Free women’s
defense class

By Faith Franklin

Staff Writer

The second Free Women's Self Defense Seminar
will be held Sunday, Nov. 18 at 2 p.m.

The seminar is hosted by the
Tennessee Mixed Marshal Arts Gym,
opened this past July.

The gym was started by two MTSU students,
Michael Stevenson, business administration major
and Sam Gaskin, exercise science major.

Gaskin has been training, competing and teach
ing martial arts for 13 years. Gaskin has a black belt
in Brazilin Jiu-jitsz and a brown belt in Judo. “He
trains at a world class level,” Stevenson said.

Stevenson has wrestled for nine years and has
taken Muay Thai boxing for two years.

Hosting the seminar “is basically something we
decided to do from the onset [of opening the
gym],” Stevenson said.

The first free women’s self defense seminar was
held Oct. 14 and roughly 15 women participated.

“I took the class because my parents were con
cerned with my safety,” said Rachel Herman, fresh
man International Relation major. “It was really
helpful because I am not a strong person, a lot of
girls on campus could benefit from it.”

The purpose of the seminar is “to raise awareness
of what women can do to help defend themselves
and educate themselves on how to stay safe
Stevenson said. It also offers “some things to think
about [as well as] positions not to put yourself in

If women do find themselves in a “bad palace,
Stevenson said, the seminar “will show you what to
do to break away from that place.”

“We are helping the community by trying to
show women how to defend
Stevenson said.

“[They taught us] practical things on how to
defend yourself and you do not have to be super
strong or trained to do,” Herman said.

The seminar is not only for women. “While the
majority of the people that come out are women
anybody is more than welcome,” Stevenson said.
“There is no body type anyone can do it, it is not
solely specific to any group.”

The primary instructor of the seminar will be
Gaskin, while Stevenson and other full contact
fighters will come in to help teach.

The seminar begins with a general introduc-
tion that uses an analogy to scuba diving,
Stevenson said.

The analogy discussed refers to when a scuba
diver wears a knife on their leg in case of a shark
attack. The idea is not that a scuba diver will be
able to kill the shark with the knife, but make
the shark realize that “you would be a bad meal,”
Stevenson said.

The shark analogy relates to a sexual predator.

The sexual predator “will want an easy meal,
something that will be easy to do,” Stevenson said.
“So if you make yourself a bad meal, a sexual pred-
ator will move on to a much easier target.

After completing the seminar the women will
“be a bad meal,” Stevenson said.

Throughout the course of the seminar women
are educated “that they can do something about
this whole cycle of predators out there preying on
women,” Stevenson said. ’

“It seems life every single week there is some sort
of incident that happens on campus,” Stevenson
said. “We just think that women could better edu-
cate themselves and realize that they don’t need to
be a victim and that they are not a victims and that
th? can do something.”

[The class] was conducted really well,” said
Jennifer Scruggs, junior sociology, major. “1 left the
class more confident that if something happened I
could defend myself” Scruggs said that the class is
great for both men and women.

“It’s a good idea,” said Tiffany Gray, sophomore
theater major. “Everyone should know how to
defend themselves, especially since it gets darker
earlier and people have to walk alone at night.”
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State senator fined for
personal use of $95,000
in campaign funds

Assocnated Press

State Sen. Jerry Cooper was fined $120,000
Wednesday by the state Registry of Election
Finance for moving campaign funds into a per-
sonal account.

*That is the largest civil penalty the Registry has
ever issued," Registry Director Drew Rawlins said.

State law does not allow politicians to use cam-
paign money for their personal expenses.

The transfer came to light during a trial in
which the Morrison Democrat faced charges of
bank fraud, mail fraud and conspiracy. He was
acquitted by a jury earlier this year but during that
trial an Internal Revenue Service investigator testi-
fied that Cooper had moved $95,000 from a
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Student dies in Cummings

By Andy Harper the floor, but changed his mind and asked for me to stay and make sure no
one came near the room.”

Irvin said he was then told by Westmoreland to go to his room. Long,
who gave a statement to police, told Irvin he overheard paramedics talking
about a coma and that Beatty would not likely survive.

Barrett was up in his room, one floor above Beatty, during the event.

“I got a call from my friend telling me there was an ambulance down-
stairs and she thought it was for our friend Jeremy,” Barrett said. “I ran to
the stairs, grabbed the railing and flew down. I couldn’t have jumped down
the stairs any faster.”

Irvin said he and Beatty planned to start training for third-shift at the
Shell station on Old Fort Parkway on Saturday.

‘We were both hired and went to take a drug-test on Friday,” Irvin said.
‘Jeremy was having trouble going to the bathroom so he drank a lot of water.”

f death for Jeremy Beatty remains unknown, although evi-
weests natural causes, said James Fanguy, sergeant for
f Publi

for Beatty on Tuesday

Safety.

fe officials found the body of Beatty, freshman
nmg i room

618 of Cummings.

he scene indicates Beatty died

An official
t results from an autop

1 diabetes

s of { said a stretcher According to Irvin, after the test, he and Beatty came back to Cummings,
en 11:50 a.m. and midnight.  where Beatty became sick and began vomiting.
with a sheet over his head

“I got up and went to knock on Jeremy’s door Saturday night,” Irvin said.
He didn’t answer, so I figured he was still sick and went without him.”
In addition to Westmoreland, Susan Sudak, executive director of Housing
and Residential Life, was present at the scene to inform and comfort students.
‘They [the staff| were as respectful and calm as they could be,” Barrett
n said Long became  said. “They talked with us and even brought us tissues.”

1OT We all

just dropped,

ajor, went to check on

N acrospace major.
tor Lummings ‘Jeremy was leaving in January for a Disney scholarship. I was with him
L10:30 p.m.on  when he got the letter saying he got the internship and he was so happy. He
wasn't even going to come back after winter break, he was just going

straight to Florida.” @
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Study lists Oakland as dropout
factory, school system disagrees

B-y_luhnathun Schleicher
Staft Writer

“Dropout factory” 1s not an
hunnmblc title tor any school in
the Unmited States. [he term
dropout factory reteis to a high
school that has a 60 percent o less
graduation .ate, accoiding o an
Associated Piess stoiy on a study
taken by Johns  Hopkins
University, which said one out of
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Nov. 7, 8:25 a.m.

Theft Under $500

Scarlett Commons — Apt. 2
Individual reported that her debit
card had been stolen and was being
used fraudulently.

Nov. 7, 8:43

Harassment

Deere Hall

Individual reported that she was
receiving harassing and threatening
phone calls, possibly from a cowork
er.

Nov 7, 1:23 p.m

Vandalism Over $500

Cummings Annex Lot

Individual reported that his vehicl
had been vandalized

Now. 7, 4:30 p-m

Traffic — Leaving the Sc
Accident Involving Propert
MTSU Police e part

A hit and run occu
subject reported at 1

ment.

Nov. 7, 11:47 1
Simple Possessior
Deere Hall
Griffin P. Pow

Nov. 8
Public Intoxic

Sigma Nu Hou

Register for an elective that will give you the confidence and experience needed to become
ROTC gives you the leadership skills you need to graduate as a Lieutenant, an Officer in the U.S. Army.

ENROLL IN AR
BECOME AN AR

An individual was arrested for public
intoxication and consumption of
alcohol under 21.

Daniel Criss

Nov. 8, 12:30 p.m.
Thett Over
i'lk‘“lk“i s Houst

\n individual filled out a report in

S500

the station in reference to a stolen

wood chipper.

Nov. 8, 12:47 p.m

I'helt Bicvcles Under $500
Wood Hall

An individual called to request an

officer in reference to her stolen bike

Classified

EMPLOYMENT

For RENT

An individual called advising his
iPod was stolen from his office

Nov. 10, 12:19 a.m.

Iheft Under $500

Keathley University Center

\ student’s Mac laptop was stolen
from the KUC, where it had been
nLll\‘hi\' the bookstore, not in a hul
er. The student only remembered it
was missing that evening

Nov. 10, 5:34 p.m.

Disorderly Conduct

Flovd Stadium

An individual was arrested fo
Disorderly Conduct.

Donte Hughes

Nov. 11, 10:57 a.m.

Motor Vehicle Theft

“lle R.I!d('! IIY

\ golt cart was found unattended

the roadway

",;L'l‘ LU

e
(SN

FOR LEASE

FOR SALE

ble third-party threats.

Nov. 12, 2:22 p.m.

Burglary

Recreation Center

A worker at the rec reationcenter
called to advise that someone has

been cutting the locks on the lockers
there.

Nov. 12, 2:33 p.m.

Vandalism

Learning Resources Center

Someone knocked some pictures off
the wall in the LRC photo gallery,
the complainant advised.

Nov. 14, 9:35 a.m. ‘
Theft — Under $500 [
Kirksey Old Main |
Individual called to advise some .
items were stolen from her office.
Nov. 14, 10:31 a.m.

Theft Under $500

Greek Row — Phi Kappa Phi House
Someone broke into the data room,
the complainant advised.

Nov. 14, 10:42 a.m.

Theft Under $500

Kirksey Old man

An individual advised some coins
were stolen from her office.

a leader. The Army

MVARIE

For more intormation on Army ROTC leadership & scholarshi
visit Forrest Hall. Room 1. or contact Major Giles at 898-57

Nov. 12, 5:34 p.m.

Ihett = Over $500
James. E. Walker Library
\ backpack was reported stolen from
the library

Nov. 14, 11:16 a.m. ’
Traffic — Leaving the Scene of an
Accident Involving Property Damage |
Greenland Drive — Lot B

A Blue 2000 VW Jetta was hit in the
parking lot; causing damage over
$400.

NOy 13, .y'l\;P‘”"
Possession of Unlawful Drug
Paraphernalia

immings Hall Nov. 14, 11:30 a.m.
Theft Under $500
Kirksey Old Main-
Items were reported stolen from an
office.

I'he area coordinator called advising
smelled drug use; evidence was

cted and a report is to be filed.

(4, 12:19 a.m.
Moving Violation
ler I
il issued a state atation for

Nov. 14, 11:42 am.
Theft Under $500
James Union Building

t closed road. * A bag was reported stolen from an

Dennis office.
Senator
Continued from 1
expense, but it still found he had
weount to a private  appropriated more than $94,000
ween December 1999 in money that was supposed to be
ser 2001 used for campaigning.
rv found that a small "In anybody's book that is an
that was probably a  egregious violation,” Registry
ment for a campaign ¢ hairman Will Long said. @

SALE!
509% - 80% O designer brand
formalwear and bridalwear

Buy vour dress and ger 10

'
oH any
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oflering RENTAL wuxedion!

Stop by and sce us of vou have a tormal or spee al

event this falll v ISE 1D, ot tim s
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NI Oyu CHCC

Grand Opening and
Hollday Spectals: Call Now!

One Month FREE Rent

(restrictions apply)

For apartment pictures and more nio;

Updated 2 Bedrooms available!
- Rosﬁ-g un'i;}érsity-lofts.com
| 615-217-4270

MTV SPRING BREAK

Panama City Beach
800-488-8828

www.sandpiperbeacon.com

FrRee SPRING BREAK
MobDEL SEARCH CALENDAR
*VALID FOR FIRST 1000 RESERVATIONS.
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It is unusually depressing that a school in Murfreesboro has been ) ('™ e & (\Naii W hat S ) \ Y _ *+7V'}7
referred to as a “Dropout Factory.” Obviously, the connotation s that f i ,.‘” "4',” 2 I ' N f s for _ _'f’
Tennessee puts children through 13 years of education just to see them ; J Y[ J0HG U b % | SN oS < \
fail before they reach the end with a diploma and a shot at college ( e ik o \

Tennessee’s state government is notorious {or choosing to fund ‘ P / | =~ { , 4I ( ) | ]
smoother highways then the education of the future generations , } ] e e e 5 [ ~ J
Thlbl\tclllnunur kids that better driving conditions arce much mor ¢ ' 3 S \f V/}‘/y does fi / ”""“fl”“’ﬁ(e\ B ) /
important than their futures. i v ' H\ feel ¢ (A4 g} ! ¢ ' /?)h ‘

Without the proper funding, we as a state cannot aftord to pro : ‘ \ Pt > =
cure the teachers that actually earned some semblance of OTee nd Friend frankhasenmuellerﬂgmaﬂ com Frank Hasenmueller
and did not graduate from the Three Stooges Acad B

Tennessee has a massive turnover rate and poor 1

They leave for greener pastures and a lot mon

lum that is not actually laughable. They as c t
instruct their pupils ¥y

We cannot afford to provid
this technological age. Hig
that to quote “Family Guy
‘trouble ahead.”

Textbooks are even bec
heavily relied on to do
afford to buy computers

- teachers who wouldn't k
and a personal tutor

Monev isn't the o1
test, reterring to quall
exam, the AP
into students that

some exciting ideas. He was also a doctor, and
, he used these skills in a war. Oh and get this,
TOd'dy S the troops support him, having received the
Forecast most donations from actual soldiers.

There is also one unifying characteristic of
all these members of Congress: they are not
doing their jobs!

S.N. Blevins
Contributing Columnist

They were elected to uphold the law and to
do what is best for their state as well as the
country.

et ot Pty lid] the only candidate l:\ make me think twice. Well, our country was attacked. Thousands
All blame car st we have Rudolph Giuliani, former  of innocent civilians died. Last time I checked,

dents can't I ol New York City. He loves the sound of  the person responsible has not been brought

for test aft : ; oice, almost as much as he loves  to justice.

the purpose of o if fent I'he candidates are running around the

to shovel pile of standard former first lady Hillary Clinton,  country expecting people to have faith in

to memo t understan from New York. She is too cau-  them, to trust them. All the while, one of the
We need paving our : wal is to get votes. Oh, and  biggest mass murderers in the history of our

oney at ¥l wrant servers: she does not  world enjoys his freedom.

schools are so bevond repair
L i }

Cavarine Bt thay dnach’t R hire people that tip, according I'hey think it is okay to just take a vear off,
:”\i\lk ut . ; ..1 , ‘ { at we vaitress. Afterwards, Senator  miss crucial votes, and in general make a
fundamental education we she ms using the woman asan  maockery of what the government is supposed
[eflon cushion tor our tir vorking sigle mom in a o stand for.
' 13 an hour that hey ought to get back to Washington and
' Ps goes a long way make a difference right now. They must not
e nden, ULS, Senator from squander this coming ar. Honestly, why
Iﬂtter tO the [‘JdltOr g | ndidate. He .\Iu.‘l.! I 1 slacke i my country?
- i I nme o
Rep. Paul responsible spender | . SN tevins 15 freshman science o and
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To the Editor: |

Last week, Congress awarded the GCongressional Gold Medal |

to the Dalai Lama in recognition of his felong commitment 1o | ot
peace. The medal cost $30,000 to mint, and the Hon i ’ 0 no lsca y co nsewa lve
Representatives approved the funding by a vote of 434-1

The lone dissenting vote was cast by presidential candidate |
Ron Paul. “Mr. Speaker,” said Congressman Paul on the House
floor, “with great sadness I must rise to oppose this measur ‘
'\mrnnnnulhmmn\ in honoring a devout Buddhist monk with

a material gift of gold, Paul L\P] ined:
“We cannot forget that Congress has no authority under the ’

ntenance on - dams, mind that they ve been clamoring

es and waterwavs i the ULS.,  tor more statfing tor years. Bush's
ihsolutely essential to dump  response to this was to send
money on the largely out-  National Guard units to the bor-

ed Tragt War. Obviously, our  der, and to dump more money
oops need tood and ammo.  into the Department of Defense.

Constitution to spend taxpayer money on medals and awards
no matter how richly deserved.” ‘

- . ‘
; : | N lowever, folks back Stateside  Get the picture?
Paul had an alternative solution: he offered to pay $§100 out ot~ | | 4 . F
: : ' lackso / d safe drinking water and stur It’s okay to spend all the money
his own pocket to pay for the medal, if the other House members 2 : )
: ~ N y : dv bridges you want, as long as you're spend-
ponied up $70 each to cover the rest. No one did. x ; b , ; : it ¢

o » « Bush s posturing himselt ¢ y . ‘nar »

“You see,” Paul observed, “it’s a lot casier to \[‘L‘mi other peo v g A Llil =2 Il"L o | “] ;P”mkm =

) » y . | wWmimistrati : Mo Yete s Qe rate
ple’s money.” Let’s be clear: Paul has nothing against the Dalai i SR 85 DR efense. Schools, drinking water
Lama. He was also the lone vote in opposition to similar medals ' <N ul-of the federal deficit.  and  balanced  budgeting  be
for Ronald Reagan and Pope John Paul 1. His dissent speaks vol Hea romind that they incurred  damned, we need to spend more
umes about his principled political philosophy, which empha ch ol it themselves. Tt does  money on foreign wars and
sizes, above all, strict adherence to the Constitution. ' tke one wonder, though, it he  unstable regimes.

Sadly, Ron Paul seems to be the only politician left in tha s the Department of Defense Republican, Democrat, inde-
Washington who actually understands the proper role of the fed \t tl rn mche to spend whatever — pendent or apathetic, it’s time for
eral government in America. Our Founding Fathers were very bill that hey want, is that being watchful? — a reality check. There is no entity
clear: while the Constitution gives Congress the power to declare to the 1 s comes on the heels of  in the world, save the Federal
war and levy taxes, it says nothing about spending taxpayer dol alone. It : ome mieresting news, including  Government, that is allowed to
lars on feel - good medals. dissatisfact Johns Hopkins University  spend trillions of dollars more

Of course, thc(ﬁnpgrcsxion.\l Gold Medal isn't really a big deal, it allowe port on so-called “dropout fac than it makes, or is likely to make
but it S.lndl(."dll\'c of a much larger problem: over the years, o i what tory” hich schicols. Never wiind  in vears
}"()]I(lk:l‘dn.ﬁ have (("N’\w_ml."_ ignored and eroded  the n the ‘ b fact that despite any efforts to Whatever or whomever you
(,onsmunon,cachnn_c straying further than the last, to the point and danely 1 ‘ mtrary, public school stu-  deade to vote for in 2008, make
\'{hln‘rc 4? (i"’" of 435 ;]ncmlllwr\ of the 11‘“;\{“ don't hesitate to trillion . fents in the United States fare  sure thev understand that red ink
\l(’).atel ¢ document they all swore 1o l}]p 10I1d. bt it is \ voetully in comparisons to anv signifies a l\lccdlnu l)udgcl. and

To fully understand the degree to which the public has accept , : : ot g : , ¢ <

Tully C lv larse ther o-called developed _hina, to whom we owe hundreds

ed this nonsense, look no further than the most recent presiden : :

. . : ders of 1 tions of billion dollars in debt. Red is
tial debate, where Paul pointed out that the Constitution requires G ‘ e ot of The Bt 6
A 3 NeT t s not torget those pesky ULS uso the color o e blooc v.

the president to get congressional approval before going to wa s . : ;1 > e -k ‘;

P : 1 trol stabistics that s will mevitably be spent, here ¢
and some members of the audience actually booed! , X 1‘ LI | ‘;‘l €re anc
~ : i pe : ; pha " 0O 000 llegal border abro: av s do!

Ron Paul’s campaign slogan is “Hope for America,” and it the Jidid, Y s oad, to repay the deot.

2 T - : : : } on " pPast (WA | NCVUT
Dalai Lama vote is any indication, Paul is literally the only hope gealdd past year. iN
e ishi : t Border Pat 1 Barker is a se ' -
for those wishing to return to the ideals set forth in th forer Border Fatrol Evan Barker is a senior viola per
~ S 32 T tinded or ' r . .
Constitution: those of limited government at home, non- inter Ol rtunded, under-  formance  major and can  be
vention abroad, and individual liberty for all. sty worked. Never  reached at ehb2d@mtsu.edu

So if you want more of the same: foreign wars, debt and
domestic spying, then by all means, take your pick from the other
presidential candidates.

But if you're looking for someone who would refuse a

Congressional Gold Medal to an international beacon of peac A new Sidelines haiku:

on Constitutional grounds, well, there’s literally only one choice
Alex Blackwelder ' u'w factory
Freshman, College of Mass Communications Not a nice name for a school
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By Rachel Nutt
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From
“Mamma Mia!” to
Broadway

pasicals

I'he two \Hi(“» h.!\( been 1n contentious negotiations for more

ol then disagreements involve work rules and stafting requirements, particularly rules gov

Aaron Neville of The Neville

the streets and not on stage for disappoint
ed ‘l\(‘.llr’l};(\('r\ as \Hi‘»lll\\.; \L!L'('h.m\i\ P keted
behind barricades in the Times Square area

Wicked” to

tagehands walked off the job

erning the expensive process of loading in and setting up a show. The producers want more

elevision program bridges gap

etween students,

learn more about songwriting. He wants both the show
and his book to have a conversational feel, rather than
taking a boring textbook approach.

wve more than His experience is not the only reason he is ideal to help
he department  inform others about music. Newman is sincerely a congen-
as a major. il person. Wherever he is, the atmosphere becomes relaxed.

called  From the moment I met him, he was smiling and joking. He

raft of  even remembered my name and greeted me when he saw
me later at a recording of the show.

His attitude toward music can help keep students from

art of  being narrow-minded. Some limit themselves to one or two

mai genres, but Newman sums up the ideal attitude with one
simple statement: “If it’s good, I like it.”

When asked if a wide variety of genres would be repre-

sented in the show, he chuckled and said yes, that they had

ountry and country-western.” He explained that most of

songwriters would be coming out of Nashville, so the

t prominent genres in Nashville would be the most

genres represented in “Songspeak.” However, the

Iso featured R&B, pop, and other types of writers.

as always loved and been

ss of writing good music, not
Irue music lovers don't

st music. They listen for
influenced by different

best ways to find your-

r artists before vou.” It is
improved. He  not a . stvle, but about learning

1 ' l 4 Y
client student, he savs TO

xperiences of hearing
was doing something  and plaving ot A part of vou." He¢

loves. This illustrates his true

explains that you

love and real talent for music MTSU students can attend wdin

\fter studying music in col requesting 1o

lege, he turned his raw talent  informed me that since the recordings are o

nto a i‘h\lk‘\\hll\ 1S NOL an excessive amount ¢ student

lToday, Newman i1s an of his students have been watching the show a

accomplished songwriter  Sunday night and are impresse
himselt His songs have I was one of the few
|‘x;"\l' ||\|17\il|1 by many second recordine. Wh |

people such as  Shirley writers from the day

Caesar and George Straut 1IJICNCe MEMDErs wert natting Brig
Spreadin’ Like Wildfire American Society of Composers, Authors and Pt
song of his performed by the and works with Newman in booking accompl

\rchers, was Grammy-nomi songwriters for the show

nated. He has ‘_‘l.!\~ i with Since several recordings of the show have already taken

many lamous artists, such as place, everyone seemed 10 have tallen into a routine. All,
including the audience n

embers, were united by the com

Brothers and Sam Moore of Sam mon interest of music. A girl working on the camera crew
and Dave. He SIX-yea hummed “Hey Jude” by The Beatles as the set was put into
career in Memphis after place for the next recording. Every conversation revolved

ing a recording contract with  around music. One student, who | rstood had attend

\\IHI: Mt '1\1! loday L\l N\'L'?.)l previous rt rdings of the show, obviousiy fk'h
Newman works as an assis-  right at home: during setup, he sauntered up to the key-
tant professor for MTSU  board onset and began playing a jazzy/bluesy song. After

and plays in his band he played for a few seconds, I realized he was play

“Hal Newman and the ing “Cruella de Vil.” Newman, hearing the

Mystics of Time student playing, complimented him.

I can tell Newman lhe atmosphere in the room was like

really longs to that at a family gathering
transter his 'he songwriting guests were Tom

knowledge of the Hambridge and Robert Ellis Oral,

industry to oth- who are also both artists. They

ers. “Songspeak both discussed with Newman the

is only one way importance of different parts of a

he is doing this.  song, like verses, bridges, chorus

The book es, the first line and more. The

Newman 1s cur show 1s ~p"m nto three seg-

rently working men time is spent

on focuses on talking SONgwWriIters,

helping novices part is spent with them per

NEW YORK (AP) — The drama was or NASHVILLE, Ter \P

Carth Brooks and |

hanging owr

| !?I' Nashv

I'he Phantom of the Opera.” fron

most shows did not go on Saturday as

g down

more than two dozen plays and I'he ownershi

Country Music Hall of Famer Knis Knistotterso
1an three months. Much After all those years of fixing toilets, worryn
dozens of other chores that go with running an

been searching a while for an “exit strategy” when she thought of selling to the NSA

industry

forming their songs, and part is a question and answer ses-
sion with the audience. This is a great opportunity for
music major students and music lovers alike to get to ask
any question they want of an accomplished songwriter.
The entire experience was enjoyable. At first [ felt a bit
out of place since I am not a music major, but I became
so lost in the interesting stories and
the music that it felt completely
natural to be there. Ellis
Oral’s enthusiastic key

board playing had me
hooked from the
start. He also told
a funny
about a
humorous
song he wrote

story

called
“Ultimate.”
W h e n
Disney
heard the
song, they
thought it
was a great

yourself is to do
the great songs
of other artists

before you.”

--Hal Newman

love song for
one of their
movies, even
though Ellis
Oral's intentions

“Songspeak” host

had been quite differ

nt Lindsay Lohan

ended up recording the
song; 1t can be heard at the end
of the film “Freaky Friday.” Hambridge
plaved the snare drum and had his friend Steve accom-

panv him on guitar. He sang one up-tempo song called
Fix Her

7

audience members snapped their fingers.
n with such a small audience, we were all having tun.
lhough the show is about songwriting, | would argue

that 1t 1s not just tor music majors

but also for music lovers
Songspeak 18 not one of
those generic mfomer-

cial-type productions:
instead, 1t is full ot
big personality and
inspiring  people
with intriguing

backgrounds. @

the tamed songwriters club where

ere so many hits were first performed, is
,t a sures it l\ﬁ” L.L'g"‘
( YWNCT h:.5"\1 [l\l\i }Il‘
1ay 12ht betore performance by

[aKL 3 Jan
hether the nach vorking and the
tclub, Kurland, 52, wanted a change and had

flexibility in hiring; the stagehands don't want to give up what they say are hard-won ben
efits without something in return

City officials said Saturday that it was too early to estimate the economic impact of the
strike. Mavor Michael Bloomberg expressed disappointment that the two sides couldn't set-
tle their differences without a strike, but reiterated, “The city continues to stand ready to
hL‘Il‘ m any way \\‘c cdan

I'he work stoppage first affected “Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole Christmas!' The
Musical, a holiday attraction for tamilies that had an early 11 a.m. matinee.

Patrons will be able to get refunds for tickets to canceled shows or exchange the tickets
for the next available date, the league said. At “Wicked,” several received pamphlets for “The
'5th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee,” which was playing next door and was open for
business.

On West 532nd Street, where Tony Award-winning musicals “Jersey Boys” and “Hairspray”
play on either side of the street, pickets stood behind police barricades as theatergoers
received directions on how to get their refunds. The stagehands carried signs reading, “Our
LH)‘I'U s are No. 1 ’

“I couldn't think of anybody else other than the Songwriters Association that would have the
same mission, the same love in their heart for songwriters,” she said

I'he not-for-profit group has about 5,000 members and bills itself as the largest organization
of its kind in the United States.

“The goal is not to make a bunch of money off this, but to give them something they can con
tinue and prosper with,” Kurland said.

Herbison said the club will continue operating as it always has, down to the existing stafl

“We wrote in the contract that the Bluebird remains a songwriters venue,
“Something magic happens in those walls that doesn't happen anywhere else i the world

Kurland opened the Bluebird in 1982 as a restaurant with some live music but with
years began adding writers' nights. The club soon evolved into a place where songs. often por

Herbison sad

formed by the writer sitting in a circle with three or four other writers, take center stage
Garth Brooks found his hit “The Dance” while visiting there one night. Songwriter Don Sch
tried out many of his songs that Randy Travis recorded (“On the Other Hand, "'}

Amen’”) at the Bluebird. Club dishwasher/bartender Mark Irwin wrote the Alan Jacks 1
in the Real World.” @
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Blue Reign

A conversation with hall of fame head coach Rick Insell

By Richard Lowe

11O

Sitting inside of a half-lighted locker room, the
sound of exhausted breaths are heard. All eyes are
facing the projector screen, but all ears are
focused on the voices of the Middle Tennessee
women's basketball staff. Leading the team for his
third season is Rick Insell, a former high school
girl’s basketball coach who i1s more known now

or his short college coaching

caredt

In three seasons at MT,

record of 50 16. His teams have won the

Belt Conference championship both seasor

are entering this vear plaving for anothe

which would be the fifth in a row for
14}

I'his vear, like the twe t
started 1ts season witl

Dominion,

Y A \
Avihietie ASSOCiation

ountry Licorgla and wa JdNKe

MT men ready to shine Sit-down with

By Chris Martin

An experienced backcourt that has several
key plavers returning will lead a young
Middle Tennessee men’s basketball team for
the upcoming 2007-08 season.

lhe Blue Raiders squad will feature five
plavers who made at least 16 starts during the
2006-07 season, including last year’s leading
scorer, Kevin Kanaskie.

Overall, MT 1s returning six plavers who
weraged at least 5.9 points per game from a

thiat

went 15-17 overall with an 8-10
Sun Belt Conference record. Leading the way
will be preseason third team All-SBC selec-
tion Kanaskie, who averaged 12.2 ppg.

Also returning is sophomore forward
Desmond Yates (109 ppg), junior guards
Nigel Johnson (6.8 ppg), Calvin O’Neil (6.6
ppg) and junior center Theryn Hudson (5.9
ppg). However, this is a young team; there are
no seniors on the roster.

While the backcourt will have plenty of

experience, the frontcourt will be missing
some key players from last year’s squad.
Forward Tim Blue and center Kyle Young
have exhausted their eligibility. Between the
two, they accounted for 16.1 points and 10.1
rebounds a contest.

‘We miss [Blue] and [Young] from a
rebounding standpoint,” MT head coach
Kermit Davis said. “[Young] was our best
post defender. It’s going to be hard to replace
those two gll\\,”

One candidate to help replace Blue and
Young will be newcomer Uriah Hethington.
Hethington, a 6-8 junior, was ranked by
rivals.com as the 13th best center prospect in
2005. Davis said the transfer from Okaloosa-
Walton Junior College, Fla. may just be able
to step into a starting role right away.

Hethington| has been playing [well| in
practice,” Davis said. “He's really beat out
*[Hudson| in the last week. If he keeps going,
he'll start next Thursday night.”

I'he Blue Raiders will look to use a rotation
of Hethington, Hudson and sophomore for
ward Dino Hair up front.

“Our biggest concern right now is
rebounding the ball,” Davis said. “It’s proba-
bly going to boil down to which of those guys
can rebound the ball”

Other players that are new to the Blue
Raiders are: junior Demetrius Green,
freshman Broderick Gilchrest and fresh-
man Josh Sain.

Gilchrest, a 6-0 guard from Memphis, will
provide MT with some defense off the bench
in his first season.

“|Gilchrest] can be one of our better
defenders,” Davis said. “[He’s] very fast.”

MT was picked to finish third in the SB(
East Division, behind Western Kentucky and
South Alabama who were picked first and
second, respectively.

WKL, the unanimous pick to finish atop the
division, features senior guard/forward

ell has achieved a

s and

a2un

Courtney Lee who averaged 17.4 points, 6.3

rebounds, 2.9 assists and 2.6 steals a game last
year. He will be joined in the backcourt by pre

season second-team All-SBC pick Tyrone
Brazelton, who transferred from Missouri State.

The Blue Raiders will face the Hilltoppers
twice, at WKU on Jan. 2 and at the Murphy
Center on Feb. 16.

On Thursday, MT plaved an exhibition
game against Lincoln Memorial University
The Blue Raiders won 93-68 but were
outscored 42-40 in the second half and were
out-rebounded 47-46 for the game despite
p()\\v\\in_\; taller ;‘I.l\ Crs.

“1 thought we played well the first half]
Kanaskie said. “We moved the ball. We were
very unselfish, but the second half we didn't
play as well.”

Kanaskie t'npxlmi the game with 21 points

v Center|. When you bring
filed teams like Stanford,
vour fans want to come

t might be an upset. It

i something and the fans

to go along with five assists, Yates had 14

points and nine rebounds while Hethington
chipped in 16 points and three rebounds. Of
the three big men that will be looking to
replace Young and Blue, Hethington had the
best game while Hair and Hudson combined
for 13 points and eight rebounds.

Davis said that while his team did pull
out the decisive win, it’s not ready for the
regular season.

‘1 don't really ever think youre ready,
Davis said. “Nobody’s really ready for every
thing. We can sure play in a college game, but
we've got a lot of work to do between now
and Thursday

I'he Blue Raiders will tip oft their scason
on Thursday, Nov. 15 against San Jose St. The
game will take place in the Murphy Center
and is scheduled to begin at 7 p.m. @

n | Statf Photographer

ougnt similar suc

vers want to !‘L’ there.

s mav not realize

¢ competitive in

Tournament just about every year and are in the
top 50 or 60 in RPI and that'’s the type of teams we
want to play. We would not even consider not
playing UTC, or Tennessee Tech and Austin Peay.
We'd like to get it where we are also playing the
University of Memphis. The fact is that those
games are close and they have fan support, and
eventually it would help build our crowd and our
attendance.”

One team that is constantly on the lips of Blue
Raider fans is Vanderbilt University. It seems as
though a game of cat and mouse has ensued
between the schools with Insell never afraid to
express how he feels about the relationship.

“There is talk of us teaming up with Vanderbilt
for a tournament,” Insell said. “The talk between
Chris  [Massaro] and David Williams
[Vanderbilt's vice chancellor for university affairs]
is for possibly one year they could host the tour-
nament and the next year we host it, so if that
takes shape that would be something neat. That
way we might be able to heal up some of the feel-
ings that are there between Vanderbilt and Middle
Tennessee.

“As far as we're concerned, we’ll play anytime,
but they don’t want any part of us. I think they
said they recruit some of the same players we do.
Yes, we do, but when you have two national pro-
file teams in Vanderbilt and Middle Tennessee,
there’s no reason why we don’t play every year at
alternate sites for their fans and our fans to enjoy.”

The future is bright for women’s basketball at
Middle Tennessee. There are deals in place to host
two home games of the Preseason Women’s
National Invitational Tournament in 2008, along
with series against the University of Tennessee,
Louisiana State University, and Alabama, who is
coached by former MT women’s basketball coach,
Stephany Smith. @

ennessee Tech

at mistake to

wise they

NCAA

Kermit Davis:

By Brian Estes

Staff Writer

Experienced youth. For most teams, it's an oxymoron. Most
teams will sit younger players on the bench and deny them the
chance to get experience, but not MT. For the Blue Raiders, expe-
rienced youth could be the key to the season.

Men’s Head Basketball Coach Kermit Davis said his team will
still be one of the youngest in the Sun Belt Conference, but MT has
a number of third year players who have seen significant playing
time. In all, MT returns 73 percent of its scoring, 87 percent of its
assists and 68 percent of its rebounding from last year.

“You hope your team will be a little further ahead of other
teams who aren’t returning as much,” Davis said.

One of the most experienced players is junior point guard
Kevin Kanaskie.

Kanaskie led the team in scoring, assists, and 3-point field
goal last year, a feat that had never been accomplished in pro-
gram history. He also broke the school record for minute$
played in a season with 1184.

“I think he may be more valuable to this team than anyone
else in the conference is to their team,” Davis said. “But I hope
he won't average 38 to 39 minutes. We've got better depth on
the perimeter, so he may play 30 to 32 minutes.”

Kanaskie said he doesn’t think the workload has had much
of an effect.

“I don't think it's harder on me because our practices are hard-
er than our games,” Kanaskie said. “[In practice] we're going hard
for two or three hours, and if we do bad we keep going.”

However, Davis said the player who has made the biggest impact
so far is Uriah Hethington, a transfer from Okaloosa Walton
Junior College. Hethington had originally signed with the Blue
Raiders two years ago before deciding to enroll in junior college.

‘He’s our most athletic front court player,” Davis said. “In our
last three scrimmages, he’s averaged 17 and 18 points a game.”

Sophomore forward Desmond Yates also has the chance to
attract more attention. Yates averaged 10.9 points per game last
year with 19 double digit performances and ranked fifth in the
Sun Belt Conference in field goal percentage.

MT will be looking to make a bigger dent in the conference
standings than it did a year ago. MT tied for fourth in the Sun
Belt’s Eastern Division last year, but advanced all the way to
semifinals of the conference tournament.

“Western Kentucky by far has the most experience back in
the league,” Davis said. “Louisiana Monroe has a ton of expe- ]
rience and athleticism, and I think even North Texas has got a
chance. It's the deepest our league’s been in a long time.”

Davis said Western Kentucky may have the best player in the
Sun Belt in Courtney Lee. The senior averaged 26 points per
game last year and ranks first in Hilltopper history with an
81.4 free throw percentage. He also ranks third all-time for
Western Kentucky with 177 steals and fourth with 176 3-
pointers. Davis also made note of Bo McCalebb, the reigning
Sun Belt Conference player of the year. McCalebb ranked sixth
nationally with 25 points per game in 2006-07.

The nonconference schedule will once again feature trips to
Tennessee and Memphis. Davis said the key to victory against
these teams includes having strong performances from experi-
enced players and taking care of the ball.

“It would be like our football team winning against LSU,”
Davis said. “You have to have the confidence that you aren’t
just there to play but that you're there to compete and win.
And you have to be as physical as they are. It’s a tough task but
we're going to play to win.” @
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Lightning strikes

Volleyball team gets set for confer-
ence tournament in Denver, Colo.

By Clarence Plank
Staff Writer

The mountains of Colorado
are the site of this season finale
of the Sun Belt Conference
Tournament, where the winner
will receive an automatic berth
in the NCAA Tournament.

Eight teams have reached the
finish line and earned their
seeding and are preparing to
play on Nov 15-17.

The Blue Raiders, Denver,
Western Kentucky, = New
Orleans, Florida International,
Arkansas-Little Rock, Arkansas
State and North Texas will be
the teams competing for the
SBC Championship.

No. 1 seed Middle Tennessee
comes into the tournament with a
29-2, 16-1 record and face No. 8
seed Arkansas State 12-18, 8-10 in
the first round of play. They are
the opening teams of the first day
of competition as well.

This is the fifth trip to the SBC
Tourney for the Lady Indians
and the 14th time they have been
in the tourney since they came to
the SBC in 1991. They face a MT
team that has won eight straight
games. The Blue Raiders also
ead the conference in hitting
opponent hitting

ercentage, assists, blocks and
H
KIS

percentage

me these two team
the regular season
Murfreesboro. ASU
for revenge and
Blue

» advance to the

p seeded

¢ st time these

two teams met in the tournament

was back in 2005 with the Blue
Raiders pulling out the win

No. 4 seed UALR 22-8 §-

5 seed FIU. The

Panthers looking t

faces a No
Golden
return to the finals and ‘{"U\\Yi‘li‘l'-

of winning their first conference

championship. FIU beat
[rojans 3-0 during the regular
season. Amy Hatmer of tl

The Blue Raiders enter this weekend
seed. A tournament championship g

earned Detensive Plaver of the
Week honor in helping her tean
reach the 20 wins mark. She leads
the UALR in digs. UALR has won
the conference championship 11
HIL'\
have recently found the niche and

times since joining the SB(

have been working their wav back

into being the dominate torce in

the conterence they used 1o be
No. 2 seed Denver 21-11, 15-3
taces No ced North Texas 12
). Denver s hosting the
nterence tourney this vear and s
ey have
01, The
ol 8S-KX

oo aaads - ¢

Jrnament

New Orleans is one of the three
teams that have beaten the Lady
Hilltoppers. The other teams
were Florida International and
AMiddle Tennessee. WKU comes
into the contest without a share
or a castern division title
I'he semi-tinals on Friday will
see the winners of the first
round n the }li.\:h\' \('&\1\ \\1”'
tace the lower seeds.
Ihe winner of the MT/ASU
s the winner of UALR/FIU
WKU/UNO  winner
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NC AA bid and the possibility of
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NCAA tourney
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Sidelines is also accepting applications for
staff positions in the Spring sen

News editor
Sports editor
Features editor
Exposure editor
Photo editor
Opinions editor
Copy editor
Staff writers
Staff photographers
Design editor
Staff designers

SIDELINES

Editor in Chief

for the Spring semester

Candidates must be currently enrolled
students in good standing.

To apply, complete a Sidelines staff application
(available in COMM 269) and attach aresume,
cover letter and the names and contact
information of three references, and deliver to:

Steven Chappell, Sidelines Director, Box 8
or deliver applications to COMMM 269

Application deadline: 4:30 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 21

Ih-" T ll‘_"l".‘]
ter

To apply, come by COMM 269 and fill out an application
These positions are open until filled




* Sideline: Thursday, November 15, 2007

MT Basketball 2007-08 Schedules

, Nov. 15 San Jose State | Nov. 19 Houston
: Nov. 16 Lipscomb | Nov. 25 Arbona
; Nov. 17 Appalachian State | noy. 28
: Chattanooga
; Nov. 20 Tennessee | pec. 2 Western Caroli
Nov. 23 Tennessee Wesleyan Bec. & ESENF COroums
Nov. 26 Belmont ' Maryland
Dec. 1 Houston | P€¢ 13 Tennessee (SportsSouth)
Dec. 12 ' . Belmont | Dec- 15 Austin Peay
Dec. 15 Memphis - Sun Belt Classic Dec. 19 Florida International
(ESPN2) | Dec. 22 South Alabama
Dec. 18 Florida International | Dec. 28 : LSU
Dec. 22 South Alabama | Dec. 30 Louisville
Dec. 29 Austin Peay | Jan. 3 Western Kentucky
Jan.2 Westemn Kentucky | jan. 6 Diowuar
Jan.5 Denver | ;.. 10 Florida Atlanti
Jan.9 Florida Atlantic | |_ "~/ RS P
Jan. 16 Troy an. Arkansas State
Jan. 19 New Orleans | Jan- 17 Troy
(ESPN) | Jan. 20 New Orleans
Louisiana-Monroe | Jan. 24 Louisiana-Monroe
North Texas | Jan. 26 North Texas
Louisiana-Lafayette | Jan. 30 Louisiana-Lafayette
Arkansas State | Feb. 6 Arkansas-Little Rock
bt Internal:igkg Feb. 9 Florida International
sotith Alabama Feb. 14 South Alabama
Western Kentucky Feb. 17 Western Kentucky
(ESPN) (ESPN Regional)
Feb. 21 Denver | Feb. 21 Denver

Feb.23  Florida Atlantic | Feb. 23 Florida Atlantic

Mar. 1 Troy | Mar. 1 Troy
Mar. 5 Sun B_elt Mar. 5 Sun Belt Championships
Championships (First Round)
(First Round)
Blue Raiders Lady Raid
Men’s Basketball Women'’s Basketball

Sun Belt Championships

University of Southern Alabama — Mobile, Ale;.

Up ‘Til Dawn

Chili Luncheon

Tuesday, Nov. 20th

10:30 - 3:30 in KUC 322
Benefiting St Jude Children’s Hospital

Sign up an Up ‘Til Dawn team in
KUC 326 today! wwnmbsu.edu/~uptidown

Help support MTSU's largest philanthropy!
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