h e lp in g  to  t e a c h  th o u sa n d s  o f  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  and 

c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  South  to  r e a d  and w r i t e .  The f i r s t  

im p o r ta n t  p r o j e c t  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t io n  o f  b la c k s  i n  th e  South  

was t h a t  h ead ed  by Edward L. P i e r c e  o f  B o s to n .  As T re a s u ry

24 I b i d . ,  pp . 2 0 -2 4 ; F r a n k l i n ,  From S la v e ry  to  
Freedom, p p . 275-77 .
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D epartm en t s u p e r in t e n d e n t  o f  th e  c o t to n  p l a n t a t i o n s  in  th e

South C a r o l in a  Sea I s l a n d s ,  P i e r c e  in  1862 im p o rted  t e a c h e r s

( l a t e r  c a l l e d  G id e o n i te s )  from th e  North t o  begin  t h e  work

among t h e  te n  th o u sa n d  b l a c k  men, women, a n d  c h i l d r e n  whom

the  i s l a n d s '  w h i te  p o p u la t io n  had  l e f t  b e h in d  when th e y

esc a p e d  b e f o r e  Union o c c u p a t io n  i n  November 1861. G en era l

Sherman, th e  commander a t  P o r t  R o y a l,  w ro te  the War

D epartm en t on 15 J a n u a ry  1862, u r g in g  " t h a t  s u i t a b l e

i n s t r u c t o r s  be s e n t  to  t h e  N eg ro es ,  to  t e a c h  them a l l  the
25ru d im e n ts  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n . "

Because o f  t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  and c u l t u r a l  i s o l a t i o n ,  

th e  b l a c k s  o f  th e  Sea I s l a n d s  w ere  among t h e  most i g n o r a n t  

and backw ard  o f  th e  e n t i r e  S ou th . Here in d e e d  was a  

c h a l l e n g e  to  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  b o th  b la c k  and  w h ite .  Many 

n o r t h e r n  men and women gave up c o m fo r ta b le  homes a n d  

o c c u p a t io n s  to  go so u th  and te a c h  th e  freedm en how t o  read  

and w r i t e .  E l i z a b e th  Botume, a w h i te  n o r th e r n  t e a c h e r  to 

th e  Sea I s l a n d s ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  she h a d  d i f f i c u l t y  in  c a l l i n g  

th e  r o l l  b ecau se  o f  th e  odd names, the  l a c k  o f  su rn am es , and  

th e  u n c e r t a i n t y  o f  th e  c h i l d r e n  a b o u t  t h e i r  f i r s t  nam es . 

These t e a c h e r s  e n c o u n te r e d  many t r i a l s  and  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  

t h e i r  f i r s t  months on th e  i s l a n d s .  The S ea  I s la n d  b la c k s  

spoke a  d i a l e c t  t h a t  was v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  the n o r t h e r n e r s

^ O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s , S e r i e s  1, Vol. VI, p . 2 1 8 ;  L ou is  
S. G e r t e i s ,  From C o n trab an d  to  Freedman: F e d e ra l  P o l i c y
Toward S o u th e rn  B la c k s  (W e s tp o r t ,  Conn.:  Greenwood P r e s s , 
I n c . ,  1 9 7 3 ) ,  pp. 49 -55 .
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to  u n d e r s ta n d .  They a l s o  f a c e d  th e  t a s k  o f  t r y i n g  to  t e a c h  

b la c k  c h i l d r e n  o f  a l l  ages to  r e a d  and w r i t e  in  overcrow ded  

sch o o lro o m s. A f t e r  th e y  l e a r n e d  to  k eep  o rd e r  an d  communi

c a t e  w i th  t h e  p u p i l s ,  t e a c h e r s  found t o  t h e i r  d e l i g h t  t h a t  

th e  c h i l d r e n  l e a r n e d  to  re a d  a n d  w r i te  r a p i d l y .  A l l  o f  t h e  

freedm en showed g r e a t  e a g e rn e s s  to  l e a r n  to  r e a d  and w r i t e .  

On the  w h o le ,  most t e a c h e r s  w e re  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  t h e  p r o g r e s s  

made by t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  d u r in g  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r .  N e a r ly  

tw e n ty - f iv e  hundred  c h i l d r e n  w e re  t a u g h t  in  th e  day  s c h o o ls

d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  few months, a n d  a lm ost t h e  whole a d u l t
26p o p u la t io n  a t t e n d e d  Sunday s c h o o l s .

The most s i g n i f i c a n t  b l a c k  t e a c h e r  who came to  th e  

Sea I s l a n d s  was C h a r l o t t e  L. F o r te n  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a .

F o r te n ,  a  b r i l l i a n t  young b l a c k  woman, h a d  l e f t  h e r  n a t i v e  

c i t y  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  i n  1854 a t  age s i x t e e n  to  a t t e n d  th e  

H ig g in so n  Grammar S ch o o l in  Salem , M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  She was 

d e te rm in e d  to  e x c e l  i n  a l l  c o u r s e s ,  n o t  o n ly  to  h e lp  h e r s e l f  

b u t  a l s o  t o  conv ince  w h i te  A m ericans t h a t  b la c k s  w ere 

c a p a b le  o f  s e lf - im p ro v e m e n t  i f  g iv en  t h e  o p p o r tu n i ty .

C h a r le s  Lenox Remond, th e  p r o p r i e t o r  o f  h e r  f o s t e r  home i n  

Salem, was a  p ro m in e n t  b la c k  a b o l i t i o n i s t .  His home s e rv e d  

a s  h e a d q u a r te r s  f o r  a l l  a n t i - s l a v e r y  l e c t u r e r s  p a s s in g

26 Dudley T. C o rn ish ,  "T he  Union Army as a  School f o r  
N e g ro e s ,"  J o u rn a l  o f  Negro H i s t o r y  37 (May 1952) : 368-82; 
E l i z a b e th  Ware P e a r s o n ,  e d . , L e t t e r s  From P o r t  R oya l 1862- 
1868 (New York: A m o P re s s  & New York T im es, 1 9 6 9 ) ,  pp.
15 -35 ; W i l l i e  Lee R ose , R e h e a r s a l  f o r  R e c o n s t r u c t io n :  The
P o r t  Royal E xperim en t (New Y ork: Random House, I n c . , 1964) ,
p .  203.
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th ro u g h  th e  c i t y .  N oted  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  such  as W il l ia m  L loyd  

G a r r i s o n ,  W il l ia m  W ells  Brown, W endell P h i l l i p s ,  and  John 

G r e e n le a f  W h i t t i e r  v i s i t e d  Remond's home. F o r te n  was 

c o n s t a n t l y  i n  c o n t a c t  w i th  many a b o l i t i o n i s t s  and she  l a t e r  

a t t e n d e d  a b o l i t i o n i s t  l e c t u r e s ,  f a i r s ,  and a c t i v i t i e s  

sp o n so re d  by th e  Salem  Female A n t i - S l a v e r y  S o c ie ty .

F o r te n  m a s te r e d  h e r  s t u d i e s  w i th  an e n th u s ia s m  t h a t

won th e  r e s p e c t  o f  b o th  t e a c h e r s  and p u p i l s .  She e n r o l l e d

i n  th e  Salem Normal Schoo l a f t e r  g r a d u a t in g  w i th  h o n o rs  from

t h e  H ig g in so n  Grammar S c h o o l .  A f t e r  c o m p le t in g  h e r  s t u d i e s

a t  th e  norm al s c h o o l ,  she  was a s s ig n e d  a  te a c h in g  p o s i t i o n

i n  th e  Epes Grammar Schoo l o f  Salem. She was th e  f i r s t

b l a c k  t e a c h e r  to  i n s t r u c t  w h i te  c h i l d r e n  in  Salem. F o r t e n ' s

t e a c h in g  p o s i t i o n  i n  Salem o f f e r e d  h e r  an o p p o r tu n i ty  to

p u rsu e  h e r  r e a l  i n t e r e s t s :  a b o l i t i o n i s m  and l e a r n i n g .  She

began  to  l e c t u r e  a g a i n s t  s l a v e r y  i n  many o f  th e  s u r ro u n d in g

c i t i e s .  She a l s o  won th e  f r i e n d s h i p  o f  G a r r i s o n ,  P h i l l i p s ,

W h i t t i e r ,  and o t h e r  p ro m in e n t  a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  B ecause  o f

i l l  h e a l t h ,  F o r te n  l a t e r  r e s i g n e d  h e r  t e a c h in g  p o s i t i o n  in
27Salem and r e t u r n e d  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a .

W ith  th e  o u tb re a k  o f  th e  C i v i l  War, F o r te n  saw a 

chance  to  s e r v e  h e r  p e o p le  a s  a t e a c h e r  o f  f r e e d  s l a v e s  in  

t h e  S ou th . In  A ugust 1862, she  r e q u e s t e d  to  be s e n t  to  P o r t

27Ray A l le n  B i l l i n g t o n ,  e d . , The J o u rn a l  o f  
C h a r l o t t e  F o r te n :  A F re e  Negro in  th e  S lav e  E ra  (New York:
The M acm illan C o ., 1 9 6 7 ) ,  pp7 7-26 .
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R oyal a s  a t e a c h e r  by th e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  P o r t  R oyal R e l i e f

A s s o c i a t i o n .  I n  O c tober  1862, F o r te n  s a i l e d  from  New York

as a n  a c c r e d i t e d  ag en t  o f  th e  a s s o c i a t i o n .  T h e re  was some

w h i te  p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  h e r  in  P o r t  Royal s h o r t l y  a f t e r  she

a r r i v e d .  However, th e  p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  h e r  soon

d i s a p p e a r e d  a f t e r  th e  w h i t e s  d i s c o v e re d  h e r  t a l e n t s  and

d e d i c a t i o n .  She was d e s t i n e d  to  p ro v e  t h a t  b l a c k s  were

c a p a b le  o f  s e l f - im p r o v e m e n t .  F o r te n  and h e r  f e l l o w  t e a c h e r s

l a b o r e d  lo n g  h o u rs  to  i n s t r u c t  t h e s e  b la c k s  i n  t h e  t h r e e

R 's  a n d  o t h e r  f a c e t s  o f  t h e i r  new s t a t u s  as f re e d m e n .

F o r te n  r e t u r n e d  to  th e  N o r th  i n  May 1864 v e ry  p ro u d  o f  th e

p r o g r e s s  t h e  b la c k s  on t h e  Sea I s l a n d s  had made. She k e p t

a d i a r y  o f  h e r  e x p e r ie n c e s  in  P o r t  R oyal.  Her r e c o l l e c t i o n s

a re  r e m a rk a b le  f o r  th e  f a c t  t h a t  sh e  was one o f  t h e  few

n o r t h e r n  b l a c k  t e a c h e r s  to  have l e f t  a  w r i t t e n  a c c o u n t  o f
28h e r  i m p r e s s i o n s .

The R everend  James Lynch, a  b l a c k  M e th o d is t  

m i n i s t e r  from  B a l t im o re ,  came to  th e  South C a r o l in a  Sea 

I s l a n d s  in  1863 and was a p p o in te d  a  governm ent s u p e r i n 

t e n d e n t .  He made a s p e c i a l  ap p ea l  t o  n o r th e r n  b l a c k s  to  

s e rv e  a s  t e a c h e r s  on th e  Sea I s l a n d s .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  th e

28 I b i d . ,  pp . 2 7 -4 1 ; L e m e r ,  B lack  Women i n  W hite 
A m e r ic a , pp. 9 4 -9 9 ;  Rose, R e h e a rs a l  f o r  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n ~ P P . 
161 -6 2 ; Loewenberg and B og in , B lack  Women in  N i n e t e e n t h - 
C e n tu ry  . pp. 2 8 3 -85 ; Edward T. Jam es, e t  a l . ,  e d s .  N o ta b le  
A m erican  Women, 1607-1950: A B io g r a p h ic a l  D i c t i o n a r y , 4
v o l s . (C am bridge , M ass .:  H arvard  U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1971),
2 :9 5 -9 7 .
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w h i te  t e a c h e r s  w ere  do ing  an e x c e l l e n t  jo h  o f  t e a c h in g  th e

b la c k s  on th e  Sea I s l a n d s ,  b u t  he  u rg e d  more b la c k s  to  come

and h e lp  i n  t h i s  " h o ly  m i s s i o n . "  Many b la c k s  re sp o n d e d  to

L y n c h 's  a p p e a l .  The Reverend Henry M. T u rn e r ,  p a s t o r  o f

I s r a e l  B e th e l  Church in  W ash ing ton , D .C .,  d e c l a r e d  in  e a r l y

1863 t h a t  th e  tim e had  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  b la c k

A m ericans when g ra v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  s t a r e d  them  in  t h e

f a c e .  The E m an c ip a tio n  P ro c la m a t io n  o f  P r e s i d e n t  L in c o ln

h ad  opened up a new s e r i e s  o f  o b l i g a t i o n s  n e v e r  known

b e f o r e .  He a l s o  u rg e d  n o r t h e r n  b l a c k s  to  s e r v e  as  t e a c h e r s

to  th e  freedm en i n  th e  S o u th ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on th e  Sea

I s l a n d s .  Many n o r t h e r n  b l a c k  c h u rc h e s  s e n t  t e a c h e r s  to  th e
29South  C a r o l in a  Sea I s l a n d s .

The P o r t  Royal E x p e rim en t,  a s  i t  came t o  be c a l l e d ,  

was r e g a rd e d  by a b o l i t i o n i s t s  a s  a model t h a t  w ould 

d e m o n s t r a te  th e  c a p a c i t y  o f  s l a v e s  f o r  freedom  and th e  

a b i l i t y  o f  r e fo rm e rs  to  e d u c a te  and mold them i n t o  p ro d u c 

t i v e  members o f  s o c i e t y .  The P o r t  Royal freedm en a ls o  

i n d u s t r i o u s l y  w orked th e  l a n d  as  th e y  showed e a g e rn e s s  and 

a b i l i t y  t o  l e a r n  t o  r e a d  and w r i t e .  However, a s  th e  w ar 

drew to  a c lo s e  and n o r th e r n  s u p p o r t  s u b s id e d ,  many o f  th e  

n o r t h e r n  t e a c h e r s  r e t u r n e d  to  th e  N o r th .  Miss L aura  Towne 

from  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and Miss E l l e n  M urray from Canada w ere  two 

o f  th e  w h i t e  t e a c h e r s  who rem a in ed .  They had  founded  th e

29McPherson, Negro's Civil War, pp. 133-39.
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Penn S choo l,  named a f t e r  W il l ia m  Penn , on S t .  H e len a  I s l a n d  

in  1863. For n e a r l y  f o r t y  y e a r s  a f t e r  th e  w ar ,  Towne and 

Murray c o n t in u e d  to  te a c h  t h e  b la c k s  on th e  i s l a n d .  Under 

t h e i r  g u id a n c e ,  th e  Penn Schoo l g r a d u a te s  became l e a d e r s  o f  

th e  Sea I s l a n d s ;  many became t e a c h e r s  in  th e  Penn Schoo l as 

w e l l  a s  in  t h e  o t h e r  s c h o o ls  on th e  i s l a n d s .  W ith t h e  

e x c e p t io n  o f  t h e  Penn S ch o o l,  th e  P o r t  Royal freedm en w ere 

l a t e r  b e t r a y e d  and th e  ex p e r im e n t was abandoned by m ost o f  

i t s  s u p p o r t e r s  when P r e s i d e n t  J o h n s o n 's  p o s tw a r  am nesty
30program  d i s p o s s e s s e d  th e  freedm en o f  most o f  t h e i r  l a n d .

S u s ie  King T a y lo r ,  p r e v i o u s l y  m en tioned , a l s o  s e rv e d  

as a  t e a c h e r  i n  th e  Union army. T a y lo r  had b een  t a u g h t  to  

re a d  and w r i t e  s e c r e t l y  by M rs. Mary B e a s le y ,  a  f r e e  b l a c k  

f r i e n d  o f  th e  f a m i ly .  In  A p r i l  1862, th e  T a y lo r  f a m ily  

e sc a p e d  to  S t .  S im o n 's  I s l a n d  f o r  Union p r o t e c t i o n .  One o f  

th e  Union o f f i c e r s  on th e  i s l a n d  became aware o f  T a y l o r ' s  

t a l e n t s  and o f f e r e d  h e r  th e  jo b  o f  t a k i n g  c h a rg e  o f  th e  

sc h o o l  f o r  th e  c h i l d r e n  on th e  i s l a n d .  There w ere a b o u t  

s i x  h u n d red  men, women, and c h i l d r e n  on th e  i s l a n d .  T a y lo r  

t a u g h t  th e  c h i l d r e n  d u r in g  t h e  day and many o f  th e  a d u l t s  a t  

n i g h t .

30E l i z a b e t h  Jacoway, Yankee M is s io n a r i e s  i n  th e  
South: The Penn School E xperim en t (B aton  Rouge: L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1980),  pp . 2 5 -3 2 ; M erton L. D i l l o n ,  
The A b o l i t i o n i s t s :  The Growth o f  a D i s s e n t in g  M in o r i ty
(New York: W. W. Norton & Co., 1979), pp. 262-63.
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T a y lo r  and t h e  o th e r  c o n t ra b a n d s  on the  i s l a n d  were

l a t e r  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  th e  S ou th  C a r o l in a  Sea I s l a n d s .  She

was a s s ig n e d  as a t e a c h e r  i n  C o lo n e l  Thomas W. H ig g in s o n 's

T h i r t y - t h i r d  U n ited  S t a t e s  C o lo re d  I n f a n t r y .  T a y lo r  ta u g h t

many o f  H ig g in so n ' s s o l d i e r s  to  r e a d  and w r i t e  when they

were o f f  d u ty .  The army a t t r a c t e d  many b l a c k s  b e c a u s e  i t

gave them t h i s  o p p o r tu n i t y  to  l e a r n  to  r e a d  and w r i t e .  In

f a c t ,  t h e r e  was a lm o s t  a r e l i g i o u s  n a tu r e  t o  the f re e d m e n 's
31r e g a r d  f o r  s c h o o l in g .

At f i r s t ,  t h e  War D ep a r tm en t made no  form al 

d e c l a r a t i o n s  on what was to  be  done w ith  t h e  s t a r v i n g  and 

i l l i t e r a t e  s la v e s  a s  th e y  e n t e r e d  Union l i n e s .  However, 

Union o f f i c e r s ,  i n  an  e f f o r t  to  m a in ta in  o r d e r  among t h e i r  

t r o o p s ,  t r i e d  v a r io u s  schemes to  a i d  the  s l a v e s .  G en e ra l  

U ly sse s  S. G ran t made a s y s te m a t i c  re sp o n se  to  the  p l i g h t  o f  

b la c k s  on 11 November 1862, when h e  a p p o in te d  John E a to n ,  

Dartm outh g r a d u a te  a n d  a  fo rm er s c h o o l  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  as 

S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  Negro A f f a i r s  i n  th e  Department o f  the  

T ennessee  (T en n essee ,  p a r t s  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  and K e n tu c k y ) . 

A lthough  con cern ed  p r i m a r i l y  w i th  l a b o r  r e l a t i o n s  on  the  

p l a n t a t i o n s ,  E a ton  a t t e m p te d  to  a t t r a c t  i n s t r u c t o r s  f o r  the  

fo rm er s l a v e s .  A d ju ta n t  G en era l  Lorenzo  Thomas i n d i c a t e d

31L e rn e r ,  B la c k  Women i n  W h ite  A m erica , pp . 27^-29, 
99-101; F i s h e l  and Q u a r le s ,  The; N egro A m erican , pp. 236-27; 
George R. B e n t le y ,  A H i s to r y  o f  t h e  F reedm en 's  B ureau  (New 
York: Octagon Books") 1974), p .  170 ; Loewenberg and Bogin,
B lack  Women i n  N in e te e n th - C e n tu r y , p p .  8 9 -9 4 .
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th e  War D e p a r tm e n t 's  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t io n  o f  th e  

freedm en on 29 Septem ber 1863, when he empowered E a to n  to  

f u r n i s h  t e a c h e r s  w i th  q u a r t e r s ,  s u s te n a n c e ,  and t r a n s p o r t a 

t i o n .  G eneral Thomas a l s o  a u t h o r i z e d  E a ton  to  c o n f i s c a t e  

the  homes o f  r e b e l s  f o r  u se  as b l a c k  s c h o o ls .  By 1865 , more

th an  102 p e r s o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  many b la c k s ,  w ere  t e a c h in g

6,267 p u p i l s  i n  74 s c h o o ls  in  t h e  D epartm ent o f  th e  

T e n n essee .  I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  Eaton a l s o  began t o  

l e g a l i z e  m a r r ia g e  (m a r r ia g e  o f  b l a c k s  was n o t  l e g a l  i n

s l a v e r y )  among th e  freedm en  to  p rom ote  c h a s t i t y  and d i g n i t y
32in  f a m i ly  r e l a t i o n s .

G eneral Benjam in B u t l e r  i n s t i t u t e d  a  s i m i l a r  program  

in  h i s  d ep a r tm en t  f o r  b l a c k s .  On 5 December 1863, he  

a p p o in te d  C o lo n e l J .  B. Kinsman a s  C hief o f  a  D epartm en t of 

Negro A f f a i r s  an d  d i r e c t e d  him to  f u r n i s h  a l l  p o s s i b l e  a i d  

to  p e r s o n s  g i v in g  s e c u l a r  and r e l i g i o u s  i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  th e  

b la c k s  i n  the  D epartm en t o f  V i r g i n i a  and N o r th  C a r o l in a .  

V arious  b e n e v o le n t  a s s o c i a t i o n s  p ro v id e d  s c h o o l  s u p p l i e s  and 

t e a c h e r s  w hile  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  f u r n i s h e d  s c h o o lh o u se s ,  

lo d g in g ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  and fo o d  f o r  th e  t e a c h e r s .  By J u ly  

1864, s i x t y - s i x  t e a c h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a t  l e a s t  s i x  b l a c k s ,

0 0 John W. B lass in g am e , "The Union Army as an 
E d u c a t io n a l  I n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  N eg ro es ,  1862-1865 ,"  J o u r n a l  o f  
Negro E d u c a t io n  34 (1 9 6 5 ) :1 5 2 -5 3 ;  C orn ish , "U nion Army as  a 
School f o r  N e g ro e s ,"  p p . 374-82; E l l i s  0. Knox, "The O r ig in  
and Development o f  th e  Negro S e p a r a te  S c h o o l ,"  J o u r n a l  o f  
Negro E d u c a t io n  16 (1947) : 273-75.
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were i n s t r u c t i n g  t h r e e  th o u san d  b l a c k  p u p i l s  i n  N o r th  
33C a r o l in a  a lo n e .

In  December 1862, G enera l  N a th a n ie l  P . Banks 

s u c c e e d e d  G en e ra l  B u t l e r  as  commander o f  t h e  D ep artm en t o f  

th e  G u lf  ( L o u i s i a n a ,  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  and  T e x a s ) .  G e n e ra l  

Banks, fo rm er S p e a k e r  o f  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  House o f  

R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  and  Governor o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  i n s t i t u t e d  

th e  m ost th o ro u g h  o f  a l l  system s f o r  e d u c a t i n g  th e  freedm en  

in  h i s  d e p a r tm e n t .  In  O ctober  1863, Banks a u t h o r i z e d  a  

com m ission to  t a k e  a  census  o f  b l a c k s  i n  h i s  d e p a r tm e n t  and 

to  e s t a b l i s h  s c h o o ls  f o r  them in  New O r le a n s .  W ith t h e  

a p p ro v a l  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  Banks i s s u e d  on 22 March 1864 

G en e ra l  O rder No. 38 to  govern  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and g row th  

o f  b l a c k  s c h o o ls  i n  h i s  d e p a r tm e n t .  The d i r e c t i v e  

e s t a b l i s h e d  a b o a r d  o f  e d u c a t io n  f o r  th e  D epartm en t o f  th e  

G u lf ,  w i t h  Rush P lum ly  a s  g e n e r a l  ch a irm an  an d  L i e u t e n a n t  

Edwin Wheelock a s  s u p e r v i s o r  in  L o u i s i a n a .  Among o t h e r  

t h i n g s ,  Banks empowered th e  b o a rd  t o  e s t a b l i s h  s c h o o ls  in  

each  p a r i s h ;  to  s e l e c t  t e a c h e r s  and  r e q u i r e  them  to  a t t e n d  

an a n n u a l  workshop co n d u c ted  by t h e  b o a rd ;  t o  r e g u l a t e  th e  

c u r r ic u lu m ;  to  l e v y  a  p r o p e r ty  t a x  to  s u p p o r t  th e  s c h o o l s ;  

and to  p ro v id e  b o o k s ,  a t  c o s t ,  to  a l l  b l a c k  a d u l t s .  By 

December 1864, t h e  b o a rd  o f  e d u c a t io n  was o p e r a t i n g  95

33B la ss in g a m e , "The Union Army as  an  E d u c a t io n a l  
I n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  N e g ro e s ,"  pp . 153 -54 ; O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s , 
S e r i e s  3, Vol. I l l ,  pp . 1139-44; M cPherson, N e g ro 's  C i v i l  
War, p p .  133-39 . ------------------
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sch o o ls  w i t h  9 ,571  c h i l d r e n  and 2 ,000  a d u l t s  u n d e r  th e
3 1

t u t e l a g e  o f  162 b l a c k  and w h i t e  t e a c h e r s .

M rs. Mary D, B r ic e ,  a  w h ite  t e a c h e r  from  Ohio,

opened a f r e e  s c h o o l  f o r  b l a c k  c h i l d r e n  in  New O r le a n s  in

1862 a f t e r  Union f o r c e s  h a d  o c c u p ie d  th e  c i t y .  A f e d e r a l

Commission o f  E n r o l lm e n t ,  o r g a n iz e d  u n d er  L ie u t e n a n t  W il l ia m

B. S t ic k n e y ,  e n c o u ra g e d  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  to  b e g in  s c h o o ls

f o r  the  c h i l d r e n  o f  e m a n c ip a te d  s l a v e s ,  and by  th e  b e g in n in g

o f  1864 e i g h t  such  i n s t i t u t i o n s  had been  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  New

O rle a n s .  One o f  them  was u n d e r  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  P. M.
35W illiam , a  b la c k  g r a d u a te  o f  Dartm outh C o l le g e .

A f t e r  th e  War D epartm en t began  to  r e c r u i t  b l a c k  

s o l d i e r s  i n  th e  S o u th  f o l lo w in g  th e  E m an c ip a tio n  P ro c la m a

t i o n ,  many p e r p l e x i n g  p ro b lem s became a p p a r e n t .  F i r s t ,  i t  

was d i f f i c u l t  to  r e c r u i t  a g e n t s  f o r  com m unication w i th  th e  

i l l i t e r a t e  fo rm er s l a v e s .  Second, th e  a t te m p t  to  t r a i n  them 

i n  w a r fa re  was v e r y  d i f f i c u l t .  C o n seq u en tly ,  th e  o f f i c e r s  

o f  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  t h e  b l a c k  re g im e n ts  began to  te a c h  t h e i r  

t ro o p s  i n  v a r io u s  w ays . C o lo n e l  H ig g in so n ,  commander o f  th e  

T h i r t y - t h i r d  U n i te d  S t a t e s  C o lo re d  I n f a n t r y ,  a p p o in te d  th e  

c h a p la in  a s  r e g im e n ta l  t e a c h e r  and Mrs. Mary C ham berla in  as

34Howard A. W hite , The F reedm en 's  B ureau  in  
L o u is ia n a  (B aton  Rouge: L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,
1970), p p .  166-68; B la s s in g a m e ,  "The Union Army as an 
E d u c a t io n a l  I n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  N e g ro e s ,"  pp . 153-54 .

35W h ite ,  The F re e d m e n 's  Bureau  in  L o u is ia n a ,  p .
! 67 . -------------------------------------------------------------------------
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h i s  a s s i s t a n t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  th e  w ives  o f  many o f  th e  

o f f i c e r s  and men ( i n c lu d i n g  S u s ie  King T a y lo r )  w ere  

a p p o in te d  t e a c h e r s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  th e  men o f  th e  o t h e r  b l a c k  

r e g im e n ts  a t t e n d e d  s c h o o ls  co n d u c ted  by t h e i r  c h a p la in s  and  

n o r th e r n  b la c k  and w h i te  t e a c h e r s .  The d e s i r e  f o r  e d u c a t io n  

was so s t r o n g  among some o f  th e  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  t h a t  many 

t im es  th e y  p a id  f i f t y  c e n t s  to  one d o l l a r  e v e ry  month to
36h i r e d  t e a c h e r s  o u t  o f  t h e i r  s ev en  d o l l a r s  a month s a l a r y .

Regim ents o f  n o r th e r n  b la c k s  w ere  a l s o  p a r t i c i p a n t s  

i n  w e l l - d e v e lo p e d  e d u c a t io n a l  p rog ram s. Dr. H enry Bow ditch, 

n o te d  B oston  b l a c k  p h y s ic i a n ,  o rg a n iz e d  a sc h o o l  f o r  th e  men 

o f  th e  F i f t y - f i f t h  M a ss a c h u se t ts  I n f a n t r y  R egim ent. C o lone l 

James B eecher  and h i s  w i f e ,  F ra n c e s ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  such  an 

e f f i c a c i o u s  sy s tem  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  in  th e  T h i r t y - f i f t h  t h a t  

when th e  re g im e n t  was m u s te re d  o u t  o f  s e r v i c e  e a c h  man c o u ld  

p ro u d ly  s ig n  h i s  name to  th e  p a y r o l l .  The b la c k s  w ere so 

im p re s se d  by th e  i n s t r u c t i o n  th e y  r e c e i v e d  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  

and  men o f  th e  S ix ty - s e c o n d  and S i x t y - f i f t h  c o n t r i b u t e d  

$6 ,380  to  e s t a b l i s h  L in c o ln  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  M is s o u r i .  James 

M il to n  T u rn e r ,  fo rm er  s l a v e  and s c h o o l t e a c h e r ,  was v e ry  

i n s t r u m e n t a l  in  h e lp in g  to  e s t a b l i s h  L in c o ln .  A f t e r  b e in g  

wounded a t  th e  b a t t l e  o f  S h i lo h ,  T u rn e r  r e t u r n e d  to  M is s o u r i

Thomas W. H ig g in so n ,  Army L i f e  i n  a  B la c k  Regiment 
(W ill iam sto w n , M a ss .:  C orner  House P u b l i s h e r s ,  1870;
r e p r i n t e d  1971), p .  254; C o rn ish ,  "Union Army a s  a School 
f o r  N e g ro e s ,"  pp . 374-82; B lass in g am e , "The Union Army as  an 
E d u c a t io n a l  I n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  N e g ro e s ,"  p p .  154-55 .
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where he had  t a u g h t  and , w i th  t h e  h e lp  o f  t h e  two b la c k

r e g im e n ts ,  r a i s e d  fu n d s  to  found  L in c o ln  I n s t i t u t e .  T h is

s m a l l  b la c k  c o l l e g e  i n  J e f f e r s o n  welcomed a l l  b l a c k s ,
37e s p e c i a l l y  s o l d i e r s  r e t u r n i n g  from  th e  w ar.

By th e  end  o f  1864, b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  h ad  p e r fo rm e d  so

w e l l  t h a t  th e  War D epartm en t on 3 December 1864 o rg a n iz e d

th e  a l l - b l a c k  T w e n t y - f i f t h  Army Corps from  t ro o p s  o f  the

D epartm ent o f  V i r g i n i a  and N o r th  C a r o l in a  u n d e r  G enera l

G odfrey  W e i tz e l .  T h is  became th e  f i r s t  and  o n ly  a l l - b l a c k

army c o rp s  i n  A m erican m i l i t a r y  h i s t o r y .  When G en era l

B u t l e r  u n i t e d  th e  t h i r t y - s e v e n  r e g im e n ts  fo rm in g  th e

T w e n ty - f i f t h  C orps, he  o r d e re d  t h e  c h a p la in s  to  c o n d u c t  a

s c h o o l  in  each  r e g im e n t .  Thus, B u t l e r  g u a r a n te e d  t h a t

29 ,875 b la c k  s o l d i e r s  w ould r e c e i v e  s y s t e m a t i c  
38i n s t r u c t i o n .

The im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  t h e  b l a c k s '  overw helm ing 

d e s i r e  f o r  e d u c a t io n  h a d  s e v e r a l  im p o r ta n t  co n seq u en ces .  

Thousands o f  b la c k s  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  f i r s t  i n s t r u c t i o n  in  

s c h o o ls  s u p e rv i s e d  o r  e s t a b l i s h e d  by  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s .

In  a d d i t i o n ,  t e a c h e r s  p rom oted  th e  b l a c k s '  w i l l i n g n e s s  to

37B lass in g am e , "The Union Army as  an  E d u c a t io n a l  
I n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  N e g ro e s ,"  p .  156; W. A ugustus  Low and V i r g i l  
A. C l i f t ,  E n c y c lo p e d ia  o f  B lack  A m erica (New York: McGraw-
H i l l ,  I n c . ,  1981),  p p .  820-21 .

90

O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s , S e r i e s  1 , V ol. X LII, P t .  1, p p .  
848-50; S e r ie s  3, V o l.  IV, p .  789; Dudley T. C o rn ish ,  The 
S ab le  Arm: Negro Troops in  t h e  Union Army, 1.861-1865 (New
York": W. W. N orton  & C o .,  19"66> , p .  281.
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d e fen d  t h e i r  c i v i l  and p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  by e x c e l l e n t

p e rfo rm an ce  on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d .  The e d u c a t io n a l  v e n tu r e s

o f  th e  Union army w ere  a l s o  im p o r ta n t  b e c a u se  they w e re  the
39f o r e r u n n e r s  o f  th e  F reed m en 's  B ureau .

In  e v e ry  n o r t h e r n  c i t y  w i t h  a  s i z a b l e  b lack  p o p u la 

t i o n  th e  b l a c k  c h u rc h e s  and  s e c u l a r  l e a d e r s  formed 

f re e d m e n 's  a i d  s o c i e t i e s .  A f e d e r a l  p o l i c y  f o r  r e l i e f  of 

freedm en d ev e lo p ed  so s lo w ly  t h a t  p r i v a t e  p e r s o n s ,  b o t h  

b la c k  and w h i t e ,  u n d e r to o k  to  su p p lem en t i t .  As e a r l y  as 

F e b ru a ry  1862, m e e t in g s  w ere  h e l d  i n  many n o r th e r n  c i t i e s  

f o r  th e  e x p re s s  p u rp o se  o f  r e n d e r i n g  more e f f e c t i v e  a i d  to 

b la c k s  i n  th e  South . On 22 F e b ru a ry ,  th e  N a t io n a l  F reedm en 's  

R e l i e f  A s s o c ia t io n  was o r g a n iz e d  i n  New York, and so o n  

t h e r e a f t e r  t h e  C on traband  R e l i e f  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  C in c in n a t i .  

W ith in  months many o t h e r  a i d  s o c i e t i e s  were o r g a n iz e d .  Some 

o f  th e  l a r g e r  and b e t t e r  known w ere  t h e  Contraband R e l i e f  

A s s o c ia t io n  o f  W ash ing ton , t h e  Union R e l i e f  A s s o c i a t i o n  of 

th e  I s r a e l  B e th e l  Church in  W ash in g to n , th e  F reed m en 's  

F r ie n d  S o c ie ty  o f  B ro o k ly n ,  t h e  A f r i c a n  C i v i l i z a t i o n  S o c ie ty  

in  New York, and th e  M other B e th e l  Church i n  P h i l a d e lp h ia .  

These a s s o c i a t i o n s  s o l i c i t e d  g i f t s  o f  c l o t h i n g  and d o n a t io n s  

o f  c a sh .  They d i s t r i b u t e d  h u n d re d s  o f  b a r r e l s  and b o x e s  of

39B e n t le y ,  A H i s to r y  o f  th e  F reed m en 's  B ureau , p.
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d o n a te d  c l o t h i n g  as  w e l l  a s  food and  m e d ic a l  s u p p l i e s  to
40needy  c o n t r a b a n d s .

E l i z a b e t h  K eck ley , Mrs. L i n c o l n ' s  b l a c k  s e a m s t r e s s ,  

was t h e  o r g a n i z e r  o f  t h e  C o n trab an d  R e l i e f  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  

W ash ing ton . B o m  a s l a v e  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  Mrs. K eckley h a d  

moved to  S t .  L o u is  i n  t h e  1840s. She worked as a s e a m s t r e s s  

and d ressm ak e r  and p u rc h a se d  freedom  f o r  h e r s e l f  and h e r  son 

i n  1855 . She l a t e r  moved to  W ash ing ton , w here  she came to  

th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  Mrs. L in c o ln  and was g iv en  a  job  a s  t h e  . 

F i r s t  L a d y 's  m o d is te  i n  1861. K eck ley  soon became a  c l o s e  

f r i e n d  and c o n f i d a n t e  o f  M rs. L i n c o l n . ^

K eckley  founded  th e  C on traband  R e l i e f  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  

W ashington  as a  r e s u l t  o f  c o n ta c t  w i t h  d e s t i t u t e  freedm en  

f l o c k in g  i n to  W ash ing ton  d u r in g  t h e  summer o f  1862. The 

id e a  o f  o r g a n iz in g  a r e l i e f  a s s o c i a t i o n  came to  h e r  a f t e r  

w i tn e s s in g  a f e s t i v a l  g iv e n  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  w h i t e  

s i c k  and  wounded s o l d i e r s  o f  th e  c i t y .  On t h e  f o l lo w in g  

Sunday i n  c h u rc h ,  she s u g g e s te d  t h a t  a s o c i e t y  o f b l a c k  

p e o p le  be form ed to  work f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  d e s t i t u t e  

freedm en . The i d e a  p ro v e d  p o p u la r ,  and in  two weeks t h e  

C on traband  R e l i e f  A s s o c i a t i o n  was o r g a n iz e d  w i th  f o r t y

^ M c P h e rs o n ,  N e g r o 's  C i v i l  W ar, pp . 133-38;
F r a n k l i n ,  From S la v e r y  to  Freedom, p .  275.

^ E l i z a b e t h  K eck ley ,  B ehind th e  S c e n e s :  T h i r t y
Y ears a  S lave a n d  Four Y ea rs  in  t h e  White House (New York:
G. W. C a r le to n  & C o .,  1868, r e p r i n t  e d . , New Y ork: A m o
P re s s  & The New York T im es, 1968), p p .  1 7 -8 5 .



173

w o rk in g  members. K eck ley ,  as  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  

t r a v e l e d  e x t e n s iv e ly  s e c u r i n g  money and d o n a t io n s  o f  goods .  

Mrs. L in c o ln  and th e  P r e s i d e n t  a l s o  made f r e q u e n t  c o n t r i b u 

t i o n s .  K eckley  d e v e lo p e d  a f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  many p ro m in en t  

men, such  as  F r e d e r i c k  D ouglass  (who o f t e n  l e c t u r e d  f o r  t h e  

a s s o c i a t i o n ) ,  W endell P h i l l i p s ,  an d  R everend  Henry H.

G a rn e t .  In  i t s  f i r s t  two y e a r s  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  s p e n t  more 

th a n  s i x t e e n  hundred  d o l l a r s  and d i s t r i b u t e d  o v e r  one 

h u n d re d  b a r r e l s  and b o x e s  o f  d o n a te d  c l o t h i n g  to  needy 

c o n t r a b a n d s . ^

D uring most o f  th e  w ar, Union a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  

c o n t r a b a n d s  was c h a o t i c .  A b o l i t i o n i s t s  b eg an  u r g in g  th e  

governm ent to  ad o p t a  u n ifo rm  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o l i c y  to w ard  

th e  freedm en as  soon a s  i t  became c l e a r  t h a t  th e  C i v i l  War 

w ou ld  r e s u l t  i n  some d e g re e  o f  e m a n c ip a t io n .  Not o n ly  w ere  

t h e r e  d i f f e r e n t  sy s tem s  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  S o u th  o f  c a r in g  f o r  

th e  c o n t r a b a n d s  and u t i l i z i n g  t h e i r  l a b o r ,  b u t  t h e r e  w ere

f r e q u e n t  c o n f l i c t s  o f  a u t h o r i t y  r e g a r d i n g  f r e e d m e n 's  a f f a i r s
43b e tw een  th e  Army and t h e  T re a s u ry  D ep a r tm en t.

Under S e c r e t a r y  o f  War Simon Cameron and d u r in g  

S e c r e t a r y  Edwin S t a n t o n ' s  f i r s t  m onths i n  o f f i c e ,  no 

/ 0
I b i d . ,  pp . 112 -16 ; Loew enberg an d  B ogin , B lack  

Women i n  N in e te e n th - C e n tu r y , p p .  70 -7 7 .
/ Q

James M cPherson, The S t r u g g l e  f o r  E q u a l i t y : 
A b o l i t i o n i s t s  and t h e  N egro i n  t h e  C i v i l  War and R e c o n s t ru c 
t i o n  ( P r in c e to n :  P r in c e to n  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1968),  p .  178;
G e r t e i s ,  From C o n trab an d  to  F reedm an , p p . 1 3 5 -3 9 ;  B e n t le y ,  A 
H i s t o r y  o f  th e  F re e d m e n 's  B u re a u , p p .  2 1 -2 4 .
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e x p l i c i t  p o l i c y  f o r  d e a l i n g  w i th  f u g i t i v e s  was g iv e n  t o  

f i e l d  commanders. Each o f f i c e r ,  l a c k i n g  c l e a r  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  

u sed  h i s  own d i s c r e t i o n .  Army o f f i c e r s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  S ou th  

had  assumed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  th e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  b l a c k s  as 

a  m a t t e r  o f  m i l i t a r y  n e c e s s i t y .  But T re a su ry  S e c r e t a r y  

Salmon P. Chase a l s o  c la im e d  some a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  th e  f r e e d 

men b ecau se  h i s  d e p a r tm e n t  was in  c h a rg e  o f  abandoned l a n d s  

and e s t a t e s .  F o r  s e v e r a l  months d u r in g  th e  w i n t e r  o f  1861- 

62, T re a s u ry  A gent Edward L. P i e r c e  h a d  a d m in i s t e r e d  t h e  

a f f a i r s  o f  th e  b la c k s  a t  P o r t  R oyal.  A d i s p u te  l a t e r  

e r u p te d  in  t h e  South  C a r o l in a  Sea I s l a n d s  be tw een  a g e n ts  o f  

th e  T re a su ry  D ep artm en t and m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  o v e r  th e  

q u e s t io n  o f  a u t h o r i t y .  There  was a n e e d  f o r  a  u n i f i e d  

p o l i c y  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  th e  l a r g e  number o f  f u g i t i v e s ,  

ahandoned l a n d ,  and a  l a b o r  sy s tem  f o r  th e  freedm en on 

abandoned and o c c u p ie d  la n d .  A b o l i t i o n i s t s  recommended th e  

c r e a t i o n  o f  a  f e d e r a l  b u re a u  o f  em a n c ip a t io n  to  c o o r d i n a t e

and a d m in i s t e r  to  t h e  n eed s  o f  th e  freedm en , a s  w e l l  as
A A-p ro v id e  p r o t e c t i o n  and  e d u c a t io n  f o r  them.

In  e a r l y  1862, S e c r e t a r y  S ta n to n  gave command o f  th e  

Sea I s l a n d s  p r o j e c t  to  G en e ra l  Rufus S ax to n , w i t h  o r d e r s  

g iv in g  him e x t e n s i v e  powers to  ta k e  su ch  m e a su re s ,  make such  

r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  th e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  la n d ,  an d

LL
John  G. S p r o a t ,  " B l u e p r i n t  f o r  R a d ic a l  

R e c o n s t r u c t io n , "  J o u r n a l  o f  S o u th e rn  H i s to r y  23 (F e b ru a ry  
1 9 5 7 ) :2 8 -2 9 ;  Rose, R e h e a r s a l  f o r  R e c o n s t r u c t io n , pp . 1 4 4 -5 2 .
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f o r  p r o t e c t i o n ,  employment, and government o f  th e  r e fu g e e s

as c i r c u m s ta n c e s  may r e q u i r e .  S ta n to n ,  in  h i s  f i r s t  weeks

in  o f f ' : ,e, had  t r i e d  to  i n t e r e s t  a  group o f  Congressmen in

fo rm ing  a  commission t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  r e fu g e e  p rob lem .

N oth ing  came o f  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  u n t i l  t h e  R a d ic a l  l e a d e r s

p e r s u a d e d  him to  ta k e  i t  up a g a in  i n  e a r l y  1863.

A c c o rd in g ly ,  on 16 March th e  War D epartm ent c r e a t e d  th e

Am erican F reedm en 's  I n q u i r y  Commission and a u t h o r i z e d  i t  to

" i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  th e  c o lo r e d  p o p u la t i o n

e m a n c ip a te d  by a c t s  o f  C ongress  and th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s

p r o c la m a t io n  o f  1 J a n u a ry  1863, and t o  r e p o r t  w hat m easu res

w i l l  b e s t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e i r  p r o t e c t i o n  and im provem ent, so
45t h a t  t h e y  may d e fen d  and  s u p p o r t  th e m s e lv e s ."

The Commission d e c id e d  to  v i s i t  p e r s o n a l l y  a s  many 

f r e e d m e n 's  camps o f  th e  U n io n -o c c u p ie d  South a s  p o s s i b l e  and 

send q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  to  t h e  a r e a s  th e y  were u n a b le  to  v i s i t .  

The Commission l a t e r  recommended th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  

f re e d m e n 's  b u re a u  to  b r i n g  o r d e r  o u t  o f  th e  ch ao s  o f  f r e e d 

men' s a f f a i r s .  The b u re a u  sh o u ld  f u n c t io n  a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  

th e  end o r  th e  w ar ,  s h o u ld  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  employment and  wage 

c o n t r a c t s  o f  freedm en, and sh o u ld  e s t a b l i s h  c o u r t s  to  

a d j u d i c a t e  d i s p u te s  r e l a t i n g  to  f reedm en . The Commission 

a l s o  em p h as ized  th e  n e e d  f o r  t e a c h in g  t h e  b la c k s  s e l f -  

r e l i a n c e  and e s t a b l i s h i n g  s c h o o ls  to  b e  s t a f f e d  by t e a c h e r s

^ O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s , S e r i e s  3, V ol. I l l ,  pp. 73-74; 
S p ro a t ,  " B l u e p r i n t  f o r  R a d ic a l  R e c o n s t r u c t io n , "  pp . 2 9 -3 4 .
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from  th e  f re e d m e n 's  a i d  s o c i e t i e s  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p ic e s  o f  th e  

p ro p o se d  f re e d m e n 's  b u re a u .  Such g u a rd ia n s h ip  by th e  b u r e a u  

s h o u ld  be r e p l a c e d  as  soon a s  p o s s i b l e  by e q u a l  laws e q u a l l y  

a d m in i s t e r e d .  The same c i v i l  and p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  e n jo y e d  

by w h i te s  s h o u ld  be  g r a n te d  to  freedm en. I f  th e y  were to  

become s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g ,  l i k e  th e  w h i t e s ,  th e y  s h o u ld  h ave  

th e  same c i v i l  and p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s ,  s t a t e d  th e  

Commission. ^

S e n a to r  C h a r le s  Sumner from M a ss a c h u se t ts  was th e  

r e a l  f a t h e r  o f  th e  American F reed m en 's  I n q u i r y  Commission. 

S ta n to n  had become a c lo s e  f r i e n d  and c o n f id a n t  o f  Sumner. 

T h e i r  l i a i s o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  m a t t e r s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  b la c k s  

and  c o n d i t i o n s  in  t h e  S ou th , was a c o n s t a n t  so u rc e  o f  

i r r i t a t i o n  t o  some o f  S t a n t o n 's  c o l l e a g u e s  i n  th e  a d m in is 

t r a t i o n .  Sumner became th e  g u id in g  f o r c e  b e h in d  th e  new 

com m ission; S ta n to n  m ere ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  i t .  For more th a n  a 

y e a r  th e  Am erican F reedm en 's  I n q u i r y  Commission f u n c t io n e d  

as  an  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  body f o r  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and  as  th e  

ey es  and e a r s  o f  th e  R a d ic a ls  in  and o u t  o f  C ongress .  I t s  

o f f i c i a l  f in d i n g s  and recom m endations s e t  f o r t h  a  compre

h e n s iv e  p rogram  f o r  d e a l in g  w i th  t h e  freedm en and w i th  t h e
47S o u th  d u r in g  and a f t e r  th e  w ar .

^ O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s , S e r i e s  3, V ol. I l l ,  pp . 430 -54 ; 
V ol. IV, pp . 381-82 .

^ S p r o a t ,  " B l u e p r i n t  f o r  R a d ic a l  R e c o n s t r u c t io n , "  
p p . 34-35; B e n t le y ,  A H i s to r y  o f  th e  F reed m en 's  B u re a u , p p . 
2 5 -2 9 ;  O f f i c i a l  R e c o rd s , S e r i e s  3, V ol. IV, pp . 289-382 .
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The Com m ission 's  recom m endations l a i d  the

f o u n d a t io n s  f o r  th e  F reedm en 's  B ureau . F r e d e r i c k  D ouglass

and  o th e r  b la c k s  became s t r o n g  p ro p o n e n ts  o f  such a  b u reau .

On 9 November 1863, o f f i c i a l s  o f  f re e d m e n 's  a i d  s o c i e t i e s  o f

P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  B oston , and New York h e ld  a  r a l l y  to  b r i n g

p r e s s u r e  on th e  governm ent i n  b e h a l f  o f  a f r e e d m e n 's  bureau .

They a l s o  s e n t  a d e l e g a t i o n  to  m eet w i th  P r e s i d e n t  L in c o ln ,

a s  w e l l  as  p r o v id in g  l o b b y i s t s  f o r  th e  b u r e a u  in  C ongress .

A f t e r  lo n g  d e b a te s  i n  b o th  h o u se s  o f  C o n g re s s ,  t h a t  c e n te r e d

m a in ly  on th e  q u e s t io n  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  b i l l  f i n a l l y

p a s s e d  b o th  h o u se s ,  p l a c i n g  th e  b u re a u  u n d e r  th e  War

D ep ar tm en t,  and was s ig n e d  by L in c o ln  on 3 March 1865. The

law  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  th e  War D epartm ent a B u re a u  o f R efugees ,

Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands to  l a s t  f o r  o n e  year  a f t e r  the

e n d  o f  th e  w ar. The p u rp o se s  w ere  to  d i s p e n s e  r e l i e f ,

s u p e r v i s e  th e  l a b o r  o f  f r e e d  b l a c k s ,  p r o v id e  them w i t h

e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  make r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r

t r e a t m e n t ,  e s t a b l i s h  f re e d m e n 's  c o u r t s ,  and  s e t t l e  t h e
48b l a c k s  on abandoned and c o n f i s c a t e d  la n d s .

The com m issioner o f  th e  b u re a u  and a s  many a s  ten  

a s s i s t a n t  com m iss ioners  were to  b e  a p p o in te d  by the  

P r e s i d e n t ,  w i th  th e  c o n s e n t  o f  th e  S e n a te .  L in c o ln  pondered  

f o r  some tim e h i s  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  head  o f  t h e  b u re a u .  

A b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  b o th  b la c k  and w h i t e ,  u rg ed  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  to

^ M c P h e rso n ,  S t r u g g le  f o r  E q u a l i t y , p p .  186-91 ; 
B e n t le y ,  A H is to r y  of~~the F reed m en 's  B u reau , pp. 4 0 -4 9 .
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g iv e  p a t i e n t  and  c o n s c i e n t io u s  a t t e n t i o n  to  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  

th e  h ead  o f  th e  b u re a u .  Salmon P. Chase, who h ad  become 

C h ie f  J u s t i c e  o f  th e  Supreme C o u rt ,  recommended G enera l  

Rufus Sax ton  to  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  John E a ton  and  James E. 

Yeatman were a l s o  recommended. L in c o ln  o f f e r e d  th e  p o s t  to  

James Yeatman, who was w e l l  known i n  b l a c k - r e l i e f  c i r c l e s .  

His e x p e r ie n c e  w i t h  th e  W es te rn  S a n i t a r y  Commission h ad  made 

him th o ro u g h ly  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  th e  s o u rc e s  o f  c h a r i t y  and th e  

k in d  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  th e  b u re a u  w ou ld  have t o  depend upon . 

H is  e f f o r t s  to  im prove c o n d i t i o n s  i n  th e  c o n t r a b a n d  camps 

a l s o  m arked him a s  a man who would t r y  to  r u n  t h e  b u re a u  f o r  

t h e  sak e  o f  th e  b l a c k s .  However, Yeatman d e c l i n e d  th e  

P r e s i d e n t ' s  o f f e r .  L i n c o l n ' s  f i n a l  c h o ic e  o f  a  com m iss ioner  

was b a s e d  on th e  recom m endation o f  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War S ta n to n ,  

who recommended O l iv e r  O t i s  Howard. However, t h e  a p p o i n t 

ment was d e la y e d  u n t i l  Howard c o u ld  l e a v e  h i s  command i n  t h e  

f i e l d .  U n t i l  26 A p r i l  1865, he was commanding g e n e ra l  o f  

th e  Army o f  th e  T e n n essee .  A lthough  L in c o ln  was dead b e f o r e  

Howard gave up h i s  command, h i s  s u c c e s s o r ,  Andrew Johnson , 

a p p o in te d  Howard Com m issioner o f  th e  F reed m en 's  Bureau

b ecau se  S ta n to n  t o l d  him L in c o ln  had  d e c id e d  t o  o f f e r  t h e  
49p o s t  to  Howard.

The F reedm en 's  B u re a u  was an  a t te m p t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a 

governm ent g u a rd ia n s h ip  o v e r  th e  b l a c k s  o f  t h e  South  and

49 B e n t le y ,  A H i s to r y  o f  th e  F reed m en 's  Bureau, p p .  
4 9 -5 2 . ---------------------------------------------
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i n s u r e  t h e i r  economic and c i v i l  r i g h t s .  I t s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t

was a h e r c u le a n  t a s k  b o th  p h y s i c a l l y  and s o c i a l l y ,  and i t

n o t  o n ly  met th e  s o l i d  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  w h i te  South , b u t

even th e  N o r th  lo o k ed  a t  i t  a s  s o c i a l i s t i c  and o v e r -  
50p a t e r n a l .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  t h e  b u re a u  a id e d  r e f u g e e s  and 

freedm en by f u r n i s h i n g  s u p p l i e s  and m e d ic a l  s e r v i c e s ,  

s u p e r v i s in g  c o n t r a c t s  be tw een  freedm en  and t h e i r  em p lo y e rs ,  

and managing c o n f i s c a t e d  and abandoned  l a n d s . The b u re a u  

a l s o  r e s e t t l e d  many p e o p le  who had  b een  d i s p l a c e d  by th e  

w ar .  There can  be no doubt t h a t  th e  Freedm en1s Bureau 

r e l i e v e d  much s u f f e r i n g  among b la c k s  and w h i t e s . Between 

1865 and 1869, f o r  exam ple, t h e  b u re a u  i s s u e d  tw en ty -o n e  

m i l l i o n  r a t i o n s ,  a p p ro x im a te ly  f i v e  m i l l i o n  g o in g  to  w h i t e s  

and f i f t e e n  m i l l i o n  to  b l a c k s .  The b u re a u  a c h ie v e d  i t s  

g r e a t e s t  s u c c e s s ,  how ever, i n  e d u c a t io n .  I t  s e t  up o r  

s u p e rv i s e d  a l l  k in d s  o f  s c h o o ls :  day , n i g h t ,  Sunday, and

i n d u s t r i a l  s c h o o ls ,  a s  w e l l  a s  c o l l e g e s .  I t  c o o p e ra te d  

c l o s e l y  w i th  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  and  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  

th e  N orth  i n  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  many i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Among 

th e  s c h o o ls  founded  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  w hich  r e c e i v e d  a i d  from  

th e  b u reau  w ere  Howard U n i v e r s i t y ,  Hampton I n s t i t u t e ,  S t .

F o r  a  d i s c u s s io n  o f  w hate  and b la c k  r e a c t i o n s  to  
th e  F reedm en 's  B ureau , see  P a u l  D. P h i l l i p s ,  "W hite  R e a c t io n  
to  th e  Freedm en1s B ureau  in  T e n n e s s e e ,"  T ennessee  H i s t o r i c a l  
Q u a r t e r ly  25 (1 9 6 6 ) :5 0 —62; L o v e t t ,  "The Negro i n  T en n essee ,  
1861-1866 ,"  pp . 175 -91 .
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A u g u s t i n e ' s  C o l le g e ,  A t l a n t a  U n i v e r s i t y ,  F i s k  U n i v e r s i t y ,
51S t o r e r  C o l l e g e ,  and Johnson C. Smith U n i v e r s i t y .

The C i v i l  War a c c e l e r a t e d  b la c k  A m e r ic a n s ' d r iv e  f o r

c i v i l  r i g h t s  and d e s e g r e g a t io n  i n  th e  N o r th .  D i s c r i m i n a t i o n

a g a i n s t  b l a c k s  and th e  f i r m ly  h e l d  b e l i e f  in  t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y

o f  th e  w h i t e  r a c e  w ere  n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  th e  S o u th  b u t  w ere

s h a r e d  by an overw helm ing m a j o r i t y  o f  w h i t e  A m ericans i n  th e

N o r th .  Abraham L in c o ln ,  in  h i s  v ig o ro u s  s u p p o r t  o f  b o th

w h i t e  suprem acy and d e n ia l  o f  e q u a l  r i g h t s  f o r  b l a c k s ,

s im p ly  gave e x p r e s s io n  to  a lm o s t  u n i v e r s a l  Am erican

c o n v i c t i o n s . I t  was g e n e r a l l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  s u p e r i o r

w h i t e  r a c e ,  w i th  i t s  r o o t s  deep  in  th e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  law

an d  governm ent, h ad  th e  o b l i g a t i o n  o f  t e a c h i n g  th e  i n f e r i o r

b l a c k  r a c e ,  w i th  i t s  h i s t o r y  o f  fo u r  th o u s a n d  y e a r s  o f

b a r b a r i s m ,  t h e  p r e c i o u s  knowledge o f  c i t i z e n s h i p .  T h e re fo re ,

d e s p i t e  t h e  ab sen ce  o f  s l a v e r y  i n  th e  N o r th ,  f reedom  d i d  n o t
52c o n f e r  c i t i z e n s h i p .

W. E. B. DuBois, " R e c o n s t r u c t io n  and I t s  B e n e f i t s , "  
A m erican H i s t o r i c a l  Review 15 ( J u l y  1 9 1 0 ) :7 8 1 -9 9 ;  F r a n k l i n ,  
From S la v e r y  to  F reedom , pp. 306-309; Weymouth T. J o rd a n ,
"The F re e d m e n 's  B ureau  o f  T e n n e s s e e ,"  E a s t  T e n n essee  
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  P a p e r s  11 ( 1 9 3 9 ) : 4 7 - 6 1 ; P r e s t o n  R. M erry , 
"The F reed m en 's  B ureau  in  T e n n e sse e ,  1865-1869" ( M a s te r ' s  
t h e s i s ,  F i s k  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1938).

52Leon F. L itw ac k ,  N o r th  o f  S l a v e r y : The Negro i n
t h e  F ree  S t a t e s ,  1790-1860 (C h ic a g o : The U n i v e r s i t y  o f
Chicago  P r e s s ,  1961), p p . 1 5 -1 6 ;  Guion G r i f f i s  Johnson , 
" S o u th e rn  P a t e r n a l i s m  Toward N egroes A f t e r  E m a n c ip a t io n ,"  
J o u r n a l  o f  S o u th e rn  H is to r y  23 (November 1 9 5 7 ) :4 8 4 -8 5 .
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In  m ost p a r t s  o f  th e  N o r th  i n  I860 , b l a c k  men d id

n o t  en jo y  e q u a l  r i g h t s .  B lacks  c o u ld  v o te  on  e q u a l  term s

w i t h  w h i t e s  i n  o n ly  f i v e  s t a t e s :  M aine, New H am pshire ,

Vermont, M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  and Rhode I s l a n d .  These s t a t e s

c o n ta in e d  o n ly  seven  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  n o r th e r n  p o p u la t i o n .  In

New York S t a t e ,  b l a c k s  c o u ld  v o te  o n ly  i f  t h e y  owned two

h u n d red  f i f t y  d o l l a r s  w o r th  o f  p r o p e r t y .  A bout tw en ty -o n e

p e r c e n t  o f  th e  s t a t e ' s  a d u l t  male b la c k s  q u a l i f i e d  u n d er

t h i s  p r o v i s i o n .  No such  r e s t r i c t i o n  was p l a c e d  on w h ite

s u f f r a g e .  S e v e ra l  s t a t e s  p r o h i b i t e d  b la c k s  from  t e s t i f y i n g

a g a i n s t  w h i t e s  in  c o u r t .  T h is  law  gave f r e e  l i c e n s e  to

w h i te s  to  ro b ,  b e a t ,  and k i l l  b la c k s  w i th o u t  f e a r  o f  a r r e s t .

P u b l i c  accom m odations, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s ,

r e s t a u r a n t s ,  h o t e l s ,  and t h e a t e r s  i n  some p a r t s  o f  t h e  N orth

w ere  s e g r e g a te d .  B la c k s  w ere  b a r r e d  from j u r y  s e r v i c e  in

e v e ry  s t a t e  e x c e p t  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  P u b l i c  s c h o o ls  i n  most o f

t h e  n o r t h e r n  c i t i e s  w ere  s e g r e g a t e d .  A lth o u g h  some w h i te

s c h o o ls  a d m i t te d  b l a c k s ,  m ost n o r t h e r n  s t a t e s  e i t h e r

e x c lu d e d  them a l t o g e t h e r  o r  e s t a b l i s h e d  s e p a r a t e  s c h o o ls  f o r

them . B lacks  a l s o  s u f f e r e d  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  h o u s in g  and
53jo b s  in  e v e ry  p a r t  o f  th e  N o r th .

The most e lo q u e n t  and p e r s i s t e n t  spokesmen f o r  the  

r e v o l u t i o n  o f  r a c i a l  e q u a l i t y  d u r in g  th e  war w ere  F r e d e r i c k

53McPherson, Negro's Civil War, pp. 245-46; Litwack,
North of Slavery, pp. 113-17.
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D ouglass  and W endell P h i l l i p s .  D ouglass  was a  b la c k  

a b o l i t i o n i s t  o r a t o r ,  j o u r n a l i s t ,  and spokesman f o r  h i s  

p e o p le .  He l e c t u r e d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  N orth  in  b e h a l f  o f  

e m a n c ip a t io n  and  eq u a l  r i g h t s .  D ouglass  r e a c h e d  th e  minds 

and h e a r t s  o f  w h i te  p e o p le  more e f f e c t i v e l y  th a n  any o t h e r  

man o f  h i s  r a c e .  His m o n th ly  j o u r n a l  was r e a d  by many a n t i 

s l a v e r y  w h i t e s ,  and h i s  l e c t u r e s  drew l a r g e  numbers o f  w h i te  

p e o p le .  D oug lass  saw th e  coming o f  th e  w ar a s  a c ru sa d e  f o r  

f r e e i n g  th e  s l a v e s ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  he u rg ed  b l a c k  men to  form  

m i l i t i a  com panies and a d v i s e d  L in c o ln  t o  e n l i s t  b l a c k s .  Too 

o ld  to  b e a r  arms h im s e l f ,  D oug lass  s e rv e d  as  a  r e c r u i t i n g  

a g e n t ,  t r a v e l i n g  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  N orth  e x h o r t in g  b la c k s  to

s ig n  up . He was e s p e c i a l l y  p ro u d  o f  e n r o l l i n g  two o f  h i s  
54s o n s .

D oug lass  had s e v e r a l  m ee tin g s  w i th  P r e s i d e n t  L in c o ln  

d u r in g  th e  w ar to  d i s c u s s  s l a v e r y ,  e n l i s t m e n t  o f  b la c k s  in  

th e  Union army, d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s ,  c i v i l  

r i g h t s  f o r  b l a c k s ,  and o t h e r  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  b l a c k s .  As 

th e  war drew t o  a  c l o s e ,  D oug lass  c o n c e n t r a t e d  h i s  e f f o r t s  

on s u f f r a g e  f o r  th e  freedm en . I t  was h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  

newly f r e e d  b l a c k s  must have  t h e  v o te  i n  o r d e r  to  p r o t e c t  

and m a in ta in  t h e i r  l i b e r t y .  He l i v e d  to  see  m ost o f  th e  

demands he had  made b e f o r e ,  d u r in g ,  and im m ed ia te ly  a f t e r

"^Leon F. L itw ack , Been i n  th e  Storm  So Lone: The
A f t e m a t h  o f  S la v e ry  (New York: A l f r e d  A. Knopf, 1979),  pp.
77-82; Benjam in Q u a r le s ,  F r e d e r i c k  D ouglass  (New York: 
Atheneum, 1 9 6 9 ) ,  pp. 187-88 .
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t h e  C i v i l  War become th e  law  o f  th e  l a n d .  U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  he 

a l s o  l i v e d  t o  see  many o f  t h e s e  law s, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e
55F o u r te e n th  and F i f t e e n t h  Amendments, become d e a d - l e t t e r s .

W endell  P h i l l i p s  was an A m erican o r a t o r  and 

r e fo rm e r .  He was a  g r a d u a te  o f  H a rv a rd  Law S c h o o l ,  and was 

a d m it te d  to  t h e  b a r  i n  1834, b u t  he to o k  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  in  

th e  l e g a l  p r o f e s s i o n .  He became a c o n f i rm e d  a b o l i t i o n i s t  

and f o l lo w e r  o f  W ill iam  L loyd  G a r r i s o n .  He had  come to  

p rom inence w i t h  a f i e r y  sp eech  in  B o s to n  on 8 December 1837, 

a t  a m e e tin g  c a l l e d  to  p r o t e s t  th e  m u rd e r  o f  th e  

a b o l i t i o n i s t  E l i z a h  P. L ove joy  a t  A l to n ,  I l l i n o i s .  From 

t h a t  tim e t o  th e  C i v i l  War he s e rv e d  i n  m ost m a t t e r s  as  

G a r r i s o n 's  l i e u t e n a n t  and was perh ap s  t h e  most e f f e c t i v e  

o r a t o r  i n  t h e  movement. He was one o f  t h e  f i n e s t  sp e a k e rs  

o f  h i s  c e n tu r y  and was much i n  demand a s  a  l e c t u r e r .  He 

l e c t u r e d  f o r  a n t i s l a v e r y  s o c i e t i e s  an d  w ro te  e d i t o r i a l s  and 

p a m p h le t s . " ^

P h i l l i p s  a s s a i l e d  L i n c o l n ' s  r e l u c t a n c y  t o  u p ro o t  th e  

i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y ,  and a f t e r  e m a n c ip a t io n  he  co n ten d ed  

t h a t  b la c k s  sh o u ld  be g u a ra n te e d  f u l l  c i v i l  r i g h t s .  As

55Benjam in Q u a r le s ,  G rea t  L iv e s  O bserved : F r e d e r ic k
D ouglass  (Englewood C l i f f s ,  N . J . : P r e n t i c e - H a l l ,  1968); p .
11; Nathan I r v i n  H uggins, S la v e  and C i t i z e n :  The L i f e  o f
F r e d e r i c k  D oug lass  (B oston! L i t t l e ,  Brown & C o .,  1 9 8 0 ) ,  p .
t o t :

W endell  P h i l l i p s ,  S peeches , L e c t u r e s ,  and  L e t t e r s  
(New York: Lee & S hepard , 1884; r e p r i n t  e d . ,  New York:
Negro U n i v e r s i t i e s  P r e s s ,  1968),  pp. 2 -1 0 .
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e a r l y  as December 1861, P h i l l i p s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  e n v is io n e d  a

U n i te d  S t a t e s  i n  w hich  th e r e  w ere  no w h i t e s ,  no b l a c k s ,  no

s o u th e r n e r s ,  no n o r t h e r n e r s ,  o n ly  American c i t i z e n s  w i th  one
5 7

i m p a r t i a l  law  o v e r  a l l .

B la c k s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  N o r th  o r g a n iz e d  a s s o c i a t i o n s  

w h ich  sp o n so re d  l e c t u r e s ,  p r o v id e d  l e g a l  a s s i s t a n c e  to  

b l a c k s ,  and s e rv e d  as  a  p r e s s u r e  group in  b e h a l f  o f  th e  

i n t e r e s t s  o f  a l l  b l a c k  p e o p le .  The em ergence o f  a n a t i o n a l  

p o l i c y  o f  a rm ing  b la c k s  to  f i g h t  f o r  th e  U nion gave an 

im p o r ta n t  b o o s t  to  t h e  a n t i s e g r e g a t i o n  e f f o r t s .  The a n t i 

s l a v e r y  p r e s s  began t o  p u b l i s h  s t o r i e s  o f  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  and
i j8

s e g r e g a t i o n  a g a i n s t  b l a c k s . '

The C i v i l  War p roduced  g r e a t  changes i n  th e  s t a t u s  

o f  n o r th e r n  b l a c k s .  Some o f  t h e  more im p o r ta n t  g a in s  f o r  

c i v i l  r i g h t s  d u r in g  th e  war w ere  made on t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l . 

Under th e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  C h a r le s  Sumner, C on g ress  p a s s e d  

s e v e r a l  a n t i d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  m e a su re s  d u r in g  t h e  w ar. I n  1862 

t h e  S en a te  r e p e a l e d  an 1825 law  b a r r i n g  b l a c k s  from c a r r y i n g  

m a i l ,  which l a t e r  p a s s e d  th e  House and became law . Congress 

a l s o  d e c re e d  t h a t  i n  a l l  p ro c e e d in g s  o f  th e  D i s t r i c t  o f  

Columbia c o u r t s  t h e r e  must be no  e x c lu s io n  o f  w i tn e s s e s  

b e c a u s e  o f  r a c e ,  and i n  1864 t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  was b ro ad en ed  

to  c o v e r  e v e r y  f e d e r a l  c o u r t  i n  t h e  n a t i o n .

57I b i d . , pp . 419-34 .
CO
McPherson, Struggle for Equality, pp. 234-37.
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At th e  s t a t e  l e v e l ,  b l a c k  l e a d e r s  were a c t i v e  i n  t h e  

movement to  end  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  an d  s e g r e g a t io n .  C a l i f o r n i a  

b la c k s  w orked h a r d  to  o b t a i n  a  r e p e a l  o f  th e  law b a r r i n g  . 

b l a c k s  from  t e s t i f y i n g  a g a i n s t  w h i t e s .  T h e i r  e f f o r t s  w ere 

rew ard ed  i n  1863 when t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  l e g i s l a t u r e  r e p e a l e d  

t h e  law . B la c k s  c o u ld  h e n c e f o r t h  t e s t i f y  in  any c o u r t  c a s e  

i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  B la c k s  c o u ld  n o t  t e s t i f y  a g a i n s t  w h i t e s  i n  

I l l i n o i s ,  b u t  t h e  m ost s e v e re  f e a t u r e  o f  th e  I l l i n o i s  " b l a c k  

l a w s ,"  a s  th e y  w ere  commonly c a l l e d ,  was th e  law b a r r i n g  

b l a c k  im m ig ra t io n .  E v e ry  b la c k  p e r s o n  e n t e r i n g  t h e  s t a t e  

w i th  i n t e n t  to  s e t t l e  was s u b j e c t  to  a h eavy  f i n e ;  i n  

d e f a u l t  o f  paym ent he c o u ld  be s o l d  a t  p u b l i c  a u c t i o n  to  t h e  

p e r so n  b id d in g  th e  s h o r t e s t  p e r i o d  o f  s e r v i c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  

payment o f  th e  f i n e .  B la c k s  i n  C hicago , u n d er  t h e  l e a d e r 

s h ip  o f  John J o n e s ,  form ed th e  R epeal A s s o c ia t io n  i n  1864. 

T h is  a s s o c i a t i o n  c i r c u l a t e d  a p e t i t i o n  and  o b t a in e d  e le v e n  

th o u san d  s i g n a t u r e s  w hich  Jo n es  l a t e r  c a r r i e d  to  S p r i n g f i e l d  

to  th e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  Jo n es  made a  v e r y  im p re s s iv e  

sp eech  to  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  c o n c e rn in g  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  laws i n  

I l l i n o i s .  The c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  to  U nion 

v i c t o r y  h ad  p ro d u c e d  a  f a v o r a b le  c l im a te  f o r  J o n e s ' s  a p p e a l ,

and th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  F e b ru a ry  1865 r e p e a l e d  th e  law s
59b a r r i n g  b l a c k  im m ig ra t io n  and te s t im o n y .

59McPherson, Negro's Civil War, pp. 249-54; Litwack,
North of Slavery, pp. 70-74.
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Legal b a r r i e r s  f e l l  r a p i d l y  i n  most p a r t s  o f  th e  

N orth  d u r in g  o r  im m e d ia te ly  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War, b u t  o t h e r  

forms o f  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  p ro v ed  more r e s i s t a n t .  B lacks  i n  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  u n d e r  th e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  W ill iam  S t i l l ,  m ounted 

an a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  s t r e e t c a r  s e g r e g a t i o n .  The C i ty  o f  

B r o t h e r ly  Love was one o f  t h e  m ost r i g i d l y  s e g r e g a t e d  c i t i e s  

o f  th e  N o rth .  Most o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s  s t r e e t c a r s  a l lo w e d  

b la c k s  to  r i d e  o n ly  on th e  f r o n t  p l a t f o r m ;  some r e f u s e d  to  

adm it b la c k s  a t  a l l .  B lack s  and w h i t e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r e p e a t e d l y  p e t i t i o n e d  th e  Board o f  Railw ay 

P r e s i d e n t s  and t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  end s t r e e t c a r  

s e g r e g a t io n ,  b u t  to  l i t t l e  a v a i l .  B lack  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  

Union v i c t o r y  on t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  made th e  c r u e l t y  and 

i n j u s t i c e  o f  th e  J im  Crow p o l i c y  more and more o b v io u s ,  and 

by th e  w in t e r  o f  1864-65 th e  R e p u b l ic a n  p a r t y  and th e  

R e p u b lican  p r e s s  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  w ere  s u p p o r t in g  th e  d r i v e  

to  end s t r e e t c a r  s e g r e g a t i o n .  I n  1867 s t r e e t c a r  s e g r e g a t i o n  

ended i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  I t  had  ended  i n  W ash ing ton , D .C .,  

two y e a r s  b e f o r e .  B lack s  d e s e rv e  much o f  t h e  c r e d i t  f o r  

th e s e  t r iu m p h s ,  b e c a u s e  th e y  i n i t i a t e d  th e  d r i v e  and k e p t  up 

th e  p r e s s u r e  u n t i l  s t r e e t c a r  s e g r e g a t i o n  ended th ro u g h o u t  

th e  n o r th e r n  c i t i e s . ^

60H e rb e r t  A p th e k e r ,  e d . , A Documentary H i s to r y  o f  
th e  Negro Peop le  i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  (New York: The
C i t a d e l  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  pp . 502-506 .
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d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i th  s e g r e g a te d ,  i n f e r i o r  s c h o o ls  f o r  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n .  The q u e s t  f o r  e q u a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  by 

b la c k s  p ro m p ted  some s t r o n g  and  f r e q u e n t l y  v i o l e n t  p r o t e s t s  

i n  t h e  N o r th .  The p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  b l a c k  c h i l d r e n  w ould be 

mixed w i t h  w h i te  c h i l d r e n  in  t h e  same c la s s ro o m  p rovoked

w id e s p re a d  f e a r s  and p r e j u d i c e s .  The ad m iss io n  o f  b la c k s  to

w h i te  s c h o o l s ,  o p p o n en ts  m a in ta in e d ,  w ould  r e s u l t  i n  

v io l e n c e  and p ro v e  f a t a l  to  p u b l i c  e d u c a t io n .  M oreover, 

many a l l e g e d  t h a t  b l a c k  c h i l d r e n ,  deg raded , s e m i b a r b a r i c , 

and  im m oral,  w ould  have an  i n j u r i o u s  e f f e c t  on t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n  and  w ould  t e a c h  them v i c i o u s  h a b i t s .  However, 

b l a c k s  c o n t in u e d  t o  send  p e t i t i o n s  to  s c h o o l  b o a r d s ,  c i t y  

c o u n c i l s ,  and s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s .  They a l s o  p r e s s u r e d  

p o l i t i c i a n s  and k e p t  t h e  i s s u e  b e f o r e  t h e  p u b l i c .  As a 

r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  e f f o r t s ,  many n o r th e r n  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  

and l o c a l  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  b o a rd s  o u t la w e d  sc h o o l  s e g r e g a t i o n  

d u r in g  o r  im m e d ia te ly  a f t e r  th e  w ar .  Many forms o f  l e g a l  

and s o c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  w ere a l s o  b ro k en  down by  b la c k s  in

th e  N o r th .  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  e n a c te d  th e  f i r s t  com prehensive

p u b l i c  accom m odations law  i n  A m erica i n  1865, f o r b i d d i n g  th e  

e x c lu s io n  o f  any p e r so n  b e c a u se  o f  r a c e  o r  c o l o r  from 

r e s t a u r a n t s ,  i n n s ,  t h e a t e r s ,  and p l a c e s  o f  amusement.

S e v e ra l  o t h e r  s t a t e s  a d o p te d  s i m i l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n  s h o r t l y  

a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  W a r . ^

61 McPherson, Negro's Civil War, pp. 265-70; Litwack,
North of Slavery, pp. 113-17.
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The d e s i r e  f o r  d e s e g r e g a t io n  was a l s o  v o ic e d  by 

i n t e l l i g e n t  s o u th e r n  b l a c k s .  New O r le a n s  b la c k s  fo u g h t  

a g a i n s t  s e g r e g a t i o n  th ro u g h o u t  th e  w ar  y e a r s .  The l o n g e s t  

and one o f  t h e  most b i t t e r  o f  th e  b l a c k s '  cam paigns f o r  

e q u a l  t r e a tm e n t  in  New O r le a n s  in v o lv e d  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a 

t i o n .  The f i r s t  i s s u e  w hich a ro s e  in v o lv e d  th e  " s t a r  c a r s "  

w hich  w ere  e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  b la c k s  on t h e  s t r e e t c a r  l i n e s  in  

New O r le a n s .  In  t h e i r  campaign to  a b o l i s h  t h e  s t a r  c a r s ,  

b la c k s  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  e x c l u s io n  from  th e  "w h i te  c a r s "  

was n o t  o n ly  h u m i l i a t i n g  and an in c o n v e n ie n c e  (many t im es  

w h i te s  crowded th e  b l a c k  c a r s  l e a v i n g  l i t t l e  room f o r  b l a c k  

p a s s e n g e r s )  b u t  s tam ped th e  mark o f  i n f e r i o r i t y  on them. 

B lack s  began  to  p e t i t i o n  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c i a l s  f o r  a r e d r e s s  o f  

t h i s  s e g r e g a t i o n  as  e a r l y  as 1862. The l e a d in g  b l a c k  news

p a p e r s  began  to  u rg e  b la c k s  to  e n t e r  th e  c a r s  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  

w h i t e s ,  and a lm o s t  as  f r e q u e n t l y  as  th e y  b o a rd e d  th e  "w h i te  

c a r s "  th e y  w ere  b e a te n  and throw n o f f .  W hites  in  New 

O r le a n s  m a in ta in e d  t h a t  b la c k s  and w h i t e s  w ere  so d i s s i m i l a r  

t h a t  i t  was im p o s s ib le  f o r  them to  i n t e r a c t  on term s o f  

e q u a l i t y .  B lack s  w ere  a f f l i c t e d  w i th  so many v i c e s  and were 

so i n f e r i o r  to  w h i te s  t h a t  th e y  s h o u ld  be k e p t  in  a 

s u b o r d in a te  p o s i t i o n  s o c i a l l y ,  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  and
fl*)e c o n o m ic a l ly .

^ J o h n  W. B la ss in g am e , B lack  New O r le a n s ,  1860-1880 
(C hicago: The U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Chicago P r e s s ,  1973) , p p .
173-90.
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As e a r l y  as  1862 many a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

b l a c k s ,  h ad  a l s o  come to  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  t h e r e  c o u ld  be 

no s e c u r i t y  f o r  th e  freedm en w i th o u t  b l a c k  s u f f r a g e .

However, s u f f r a g e  f o r  th e  new ly  e m a n c ip a te d  s l a v e s  seemed to  

be  an i m p r a c t i c a l  i d e a  to  many in  1862-63 . Y et W endell 

P h i l l i p s  and F r e d e r i c k  D oug lass  had  a l r e a d y  begun th e  move

m ent to  r e q u i r e  b l a c k  s u f f r a g e  as  a c o n d i t i o n  o f  

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n .  A b o l i t i o n i s t s  veh em en tly  opposed  L i n c o l n ' s  

lo n g -a w a i te d  p o l i c y  o f  r e s t o r a t i o n  w h ich  he announced on 8 

December 1863. Under h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t y  to  g r a n t  

p a rd o n s  f o r  o f f e n s e s  a g a i n s t  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  L in c o ln  

o f f e r e d  f u l l  p a rd o n  and r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y ,  e x c e p t  

s l a v e s ,  to  th o s e  engaged  i n  r e b e l l i o n  who w ould  sw ear an 

o a t h  o f  a l l e g i a n c e  to  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  and to  a l l  law s and 

p r o c la m a t io n s  c o n c e rn in g  s l a v e r y .  C i v i l  and d ip lo m a t ic  

o f f i c i a l s  o f  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  governm ent, h ig h  army and  navy 

o f f i c e r s ,  and c e r t a i n  o t h e r  p ro m in en t  C o n fe d e ra te s  w ere  

exempted from  t h i s  o f f e r .  Whenever i n  any s t a t e  th e  number 

o f  v o t e r s  t a k i n g  t h e  o a th  r e a c h e d  t e n  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  number 

who had v o te d  i n  t h e  1860 e l e c t i o n s ,  t h i s  l o y a l  n u c le u s  

c o u ld  r e e s t a b l i s h  a  s t a t e  governm ent to  w h ich  L in c o ln  

p ro m ised  e x e c u t i v e  r e c o g n i t i o n .  The P r e s i d e n t  f u r t h e r  

s t a t e d  t h a t  "an y  p r o v i s i o n  w hich  may be a d o p te d  by su ch  

S t a t e  governm ent i n  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  f r e e d  p e o p le  o f  such  

S t a t e ,  which s h a l l  r e c o g n iz e  and d e c l a r e  t h e i r  perm anen t 

freedom , p r o v id e  f o r  t h e i r  e d u c a t io n ,  and  w hich  may y e t  be
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c o n s i s t e n t ,  a s  a  tem porary  a r ra n g e m e n t ,  w i t h  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  

c o n d i t i o n  as  a  l a b o r in g ,  l a n d l e s s ,  and  hom eless  c l a s s ,  w i l l  

n o t  be o b j e c t e d  to  by th e  n a t i o n a l  E x e c u t iv e . "  Many 

a b o l i t i o n i s t s  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h i s  to  mean t h a t  s o u th e r n  w h ite s  

w ould be  a l lo w e d  to  h a n d le  th e  r a c e  p ro b le m  i n  t h e i r  own 

way; s im p ly  by a d o p t in g  a tem p o ra ry  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  system

th e y  c o u ld  e x c lu d e  b la c k s  from  e q u a l  c i v i l  and p o l i t i c a l
• u -  6 3  r i g h t s .

P h i l l i p s  and D ouglass  were t h e  most p e r s i s t e n t  

c r i t i c s  o f  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  program .

They a rg u e d  t h a t  t h i s  n a t i o n  w ould n e v e r  be w hat i t  shou ld  

b e  u n t i l  e v e ry  c i t i z e n  p o s s e s s e d  th e  b a l l o t .  D oug lass  

m a in ta in e d  t h a t  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h a d  to  t a k e  an 

uncom prom ising s ta n d  on t h e  f o l lo w in g  p o i n t s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  

aims o f  th e  w ar: t h a t  s l a v e r y  be a b o l i s h e d ;  t h a t  everyone

i n  th e  c o u n t ry  be e n t i t l e d  to  th e  same r i g h t s ,  p r o t e c t i o n ,  

and  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;  and t h a t  b la c k  men s h o u ld  be i n v e s t e d  

w i th  t h e  r i g h t  to  v o te  and to  h o ld  o f f i c e .  L in c o ln  and most 

R e p u b l ic a n s ,  how ever, opposed  a d m i t t i n g  b la c k s  to  t h e  ranks 

o f  v o t e r s ,  j u r o r s ,  o r  o f f i c e h o l d e r s .  D uring  1864 more and 

more a b o l i t i o n i s t s  began to  condemn L i n c o l n ' s  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  

p o l i c y .  Under p r e s s u r e ,  L in c o ln  l a t e r  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  some 

o f  th e  b l a c k s ,  t h e  v e ry  i n t e l l i g e n t  and  th o s e  who h ad  fough t

fi ̂ Roy P. Basler, ed., The Collected Works of Abraham
Lincoln, 9 vols. (New Brunswick, New Jersey, 1953), 3:53-56;
McPherson, Struggle for Equality, pp. 240-41.
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g a l l a n t l y  i n  th e  w ar ,  m ig h t  be a l lo w e d  s u f f r a g e .  Most

a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  how ever, w an ted  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  w h ich  were

a p p l i e d  e q u a l l y  to  b o th  r a c e s .  One r u l e  m ust b e  a p p l i e d  to
64a l l ,  o r  no r u l e  m ust be  made, s t a t e d  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s .

E d u c a t io n  and t h e  b a l l o t  f o r  t h e  freedm en w ere  two 

o f  the  m ost im p o r ta n t  a b o l i t i o n i s t  r e q u i re m e n ts  f o r  a  sound 

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  S o u th .  However, many a b o l i t i o n i s t s  

r e a l i z e d  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  e q u a l i t y  and e d u c a t io n  w ould  mean 

l i t t l e  to  t h e  freedm en w i th o u t  a  s o l i d  f o u n d a t io n  o f  

economic in d e p e n d e n c e .  Many a d v o c a te d  la n d  f o r  t h e  freedm en 

o r  o th e r w is e  th e  w h i t e  p l a n t e r s  w ould  keep  th e  b l a c k s  in  a 

s t a t e  o f  s e m i- se r fd o m  by p a y in g  them low wages and  making 

them e c o n o m ic a l ly  d e p e n d e n t  on th e  w h i t e s .  Many 

a b o l i t i o n i s t s  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  C o n fe d e ra te  lan d o w n ers  had 

f o r f e i t e d  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  as  w e l l  a s  t h e i r  o t h e r  r i g h t s  and 

p r i v i l e g e s  b y  t a k in g  up arms a g a i n s t  t h e  Union. They u rg e d  

th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  to  c o n f i s c a t e  C o n fe d e ra te  l a n d  and  a l l o t  

a  p o r t i o n  o f  i t  to  t h e  l a n d l e s s .  The C o n f i s c a t i o n  A ct o f  

J u l y  1862, a s  o r i g i n a l l y  p a s s e d  by C o n g ress ,  met many o f  t h e  

a b o l i t i o n i s t s '  demands. I t  p ro v id e d  f o r  t h e  p e rm an en t  

c o n f i s c a t i o n  o f  a l l  p r o p e r t y  b e lo n g in g  to  t r a i t o r s ;  how ever, 

t h i s  a c t  was l a t e r  w eakened by a  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f

64H u g g in s ,  S la v e  and  C i t i z e n , pp . 9 5 -9 7 ; R ic h a rd  H. 
S ew e ll ,  B a l l o t s  f o r  Freedom: A n t i s l a v e r y  P o l i t i c s  i n  th e
U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  1837-1860 (New Tfork: W. W. N o rto n  & Co.,
1980), p p . 321-23 ; George M. F r e d r ic k s o n ,  "A Man B u t Not a 
B ro th e r :  Abraham L in c o ln  and R a c ia l  E q u a l i t y , "  J o u r n a l  o f
S o u th e rn  H i s t o r y  41 (F e b ru a ry  1 9 7 5 ) :3 9 -5 8 .



192

C ongress  w hich  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o p e r ty  w ou ld  r e v e r t  to  

t h e  h e i r s  a f t e r  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  o f f e n d e r s .

When e m a n c ip a t io n  became an  o f f i c i a l  n o r th e r n  war 

a im  i n  1863, a b o l i t i o n i s t  demands f o r  l a n d  f o r  th e  l a n d l e s s  

i n  t h e  South  became more i n s i s t e n t .  S e n a to r  C h a r le s  Sumner 

i n t r o d u c e d  a  b i l l  i n  F e b ru a ry  1863 , to  g r a n t  t e n  a c r e s  o f  

l a n d  to  e v e ry  b l a c k  s o l d i e r  in  t h e  South . The b i l l  d id  n o t  

p a s s ,  b u t  i t  was a  s ig n  o f  th e  i n c r e a s i n g  c o n g r e s s io n a l  

c o n c e rn  o v e r  t h e  l a n d  q u e s t i o n  i n  th e  S o u th .  Many A m ericans 

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  freedm en had  e a r n e d  a g r a n t  o f  l a n d  by 

lo n g  y e a r s  o f  s u f f e r i n g  and  t o i l .  In  March 1863, some 

1 6 ,7 4 9  a c r e s  o f  abandoned p l a n t a t i o n  la n d s  on th e  Sea 

I s l a n d s  w ere p u t  up f o r  g e n e r a l  s a l e .  A bout 2 ,000 a c r e s  

w ere  p u rc h a s e d  by freedm en who h a d  saved  t h e i r  wages and 

p o o le d  t h e i r  s a v in g s .  The r e m a in d e r  o f  th e  la n d  was b o u g h t 

by  n o r t h e r n  i n v e s t o r s  and  s p e c u l a t o r s .  The s a l e  o f  n e a r l y  

n i n e t y  p e r c e n t  o f  t h i s  l a n d  to  o u t s i d e r s  c r e a t e d  c o n s id e r 

a b l e  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  among th e  freedm en . Some b la c k s  who 

h a d  sav ed  a l i t t l e  money, b u t  w ere  unab le  t o  pay c o m p e t i t iv e  

p r i c e s  f o r  t h e  l a n d  on w h ich  th e y  h ad  w orked  most o f  t h e i r  

l i v e s ,  were s a d ly  d i s a p p o i n t e d .  A t a seco n d  p u b l i c  a u c t io n  

o f  n e a r l y  6 0 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  i n  F eb ru a ry  1864, t h e  f r e e d -
£if\men were a b l e  t o  buy o n ly  a b o u t  2 ,7 5 0  a c r e s .

^ M c P h e rs o n ,  S t r u g g le  f o r  E q u a l i t y , pp . 242-48 .
66 Rose, R e h e a r s a l  f o r  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n , pp. 214-15; 

M cPherson, N e g r o 's  C i v i l  W ar, pp~ 296-97.
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G en era l  W il l ia m  T. Sherman c r e a t e d  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y

l a n d  re fo rm  program  i n  h i s  "O rder  No. 1 5 ."  As he m arched

th ro u g h  G eo rg ia  i n  t h e  l a s t  month o f  1864, th o u san d s  o f

ra g g e d  and  d e s t i t u t e  freedm en s t r a g g l e d  a lo n g  b e h in d  h i s

t r o o p s .  When th e  army re a c h e d  Savannah t h e  p rob lem  o f

t a k i n g  c a r e  o f  t h e s e  r e fu g e e s  became v e ry  c r i t i c a l .  The

r e f u g e e s  w ere  v i c t i m s  o f  m a l n u t r i t i o n ,  d i s e a s e s ,  and

e x p o s u re .  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War S ta n to n ,  who was v i s i t i n g

Savannah, h e l d  a c o n fe re n c e  w i th  Sherman and  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l s

to  d i s c u s s  t h e  p ro b lem s  o f  th e  freedm en . S ta n to n  made known

h i s  d e s i r e  to  sp eak  d i r e c t l y  w i th  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  th e

freedm en . On 12 J a n u a ry  1865, he met w i th  tw enty  b l a c k

l e a d e r s  a t  S h erm an 's  h e a d q u a r te r s  and a sk ed  t h e i r  o p in io n  on

th e  p ro b lem s  in v o lv in g  t h e i r  w e l f a r e .  Among th e s e  b la c k

l e a d e r s  w ere  m i n i s t e r s ,  p i l o t s ,  s a i l o r s ,  and fo rm er o v e r -
f i  7s e e r s  o f  c o t t o n  and  r i c e  p l a n t a t i o n s .

The b la c k  l e a d e r s  o f f e r e d  S ta n to n  sound an d  w ise  

a d v ic e  b a s e d  on a  kn o w led g eab le  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  th e  

p ro b le m s .  When S ta n to n  a sk e d ,  q u i t e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  w h e th e r  

th e y  p r e f e r r e d  l i v i n g  s c a t t e r e d  i n  com m unities  o f  mixed 

w h i t e  and b l a c k  s e t t l e m e n t s  o r  i n  an a r e a  r e s t r i c t e d  to  

b l a c k s  e n t i r e l y ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t io n  o f  o n e , the  b la c k s

f i  7 G e r t e i s ,  From C on traband  to  Freedm en, p p .  57-58 ; 
L lo y d  L e w is , Sherman: F ig h t in g  P ro p h e t  (New Y ork :
H a r c o u r t ,  B race  6c C o . ,  19 3 2 ) ,  pp . 480-82 ; James M. M e r r i l l ,  
W il l ia m  Tecumseh Sherman (New York: Rand McNally & Co.,
1 9 7 1 ) ,  p p .  277-79 .
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a g re e d  t h a t  th ey  p r e f e r r e d  to  l i v e  by  th e m se lv e s .  They 

s t a t e d  t h a t  p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  them i n  t h e  S ou th  was so 

s t r o n g  t h a t  i t  w ould  ta k e  y e a r s  to  overcom e. T h is  

c o n fe re n c e  and S t a n t o n 's  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  r e s u l t e d  i n  

t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  S h erm an 's  famous S p e c i a l  F i e l d  O rders  No.

15 on 16 J a n u a ry  1865 w i th  t h e  f u l l  c o n c u r re n c e  o f  t h e  

S e c r e t a r y  o f  War. The whole Sea I s l a n d  r e g io n ,  from 

C h a r le s to n  sou thw ard  t o  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  and th e  c o a s t a l  l a n d s  

t h i r t y  m i le s  in l a n d  w ere  d e s ig n a te d  f o r  e x c l u s iv e  b l a c k  

s e t t l e m e n t .  Freedmen s e t t l i n g  in  t h i s  a r e a  c o u ld  ta k e  

t r a c t s  o f  l a n d  n o t  e x c e e d in g  f o r t y  a c r e s  p e r  f a m i ly .  The 

b la c k s  w ould  r e c e i v e  p o s s e s s o r y  t i t l e s  to  t h e s e  la n d s  u n t i l  

C ongress  l a t e r  r e g u l a t e d  th e  t i t l e s .  No w h i te  p e r s o n s ,  

e x c e p t  a u t h o r i z e d  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l ,  would b e  a l lo w e d  i n  

t h e  a r e a . ^

G en e ra l  Rufus Sax ton  was a p p o in te d  by Sherman t o  

s u p e r v i s e  th e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  b la c k s  on th e  la n d  and to  h av e  

f u l l  power o v er  th e  f re e d m e n 's  a f f a i r s  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  A f t e r  

f u l l  a s s u r a n c e  by Sherman t h a t  th e  a r ra n g e m e n t  w ould b e  

p erm anen t and  would n o t  r e s u l t  in  a n o t h e r  b r e a c h  o f  f a i t h ,  

Sax ton  a c c e p te d  th e  a p p o in tm e n t  and b eg an  s e t t l i n g  b l a c k s  

on th e  l a n d .  B lacks  a l s o  w an ted  to  know th e  n a t u r e  o f  th e  

t i t l e s  th e  governm ent would g iv e  them and  what a s s u r a n c e

68Benjamin P . Thomas and H a ro ld  M. Hayman, S t a n t o n : 
The L i f e  and  Times o f  L i n c o l n ' s  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War (New York: 
A l f r e d  A. Knopf, 1 9 6 2 ) ,  pp. 343-46; M e r r i l l ,  W il l ia m  T . 
Sherman, p .  482.
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th e y  w ould have t h a t  th e  l a n d  w ould be t h e i r s  a f t e r  th e y

im proved i t .  C o n s id e r in g  th e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  n e g l e c t e d

f i e l d s  and th e  r u in e d  economy o f  th e  i s l a n d s ,  th e se

q u e s t io n s  w ere  v e ry  im p o r ta n t  to  them. A f t e r  a s s u ra n c e  from

Saxton  t h a t  l a n d  t i t l e s  w ould be fo r th c o m in g ,  th e  b l a c k s

o rg a n iz e d  th e m se lv e s  w i th  r u d im e n ta ry  t o o l s  and  s e e d s ,  and

began c l e a r i n g  la n d  f o r  s p r i n g  p l a n t i n g .  They a ls o  began
69b u i l d i n g  homes and  l a y in g  o u t  p l a n s  f o r  v i l l a g e s .

A b o l i t i o n i s t  r e a c t i o n  to  t h i s  e x p e r im e n t  v a r i e d .

Some commended G enera l  Sherman and S e c r e t a r y  S ta n to n  f o r  

g r a n t in g  l a n d  to  th e  freedm en, b u t  d i s l i k e d  th e  f e a t u r e  o f 

s e t t i n g  t h e  b la c k s  a p a r t  from  th e  w h i t e s .  Many a rg u ed  t h a t  

t h i s  r e se m b le d  c o l o n i z a t i o n  and a s s e r t e d  t h a t ,  i f  th e  b la c k s  

w ere good enough to  l i v e  i n  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  w h i te  men a s  

s l a v e s ,  th e y  s h o u ld  be good enough to  d w e ll  i n  t h e i r  

p r e s e n c e  a s  freem en . S e c r e t a r y  S ta n to n  s e n t  a  p r i v a t e  

l e t t e r  to  W il l ia m  L. G a r r i s o n ,  a l e a d in g  a b o l i t i o n i s t ,  

- p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  th e  b l a c k  l e a d e r s  th e m se lv e s  had e x p re s s e d  

a d e s i r e  t o  be s e t  a p a r t  from  w h i t e s .  S ta n to n  a ls o  e n c lo s e d  

th e  m in u te s  o f  th e  m e e tin g  w i th  th e  Savannah b l a c k s ,  w hich 

G a r r i s o n  l a t e r  p u b l i s h e d  i n  th e  L i b e r a t o r  a lo n g  w i th  a  

d e fe n se  o f  S h erm an 's  o r d e r . ^

69 Rose, R e h e a rs a l  f o r  R e c o n s t r u c t io n , pp . 327 -31 ; 
Q u a r le s ,  The Negro in  th e  C i v i l  W ar, piT 322-24 ; McPherson, 
N e g ro 's  C i v i l  W ar, pp. 299—300; L ew is , Sherman, p. 482 .

^McPherson, Struggle for Equality, p. 258.
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Some a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere  a f r a i d  t h a t  w h i te  t e a c h e r s  

and m i s s i o n a r i e s  would n o t  be a l lo w e d  i n  th e  b l a c k  s e t t l e 

m ent. G e n e ra l  Saxton p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  s e g r e g a t io n  

a s p e c t  o f  t h e  o rd e r  h a d  been  d e s ig n e d  to  keep o u t  

s p e c u l a t o r s ,  s l i c k  t r a d e r s ,  and  o t h e r  w h i t e s  who m ig h t  ta k e  

ad v an tag e  o f  th e  freedm en . He f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  he would

adm it w h i te  t e a c h e r s ,  o f f i c i a l s  o f  freedm en*s a i d  s o c i e t i e s ,
71and  o th e r  w h i t e s  who h ad  l e g i t i m a t e  b u s in e s s  in  t h e  a r e a .

These a s s u ra n c e s  were welcomed by  s u s p ic io u s  

a b o l i t i o n i s t s  and c o n v e r te d  them  to  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  th e  

e x p e r im e n t .  Thousands o f  G e o rg ia ,  South  C a r o l in a ,  and 

F l o r i d a  freedm en were s e t t l e d  on th e  l a n d .  By th e  end o f  

th e  war o v e r  t h i r t y  th o u sa n d  b l a c k s  had b e e n  s e t t l e d  on th e  

c o a s t a l  l a n d s .  Many o f  them h a d  p l a n t e d  good c ro p s  on t h e i r  

new la n d .  The e x p e r im en t seemed to  be a  s u c c e s s .  But t h i s  

e x p e r im en t was d e s t ro y e d  by P r e s i d e n t  Andrew Jo h n so n , who 

in  August 1865 i s s u e d  o r d e r s  o f  pardon  an d  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  

p r o p e r ty  t o  t h e  fo rm er C o n fe d e ra te  owners o f  th e s e  l a n d s .  

Most o f  th e  b la c k s  w ere  tu rn e d  o f f  t h e i r  farm s and a  

m a j o r i t y  o f  them were c o m p e lled  to  work f o r  th e  w h i te  l a n d 

ow ners. F r e d e r i c k  D oug lass  l a t e r  c i t e d  t h e  r e f u s a l  o f  th e  

government to  p ro v id e  t h e  freedm en  w i th  an  o p p o r tu n i ty  to

^ G e r t e i s ,  From C o n tra b a n d  to  F reedm en, p p .  57-58, 
150-51 ; McPherson, S t r u g g le  f o r  E q u a l i t y , p .  258.
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o b t a i n  good l a n d  o f  t h e i r  own a s  the  m a in  reaso n  f o r  t h e i r
72h e l p l e s s n e s s  i n  y e a r s  to  come.

The o w n ersh ip  o f  la n d  was very  im p o r ta n t  t o  the 

f reed m en . To th e  p re d o m in a n t ly  r u r a l  s o u th e r n  b l a c k  the 

o w n ersh ip  o f  la n d  was th e  c h i e f  mark o f  a  f r e e  man. To 

p e r m i t  b l a c k s  to  buy la n d ,  how ever,  was n o t  the  common 

p r a c t i c e .  T h roughou t th e  S o u th  th e  p r e v a i l i n g  p a t t e r n  was 

f o r  th e  F e d e r a l  government t o  t a k e  t i t l e  t o  the  l a n d  and 

t h e n  l e a s e  i t  to  w h i t e s ,  e i t h e r  r e s i d e n t  p l a n t e r s  who took

th e  o a th  o f  a l l e g i a n c e  o r  n o r th e r n e r s  who came S o u th .
73However, a  few  b la c k s  were a b l e  to  l e a s e  la n d .

The b e s t  known p l a n t a t i o n  under b l a c k  l e s s e e s  was 

D a v is  Bend. T h is  f e r t i l e  s t r i p  o f  la n d  was fo rm e r ly  the  

p r o p e r t y  o f  Jo se p h  D a v is ,  th e  o l d e s t  b r o t h e r  o f  J e f f e r s o n  

D a v is .  B e fo re  the  w a r  Joseph D av is  was im p re s se d  w i t h  th e  

i d e a s  o f  R o b e r t  Owen, t h e  B r i t i s h  i n d u s t r i a l i s t  a n d  s o c i a l  

r e f o r m e r ,  c o n c e rn in g  u to p ia n  co m m u n it ie s .  Davis, a  

p ro m in e n t  la w y e r  in  N atchez , M i s s i s s i p p i ,  read  e x t e n s i v e l y  

to  k eep  a b r e a s t  o f  t h e  re fo rm  s e n t im e n t  t h e n  p r e v a l e n t  among 

i n t e l l e c t u a l s  in  E n g lan d  and New England . He l a t e r  began t o

72 M cPherson, N egro1 s C i v i l  War, p .  300; R o se ,  
R e h e a r s a l  f o r  R e c o n s t r u c t io n , p p .  346-77; Corinne K. H oex te r ,  
B la c k  C ru s a d e r :  F r e d e r i c k  D o u g la ss  (C h icag o :  Rand McNally
& Co. ,  1970), pp . 201-206; H u g g in s ,  S la v e  and C i t i z e n , p.
117 •

73Quarles, Negro in the Civil War, pp. 282-84; for a
full discussion of the lessee system, see Chapter 9 in
Gerteis, From Contraband to Freedmen, pp. 153-67.
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p ro b e  Owen's th o u g h ts  f o r  a b l u e p r i n t  w hich  m ig h t p ro v e

a p p l i c a b l e  t o  h i s  own s i t u a t i o n .  D avis  p u r c h a s e d  a

p e n i n s u l a  o f  e le v e n  th o u sa n d  a c r e s  o f  r i c h  b o t to m  l a n d  on th e

M i s s i s s i p p i  some t h i r t y  m ile s  from  V ic k sb u rg ,  w h ich  came to

b e  c a l l e d  D av is  Bend. A t th e  age  o f  f o r ty - tw o ,  h e  m a r r ie d

a s i x t e e n - y e a r - o l d  g i r l  from New O r le a n s .  He l a t e r  gave up

h i s  h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  law  p r a c t i c e  and r e t i r e d  t o  Davis

Bend where he  p ro p o se d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  model p r o s p e ro u s

p l a n t a t i o n  community. T h is  model community was b a s e d  on

h i s  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  a l l  men, w h i t e  and b l a c k ,  w ere  c a p a b le

o f  l i v i n g  harm onious  p r o d u c t iv e  l i v e s  th ro u g h  r a t i o n a l  
74c o o p e r a t io n .

By t h e  1850s J o se p h  D avis h a d  c r e a t e d  a t  D avis  Bend

th e  k in d  o f  c o t t o n  p l a n t a t i o n  t h a t  was t h e  g o a l  o f  most
75a m b i t io u s  young men o f  th e  Deep S o u th .  He owned t h r e e  

h u n d re d  f o r t y - f i v e  s l a v e s  which p u t  Davis i n  th e  to p  tw e lv e  

p e r c e n t  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i  s la v e o w n e rs .  Davis t r e a t e d  h i s  

s l a v e s  v e ry  hum anely . T h e i r  q u a r t e r s  w ere w e l l  c o n s t r u c t e d  

and  much l a r g e r  than  o t h e r  s la v e  q u a r t e r s  i n  th e  S o u th .

U n l ik e  f e l lo w  s la v e o w n e rs ,  Davis so u g h t  t o  m a in t a in  o r d e r  

and  p r o d u c t i v i t y  by g a i n i n g  th e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  h i s  s la v e  

community th ro u g h  a fo rm  o f  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t .  He e s t a b l i s h e d

74J a n e t  Sharp Hermann, The P u r s u i t  o f  a  Dream (New 
York: O xford U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 1 ) ,  pp . 3 -9 .

^ I b i d . , f o r  a  d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  D a v i s ' s  b r i c k  
m an s io n ,  th e  l a n d s c a p in g ,  and b u i l d i n g s  on th e  p l a n t a t i o n ,  
s e e  p a g es  9 -1 1 .
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a c o u r t  where a  s l a v e  j u r y  h e a r d  c o m p la in ts  o f  s la v e  

m isconduc t and th e  t e s t im o n y  o f  th e  a c c u se d  i n  h i s  own 

d e fe n s e .  No s l a v e  was p u n ish e d  e x c e p t  upon c o n v ic t i o n  by 

t h i s  j u r y  o f  h i s  p e e r s ;  Davis s a t  a s  th e  ju d g e .  Not o n ly  

d id  t h e  c o u r t  a d j u d i c a t e  d i s p u t e s  among th e  s l a v e s  b u t  i t  

a l s o  re v ie w e d  c o m p la in ts  from th e  o v e r s e e r s ,  who c o u ld  n o t  

p u n ish  anyone w i th o u t  c o u r t  p e r m is s io n .  D avis a l s o  

p e r m i t t e d  h i s  s la v e s  t o  s e l l  p ro d u ce  su ch  as c h ic k e n s ,  eggs , 

v e g e t a b l e s ,  and  wood from  th e  swamps on th e  m ark e t from  

t h e i r  l a b o r  beyond t h e  f i e l d  w ork. He p ro v id e d  s p e c i a l  

rew ards  f o r  s u p e r i o r  p e rfo rm a n c e  i n  t h e  f i e l d s .  S p e c ia l  

f e a s t s  were alw ays p r o v id e d  f o r  h o l id a y s .

A ccord ing  to  J a n e t  Hermann, th e  e x p e r im e n t  by Joseph  

Davis was a g r e a t  s u c c e s s .  I n  t h e  f e r t i l e  M i s s i s s i p p i  

bo ttom  l a n d s , Davis d e v e lo p e d  a p l a n t a t i o n  t h a t  was among 

the  m ost p ro sp e ro u s  i n  th e  s t a t e .  A lthough  c o t t o n  was the  

m ajor c a s h  c ro p ,  D av is  r a i s e d  a w ide v a r i e t y  o f  c ro p s .

There w ere  no s la v e  runaw ays w hich  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  th e  s la v e s  

were f a i r l y  s a t i s f i e d .  Nor i s  t h e r e  any e v id e n c e  o f  open 

d i s c o n t e n t  among th e  s l a v e s .  To th e  c o n t r a r y ,  e v id e n c e  

i n d i c a t e s  an u n u su a l  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  th e  m a s te r  and h i s  

f a m ily .  In  s p i t e  o f  a l l  th e  s p e c i a l  t r e a tm e n t  e n jo y e d  by 

b la c k s  a t  Davis Bend, th e y  w ere  s t i l l  aware t h a t  th e y  were 

n o t  f r e e . 7**

76Ibid., pp. 11-34.
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The C i v i l  War d e s t r o y e d  D a v i s 's  model p l a n t a t i o n  

e x p e r im e n t  and r e p l a c e d  i t  f i r s t  w i th  chaos and th e n  w i t h  

s e v e r a l  i n n o v a t i v e  com m unities e s t a b l i s h e d  by Union 

o f f i c e r s .  By t h e  s p r in g  o f  1864, s e v e n t y - f i v e  f r e e  b l a c k  

f a m i l i e s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  o f  some s i x  

hu n d red ,  h a d  s e t t l e d  on th e  p l a n t a t i o n .  Each f a m ily  worked 

p l o t s  o f  from  f i v e  to  one hund red  a c r e s .  R a t io n s  and teams 

w ere f u r n i s h e d  by th e  governm ent, to  be p a id  f o r  when th e  

crop  was m a rk e te d .  D avis Bend was p r a c t i c a l l y  s e l f -  

g o v e rn in g ,  th e  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  in  c h a rg e  p e r m i t t e d  th e  

b la c k s  to  h a n d le  t h e i r  own c o u r t  p ro c e d u re  and  p r e s c r i b e  

p e n a l t i e s  f o r  w rongdo ing . The D avis Bend freedm en r a i s e d  a 

v a r i e t y  o f  c r o p s ,  i n c lu d in g  c o rn ,  v e g e t a b l e s ,  m elons, and  

c o t t o n .  They a l s o  s o ld  hogs , c h ic k e n s ,  eg g s ,  and  f i s h  to  

t h e  s o l d i e r s  and  th e  com m issary. Davis Bend s e t t l e r s  became 

f a i r l y  p r o s p e r o u s .  N ear t h e  end o f  t h e  war Davis. Bend 

became a haven f o r  f l e e i n g  freedm en as  w e l l  as a  c o n tra b a n d  

camp. They w ere  crowded in t o  in a d e q u a te  accommodations 

t h e r e  and a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  s ic k n e s s  and d i s e a s e s  o c c u r r e d

The b l a c k s  as  freem en i n  th e  S ou th  und erw en t many 

changes d u r in g  t h e  w ar. They w ere  l e g a l l y  m a r r ie d  f o r  th e  

f i r s t  t im e .  Under s l a v e r y ,  p a r e n t s  w ere u n a b le  to  d i s c h a rg e  

th e  f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  p a re n th o o d  s in c e  s l a v e  

m a r r ia g e s  w ere n o t  l e g a l  and s l a v e  f a m i l i e s  f a c e d  d a i l y  th e

77 G e r t e i s ,  From C on traband  to  F reedm en, pp . 175-81; 
Q u a r le s ,  The Negro in  th e  C iv i l  War, p p . 285-86 .
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t h r e a t  o f  s e p a r a t i o n .  M a rr ia g e  was r e g a rd e d  a s  a p r i v i l e g e

and  an o b l i g a t i o n  t h a t  came w i th  freedom , an d  th e  fo rm e r

s la v e s  showed t h e i r  r e a d i n e s s  f o r  t h i s  o b l i g a t i o n .  F a m i l i e s

who had b e e n  f o r c i b l y  s e p a r a t e d  s o u g h t  t h e i r  form er m a te s ,

g o in g  from  one p l a n t a t i o n  to  a n o th e r .  More th a n  t h r e e

th o u sa n d  c o u p le s  m a r r ie d  i n  V ic k sb u rg  d u r in g  an  e ig h t -m o n th

p e r i o d  i n  1864. B lack  m a r r ia g e s  w ere  p e rfo rm ed  by c h a p l a i n s

and n o r t h e r n  m i s s i o n a r i e s  i n  th e  f reed m en 1 s camps a lm o s t

from  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  w a r .  Y e t,  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  1865

t h a t  th e  s t a t e s  b egan  to  a c c e p t  b l a c k  m a r r ia g e s  as l e g a l .

Under s l a v e r y  some men had  b e e n  b igam ously  " m a r r ie d "  t o  more

th a n  one w i f e ,  h a v in g  r e m a r r i e d  e v e r y  time t h e y  were s o l d  to

a n o th e r  p l a n t a t i o n .  When freedom  came the  q u e s t io n  a r o s e  as

to  w hich woman th e  man s h o u ld  l e g a l l y  m arry. In  th e  S ea

I s l a n d s ,  G en era l  S ax ton  a d v i s e d  t h a t  th e  man m arry  t h e  "w ife"
78who had b o rn e  th e  m ost c h i l d r e n .

The m a r r ia g e s  o f  th e  freedm en caused  them to  t a k e  

f a m ily  nam es. Under s l a v e r y  th e  b l a c k s  had f i r s t  nam es 

o n ly ;  in  s e v e r a l  s o u th e r n  s t a t e s  s l a v e s  were f lo g g e d  f o r  

assum ing  a  fa m ily  name. B la c k  m a r r ia g e s  and t h e  a s su m p tio n  

o f  f a m ily  names a l s o  made i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  them  to  l e g a l l y

7Q
L o v e t t ,  "The Negro i n  T en n essee ,  1 8 6 1 -1 8 6 6 ,"  pp. 

154-60; Thomas J .  Ladenburg and W il l ia m  S. M cFeely, The 
B lack  Man i n  th e  Land o f  E q u a l i t y  (New York: Hayden Book
Co. ,  I n c . , 1969), p p .  15-20 ; Q u a r le s ,  The N egro  in  t h e  C iv i l  
W ar, pp . 288 -90 . F o r  an e x c e l l e n t  s tu d y  o f  t h e  b l a c k  fam ily  
i n  New O r le a n s  d u r in g  th e  C i v i l  War, see  C h a p te r  4 i n  
B la s s in g a m e ,  B lack  New O r le a n s ,  1860-1880, p p .  79-105.
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r e c o r d  b i r t h s  and d e a t h s .  The w h o le s a le  system  o f  surnames

f o r  freedm en s t a r t e d  d u r in g  th e  s p r in g  o f  1862 by G enera l

Ormsby M. M itc h e l .  He a d v is e d  t h e  b l a c k s  u n d er  h i s  command

to  ta k e  th e  l a s t  names o f  t h e i r  fo rm er  m a s te r s .  Many

freedm en , a s  w e l l  as  fo rm er  ow ners ,  were n o t  happy w i th  t h i s

method o f  s e l e c t i n g  su rnam es . A cco rd in g  t o  Bobby L o v e t t ,

many b la c k s  i n  T en n essee  to o k  th e  names o f  im p o r ta n t  peo p le

and  p l a c e s .  Some o f  t h e  names w ere  th o s e  u sed  by t h e  s la v e s

d u r in g  s l a v e r y ,  b u t  k e p t  s e c r e t  from  th e  m a s te r :  P r in c e ,

Duke, K ing, Love, S t ro n g ,  and B la c k .  L o v e t t  f u r t h e r  s t a t e s

t h a t  th e  C i v i l  War f r e e d  t h e  b l a c k  T en n essee  f a m ily ,

l e g a l i z e d  i t ,  and r e c o r d e d  i t s  r o o t s  i n  t h e  coun ty  r e c o rd  
79books .

R e l ig io n  had  b e e n  an im p o r ta n t  p a r t  o f  b l a c k  l i f e  i n  

t h e  South  b e f o r e  th e  C i v i l  War and  i t  rem ain ed  an im p o r ta n t  

p a r t  d u r in g  t h e  w ar. F re e  b l a c k s  i n  t h e  c i t i e s  o f  t h e  South 

h a d  a few c h u rc h e s .  F o r  many o f  them th e  church  was the  

m ost im p o r ta n t  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  t h e  community. W ith em ancipa

t i o n  th e  b la c k s  began to  e n jo y  more r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y  and 

th e  r i g h t  to  c o n t r o l  t h e i r  own c h u rc h e s .  Almost im m ed ia te ly  

a f t e r  Union t ro o p s  o c c u p ie d  t h e  c i t i e s  o f  th e  S o u th ,  b la c k s  

b eg an  to  form  new c h u rc h e s .  The b l a c k s  i n  th e  c o n tra b a n d  

camps h e ld  r e g u l a r  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s  u n d e r  th e  a u s p ic e s  o f

^Quarles, The Negro in the Civil War, pp. 287-88;
Lovett, "The Negro in Tennessee, 1861-1866," pp. 157-60.
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a  m is s io n a ry  m i n i s t e r ,  army c h a p la in ,  o r  b l a c k  p r e a c h e r .

M ost c o n tra b a n d  camp sch o o l  b u i l d i n g s  a l s o  s e rv e d  as  the

h o u s in g  f o r  t h e  c h u rc h .  B lack  s o l d i e r s  h e l d  r e l i g i o u s

s e r v i c e s ,  to o ,  and t h e i r  c h a p la in s  were q u i t e  i n f l u e n t i a l
80w i t h  th e  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s .

P r i o r  to  t h e  C i v i l  War, s l a v e s  had  commonly a t t e n d e d  

w h i t e  c h u rc h e s  w here t h e i r  m a s te r s  w o rsh ip p e d .  Because t h e  

w a r  b roke  up th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  m a s te r  and s l a v e ,  i t  

in d u c e d  t h e  freedm en to  le a v e  t h e  m a s t e r ' s  ch u rc h  and form 

t h e i r  own. N o r th e rn  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  b l a c k  and w h i t e ,  were 

e s p e c i a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  h e l p i n g  th e  fo rm er  s l a v e s  o r g a n iz e  

c h u rc h e s  and t r a i n  t h e i r  m i n i s t e r s .  One o f  th e  m ost 

i m p o r ta n t  and d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  b la c k  ch u rch  was 

t h e  s in g in g  o f  s p i r i t u a l  so n g s .  These songs had  been  

c r e a t e d  by  th e  s l a v e s  and w ere f i l l e d  w i th  p a th o s ,  jo y ,  

p a i n ,  and s u f f e r i n g .  The w hole  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e  r e f l e c t e d  

t h e i r  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  and  power o f  God. T h e i r  

s e r v i c e s ,  a  m ix tu re  o f  g r i e f  and  s a d n e ss  a b o u t  t h e i r  weary 

l i f e  on e a r t h ,  p r o v id e d  an e m o t io n a l  r e l e a s e  f o r  them. The 

serm ons and songs a b o u t  t h e i r  bondage, and th e  p a s s i o n a t e  

p r a y e r s  f o r  D iv ine  a i d ,  gave to  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  a  r e a l i t y ,  

v i v i d n e s s ,  and e m o t io n a l ism  w hich  c r e a t e d  a s e n s e  o f  s h a re d

80B lass in g am e , B lack  New O r le a n s ,  1860-1880 , pp.
148-49.
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s u f f e r i n g  a n d  hope w h ic h  caused  t h e  c o n g re g a t io n  to  s h o u t ,
81c r y ,  and r a i s e  a j o y f u l  n o i s e  t o  th e  L ord .

Even though m o s t  b la c k s  c o u ld  n o t  v o te  i n  

p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n s ,  many d i d  n o t  e n d o rs e  L in c o ln  f o r  a 

seco n d  te rm .  Some b l a c k s ,  i n c l u d i n g  F r e d e r i c k  D o u g la ss ,  

w e re  c r i t i c a l  o f  th e  P r e s i d e n t  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  seem in g ly  

c o n s e r v a t i v e  approach  t o  th e  q u e s t i o n  o f  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  and 

b l a c k  s u f f r a g e .  They a l s o  p o i n t e d  to  L i n c o l n ' s  r e l u c t a n c e  

t o  take  d e c i s i v e  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  s l a v e r y  i n  1861-62 , h i s  

s u p p r e s s io n  o f  e m a n c ip a t io n  e d i c t s  i s s u e d  by some o f  h i s  

g e n e r a l s ,  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  c o lo n iz e  th e  b l a c k s ,  and th e  

i n j u s t i c e s  t o  b la c k  t r o o p s .  They f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  

L i n c o l n ' s  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  p o l i c y  w ould soon  r e s t o r e  th e  

fo rm er  C o n fe d e ra te s  t o  power and  le a v e  t h e  freedm en l i t t l e  

b e t t e r  o f f  th a n  under s l a v e r y .

D o u g la s s  gave h i s  s u p p o r t  to  a  c a l l  by r a d i c a l  

R e p u b l ic a n s  and a b o l i t i o n i s t s  f o r  a c o n v e n t io n  to  oppose th e  

r e n o m in a t io n  o f  L in c o ln .  The c o n v e n t io n  m et on 31 May 1864 

i n  C le v e la n d  and n o m in a te d  John C . Fremont f o r  p r e s i d e n t  and 

Jo h n  C ochrane fo r  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t .  The R e p u b l ic a n s  met on 8 

J u n e , u n d e r  t h e  name o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  Union P a r ty ,  i n  

B a l t im o re .  They n o m in a te d  L in c o ln  and Andrew Jo h n so n ,  th e

81
I b i d . ,  pp. 1 4 8 -5 2 ;  L o v e t t ,  "The Negro i n  

T e n n e sse e ,  1861 -1 8 6 6 ,"  p p .  1 6 0 -6 5 .  For an  e x c e l l e n t  
d i s c u s s i o n  o f  b la c k  s p i r i t u a l s  i n  C o lone l Thomas H ig g in s o n 's  
b l a c k  r e g im e n t ,  see C h a p te r  10 i n  H ig g in so n ,  Army L i f e  in  a 
B la c k  R e g im e n t , pp. 1 9 7 -2 2 2 .
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War Democrat from  T e n n e sse e ,  f o r  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t .  The 

d iv id e d  R e p u b lic a n  p a r t y  opened up th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a 

D em ocra tic  v i c t o r y .  However, two e v e n ts  a t  th e  end o f  

A ugust and  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  Sep tem ber r a d i c a l l y  changed th e  

p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  and ca u se d  m ost R e p u b l ic a n s  and  b la c k s  

t o  u n i t e  b e h in d  th e  P r e s i d e n t .  On 30 A ugust t h e  Democrats 

n o m in a ted  George B. M cC le llan  f o r  p r e s i d e n t  on an a n t i -  

e m a n c ip a t io n  p ea c e  p l a t f o r m ,  and on 3 Sep tem ber A t l a n t a  f e l l  

t o  G en era l  Sherman. L in c o ln  now sy m b o lized  v i c t o r y  and 

e m a n c ip a t io n ;  M cC le llan  sy m b o lized  d e s p a i r ,  d e f e a t i s m ,  and 

th e  c o n t in u a n c e  o f  s l a v e r y .  The p r e s t i g e  o f  t h e  L in c o ln  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s k y - r o c k e te d .  Frem ont w ith d re w  from  th e  r a c e  

and  F r e d e r i c k  D ouglass  came o u t  p u b l i c l y  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  

P r e s i d e n t . ^

N e a r ly  e v e ry  n o r t h e r n  b l a c k  who c o u ld  v o te  in  

November c a s t  h i s  b a l l o t  f o r  L in c o ln .  A f t e r  L i n c o l n ' s  

r e - e l e c t i o n  some b la c k s  c o n t in u e d  to  w o rry  a b o u t  th e  

P r e s i d e n t ' s  c o n s e rv a t i s m  on th e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s s u e .  

However, by  th e  s p r in g  o f  1865, L in c o ln  had  begun to  move 

to w ard  a c c e p t in g  some o f  th e  demands o f  t h e  b l a c k s  on 

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The P r e s i d e n t ' s  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  on 14 A p r i l  

1865 came as  a s h a t t e r i n g  b low  to  b l a c k s .  F r e d e r i c k  

D ouglass  was among th o s e  who e u lo g i z e d  him . Most b l a c k  

Am ericans had  come to  lo o k  upon L in c o ln  as  a  g r e a t  p r e s i d e n t

Q O
H uggins , S lav e  and C i t i z e n , pp . 100-102;

M cPherson, N e g ro 's  C i v i l  W ar, ppl 3T51-3Q6.



206

and a f r i e n d  to  b l a c k  p e o p le .  D e s p i te  t h e  d ia p p o in tm e n t  o f  

L i n c o l n ' s  l e n i e n t  am nesty  program , th e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  o f  th e  

P r e s i d e n t  s i l e n c e d  h i s  b l a c k  c r i t i c s  and th rew  a s tu n n e d  

b l a c k  community i n t o  deep m ourn ing . The P r e s i d e n t ' s  i n i t i a l  

d o u b ts  a b o u t  em a n c ip a t io n  and th e  e n l i s t m e n t  o f  b la c k s  in  

th e  Union army w ere now f o r g o t t e n ,  h i s  e q u iv o c a t io n  on c i v i l

r i g h t s  ig n o re d ,  and h i s  schemes on c o l o n i z a t i o n  f o r g iv e n .
83To m ost b l a c k s ,  th e y  had  l o s t  a f r i e n d  and p r o t e c t o r .

E x c ep t  f o r  th e  so rro w  p ro d u ced  by  L i n c o l n ' s  

a s s a s s i n a t i o n ,  t h e  mood o f  the  b l a c k s  a t  t h e  end o f  th e  war 

was o p t i m i s t i c .  For th e  w ar ,  w i th  a l l  i t s  b lo o d sh e d  and 

so rro w , was an e m a n c ip a t in g  and u p l i f t i n g  n a t i o n a l  

e x p e r i e n c e .  I t s  m ost s t r i k i n g  ach ie v e m e n t was n o t  th e  

b a t t l e  c o n q u e s ts  on se a  and  la n d ,  b u t  t h e  momentum i t  gave 

to  th e  i d e a l s  o f  th e  freedom  and t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  man.

^McPherson, Negro's Civil War, pp. 307-308;
Huggins, Slave and Citizen, pp. 102-103.



CHAPTER VI

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

The R e v o lu t io n  o f  1775-1783 c r e a t e d  the  Am erican 

n a t i o n  and  th e  C i v i l  War o f  1861-1865 p r e s e r v e d  t h i s  n a t i o n  

from d e s t r u c t i o n  and  d e te rm in e d ,  i n  l a r g e  m easure , what k i n d  

o f  n a t i o n  i t  would b e .  B lack  Americans p la y e d  a m a jo r  r o l e  

i n  th e  t o t a l  Union war e f f o r t  i n  p r e s e r v i n g  th e  n a t i o n .  

U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  made by b la c k  A m ericans 

tow ard h e lp in g  th e  Union win th e  C iv i l  War have b e e n  a lm o s t  

t o t a l l y  e x c lu d e d  from  t h e  t e x t s  u sed  in  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o ls .

S h o r t ly  a f t e r  t h e  f a l l  o f  F o r t  Sum ter, b l a c k  

Am ericans answ ered  P r e s i d e n t  L i n c o l n 's  c a l l  fo r  v o l u n t e e r s  

to  s u p p re s s  th e  r e b e l l i o n  bu t w ere  tu rn e d  away. D e s p i te  th e  

f a c t  t h a t  b la c k  s o l d i e r s  had fo u g h t  w i th  d i s t i n c t i o n  in  t h e  

R e v o lu t io n  and th e  War o f  1812, s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n s  b a r r e d  

b la c k s  from  s e r v in g  i n  m ost s t a t e  m i l i t i a s  and no b la c k s  

were i n  t h e  r e g u l a r  army a t  t h i s  t im e . B lacks  th ro u g h o u t  

th e  N o r th  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  th e y  s h o u ld  be p e r m i t t e d  t o  e n l i s t  

i n  th e  Union army. Many b la c k  l e a d e r s  to o k  the  i n i t i a t i v e  

i n  r e c r u i t i n g  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  in  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f l a t e r  a c t i v e  

s e r v i c e  i n  th e  Union arm y, b u t  th e y  were t o l d  t h a t  " t h i s  i s  

a w h ite  m an 's  w ar" and  o rd e re d  by  p o l i c e  o f f i c i a l s  to

207
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d i s c o n t i n u e  r e c r u i tm e n t  and d r i l l i n g  e x e r c i s e s .  P u b l ic  

o p in io n  i n  1861, e x c e p t  p e rh a p s  i n  a few o f  th e  New England 

s t a t e s ,  was ov erw h e lm in g ly  opposed  to  a l lo w in g  b l a c k s  in  t h e  

m i l i t i a  o r  t h e  army a s  s o l d i e r s .  From t h e  b e g in n in g ,  

P r e s i d e n t  L in c o ln  made c l e a r  t h a t  h i s  c e n t r a l  p u rp o se  was t o  

p r e s e r v e  th e  Union. He a s s u r e d  N o rth  and  South t h a t  he 

w ould  n o t  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  s l a v e r y .  W hile a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  b o t h  

b l a c k  and w h i t e ,  c a l l e d  f o r  an en d  to  s l a v e r y  and th e  use o f  

b l a c k  s o l d i e r s , L in c o ln  was c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  k e e p in g  th e  

l o y a l t y  o f  t h e  fo u r  b o r d e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  rem ain ed  i n  th e  

U nion . He a l s o  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  m ost n o r t h e r n e r s  w ould  no t 

s u p p o r t  a war to  end s l a v e r y .

The n o r th e r n  b l a c k  m an 's  e a g e r n e s s  to  s e r v e  in  th e  

U nion army, even  though h e  was d e n ie d  becom ing a s o l d i e r ,  

was v i v i d l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  by  h i s  s e r v i c e s  i n  o th e r  c a p a c i t i e s .  

Some j o i n e d  th e  navy, a s  th e  navy  had n e v e r  k e p t  f r e e  b la c k s  

f rom  e n l i s t i n g .  O th e r s ,  d e te rm in e d  to  s e r v e  in  t h e  army, 

w en t a s  w a i t e r s ,  cooks, t e a m s t e r s ,  and l a b o r e r s .  To many 

b l a c k s  i n  th e  South , t h e  w ar w en t h a n d - in -h a n d  w i t h  freedom . 

D e s e r t i n g  s l a v e s  began t o  e n t e r  Union l i n e s  s e e k in g  freedom  

s h o r t l y  a f t e r  th e  war s t a r t e d .  The U n i te d  S t a t e s  governm ent 

had  no c l e a r  p o l i c y  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  d e s e r t i n g  s l a v e s . S laves  

a s  p r o p e r t y  w ere  r e c o g n iz e d  and s u s t a i n e d  by th e  C o n s t i t u 

t i o n .  However, th e  U nion p o l i c y  tow ard  t h e  s l a v e s  began to  

c h a n g e .  G en e ra l  Benjam in B u t l e r  on 23 May 1861 d e c la r e d  

t h r e e  f u g i t i v e  s la v e s  t h a t  had c o n s t r u c t e d  C o n fe d e ra te
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d e fe n s e s  i n  Hampton, V i r g i n i a ,  as c o n tra b a n d  o f  war. The 

news o f  B u t l e r ' s  c o n t r a b a n d  d e c i s io n  q u ic k ly  became known to  

th e  s l a v e s  o f  th e  South  and  th ey  began  to  e n t e r  th e  U nion 

l i n e s  i n  l a r g e  n u m b e rs . The f u g i t i v e s  e n t e r i n g  Union l i n e s  

i n e v i t a b l y  i n c r e a s e d  as  t h e  Union arm ies  p u sh e d  f a r t h e r  i n t o  

C o n fe d e ra te  h e a r t l a n d .  Soon th e s e  f u g i t i v e s  were p e r fo rm in g  

most o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  s e r v i c e s  needed  around t h e  army cam ps. 

They w ere  used  as  t e a m s t e r s ,  cooks ,  o f f i c e r s '  s e r v a n t s ,  and 

l a b o r e r s .

A b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  b o th  b la c k  and w h i te ,  u rged  t h e  

P r e s i d e n t  to  f r e e  and employ th e  b la c k s  as s o l d i e r s .  Some 

members o f  C ongress  a l s o  began  to  p r e s s u r e  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .

In  J u l y  and A ugust 1861, C ongress  p a s se d  m e asu res  w hich  

d e c l a r e d  t h a t  a l l  s l a v e s  whose m a s te r s  had p e r m i t t e d  them  to  

be u s e d  i n  th e  m i l i t a r y  o r  n a v a l  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  C onfederacy  

f o r f e i t e d .  Some o f  th e  Union commanders i n  t h e  s la v e  s t a t e s  

began to  f r e e  t h e  s l a v e s  i n  t h e i r  d e p a r tm e n t s .

By e a r l y  1862, i t  had  become c l e a r  t h a t  a perm an en t 

program  f o r  th e  c a r e  and employment o f  a r r i v i n g  b la c k s  i n t o  

Union l i n e s  had t o  be e s t a b l i s h e d .  B lacks w e re  coming i n t o  

Union l i n e s  by t h e  th o u s a n d s .  S p e c ia l  camps (c o n tra b a n d  

camps) w ere  s e t  up to  a i d  t h e s e  b l a c k s .  Though c o n d i t i o n s  

in  many o f  th e s e  camps w ere  d e p lo r a b le ,  t h e y  p ro v id e d  

s o u rc e s  o f  l a b o r  f o r  th e  Union army.

Edwin S ta n to n ,  who r e p l a c e d  Simon Cameron as  

S e c r e t a r y  o f  War i n  J a n u a ry  1862, b e l i e v e d  t h a t  the



210

C onfederacy  was a  c o n s p i r a c y  o f  t r a i t o r s  and t h a t  t o t a l  war 

was n e c e s s a r y  to  d e s t r o y  i t .  A id , e m a n c ip a t io n ,  and th e  

m i l i t a r y  use o f  b l a c k s  became weapons o f  w ar f o r  him.

S ta n to n  cou ld  n o t  sy m p a th ize  w i th  L i n c o l n ' s  c a u t io u s  

ap p ro ach  to  th e s e  p ro b le m s .  Thus, he  tu r n e d  t o  th e  r a d i c a l  

l e a d e r s  i n  Congress  f o r  s u p p o r t  i n  an a t t e m p t  to  wage t o t a l  

war a g a i n s t  th e  S o u th  and i n  d e a l i n g  w i th  t h e  r e f u g e e s .

L in co ln  h e l i e v e d  s l a v e r y  was wrong; how ever, he h e ld  

t h a t  t h e  P re s id e n c y  d id  n o t  c o n f e r  on him th e  r i g h t  to  a c t  

upon h i s  own f e e l i n g s  and b e l i e f s . He a t t e m p te d  s e v e r a l  

s o l u t i o n s  to th e  s l a v e r y  p ro b lem  in c l u d i n g  paym ents to  

s la v e  m a s te r s  from  th e  n a t i o n a l  t r e a s u r y  f o r  f r e e i n g  t h e i r  

s l a v e s ,  f e d e r a l  c o m p en sa tio n  t o  s t a t e s  t h a t  h ad  ad o p te d  a 

p la n  o f  g ra d u a l  a b o l i t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y ,  and c o l o n i z a t i o n  o f  

th e  b l a c k s  o u t s id e  th e  c o u n t r y .

By mid-1862 t h e r e  was a s t r o n g  f e e l i n g  m a n i f e s te d  

a l l  o v e r  the  N o rth  i n  f a v o r  o f  f r e e i n g  th e  s l a v e s , and in  

many q u a r t e r s  t h e  arm ing  o f  b la c k s  was r e g a r d e d  w i th  f a v o r .  

In  th e  summer o f  1862 Union f o r c e s  s u f f e r e d  a s e r i e s  o f  

m i l i t a r y  d e f e a t s .  M ounting c a s u a l t i e s ,  t h e  r e t u r n i n g  

wounded v e t e r a n s ,  t h e  a la rm in g  i n c r e a s e  i n  d e s e r t i o n s ,  and 

th e  g row ing  d i f f i c u l t y  in  o b t a i n i n g  e n l i s t m e n t s  l e d  to  a 

r e a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  v a lu e  o f  e m a n c ip a t io n  and b la c k  

r e c r u i t m e n t .  The s l a v e s  o f  t h e  enemy a l s o  r e p r e s e n t e d  a 

so u rce  o f  s t r e n g t h .  D e s p i te  t h e  g o v e rn m e n t 's  o f f i c i a l
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o p p o s i t i o n  on b l a c k  s o l d i e r s ,  s e v e r a l  Union g e n e r a l s  began  

to  o r g a n iz e  b l a c k  r e g im e n ts .

There  was s t i l l  c o n s id e r a b l e  o p p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  N orth  

to  t h e  e n l i s tm e n t  o f  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s ,  b u t  on 25 A ugust 1862 

th e  War D epartm en t, n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a u t h o r i z e d  G en e ra l  Rufus 

S a x to n ,  m i l i t a r y  g o v e rn o r  o f  t h e  S ou th  C a r o l in a  Sea I a l a n d s ,  

to  r a i s e  f i v e  re g im e n ts  o f  b la c k  t ro o p s  on th e  i s l a n d s .  The 

F i r s t  South C a r o l in a  V o lu n te e r s  r e g im e n t  was soon form ed and 

Thomas W. H ig g in so n  was a p p o in te d  i t s  commander. T h is  was 

th e  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  b l a c k  re g im e n t  m u s te re d  i n t o  th e  Union 

army. This a c t  s i g n i f i e d  a  m ajo r  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  t h e  war 

p o l i c y  o f  th e  L in c o ln  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

In  t h e  e a r l y  days o f  Septem ber 1862 a  s e n s e  o f  

despondency  s e t t l e d  h e a v i l y  upon th e  n o r t h e r n  p e o p le .

G e n e ra l  P o p e 's  l o s s  o f  th e  second  B a t t l e  o f  B u l l  Run was a 

f e a r f u l  blow. But on 17 Septem ber G en e ra l  George B. 

M cC le llan  tu r n e d  b ack  G enera l  R o b e r t  E. L e e 's  i n v a s io n  o f  

M ary land  a t  S h a rp sb u rg .  S e iz in g  upon t h i s  as  t h e  v i c t o r y  

f o r  w hich  he h ad  w a i t e d ,  th e  P r e s i d e n t  u n e x p e c te d ly  i s s u e d  

h i s  p r e l im i n a r y  E m an c ip a tio n  P ro c la m a t io n  f i v e  days l a t e r .

Not u n t i l  h i s  f i n a l  p r o c la m a t io n  on 1 J a n u a ry  1863 

d id  L in c o ln  p u b l i c l y  e n d o rse  t h e  u se  o f  b la c k s  as  s o l d i e r s .  

The a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  became th o ro u g h ly  com m itted  to  t h e  u se  o f  

b l a c k  t ro o p s  d u r in g  t h e  n e x t  s e v e r a l  m onths a f t e r  t h e  

E m an c ip a tio n  P r o c la m a t io n .  By December 1863 o v e r  f i f t y  

th o u sa n d  b la c k s  had e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  Union army and t h i s
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number i n c r e a s e d  r a p i d l y  as  Union t r o o p s  moved d eep e r  i n t o  

th e  C o n fed e racy .

A g r e a t  ex p a n s io n  o f  b la c k  r e c r u i t i n g  a c t i v i t y  took  

p l a c e  i n  1864, b u t  a l r e a d y  i n  1863 t h e  p o l i c y  o f  b l a c k  

e n l i s t m e n t  had  p roved  i t s e l f  a  s u c c e s s .  B lack  s o l d i e r s  i n  

1863 fo u g h t  c o u ra g e o u s ly  a t  P o r t  Hudson, M i l l i k e n ' s  Bend, 

F o r t  Wagner, and  Moscow S t a t i o n .  By th e  end o f  t h e  C i v i l  

War more th a n  1 8 6 ,QOQ b la c k  men had  s e rv e d  i n  th e  Union 

arm y.^  They p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  449 b a t t l e s  and s e rv e d  in  

n e a r l y  e v e ry  m i l i t a r y  d e p a r tm en t o f  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  army. 

A p p ro x im a te ly  37,33Q b la c k  s o l d i e r s  l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s  w h i le  

s e r v in g  i n  th e  Union army and 17 b l a c k s  w ere awarded 

C o n g re s s io n a l  Medals o f  Honor f o r  o u t s t a n d i n g  b r a v e ry .  

Testim ony  to  th e  m a r t i a l  v a l o r  o f  t h e  b la c k  s o l d i e r s  came 

from f r i e n d s  as  w e l l  a s  enem ies .  They e x h i b i t e d  th e  h i g h e s t  

q u a l i t i e s  o f  s o l d i e r s h i p  i n  m ajo r  engagem ents  too  numerous 

to  m en t io n .

W hile t h e  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  w ere  f i g h t i n g  c r e d i t a b l y  

f o r  Union s u r v i v a l  on t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d ,  b l a c k  s a i l o r s  were 

a l s o  p e r fo rm in g  t h e i r  d u t i e s  e f f e c t i v e l y  d u r in g  b a t t l e  

a c t i o n .  B lack s  c o n s t i t u t e d  tw e n t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  (29 ,511 )  o f  

th e  t o t a l  n a v a l  p e r s o n n e l .  Four b l a c k  s a i l o r s  were awarded 

th e  C o n g re s s io n a l  Medal o f  Honor f o r  o u t s t a n d i n g  b r a v e ry  i n  

combat c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e ir  c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in

^See Appendix C f o r  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  a c c r e d i t e d  to  
each  s t a t e  d u r in g  th e  C i v i l  War.
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te rm s o f  i n f o r m a t io n  c o n c e rn in g  the enemy's, p o t e n t i a l ,  

d i s p o s i t i o n ,  and t e r r a i n ,  was i n v a l u a b l e .

Of th e  th o u sa n d s  o f  s la v e s  who escaped  and came i n t o  

th e  Union navy  th e  m o s t  s p e c t a c u l a r  w as  Robert Sm alls  and  

h i s  p a r t y .  They s e i z e d  the  P l a n t e r , a  th re e  h u n d red  to n  

C o n fe d e ra te  s tea m e r  h e a v i ly  load ed  w i t h  m u n it io n s  o f w ar ,  

fo o d , and o t h e r  s u p p l i e s ,  and  d e l i v e r e d  i t  to  t h e  Union. 

W il l iam  T i l lm a n ,  a n o th e r  b l a c k  man, p e r fo rm e d  a n o th e r  

s p e c t a c u l a r  n a v a l  e x p l o i t  by saving  t h e  Union scho o n er  S . J . 

Waring from C o n fe d e ra te  c a p t u r e .  The Waring was a v e s s e l  o f  

t h r e e  h u n d red  to n s  o f  a s s o r t e d  cargo bound  in  e a r l y  J u ly  

1861 f o r  S ou th  A m erica . Mary L o u v e s t re  was a l s o  one o f  t h e  

unsung b l a c k  h e r o in e s  o f  th e  Union n a v y .  Mary, a  t r u s t e d  

s l a v e ,  o v e rh e a rd  c o n v e r s a t io n s  between h e r  m a s te r ,  who was 

an e n g in e e r ,  and o t h e r  h igh  ran k in g  C o n fe d e ra te  e n g in e e r s  

c o n c e rn in g  th e  rem o d e lin g  o f  t h e  Me’r r i m a c . They s t a t e d  t h a t  

t h i s  v e s s e l ,  which w ould  be com pleted  i n  a few m onths, w ould 

be  a b le  to  d e s t r o y  t h e  Union navy. M ary  managed to  g e t  a  

copy o f  th e  s e c r e t  d e s ig n s  f ro m  her m a s t e r ' s  o f f i c e  and to o k  

i t  to  W ash ing ton . The Union navy was n o t  d e s t ro y e d  as a 

r e s u l t  o f  Mary L o u v e s t r e 's  s p e c t a c u l a r  nava l e x p l o i t .

W hile  more t h a n  two hundred  th o u sa n d  b l a c k  Am ericans 

i n  un ifo rm s w ere  p e r fo rm in g  t h e i r  d u t i e s  c r e d i t a b l y  on t h e  

b a t t l e f i e l d  and s e a c o a s t ,  b l a c k  c i v i l i a n s  were n o t  n e g l e c t 

f u l  o f  h o m e - f ro n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  T hey  a lso  perfo rm ed
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t h e i r  d u t i e s  c r e d i t a b l y  and made v a lu a b le  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  

t h e  Union w ar e f f o r t s .

The Union s p y  system  r e l i e d  h e a v i l y  upon in f o r m a t io n  

s u p p l i e d  b y  former s la v e s .  A l l a n  P in k e r to n ,  fo u n d e r  and 

c h i e f  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  S e c re t  S e rv ic e ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  he found  

t h e  b la c k s  o f  in v a lu a b le  a s s i s t a n c e  f ro m  th e  v e r y  b e g in n in g  

o f  the  w a r .  John S c o b e l l ,  a  form er M i s s i s s i p p i  s l a v e ,  

became one o f  P i n k e r t o n ' s  m o s t  t r u s t e d  a g e n ts  f o r  th e  Army 

o f  the  Potom ac. As a spy, S c o b e l l  made many d a r i n g  m is s io n s  

i n t o  th e  S ou th  s e c u r in g  v a l u a b l e  in fo rm a t io n  w h ich  P in k e r to n  

s u b m i t te d  t o  the  m i l i t a r y  h i g h  command. George S c o t t ,  H enry 

B lak e ,  Mary E l i z a b e t h  Bowser, H a r r i e t  Tubman, and  W ill iam  

Jack so n  w e re  a lso  p rom inen t b l a c k  s p ie s  f o r  th e  U nion.

Union g e n e r a l s  f r e q u e n t l y  o b t a i n e d  v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t io n  on 

t h e  l o c a t i o n  and s i z e  of enemy fo rc e s  f rom  c o n tra b a n d s  who 

e n t e r e d  t h e i r  l i n e s .  The b l a c k s  of t h e  South  w ere  

a c q u a in t e d  w ith  t h e  ro a d s ,  p a t h s ,  f o r d s ,  and o t h e r  n a t u r a l  

f e a t u r e s  o f  the  c o u n t r y ;  t h u s ,  they made e x c e l l e n t  s p i e s ,  

s c o u t s ,  a n d  g u id e s .

A n o th er  v e r y  im p o r ta n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  b l a c k s  to  t h e  

Union c a u s e  was t h e i r  la b o r .  During t h e  war t h e r e  were more 

th a n  two h u ndred  th o u sa n d  b l a c k  c i v i l i a n s  in  th e  s e r v i c e  o f  

t h e  Union arm ies  a s  l a b o r e r s .  Blacks p e r fo rm e d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  

d u t i e s  a s  l a b o r e r s .  They c o n s t r u c t e d  r o a d s ,  r a i l r o a d s ,  and  

b r id g e s .  Thousands were em ployed as b l a c k s m i th s ,  wood- 

c h o p p e rs ,  s e r v a n t s ,  cooks, g r a v e d ig g e r s ,  t e a m s t e r s ,  l o a d e r s
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and u n lo a d e r s  o f  s u p p l i e s ,  a s  w e l l  as  p e rfo rm in g  many o t h e r  

d u t i e s .  B lacks w e re  a l s o  e x c e l l e n t  f o r a g e r s .  The Union 

a rm ie s ,  f i g h t i n g  and  m arch in g  i n  enemy t e r r i t o r y ,  f r e q u e n t l y  

found i t  n e c e s s a r y  to  s u p p ly  t h e i r  food  from  th e  c o u n t r y 

s i d e .  B lacks  p l a y e d  a v e r y  d e c i s i v e  r o l e  i n  a s s i s t i n g  

G en era l  W ill iam  T . Sherman i n  h i s  "march to  th e  s e a . "  

S h erm an 's  s u c c e s s  i n  f e e d in g  o v e r  s i x t y - f i v e  th o u sa n d  t ro o p s  

w h i le  on th e  m arch  in  enemy c o u n t r y  was one o f  th e  m ost 

r e m a rk a b le  f e a t s  i n  h i s t o r y ;  w i t h o u t  th e  h e lp  o f  t h e  b la c k s  

t h i s  w ould  have b e e n  im p o s s ib le .

T hroughou t th e  w ar s o u th e r n  b la c k s  r e n d e re d  v a lu a b le  

a s s i s t a n c e  to  n o r t h e r n  s o l d i e r s  who e sc a p e d  from C o n fe d e ra te  

p r i s o n s  and w ere t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  t h e i r  way back  to  U nion 

l i n e s .  Many p r i s o n e r s  s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  would have b een  

im p o s s ib le  f o r  them  to  h av e  r e a c h e d  Union l i n e s  w i th o u t  th e  

a i d  o f  t h e  b l a c k s .

B lack  women and men b e h in d  t h e  l i n e s  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  

th e  war e f f o r t  by  s e r v in g  a s  n u r s e s  and a id e s  in  c a r i n g  f o r  

th e  s i c k  and wounded. H a r r i e t  Tubman, S u s ie  King T a y lo r ,  

and S o jo u rn e r  T r u t h  were among t h e  p ro m in en t  b la c k  n u r s e s  

who s e r v e d  in  t h e  Union camps and  h o s p i t a l s .  B lack s  w ere 

cooks , s e r v a n t s ,  and  l a u n d r e s s e s  i n  th e  Union h o s p i t a l s .  

B lack  n u r s e s ,  a i d e s ,  and m i s s i o n a r i e s  s e rv e d  a l s o  i n  c o n t r a 

band  cam ps.

B lacks  w e re  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s c h o o ls  

f o r  f reedm en . S o u th e rn  s t a t e  laws h ad  made i t  a c r im e  to
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t e a c h  b la c k s  to  r e a d  and w r i t e .  The f i r s t  c o n t r a b a n d  

s c h o o l  i n  th e  South  was s t a r t e d  by  Mary Chase, a  freedwoman 

o f  A le x a n d r ia ,  V i r g i n i a ,  on 1 Septem ber 1861. I n  

su b se q u e n t  m onths, m is s io n a ry  a s s o c i a t i o n s  ( b o th  b l a c k  and 

w h i t e ) ,  c h u rc h e s ,  and  b la c k  i n d i v i d u a l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  s c h o o ls  

th ro u g h o u t  th e  S ou th  and in  some n o r t h e r n  c i t i e s  f o r  th e  

f reed m en . Mrs. Mary S. Peake , a  b l a c k  woman, became one o f  

th e  m o st p ro m in en t t e a c h e r s  f o r  th e  A m erican M is s io n a r y  

A s s o c i a t i o n  a t  Hampton, V i r g i n i a .  C h a r l o t t e  L . F o r te n  and 

S u s ie  K ing T a y lo r  w ere  a l s o  o u t s t a n d i n g  b la c k  t e a c h e r s  in  

th e  S o u th  w i th  th e  Union army. Many o t h e r  b l a c k s  s e r v e d  as 

t e a c h e r s  w i th  th e  F reed m en 's  Bureau i n  t h e  S o u th .  The 

p e o p le  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e s e  

s c h o o ls  and t e a c h i n g  th e  b la c k s  th e  ru d im e n ts  o f  e d u c a t io n  

made a  most s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  a d ju s tm e n t  o f  

b la c k s  coming o u t  o f  s la v e r y .

I n  e v e ry  n o r t h e r n  c i t y  w i th  a  s i z a b l e  b l a c k  p o p u la 

t i o n  t h e  b la c k  c h u rc h e s  and s e c u l a r  l e a d e r s  form ed 

f r e e d m e n 's  a i d  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  As e a r l y  a s  F e b ru a ry  1862, 

m e e t in g s  were h e l d  i n  many n o r t h e r n  c i t i e s  f o r  t h e  e x p r e s s  

p u rp o se  o f  r e n d e r i n g  a i d  to  t h e  b lacks, i n  th e  S o u th .  W ith in  

months many r e l i e f  a s s o c i a t i o n s  were o r g a n iz e d .  Mrs. 

E l i z a b e t h  K eck ley , M rs. L i n c o l n ' s  b l a c k  s e a m s t r e s s ,  was th e  

o r g a n i z e r  o f  t h e  w e l l  known C o n trab an d  R e l i e f  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  

W ash in g to n .  These a s s o c i a t i o n s  s o l i c i t e d  g i f t s  o f  c l o t h i n g  

and d o n a t io n s  o f  c a s h .  They d i s t r i b u t e d  h u n d red s  o f  b a r r e l s
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and boxes  o f  d o n a te d  c l o t h i n g  as  w e l l  a s  food  and m e d ic a l  

s u p p l i e s  to  needy  c o n t r a b a n d s .

The C i v i l  War a c c e l e r a t e d  b l a c k  A m e ric a n s1 d r iv e  f o r  

c i v i l  r i g h t s  and d e s e g r e g a t io n  i n  t h e  N o r th .  D i s c r im in a t io n  

a g a i n s t  b la c k s  and th e  f i r m l y  h e l d  b e l i e f  i n  th e  s u p e r i o r i t y  

o f  th e  w h i te  r a c e  were n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  to  t h e  South b u t  w ere  

s h a re d  by an overw helm ing m a j o r i t y  of- w h i t e  Americans i n  th e  

N o r th .  In  m ost p a r t s  o f  th e  N o r th  i n  1861, b l a c k  men d id  

n o t  en jo y  e q u a l  r i g h t s .  B lacks  c o u ld  v o t e  on e q u a l  te rm s  

w i th  w h i te s  i n  o n ly  f i v e  s t a t e s :  M aine, New H am pshire,

Vermont, M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  and  Rhode I s l a n d .  These s t a t e s  

c o n ta in e d  o n ly  sev en  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o p u la t i o n .  

S e v e ra l  s t a t e s  p r o h i b i t e d  b la c k s  from t e s t i f y i n g  a g a i n s t  

w h i te s  i n  c o u r t .  P u b l ic  accom m odations, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

f a c i l i t i e s ,  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  h o t e l s ,  and t h e a t e r s  i n  some p a r t s  

o f  t h e  N orth  w ere  s e g r e g a t e d .  B la c k s  w ere  b a r r e d  from j u r y  

s e r v i c e  i n  e v e ry  s t a t e  e x c e p t  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  P u b l ic  s c h o o ls  

i n  m ost o f  th e  n o r th e r n  c i t i e s  w ere  s e g r e g a t e d .  B lack s  a l s o  

s u f f e r e d  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  h o u s in g  and jo b s  i n  e v e ry  p a r t  o f  

t h e  N o r th .

The m ost e lo q u e n t  and p e r s i s t e n t  spokesman f o r  

r a c i a l  e q u a l i t y  d u r in g  th e  war was F r e d e r i c k  D oug lass .  He 

l e c t u r e d  a l l  o v e r  th e  N o r th  in  b e h a l f  o f  e m a n c ip a t io n  and  

e q u a l  r i g h t s .  H is  l e c t u r e s  drew l a r g e  crow ds and h i s  

m onth ly  j o u r n a l  was r e a d  by many. D oug lass  had  s e v e r a l  

m e e t in g s  w i th  P r e s i d e n t  L in c o ln  d u r in g  th e  war to  d i s c u s s
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s l a v e r y ,  e n l i s t m e n t  o f  b l a c k s  i n  t h e  Union army, 

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s ,  c i v i l  r i g h t s  f o r  

b l a c k s ,  and  o t h e r  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  to  b l a c k s .  Some o f  t h e  

more im p o r ta n t  g a in s  f o r  c i v i l  r i g h t s  f o r  b la c k s  d u r in g  th e  

war w ere made on th e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l . Under th e  l e a d e r s h i p  

o f  C h a r le s  Sumner, C ongress  p a s s e d  s e v e r a l  a n t i d i s c r i m i n a 

t i o n  m e a su re s .  L e g a l  b a r r i e r s  f e l l  r a p i d l y  i n  m ost p a r t s  o f  

th e  N orth  d u r in g  o r  im m e d ia te ly  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War, b u t  

o t h e r  forms o f  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  p ro v ed  more r e s i s t a n t .

T h is  s tu d y  d e m o n s tr a te s  t h a t  t h e  e x c lu s io n  o f  b la c k s  

from  th e  Union army worked o n ly  so  lo n g  as  th e  governm ent 

and n o r th e r n  w h i te s  rem a in ed  c o n f id e n t  o f  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  to  

w in th e  w ar .  But a s  th e  months p a s s e d  and  th e  e x p e c te d  

v i c t o r y  o v e r  th e  S o u th  d id  n o t  m a t e r i a l i z e ,  th e  f r u s t r a t e d  

Union was f o r c e d  to  c o n s id e r  e m a n c ip a t io n  and b l a c k  r e c r u i t 

m ent. A lthough  many o f  th e  more th a n  two hundred  th o u sa n d  

b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  and s a i l o r s  who s e r v e d  i n  t h e  Union army and 

navy came from  th e  c i t i e s ,  most o f  them w ere  f u g i t i v e s  o r  

r e c e n t l y  e m a n c ip a te d  s l a v e s  from s o u th e r n  p l a n t a t i o n s .

Thomas W. H ig g in so n  s t a t e d  t h a t ,  " t i l l  t h e  b la c k s  w ere armed, 

t h e r e  was no g u a ra n ty  o f  t h e i r  freedom . I t  was t h e i r

demeanor u n d e r  arms t h a t  shamed t h e  n a t i o n  i n t o  r e c o g n iz in g  
2

them as  m en ."  B lack  Am ericans i n  th e  Union army and navy

2
Thomas W. H ig g in so n ,  Army L i f e  i n  a B lack  Regim ent 

(W ill iam sto w n , M ass .:  C orner  House P u b l i s h e r s ,  1870;
r e p r i n t e d  1 9 7 1 ) ,  p .  267.
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p ro v ed  t h e i r  manhood and e s t a b l i s h e d  a  s t ro n g  c la im  to  

e q u a l i t y  o f  t r e a tm e n t  and o p p o r tu n i ty .

I t  i s  hoped t h a t  i n  th e  f u t u r e  the h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  

American C i v i l  War w i l l  be p r e s e n te d  a s  i t  happened  as  t h e  

combined e f f o r t  o f  A m erican s—b lack  and  w h ite - -w h o  w orked , 

f o u g h t ,  and d ie d  t o g e t h e r  t o  save t h e  Union. I t  i s  t h e  

a u t h o r ' s  o p in io n  t h a t  t h e  d e n ia l  o f  e q u a l  j u s t i c e  and f u l l  

e q u a l i t y  to  Am erican b la c k s  has been due in  p a r t  to  t h e  

c o n s i s t e n t  d i s t o r t i o n s  and myths a b o u t  t h e i r  r o l e  in  t h e  

p a s t .  The w r i t e r  f u r t h e r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  many b l a c k  s tu d e n t s  

have b een  " t u r n e d  o f f "  from  s tu d y in g  American h i s t o r y  a n d  in  

some c a s e s  " t u r n e d  o f f "  from  school a l t o g e t h e r  by th e  way 

t h e i r  h i s t o r y  t e x t s  and t e a c h e r s  p r e s e n te d  A m erican h i s t o r y  

w i th  r e s p e c t  to  th e  r o l e  o f  b la c k  A m ericans. T h is  

d i s s e r t a t i o n  and th e  t e a c h i n g  u n i t  t h a t  f o l lo w s  a re  a t t e m p t s  

to  p u t  b l a c k  A m ericans i n  t h e i r  a p p r o p r ia t e  p l a c e  in  a  

t y p i c a l  u n i t  t a u g h t  on t h e  C iv i l  War i n  a s e c o n d a ry  o r  

c o l l e g e  su rv e y  A m erican h i s t o r y  c o u r s e .



CHAPTER VII
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TEACHING UNIT ON BLACK AMERICANS AND THEIR
CONTRIBUTIONS TOWARD UNION VICTORY IN

THE CIVIL WAR, 1861-1865

The c e n t r a l  focus o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  to  d e m o n s tra te  

how b l a c k  Am ericans and t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  tow ard U nion 

v i c t o r y  i n  th e  Am erican C i v i l  War may b e  i n t e g r a t e d  i iv to  a 

te a c h in g  u n i t  i n  seco n d a ry  and  c o l l e g e  su rv e y  h i s t o r y  

c o u r se s .  This t e a c h in g  u n i t  i s  n o t  d e s ig n e d  f o r  c o u r s e s  in  

b lack  h i s t o r y .

As a r e s u l t  o f  th e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  movement o f  t h e  

1960s many d ra m a t ic  changes took  p l a c e  i n  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  

b lack  A m ericans. A cross  t h e  n a t io n  b l a c k s '  p re se n c e  became 

more v i s i b l e  in  s p o r t s ,  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  p o l i t i c s ,  e d u c a t io n ,  

and i n  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  o t h e r  a r e a s .  But i t  was in  t h e  

m assive  slums o f American c i t i e s  t h a t  b l a c k s  became more 

v i s i b l e  t o  w h ite  A m ericans .  For h e r e ,  th e  b la c k  m asses  

r e v o l t e d  a g a in s t  p o v e r ty  and t h e i r  s t a t e  o f  h e l p l e s s n e s s .  

The m i l i t a n c y  and v io le n c e  w ere  seen  by  m id d le - c la s s  w h i t e  

Americans as a t h r e a t  to  t h e i r  s e c u r i t y .  Many w h ite  

Americans were u n a b le  to u n d e r s ta n d  why b la c k s  were n o t  

s a t i s f i e d  w ith  t h e i r  s t a t u s .  In  an a t t e m p t  to  r e s o lv e  t h i s
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p ro b lem , a t t e n t i o n  b e g a n  to  fo c u s  on b la c k  h i s t o r y  as a 

g u id e  i n  h e lp in g  p u b l i c  a u t h o r i t i e s  make p o l i c y .  B ecause o f  

m y th s ,  d i s t o r t i o n s ,  and o m is s io n s  t h a t  su rro u n d e d  b la c k  

A m erican s ' p a s t ,  s t u d e n t s  ( b la c k  and w h i te )  began to  demand 

t h a t  more em phasis  b e  p l a c e d  on t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  b la c k  

A m ericans . At f i r s t  t h e r e  w ere o n ly  a few s c h o o ls  o u t s i d e  

o f  th e  b la c k  c o l l e g e s  and  u n i v e r s i t i e s  t h a t  t a u g h t  b la c k  

h i s t o r y .  As a  r e s u l t ,  many s c h o o ls  began  to  e s t a b l i s h  

B lack  S tu d ie s  c o u r s e s  and  p ro g ra m s .  Many s tu d e n t s  a rg u ed  

t h a t  w i th o u t  t h e s e  c o u r s e s  th e y  w ould  be ig n o r a n t  o f  t h e i r  

o r i g i n s  and p a s t .

The a u th o r  b e l i e v e s  t h e r e  would be l i t t l e  need  f o r  

b l a c k  h i s t o r y  c o u r s e s  i f  t h e  t e x tb o o k s  and i n s t r u c t o r s  o f  

Am erican h i s t o r y  i n t e g r a t e d  th e  r o l e  and c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  

b l a c k  Am ericans i n t o  e a c h  u n i t .  The a u th o r  f u r t h e r  b e l i e v e s  

t h a t  t h e  o b se rv a n c e  o f  B la c k  H i s to r y  Week o r  Month each 

F e b ru a ry  i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  to  p o i n t  o u t  th e  many c o n t r i b u 

t i o n s  o f  b la c k  A m ericans and  th e  r o l e  th e y  have p la y e d  i n  

o u r  h i s t o r y .  F u r th e rm o re ,  to  r e d u c e  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  

b l a c k  Am ericans to  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  s tu d e n t s  and laymen 

to  one week o r  even  one m onth o f  t h e  y e a r  i n  i t s e l f ,  i s  a 

m ockery o f  b l a c k  A m e ric a n s ' a cc o m p lish m e n ts .  I t  a l s o  

s e g r e g a t e s  b l a c k  A m e ric a n s ' p a s t  from  t h a t  o f  w h i te  

A m ericans .  I t  i s  hoped t h a t  t h e  p r e c e d in g  p ages  o f  t h i s  

d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h i s  t e a c h i n g  u n i t  and th e  

b ib l io g r a p h y  t h a t  f o l l o w s ,  w i l l  g iv e  th e  c la s s ro o m  t e a c h e r
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t h e  b a s ic  t o o l s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  b la c k  

A m ericans an d  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  in to  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  

t e a c h in g  u n i t  on t h e  C i v i l  War.

T h is  u n i t  i s  p a t t e r n e d  a f t e r  one t h a t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  

u s e d  i n  se c o n d a ry  s c h o o l  and c o l l e g e  s u rv e y  American h i s t o r y  

c o u r s e s .  The i n s t r u c t o r  can e a s i l y  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  r o l e  and 

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  th e  b la c k s  i n t o  each t o p i c  o f  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  u n i t .  The tim e a l lo w e d  f o r  t h e  c o m p le t io n  o f  

t h i s  u n i t  i s  a p p ro x im a te ly  two to  t h r e e  w eeks . T h is  u n i t  i s  

n o t  m eant t o  be c o m p le te ly  e x h a u s t iv e .  The m a t e r i a l s  

s e l e c t e d  by t h e  t e a c h e r  w ould depend on t h e  r e a d in g  l e v e l s  

o f  t h e  s tu d e n t s .

F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  i s  no s p e c i a l  m eth o d o lo g y  to  be u s e d  

i n  i n t e g r a t i n g  t h i s  s u p p le m e n ta ry  u n i t  i n t o  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  

u n i t  on th e  C i v i l  War. The t e a c h e r  s h o u ld  u se  any m ethods 

t h a t  he o r  s h e  has s u c c e s s f u l l y  employed i n  th e  p a s t - -  

o u t s i d e  r e a d i n g  a s s ig n m e n ts ,  c l a s s  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  d r a m a t iz a 

t i o n s ,  l e c t u r e s ,  a s s ig n e d  homework, r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s ,  

c h a r t s ,  m o v ie s ,  b u l l e t i n  b o a rd  d i s p l a y s ,  f i l m s t r i p s ,  e t c .

The m ethodo logy  w i l l  v a ry  from  te a c h e r  t o  t e a c h e r  and from  

c l a s s  to  c l a s s .  However, r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  m ethodo logy , t h e  

t e a c h e r  s h o u ld  c o n t in u e  to  fo c u s  on th e  b a s i c  g o a l  o f  

p r e s e n t i n g  Am erican h i s t o r y  i n  such a way as  to  i n s t i l l  a  

p r i d e  i n  t h e  b la c k  s tu d e n t s  o f  t h e i r  A m erican  h e r i t a g e  and  

to  i n s t i l l  i n  o th e r  s tu d e n t s  an  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  b la c k  

A m erican s ' c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to  t h e  n a t i o n .
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In  i n t e g r a t i n g  t h i s  u n i t  i n t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  u n i t ,  

t h e  t e a c h e r  s h o u ld  keep th e s e  o b j e c t i v e s  i n  mind:

1. To d e m o n s tr a te  t h a t  b l a c k  A m ericans n e v e r  

w i l l i n g l y  a c c e p te d  s l a v e r y  o r  s e c o n d - c l a s s  c i t i z e n s h i p  b u t  

b a t t l e d  i n  v a l i a n t  and p r a c t i c a l  ways to  a c h ie v e  t h e  p ro m ise  

o f  A m erica.

2. To show t h a t  b l a c k  A m ericans and t h e i r  r o l e  i n  

o u r  h i s t o r y  m ust b e  se e n  i n  th e  c o n te x t  o f  th e  l a r g e r  

p i c t u r e  o f  Am erican g row th  and p ro b le m s .

3 . To d e m o n s tra te  t h a t  b l a c k  A m erican s ' c o n t r i b u 

t i o n s  to  Union v i c t o r y  i n  th e  Am erican C i v i l  War w ere  made 

d e s p i t e  th e  m ost a d v e r s e  c o n d i t i o n s .

4 .  To d e m o n s t ra te  t h a t  t h e  C i v i l  War r e s u l t e d  i n  a 

r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  b l a c k s ,  N o rth  as  w e l l  a s  S o u th .  

I t  b ro u g h t  freedom , c i t i z e n s h i p ,  and , e v e n t u a l l y ,  eq u a l  

c i v i l  and p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  ( in  t h e o r y  a t  l e a s t )  to  a l l  b l a c k  

A m e r ic a n s .

The fo l lo w in g  o u t l i n e  o f f e r s  a s u g g e s te d  framework 

f o r  th e  f u l l - s c a l e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  b la c k  A m ericans and t h e i r  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i n t o  a t r a d i t i o n a l  t e a c h i n g  u n i t  on th e  

Am erican C i v i l  W ar.

I .  I n t r o d u c t i o n

A. S t a tu s  o f  B lack  A m ericans, N o r th  and S o u th ,  i n
1860

B. The P r e s i d e n t i a l  E l e c t i o n  o f  I860
1. N o r th e rn  b l a c k  s u p p o r t  o f  Abraham L in c o ln
2. R e a c t io n  o f  n o r th e r n  b la c k s  to  th e  

C r i t t e n d e n  Compromise
3 . The f o rm a t io n  o f  t h e  C o n fe d e ra te  S t a t e s  o f  

America
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I I .  The O utb reak  o f  War

A. F a l l  o f  F o r t  Sumter
B. L i n c o l n ' s  C a l l  to  Arms

1. B lack  A m erican s ' r e sp o n s e
2. Reasons f o r  r e j e c t i o n  o f  b la c k  e n l i s tm e n t

C. N o r th e rn  B lack s  i n  Noncombatant P o s i t i o n s
1. Cooks, s e r v a n t s ,  t e a m s te r s ,  and l a b o r e r s

D. B lack s  J o i n  Union Navy
E. S t r e n g th s  and W eaknesses o f  Both S id e s
F . M i l i t a r y  S t r a t e g y  o f  Both  S id es  a t  th e  O u ts e t

o f  War

I I I .  Changing Union P o l i c y  Toward th e  Employment o f  B lacks

A. D e s e r t in g  S la v e s  t o  Union L ines
B. G enera l  B u t l e r ' s  C o n trab an d  P o l ic y
C. F r e d e r i c k  D ouglass  and O th e r  A b o l i t i o n i s t s  Urge 

E m an c ip a tio n  and Employment o f  B lacks  as 
S o ld i e r s

D. C on traband  Camps
E. U n o f f i c i a l  B lack  S o l d i e r s  i n  th e  Union Army
F. L i n c o l n ' s  P o s i t i o n  on S la v e ry  and B lack  S o ld i e r s  

i n  1861-62

IV. E a r ly  M i l i t a r y  Campaigns, 1861-62

A. B a t t l e  o f  B u l l  Run and R e s u l t s
B. Union V i c t o r i e s  A long t h e  C o n fe d e ra te  C o as ts

1. M on ito r  v .  M errimac
a . Mary L o u v e s t r e
b . R e s u l t s  o f  Union b lo c k a d e
Black  A m ericans i n  t h e  Union :
a . R o b e r t  S m alls
b . W il l ia m  T il lm a n
c . Jaco b  G a r r ic k
d. Aaron A nderson
e . R o b e r t  B lake
f . John  Lawson
g. Joach im  P e a se

C. W estern  Campaigns
D. Second B u l l  Run

1. M ounting Union c a s u a l t i e s ,  d e s e r t i o n s ,  
d i f f i c u l t y  i n  o b t a i n i n g  e n l i s tm e n t s

2 . Enemy s l a v e s  r e p r e s e n t  a s o u rc e  o f  s t r e n g t h
E . B a t t l e  o f  A n tie ta m

1. M cC le lland  removed
2. P r e l im in a r y  E m a n c ip a t io n  P ro c la m a tio n
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V. The E m an c ip a tio n  P ro c la m a tio n

A. Why L in c o ln  I s s u e d  th e  P ro c la m a tio n
B. R e s u l t s  o f  th e  E m a n c ip a tio n  P ro c la m a tio n

1. B lack s  o f f i c i a l l y  e n l i s t  in  U nion army
2 . N o r th e rn  r i o t s  a g a i n s t  c o n s c r i p t i o n  o f  b la c k s
3 .  S o u th e rn  and f o r e i g n  r e a c t i o n  t o  th e  

p ro c la m a t io n
C. C o n d i t io n s  Under Which B la c k  S o ld i e r s  Fought

1 . R ece iv ed  l e s s  t r a i n i n g  than  w h i t e s
2. R ece iv ed  h a l f  t h e  pay g iv en  w h i t e  s o l d i e r s  

f o r  t h e  f i r s t  e i g h t e e n  months a f t e r  
o f f i c i a l l y  e n l i s t e d

3 . R ece iv ed  p o o r e r  m e d ic a l  care
4 . Commanded by w h i t e  o f f i c e r s
5 .  Not t r e a t e d  a s  p r i s o n e r s  o f war when 

c a p tu r e d  by t h e  enemy
6. U n re p re s e n te d  i n  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  p r o c e e d in g s  

and e x c lu d e d  from  m i l i t a r y  academ ies
7. D i s p r o p o r t io n a te  number o f  b la c k s  o f te n  

a s s ig n e d  to  h eav y  l a b o r  and f a t i g u e  du ty

VI. B lack  S o l d i e r s  in  t h e  Union Army

A. B a t t l e s  o f  P o r t  Hudson, M i l l i k e n ' s  Bend, F o r t
Wagner, Moscow, O lu s te e ,  C h a n c e l lo r s v i l l e

B. B la c k s  i n  th e  V i r g i n i a  T h e a te r
C. T o ta l  B lack  Invo lvem ent
D. The C o l la p s e  o f  t h e  C onfederacy
E. L i n c o l n ' s  A s s a s s i n a t i o n  and  Black A m ericans '

R e a c t io n

V I I . B la c k s  B ehind  th e  U nion L in es

A. B la c k s  as  Union S p ie s ,  N u rse s ,  L a b o re r s ,  S e r v a n ts ,
Cooks, E tc .

B . Labor Problem s R e l a t i n g  to  th e  B lacks  in  t h e  North
C. B lack s  as  L ead ers  i n  th e  Fo llow ing :

1. R e c ru itm e n t  o f  b l a c k  s o l d i e r s  a n d  demand 
f o r  t h e i r  a c c e p ta n c e  i n  the  U nion army

2 . P r e s s u r e  f o r  e q u a l  t r e a tm e n t  o f  b la c k  
s o l d i e r s  a f t e r  e n l i s t m e n t

3 . P r e s s u r e  on C ongress  an d  the  P r e s i d e n t  
f o r  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  s la v e r y

4 .  Demand f o r  f u l l  e q u a l i t y  fo r  a l l  b la c k s ,
N orth  and S ou th

D. N o r th e rn  B la c k s '  A id  to  E x -s la v e s
1. O r g a n iz a t io n  o f  s c h o o ls  and r e l i e f  a g e n c ie s
2 . Work i n  c o n tra b a n d  camps as t e a c h e r s  and 

n u r s e s
3 . Work i n  F reed m en 's  B ureau
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The fo l lo w in g  i s  a s u g g e s te d  l i s t  o f  p e r s o n s  f o r

i n d i v i d u a l  o r  com m ittee  r e p o r t s :

R o b er t  S m a lls  C h a r l o t t e  F o r te n
Thomas W. H ig g in so n  Mary L o u v e s t r e
W ill iam  L lo y d  G a r r i s o n  John S c o b e l l
E l i z a b e th  Van Lew Mary E l i z a b e t h  Bowser
H a r r i e t  Tubman Henry B lake
F r e d e r i c k  D ouglass  S u s ie  K ing T a y lo r
S o jo u rn e r  T ru th  Mary S. Peake
M a rt in  R. D elany E l i z a b e t h  K eckley
W endell P h i l l i p s

The f o l lo w in g  so u rc e s  a r e  recommended f o r  t h i s  u n i t .  

The books s u g g e s te d ,  however, do n o t  r e p r e s e n t  an e x h a u s t iv e  

l i s t .  R a th e r ,  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  th e s e  s u g g e s t io n s  i s  to  

p ro v id e  th e  t e a c h e r s  and s tu d e n t s  w i th  a good g e n e r a l  

knowledge o f  th e  r o l e  and c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  b l a c k  A m ericans 

d u r in g  t h e  C iv i l  War.

1 . James M. McPherson, The N e g ro 's  C i v i l  War: How

Am erican N egroes F e l t  and A c ted  During th e  War f o r  t h e  Union 

(New York: Random House, 1965) p r e s e n t s  a  f a s c i n a t i n g

p i c t u r e  o f  what b l a c k  Americans s a id  and d id  d u r in g  t h e  w ar 

th ro u g h  e y e w itn e s s  a c c o u n ts  t i e d  t o g e t h e r  by im p o r ta n t  

e d i t o r i a l  comments and  f a c t u a l  i n fo r m a t io n .  Recommended f o r  

t e a c h e r s  and c o l l e g e  s tu d e n t s .  The S t r u g g le  f o r  E q u a l i t y : 

A b o l i t i o n i s t s  and t h e  Negro i n  th e  C i v i l  War and  R e c o n s t r u c 

t i o n  ( P r in c e to n :  P r in c e to n  U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1968) i s

a n o th e r  e x c e l l e n t  book  by M cPherson. Recommended f o r  a l l  

l e v e l s  ( h ig h  s c h o o l ,  c o l l e g e ,  t e a c h e r s ) .

2 .  Dudley T. C o rn ish ,  The S a b le  Arm: Negro T roops

in the Union Army (New York: W. W. Norton & Co., 1966) is a
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f u l l  s t o r y  o f  b l a c k  t r o o p s  i n  th e  Union army. Recommended 

f o r  a l l  l e v e l s .

3. Lerone B e n n e t t , J r . , B e fo re  t h e  M ayflower (New 

York: P enguin  Books, 1 9 8 1 ) .  C h a p te r  V II  d e t a i l s  t h e  b l a c k  

m an 's  p a r t  in  th e  C i v i l  War. Recommended as r e f e r e n c e  

r e a d in g  by t e a c h e r s  o r  a s  s u p p le m e n ta ry  o r  r e s e a r c h  r e a d in g  

by s t u d e n t s  o f  a l l  l e v e l s .

4 .  Thomas W entworth H ig g in so n ,  Army L i f e  i n  a  B lack 

Regiment (W ill iam stow n , M a ss . :  C orne r  House P u b l i s h e r s ,

1870; r e p r i n t e d  1971) i s  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  

b la c k  re g im e n t  o f  th e  C i v i l  War, t o l d  by  t h e i r  commander, an 

a r d e n t  a b o l i t i o n i s t .  Recommended f o r  a l l  l e v e l s .

5 . R ayford  W. Logan and I r v i n g  S. Cohen, The 

American Negro (B o s to n :  Houghton M i f f l i n ,  1967) . C h a p te r  V

r e l a t e s  t h e  p a r t  p la y e d  by b l a c k  A m ericans i n  t h e  C i v i l  War. 

Recommended f o r  su p p le m e n ta ry  r e a d in g  o r  r e s e a r c h  by s tu d e n t s  

o f  a l l  l e v e l s .

6 .  Ray A l le n  B i l l i n g t o n ,  e d . , The J o u r n a l  o f  

C h a r l o t t e  F o r te n :  A F re e  Negro i n  t h e  S la v e  E ra  (New York: 

The M acm illan  C o .,  1967) d e t a i l s  a  young b la c k  t e a c h e r ' s  

r o l e  i n  i n s t r u c t i n g  fo rm er  s l a v e s  i n  t h e  G eo rg ia  Sea I s l a n d s  

d u r in g  t h e  w ar, a  r e a l i s t i c  p i c t u r e  o f  b l a c k  s e l f - h e l p  a t  

t h i s  t im e .  T h is  book s h o u ld  a p p e a l  t o  a l l  l e v e l s .

7. D orothy S t e r l i n g ,  Freedom T r a in  (New York: 

D oubleday, 1954), p ag es  136-177 d e s c r i b e  h e r o in e  H a r r i e t  

Tubman's l a b o r  f o r  t h e  Union army d u r in g  th e  w ar .
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Recommended f o r  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s .  S a ra h  B ra d fo rd ,  

H a r r i e t  Tubman: The Moses o f  Her P eop le  (S e c a u c u s ,  New

J e r s e y :  The C i t a d e l  P r e s s ,  1974) i s  a l s o  a n  e x c e l l e n t  work

on Tubman and s h o u ld  a p p e a l  to  a l l  l e v e l s .

8 .  D o ro th y  S t e r l i n g ,  C a p ta in  o f  t h e  P l a n t e r  (New 

York: D ouh leday , 1958) i s  th e  s t o r y  o f  R o b e r t  S m a lls ,  th e

b la c k  p i l o t  who d e l i v e r e d  h i s  C o n fe d e ra te  g u n b o a t  to  t h e  

Union n a v y  and l a t e r  s e rv e d  f i v e  te rm s as a  S ou th  C a r o l in a  

congressm an . I t  i s  w e l l  w r i t t e n ,  h a s  e x c e l l e n t  p i c t u r e s ,  

and i s  c a r e f u l l y  r e s e a r c h e d .  E x c e l l e n t  r e a d i n g  f o r  h ig h  

sch o o l s t u d e n t s .

9 .  John Hope F r a n k l i n ,  From S la v e ry  t o  Freedom (New 

York: V in ta g e  B ooks, 1969) i s  t h e  most c o m p le te  h i s t o r y  o f

b la c k  A m erican s .  C hap te r  XVI d e a l s  w ith  t h e  C i v i l  War and 

th e  r o l e  o f  b l a c k  A m ericans. The E m a n c ip a tio n  P ro c la m a t io n  

(New Y ork : D oubleday, 1965) i s  a n o th e r  work o f  F r a n k l i n

which d e t a i l s  t h e  background  e v e n t s  and m ean ing  o f  t h e  

f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t i a l  o rd e r  to  a f f e c t  American b l a c k s .  S hou ld  

ap p ea l  t o  a l l  l e v e l s .

1 0 .  W i l l i a m  L oren  K atz ,  E y e w itn e ss :  The Negro i n

American H is to r y  (New York: P i tm an , 1971). C h ap te r  IX

d i s c u s s e s  th e  b l a c k  m an 's  p a r t  i n  t h e  C i v i l  War th ro u g h  

t e x t ,  p i c t u r e s ,  a n d  e y e w itn e s s  a c c o u n ts .  An e x c e l l e n t  book 

and s h o u ld  a p p e a l  to  a l l  l e v e l s .

1 1 . S u s i e  King T a y lo r ,  R em in iscen ces  o f  My L i f e  i n  

Camp (New York: Amo P r e s s ,  1968) i s  a r e p r i n t  o f  th e
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a u to b io g ra p h y  o f  a b l a c k  C i v i l  War n u r s e .  Recommended as 

o u t s i d e  r e a d in g  f o r  s tu d e n t s  o f  a l l  l e v e l s .

12. I r v i n  H. Lee, Negro Medal o f  Honor Man (New 

York: Dodd & Mead, 1967).  C h ap te r  I I I  i s  t h e  s t o r y  o f

tw en ty  b l a c k s  who won th e  Medal o f  Honor d u r in g  th e  C iv i l  

War. Recommended f o r  h ig h  s c h o o l  r e a d e r s .

13. Benjam in Q u a r le s  has  t h r e e  e x c e l l e n t  books f o r

t h i s  u n i t .  The Negro i n  th e  Making o f  Am erica (New York: 

C o l l i e r ,  1964) i s  a p o p u la r  h i s t o r y  o f  b la c k  A m ericans. I t  

i s  o r g a n iz e d  a c c o rd in g  to  t h e  main c h r o n o lo g ic a l  p e r io d s  o f  

o u r  h i s t o r y  and  combines much v a lu a b le  in fo r m a t io n  w i th  an 

a d r o i t  w r i t i n g  s t y l e .  The Negro i n  th e  C i v i l  War (B oston : 

L i t t l e ,  Brown & Co. 1969) and  B lack  A b o l i t i o n i s t s  (New York: 

O xford  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1969) a r e  s c h o l a r l y  s t u d i e s  o f  th e  r o l e  

o f  b l a c k  A m ericans d u r in g  t h e  C i v i l  War.

14. T here  a r e  s e v e r a l  works on F r e d e r i c k  D ouglass

t h a t  c o u ld  be  v e ry  h e l p f u l  f o r  t h i s  u n i t .  N athan I r v i n

H u g g in s , S la v e  and C i t i z e n :  The L i f e  o f  F r e d e r i c k  D ouglass

(B oston : L i t t l e ,  Brown & C o .,  1980); Benjam in Q u a r le s ,

F r e d e r i c k  D oug lass  (New York: Atheneum, 1969); and S h i r l e y

Graham, T he re  was Once a  S la v e :  The H e ro ic  S to ry  o f

F r e d e r i c k  D oug lass  (New York: J u l i a n  M essner, I n c . ,  1947).

These books s h o u ld  a p p e a l  to  a l l  l e v e l s .

Some t e a c h e r s  have fo u n d  t h a t  c la s s ro o m  u se  o f  

a p p r o p r i a t e  f i lm s  and f i l m s t r i p s  o f t e n  s e rv e s  to  i n c r e a s e  

s tu d e n t  i n t e r e s t  as w e l l  as t o  s t i m u l a t e  c l a s s  d i s c u s s io n s .
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The fo l lo w in g  i s  a l i s t  o f  f i lm s  and f i l m s t r i p s  

a p p l i c a b l e  to  t h i s  u n i t .

1. H a r r i e t  Tubman and th e  Underground R a i l r o a d .

21 min. ( b la c k  and w h i t e ) .  A p o r t r a y a l  o f  th e  fo rm er  s l a v e  

who became one o f  th e  most d a r in g  c o n d u c to rs  o f  t h e  u n d e r 

g ro u n d  r a i l r o a d  t h a t  c a r r i e d  f u g i t i v e  s la v e s  to  freedom .

M cGraw-Hill F ilm s
110 1 5 th  S t r e e t
Delma, C a l i f o r n i a  92Q14

2. C i v i l  War and R e c o n s t r u c t io n , 1861-1877. 20 

m in . ( b la c k  and w h i t e ) .  Covers t h e  Negro r o l e  i n  th e  w ar 

and  th e  a t t e m p t  a t  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  fo l lo w e d .  I t s  

p i c t u r e s  a r e  e x c e l l e n t ,  th e  t e x t  i s  t e r s e  and e x c i t i n g .

Most u s e f u l  a s  an ov erv iew  o f  th e  p e r i o d .  This, docum entary  

s h o u ld  have a p p e a l  f o r  s e n io r  h ig h  s t u d e n t s .

M cGraw-Hill F ilm s

3. The Negro i n  t h e  C i v i l  and R e c o n s t r u c t io n . 

F i l m s t r i p — c o l o r .  Covers t h e  same t o p i c s  as  th e  f i lm  above 

b u t  a l lo w s  t h e  t e a c h e r  more tim e f o r  d e p th  t r e a tm e n t  o f  th e  

v a r i o u s  t o p i c s .

M cGraw-Hill F ilm s

4. The C i v i l  War: A nguish  o f  E m a n c ip a t io n . 2Q min.

A re e n a c tm e n t  o f  th e  s t e p s  tow ard  L i n c o l n ' s  i s s u i n g  o f  th e

P ro c la m a tio n  u s in g  v e r b a t im  d ia lo g u e .

L e a rn in g  C o rp o ra t io n  o f  A m erica 
1350 Avenue o f  t h e  A m ericas 
New York, New York 1Q019
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5. The C i v i l  War: P ro m ise  o f  R e c o n s t r u c t io n . 28 

min. A re e n a c tm e n t  o f  t h e  P o r t  R oya l ex p e r im e n t and th e  

r e l a t e d  p rob lem s f o r  b l a c k s  and w h i t e s .

L e a rn in g  C o rp o ra t io n  o f  A m erica

6. The H is to r y  o f  the  B la c k  Man i n  th e  U n i te d  

S t a t e s . S e t o f  sound f i l m s t r i p s .  T h is  c o r r e l a t e d  sound 

f i l m s t r i p  c o lo r  s e t  o f f e r s  a b ro a d  su rv ey  o f  the  e x p e r ie n c e  

o f  th e  b la c k  p e o p le  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  f ro m  C o lo n ia l  t im es 

to  t h e  p r e s e n t .  W hile em phasis  i s  p la c e d  on  ev en ts  a s  they  

a f f e c t e d  b la c k  p e o p le  t h e s e  e v e n ts  a r e  s e t  a g a i n s t  t h e  back 

ground  o f  th e  g e n e r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  in  

each p e r io d  o f  h i s t o r y .  P a r t s  1 a n d  2 a r e  a p p l i c a b l e  to  t h i s  

u n i t .

E d u c a t io n a l  Audio V is u a l  I n c .
P l e a s a n t v i l l e ,  New York 10570

A fro-A m erican  H i s to r y  P o s t e r s  (New York: P itm an

Co.) i s  an a t t r a c t i v e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  f i f t e e n  p o s te r s  showing 

how b la c k s  have c o n t r i b u t e d  to  im p o r ta n t  a s p e c t s  o f  American 

h i s t o r y .  Four o f  th e s e  p o s t e r s  c o v e r  b la c k s  in  th e  C i v i l  

War.

The s t a t e d  o b j e c t i v e s  f o r  t h i s  su p p lem en ta ry  u n i t  

may be  e v a lu a te d  by t r a d i t i o n a l  m ethods o f  t e s t i n g ,  such  as 

w r i t t e n  e s sa y  and o b j e c t i v e  q u e s t i o n s ,  as w e l l  as o r a l  

e x a m in a t io n s .
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A LIST OF SIGNIFICANT CIVIL WAR BATTLES 
ENGAGED IN BY BLACK TROOPS

A mite R iv e r
A ppom attox  Court H ouse
A rk an sas  R iv e r
Ash Bayou
Ashepoo R iv e r
Ashwood L and ing
A thens
B a r ra n c a s
Bayou B i d e l l
Bayou Boeuf
Bayou llacon
Bayou S t . Lewis
Bayou T e n sas
Bayou T u n ic a
Bermuda Hundreds
B erw ick
B ig  Creek
B ig  R iv e r
B ig  S p r in g s
B la c k  C reek
B la c k  R iv e r
B oggs ' M i l l
B o y d 's  S t a t i o n
B o y k in 's  M i l l s
B ra d fo rd  S p r in g
B raw ley  F o rk
B r i c e ' s  C ro ss  Roads
B r ig s e n  C reek
B ru sh  C reek
B r y a n t ' s  P l a n t a t i o n
C ab in  C reek
C ab in  P o i n t
Camden
C edar Keys
C h a f f i n ' s  Farm
C h a r l e s to n
C h a t ta n o o g a
C i t y  P o in t
C l a r k e s v i l l e
C l in to n
C o lem an 's  P l a n t a t i o n
Columbia
C o n co rd ia  Bayou
Cow Creek
C o x 's  B r id g e
D a l l a s
D a l to n

Darbytown Road 
D a v i d 's  Bend 
D e c a tu r  
Deep Bottom 
D everaux  Neck 
D re w ry 's  B l u f f  
D utch  Gap 
E a s t  P a sc a g o u la  
E a s t p o r t  
F a i r  Oaks 
F e d e r a l  P o in t  
F i l lm o r e  
F lo y d  
F o r t  Adams 
F o r t  Anderson 
F o r t  B la k e ly  
F o r t  Brady 
F o r t  Burnham 
F o r t  D onelson 
F o r t  G aines 
F o r t  Gibson 
F o r t  Jones  
F o r t  P i l lo w  
F o r t  P o c a h o n ta s  
F o r t  Smith 
F o r t  T a y lo r  
F o r t  Wagner 
F m a k l i n  
Ghent 
G lasgow
G o o d r ic h 's  Landing  
Grand Gulf 
G r e g o ry 's  Farm 
H a i n e s ' B lu f f  
H a l l  I s l a n d  
H a rro d sb u rg  
H a t c h e r ' s  Run 
H e le n a  
H enderson  
H o l ly  S p r in g s  
Honey H i l l  
H o p k in s v i l l e  
H orsehead  C reek  
I n d i a n  Bay 
I n d i a n  Town 
I n d ia n  V i l l a g e  
I s l a n d  Mound
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I s l a n d  No. 76 
I s s e q u e n a  County 
J a c k so n  
J a c k s o n v i l l e  
James I s l a n d  
J e n k i n ' s  F e r ry  
J o h n 's  I s l a n d  
J o h n s o n v i l l e  
J o n e s 'B r id g e  
J o y ' s  Ford 
Lake P r iv id e n c e  
L au ren ce  
L i t t l e  Rock 
L iv e rp o o l  H e ig h ts  
M adison S t a t i o n  
M agno lia  
Marengo 
M ariana  
M arion
M arion  County 
McKay's P o i n t  
M e f f le to n  Lodge 
Memphis
M i l l i k e n ' s  Bend
M il l to w n  B l u f f
M i t c h e l l ' s Creek
M organzia
Moscow S t a t i o n
Mound P l a n t a t i o n
Mount P l e a s a n t  L anding
Mud Creek
M u rf re e sb o ro
N a s h v i l l e
N atchez
N a tu r a l  B r id g e
New Kent C o u r t  House
New M arket H e ig h ts
O lu s te e
Owensboro
P a s s  Manchal
P a lm e t to  Ranch
P e te r s b u r g
P i e r s o n ' s  Farm
P in e  B a rren  Creek
P in e  B a rre n  Ford
P in e  B lu f f
P lym outh
P o i n t  Lookout

P o in t  o f  Rocks 
P o in t  P l e a s a n t  
P o iso n  S p r in g s  
P o r t  Hudson 
Powhatan 
P r a i r i e  d'Anne 
P u la s k i  
R a le ig h  
R e c t o r ' s  Farm 
R ic h la n d  
Richmond 
R ip le y
R o a c h e 's  P l a n t a t i o n  
R o l l in g  Fork 
R o o s e v i l l e  Creek 
Ross Landing  
S ab ine  R iver  
S a lk e h a tc h ie  
S a l t v i l l e  
Sand M ountain 
Sandy Swamp 
S c o t t s b o r a  

"Sherwood 
S h ip w i th 's  L and ing  
S imp son v i  l i e  
S m i th f i e ld  
South Tunnel 
S pan ish  F o r t  
S t .  J o h n 's  R iv e r  
S t .  S tephens  
S team er A l l i a n c e  
S team er Chippewa 
S team er C i ty  BeT le  
Steam er Louts 
S u f fo lk
Sugar L o a f  H i l l  
S u lp h u r  Branch 
S w if t  Creek 
T a y l o r s v i l l e  
Timber H i l l  
Town Creek 
Township 
T r e s t l e  
Tupelo 
V ick sb u rg  
V i d a l i a  
W allace  F e r ry  
Warsaw
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W a te r fo rd
W ate r lo o
W ate rp ro o f
W hite Oak Road
W hite R iv e r
W il l ia m sb u rg
W ilm ington
W i l s o n 's  L and ing , Wharf 
Yazoo C i ty  
Yazoo E x p e d i t io n

Source : H arry  A. P lo s k i  and W arren M arr, I I ,  The Ne^ro
Almanac: A R e fe re n c e  Work on th e  A fro-A m erican
(New York: The B e l lw e th e r  C o .,  1976),  p .  615.
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BLACK SERVICEMEN AWARDED THE CONGRESSIONAL 
MEDAL OF HONOR

W illiam  A p p le to n
4 th  U.S. C o lo re d  Troops, Septem ber 29 , 1864, f o r  

g a l l a n t  co n d u c t  a t  New M arket H e ig h t s ,  V i r g i n i a .

P r i v a t e  W il l ia m  H. B arnes
3 8 th  U.S. C o lo red  T roops , among the  f i r s t  to  e n t e r  

th e  C o n fe d e ra te  w orks ,  a l th o u g h  wounded, a t  C h a f f i n ' s  Farm 
n e a r  Richmond, V i r g i n i a .

F i r s t  S e rg e a n t  Powhatan Beaty
5 th  U .S . C o lo red  Troops, Septem ber 29 , 1864, 

g a l l a n t r y  i n  a c t i o n  a t  C h a f f i n 's  Farm n e a r  Richmond.

F i r s t  S e rg e a n t  James H. Bronson
5 th  U .S . C o lo re d  Troops, Septem ber 29, 1864, 

g a l l a n t r y  i n  a c t i o n  a t  C h a f f i n 's  Farm n e a r  Richmond.

S e rg e a n t  W il l ia m  H. Carney
5 4 th  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  C o lo red  I n f a n t r y ,  t h e  f i r s t  b l a c k  

to  w in t h e  C o n g re s s io n a l  Medal o f  H onor. C arney  was c i t e d  
f o r  v a l o r  on June  18, 1863, d u r in g  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  F o r t  
Wagner, South  C a r o l in a ,  in  w hich he  c a r r i e d  t h e  c o l o r s ,  and  
le d  a c h a rg e  t o  th e  p a r a p e t  a f t e r  t h e  s ta n d a rd  b e a r e r  had  
been k i l l e d .  He was tw ic e  s e v e r e l y  wounded d u r in g  t h i s  
b a t t l e .

S e rg e a n t  D eca tu r  D orsey
3 9 th  U.S. C o lo re d  T roops . D orsey  was c i t e d  f o r  

v a l o r  i n  th e  B a t t l e  o f  P e te r s b u r g ,  V i r g i n i a ,  on J u ly  30, 
1864. When h i s  re g im e n t  was d r iv e n  b ack  to  U nion  l i n e s ,  h e  
c a r r i e d  t h e  c o lo r s  and r a l l i e d  th e  men i n  h i s  u n i t .

S e rg e a n t-M a jo r  C h r i s t i a n  A. F lee tw ood
4 th  U .S. C o lo re d  Troops, f o r  g a l l a n t r y  i n  a c t io n  

a t  C h a f f i n ' s  fa rm  n e a r  Richmond.



239

P r iv a t e  James G a rd in e r
3 6 th  U.S. C o lo re d  T ro o p s ,  c i t e d  f o r  g a l l a n t r y  i n  

a c t io n  a t  C h a f f i n 's  Farm n e a r  Richmond.

S e rg e a n t  James H. H a r r i s
3 8 th  C o lo red  T ro o p s , c i t e d  f o r  g a l l a n t r y  i n  a c t i o n  

a t  C h a f f i n ' s  Farm n e a r  Richmond.

S e rg e a n t-M a jo r  Thomas Hawkins
6 th  U.S. C o lo re d  T ro o p s ,  c i t e d  f o r  v a l o r  i n  th e  

B a t t l e  o f  Deep Bottom , V i r g i n i a ,  on J u ly  21, 1864. He was 
c r e d i t e d  w i th  th e  r e s c u e  o f  h i s  r e g im e n ta l  c o l o r s  from  th e  
enemy.

S e rg e a n t  A l f r e d  B. H i l t o n
4 t h  U.S. C o lo re d  T ro o p s ,  c i t e d  f o r  g a l l a n t r y  i n  

a c t i o n  a t  C h a f f i n 's  Farm n e a r  Richmond.

S e rg e a n t-M a jo r  M il to n  M. H o lla n d
5 th  U.S. C o lo re d  T ro o p s ,  c i t e d  f o r  g a l l a n t r y  i n  

a c t io n  a t  C h a f f i n 's  Farm n e a r  Richmond.

C orpora l  M ile s  James
3 6 th  U.S. C o lo re d  T ro o p s ,  c i t e d  f o r  g a l l a n t r y  i n  

a c t i o n  a t  C h a f f i n 's  Farm n e a r  Richmond.

F i r s t  S e r g e a n t  A le x a n d e r  K e l ly
6 th  U.S. C o lo re d  T ro o p s ,  c i t e d  f o r  g a l l a n t r y  in  

a c t i o n  a t  C h a f f i n 's  Farm n e a r  Richmond.

F i r s t  S e r g e a n t  R o b e r t  P inn
5 th  U.S. C o lo re d  T ro o p s ,  c i t e d  f o r  g a l l a n t  co n d u c t  

in  a c t i o n  a t  C h a f f i n ' s  Farm n e a r  Richmond.

F i r s t  S e r g e a n t  Edward R a d c l i f f
3 8 th  U.S. T ro o p s ,  c i t e d  f o r  g a l l a n t r y  i n  a c t i o n  a t  

C h a f f i n 's  Farm n e a r  Richmond.

P r iv a t e  C h a r le s  Veal
4 t h  U.S. C o lo re d  T ro o p s ,  c i t e d  f o r  g a l l a n t r y  i n  

a c t io n  a t  C h a f f i n 's  Farm n e a r  Richmond.
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U .S . NAVY

A aron  Anderson
P a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  th e  c l e a r i n g  o f  M attox  Creek on 

M arch 17, 18 6 5 , w h ile  s e r v in g  on th e  g u n b o a t  Wyandank. 
A nderson  was c i t e d  f o r  c a r r y in g  o u t  h i s  d u t i e s  c o u ra g e o u s ly  
i n  s p i t e  o f  d e v a s t a t i n g  f i r e  from  th e  enemy.

R o b e r t  B lake
Was an  e x - s l a v e ,  e n l i s t i n g  i n  t h e  navy a f t e r  

e s c a p in g  fro m  a V i r g i n i a  p l a n t a t i o n .  B lake  d i s p la y e d  
h e r o i s m  w h i le  s e rv in g  on  th e  g u nboa t M arb lehead  on December 
25 , 1863.

Jo h n  Lawson
Was awarded t h e  medal f o r  h i s  b r a v e r y  a t  th e  B a t t l e  

o f  M ob ile  Bay w h ile  s e r v i n g  on th e  gunboa t H a r t f o r d  on 
A u g u s t  5, 1864 . Lawson was knocked  u n c o n sc io u s  d u r in g  th e  
b a t t l e ,  b u t  a s  soon a s  he  r e g a in e d  c o n s c io u s n e s s  he  
z e a l o u s l y  c o n t in u e d  t o  p e rfo rm  h i s  d u t i e s ,  a l th o u g h  f o u r  o f  
t h e  men a t  h i s  s t a t i o n  had  b een  k i l l e d  by enemy f i r e .

Jo a c h im  P ease
Was awarded t h e  medal f o r  g a l l a n t r y  i n  a c t i o n  w h i le  

s e r v i n g  on t h e  gunboat K e a rsa rg e  in  i t s  famed engagement 
w i t h  t h e  C o n fe d e ra te  Alabama.

S o u rc e s :  H a r ry  A. P l o s k i  and W arren M arr ,  I I ,  The Ne^ro
Almanac: A R e fe re n c e  Work on th e  A fro-A m erican
(New York: The B e l lw e th e r  Co. , 1976) , p p .
6 4 2 -4 3 ,  6 4 6 -4 7 ;  Benjam in Q u a r le s ,  The Negro in  
t h e  C iv i l  War (B oston : L i t t l e ,  Brown & C o.,
1 9 6 9 ) ,  pp. 2 3 1 -3 2 .
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BLACK SOLDIERS ACCREDITED TO EACH STATE
DURING THE CIVIL WAR

A ccord ing  to  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  on f i l e  i n  t h e  A d ju ta n t  
G e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e ,  th e  s t a t e s  were a c c r e d i t e d  w i t h  the  
f o l lo w in g  number o f  b l a c k s  who s e r v e d  in  the  arm y d u r in g  th e  
C i v i l  War.

Alabama-------------------------- 2 ,969
L o u is  i a n a ---------------------- 24 ,052
New H am pshire---------------  125
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ----------------- 3 ,966
C o n n e c t i c u t ------------------  1 , 764
New J e r s e y --------------------  1 ,185
D elaw are ------------------------  954
D i s t r i c t  o f  C o lum bia--  3 ,269
N o rth  C a r o l in a --------------- 5 ,035
S ou th  C a r o l in a --------------- 5 ,4 6 2
F l o r i d a -------------------------- 1 ,0 4 4
T e n n e sse e -----------------------20 ,133
M ich ig an ------------------------ 1 ,387
I n d i a n a -------------------------  1 ,537
M is s o u r i -------------------------- 8 ,3 4 4
Iowa-------------------------------  ' 440
K an sa s ---------------------------  2 ,0 8 0
C olo rado  T e r r i t o r y   95
M i s s i s s i p p i ------------------- 17 ,896
M aine-----------------------------  104

Vermont--------------------  120
Rhode I s l a n d -----------  1 ,8 3 7
New York------------------- 4 ,1 2 5
P e n n sy lv a n i  s ------------ 8 ,6 1 2
M aryland-------------------  8 ,7 1 8
V i r g in i a --------------------- 5 ,7 2 3
W est V i r g i n i a ---------  196
G eo rg ia --------------------  3 ,4 8 6
A rk an sas --------------------- 5 ,5 2 6
Kentucky------------------- 2 3 ,7 0 3
O hio ----------------------------5 ,0 9 2
I l l i n o i s -----------  1 ,8 1 1
M in n eso ta -----------------  104
W isconsin -----------------  104
T ex as ------------------------ 47

N ot a c c o u n te d  f o r — 5 ,8 9 6  
T o t a l -----------------------178 ,975

The l o s s e s  t h e s e  t ro o p s  s u s t a i n e d  from  s i c k n e s s ,  
wounds, k i l l e d  i n  b a t t l e ,  and o th e r  c a s u a l t i e s  i n c i d e n t  to  
war w ere  6 8 ,1 7 8 .  The a g g re g a te  b l a c k  p o p u la t io n  in  th e  
U n i te d  S t a t e s  i n  1860 was 4 ,4 4 9 ,2 0 1 ,  o f  which 3 ,9 5 0 ,5 3 1  w ere  
s l a v e s .

S o u rc e :  Jo se p h  T. W ilso n , The B la c k  Phalanx: A H is to ry  o f
th e  Negro S o l d i e r s  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  i n  th e  Wars 
of? 1775-1812, 1861-65 ( H a r t f o r d :  A m erican
P u b l i s h in g  Co. , 1890; r e p r i n t  e d . , New York: A m o
P r e s s ,  1968), p .  142.
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