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E-mail server will block certain messages

‘Hello,” ‘hi’ among list of subjects
that will make mail bounce back:

By Lindsey Turner
News Editor

As a precaution against
spreading viruses through cam-
pus e-mail, subject lines con-
taining certain words will be
treated as infected and bounced
back to the sender by the uni-
versity’s e-mail server.

Laramie
Project

runs this
weekend

By Leah Massey
Staff Writer

The Laramie Project, a popu-
lar play based on the 1998 mur-
der of Matthew Shepard, has
arrived at the Murfreesboro
Center for the Arts.

The Murfreesboro Theater
Ensemble is performing the
play starting tonight and run-
ning until Monday.

The Laramie Project is com-
posed of actual interviews with
residents of the town of
Laramie, Wyo., where Shepard,
a 21-year-old gay man, was kid-
napped, beaten severely and left
on a fence post to die.

Members of the Tectonic
Theater Project traveled to
Laramie over a year and a half
ago, and more than 200 inter-
views were conducted.

A play was then created,
using excerpts from the con-
ducted interviews.

“The way it’s being presented
is kind of innovative in terms of
theater,” said Dana Everts-
Boehm, assistant director of the
Murfreesboro Center of the
Arts.

“It was a very powerful com-
mentary on how people feel
about adversity ... and how tol-
erant people are,” said Susan
Trentham, director of MTSU’s
June Anderson Women’s
Center.

Marion Hollings, associate
professor of English, is one of
the actors who has been work-
ing on this production since
rehearsals began in January.

“The social content is very
important to me,” Hollings said.

Hollings described working
on the production as psycho-
logically challenging and stress-
ful because of the extent to
which the actors must relive the
events that happened every
night of rehearsal.

She considers it a rewarding
experience though because of
the community that has
emerged among the actors.

See Laramie, 2

“Anybody sending a message
to someone at mtsu.edu with
the subject of just ‘hi’ or ‘hello,
the message is going to go back
and not be processed,” said Jerry
Gentry, assistant vice president
for Information Technology. He
added that other words, such as
“test,” “status” and “ID,” will be
bounced back to the sender as

Major promotion

“What happens when we get
one of those is that we send the
message back to the sender and
it tells them that the message
has been rejected, and recom-
mend that they change the sub-
ject,” Gentry said. “The sender
can go ahead and take action on
it like that.”

The precaution comes as a
result of the server’s most recent
bout with two worms — Bagle
MyDoom - that spread
themselves largely via e-mail.

and

The Bagle
worm is
responsible
for the recent
rash of infect-

ed e-mails
o status whose subject
. test lines  begin
1D with “ID.”
SIS “That one

is consistent

and we can hone in on that”
Gentry said.

On the other hand, the

MyDoom worm has been an

By Will Fanguy
Staff Writer

position of assistant chief.

life.

a deputy sheriff.

Former Major Roy Brewer of the MTSU
Police Department has been promoted to the

Brewer said he feels that most of his suc-
cess can be attributed to making the most of
the opportunities he has worked for in his

Brewer has an extensive career in law
enforcement, dating back to the mid-1980s.
In 1983, Brewer joined the Overton County
Sheriff’s Department and spent four years as

“When you start out, and you're full of
vinegar, and you want to change the world,

Photo by Steve Cross | Chief Photographer
Roy Brewer, who has been with MTSU’s police department since 1987, was
recently promoted to assistant chief, second in command to Jack Drugmand.

Brewer promoted
to assistant chief

you realize that change doesn’t happen as
quickly as you'd like for it to,” Brewer said.
He joined MTSU’s department in 1987 as

a patrol officer, and spent five years in that
role before being promoted first to field

training officer in 1992 and then sergeant in

1993.

Because of his consistency and work ethic,
Brewer was promoted in August of 1995 to

the position of lieutenant. He was also

this new role.

He remained a lieutenant until

appointed the department’s operations com
mander as part of his responsibilities under

1998,

when he was again promoted, this time to the

See Brewer, 2
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Bill Ford, the Weatherford Chair of Finance, describes
social security during a debate on economics yesterday.

Gentry said, and its subject lines
are varied. The majority of
MyDoom-infected e-mails were
sent with subject lines that said
“hello,” “hi,” “test” and “status.”
“This mass-mailing worm
selects from a list of e-mail sub-
jects, message bodies and
attachment file names for its e-
mail messages,” according to
online information from Trend
Micro, a company specializing
in virus protection. “It spoofs
the sender name of its messages

so that they appear to have been
sent by different users instead of
the actual users on infected
machines.”

Gentry said the majority of
worms the server encounters
are those spread via address
books.

“The nature of the worms
and viruses we've had over the
past year, at least, that’s what
they do,” Gentry said. “They
spoof the return address and it

See E-mail, 2

SGA elections

coming in March

By Stephanie Hill
Staff Writer

Students who are interested
in running for an executive or
senator position for the 2004-
2005 Student Government
Association can now pick up
election packets.

Campaigning will begin on
March 4 and elections will be
held March 16-18.

All positions are open,
including the four executive
positions of president, executive
vice president/speaker of the
Senate, vice president of admin-
istration and public affairs and
election commissioner.

Many of the university’s col-
leges, which include Business,
Basic and Applied Science,
Education and Behavioral
Science, Liberal Arts, Mass
Communication, Honors and
Undeclared, are seeking new
senators for the new academic
year as well as five at-large seats.

“The number of Senate seats
available depends on the num-
ber of students enrolled in each
college,” explained Brittany
Rogers, election commissioner.
This semester, the College of
Basic and Applied Sciences has
the most students enrolled, at
4,228.

Basic and Applied Science
has six seats available. Five seats
are available for senators at-
large, as well as from the
Colleges of Business, Education
and Behavioral Sciences, and
Mass Comm. Liberal Arts has
four seats available and three
undeclared seats are up for
grabs.

Rogers explained that any
student can run for an at-large
seat as long as he or she meets
the qualifications.

“An at-large senator does not
represent a particular college,”
she said.

Rogers said that typically
2,000 students vote each year in
the SGA elections,

In the past, SGA has offered
prizes for students who vote,
such as free pizza and free
movie tickets.

“This semester we are not
offering any voting incentives,’
Rogers said. “Personally, I con-
sider voting an incentive in
itself. As a student, voting is

OFFICER DUTIES

According to the Student
Government Association
Constitution ...

* The president of SGA shall
see that all responsibilities
delegated to the SGA are
faithfully performed.

* The executive vice president
presides over the Student
Senate as well as over any
Student Government meetings
or functions that the
president cannot attend.

* The vice president for
administration and public affairs
is in charge of public relations
for the SGA

* The election commissioner
presides over the Election
Commission and assumes
responsibility for duties
prescribed by the Electoral Act.

your opportunity to have your
voice heard.”

Students will also have the
opportunity to vote on a new
referendum to add another
qualification to those running
for an executive office.

Under the referendum, stu-
dents running for an executive
office must be involved in one
SGA committee for at least a
semester.

This includes the
Homecoming Committee,
University Standing
Committees, Tennessee Inter-
collegiate State Legislature,
Election Commission, Senate,
COSGA, Traffic Court and/or
AIDS Quilt.

“If it passes, it will go into
effect immediately,” she said.

To be eligible for an execu-
tive branch office, students
must be a full- or part-time stu-
dent, have a minimum of 45
hours or be a graduate student
at the time of candidacy, have
completed at least two consecu-
tive semesters at MTSU and
have at least a 2.3 cumulative
grade point average.

To be a senator, students must
have a cumulative GPA of 2.0 or
better at the time of candidacy
and maintain it throughout the

See Elections, 2

Two professors debate Bush’s economic policies

By Tim Hill
Staff Writer

MTSU economics professors
William Ford and Rick Hannah
debated the quality of the U.S.
economy under President
George W. Bush yesterday.

Citing a book co-written by
former Bush Treasury Secretary
Paul O’Neil, Rick Hannah chal-
lenged Bush’s approach to the
economy.

“With the president himself
saying that, ‘We don’t have to

worry about money in govern-
ment, his oversimplification of
the economy can’t be ignored,”
Hannah said.

Hannah said that O’Neil was
concerned by the president’s
attitude regarding deficit spend-
ing. He said O’Neil wanted the
administration to keep spend-
ing down, but Bush insisted
otherwise.

In his book, the former sec-
retary wrote, “The attitude was
that we would keep borrowing,
borrowing and borrowing,

because
spend.”

William Ford, who is a for-
mer member of the Atlanta
Federal Reserve Board, offered a
rebuttal to Hannah’s argument.
He contrasted Bush’s economy
with that of his father, former
President George Bush.

“After the first Persian Gulf
War, Bush had 90 percent
approval ratings, and we now
know today that the recession
he went through ended in
March 1991, Ford said.

we spend, spend,
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“Actually, when Clinton was
elected in November of 1992,
the economy had been recover-
ing from a recession for 18
months.”

Ford said that understanding
that Clinton inherited an eco-
nomic recovery, while President
George W. Bush inherited an
economic downturn is crucial.

“President George W. Bush
came into office with a reces-
sion that officially began in

See Bush, 2
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Two students involved in Kerry campaign

By Meagan Kirby
Staff Writer

Two MTSU students were

part of the platform party when
Sen. John Kerry held his rally in
Nashville on Feb. 7 in prepara-
tion for the Tennessee primary.

Kayla Henry, a junior ele-
mentary education major, and
Travis Harris, a junior in the
College of Liberal Arts, were the
students involved.

Henry, the student coordina-

College
Democrats
on campus,
was asked to
say the Pledge
of Allegiance

and stand on
the platform
at the rally.

“I thought this would be a
wonderful opportunity for me,
Henry said.

ing.”

Kerry

“Tt was very excit

Brewer: Former major sees
‘smarter’ law enforcement todax

Continued from |

rank of major. With this
advancement, he was deemed
the department’s
director, second in command to
Police Chief Jack Drugmand.

Even with new responsibili
ties piled atop his older ones,
Brewer flourished. His official
“promotion” to assistant chief
in December 2003 was little
more than a formal announce
ment of a change in rank and
the addition of a new star to
Brewer’s uniform.

Law enforcement has gone
through some dramatic changes
since Brewer joined the force in
1984.

He said that he
“smarter” law enforcement com
munity as a whole, and a group
that is more diverse than it was
20 years ago.

The stereotype of having to be
a huge, strong man to be a police
officer has vanished, replaced
instead with men and women
who use their brains more often
than their muscles, he said.

Brewer said he enjoyed the

assistant
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November 2000, and later on
was made worse with terrorist
attacks and corporate scandals,”
he said.

Hannah said that he didn't
believe it,was worth looking
back more than a decade.

“The current issues before us
in this economy are what mat
ters,” he said. He discussed the
increase of productivity among
workers in the United States.

“There is only one other
nation that has a higher rate
than us, and that’s Australia,”
Hannah said. He argued that
because workers are working
longer hours, their own con
sumer spending is harder to
track.

During the debate, the two
professors answered questions
from the audience.

Addressing the issue of social
security solvency, Hannah criti-
cized partial-privatization
plans.

“Financial solvency of the
program should be the first pri-
ority before anything else,” he
said. “That could come in the
form of increased taxes.”

Ford gave an example of how
the current pay-out of social
security has affected him per-
sonally.

“I was able to begin collect-
ing $18,000 a year from social
security two years ago at the age
of 65,” he said.

“But because of my income
level now, those benefits are
counted as income and taxed at
the rate of 36 percent.”

Hannah and Ford also dis-

\H\\(l‘ meat
Cappmmg ol the ImuUn
amount of beneh mMeon
can be eligible for, as
“Even in the 1930s, everyone
agreed you couldn’t have means
testing in the sysjem,” Hannah
“Tve been

working since |

was 11, and the rate of return if
I had invested those taxes would
have been higher than the | to 2
percent 1 ended up gerting

Ford said.

Hannah disagreed

“Under a plan like that, you
would end up having partial
socialization because
ment funds would be floating

govern
around the stock market,” he
\illlL

“Besides, the

workers don’t hay

majoriy ol
(".]'k"‘ A
own 01k

ty within then

plans neceded to watch the
investments thev already have,”
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pension reform

Another student asked about
global trade,
about how small business own
ers could help in China.

“The question of how China
1

addressing r the 1ssue of

and specifically

IS going to improve economi-
cally is the
question facing us this century,”
satd Hannah,
several years in

China.

HUNGRY? ... ...

25 items
Under $6
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audience, Henry got the chance
to meet him personally. Kerry
signed Henry’s program and
had a picture taken, which was
later put on the John Kerry Web
sile.

Black Entertainment
[elevision reporter Monique
Conrad interviewed Henry
about her involvement in the
campaign, along with two other
j‘l‘l“fi\‘.

Henry was asked why she

blacks to vote and if Kerry could
carry the south.

“It was an honor to be inter-
viewed by BET about my
involvement with the campaign
and my views on Kerry,” Henry
said.

Friends and family of Henry
also spotted her on CNN and
CSPAN while she was standing
on the platform.

Black Enterprise Magazine
also interviewed Henry about

should be out soon.

“1 was very moved at how
passionate the Kerry campaign
was,” Henry explained.

“I got on the Internet and
did some research and saw that
Kerry is a big supporter of edu-
cation. Since I am an elemen-
tary education major, that
meant a lot to me.”

One of Kerry’s platforms on
education is the creation of an
“Education Trust Fund,” which

will fully fund any new educa-
tion program approved by
Congress and increase invest-
ment money.

Kerry’s Service for College
plan aims to provide tuition to a
four-year public college in
exchange for two years of com-
munity service work.

The second student, Harris,
couldn’t be reached for com-
ment before press time. ¢
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Gentry said he originally
sent out a mass e-mail to stu-
dents, faculty, staff and admin-
istration that said subject lines
beginning with the flagged
words would be intercepted, but
it's actually just subjects that
contain the words alone.

For example, a subject line
that just said “Test” would be
bounced back to the sender, but
a subject line that said “Test
tomorrow” would not be inter-
cepted.

Gentry said the subject-line
restrictions have been in place
for a couple of weeks.

“We didn’t tell anybody
about it unless they called in to
say, ‘Hey, I'm trying to send this

message and it tells me I've got a
virus’ and we tell them to
change their subject,” he said.

“Those were starting to die
down and we were really going
to take those off and I thought,
well, since I'm going to send this
one out about the ID, I'll just go
ahead and include the others,”
Gentry said.

Several  virus-protection
companies, such as McAfee,
Trend Micro (which services
MTSU’s e-mail server) and
Symantec, have built certain
restrictions on e-mail subject
lines into their software.

Gentry cited the recent “I
Love You” virus as an example
of a subject line that has proved
problematic.

“A lot of places now, if you
send out a message that says I
love you in the subject, more
than likely, it’s not going to be
delivered anywhere,” he said.

“In some places, that was the
only way they could protect
against it.”

Though the virus is not as
much of a menace as it once
was, he said, it’s still a potential
threat to machines lacking ade-
quate protection.

“It’s still out there,” Gentry
said. “None of these things ever
really go away for good. They
just die off for a while and
somebody stirs one of them up
and across the Internet it comes
again.” @
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Ihe JAWC, women's studies
artment, Women for
ymen and Lambda are all
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support and publiciz-
the play.

The Women for Women stu-
dent organization plans to lead
a discussion group after the first
showing of the play tonight
with the directors and cast of
the play

It's
members to
Irentham said.

Hollings said that she felt it
was important to do this play in

a forum for audience
ask questions,”

a college town such as
Murfreesboro.
Among those interviewed

for the play were faculty and

students from the University of
Wyoming, where Shepard was a
student.

Tickets for tonight’s 7:30
showing are $5.

Tickets were also available
for Thursday’s show time at the
JAWC office, but they were
going quickly as well.

Anyone who calls the center
can reserve tickets for the night
they wish to attend.

The play will run tomorrow,
Saturday and Monday at 7:30, as
well as 2 p.m. on Sunday.

Tickets for the other showings
are $10, but students can get
them for $8 with a valid MTSU
ID.

For more details about the
play and up-to-date ticket
information, call the Center for
the Arts at 904-ARTS. The
Center is located at 110 W.
College St., on the corner of
Church Street and College
Street. @
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v Multiple employment options

Call today: (901) 448-5581
http://www.utmem.edu/allied/
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For this year’s election,
write-in candidates will not be
allowed.

Students aré able to vote for
SGA candidates starting March

The Housmg and Resndentlal Life Office is now accepting housing
reapplication forms from returning students for the Fall 2004/Spring
2005 academic year. Students are encouraged to reapply for housing
as early as possible, particularly if they are requesting to move to a
different location on campus next year, as new assignments are made

by application date.

Students requesting to remain in their same location on campus next
year will be given first priority as long as their reapplication and
$200 prepaid rent deposit are received by the deadline. The deadline
for students living in on-campus housing to reapply for housing with
priority for the 2004/2005 academic year is Friday, February 27,
2004 at 4:30 PM. Students need to complete a reapplication form
which is available in the Housing and Residential Life Office.

Students will need to pay the $200 prepaid rent at the business office
cashier windows in the Cope Administration Building, 1st floor;
returning the reapplication form stamped “paid” to the Housing and
Residential Life office in the Keathley University Center, Room 300,
whose hours are Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM.

Students also have the option of reapplying for housing with priority
online at www.mtsu.edu. Housing is found under STUDENT AFFAIRS.
The $200 prepaid rent can only be paid by using Mastercard or Visa,
or by completing an online check. There will be an additional $10
nonrefundable service fee charged for any processed payments online.

To obtain a HOUSING REAPPLICATION FORM, please
come by the Housing and Residential Life office during
office hours, 8 AM to 4:30 PM, Monday through Friday, in
the Keathley University Center, Room 300.

For additional information or questions, please contact Housing and
Residential Life during office hours at 898-2971

16 and running until March 18
by logging onto Pipeline MT
and accessing the SGA folder in
WebMT.

Results will be announced

on March 19, unless run-off
elections are needed. If run-offs
are needed, they will be held
April 13-15 and winners will be
announced on April 16. ¢

HOUSING
REAPPLICATIONS NOW
BEING ACCEPTED FOR
FALL 2004 AND
SPRING 2005
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House subcommittee recognizes God

Resolution
serves as
statement

By Tom Sharp

Associated Press Writer

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) - A
subcommittee of the state
House on Tuesday passed a res-
olution acknowledging God
and the exercise of religious
freedom as “the foundation of
our national and state heritage.”

The resolution passed the
House State Government sub
committee on a voice vote with
no discussion and was forward-
ed to the full State and Local
Government Commuittee.

Sponsor Rep. Eddie Yokley,
D-Greeneville, said the resolu-
tion acknowledges “that God

Fake

money
passed

By David Paulson
Staff Writer

® A counterfeit $100 bill was
used to purchase a money order
at a Mapco gas station on
Memorial Boulevard last
Monday.

Store manager Nicole Powell
discovered the bill in the
deposit box Tuesday morning.
She contacted employee
Zachary Pierce, had
worked the previous evening:

Pierce told her that he took
the bill from a white female.
The suspect filled out the
money order at the register and
left.

Powell told Officer Don
Schubert that she had located
the incident on the store’s sur-
veillance video.

\\'hu

Man assaulted, robbed
in apartment

® A Murfreesboro man was
assaulted and robbed from the
front door of his apartment late
Friday night.

The victim told officer Chris
Norville that at approximately
12:51 a.m. someone knocked
on his door. When he opened
the door, a white male entered
his room and demanded
money. When the victim
protested, ie was punched by
the suspect.

“At this point, another white
male and a black male came in,
and all three began to fight with
the complainant,” Norville
reported.

According to a police report,
a fourth subject then entered
the room and struck the victim
over the head with an object.
He told them to take whatever
they wanted and lost con-
sclousness.

When he awoke, all the sus-
pects were gone. They had
taken $16 from his wallet and a
portable stereo. @

has been in our historical foun-
dation and our heritage”
throughout history.

The resolution, like many
passed by the Legislature, has no
practical effect other than to
make a statement.

Yokley said he does not
believe the nation's laws were
“meant to leave God out of gov-
ernment” but to ensure that
government did not favor one
denomination over another.

“If you look at the state
ments of our founders, they
referred to God thousands of
times, he said. “This is to
inform the public that the gov-
ernment, that a lot of us, realize
that God has been left out and
that’s not our intent.”

Similar resolutions have
l’\'L'I'I |‘.l\\L'(1 m 40 counties n
the state, Yokley claims.

I'he resolution first
passed by commissioners in
Greene County, Yokley’s home.
The mayor there, Roger Jones

was

then sent copies to the state’s
other 94 county government
leaders.

Jones said he was prompted
by constituent concerns about
efforts to delete “God” from the
Pledge of Allegiance and last
year’s federal court order to
remove a Ten Commandments
monument from the rotunda of
the Alabama Judicial Building.

The state version of the reso-
lution does not require any
action by the government.

It notes that the United
States “was settled by persons
persecuted for their religious
beliefs” and says the govern-
ment “was founded upon a trust
in God” first expressed in the
Declaration of Independence.

It says the U.S. Constitution
was drafted “to protect citizens
from laws favoring the estab-
lishment of one religion over
another and from laws prohibit-
ing the free exercise of religion,
so that all citizens might be free

“If you look at the statements of our founders,
they referred to God thousands of times. This is to
inform the public that the government, that a lot
of us, realize that God has been left out and that’s

not our intent.”

— Rep. Eddie Yokley

D-Greeneville

to worship God, or not, as each
individually chooses.”

It says this nation has histor-
ically “acknowledged God on
our national currency, in our
Pledge of Allegiance, in the
national motto of "'In God We
Trust,’ and in references to God
appearing on the nation’s and
this state’s greatest monuments,
memorials and  buildings,

including the Ten
Commandments, which are
represented in the United States
Supreme Court building.”

The actual resolution is “that
the acknowledgment of God
and the exercise of religious
freedom are the foundation of
our national and state heritage.”

The version before state law-
makers differs from the one

originally proposed by Jones. It
does not include a reference to
the Alabama Ten
Commandments monument as
“rightfully placed there by the
Chief Justice of the Alabama
State Supreme Court.” The U.S.
Supreme Court refused to con-
sider a lower court ruling that
found that monument violated
the U.S. Constitution. €

Smoking your money away

By Melissa Coker
Staff Writer

line.”
“We're going for the cur-
rent national average of a 75

It’s lights out for cigarette
smokers if four former sur-
geons generals are successful
with a new tax increase.

They've proposed a plan
to smoke out cigarette usage
that includes a $2-per-pack
tax.

Predictions are that this
would prompt at least 5 mil-
lion smokers to quit.

The plan also asks for a
national counseling and sup-
port line for those who want
to burn the behavior. This
idea was immediately imple-
mented by Health and
Human Services Secretary
Tommy Thompson. He said
more than $25 million would

cent tax,” says Brenda Black,
Director of the Tobacco and
Air Quality Program with the
American Lung Association
of Tennessee.

“If the current 20 cent tax
were raised by only 40 cents,
it would bring about 200 mil
lion additional
state revenue.”

Black and a host of forty
plus other public health
groups known as CHARIT
have been working together
for three years on a tax initia
tive.

She says these state costs
would help to offset the
many smoking-related illness
costs and that it’s a wonderful

dollars in

go towards the toll-free “quit-

*.

applications must be
ited by midnight June 30.

ions on the Web

2rg

A on the Web

plan for comprehensive

tobacco control.

“Our focus is on the
youth,” she adds. “Smoking is
a very pervasive public health
problem and since they have
disposable income, they're
more likely to spend it on
something else.”

MTSU economics profes-
sor David Penn agrees.

“Raising the price of a
product will reduce quantity
demanded,” Penn said. “"And
teenage smokers are particu
sensitive to price
increases, as they typically
have much less income than
adult smokers.”

Penn also thinks it would
help the economy because
fewer smokers will result in
higher productivity at the
workplace, improved
longevity reduced

larly

and

Photo by Steve Cross | Staff Photographer

Several former surgeons general proposed a program last month that would increase cigarette taxes in Tennessee by $2 a pack.

Shining a light on national smoking plan

demand for health care from

the state and federal health

care financing programs.
Health officials have esti-

smoking, such as the nation-
al number.
But she adds that a $2-

mated that smoking causes
about 440,000 premature
deaths per year and costs the
nation $75 billion in health
care.

“It is the equivalent of
another World Trade Center,
Pentagon and Pennsylvania
disaster occurring about
every two days,” Dr. Julius
Richmond, the nation’s top
public health official under
President Carter from 1977
to 1981, told The Associated
Press.

Jennifer Golisch, spokes-
woman for Philip Morris
USA Inc., said the company
supports government efforts

per-pack excise tax could
promote counterfeiting and
illegal sales over the Internet
as smokers try to avoid the
higher prices.

Penn concedes that the
incentive for illegal sales of
tobacco will increase and
suggests that some of the tax
revenue be used for height-
ened enforcement.

“Smoking has been
proven to cause lung cancer
and a host of other diseases,”
Rick Chapman of MTSU’s
Health Services said. “I would
be for anything that encour-
ages people to kick such a
habit” @

to educate the public about

FAFSA applications up sharply

Numbers almost doubled
from this time last year

By Jason Johnson
Staff Writer

As of Feb. 6, the number of
students applying for federal
student aid has nearly doubled
last year’s numbers.

Michael Roberts, a represen-
tative for the Tennessee Student
Assistance Corporation, said
that approximately 21,000 stu-
dents have applied for FAFSA so
far, squashing last year’s num-
ber of 12,000. He said that the
high number is attributed to
incoming freshman that are
taking advantage of the TSAC’s

lottery programs.

“Our projected increase in
enrollment for this fall is
between 3 and 5 percent, it’s
going to be a struggle for us,”
said Bob Glenn, vice president
for Student Affairs. He said at 3
percent the student body would
be up to about 22,900. The pro-
jected increase from last fall was
between 2 and 3 percent. The
increase he said is directly relat-
ed to the lottery scholarships.

The Lottery Board’s Web site
said that it has raised nearly $30
million dollars for education
programs in the state since it

started a month ago. It says that
the board’s goal is to raise at
least $88 million dollars by July
1 to be able to accommodate an
estimated 65,000 students
attending Tennessee colleges
and universities in the fall.

To be eligible for the Hope
scholarship (the primary lottery
scholarship), students must
graduate with the class of 2004.
They must be attending a
school that is accredited by the
Southern  Association  of
Colleges and Schools, score at
least a 19 on the ACT (890
SAT), or have at least a 3.0 GPA.
There are no provisions for high
school students of junior stand-
ing and higher for lottery schol-
arships.

In an effort to stem the

growing population of MTSU,
students must now have at least
a 3.0 or a 20 on the ACT. The
GPA for incoming freshman at
UT is a 3.34, and they are hop-
ing to set the average ACT score
at 27 by the year 2010. MTSU is
second to only the University of
Tennessee at what schools des-
ignated they wanted to attend
first on the ACT.

“As of right now, it’s bear-
able,” said Shawn Lacroix, a sen-
ior computer science major.
“The [Keathley University
Center| is obviously overcrowd-
ed, but at least we have the
[James Union Building cafete-
ria] and the Cyber cafe. I can’t
imagine what it's going to be
like in a couple of years.” @
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From the Associated Press

By David Hunter
Senior Staff Writer

The Rutherford County bas-
ketball season is finishing up
this week with non-district
action.

Siegel High got the week
started by getting swept at
home by Centennial High.

The Lady Stars ran into foul
trouble in the final quarter with
three starters and a bench play-
er combining for 14 fouls.
Three of those players took a
seat on the bench after fouling
out. The Cougars took advan-
tage and hit 6 of 8 from the foul
line to seal the 58-53 victory.

Siegel’s Tikedra Jones led all
scorers with 17 points, while
Bianca Turner had 13 tops for
the Lady Cougars.

The Lady Stars fall to 6-20;
Centennial goes to 7-17.

On the boys’ side, Siegel had
the early advantage on the
Cougars with a 10-point lead in
the second quarter. However,
Centennial fought back by
outscoring the Stars 41-30 in
the final half for the 70-63 vic-
tory.

Cougars’ Shekeb Folad and
Bryce Carden had 21 points
apiece to lead all scorers. Jimmy
Oden had 17 points, tops for
the Stars.

Siegel drops
Centennial is now 19-8.

Siegel ends their regular sea-
son tonight at Smyrna.

Riverdale High defended
their home court with both the

14-11;

to

boys and girls defeating
Brentwood High on Tuesday
night.

In the girls’ game, the Lady
Warriors defeated the first-
place team in District 11-AAA,
54-48.

It was the Lady Warriors sev-
enth consecutive victory, and
snapped Brentwood’s six wins
in a row.

Lady Warrior Anne-Marie
Lanning scored 19 points tops
for all scorers. Lauren Dugger
and Tay Brogdon scored 18 and
16, respectively, for Brentwood.

Riverdale is now 21-7, while
Brentwood falls to 22-4.

The Riverdale boys defeated
the Bruins 59-47 to complete
the sweep. Labrian Lyons had
15 points for Riverdale, while
Chris Orr had 13 to lead
Brentwood.

Riverdale is now 21-4, while
Brentwood is 9-14.

The Warriors end their sea-
son tonight at home against
Gallatin.

Oakland High completed
their regular season at home
against Hunters Lane.

The Lady Patriots had no
trouble with a 30-point
blowout, 54-24. Hunters Lane
was held to fewer than 10 points
in each quarter.

Hayes scored 21 points
including five shots from long
distance.

Tiffany Scales was the top
scorer for Hunters Lane with
nine points.

The Lady Patriots finishes
the season at 19-5, and has the
No. 2 seed in next week’s
District 7-AAA tournament.

The Oakland boys’ held off
Hunters Lane for the 60-56 vic-
tory. Ro Murray and Brady Neal
each had 12 points for the
Patriots, while  Brandon
Springer had 21 for Hunters
Lane.

Oakland finishes the regular
season at 18-6.

The boys are also a No.2 seed
in the upcoming district tour-
nament and will play host No.7
seed White County next week.

Blackman had their final
home game of the season
against Kenwood on Tuesday
night. It was Senior Night for
the first class that spent their
entire four years at Blackman.

The Lady Blaze defeated

STSTRAVEL.COM
# Tour

1-800-648-4849 / www.ststravel.com

Kenwood 56-38 with Niki
Hughes scoring 18 points in the
game, 16 of those came in the
opening half. Alana Hicks
added 15, including 12 in the
second half for Blackman.

Patrice Wade scored 22
points for Kenwood.

The Lady Blaze improved to
15-11 on the season.

For the 10th consecutive
game, the boys’ team held their
opponents to 50 points or
under as the Blaze won 83-50.

Ben Sneed lead the way with
22 points for the Blaze, while
Kris Lee and David Price added
19 and 17 points respectively.

The Blaze’s record is now 18-
6 on the season.

Blackman finishes their sea-
son on Friday against LaVergne.

Some of the games for next
week’s District 7-AAA tourna-

ment are set, but dates and
times won't be announced until
this weekend.

The tournament will take
place at White County High. @

band: $ (undisclosed amount)

soy cappuccinos: $250
make-up & wardrobe: $7000 Y <app $

camera crew: $1200 a day

you are here: priceless

OO TTTCO POT O

VIO TR Iy

Go to mastercard.com to apply for an internship making a music video for the band Hoobastank.
there are some things money can’t buy. for everything else there’s MasterCard®
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Murfreesboro, Tenn.

From the Editorial Board

Get busy in March
SGA elections

In light of the recent head to head political com-
petition we like to call the presidential campaigns, we
would like to encourage the MTSU student body to
become a part of our very own political process by
voting in the upcoming Student Government
Association elections.

There are a number of ways one can get involved
with the SGA, including simply participating in the
voting process.

Students can also run for such prestigious posi-
tions as president, executive vice president/speaker of
the Senate, vice president of administration and pub-
lic affairs and election commissioner.

Students can also apply to be senators for several
colleges within the university looking for representa-
tion. Business, Basic and Applied Science, Education
and Behavioral Science, Liberal Arts, Mass
Communication and Honors colleges are all looking
for new senators.

The become one, students need only have a
cumulative GPA of 2.0 or better at the time of candi-
dacy and maintain it throughout the term of the
office.

SGA Election Commissioner Brittany Rogers said
it herself, that voting is a way for students to get their
voice heard.

Participating in the elections is an opportunity for
students to become an intregral part of the spectacu-
lar democratic procedure that has been so essential
to our governmental prosperity. Keep the free
exchange of ideas continuing and flowing through
the rungs of our university. Become the decision
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Threat to freedom exists in Iraq

Once upon a time, in a land far,
far away, courageous men and
women ventured to stop the evil
dictator Saddam Hussein.

In a very short time, Hussein’s
palace was ransacked, and much to
the interest of many, the soldiers
found Hussein had been unfaith-
ful to his wife and had a sex palace
of sorts. But that’s a different fairy
tale altogether.

Saddam ran away and hid in a
hole, attempted to show his adora-
tion for ZZ Top by growing a
beard and then decided to wait for
the friendly men and women with
guns to take him to his yearly doc-
tor’s appointment and new home
— complete with bars, guards and
all the handcuffs a man could
want.

I wish the story ended here, and
for many it has. The people in this
little tale aren’t figments of our
imaginations. They’re real. They
eat, bleed and die.

And they're still dying.

However, it’s easy to forget that
when it’'s been months since
Baghdad fell to U.S. forces. The
media sure hasn’t given enough

Super Bowl, commercials

Four Shots of Espresso

Alan Coulter
Staff Columnist

coverage to a war that’s still ongo-
ing, but my beef isn’t with them.

What in the world is
Washington thinking? The Bush
administration hasn’t even men-
tioned the soldiers since Bush’s lit-
tle turkey-serving party for
Thanksgiving. We might have
heard a “War is tragic” every now
and again, but little else.

Monday, I clicked on CNN, and
the headline read, “2 U.S. Soldiers
Killed in Iraq.” Two more sons or
daughters died and won’t be com-
ing home.

The latest deaths bring the
death toll during Operation: Iraqi
Freedom to 542. Saddam is cap-
tured, and Iraqi Freedom is still
going on. This should tell us
somethinc folks.

Appei«ily Saddam Hussein

doesn’t  equal  oppression.
Apparently, because freedom still
hasn’t been established and there
are still people fighting our pres-
ence in Irag, maybe, just maybe,
there are other forces at work
behind the supposed dictatorship.

If all the evil’s guilt were on
Saddam’s hands, then Iraqis would
be dancing in the streets instead of
planting roadside bombs like they
did to kill the latest American sol-
diers. Hussein is guilty of many
heinous evils, by all means, but
there are definitely other factors at
work.

But there’s good news. The 542
deaths of military personnel are
still “376 under hostile circum-
stances,” according to figures given
to CNN by U.S. military figures.

Check my math here. For any
military action to be considered
hostile, 918 men and women must
die. Is that right?

The absurdity of that number
appalls me. Why 918? It should be
one. If this doesn’t stop, at death
917, the United States will still be
babbling, “Still not hostile. No, no,
no.” What possibly could be more

hostile than war?

Oh, that’s right. I forgot.
Operation: Iraqi Freedom techni-
cally isn’t a war. But to me, in my
naive mind, I can’t help but think
“war” when soldiers are shipped
out, enter into combat, throw
down an entire governmental sys-
tem, come back maimed or in
body bags or ... should I go on?

I’'m not implying the president
has no concern for human life. 1
actually believe the opposite, but
Bush is a little concerned with
another date on the calendar other
than Thanksgiving this year.

He needs votes, and while the
campaign in Iraq boosted his pop-
ularity, soldiers still getting killed
for that operation would only hurt
him.

Make of that what you will, but
we still need to be supporting our
troops, writing Washington to
bring them home and praying for
their safety. Heaven knows they
need it. ¢

Alan Coulter is a senior English
major and can be reached via e-

mail at ajcch@mtsu.edu.

Letters to the Editor ——
English language of class;

WebMT.

November.

makers and reap the benefits of your actions.
Students may vote for SGA candidates from
March 16 through March 18. The process is simple
and can be completed in a matter of minutes. Just log
onto PipelineMT and enter the SGA folder through

Image, just by logging on to PipelineMT and
clicking your mouse a couple of times you can make
the difference in a governmental elections. Let’s this
be encouragement to not only vote in the MTSU
elections, but to vote in the presidential elections in

Take your government into your own hands and
become an active participant. ¢

Correction

In yesterday's article "Gannett acquires local daily”
on page 4, the former publisher of The Daily News
Journal was misidentified. The name should have read
Tom Larimer. Sidelines regrets the error.

Yesterday  former
Democratic presidential
candidate Howard Dean

officially ended his
hopeless quest for the
White House.

Dean, who enjoyed a
stint as the party’s fron-
trunner before any of the
actual voting started,
announced that he
would not continue his
campaign, but he did
announce he would sup-
port whichever candi-
date receives the nomi-
nation.

Dean also stated what
has become the motto of
all Democrats: “The bot-
tom line is we must beat
George W. Bush, whatev-
er it takes.”

Right on, Howie. At
the end of a hard day of
shaking hands, kissing
babies and failing to win
every primary and cau-
cus thus far, it really does
come down tq beating
Bush, and Dean’s not the
man to do it.

Dean ran a good

campaign in the begin-
ning, but if I had to pin
his demise to one specif-
ic event, it would have to
be the screaming inci-
dent in lowa.

From the Opinions Editor

Dean ends his run
for Democratic nod

Wendy Caldwell
Opinions Editor

the

While crowd-
pumping vocal extrava-
ganza may have seemed
like a good idea at the
time, and the Dean sup-
porters appreciated the
pep talk, the majority of
the rest of the popula-
tion was seriously
freaked out.

And for good reason.
Appearing as a raving
lunatic doesn’t exactly
scream, “I would make a
competent president.”

Then again, last time
I checked, competency
wasn’t a requirement.

I’'m glad Dean is will-
ing to support whomev-

er the party deems fit to
defeat Bush in
November.

Be it Kerry or

Edwards, who are cur-
rently leading the polls,
or the two working
together, the Democrats
must remain united in
order to take over the
White House and stop
taking over Iraq. ¢

meant for adult audience

Is there no end to
ridiculous lawsuits? A
woman decided to sue
Janet  Jackson, Justin
Timberlake, CBS, MTV
and Viacom over the
“mishap” during the Super
Bowl.

Think for just one
minute about all the other
things in the show that
could be deemed offensive:
girls dancing in underwear
or not much else and
Justin slapping Janet’s rear
end. Jackson had more
clothes on than any of the
dancers, even with her
breast exposed for a couple
of seconds.

If you found it offen-
sive, OK, but if you don’t
want to be offended by
something on television,
don’t watch it.

Sex sells everything. It’s
impossible to escape. The
only way to avoid the “sex
sells” mentality is to
unplug the television and
radio and throw out all of
your newspapers and mag-
azines. If you don’t want to
see something that could
be offensive, stick to chil-
dren’s books.

Don’t sue entertainers
for entertaining. Things
happen on live television
that are out of the control

Sandi’s Logic ]I
i

Sandi Van Orden
Staff Colummist

of those in production.
And, if you want to believe
it or not, it’s not the job of
those producers to protect
viewers from something
they don't like.

It could be said the

Super Bowl should be
something for the whole
family, but who are we kid-
ding? Were any commer-
cials directed toward kids?
Of course not, but there
were commercials for beer
and Viagra, among other
things.

The advertisers are on
to something. Not many
children sit and watch the
entire game, so they mar-
ket to those who do. It
doesn’t matter who you
think the Super Bowl
should be for. It’s directed
at a particular audience,
and children aren’t the
people advertisers are tar-
geting.

If you're upset that your
child saw a woman’s breast

Email letters to the editor to slopinio@mtsu.edu.

on national television, I
have one question: Why
was your child watching
the game? Parents please
take a little responsibility
for allowing your children
to watch something they
shouldn’t have.

The only reason a child
should have seen any of
the game was if he was
grabbing something to eat.

This may be an off the
wall idea, but my brother
and 1 always played with
friends in one room while
the adults watched the
game in the den. I never
felt I missed anything, and
when we 'were old enough
to enjoy the entire game,
we began watching it.

If you're someone who
was deeply offended by the
halftime shenanigans, just
remember what you were
subjected to before you
turn on the game next
year. Better stick to
Nickelodeon and the
Disney Channel from now
on.

For everyone else, enjoy
next year’s game. I know I
will.

Sandi Van Orden is a

junior journalism major

and can be reached via e-
mail at slv2e@mtsu.edu.

CAN YA BELIEVE THE
YANKEE'S TAyROLL'S GONNA
BE MORE THAN ¥187 MILLION

AMERICA
THE IS -
GRACEFUL.

Spanish ads target voters
To the editor:

Jeremy Coseo’s analysis of the Mexican-American
immigrant dynamic (“El Presidente Bush,” Feb. 4) is
a cumbersome one. With the Hispanic immigrant
population in Rutherford County steadily growing
and making clear understanding more important, |
feel compelled to call Coseo on his views.

Coseo’s article spirals in on a desire (promoted to
the level of a need) for “freedom from Spanish,”
embroidered with some rather banal, uncontrover-
sial views on illegal immigration. He doesn’t recog-
nize the obvious: that the targeted listener of John
Kerry’s or George Bush’s Spanish-language cam-
paign ads is a registered voter — a U.S. citizen — not
an illegal immigrant.

If Coseo actually distinguished between the two,
he would’ve had no basis to drag in the issue of ille-
gal immigration. The problem isn’t that anyone has
sold out our history or profaned the English lan-
guage, but rather that many U.S. citizens simply have
a really hard time acknowledging a Hispanic pres-
ence that’s actually legal.

Neither the importance of heritage nor the
importance of sound immigration policy has much
to do with speaking Spanish on television to address
a constituency. I've seen this issue spark real fear, the
type of fear people feel when they think someone is
talking about them behind their backs: a type of
paranoia, a terror of “what could be next?”

A huge sector of Hispanic immigrants (including
illegal ones) look down upon the cliquish use of
Spanish, and view the use of English as a sign of
class, education and direction.

Take a look at the course listings of the Tennessee
Foreign Language Institute, and you’ll see that
English as a Second Language is one of the hottest
offerings — and the classes aren’t cheap. Clearly,
English is alive and well. A campaign ad or two in
Spanish won’t take this away.

And even if it did? The survival of English as the
language of class in the United States has had little to
do with any special claim to prominence and even
less to do with national heritage. The sooner people
realize this, the sooner they’ll see the importance of
engaging newcomers who speak other languages and
the sooner they’ll understand that paranoia is just
another form of laziness.

Richard E. Morris
Associate Professor
Spanish and Linguistics

Super Bowl show offensive

To the editor:

This is written in response to Wendy Caldwell’s
column on Feb. 4 (“Chill out FCC - it’s just Janet’s
breast”). Caldwell states that she doubts the incident
“was anyone’s first look at a breast” and that the inci-
dent “wasn’t offensive.”

Caldwell’s analysis of the event is ignorant of the
concerns of American families as well as a large por-
tion of the Super Bowl audience. What many people
found so offensive wasn’t the naked breast itself but
the context in which Jackson was exposed.

The Jackson/Timberlake incident was obscene for
a G-rated event. My question for Caldwell: What
part of an American icon ripping off a woman’s
clothes and bearing that woman’s nakedness while
using sexually suggestive language in front of an

Letters Policy

Sidelines welcomes let-
ters to the editor from
all readers. Please e-
mail letters to slopinio@mtsu.edu, and include
your name and a phone number for verifica-
tion. Sidelines will not publish anonymous let-
ters. We reserve the right to edit for grammar,
length and content.
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unsuspecting family audience isn’t offensive?

Actions like that create the image that demeaning
language and behavior toward women bordering on
sexual assault is acceptable, and that sort of message
can’t be afforded the largest TV audience of the year.

The Federal Communications Commission does-
n’t need to reconsider what is obscene, but Caldwell
might. That behavior is something parents don’t
want their children “familiar” with. It's unfortunate
that degenerates can ruin the party for families
wanting to enjoy an American tradition.
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MT Men’s Basketball

Next Game Feb. 21
Blue Raiders

at Arkansas-Little Rock
Tipoff at 7 p.m.
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MT women

MT point guard Bryan Smithson drives past an Arkansas State University defender i

Games crucial to securing SBC tous

PORTS

MT Women’s Basketball
Next Game Feb. 21
Arkansas-Little Rock

at Murphy Center

Tipoff at 7 p.m.

Thursday, February 19, 2004

By Colby Sledge

\ssistant Sports Editor

T'he Lady Raiders head back out on the
road this weekend to take on the University
ot Arkansas-Ltl
of Memphis.

Rock and the University

I\ll\i(“(' Tennessee head women's tennis
coach Randy Holden 1s w rmed about
his team’s peitorman ym the
Racquet Club ot Murfrees! were 1the
Lady Raideis are 3-0 th

“I really feel th S -11_)(1.
we can kind ol bond ogetl | havi
!"\k'l\l)"r:'. [u;‘(-[h._'r on th i page fon
two days, and 1 think thar h Holden
said. “At hom vervbod L degree

file Photo

Right: MT junior Jennifer Klaschlea,
left, is 4-2 this season in singles play,
including a 6-1, 6-1 victory over
SLU’s Amanda Hellberg Sunday.

n

MT

more free time than they do on the road.”

MT is coming off a 7-0 victory over St.
Louts University Sunday, the team’s third
win in its last four matches. No. 54 Manon
Kruse extended her singles winning streak
to six matches with a 6-1, 6-0 victory over
SI.U’s Katarina Lozanova. A

Holden expects Kruse to move up in the
next edition of the Intercollegiate Tennis
\ssociation singles rankings, which will be
released Feb. 24,

She should move up probably to the
30s, maybe low 40s at least, but she’s always
been the staple of our lineup,” Holden said.

Kruse defeated No. 23 Aibika Kalsarieva
of the University of Kentucky Jan. 24 and
has not lost a set this season.

The Lady Raiders travel to Little Rock,
Ark., Friday to face a Trojan team that has
not lost a match all season. UALR (8-0)
remained perfect after a 4-3 victory over

Murfreesboro, Tenn.

on road again for two matches

Holden, however, isn’t very impressed by
the Trojans’ record.

“They don’t really play the schedule we
do, so that’s kind of deceiving, some of their
results,” Holden said. “I think we’re a lot
more talented than they are, to be honest
with you.”

UALR sophomore Ellie Vicary was
named the Sun Belt Conference women'’s
tennis Player of the Week Wednesday.
Vicary is 8-0 this season, but she has not
played higher than No. 3 in singles play.

MT holds a 7-3 all-time record against
UALR, including a 6-1 victory over the
Trojans last season.

Sunday the Lady Raiders face in-state
opponent Memphis, whom MT defeated 4-
1 last season at home. Before their loss to
UALR, the Lady Tigers (3-2) had won their
last three matches, including a 5-1 victory
over Tennessee Tech Feb. 14. Memphis is led

Miller | StaHf Photographer
92-86 win jan. 15.

nament bid

[ennessee

Tech University and a 7-0
shutout against Memphis last week.

See Tennis, 8

ad to Arkansas | The Greatest Victory

A month-long tribute

By Katy Hamlett
Staff Writer

Leroy “Satchel” Paige was
[ born July 7, 1906 in Mobile, Ala.,
as the seventh of 11 children.

Paige’s first job was carrying
bags for passengers at Union

Station in Mobile. Thinking he

could earn m: 1¢ money by car

rying more bags, or satchels, at
I one time, Paige constructed a
| harness device that allowed him
| to cart many bags in one round.

According to the New York Times
| Book of Sports Legends, fellow co-
workers jokingly said the device
made him look like “a walking
satchel tree,” coining Paige’s
famous nickname.

Paige joined the Negro
Baseball Leagues in 1927, pitch-
ing for the Black Barons. Head
coach Bill Greenwood taught
Paige a few of what would
become his later infa-
mous pitch-

By Katy Hamlett our team will go in with a lot  tournament bids. ‘ SB detensive es. includ-
Staff Writer of confidence” l'he Blue Raid il con | lefensive ing the
ASU is home to the Sun  tinue their r 1oL “barber,” A
After a 65-48 win against Belt Conference’s two leading  Razorback territos | to the which
the University of Denver at scorers, junion guards  the UALR Trojn irday [ ible to grazed the
Murphy Center Saturday, the  Dewarick Spencer and )] In the teams’ last meetn f press chin of
Middle Tennessee men’s bas- Montgomery. At the Jan. 15 Jan. 17, the Blue | I's gainst t h e
ketball team will hit the road game in Murphy Center,  68-606 to the Trojan.. Point ng i bat-
this week to face Arkansas Montgomery netted 4 transition becam id) ter,
State University and the points, falling short only to factor with each teanm makin * | loubleheader last and
University of Arkansas-Little  MT junior guard Mike Dean, 15 turnovers turda luded an intense the
Rock. who scored a career-high 30 Junior guard Michael double overtime 100-95 loss
After winning 92-86 in points, Cuffee played his best game of  to the Western Division'’s sec
overtime in their last meeting “I think we’ve been playing  the season against UALR Jan. ond-ranked University of |
in January, MT is going into harder in the last month,” 17, playing 36 minutes and New Orleans. In the team’s
the ASU game on Thursday Dean said. “The last couple of  scoring 17 points. next game against FIU, the
with a fairly high level of self- games, we've been defending “We're looking forward to  Trojans snagged a more com

assurance. better.”

“We've played very well

against ASU the last two victory over Florida and running good offense keeping  th
years,” MT head coach Kermit International University  Cuffee said. “So hopefully we  defense field
Davis said. “We won at their Monday, the Indians will be wont  have  so  mam inder 40 per
place last year. That doesn’t . anxious for another win turnovers.”

mean we are going to win, but

Talkin’ baseball: Season begins

By Jon Leffew
Staff Writer

After an exciting and eventful offseason
full of workouts and preparation, the
Middle Tennessee baseball team will begin
their 2004 campaign later this week as they
host Indiana University-Purdue University
Fort Wayne for three games.

A handful of pre-season honors given to
some MT players have Blue Raider fans
excited about the upcoming season, yet last
year’s Sun Belt Conference champions were
selected to finish fourth by the league’s
coaches.

“What you have to remember is, we were
up and down last year,” MT head coach
Steve Peterson said. “Getting the key players
on the field and healthy was very important.
We made some adjustments, and the last 20
ball games, we were a solid ball club.”

Fourteen upperclassmen return from last
year’s team, eight pitchers and six other
players who have played in at least 45 games.

This group will be led by junior third
baseman Brett Carroll. Carroll led the Blue
Raiders in almost every offensive category
last season (19 home runs, 52 runs batted in,
.330 average) and was named a preseason
All-American by the National Baseball
Writers Association, Louisville Slugger and

See Baseball, 7

After ASU’s decisive 82-57

Thursday in the race for SBC

going oul and just maintain fortable 62-4¢
ing and holding on to the ball Davis ha

UALR’s defense ranks se

Fhoto courtasy of MT Media Relations
returning pitchers for the Blue
Raiders this season. Last year Church went 4-! in 13 appearances.

MT pitcher BJ Church is one of eight

win

See UALR, 8
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because of his age, even though
no one seemed to know just how
old he was. According to the
Kansas City Online Library, Paige
[ claimed that his birth certificate
was in a bible that was eaten by
the family goat.

“Age is a question of mind
over matter,” Paige was quoted
| in John Holway’s book Josh and
| Satch. “If you don’t mind age, age
| don’t matter.”

Unfortunately for Paige, age
mattered a lot to ABL owners at
the time. As soon as Jackie
Robinson entered the scene in
1947, the Negro Leagues almost
immediately fell apart, leaving
hundreds of potential signees for

Ageless Paige used
humor for progress

the NBL and ABL. At age 41
(though many thought he was
close to 50), Paige was thought to
be past his prime by most own-
ers.

Cleveland Indians owner Bill
Veeck, who signed Larry Doby,
the first black athlete in the
American Baseball League, even-

'y signed Paige in 1948.
Though the signing was criti-
cized as a publicity stunt, Paige
silenced critics after shutting out
the Chicago White Sox in a 5-0
series that year.

That same series included the
Aug. 20, 1948 game seen by
78,382 fans, which remains the
attendance record for a single
baseball game as cited in the
Baseball Hall of Fame.

At the end of the 1948 season,
rumors were flying that Paige
would be named Rookie of the
Year. At age 42, Paige replied to
the nominations coyly, “I wasn’t
sure which year the gentlemen
had in mind.”

Paige was traded to St. Louis
in 1951 and finished his last full
season in the ABL with Kansas
City two years later. After his
retirement, Paige used his

publicity buzz to take a
chance with politics and

film. Paige even
wrote an
autobi-
ography
enti-

tled

Maybe I'll

Never Stop
Pitching.

Paige was inducted into
the Baseball Hall of Fame in
1971. Widely known for his
outlandish antics, such as

putting fish in the
team shower,
and his
quotable
quotes, Paige’s
real influence
on baseball and
society is often
overlooked.
“When the laughs
died down, there remained a

in the long record of accomplish-
| Negro ments that
| League, Photo courtesy of National Baseball Hall of fame helped change
| Paige was the face of the

passed over in 1947 by the country” Holway writes in the

American  Baseball League introduction of his book.

* “In 1933, he had a winning
stretch of 21 consecutive games
and 62 scoreless innings,” Marc
Patcher, author of Champions of
American Sport, wrote. “There
were weeks on end when he
pitched daily, and twice on
Saturday and Sunday. And yet he
won and won again.”

Paige drew sold-out crowds to
every game he pitched. Even
before the Civil Rights move-
ment reached its peak, Paige
became an inspiration for aspir-
ing black athletes.

Paige died on June 8, 1942,
three days after he attended the
dedication of the Satchel Paige
Stadium in Kansas City.®




Baseball: Expectations up

Continued from 6

Baseball America.

Joining Carroll on the NBWA
squad is teammate Chase Swing.
Swing emerged as the Blue Raider
closer during mid-April of last
season, leading the team with 27
appearances and 11 saves.

Joining these two in the infield
will be several talented and
proven players.

MT has the luxury of having
four talented catchers, led by Troy
Harp, who was voted the best
defensive catcher in the SBC by
the coaches prior to this season.

Senior Derek Phillips and two
freshmen, Michael McKenry and
Tommy Decker, should also see
playing time behind the plate
throughout the season.

Jeff Beachum, Nate Jaggers
and Josh Archer will join Carroll
in the infield. All of these players
saw extended playing time at
their I'C\pC(li\'C positions last sea
son.

-Roaming the outfield this year
will be senior Chuck Akers, a sen
ior centerfielder who has started
all but one game in his career

Joining Akers will likely
Shane Kemp, Marcus Taylor «

Sales

Name brand sofa, chair and otta-
man. Excellent condition. $700
Cherry cocktail and end table.
Excellent conditen $70. Call
896-4073.

Photo paper for sale 4x6 9ml 20
per box $5,8x!1 7.5 ml |5 per
box $7. Contact or Curt 893-
0469, Wesley Foundation.

1983 BMWV 320: automatic, sun-
roof, leather, air. $750 or best
offer 217-8057 or 397-2365.

Brand new white hot point
refrigerator with ice-maker.
Retails at HD/Lowes for $598.
Sale w/ free local delivery, $375
firm. Call 615-578-3377 for

more info.

Large Coca-Cola. Glass Front
merchant style reach-in
Cooler/refrigerator. Free local
Delivery sale for $375. Call 615-
578-3377 for Details.

New Never installed Kholer 6
Jet Hydramassage Luxury Bath
Tub. Complete with motor
assymbly. Measures almost 6 ft
by 4 fu Retails for over $1000.
Sale with free local delivery,
$575. Please call 615-578-3377
for more info.

Female black lab, AKC regis-
tered, 9 months old, spayed and
current shots. Friendly, loving
and smart. Must sell. $90. Call
890-8791 before 6 p.m.

For Sale: Car Stereo equipment.
2 Cerwin Vega subs in custom
box, 3 Amps, all high end wiring.
$500 obo. Large sleeper sofa.
$60 obo. Large entertainment
center. Accomodates 32" TV
with room for components
behind glass doors, $75 obo. 300
MGHZ computer with 256
megs or ram.  Great
Internet/Word processor
machine. Comes with 14" mon-
itor $170 obo. Wooden side
table 3" x 18" $40 obo. Contact
Kristi @ 867-4826 or 473-2473.

Brilliant Solitary Engagement
Ring. 3/4 plus carot Diamond
Solitare. Teardrop shaped on a
white gold band. Asking $1100.
Contact Edward 494-8864.

7.2 inch Pyle remote controlled
fip down cart TV New with
dome lights $200 obo. New
Custom built Sun visor with 7.2
inch Casio TV with remote con-
trol $200 obo. Call 901-351-
7480.

1993 Toyota Camry XLE, green,
auto, CD, sunroof, power, leather,
147K miles. $3300. Contact
Adam or Kim, 366-5105 or
668-9015.

Twin Mattress and box springs
set for sale. Almost new. $90
obo. Bedding available for extra.
Call 668-2014

Scuba gear!! Fins, booties, mask.
$200. Call Amanda 653-3046.

k3 * J o H N
MAYER**SeNsUal *mellow*Ac
oustict~ 3 Concert tickets for
sale. Mid-south Coliseum,

any number of the talented Blue
Raider freshmen.

While Swing leads the reliev-
crs, \C\'L‘l'.ll starters .II.\'() return
after having successful campaigns
last year.

Steve Kline, John Williams,
Chris Mobley, B] Church and
Shay Horseman all have starting
experience from last season.

The squad welcomes the addi
tion of Eric Blevins, a junior
transfer who ranked in the top 10
in the nation in earned run aver-
age at Walters State Community
College.

In addition to the returning
letter-winners all over the field,
the Blue Raiders had an excep-
tional 2004 recruiting class, so
several freshmen could step up
for MT this spring.

“My biggest expectations are
improving in league standings
where we could compete for the
league championship,” Peterson
\.11\1 “ we can \.\'”)l‘("l(‘ for a
league championship, we will
lock up a spot in the INCAA
fournament

MT will begin conference play
Mar. 26 in Las Cruces, N.M,,
against  New Mexico State
University. @

Memphis, TN Feb. 28, 2004

7:30pm.. Section T-N Row

Seats |-3.WERE PRICED %135
$133 lower

_EPTED, am VERY

will sell for
OFFERS ACC
willing §
rbk2b@mtsu.ed

to go lower. Emai

Hippie stick sale!
Brand new black
shell acoustic guitar case. Never
been used. $50. Contact Katie

504-296-2509

hard

Gator

1968 Ford Mustang for sale.
Great condition, new engine,. 3-
speed. $8000 obo.423-902-0401

03' Honda Civic Ex Coupe. 5
spd. 4k, power windows, door-
locks, mirror sunroof, remote
keyless entry, am/fm, CD,
Loaded. Must sell, bought anoth-
er car. Blk/Blk. Call 931-607-
9077.Iv. msg. $15,700. obo.

Sociology: A Down to Earth
Approach 6th Edition textbook
for sale. Godd condition. Selling
for $45. Call 615-898-3484.

Very nice computer desk/stand
for sale! Excellent condition,
approx. 4' tall with raised levels
for monitor, tower, and printer.
$40 obo. Contact Allison at

(423)506-1197 or
alc2q@mtsu.edu.
Microphone, AKG C1000S.

Condenser, w/ hard case $115
call 867-9052.

Guitar Amp-Fender Bassman 50
Vintage tube tone 1973. $325
Call 867-9052.

Beautiful halter style beaded
wedding dress. Size 10. Includes
Underskirt, tiara veil, shoes size
6 1/2, caketopper, flowerbasket,
ring pillow, feather pen set, bub-
bles, and ring treasure box. All

$500. Call 653-8401.

Leather Harley Davidson Jacket
size large. Flame embroidered
sleeves and eagle on back
“Harley Davidson” “Live to
Ride" also on back. $250. Also
Leather Harley Davidson Chaps.
Size Med. Worn twice. $250
653-8401.

‘03 Honda Civic EX coupe. 4 K,
pw, pd, sunroof, spoiler, alloy
wheels, am/fm, CD, blk/blk,
bought new car, must sell.
$15,700 obo. 931-607-9077.
Leave message.

Kurtzwell SP76 digital stage
piano. $450 obo. 615-403-7002.

Formal Dresses - 3 available blue
satin, silver spagetti strap and
black sequence & beads, sizes 6-
8 $25-50 call 931-607-9077.

Employment

Part-time employment 25
mins. from MTSU. Now hiring
for front desk help. Hours are
3pm-| |pm Tues. & Thurs.
Please feel free to fax resume
to 615-793-9050 or come in
and apply in person. |-24 Exit
64, Super 8!!

Servers/Cooks needed.
Maggio’s Italian Restaurant is
looking for experienced
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By Matthew Adair
Staff Writer

Friday and Sunday.

Monday.

ranked except for Belmont.”

The Middle Tennessee men’s tennis squad
will go up against two opponents at home, tak-
ing on the University of Memphis and Purdue
University at the Racquet Club of Murfreesboro

The Blue Raiders are hoping for a victory
after facing two back-to-back losses, falling 6-1
to Virginia Tech Feb. 14 and 5-2 to Georgia Tech

MT’s first opponent, Memphis, has been
playing strong since opening their season this
year. After falling 6-1 against the University of
Tennessee Jan. 24, the Tigers came back and
won their next three contests against University
of Tennessee-Martin, Tennessee Tech University
and 1llinois State University to improve to 3-1.

Head coach Dale Short, however, sees the
Tigers’ winning streak as nothing to fear.

“Memphis plays a much weaker schedule
than we do,” Short said. “Essentially, they’ve
only played one team that’s ranked thus far,
where every team that we've played has been

I'he real challenge for the Blue Raiders seems
to be the number of injuries affecting their per-
formance, including a recent knee injury to sen-
ior Trevor Short. Doctors are unsure of the
exact cause, and Trevor has required multiple

See Hoping, 8

Men’s tennis squad looks to rebound

File Photo
MT senior Trevor Short returned to action Monday against Georgia
Tech. Short injured his knee Feb. 10 and missed one match.

servers and cooks. Please
apply between 2-4pm Mon.-
Sun. 2910 S. Church St.

Wanted: CNA for handi-
capped student on campus to
provide 24 hour care. $1000
sign on bonus with this ad
Please fax resume to 931-
645-7663 or call for an appli-
cation at 931-552-3782, ext.
24|.E.O.E.

Local Accounting firm is in need
of a marketing rep to set up
appointments and make presen-
tations to prospective clients.
You will be the first point of
contact with the potential
client. 15-20 hrs/week. 75%
appointment setting, 25% pre-
sentations. Required skills:
Excellent communication &
presentation skills. Self-starter
who works on own initiative.
Fast learner, previous sales/mar-
keting experience preferred.
Training provided. Base pay and
generous commission structure.
Fax resumes with salary expec-
tations to 217-3043 or
jobs@integral-solutions.com

$800 Weekly Guaranteed.
Stuffing envelopes. Send a self-
adressed envelope to SCARAB
Marketing. 28 E. Jackson, 10th
floor, Suite 938, Chicago, lllinois
60604.

Positions available for energetic
people who want to be part of
something big and have money
to prove it! Both undergrad and
grad. students accepted for
both part and full-time posi-
tions. Email is best. amcke-
viz@yahoo.com Or 615-898-
3369.

Bartender Trainees
Needed!

#250 a day potential. Local
positions. 1800-293-3985 ext.
305.

Internships

Attention: College Students!
Eight Summer Intern Openings.
The Southwestern Company.
Challenging and Rewarding
experience for resume. Average
$2312 per month. Get details at
888-478-5330.

Opportunities

Guitarists & Drummer needed
to tour with nationally success-
ful rock band. Influences include
Rage, Foo Fighters, Deftones.
Call 615-340-9500 for more
info.

Services

Need Help Writing/Typing
Papers?? | can type your papers
for you, or help edit your papers.
Email me. Dmp2m@mtsu.edu

Dtgr/lU Write It — Freelance
Typing and Word processing Iris
McGee, Creator Send to: 2|1
Old Flat Ck Rd. Shelbyville, TN
37160. Fax: 931-695-5544
Specialty: Resumes.

STEEL BUILDINGS Winter

CLASSIFIEDS

Clearance. Factory Seconds &
Freight Damaged. 20x30, 25x36,
30x48 Financing Available, Buy
now w/ FREE Storage &
Delivery 800-222-6335.

Handyman Affordable 24 Hour
Home repair, plumbing, electri-
cal, drywall and more. 568-7219.

Give your special lady a gift that
is unique and memorable. Have
Phi Mu Alpha sing a list of songs
we have available. Singing will
take place on Friday, Feb. |3,
2004. $10 for a small ensemble,
$20 for a large ensemble. For
more info. contact Phi Mu Alpha:
sinfonia@mtsu.edu, 615-849-
7687 or 615-653-0050.

New online classifieds for MTSU
students! Post your Ads free of
charge with optional photo
upload. www.campusfair.org

Two Men and aVan. No job too
small. Just give us a call. 615-631-
7185.

ATTORNEY
Christine Barrett
890-1300
320 West Main Street, Suite
121, Murfreesboro, TN 37130
Visa/MasterCard Accepted.

Need Money Fast’ Refunds 24
Hrs. or less. Call Integral Tax
217-3044. Ask about our stu-
dent discounts. Walk-ins wel-
come.

Wanted to Buy

Cash loans on valuables. Buy
Gold Jewerly, Weapons,
Musicals, Coins. 896-
7167Come in, 1803 N.W.
Broad St. M'boro Gold-n-

Pawn

Roommate

Roommate wanted. Available
now! 3 BD 2 BA, Brand new |
story home. $375/month, all util-
ities included. Convenient to
MTSU . Call Allison for more
info. 615-293-4208.

MTSU Senior seeks female
roommate for 2 BD apt. Ewing
Blvd. Rent is $200/month plus
utilities. Call Kristin 545-7225.

Need | Roommate in a 4 BD
house. Walking distance to cam-
pus. $280/month, utl. included.
568-7219 or 896-4173.

Non-Smoker $400/month. All
bills included. Cable, Internet,
pool view. Call Jonathan. 615-
545-9255.

20 male looking for a 18-30
male/female roommate. Apt. is
1,364 sq/ft private room and pri-
vate full bath. Last roommate
skipped town so | needed a
roommate ASAP .Rent is 440
plus 1/2 utilities. Email me @
chie37076@yahoo.com  or
phone 615-337-8593

Looking for roommate to share
2-story, 3 bed duplex, just off
Northfield. 3 min. from campus.
$250/mo. plus 1/3 utilities. Call

Jenny or J.P. 895-7194 or 579-
8441.

Attention Females! Looking for
Roommate. 2BR 2BA apartment
@ University Courtyard. You
have your own bedroom and
bathroom. $485/month, all utili-
ties included and fully furnished.
Need roommate ASAP!! Call
Lisa @ 6464906 or Tessa @
506-6328 for more info.

For Rent

Room to rent Lavergne.
Bedroom with private bath,
walk-in closet, washer/dryer.
Convenient location.
$400/month and /2 utilities.
Non-smoker, no pets. Call 793-
4001.

Raiders Crossing Apt for rent-
425, 3 BD, 3 BA and fully fur-
nished. #! apt. in awards. Call me
Saleh at 615-456-671 |.

Apt. for Rent-Spacious 2 BD 2
full BA @ Chelsea Place near
duck pond, running path, and
pool. $679/ month. Call 867-
9798.

This house is reaqdy for your
new and exciting 2004 spring
semester at MTSU. lLarge 2-
story house. 3 miles from cam-
pus. 5 spacious rooms for MTSU
students. $250/month + utilities.
$350 security deposit. Central
H/A. Culligan drinking water. Call
898-2005.

Room for rent. 3 BD/2BA house
on cul de sac. 2-car garage, wash-
er/dryer, dishwasher, etc. $350
utilities. Available for Spring
semester. Call Seth 615-631-
2706.

Brand New 3 BR 2 BA, | car
garage, in Eastwood Subdivision.
All the appliances including
washer & dryer. $900 plus
deposit. 931-510-5901.

Subleasing

Male subleaser wanted for
the summer at Sterling
Gables. It is a 4 BD, 2 BA
apartment with access to
gameroom, hot tub, pool, and
tanning bed. Move in at begin-
ing of May. Rent is $330/
month. For more
informationCall Clay at 865-
660-2041.

Sterling Gables across from
new Wal-Mart. Furnished 4
BD 2BA, all MTSU male stu-
dents. Take over till August
recieve $100.Take over new
August ‘04 lease get $400
from me! Pool, fitnesscenter
and game room included at
clubhouse. Call Brian at 615-
545-2478.

Female Subleaseer wanted @
University Courtyard Apt.in a
4 BD, 4BA. Al utilities paid
including cable and phone.
Rent $350/month, but get Ist
month free. Move in ASAP.
Call Keiana @ 931-629-1694.

Room for Rent! Apt. at
Sterling Unv. is available. It is
furnished, right next to the

office, game Rm., tanning bed,
hot tub, & pool site. Move in
ASAP! Call Megan @ 615-
426-7292 for details.

Looking for female sublease
ina4BD 4 BA apt. at
University Courtyard.
Includes new carpet, vaulted
ceilings, dishwasher, washer,
dryer. Access to pool, gym,
computer lab. Just | mile
from campus. Call Stephanie
491-8403.

Female subleaser wanted @
Sterling. $330, free tanning,
24-hour computer lab, game
room, shuttle to school.
Great roomates. Willing to
pay |st months rent. Call
Melanie at 931-267-6951.

Female needed. Sterling
University. 3 Great roomates.
Includes water, electric, inter-
net and washer & dryer. Only
$370/month. Also 24 hr. Gym,
Comp. lab and Jacuzzi. Free
tanning. Call now get Ist
month Free! Tiffany 403-2775.

Spring Break

Spring Break. Free food, par-
ties, & drinks. Best Hotels &
Lowest prices! Our students
seen on CBS' 48 hours!
www.breakerstravel.com 800-
985-6789.

#1 Spring Break
Vacations! Cancun, Jamaica,
Acapulco, Bahamas, & Florida!
Best parties, best hotels, best
prices! Space is limited! Book
now & save! |1-800-234-007
www.endlesssummertours.co
m

Panama City Beach, Fl
**SPRING BREAK**
Bookearly and save $$!

world’s longest Keg Party-

Free beer all week!! Live band
& DJ, Wet T-shirt, Hard Body

& Venus Swimear contest.

Suites up to |2 people, 3

pools, huge beachfront hot

tub, lazy river ride, water
slide, jet skis, parasail.
Sandpiper-Beacon Beach
Resort.
800-488-8828
www.sandpiperbeacon.co
m

Policies

Sidelines will be responsible only
for the first incorrect insertion
of any classified advertisement.
No refunds will be made for par-
tial cancellations.  Sidelines
reserves the right to refuse any
advertisement it deems objec-
tionable for any reason.
Classifieds will only be accepted
on a prepaid basis. Ads may be
placed in the Sidelines office in
James Union Building, Room
310, or faxed to (615) 904-8193.
For more information call (615)
904-8154. Ads are not accepted
over the phone. Ads are free for
students and faculty.
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Women prepare for final homestand
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MT forward Tia Stovall scored a season-high 23 points against Denver in the Lady Raiders’ 68-56 win Sunday.

By Jori Rice
Staff Writer

The Middle Tennessee women’s bas
ketball team will take on Arkansas State
University and the University of
Arkansas-Little Rock this weekend.

MT (17-6, 7-3 Sun Belt Conference
i1s currently on

two-game winning
streak, but back in the middle of January,
both ASU and UALR dealt the Lady
Raiders road losses. MT lost to ASU 69
62 Jan. 15 and t« [rojans 68-54 Jan.
T

We have a talented basketball team,
MT head coach Stephany Smith told

We just kind

of lost our way that one weekend.

www.goblueraiders.com.

Patrice Holmes leads the | .|\1\ Raiders
offense, averaging 16 points per game
Krystle Horton was named the Sun Belt
Conference Player of the Week. Although
Horton’s season average is 14 points per

game, in conference games last week she
averaged 22 points and 8.5 rebounds

This week, however, ASU (17-6, 8
SBC’s Player of the Week in

sophomore Ali Carter. She averaged 16.3

-

has the

points per game in three victories. Carter
posted a career-high 23 points in a 69-53

win over UALR Feb. 12

Carter kept on shooting Sunda
She A( 18 1 1( Indians
31-68 ry ag e | &M
Cory i

) I Vel 1N}
10.7 pe ding shooting
better tha the T'{‘l!k(
lu.'::'_

fians also have Rudy
Sims freshman point guard from

Memphis, Tenn. Sims is one of the top
scorers for ASU, averaging 12 points per
game, Junior Amber Abraham also aver-

ages 12 points per game for the Lady
Indians.

UALR (8-15, 1-9) features freshman
Heather Morris, who averages 14 points
per game and has 49 steals on the season.

Junior Alicia Cash is the leading scor-
er for the Trojans with an average of 16
points per game to go along with 22
blocked shots and 21 steals on the sea-
son

Another freshman, Jocelyn Love, is
averaging 12 points per game and has 38
”I\\'Lli\ -

l'hose three Lady Trojans were the
main reasons why MT lost the teams’ last
meeting. Love scored 19 points, and
Cash and Morris each had 18 in the vic-
tory. Cash also grabbed 12 rebounds.

The Lady Raiders will have a chance
to avenge their losses to ASU and UALR
starting today against the Lady Indians at
Murphy Center. Tipoff for today’s game
1s 7 p.m.

MT takes on the Trojans Feb. 22 at 2
p.m. &

UALR: Continuing defense key

Continued from 6

Blue Raiders have accomplished in
their last three games.

“The biggest thing is just ball
movement and player movement
and just having the guys being
unselfish,” Davis said. “That’s going
to be a critical thing for this road
trip.”

With the Blue Raiders clinging to
a 13-10 record with four games to
g0, the upcoming games will make
the difference between a winning or
losing season.

“We're smarter than we were a

Tennis: Match moves outdoors

Continued from 6

by senior Marlene Dirnstorfer, who
is undefeated in both No. 1 singles
and No. 1 doubles play this season.

“I think as far as talent-wise we
should be ahead of them [the Lady
Tigers], but a big factor is we're
probably going to play outdoors
against them on Sunday, which
makes it a kind of iffy situation”

month ago,” Cuffee said. “We aren’t
making so many mistakes. The team
is just getting better and better every
day at practice. As long was we go
out there and play hard, we don’t
have anything to worry about.”

MT heads into the road games
with a 5-5 conference record and is
currently fourth in the SBC Eastern
Division. Since the Blue Raiders trail
one and a half games behind confer-
ence leader Western Kentucky
University, the next two games are
crucial factors in determining if MT
receives an SBC tournament bid.®

Holden said. “We haven’t been able
to practice outdoors much because
of the weather ... so that gives them,
to a degree, a little bit of an advan-
tage.”

MT will face the Trojans at 2
p-m. Friday. The time for Sunday’s
match against Memphis has not yet
been determined.®

Hoping: Injuries plague seniors

Continued from 7

surgeries to drain fluid and treat
inflammation in the past.

Senior Kirk Jackson has been
dealing with injuries of his own, suf-
fering from lower back pain as well
as pain in his shins.

“Those are the two seniors we’ve
been counting on, and those are the
two that have been struggling the
most,” Dale said.

Even so, he remains optimistic
for the team overall.

“As I've said from the beginning
of the season, I think this team real-
ly has the potential to do a lot more
towards the middle of the season,”
Dale said.

As the team’s oldest members
recover from their injuries, the new
additions to the squad are gaining
the confidence and experience nec-
essary to compete in college athlet-
iCs.

Purdue, on the other hand, seems

If you write for Sidelines,
it makes Lightning happy.

to be stumbling after losing to Notre
Dame Feb. 8. The Fighting Irish
trumped the Boilermakers in sin-
gles, winning four of six singles
matches and two doubles matches
to take the overall victory against
Purdue. ’

“We lost to a team that was a lit-
tle better,” Purdue head coach Tim
Madden told reporters. “We had
good intensity, but our inexperience
in the singles lineup caught us.”

Dale is banking on the hope that
his team’s similar edge in rank will
translate into wins for the Blue
Raiders.

“'m hoping that the Memphis
and Purdue matches, being that
we're probably slightly more talent-
ed, will be an opportunity for us to
get to .500 as a team,” Dale said.

The men will host Memphis at
the Racquet Club Friday at 2 p.m.
Purdue will follow Feb. 22 at
noon.®
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