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Sorority sponsoring 
blood drive today 

The women of Alpha 
Omicron Pi will sponsor a 
Wood drive in keathley 
University Center, Room 
322, today from 10 a.m. 
until 4 p.m. 

To be eligible to give 
blood, you must feel well, 
be at least 17 years old, 
weigh at least 110 pounds, 
have not donated blood in 
the past 56 days anil have 
not received notification 
from the Red Cross Blood 
Services requesting that you 
not give. Donors must pro- 
vide acceptable identifica- 
tion, such as a driver's 
license oi a Red ( JOSS 

blood donor card. 

Ceremony to honor 
outstanding students 

The < College of Basic and 
Applied Sciences will honor 
exceptional students within 
the college during an 
awards ceremony April 29. 
The ceremony will be held 
in the Tennessee Room of 
the lames Union Building 
at 3 p.m. 

Health fair targets 
campus minorities 

Representatives from the 
National Bone Marrow 
Donor Program will be 
among the guests at the 
Minority Mini-Health Fair 
April 27 in Keathley 
University Center, Room 
322. Chiropractors will be 
available for spinal screen- 
ings, and a selection of lit- 
erature on diabetes, cancer 
awareness and more will be 
available. 

The fair, from 10 a.m. 
until 3 p.m., is sponsored 
by the Multicultural Affairs 
office. For more informa- 
tion, call 898-2987. 

Tourney to benefit 
speech clinic 

Delta Zeta will be spon- 
sor its annual Turtle Tug 
event tomorrow from 3 
p.m. until 7 p.m. at the 
intramural fields. 

Turtle Tug is a tug-of- 
war tournament played 
over a tub of gelatin. Teams 
can enter in the male, 
female or co-ed divisions. 
Each team can consist of 10 
people or less. 

All money raised will 
benefit the MTSU Speech 
and Hearing Clinic. For 
more information, contact 
Jennifer Badowski at 425- 
8196. 

Sorority to hold 
annual cheer camp 

On Saturday, Alpha 
Delta Pi will host its sec- 
ond-annual children's 
cheerleading camp to bene- 
fit the Ronald McDonald 
House. 

The camp will take place 
at All American Cheer and 
fumbling. Ages 4-12 are 
welcome, and all campers 
will receive a camp T-shirt. 

Registration begins at 
8:30 a.m. and the camp 
ends at 2 p.m. 

Alpha Delta Pi has 
adopted the Ronald 
McDonald House as its 
philanthropy, and all 
money raised from the 
cheer camp will go to 
RMCH. 

For more information, 
e-mail smp2w^mtsu.edu. 
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McPhee court date set for early 2005 
By Kristin Hall 
News Editor 

The trial date for the civil 
suit brought against President 
Sidney McPhee by his former 
assistant, Tammie Allen, is 
scheduled for Feb. 7-11, 2005. 

Besides the president, Allen 
is suing the Tennessee Board of 
Regents, Chancellor Charles 
Manning of the TBR, MTSU 
and the state of Tennessee for 

damages 
incurred by 
the defen- 
dants' actions 
or inactions. 

According 
to the lawsuit 
filed Feb. 13, 
Allen suffered McPhee 

"severe emo- 
tional distress, mental anguish, 
indignation,   wounded   pride, 
shame and despair," as a result 

of the TBR's "incomplete and 
biased investigation" into her 
sexual harassment complaint 
against McPhee. 

She is also suing for past and 
future medical expenses. 

Sumner County Chancellor 
Tom E. Gray will be hearing the 
trial in February. 

McPhee, in a 12-page 
response filed by his attorney 
Barbara Moss April 16, denied 
all of Allen's allegations against 

him. 
One of Allen's complaints 

against the defendants was that 
she was subjected to adverse 
employment action, including 
reductions in her job responsi- 
bilities. 

In a statement of undisputed 
material facts, the defendants 
stated that Allen did not "iden- 
tify any supervisory conduct by 
Dr. McPhee that resulted in a 
tangible job detriment such as 
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Former Vice President Al Gore urges community members Monday to take an active role in improving and 
defending the environment. Gore's Seigenthaler lecture kicked off Earthweek, held this week on campus. 

Gore says world community 
must stop abusing Earth 
By Will Fanguy 
Staff Writer 

Former Vice President Al Gore 
pushed Monday for urgent action by cit- 
izens concerned about the ailing status 
of the environment. 

Gore's lecture, titled "Civic 
Engagement, The Environment and the 
Responsibility of the Media," was spon- 
sored by the Seigenthaler Chair of 
Excellence in First Amendment Studies, 
kicked off Earthweek on campus. 

Gore addressed the issues surround- 
ing the pollution of the planet, the dam- 
age being done to the ozone surrounding 
Earth and what the world community 
can do to reverse the harmful trends he 
said will cause problems in the future. 

People used to think that "the Earth is 

so big, and we're so small, we can't possi- 
bly have an impact," Gore said. "While 
that used to be so, it no longer is." 

Gore explained that the atmosphere 
helps to warm and insulate Earth. He 
showed a graph of carbon dioxide levels 
within the atmosphere during the past 
100 years, and noted a steady increase in 
the levels. He said the increase helps 
explain why global warming is occur- 
ring, and why it continues to have an 
adverse effect on the environment. 

Gore then showed pictures of glaciers 
that have melted as a result of global 
warming. He said the melting glaciers 
are evidence into the human race's dev- 
astating habits, and the government's 
lack of legislation to prevent it. 

"Glaciers don't give a damn about 
politics," he said. 

Gore said humans' current pattern of 
activity has produced carbon dioxide 
levels at twice the all-time high, and that 
the 10 hottest years on record have 
occurred during the past 13 years. 

"We are engaged in a reckless global 
experiment to see how much damage we 
can do," he said emphatically. 

A drastic change in weather patterns 
has caused irreversible damage in the 
world's population, economy, and envi- 
ronment, he said. He cited examples: A 
heat wave that struck Europe last year 
killed 15,000 people; the American West 
is in its sixth consecutive year of a 
drought; and the cost of damages and 
losses due to weather have skyrocketed. 

Gore said damage to the polar ice 

See Gore, 2 

discharge, demotion, denial of a 
promotion or an undesirable 
reassignment with significantly 
different responsibilities." 

Allen is currently working in 
the Office of Development and 
University Relations. 

Gray would not answer any 
questions about the pending 
trial, and Allen's attorney, 
Steven Sager, did not respond to 
a request for an interview. ♦ 

Squads 
rank 
8th, 15th 
in nation 
By Meagan Kirby 
Staff Writer 

Two MTSU cheerleading 
squads finished ahead of more 
than 150 other teams at a recent 
national competition. 

The co-ed cheerleading team 
finished eighth, while the all- 
girls team came in 15th place. 

The squads recently traveled 
to Daytona Beach, Fla., to com- 
pete in the National Cheerlead- 
ers Association Chick-Fil-A 
Collegiate National Champion- 
ship. 

Altogether there were 183 
teams at the competition. It was 
MTSU's second time at the 
competition. 

Team director Jonathan 
Pursely said he is pleased with 
both teams' performances. 

"It was a very exciting com- 
petition," Pursely said. "To make 
finals at this competition was 
our No. 1 goal after cheering at 
events here at MTSU. I could 
not have been prouder of the 
teams. It was aWfesome to see 
them perform how they did." 

Greg Shannon and Tammy 
Poole were the team captains 
for the co-ed teams, and 
Jennifer Baxter was the captain 
for the all-girls team. 

Both teams have been prac- 
ticing about three to five times a 
week since lanuary, and cheering 
at different events on campus. 

Shannon said he felt that 
MTSU's teams had not had a 
chance to prove themselves 
before, and this year they did 
that by not only getting into 
finals, but into the top 10. 

"I feel the team did an excel- 
lent job," Shannon said. "We 
went in as the underdogs at NCA 
and showed for the first time 
what MTSU could do. Everyone 
worked hard and it paid off." 

The teams are done with 
competitions for this season, 
but tryouts for next year's squad 
will be held April 30-May 2. 

Anyone interested can con- 
tact Pursely at 898-8907. ♦ 

Alpha Chi Omega takes top honors at All-Sing 
Staff Reports 

More than 1,600 items and $2,000 
were donated for charity during All- 
Sing, held Thursday night in Murphy 
Center. 

Seven sororities and fraternities par- 
ticipated in the event, which benefited 
the Rutherford County Domestic 
Violence Shelter. 

Alpha Tau Omega took first place in 
the male category, singing a capella ver- 
sions of classic rock songs. 

Alpha Chi Omega won first-place 
honors in the female category for their 
Wizard of Oz-inspired performance. 

The sorority also was named overall 
winner as a result of a combination of 
their performance score and points for 
items donated. Members of the group 

donated more than 600 items to charity. 
Delta Zeta took home second-place 

honors in the female category for their 
performance of Disney-themed songs. 

Photo provided by Jessica Reeves 

The women of Delta Zeta per- 
form Disney-themed selections 

Thursday night during All-Sing, an 

annual event held to benefit the 

Rutherford County Domestic 
Violence Shelter. Several campus 

groups participated in the event. 

Each participating organization was 
asked to bring non-perishable items to 
donate to the shelter. 

In addition to the winning organiza- 
tions, participants included Alpha Delta 
Pi, Alpha Omicron Pi, Chi Omega and 
Zeta Tau Alpha. 

Tau Omicron is the annual sponsor of 
All-Sing. ♦ 
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Awards luncheon 
at noon Saturday 

The President s 
Celebration of Excellence 
luncheon will be held 
Saturday at noon in the 
Tennessee Room of the 
James Union Building. 
Eighteen awards will be 
presented to 20 people 
from across the university. 
Alumni, faculty, students, 
athletes and benefactors 
will be among those recog- 
nized at the event. 
Reservations are required, 
and the deadline to sign up 
was Monday. Call 898-5002 
for more information. 

Urban challenge 
open to 200 teams 

The Verizon Wireless 
Urban Challenge On 
Campus will kick off on 
MTSU's campus at 3 p.m. 
Tuesday. The challenge pits 
200 teams together for 90 
minutes. Each team must 
decipher a series of clues to 
lead them to checkpoints 
throughout the campus. 
The first team that correctly 
photographs itself at the 
most checkpoints within 90 
minutes wins $500. Verizon 
will provide camera phones 
for the event. 

Registration for the 
event begins at 1:30 p.m. on 
the day of the race. The 
competition is free and 
open to the first 200 teams 
of students who register 
with a valid student ID. 
Both teammates must be 
currently enrolled at 
MTSU. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.urbanchal- 
lenge.com/oncampus. 

Conference's focus 
will be life's myths 

The Mythic Journeys 
Conference, a three-day 
event bringing more than 
100 artists, authors and 
scholars together, will 
address the issue of myths 
in contemporary life. The 
event will be held June 3-6 
in Atlanta, Ga., at the 
Atlanta Hyatt Regency 
Hotel. 

For more information, 
brochures are available in 
the English department 
office in Peck Hall, Room 
302, or visit the Web site at 
www.mythicjourneys.org. 

Habitat interest 
meeting scheduled 

A short informational 
meeting will be held tomor- 
row at 5 p.m. for anyone 
interested in participating 
in Habitat for Humanity. 
The meeting will be held in 
Bragg Mass Communi- 
cation Building, Room 104. 
A few representatives from 
the Rutherford County 
Habitat Chapter will be 
present to discuss informa- 
tion about volunteer 
opportunities over the 
summer and other Habitat- 
related issues. Refreshments 
will be available. Those 
attend who would like to 
receive more information, 
e-mail tap2m@mtsu.edu. 

Nashville official 
to talk terrorism 

Richard Byrd, director of 
the Nashville mayor's office 
of emergency and manage- 
ment, will present a lecture 
and discussion Friday from 
1:30 p.m. until 2:30 p.m. in 
the Business and Aerospace 
Building, Room SI 18. 

Byrd will address home- 
land security in metropoli- 
tan Nashville and Davidson 
County. The event is free 
and open to the public, and 
is sponsored by the depart- 
ment of political science. For 
more information, contact 
Sekou Franklin at 904-8232. 

Lecture's focus 
to be bioterrorism 

Thomas May, from 
Medical College of 
Wisconsin, will present a 
lecture titled "The War on 
Bioterrorism" April 30 as 
part of the philosophy 
department's Applied 
Philosophy Lyceum. The 
lecture will be held at 3:30 
p.m. in the James Union 
Building, Room304. ♦ 
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Gore: Former vice president says current trends could create catastrophe 
Continued from 

caps could drastically alter the 
Earth's climate. He said the 
trapping of solar heat due to 
greenhouse gases will not only 
cause ice to melt directly from 
the heat, but that it also causes 
ocean water to heat up, causing 
expansion and putting pressure 
on the ice caps, which in turn 

makes them melt faster. 
He recounted a recent report 

by the Environmental Protection 
Agency, in which the govern- 
ment told the EPA to remove a 
statement about global warming 
and its effect on the world. Gore 
said this was comparable to 
tobacco companies paying off 
scientists to research tobacco 
products and prove falsely that 

cigarettes are not harmful. 
Gore said companies such as 

ExxonMobil are trying to 
silence arguments that global 
warming is a problem. He said 

they insist - erroneously - that 
the world is such a big place, it 
can handle anything man 
throws at it. 

"If we continue, this trend 

will create the worst catastrophe 
known to our species," he said. ♦ 

Matthew Adair contributed 
to this story. 

COMPUTER GAMING 
Miirfivvsboro IA\ Parti 
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$Attention College StudentS 
Summit Professional Development Inc. 

A nationally known sales training company 
is seeking appointment setters. 

Split-shifts avail. M-F 9am-lpm or lpm-5pm. 
Full-time for summer also avil. 

$11.00 per hour + commission. 
Must be a motivated, high energy individual 

with excellent computer skills and a professional phone voice. 

CALL (615)627^2464  

PEOPLE DON'T ROAST 
MARSHMALL0WS 
OVER HEAT VENTS. 
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issues of Sidelines 
left this semester. 
[So if you're sitting on stories you need 
to submit for class, get a move on!) 
—slnews@mtsu.edu— 

'Sidelines' is hirin 
for summer and 

We need ... 
• Opinions editor 
• Flash editor 
• Copy editors 
• Online editor 
• Staff writers 
• Staff photographers 
• Advertising reps 

Apply in JUB 310 
or call 898-2337 for more information 
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Incumbents dominate municipal elections 
By Jason Cox 
State and Local News Editor 

Incumbents virtually ran the 
table in Murfrcesboro's city 
council and city school board 
elections yesterday. 

The big winner in the city 
council race was Ron 
Washington, who received 21.8 
percent of the vote with a total 
of 2,928. 

"Everything turned out 
excellent," Washington said, cit- 
ing the involvement of several 
MTSU Greek organizations in 
the election. 

"It was you students that 
came out and helped us at the 
polls  today," he  said.  "They 

made it 
more fun - 
energetic 
young peo- 
ple willing 
to partici- 
pate. It's 
always a 
good thing 
to see. 

Washington 

"We worked on that, we had 
some young men working 
behind the scenes, and we are 
trying to get them interested in 
public service because I don't 
see a lot of young African- 
American males in particular, 
but we are working to bring 
some guv-, around, see if they 
want to participate." 

Washington said he planned 
to focus on a salary plan for city 
employees and broaden the rev- 
enue base to avoid 

Vice-Mayor Chris Bratcher 
and Toby Gilley also won re- 
election, receiving 18.4 percent 
and 19.6 percent, respectively. 

Gilley said that he plans to 
"continue to work on the 
Gateway project, (and) we've 
got several road projects that 
need to be completed, make 
sure that the city employee's pay 
plan is implemented, and we 
start on the budget next 
month." 

In the city school board race, 
two MTSU faculty members - 
incumbent Ion Nuell and new- 

comer Patrick McCarthy - won 
their races. McCarthy got  19 

percent of the vote, while Nuell 
raked in 17.2 percent. 

Electioneering 

Photo by Micah Miller  | Staff Photographer 

Adaryll White, Robert Smith and Terryl Williams stand in front of Reeves Rogers Elementary School to try to help their candidates by 
doing some last-minute campaigning to those coming to vote in last night's election. 

Photo by Stew Cross |  Chief Photographer 

Roger Hailey and Toby 
Gilley celebrate Gilley's re- 
election to the 
Murfreesboro City 
Council. Gilley has served 
since 2000 and is an 
MTSU graduate. 

"It's an honor to serve," Nuell 
said. "It's always an honor to be 
recognized by the public and 
have an opportunity to serve." 

Nuell said he wanted to work 
more on programs for at-risk 
children at an early age. 

"We want to make sure they 

See Election, 4 

Woman 
runs cars 
off road 
By David Paulson 
Staff Writer 

• A woman with a warrant 
for trafficking methampheta- 
mine in Kentucky was arrested 
Thursday morning after report- 
edly running five vehicles off 
the road and falling asleep at a 
stop light at Samsonite and 
South Church Street. 

Police stopped Tina Marlin, 
31, on Church Street. A back- 
ground check revealed the 
Kentucky warrant and a 
revoked driver's license. She 
was arrested and transported to 
the Sheriff's Department. 
According to reports, Marlin 
told police that she had "snort- 
ed lots of cocaine" the previous 
evening. 

• A Murfreesboro woman 
led police on a foot chase across 
several busy streets, including 
Old Fort Parkway, after she was 
detained by an officer for forg- 
ing a prescription Sunday 
night. 

Lisa West, 23, was attempt- 
ing to pick up the prescription 
at a Walgreen's store at Old Fort 
Parkway and Cason Lane. 
Police arrived on the scene after 
being called by the store. Police 
reported that West was unco- 
operative and did not have any 

See Crime, 4 

Bill would lower 
workers' benefits 
Associated Press 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) - 
Gov. Phil Bredesen's plan to 
make the state workers' com- 
pensation system less costly to 
businesses would reduce bene- 
fits for injured workers, some- 
thing he says is necessary to 
ensure they still have workplaces. 

"It's about trying to make 
sure that we remain competitive 
in our state and that we do not 
lose jobs to surrounding states 
because our workers' comp 
costs are out of line," the gover- 
nor told reporters Tuesday as 
his bill was being presented to 
lawmakers. 

Labor Commissioner Jim 
Neeley told the Senate 
Commerce Committee the 13- 
point plan will reduce insur- 
ance premiums over time and 
that there will be other cost sav- 
ings. 

Bredesen said businesses will 
save an estimated $30 million to 
$35 million annually, but his 

staff said they're not yet com- 
fortable with the numbers 
they've been crunching. 

The most controversial 
aspect of the legislation is a 
reduction of the "multiplier," 
which determines how much 
money a worker who returns to 
the job at the same or greater 
pay level receives in workers' 
comp benefits. 

Currently, a judge is allowed 
to increase a doctor's determi- 
nation of impairment by up to 
2.5 times. Bredesen's bill would 
reduce that to 1.5 times, which 
the governor says would bring 
Tennessee more in line with 
neighboring states. 

The bill does increase benefits 
for higher-paid workers who 
now can make no more than 1(H) 
percent of the state's weekly wage 
($618) while recovering from 
on-the-job injuries. The bill 
would raise that cap to 105 per- 
cent in fiscal 2005 and 110 per- 
cent in subsequent years. ♦ 

College Democrats active in elections 
By Nona Kempton 
Staff Writer 

Tennessee College 
Democrats plan to take an 
active role in election cam- 
paigns at the national, state and 
local levels this year, according 
to student leaders. 

"College Democrats are 
going to be involved in every 
Democratic race on Tennessee 
ballots this November," said |oe 
Rayzor, president of the 
Tennessee Federation of College 
Democrats and a student at the 
University of Tennessee- 
Knoxville. "We will be doing 
every type of volunteer work 
that you can possibly imagine." 

MTSU College Democrats 
president-elect, sophomore 
Christy Holden, also serves as 
the secretary for the TFDC. 

According to Rayzor, the 
TFCD was instrumental in 
expanding the College 
Democrats organizations to 
almost 20 campuses at private 
and public colleges across the 
state. The individual chapters, 
Rayzor said, would be active in 

local, state and federal races, 
including the presidential cam- 
paign. 

Holden said that the local 
chapter lias been busy this 
month conducting a door-to- 
door campaign for Democratic 
candidates tor the 
Murfreesboro city council. 

Rayzor said that College 
Democrat chapters across the 
State would be manning phone 
banks, conducting voter regis- 
tration and helping students 
obtain absentee ballots if need- 
ed. 

Currently, he said that sever 
al chapters, including MTSU, 
are manning phone banks to 
drum up support for the 
Tennessee Democratic Party 
lackson Day fundraiser, to be 
held May I at the Hermitage in 
Nashville. 

Ticket price for the event, 
which includes a reception and 
dinner hosted by Cos. Phil 
Bredesen, is $500 per person tor 
both the reception and dinner 
or $125 per person for dinner 
only. 

"All chapters will be active in 

fund-raising and campaigning 
this fall," Rayzor said. "We will 
be working across the state, 
phone banking and doing what- 
ever is necessary." 

Holden, who will be working 
as a page at the Democratic 
National Convention this luly 
in Boston, said that the MTSU 
chapter is trying to raise money 
to send representatives to the 
national College Democrats 
convention, which is also being 
held in Boston at the same time 
as the national convention. 

"We have never had a|n| 
MTSU student go to the nation- 
al [College Democrats] conven- 
tion," Holden said, "and we 
want to raise money to send as 
main people as possible." 

She said that the local chap- 
ter has many fund-raising 
events scheduled, including a 
bake sale this Thursday in front 
of the Keathlcy University 
Center. 

Holden said that after the 
national convention, MTSU 
College Democrats plan to 
actively campaign for John 
Kerry and local Democrats and 

to help register voters. 
"We want to get young peo- 

ple registered and involved," 
Holden said. 

Rayzor said that many of the 
TFCD members attended a 
conference in Nashville last 
November to receive campaign 
training and learn effective 
political communication. 

Campaign staffers represent- 
ing Bredesen and other 
Tennessee Democrats, as well as 
national campaign workers for 
John Kerry and John Edwards, 
facilitated the conference, 
Rayzor said. 

"College students see the 
issues this state is facing," 
Rayzor said in an issued state- 
ment. "We're taking those issues 
to the polls this November to 
continue moving forward with 
the Bredesen agenda so that 
partisan roadblocks can be 
eliminated." 

The MTSU College 
Democrats meet every 
Thursday at 5 p.m. on the sec- 
ond floor of Peck Hall. ♦ 

More than 5,000 anticipated at second Gay Day Dollywood 
By Melissa Bowman 
Asst. State and Local Editor 

The second annual Gay Day 
Dollywood is approaching, and partic- 
ipation is expected to more than dou- 
ble from last year's numbers, according 
to the event's executive director Ryan 
Salyer. 

The even* is May 22 from 9 a.m. to 
8 p.m., and admission to the park is 
$42.50. 

"At the event | last year) we had a 
total of 1,300 people," he said. "We did- 
n't have any problem with Dollywood 
that day." 

Salyer added that the event, which is 
not affiliated with or sponsored by the 
park, really raised Dollywood's atten- 
dance, so it was beneficial to the park. 
This year's numbers are expected to 
reach 5,000. 

"Our primary goals are to enhance 
awareness, foster understanding 
through education and encourage a 
sense of unity and celebration both 
within and outside of the GLBT [gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, transgendercd| com- 
munity," Salyer said. 

The event began last year as the end 
of the East Tennessee Pride Festival in 
Knoxville. This year, though, the event 

is independent. 
"Last year. Gay Day Dollywood was 

affiliated with East Tennessee Pride," he 
said, "and when East Tennessee Pride 
died last year because of financial 
[problems] ... it became its own 
organization." 

Salyer is optimistic about the event's 
impact on Tennessee's gay community. 

"People had tried to have pride here 
for the last two years," he said. "They 
just haven't gone over well, so I guess 
we are trying to ... see what we can do 
to put on pride up here. 

"I just felt like we needed to have 
more GLBT participation," Salyer con- 

tinued. "They have [events| in 
Kentucky and Ohio; we should have 
something here in Tennessee." 

The event is not limited to 
Tennesseans, however. Salyer said there 
are groups coming from Kentucky. 
Texas, Florida and New York. 

Participants are asked to wear red 
shirts to the park that day for greater 
visibility. 

"One of the reasons red was chosen 
as the color to wear was because every- 
one in the GLBT community arc being 
urged to run out in force at the theme 
park," Salyer said. "The idea is just to 
have fun, to stand up and be counted." 

Events will be planned throughout 
the day. 

Salyer hopes the event will grow in 
the future. 

"We are still entirely a word-of- 
mouth event," he said. "We have a few 
sponsors, and next year we plan to do 
more public advertising ... [and] to 
add other events during the weekend." 

He also hopes to have T-shirts 
printed for next year's event. 

Anyone wanting to participate in 
this year's event should visit www.gay- 
daydw.com for more information. ♦ 
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Safety Department 
cited for failure 
to perform checks 
By Matt Gouras 
Associated Press Writer 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) - 
The state Department of Safety 
has done a poor job tracking 
school bus safety checks, updat- 
ing driver records and making 
sure driver's licenses examiners 
are qualified, auditors said 
Tuesday. 

The audit of the Safety 
Department found a number of 
deficiencies - including prob- 
lems with handgun checks that 
could result in people receiving 
a permit without proper train- 
ing. 

State law requires the agency 
to check school buses every 
year, with more than 8,000 in 
the state eligible for inspection. 
But without a good system in 
place, companies running 
school buses might get away 
with such tricks as rolling back 
odometers, auditors with the 
Comptroller of the Treasury's 
office said. 

The agency has already taken 
steps in a number of areas to 
address the deficiencies, includ- 
ing improved computer sys- 
tems, Department of Safety 
spokeswoman Beth Denton 
said. 

In some cases the agency 
doesn't have enough people to 
meet the various time con- 
straints required by the state, 
she said, such as processing 
titles in 30 days and handgun 
permits in 90 days. 

"A lot of it depends on fund- 
ing and the available personnel 
resources," Denton said. "We 
will certainly do everything we 
can to improve. We are maxi- 
mizing our resources as much 
as we can internally." 

The agency runs a number 
of departments, including the 

Election: 
wins big in 
Continued from 3 

have every opportunity to suc- 
ceed," he said. 

He also said meeting the 
city's growth needs was going to 
be a large goal for the board 
during the next four years. 

Also earning spots on the 
school board were Susan 
Andrews and Nancy Phillips. 
Phillips was the big winner, 
earning nearly a quarter of the 
total vote. Andrews was right 
behind with just under 24 per- 
cent. 

"I'm excited. I'm truly, truly 
grateful for all the people who 
voted for me," Phillips said. 

She stressed the importance 
of young people, college stu- 

Tennessee Highway Patrol, 
licensing and the law enforce- 
ment academy. 

Some audit findings dealt 
with poor customer service, 
such as a noting that the agency 
doesn't ensure handgun per- 
mits are issued within 90 days 
as required by state law. The 
auditors also said the agency 
doesn't verify good service at 
driver's license stations, or 
make sure staff time is allocated 
during busy times. 

Other findings included 
problems with keeping track of 
violations by commercial driv- 
ers, major backlogs in process- 
ing vehicle titles, or posting 
accidents to driver records. 

In the case of commercial 
driving records, auditors 
blamed the courts, which took 
anywhere from six days to 439 
days to submit the information. 

The agency, which is sup- 
posed to verify that people 
applying for a handgun permit 
have indeed received training 
required by law, doesn't verify 
classes have been taken, the 
audit showed. 

"Failure to verify that each 
individual applying tor a hand- 
gun carry permit has success- 
fully completed a course with 
an approved handgun safety 
school may potentially result in 
individuals falsely claiming to 
have successful]) completed an 
approved handgun safety 
course through a fake certifi- 
cate," auditors wrote. 

Another problem was found 
in the Highway Patrol, which 
needs to do a better job of allo- 
cating patrol officers, the audit 
stated. Simply relying on the 
judgment of senior officers to 
set patrol schedules isn't effec- 
tive, it showed. ♦ 

Phillips 
schools 
dents and recent college gradu- 
ates getting involved in the elec- 
toral process by voting and 
working on campaigns. 

"I recommend everyone get 
involved," she said. 

Other candidates for the city 
council were Henry Huddleston 
(14,2 percent), Carroll Uselton 
(13.8 percent), Tim Davis (7.8 
percent) and Hugh Jones (4.4 
percent). 

Also running for the school 
board was Michael Sager, who 
got about 15 percent of the 
vote. 

For full election results, visit 
www. rutherfordcounty.org. All 
results are uncertified until they 
are approved by the election 
commission.♦ 

Tennessee Weather - Wednesday's Highs 
From the Associated Press 
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Powerball begins in Tennessee at $90 million 
By Colin Fly 
Associated Press Writer 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) - 
After the first day of sales, 
Tennessee Lottery officials are 
feeling lucky about their timing 
for joining the multistate 
Powerball game. 

Powerball tickets went on 
sale in Tennessee for the first 
time Monday, and by 5 p.m. 
CDT about $500,000 in ticket 
sales had been recorded, said 
lottery CEO and president 
Rebecca Paul. 

The estimated jackpot for 
Wednesday night's drawing was 
expected to climb to at least $90 
million. 

"People wanted the opportu- 
nity to participate in a national 
event and win big dollars. This 
week somebody has a chance to 
win $90 million," said state Sen. 
Steve Cohen, who led the effort 
to change the state constitution 
to allow the lottery. 

"Nobody's got a real good 
chance   because   earlier   this 

morning I bought the winning 
ticket," he said. 

Cohen, a Memphis 
Democrat, bought five tickets 
earlier in the day and one at an 
opening ceremony Monday. He 
picked numbers to correspond 
with the stars of the Memphis 
Grizzlies, who are in the NBA 
playoffs this week. 

Tennessee joins 25 other 
states, Washington, D.C., and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands in the 
nation's largest multistate lot- 
tery game. The highest jackpot 
ever for the game was $314.9 
million. 

"I played (Powerball) in 
Michigan when I bought tick- 
ets," said Chris Marsh, who was 
pumping gas at a Nashville con- 
venience store. "The jackpot 
then was way up there, like $200 
million." 

Marsh, who said he's spent as 
much as $15 at a time playing 
Tennessee Lottery scratchoff 
games, said he would play again 
if jackpots were around $100 
million  and  may  play other 

Crime: Store manager 
chases theft suspects 
Continued from 3 

made, West fled on foot across 
Cason Lane and Old Fort 
Parkway and was eventually 
caught at the BP gas station on 
John Rice Boulevard. 

West was charged with pre- 
scription fraud, evading arrest 
and reckless endangerment. 

• Two people were arrested 
for the theft of several DVDs 
from Hollywood Video on 
Northfield Boulevard after the 

store's manager followed the 
suspects' vehicle and contacted 
authorities. Manager Jeff 
Bokesch chased the suspects' 
green Dodge truck in his own 
vehicle, and police were able to 
stop the suspects on Lytle 
Street. 

John Jones, 39, and Susan 
Holt, 35, were arrested and 
charged with theft. Bokesch told 
police that both were responsi- 
ble for the thefts. ♦ 

Feeling confused 
about your future? 

Let Sidelines help. 

Experience working for your college newspaper 
helps reduce the likelihood that you'll ever 
have to utter these words after graduation: 

• Do you want fries with that? 
• Paper or plastic? 
• Sorry, officer, I don't know what I did wrong. 
• Geez, mom, I'll clean my room tomorrow. 
• Oh no, I dropped my soap! 
•Yes,you can send it back to the chef if it's in the 
temperature danger zone. 
• This mop smells like cat food. 
• Hi, I'm Candy Sparkles. I'll be your stripper today. 

Career tip No. I: Don't be this guy. 

Do something to improve your future today! Apply for a staff writer, photographer, illustrator or ad 
rep position today! Applications are available in JUB 310, or call 898-2337 for more information. 

games more now that the state 
offers Powerball. 

"I used to play a lot when the 
lottery first came here, mainly 
on Fridays because it was pay- 
day," he said. 

Mark Young, a Florida native 
who lives in Nashville, said he 
didn't like the first games intro- 
duced by the Tennessee Lottery, 
but would be more inclined to 
play Powerball when the jack- 
pots get large. 

"Here the games rolled out 
very slowly and started with the 
stupid scratchoff games," he 
said. "In Florida, they had a 
great jackpot. It doubled nearly 
every week." 

Tennessee offers 19 
scratchoff games and one ping- 
pong-ball-style drawing. While 
those have been successful, the 
top prizes range from $500 to 
$1 million. 

For a $1 Powerball ticket, 
players choose five numbers 
from 1 to 53, plus a sixth num- 
ber from 1 to 42. 

The minimum jackpot is $10 

million, which grows each week    » 
until there is a winner. Overall 
odds of hitting the jackpot are 
one in more than 120 million. 

Numbers are drawn on 
Wednesday and Saturday 
nights. 

Tennessee Lottery CEO 
Rebecca Paul said nearly $64 
million had been raised toward 
the $88 million goal for the first 
year of the lottery scholarship 
program with three months to 
go in the fiscal year. The money 
will pay for an estimated 65,000 
students who expected to attend 
Tennessee colleges and universi- 
ties this fall on the scholarship. 

Powerball is expected to gen- 
erate another $100 million a 
year - $30 million for the schol- 
arship program. 

The state's Powerball slogan 
is "Just Imagine," and that's 
something people could easily 
do with $90 million. 

"I'm not hung up on homes 
and cars," Young said. "I'd just 
travel - a lot." ♦ t 
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Get your message out to the 
MTSU community by using 

Sidelines advertising. 
We offer competitive rates for 
both local and national adver- 
tisers, and we offer discounts 

for on-campus advertisers. 

You can either provide your 
own ad or we can build it for 
you. We offer color or black 

and white space, 
at a variety of sizes. 

Call (615) 898-5240 
or 

e-mail sladmgr@mtsu.edu 
for advertising information. 
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From the Editorial Board 
Dollywood takes step 
in allowing Gay Day 

The second annual Gay Day at Dollywood 
themepark is scheduled to take place May 22 
from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Although the Pigeon huge, Tenn., located 
themepark does not endorse or support the 
event, simply allowing the event to he held is a 
big step in the right direction for gay rights. 

Even though some public officials, like 
Rutherford County Commisoner Mike Sparks, 
assert that Tennessee and its residents are 
adamantly against even the smallest step 
toward progress in equality lor homosexuals, 

it's nice to see that someone is willing to open 
their gates to the gay community. 

As you may recall. Sparks pushed the com- 
mission to pass a resolution encouraging state 
legislators io define marriage as being between 
a man and a woman, instead of broadening to 
definition to include same-sex couples. 

We can deduce that because of his stance on 
the issue. Sparks won't he taking a ro.nl trip 
this May 22, nor will he he donning the red 

attire requested by organizers in support ot the 
event. 

Other theme parks have hosted successful 
Gay l>.i\ events, the most prominent being 

Walt Disney World. 
And just as most ot those celebrations have 

been met with criticism, we can he sure 

Dollywood will as well. 
While not everyone can afford the trek to 

Orlanda, I la., we do hope that Tennesseans are 
willing to travel a tew hours to Dollywood in 
their brightest red to support the event. 

Dollywood has done a great deal in the 
struggle tor i;.i\ rights In allowing the event to 
take place on their premises. 

By showing that Tennessee is not afraid to 
extend open arms to its gay citizens and host 
such events, we're showing that we're more 
open-minded than many who only believe in a 
stereotype. 

This is one small step tor gay rights and one 
giant leap tor a small North Eastern town in 
Tennessee and the state as a whole. 

Keep it up Miss Parton; you're on a roll. ♦ 

Iraq marks return to imperialism 

From the Opinions Editor 

Multistate Powerball 
comes to Tennessee 

On Monday, dreams 
ot wanting to get rich 
quick came true as 
Tennessee residents 
could buy Powerball 
tickets in state tor the 
first time. 

With a jackpot of S90 
million, eager 
Tennesseans purchased 
their chance to win big. 

Nevermind the odds 
ot actually winning are 
less than miniscule. 
When money is 
involved, rationality 
generally goes out the 
window. 

However, with the 
perpetual budget crisis 
our state seems to con- 
stantly be in, it's proba- 
bly a good thing that so 
many people are willing 
to drop a couple bucks 
at the Mapco to get a 
ticket or two or eight. 

The six-number tick- 
et is a guaranteed comb' 
lifestyle, if you're lucky- 
enough to get all six 
numbers right and in 
the correct order. 

Powerball is great, 
but I'd rather save my 
money and take my 
chances on something a 
little more likely. 

I'm waiting for casi- 
nos to make their way 
into our state. 

It's been my experi- 
ence - albeit brief - that 
in order to win big one 
must bet big. 

Spending a few dol- 
lars on lottery tickets 
doesn't really involve 
much risk. What's the 
point in gambling if 
there's not much gam- 
bling involved? 

At least I've got a bet- 
ter chance of getting 
blackjack at a casino 
than of winning the $90 
million Powerball. And 
if all else fails, at a casino 
1 can usually build up 
enough to at least break 
even, but that's not as 
likely with the lottery. 

If playing Powerball 
satisfies most residents' 
gambling needs, then 
we've come a long way. 

However, now that 
Tennessee has shown 
that gambling is not 
such a sinful endeavor 
after all, maybe legisla- 
tors will be willing to go 
a step turthcr and start 
planning on building a 
few casinos in various 
cities in the state. 

In the meantime, I 
guess we'll have to settle 
for dropping those tew 
bucks and hoping to 
walk away with $90 mil- 
lion. ♦ 

A lot of people have been look- 
ing at similarities between the I'.S. 
invasion of Iraq and the I'.S. inva- 
sion of Vietnam. These two acts ot 
imperialism do have several paral- 
lels, but I haven't heard anyone dis- 
cuss the most significant similarity. 

The parallels that some have 
been discussing are important. The 
most common of these is the deaths 
of U.S. soldiers. This issue is raised 
so often because it's the only thing a 
lot of Americans care about. More 
than 700 I'.S. troops have been 
killed in the Iraq war so tar. We were 
in Vietnam for six years before even 
300 I'.S. soldiers died. It seems Iraq 
is shaping up to be worse than 
Vietnam for the I'.S. military. 

Another parallel is the massive 
killing of civilians. This isn't dis- 
cussed very often, because most 
Americans don't care about the 
people of other countries, especially 
if those people aren't white. In both 
Iraq and Vietnam, the number ot 
dead U.S. soldiers pales in compari- 
son to the number ot dead civilians 
of the country we invaded. 

Then there's I lie issue ot  never 

Human, All Too Human 

Eric Blevins 

StaffColumnist 

knowing how many civilians the 
U.S. military killed. We don't count 
their dead because we don't care 
about them and because it makes us 
look bad. Estimates of dead Iraqi 
civilians so far range between 8,000 
and 11,000. Estimates of dead 
Vietnamese from the Vietnam war 
run into the millions. 

Of course in both cases, the U.S. 
government vastly overstated the 
threat ot some evil force. .In 
Vietnam, it was Communism. In 
Iraq, it was terrorism. Neither of 
these countries has ever posed any 
real threat to the safety of the 
United States. 

The most significant similarity 
between Iraq and Vietnam, howev- 
er, is that the United States is ouec 
again   engaging in  open  acts  of 

imperialism. This stopped after 
Vietnam because there was so 
much public opposition to the war 
when it had been going on for years. 

After that happened, the U.S. 
government just started bypassing 
public opinion. There have been 
many acts of imperialism and 
regime change since we invaded 
South Vietnam and installed a pup- 
pet government to fight North 
Vietnam, but the public has been 
out of the loop for the most part. 
Many such actions happened in 
Central American countries in the 
1980s and 1990s. The U.S. govern- 
ment and military were always as 
secretive as possible about these 
wars. 

This was a significant change, 
because before Vietnam, the U.S. 
government could pretty much do 
whatever it wanted, and public sup- 
port was automatic. Vietnam 
opened the eyes of many people, 
and the government has not been as 
open about its imperialism since. 

This probably has resulted in a 
much lower civilian death rate in 
countries we attack. Because the 

government doesn't want to draw 
public attention to their military 
actions, they cannot allow massive 
military buildups. 

What they usually try to do is get 
others to do their dirty work. Ry hir- 
ing mercenaries, such as the radical 
Islamic fundamentalists in 
Afghanistan in the 1970s and 1980s, 
and training other militaries, such as 
the Indonesian military that invad- 
ed East Timor, they don't draw as 
much attention to themselves. 

Unfortunately, Sept. 11, 2001, 
made the government think it 
could return to open imperialism, 
and this is what's going on in 
Afghanistan and Iraq right now. 
There was much public opposition, 
but the government has ultimately- 
been successful. The consequences 
of such a change in policy arc obvi- 
ous: an increase in unjust killing of 
civilians and unnecessary sacrific- 
ing of soldiers. ♦ 

Eric Blevins is a senior recording 
industry major and can be reached 
via e-mail at 
ericblev@hotinail.com. 

Until we meet again 
Albert Einstein was 

once asked near the end ol 
his life it he had any words 
ot advice to impart. He 
simply replied, "I ife is 
short; you should emov it.' 

\s this semester is com- 
ing to a close, and we're all 
running around frantically 
trying to finish those last 
assignments before the 
summer break, be sure that 
you don't let n stress you 
out and ruin your life. 

School is important, 
and receiving good grades 
has its merits as well, but 
it's not everything in life. 

Also, this is a sort ot 

tarewell to all of you out 
there that have continued 
to read my column over 
the past couple ol years. 
I'm afraid I won't he back 
in the fall. 

Never tear, there haven't 
been any plots or schemes 
to get rid of your humble 
columnist here. I'm only 
going to partake in some ol 
Einstein's advice myself. 

I was recently presented 
with the opportunity to 
stalk big-game through the 
Alaskan tundra with my 
father this fall, and it's a 
chance I'm not going to 
miss. I think I debated 
whether or not to miss the 
upcoming semester for 
about two minutes. It may 
mean   that   I'll   graduate 

Cosmo's Corner 

later, but Til live 
When I return, M TSl 

will still be here, and I can 
continue     my     passage 
through the university sys 
tern. But. I also will have 
furthered   my   life  know] 
edge. 

This is something you 
hardly gel .it all in a class 
room:   sometimes   it   can 
teach you more than you'll 
ever learn in am J.iss. 

During m\ two years 
here. I've met a lot ot peo- 
ple who could benefit from 
some ot life's varied and 
more difficult lessons. 
Sometimes 1 feel that col- 
leges produce a lot of 
smart dumb people: peo- 
ple who have a lot ot class 
time but no real grasp or 
experience of the real 
world. 

But I don't want to go 
ott m a tirade: I'd like to 
keep this one short and 
sweet. 

Ion otten in our li\cs 
we lose locus on what's 
really important: things 
like  spending  time   with 

family and friends or get- 
ting out and really enjoy- 
ing and experiencing life. 
We get caught up in school 
or work, and pretty soon, 
that's what we become. 

School is important, 
and we need to work and 
be productive, but when 
these things start to run 
our lives, are we really liv- 
ing anymore? 

You'll make it through 
the semester; whether you 
get thejfcrade you want 
dependsTon a lot of differ- 
ent     circumstances.     It 
you're willing, you'll always 

be able to work and make 

money. 
The saddest thing you 

can have in life is regrets. If 
there are. things you want 
to do hut don't til into 
your schedule, guess what? 
I ile doesn't follow sched- 
ules. 

Have goals, and work 
hard to achieve them. 
Spend as much time as you 
can with the ones you love, 
because you never know 
when they'll be gone. 
Don'l be afraid of taking a 
chance. Fight for what you 
believe in, and don't let 
your life pass you by. ♦ 

Jeremy, Coseo is a sopho- 
more journalism major and 
can be readied via e-mail at 
jdc3g@mtsu.edu. 

Letter to the Editor 
Faculty Senate: Let students CLEP out of classes 
To the editor: 

So the elitist Faculty Senate wishes to change (I IP testing. That is all it is: elit- 
ism. 

I graduated in 2002 with a 3.493 grade point average, and I'm currently in the 
masters program for public administration at Tennessee Mate University. 

I took the biology Cl EP test after studying the prep hook tor six months. I never 
studied longer than one hour lor any other test. I made a 55 .ui<.\ barely passed. In 
comparison, I made an 1100 on the (IRE. That particular Cl EP test is very hard. 

I now have a son with an ): in biology who has returned to school alter a tew 
years out. That E occurred during a period of extreme personal stress tor him. 

Why doesn't the Senate concern themselves with quality of life issues around the 
campus for the students and alumni? 

I bet that the majority could not pass a CLEP test on a subject the) already have 
made an A in for showing up. 

Stay out of Academic affairs, and leave them tor the people in charge to decide. 
I doubt there's a wave ot people passing that way. 

I say again, most ot those trying to pass to get rid of a bad grade have to study 
for that test harder than any other they've ever taken. Is that not good enough for 
the elite Senate' 

Stick to your honors college course, and leave the little guy who has to work for 
a way to get through college alone. 

Rodney Crumpton 
Murfreesboro, TN 
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MT's budget cuts 
more than its share 
of state's burden 

Dear Reps. Donna 
Rowland, John Hood, 
and Kent Coleman; 
Sens. Larry Trail and 
BUI Ketron; and Gov. 
Phil Bredesen: 

I am writing to you 
in two capacities: 1) as a 
concerned citizen and 
2) as an employee of 
MTSU. 

My concern is this: A 
document, distributed 
to the MTSU Faculty 
Senate on March 8, 
2004, showing the 
Tennessee Higher 
Education Commission 
Comparison of Fiscal 
Year 2004-05 THEC 
Recommendations to 
the Governor's FY 
2004-05 Budget, clearly 
shows that among all 
the four-year TBR 
institutions, MTSU will 
receive the lowest per- 
centage of funding of 
the THEC formula. 

According to the 
chart, if the formula 
were fully funded, 
MTSU would receive 
$111,159,300. 

However, according 
to the governor's 04-05 
budget, MTSU will 
receive only 
$80,426,100-or 72.4 
percent of trie THEC 
FY 2004-05 formula 
calculation. 

This percentage is 
1.5 percent less than the 
next lowest TBR four- 
year institution, the 
University of Memphis 
at 73.9 percent, and is a 
full 13.2 percent less 
than Tennessee State 
University's percentage 
of the formula funded, 
which is a whopping 
85.6 percent. 

The average for the 
four-year TBR schools 
is 75.9 percent funding 
- or 3.5 percent more 
than what MTSU will 
receive. Translated into 
dollars, that 3.5 percent 
funding would raise 
MTSU's 04-05 budget 
to $84,369,908, or an 
increase of $3.9million. 

Why will MTSU - 
the fastest-growing and 
largest public under- 
graduate institution in 
the state - receive only 
72.4 percent of what 
THEC says we ought to 
receive when the other 
TBR institutions will 
receive 74.3 percent 
(Austin Peay State 
University), 76.3 per- 
cent (East Tennessee 
State University), 85.6 
percent (TSU), 75.9 
percent (Tennessee 
Technological 
University) and 73.9 
percent (Memphis)? In 
other words, what has 

MTSU done or not 
done to merit this shab- 
by treatment by the 
state government? 

Moreover, the chart 
shows that even among 
all the TBR institutions 
- both two-year and 
four-year institutions - 
only two schools will 
receive a lower percent- 
age of funding than 
MTSU. That is, of all 
the TBR institutions in 
the state, MTSU is third 
from the bottom in 
terms of percentage 
funded of the THEC 
formula. Again, why? 

When one takes the 
University of Tennessee 
schools into account, 
we see that MTSU once 
again gets short- 
changed. 

The lowest percent- 
age funded for a UT 
school is 74.7 percent 
(UT-Martin), which is 
still 2.3 percent more 
than the percentage 
funded for MTSU. 

Even the technology 
centers receive an aver- 
age 72.8 percent fund- 
ing (0.4 percent more 
than MTSU) of the for- 
mula. 

Why does MTSU - 
the largest undergradu- 
ate institution in the 
state with some of the 
toughest admissions 
standards among the 
public universities - 
receive the lowest per- 
centage funded of the 
THEC funding formula 
compared to all the 
other four-year (and 
nearly all the two-year) 
institutions in the state? 
This is grossly unfair. 

With the exception 
of Gov. Bredesen, each 
of you is a representa- 
tive or senator from an 
area highly impacted by 
MTSU and with many 
constituents who work 
at or attend MTSU. 

I am calling upon 
you to remedy this situ- 
ation, to defend 
MTSU's interests in the 
public arena and to use 
your influence to make 
sure that MTSU 
receives a more equi- 
table portion of state 
funding. 

Respectfully yours, 
Ted Sherman 
Professor 
English Department 

This message does 
not reflect the opinions, 
ideas, or views of 
MTSU, the Department 
of English at MTSU or 
any person other than 
the writer. ♦ 
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Student 
interns with 
governor 
By DeAnnaWithrow 
Staff Writer 

It pays to have a good 
interview, even if you don't 
get the job. Danecia (ones, a 
public relations major, 
learned just how true this can 
be when she received a call 
from Ciov. Phil Bredesen's 
office. 

"I never applied for the 
internship," (ones says. So 
when her roommate told her 
that someone had called 
from the governor's office. 
she was just hoping she was- 
n't in trouble with the state. 

As it turned out, a PR firm 
she had recently interviewed 
with, McNeely Pigott & Fox, 
was impressed with her 
resume. They had already 
filled the internship position 
she was applying for so they 
passed her resume on to the 
governor's Deputy Press 
Secretary, Rachael Lassiter. 

Jones was asked to come 
in for an interview, and ulti- 
mately to >ign on .is an 
intern. 

Because she's working for 
the deputy press secretary 
and director of communica- 
tions for the state of 
Tennessee, Jones says she 
doesn't care if it is non-paid. 

"It's worth it, just to have 
it on my resume.but it's also 
been good experience," she 
says. 

"They really work you," 
Jones adds. "I've written 
media advisories, helped to 
facilitate press conferences 
and I've even helped plan a 
large-scale event for the First 
Lady." 

Jones is calling this intern- 
ship a success - and she 
should know. This is the 
fourth internship she's had. 

"I've also interned with 
two radio stations and a 
record label," she says. 

Each of which, Jones says, 
has helped her in their own 
way. 

"One radio station I only 
worked at for a month," she 
says. "I just couldn't take it. I 
was doing nothing. I don't 
even include it on my 
resume." 

The difference between 
those internships and the one 
at the governor's office is 
that, at the radio stations and 
record label, she learned 
mostly by observing. 

"I've done a lot of grunt 
work," Jones says. 

"The first thing I asked 
when I interviewed with the 
governor's office," she says, 
"was 'Will there be opportu- 
nities for me to write, will 
there be opportunities for me 
to participate in pitch calls 
and will I be involved in cre- 
ating materials for the 
office?'" 

Jones recommends find- 
ing out what you will be 
doing up front. 

"If you're going to be 
answering the phones and 
staring at the walls, I don't 
think it's worth your time," 
she says. 

Her experiences have defi- 
nitely helped in preparing 
her for finding a real job. She 
says she's learned to pay 
attention to the small things. 

"One company I recently 
interviewed with, I couldn't 
find much information on 
beforehand," she says. "Then 
once I got there, even though 
it looked OK, it just didn't 
feel right." 

Despite how rewarding 
her internship with the gov- 
ernor has been, Jones says 
she's also learned that she 
probably won't make her 
career in politics. 

"It's really fast paced and 
they work 14 hours a day 
sometimes," Jones explains. 

In planning the State of 
the State Address, Jones says 

See Danecia, 7 
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Pholo provided by Danecia Jones 

Danecia Jones shares her public relations skills with 
Tennessee Governor Phil Bredesen's office as an intern. 
Jones' impeccable interviewing skills landed her a covet- 
ed position that she hadn't applied for initially. 

By DeAnnaWithrow 
Staff Writer 

Finding the right internship 
can sometimes be .is hard as 
knowing what to do with it 
once you've got it. 

How do you find the right 
internship? 

The first things you have to 
work out is what field you want 
to work in, does ii matter il the 
internship is paid or non paid 
and will it be for academic cred- 
it, Karen Austin, directoi ol the 
(Career * enter, advises. 

rhere are man) paid intern- 
ships out there, but you've got 
to be ahead ol the game to make 
sine you gel one. 

Paul internships are more 
competitive and it helps to be 
aware of what is out there and 
what will be coming in the 
future. 

One way to do that, Austin 
suggests, is to register with the 
Career (enter. Registered stu- 
dents who are candidates for an 
internship are notified by e- 
mail immediately. The < enter 
can tell interested students what 
an internship is about and how 
to apply. 

If a student is not registered 
with the Career Center, intern- 
ships are posted throughout the 
office and on their Web site, but 
there won't be the advantage of 
being the first to hear about it. 

Non-paid    internships   are 
becoming more and more pop 
ular, Austin says. 

"There are good, legitimate, 
experiential learning opportu- 
nities that are unpaid." she 
points out. "I would encourage 
students not to be turned off) 
just because an internship does 
n't pay - especially il the organi 
zation is non-profit." 

Companies   offering   non 
paid  internships are generally 
more flexible with hours as well, 

she say.s. They know you will 
probably have to be working 
somewhere else and are less 
demanding of your time. 

Some students may want to 
consider setting up their own 
internship if there is a company 
they know they want to work 
for. 

"Many students don't think 
about that, but it's certainly an 
option," Austin says. 

Austin also suggests that 
avoiding the wrong kind of 
internships can be as simple as 
trusting your gut. 

"You don't have to be a soci- 
ology major to fed the tension 
m the air as you walk into an 
office,'' she says. "Sometimes it's 
a good sign it you sense that the 
people that work there like 
being there.'' 

I toes it matter if you do the 
internship during the summer, 
fall or spring!' 

1 'he summer is often better 
just because there are so many 
more internships available, 
Austin says. 

It ...in also be better because, 
for main companies, the sum- 
mer tends to be a slower season. 
(Companies often save projects 
for the summer which interns 
can help with, and they may 
also have more opportunities to 
spend quality time with interns. 

For most internships, Austin 
s.i\ s there's no way to be certain 
that you will learn more or less, 
depending on what time of year 
to do it. 

"With the exception of 
accounting, which is a horse of 
a different color when it comes 
to seasons." she says. 

How should you prepare for 
,m internship interview? 

Students should first know 
that   internship   interviews are 

See Internship, 7 

ernfhip 

^> Register with the 
Career Center. You will 
be notified by e-mail as 
soon as an internship in 
your field of choice 
becomes available. 

^ Apply early. 

^4. Keep an open mind 
- many unpaid intern- 
ships offer valuable 
experience as well as 
flexible hours. 

^ Consider doing a 
summer internship. 
There are often more 
options available, which 
might make the search 
easier. 

% Trust your gut 
Don't take an intern- 
ship if you have a bad 
feeling about it. 

% When you go to an 
interview, communicate 
both skills you have and 
skills you want to 
acquire. 

Local band capitalizes on 'Homegrown' image 
Music group influenced 
by upbringing on farm 
By Brittany Gearheart 
Staff Writer 

Throughout the humble hills 
of Tennessee, music resonates to 
young musicians and they can 
only convey to others what it is 
they have always known - beau- 
ty and a tune. 

There is a community in 
Summertown, Tenn., that glows 
in shadows of nature and basks 
in the sunlight of peace, good, 
brotherhood and a little band 
known    as    T.H.B I he 
Homegrown Hand. 

For many that have never 
heard of them, I'm sure the 
question that comes to mind is 
"What is happen' homegrown 
style?' 

On the harm, six guys were 
raised and influenced by each 
other creating a natural harmo- 
ny and a funky back beat that 
tells us these kids started play- 
ing at an early age. 

I.enny Cramer, vocals and 
guitar, and Glenn Rohrbach, 
vocals and bass, started jam- 
ming together at age eight. Not 
only did their age help in the 
growth of the musical talent 

that is still being developed, liv- 
ing on the Farm allowed them 
to play at their own will for as 
long as they saw lit. 

Other members ol the hand 
include: Mike Cramer - the 
brother of Lenny Cramer - on 
drums, Ryan Clark, vocals and 
trombone, I.ouey Kachinsky, 
vocals and trumpet and Mattias 
Santana, percussion. 

The band has performed at a 
few of the local bars in 
Murfreesboro, and they put o'n 
quite a show. 

Not many bands bring a 
horn section that has a James 
Brown appeal. 

Though I wouldn't say all of 
their music pertains to a specif- 
ic genre, they know how to get 
down and dirty with . limited 
resources and variety of dance- 
your-ass-off tunes. 

looking at their iconic influ- 
ences of the Red Hot Chili 
Peppers, Parliament Funkadelic, 
the Toasters and Fishbone, there 
isn't a question on where their 
stage show antics are derived 
from. 

On their album, T.H.B Live 
(one of many that they avidly 

Photo provided by The Homegrown Band 

Up and coming The Homegrown Band is from the small town of Summertown,Tenn. 

hand out at their performances) 
the song "Kickin' It Naturally," 
written by Glenn, provides lis- 
teners with a touch of the 
home-grown simplicity. 

However, this band   proves 
that simplicity itself does not 

exclude the ability to have a 
good time and keep it real. 

The Homegrown Band will 
be performing at the upcoming 
Unity Festival on the Farm April 
16-18. 

To find out more informa- 

tion    on    the    festival    visit 
www.unityworx.com. 

For more info on the band 
visit their Web site at 
www.homegrown@minister.com 
or you can reach them at (931) 
%4-4143> 
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Internship: Career Center assists with the hunt 
Continued from 6 

different from job interviews, 
Austin says. 

'At a job interview, they are 
buying the package that is you," 
she says. "They want to know 
what skills you bring to their 
company and how you are 
going to contribute." 

That's still true in an inter- 
view for an internship, she 
explains, but employers know 
that the reason you're there as a 
student is because you're look- 
ing for experiential learning. 
They know that you're planning 
to get something from them as 
well. 

During an internship inter- 
view, students should commu- 
nicate any skills they already 
possess, and also the skills they 
want to learn while they're 
there, Austin says. 

She recommends having a 
checklist of skills that you 
intend to acquire by the end of 
the internship. 

Discuss the list with the 
employer during the interview, 
as well as what opportunities 
will be provided for you to 
acquire those skills. 

What makes a successful 
internship? 

"You shouldn't be the lack 
ey," Austin suggests. "It's known 
that an intern is going to do 
some grunt work, but you 
shouldn't be at the copying 
machine the whole time." 

It's OK to make copies of a 
presentation it you were 
involved in the planning stages 
and   were  apart   of putting   it 

together, she says. 
"Students need to be respon- 

sible," Austin advises. "They 
shouldn't just assume that these 
generous people are going to 
take them under their wing and 
teach them." 

She reiterates how important 
it is to go over a list of goals 
with the employer during the 
interview. 

"An internship is successful 
if you can go through your list 
and see that you are meeting 
your goals," she says. 

Another way to determine 
success is to look for moments 
in which you were able to apply 
things you learned in class. 

It may also be a success, she 
says, if there are moments when 
you learn that those things 
don't apply. 

"The important thing is that 
you've learned when to or not 
to apply theories you may have 
been taught in class, she says. 

In some cases, there may 
actually be a tangible product 
that you helped create, such as 
proposals, presentations. 
brochures, etc. 

"These are always good to 
have in a portfolio," she says. 
Then, not only can you say you 
had an internship, but you also 
have something to show for it." 

What should you do it you're 
not satisfied with the way an 
internship is going? 

"Always be prdessional and 
try not to burn any bridges 
Austin adds. "Not just because 
it's the right thing, but because, 
it this is the industry you might 
want to work in one day, people 

in   industries   talk  with   each 
other." 

People you see at one com- 
pany may show up at another 
company you may someday try 
to work for, she says. 

If you're in an internship for 
academic credit, you should 
talk with the professor that's 
overseeing your credit. 

Austin advises that after a 
month to six weeks, if things 
aren't turning out like they were 
planned during the interview, 
you should consider possibly 
withdrawing or your professor 
may be willing to contact the 
company and discuss the issues 
directly. 

How does the Career Center 
help you find internships? 

In addition to helping stu- 
dents find internships, the 
Career Center can also help 
with writing cover letters, 
resumes, plans for approach 
and much more. 

The Career Outer cannot 
give credit lot internships. 

That    must    be    arranged 
through the academic depart 
ment. 

"We can, however, otter 
guidance to students going 
through the credit process, says 
Austin. 

"There are many professors 
who are familiar with particular 
internships already," she says. 
"The Career (enter has estab- 
lished relationships with main 
such professors, and they can 
often refer students to those 
professors. This sometimes 
helps the credit process run 
more smoothly, she says.# 

(Deafr £mily. 
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Danecia: Good interview skills pay off 
Continued from 6 

there was a lot of weekend 
work. She can put the hours in 
now, but it's not something she 
wants to do one day when she 
has a family. 

As for getting to see the gov- 
ernor, lones says it's common 
for him to walk through - and if 
she looks busy, he may come 
over to see what she's doing. 

"He has a really funny sense 
of humor," she says. 

Overall, lones says her 
internship with the governor 
has been rewarding and she 
highly recommends it to anyone 
who is interested. 

"I've told quite a few people 
about it,' she sa\ s.'especially 
people in the communications 
department." 

"Internships with the gover- 
nor are well advertised in 
departments like political sci- 
ence, but you don't usually hear 
about   them   in  other depart- 

ments, like mass communica- 
tions," she says. 

In addition to helping her 
get her current position as an 
intern, McNeely, Pigott, & Fox is 
also helping (ones find a lull 
time position by giving her 
advice and helping her to make 
contacts with people at other 
firms. 

They didn't give her a job, 
but the interview was well 
worth what they have given her, 
(ones says.^ 

I 'car Emily, 
feJH    ^F / /hire a big problem and 
^J ^T I'd appreciate any help you 

eati give inc. 

My   roommate   and   I 
don't get along anymore. 

fWe used to be best friends 
and now we can't stand 
each other! It seems like 
we're always iirguing with 
each other and I feel so frus- 
trated with her. 

She eats my food, bor- 
rows my stuff and doesn't 
pick up her messes. She 
doesn't pay me her half of 
the rent on time, so I always 
have to hound her for it and 

then I feel like the bad guy. 
She's a slob and always leaves her dishes 

instead q) washing them, so I end up having to 
do them. I pay all the bills and do all the clean- 
ing and she never even seems to appreciate it. 

This is driving me nuts! Should I tell her I 
want to move out? HELP! 

Thanks, 
Taken Advantage Of 

Dear Taken Advantage Of, 
I know how stressful the roommate situa- 

tion can he. I've seen several friendships fall 
apart after living together. 

There's a reason they say not to move in 
with your best friend: once you see your friend 
all the time, you eventually see their other 
sides, and then bad moods, and their annoying 
quirks. 

But it's not a hopeless situation as long as 
there can be change. 

First, you have to stop letting yourself be 
taken advantage of. It sounds like you're doing 
all the work stop. Don't maka yourself a vic- 
tim. 

roommate know how you feel 
about ail this? It not, you should tell her. She 
probabl) doesn't know how much it all both- 
ers you, and she can't know if vou don't tell 
lie. 

In a non-confrontational way, let her know 
th.it you appreciate her friendship and you 

want to make things work, but that you are 
having problems with some of the responsibil- 
ities of being roommates. 

One thing you will need to do is to stop 
babying your roommate. If you always wash 
her dishes and clean her messes for her, why 
would she want to start cleaning it up herself? 
She knows if she leaves it long enough, you'll 
take care of it. In the words of my psychology 
professor, you're reinforcing negative behavior. 

About borrowing your stuff is it that she 
borrows it without asking? Is it really impor- 
tant to you? I agree that she should have 
enough respect to ask permission to borrow 
something. But then again, maybe she doesn't 
know it really bothers you that much. 

Another thing: how did you get stuck with 
the responsibility of paying all the bills? My 
guess is that you took it on yourself. Next time, 
ask her if she'd mind paying. 

Break the habit of you always paying. 
Someone has to get it done and if you don't do 
all the work, she'll have to pick up the slack. 

Now for the deeper problem of not liking 
each other anymore. 

There's a reason you started out as best 
friends. Make a list of the things you like about 
each other, and try to dwell on the positive 
qualities. Everyone has irritating habits or 
quirks. Trust me, there are also things that 
annoy her about you. 

Friendship is an eye-opener. You learn 
more than you ever thought you'd want to 
know about each other, and if you're true 
friends, you love each other despite your indi- 
vidual flaws. 

Try to have some quality hangout time with 
each other. 

Do something you would have done before 
you moved in together. Break away from the 
monotony of your apartment and go to your 
favorite restaurant or club. Be goofy together 
and just try to enjoy each other's company. 

But know when to allow each other some 
space to have their own life. Respect each 
other's privacy and don't try to do everything 
together. 

Keep separate hobbies or activities for the 
times when you need to get away from the 
constant togetherness and cultivate your own 
interests.♦ 
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MT Baseball 
Next Game Wednesday 
vs. Austin Peay 
First pitch at 7:00 p.m. SPORTS 

MT Softball 
Next Game Thursday 

vs. Birmingham Southern 

First pitch at 5:00 p.m. 
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North Texas green with envy after MT wins 
By Matthew Adair 
Assistant Sports Editor 

Middle Tennessee hit the right notes 
against North Texas over the weekend, win- 
ning three of four games in their second 
Sun Belt Conference series of the season. 

At first, however, the Lady Raiders 
seemed to be going sour. 

North Texas took an early lead in Game 
1 when Mean Green center fielder Kelei 
Walker ran for home on a fly ball by 
Heather Bostic, her first of two sacrifice flies 
in that game. 

The Mean Greens offense seemed to be 
on a roll. MT was only able to score two 
runs, both coming in the third inning on 
unearned runs by Muriel Ledbetter and 
Katie Tompkins. North Texas also added 
two runs in that inning, however, as well as 
lour more in the fourth to clinch the game 
7-2. 

The Lady Raiders began to regroup in 
Game 2, starting with a solo home run in 
the top ot the sixth by Angie Hucbner, 
breaking a scoreless game and putting MT 
up 1 -0. Tompkins followed up by firing the 

ball into centerfield for a double, coming in 
to score on singles by Ledbetter and 
Brittany Herald. 

MT pitcher Crystal Bobo denied North 
Texas any hope of a last-minute rally in the 
seventh, popping out Susan Waters and 
Brittany Chapman and evading Monica 
Garcia's swings to seal up the shutout for 
the Lady Raiders 2-0. 

Game 2 marked Bobo's second save for 
the season. Freshman pitcher Ashley 
Frizzell earned the win in that game, play- 
ing 5 1/3 innings to earn her first career 
shutout. 

Sunday's doublcheader showed the Lady 
Raiders at their offensive finest, firing off 27 
runs to sweep the final two games of the 
series, including a grand slam by Tompkins 
in the fourth inning of Game 3. 

MT scored 12 runs in that inning, torc- 
ing the game to be called in the filth due to 
the run rule. Melissa Wciland also earned 
two homers in that game, improving her 
total to four home runs for the season. 

North Texas jumped to an early lead in 
that game, as Katy Maxey and Stephanie 
Cranmer scored for the Mean Green off of 

a single by Mandy Hacker. 
Herald, however, held North Texas 

scoreless for the remainder of the game, 
playing all five innings and striking out 
three to earn the win in game three. 
Herald's record for the season improved to 
3-1. 

MT narrowly missed winning a second 
shutout against the Mean Green in the final 
game of the series. Waters launched a 
homerun over the center field wall off of a 
pitch by Bobo, earning North Texas its only 
run of the game. 

Offensively, the Lady Raiders seemed 
almost unstoppable. Cortney Mitchell 
earned her 10th home run of the season as 
she brought Tompkins and herself over the 
plate to score MT an early 2-0 lead. 
Mitchell's blast broke the team record on 
most home runs in a season. 

The Lady Raiders cemented their lead, 
scoring five runs on three hits. Herald dou- 
bled to bring home Mitchell and Tompkins, 
while Michelle Wilkt s came in on a single 
by Huebncr. Davis wrapped up the scoring 

See Tompkins. 10 

Blue Raiders hold on this time 
MT evens 
conference 
record 
with win 
By Jared Hastings 
Staff Writer 

Middle Tennessee rescued 
itselt from falling on its face 
with a 6-4 victory over 
Arkansas State Sunday. 

After two previous ninth 
inning meltdowns by the 
Middle Tennessee bullpen it 
would have been easy for Blue 
Raider fans to get nervous late 
in Sunday's game against 
Arkansas State. 

The Indians (18-19, 3-9 Sun 
Belt Conference) touched Blue 
Raider relievers for a grand 
slam in the top of the ninth 
Friday and a three-run blast in 
the ninth before the MT (23- 
13, 6-6) comeback win 
Saturday. 

Eric Blevins helped restore 
MT's defense, as the junior 
came on in relief of starter B.J. 
Church to go four innings, giv- 
ing up just two hits and striking 
out four to earn the win as the 
Blue Raiders beat the Indians 
6-4 to earn the series victory. 

Church pitched five strong 
innings in earning the no-deci- 
sion, but after giving up a lead- 
off double to ASU shortstop 
Mike Sirriani in the top of the 
sixth, Blue Raider head coach 
Steve Peterson lifted Church in 
favor of Blevins with MT cling- 
ing to a 4-3 lead. 

Church managed to get 
third baseman Chris Rich to 
ground out to third, but Blue 
Raider third baseman Brett 
Carroll's throw was low to first, 

See ASU. 10 

Photo by Steve Cross  | Chief Photographer 

MT catcher Michael McKenry slides into second in the Blue Raiders' 6-4 win Sunday. 

Credit Brown for Grizzlies' success 
Sports commentary 

Jon Leffew 
Staff Columnist 

Hubert Jude Brown is a magician. 
No, he doesn't have a cape, doesn't float 

in mid-air and doesn't do birthday parties. 
But this season. Brown pulled off a feat that 
makes David Copperfield's work look triv- 
ial. 

In just his second year at the helm as 
head coach for the Memphis Grizzlies, 
Hubie, as he is better known, has led his 
team to the Western Conference playoffs, 
silencing critics and turning heads along 
the way. 

Brown, who is a leading candidate for 
the NBA's Coach of the Year award, led his 
team to a 50-32 record during the regular 
season, good enough for a No. 6 seed in the 
playoffs. Even more impressive than the 
team's record and Brown's resurgence as 

coach is the way that this 70-year-old man 
has meshed with his young players. 

Despite the fact that Brown is decades 
older than his youngest players, his inser- 
tion at the helm has been a smooth transi- 
tion. Early on, he installed his unorthodox 
coaching style (no player averaged more 
than Pau Gasol's 31.5 minutes per game in 
the regular season) that ultimately led to 
fresh legs during late game situations, a 
group of happy players and several key vic- 
tories. 

Perhaps Brown's most amazing feat has 
been the way he has handled point guard 
Jason Williams. 

Williams, who was nicknamed White 
Chocolate during his rookie year with the 
Kings, was seen as a player with a lot of flash 
and very little leadership abilities and matu- 
rity. 

However, Brown has done what no other 
coach in the NBA could or wanted to do. 
Brown somehow managed to find a happy 
medium between the good things Williams 
can do (nearly a 4:1 assist to turnover ratio) 
and the creativity that has made him one of 
the NBA's most popular young players. 

In addition to Williams, several other 
players have found their niches in 
Memphis, Tenn., including Bonzi Wells, 

who spent three years in Portland but never 
got past the ")ail-Bla/er" nickname 
bestowed upon the franchise. In his time 
with the Grizzlies since Brown and general 
manager lerry West acquired him. Wells has 
contributed key minutes, established good 
rapport with fans and teammates and even 
dropped 16 points in the franchise's first 
playoff game against the San Antonio 
Spurs. 

Brown's group of players has no real 
superstar, though Gasol led the team during 
the regular season in several categories (7.7 
rebounds per game, 1.69 blocks per game, 
17.7 points per game). 

Along with Gasol, James Posey (13.7 
points per game), Wells (12.3), Mike Miller 
(11.1) and Williams (10.9) have all averaged 
double figures in points this season, while 
11 players average more than 10 minutes 
per game. 

Even with the Grizzlies' franchise-best 
season, the Spurs are favored in their open- 
ing round series and have won the first two 
games easily in San Antonio, Texas, 98-74 in 
Game 1 and 87-70 Monday night. 

As most critics have discovered this sea- 
son, however, it's way too early to count out 
this group of talented young players and 
their wonder-working coach. ♦ 

die Photo 
MT catcher Leah Grothause safely scores in the Lady 
Raiders' two-game sweep of Cumberland Feb. 29. 

Baseball squad 
faces Austin Peay 
tonight at home 
By Jonathan Hutton 
Staff Writer 

The Middle Tennessee base- 
ball squad ends their six-game 
homestand tonight against for- 
mer Ohio Valley Conference 
rival Austin Peay. 

TheBhu Raiders (23-13,6-6 
Sun Bell Conference) will look 
to head to South Alabama this 
weekend with some momen- 
tum on their side. 

\1M' (22-11,9-3 OVC) has 
the best record in their confer- 
ence ,uui has Mime key players 
whom the Blue Raiders will 
have to watch. 

Third baseman I a reel Walker, 
who has started every game for 
the Governors, bats .372 with a 
.377 slugging percentage and 
leads the team with 29 runs bat- 
ted in. 

APSU senior pitcher left 
Mault (7-2) earned OVC 
Pitcher of the Week honors in 
his play against Southeast 
Missouri State this past week- 
end. Mault earned the Game 1 
win of the doubleheader 
Saturday and then worked relief 
in Game 2 the same day, hold- 
ing SF.MO to one run after they 
had scored six runs beforehand. 

In the teams' last meet ins; 
April 7, MT won the game 7-6 
by scoring two runs in the top 
of the ninth to take the lead. 
MT second baseman Eric 
McNamee was once again a key 
factor for the Blue Raiders, h.iv 
ing two RBI's in the game. 

McNamee, the leadoff hitter 
for MT, still leads the team in 
batting average, batting .386 
with a .506 SLG. Shane Kemp 

leads the Blue Raider lineup 
with nine homeruns and 31 
RBI's. First baseman Derek 
Phillips has come on strong as 
of late, batting .360, and third 
baseman Brett Carroll has 
seemed to always find a key hit 
for MT, leading the team in 
slugging percentage at .578. 

Pitching has been solid for 
the Blue Raiders. |ohn 
Williams, Chris Mobley and 
Steve Kline can all give quality 
performances any given trip to 
the mound. 

Williams (4-3i, who has 
started in all of his appearances 
this season, leads the team with 
a 2.93 earned run average, 
allowing 18 earned runs on the 
year. 

Mobley (5-3), who has also 
started in all of his appearances 
and has the most wins ot any 
pitcher on the Blue Raider ros- 
ter, leads MT with 75 strikeouts 
on the year and is right behind 
Williams with a 3.05 ERA. 

Kline (2-2) has pitched 38 
innings for MT this year, allow- 
ing 17 earned runs and a 4.03 
ERA. 

On the year, MT pitching 
has struck out 352 opposing 
batters MM\ has a combined 
3.66 ERA. 

With ,i solid performance 
from the mound and timely 
hitting from the Blue Raider 
offense, MT can add one to the 
win column as they hit the road 
for a five-game road swing. 

The first pitch against APSU 
is scheduled lor today at 7 p.m. 
at Reese Smith Field. ♦ 
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Jeff Kasser delivers in the Blue Raiders' 3-0 victory over 
Tennessee Tech March 30. Kasser picked up the win. 
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Preds lose to Wings in playoffs but win at home with fans 
Sports commentary 

Matthew Adair 

Assistant Sports Editor 

They shoot... they score? 
*       Well, almost. 

The Nashville Predators proved this 
year that it's never too late to keep a 
promise, slipping their way into the 
NHL playoffs only to lose 4-2 to 
Detroit in the first round of post-sea- 
son play. 

Regardless of the 2-0 loss to the Red 
Wings in Game 6 Saturday, Nashville 
proved that if its team can produce, 
they will come. Fans filled every last 
seat of the Gaylord Entertainment 
Center in all of the Preds' home playoff 
games, with the final game blowing 
away all previous attendance records 
with a crowd of 17,239 people trying to 
fit into an over-capacity GEC. 

"I'm very proud of what we've 
done," Predators captain Greg Johnson 
told www.nashvillepredators.com after 
the game. "We started the year with the 
lowest payroll in the league, and we 
totally redid our defense." 

"Hats off to the players in this room 
and to the organization. This was a 
good accomplishment for us," Johnson 
added. 

It all comes down to the fact that 
Nashville did this year what they 
should have been doing for the past 
half-decade: playing aggressively. The 
Predators broke previous team records 
in season wins (38), home wins (22), 
goals (216), power-play goals (72) and 
short-handed goals (14), proving that 
when they put forth the effort, 
Nashville can run with the rest of the 
league. 

One need not look further than 
Nashville's mind-blowing 9-4 win over 
the Pittsburgh Penguins March 4, slap- 
ping six power play goals into the net, a 
feat last accomplished a decade ago by 
the New York Rangers, or Nashville's 7- 
3 defeat of San Jose, in which Steve 
Sullivan set a franchise record with 
three goals in a single power play, or 
Tomas Vokoun surpassing Mike 
Dunham's record for all-time wins in 
the net (82). 

That's not to mention Nashville's 
two 2004 All-Star Game players, 
Vokoun and Kimmo Timonen, a first 
for Nashville hockey. 

Oh yeah, and there's that playoff 
thing. 

However, Nashville's newly earned 
rock 'em, sock 'em talent might prove 
to be a moot point when next season 
comes around. 

Or, rather, if next season comes 
around. 

For those who aren't aware, the 
NHL and its Players' Association are 
currently wrestling over drafting a new 
collective bargaining agreement for the 
players of the league's 30 teams. If a 
new agreement isn't reached before 
midnight Sept. 15, then the league will 
most likely shut down. 

Part of the problem lies with play- 
ers' salaries. The NHL pays a grand 
total of almost 75 percent of its profits 
out to players, more than any of the 
other major athletic leagues. 

In a survey conducted by 
ESPN.com, a total of nine out of 15 
teams that responded said that they 
stood a better chance of just breaking 
even fiscally if a work stoppage hap- 
pens. 

Nashville has remained fairly fit and 
trim money-wise compared to the rest 
of the league. The average NHL team 
payroll for this season stands at $44 
million dollars, while Nashville only 
spent $23.2 million this season - down 
from $25.2 million the previous year. 

Photo courtesy John Russell   I  Predators Staff Photographer 

Players for Nashville and Detroit shake hands after the Red Wings eliminated the Predators 2-0 in 

Game 6 Saturday. Nashville closed its season with a record of 40-31-11-4 and its first playoff appearance. 

So money won't be a problem for 
the Preds, in all likelihood. With the 
attendance records the GEC scored this 
season, the team knows it can earn 
money. Fan loyalty, however, might be 
another matter. 

The city came through the flood 
gates to cheer the Predators on as they 
kicked off their first playoff run. The 
Predators themselves partied when 
they heard that Vancouver's defeat of 
Edmonton let them slip their way into 
the eighth and final playoff berth. 
Everyone had a great time, and all was 

right with the world. 
Nashville's fans have been fickle in 

the past though, with all but the most 
die-hard fans turning their back on the 
team when they failed to make the 
playoffs in five years or less, despite 
promising the fans otherwise. A work 
stoppage due to the standoff between 
the league and the Players' Association 
could cause the team to fade from most 
people's minds. 

However, ESPN writer Terry Frei 
seems convinced in his column at 
ESPN.com that  Nashville's headlong 

dive into the postseason may have been 
one of the many ingredients needed to 
push both sides of the CBA issue to a 
resolution. 

Ray Ratto insists that Nashville's 
defeat of St. Louis was the make-or- 
break point for the team, and they 
made it. 

I'm going to agree with them. Strike 
or no, Nashville knows now it has a 
team it can believe in. We'll come back 
swinging next season, whenever it 
comes. Just you wait.* 

CLASSIFIEDS 
Employment 

Nannies of Green Hills. LLC 
is seeking loving, energetic, 
experienced caregivers to fill 
several part-time, full-time, 
long-term and after school 
positions. All families are pre- 
screened and ready to meet 
you. Interested nannies 
should call us at 353-7194 or 
352-7967. 

Need Money? Student advi- 
sors are needed for 120 unit 
off-campus MTSU apartment 
community. On-site training, 
cash referrals and generous 
hourly salaries are included. 
Call toll free, 1-866-594-5470 
to make an appointment with 
Kimberly Sanders. 

Bartender Trainees 
Needed! 
#250 a day potential. Local 
positions. 1800-293-3985 ext 
305. 

Help Wanted 

Mystery Shoppers Needed! 
Earn While you shop! 
Call now Toll Free 1-800-467- 
4422 Ext. 13400 

Finally! Earn $5 in 10 mins. @ 
www.brandport.com! Watch 
ads, earn cash. Free registra- 
tion! 

Male college students needed 
for a psychological study of 
prison life: $70 per day for I - 
2 weeks beginning May 17th. 
For further information and 
applications, email: 
prison.study@wku.edu 

Internships 

Do you need to prepare for 

graduate school? To qualify, 
student has to be a low- 
income/ first generation or 
underrepresented student with 
a desire to achieve earning a 

PhD. Have a 2.8 GPA and 60 
earned credit hours by May 
2004. For more information, 

contact the MTSU McNair 
Scholars Program located in 
Midgett 103 or call 904-8462 
for more information. 

Opportunities 

Ladies would you like to be 
on TV, Be a River Poker Tour 
girl.Tryouts April 28 at 6 pm 
at the Boundry restaurant. 
Located near Vanderbilt 
University. To confirm a spot 
please call 615-405-6690 and 

leave a mess. Must be 21 yrs. 
of age and willing to travel on 

the weekends. (Serious 
inquiries please) 

Need a Calligrapher for invi- 
tations. Will pay. Call Matt @ 
615-516-4393 or 615-319- 
3072. 

Are you interested in 
earning a PhD? Would you 
like to have your own per- 
sonal research mentor? 
Would you like to receive 
funding while conducting 
research ? Are you interested 
in preparation for graduate 
studies? If you answered yes 
to the above questions, 
please contact the MTSU 
NcNair Scholars 
Program.The McNair 
Program is located in Midgett 
103. Our staff would like to 
tell you more about our dis- 
tinguished program. 
Information may also be 
found at 
http://www.mtsu.edu/~mcnair 

/ 

Services 

Lucky Lawn Service. Mowing, 
mulching, landscaping, etc. Best 

prices in town! Call now. 615- 
995-6003. 

Ever wanted your pet's image in 
a beautiful photograph? Saturday 
March 20th from 8 AM to Noon 
@ Warren Animal Hospital 
there will be a photographer to 
capture you and your pet in a 
family portrait Small sit-in fee 
per subject Call 895-8126 for an 
appointment today! 

ATTORNEY 
Christine Barrett 

890-1300 
320 West Main Street, Suite 

l2l,Murfreesboro.TN37l30 
Visa/MasterCard Accepted. 

Sales 

Automotive 

17" Giovanna racing wheels 
with tires, $600 firm. 615-542- 
7998. 

'97 Ford Explorer, Eddie Bower, 
Fully loaded, 101 k miles $6,000 
obo. 6,500 obo w/ system- 
Alpine CD, 2-12" infinits subs w/ 
amp. Please Call 615-498-1099. 

'92 4 DR Ford Taurus-3.8 LV6 
SFI-I03K, CD, Runs great. Heat 

works. No A/C. $ 1250 obo. 615- 
217-6945. 

'03 Honda Civic. EX, 2 DR, 5- 
speed, 7k, pwr windows, door- 
locks, mirrors, sunroof, keyless 
entry, spoiler, factory warranty. 
$ 14,850.931 -607-9077. Wk ask 
for Matt 615-883-4333. 

•95 Honda Accord Ex. 170 k.V- 
Tec engine, new transmission, 
sound system, rims. Must sell. 
Call 615-478-2354. 

'98 Camaro for Sale. 68 k miles. 
Pw locks, CD, Keyless entry, 
Auto,V6. $7,100. Qll 931-607- 
9077 

'90 Olds Cudass Calais-Good 
shape. $800.615-542-1951, leave 
msg. 

"91 White Toyota Tercel. Two- 
Door Hatchback, Runs nice, 
looks nice. 1311c First $1,500 
takes it 615-403-3191. 

'95 Honda Passport LX, Red, 
PW, PDL, CC, leather, mint con- 

dition. Must sell, baby on way. 
$4500 obo. 615-849-1763. 

'94 Isuzu pick-up. 175k. Great 
car  for  students, even   better 
price! $1,200 obo. 
ail 901-355-6260. 

Miscellaneous 

Full-size bed, box spring, frame 
$50. Neon "Open" sign $25. 
Green, 3-year-old sofa $ 150. ail 
Patrick 898-2337. 

Want new furniture? Two book- 
cases, a desk, and an armoir 
need new homes, ail Rebecca 
at 615-890-9570 for details. 

Slightiy used Whit Maple Alvarez 
Jumbo Acoustic Guitar with 
white pearl in lay. Comes with 
vintage tweed case. Call Micah 
554-0390.Won't decline reason- 
able offer. 

Computer desk $25. GT trick 
bike $250 obo. Fender bass and 
amp $200 obo. Call Matt @ 
615-516-4393 or 615-319-3072. 

Great items for College apart- 
ment Sleeper Sofa $150. 
Recliner $ 100. Coffee table $40, 
or All 3 for $250. ail Shawna @ 
615-566-3105 if interested. 

Engagement/Wedding Ring. 1/3 
solitaire engagement and wrap 
style wedding ring. 24 k gold. 
Bought new for $680 asking 
$500 obo. Contact Paul 890- 
6634. 

2-12 in. Blaupunut speakers and 
box. 250 watt mtx amplifier. 

$200 obo. Call 615-476-4090. 

Roland Fantom-S music work- 
station with sgc hard case. Value 
$2000. Will sell for $1,200- 
$1,500,479-7792. 

Box spring and mattress sets. 
Various sizes. Very good shape. 
$50 or $75 delivered. Call Adam 

anytime© 615-554-4061. 

Wedding Dress sizes 4-8, pure 
white, never altered , worn one 
time, strapless, heart-shaped 
neckline, long train, lots of beads 
and lace must sell, $ 150 obo. 
ail 931 -607-9077 Iv. msg. 

anon Eos (Rebel) for Sale. 
Canon Ultrasonic 75-300mm 
Lens, Canon (Tiffen)28-80 mm 

Lens -EF 28-80mm f/3.5-5.6. 
SunPak Auto 433 AFThyristor - 
Flash anEos.This camera is in 
immaculate shape. It has only 
been used for 3-4 rolls of film. 
For more information contact 
Nic Stone 424-7561. $450 obo. 

Scuba gear!! Fins, booties, mask. 
$200. Call Amanda 653-3046. 

Roommate 

Roommate wanted. 
$247.50/month, water paid, 
other utilities shared. 15 min. 
walk from campus. Call Brian 
895-7792. 

Female roommate needed for 
summer months. Close to cam- 
pus rental house. Rent $217. 
Call 615-896-3125 or 931 215- 
5482. Ask for Step or Rose. 

Roommate wanted- Female. 
Rent is $375 w/ All utilities 
included. About 10 min. from 
campus. No Deposit required, 
ail 931-580-2715 or 615-222- 
4251. 

For Rent 

Newer 3 BD 2 BA house for 
rent 5 min. from MTSU.Washer 
& dryer included. $870/ month, 
includes lawn maintenance., ail 

Neil for more details 615-482- 
1941. 

Now leasing for May-5 BD 
house with walk-in closets, large 
screened porch, spacious 
kitchen, W/D provided, large 
fenced in yard, lawn care provid- 
ed, 2 BA hardwood floors. New 
carpet and paint $ 1500/mo. plus 
utilities, ail Matt 456-1793. 

New Homes for Rent 2 homes 

near MTSU. 3 BD. 2 BA, walk-in 
closet. Available immediately. 
Lease thru June, 2005. No pets. 
2329 & 2333 Plymouth Ct See 
photos: www.ericblum.com or 
207-7878. 

2 BD Historic apartment Close 
to MTSU-all modern conven- 
iences. Central Hear & Air. 
Water furnished. $600. 895- 
0075. 

Raiders Crossing I BD in 3 BD 
apt. Room has free tanning, 
pool/hot tub view, balcony over- 
looks pool, $425/mo., furnished. 
Only one Roommate lives there 
now. ail for details 498-4713. 

Subleasing 

Summer subleaser needed. 

Female subleaser for I BD in 
a 4BD/2BA at Sterling 
University Gables. Early May- 
Early August. Rent is $335 
including ALL utilities! May's 
rent and August's rent 
ALREADY paid! Please con- 
tact Elizabeth at 907-7336! 

Male subleaser needed for a 
4 BD/4 BA apt. @ Raiders 
Crossing. Great roommates, 
free tanning, work-out facility, 
gameroom, pool, hot tub. 

$399 rent, includes water, 
electric, premium cable, and 
T3 internet W/D included. 
$ I I phone bill. Available in 
May. Call Brad at 653-5338. 

I BD/ I BA at Raiders 
Crossing. Will pay 1/2 first 

month's rent. Call 615-542- 
7951, leave msg. 

Sterling Gables I BD. Female 

roommate wanted. 
$350/month, many amenities 
& furnished. Call 542-4027. 

Room available at Sterling 
University Gables. It is a 4 
BD apt. that is furnished. 
Please call 615-504-1475 if 
interested. Ask for Jennifer. 

Male or female subleaser 
needed for summer @ 
Sterling University Gables. 
Great roommates! 
$350/month. Call David @ 
498-2513 anytime. 

Female Roommate wanted 
@ Sterling Gables in fur- 
nished 4 BD, 2 BA including 
washer/dryer. Access to fit- 
ness room, tanning bed, pool, 
hot tub. Rent $330/month, 
includes water electricity, eth- 
ernet Move in ASAP until 
August '04. Call Megan @ 

364-6019. 

I BD, I BA Apt. to sublease, 
across the street from MTSU. 
Need someone to take over 
lease ASAP Call Barbra, 481 - 
3620. 

4BD/ 4BA Apt. Female sub- 
leaser needed ASAP! 
Awesome roommates! Tennis 
court, basketball court, out- 
door pool, free tanning. 
University Courtyards.Top 
floor apartment. $395/ 
month. All utilities included. 
Call 289-7931 if interested. 

Female subleaser needed for 
a 4BD/4BA apt @ The 
Woods @ Greenland. Great 
roommates, free tanning and 
workout facility, year around 
hot tub. Rent is $399, 
includes water, electric, pre- 
mium cable, and T3 internet 
connection. Fully furnished w/ 
washer&dryer. Available in 
May. Call 423-432-2312, leave 
msg. 

Do you want to get off 
Campus for the summer? 
Spacious BD with personal 
full bath, clean carpet fur- 
nished(w/washer/dryer) with 
ALL utilities included!!! 
Share with one respectable 
female roommate. 
Downstairs unit in University 
Courtyard for $485/month!!! 
Call for negotiations: 904- 
8861 and ask for Jamie L. 
Looking to sublease as early 
as May 2004. 

Pets 

Female Sugar Glider for Sale 

with 4x5 wire Cage, other 

cage content included. Asking 

$375. A $600 value. Call 615- 

519-1637. 

Policies 

Sidelines will be responsible only 
for the first incorrect insertion 
of any classified advertisement 
No refunds will be made for 
partial cancellations. Sidelines 
reserves the right to refuse any 
advertisement it deems objec- 
tionable for any reason. 
Classifieds will only be accepted 
on a prepaid basis. Ads may be 
placed in the Sidelines office in 
James Union Building, Room 
310. or faxed to (615) 904-8193. 
For more information call (615) 
904-8154. Ads are not accepted 
over the phone. Ads are free for 
students and faculty. 



Smith leads Squad tO new heights  ASU; MT defense saves team 
By Mark Emery 
Staff Writer 

The Middle Tennessee women's basket- 
ball team recently completed one of its 
most successful seasons in school history, 
which included a Sun Belt Conference 
Tournament Championship and a win over 
North Carolina in the first round of the 
NCAA Tournament. 

The Lady Raiders finished the 2003-04 
season with a 24-8 record and received 22 
votes in the final ESPN/USA Today 
Coaches' Poll. 

Looking back, MT head coach Stephany 
Smith is obviously pleased with the strides 
the program made, but she's ready for fur- 
ther progress. 

"I can't help but be very proud of the 
players who have worked so hard to accom- 
plish the things they did this season and I'm 
excited about that," Smith said. "At the same 
time, we're not settling, and we're not con- 
tent. We just want to keep pushing parame- 
ters wider and wider and try to accomplish 
more." 

The team will be losing one of their co- 
captains in Keisha McClinic, who was the 
SBC Defensive Player of the Year. She fin- 
ished fourth in the NCAA with 112 steals 
and owns the single-season record at 
Middle Tennessee. 

"She provided such great leadership and 
really improved individually as a player," 
Smith said. "For the first time, she really 
gave up her whole self to this team, and 
through her actions, it turned around and 
was the best season she ever had personal- 

The team will also lose seniors Jennifer 
Justice and Yamil Cordero, but SBC 
Tournament MVP Patrice Holmes and 
freshman Krystle Horton, who was selected 
First Team All-Conference and SBC All- 
Tournament, will lead the Lady Raiders 
next season. 

"We had a lot of people who stepped up 
and did various things," Smith said. "The 
impact of Krystle Horton right out of the 
gate, the progress of Chrissy Givens 
throughout the season especially in the 
month of February, the fact that Tia Stovall 
finally got things going back in the same 
direction she did as a freshman in the 
month of February, and Patrice Holmes 
obviously provides us with so much leader- 
ship on the floor." 

Of all the Lady Raiders' victories during 
the season, their last two were easily their 
biggest. MT's 70-57 victory over Western 
Kentucky in Bowling Green, Ky., gave the 
Lady Raiders their first SBC Tournament 
title and clinched the program's first NCAA 
Tournament berth since 1998. 

The Lady  Raiders then  upset  North 

Continued from 8 

giving the Indians runners at 
first and third on the error. 

"That kind of stuff [the 
error| happens," Blevins said. 
"But they (the defense] came 
out the next inning and made a 
couple of great plays." 

Sirriani scored on Monte 
Douglas' fielder's choice, but 
Blevins settled down to retire 
the next two batters to effec- 
tively end the Indians' offensive 
work for the day. 

"It would have been good to 
see us make that play," Peterson 
said. "Church would've gotten 
the win and Blevins a great 
save, but that was one of our 
problems this weekend. 
Defensively, we didn't support 
our pitchers." 

The Blue Raiders regained 
the lead when, with two outs in 
the bottom of the seventh 
inning, Nate laggers singled 
home Chuck Akers, who dou- 
bled earlier in the inning. It was 
the second time in as many days 
that laggers put the Blue 
Raiders up for good, laggers 
drew a game-winning walk 
Saturday. 

"1 had been hitting line 
drives to the outfield all day," 

laggers said. "I knew how the 
outfield was playing me, so I 
just tried to stay on top of the 
ball and get one through the 
infield." 

"Jaggers is slowly coming 
around," Peterson said. "He's 
hitting the ball all over the park, 
and when he starts spreading it 
around and hitting it back up 
the middle, then he's going to 
start hitting it out, so it's been 
good to see him come around." 

Shane Kemp added an 
insurance run for MT in the 
bottom ol the eighth when he 
followed up Derek Phillips' 
double with one of his own to 
score pinch runner Wayne 
Kendrick. 

For Middle Tennessee, 
Church earned the win to 
improve to 4-1 on the season, 
while Karnie Vertz, who gave 
the Indians their longest outing 
by a starting pitcher in It 
games, took the loss to tall to 2- 
4. 

The Blue Raiders continue 
Sun Belt Conference play 
Friday when they travel to 
Mobile, Ala., to take on the 
University of South Alabama 
for a three-game series. Game 
time Friday is 7 p.m. ♦ 

Tompkins: 2nd home run 
Continued from 8 

by Huebner. Davis wrapped up the scoring spree for MT with a 
double that scored Leah Grothause and Huebner. 

Frizzell relieved Bobo after the MT junior took a ball to the face 
in the final inning. Bobo played 6 2/3 innings in that game and 
earned the win, allowing one run and striking out five. 

MT will return home on Thursday to face Birmingham 
Southern, their first home contest since the March 4 doublehead- 
er with Lipscomb. First pitch for that match is set at 2 p.m. at lady 
Raider Field. ♦ 

Carolina 67-62 in the first round of the 
NCAA Tournament, becoming only the 
third No. 12 seed in NCAA women's basket- 
ball history to beat a No. 4 seed. The No. 12 
Tar Heels were the highest-ranked oppo- 
nent that the Lady Raiders had ever defeat- 
ed. 

"It was very exciting," Smith said. "It was 
a great accomplishment and I think the 
emotion of our players after that game 
when the horn went off tells you how 
important that victory was and how excit- 
ing that was for our program and for our 
team. The North Carolina game was big, 
but we had other business at hand after that 

game, so we had no reason to celebrate." 
MT lost 59-46 to host Notre Dame in the 

second round, but the Lady Raiders certain- 
ly have a lot to look forward to going into 
next season. According to Smith the team 
has quite a few good recruits coming to MT, 
including two from Alabama: Class 1A Miss 
Basketball winner Starr Orr and Latoya 
Barclay, the Class 6A Tournament MVP. 

With their top scorers returning and 
highly touted recruits coming in, the pro- 
gram's greatest seasons may still lie ahead. 
Even so, the 2003-2004 Lady Raiders will 
certainly have a place in MT history tor 
years to come. ♦ 
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Sound off! 
, ,rmv SIDELINES ONLINE   £jft 

Visit the message boards at 
www.mtsusidelines.com. 
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