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Deadline approaching for Outstanding Teacher nominations 
By Kristy Adams 
Staff Writer 

Five MTSU faculty members 
will receive the 35th annual 
Outstanding Teacher Award and 
a $3,000 check at the 2001 Fall 
Convocation. 

The MTSU Development 
Foundation funds these awards 
where students, faculty and 
alumni vote for their favorite 
teacher. Those making nomina- 
tions this year will have until 
March 13 to turn in their bal- 
lots. Red nomination forms 
were distributed to all campus 
mailboxes. 

Nominees must meet certain 
criteria, said Faye Johnson, chair 
of the Outstanding Teacher 
Award Committee. They must 
have taught at MTSU for four 
years and must be full-time pro- 
fessors, teaching at least eight 
hours. Winners of the award 
within the last five years are inel- 
igible to win this year. 

To be considered, the teacher 
has to be nominated more than 
once. Two out of the three 
groups — students, faculty, and 
alumni — have to nominate the 
same staff member. One of the 
two groups also must have at 
least two votes for that nominee. 

"It takes a minimum of three 
nominations," Johnson said. 

Johnson has been involved 
with the award for the past five 
years. The eight- to 10-member 
committee consists of students, 
faculty, alumni and representa- 
tives from the Office of 
Information Technology and 
the foundation. 

The committee's job is "to 
oversee the process to be sure 
that it's carried out in terms of 
guidelines," Johnson said. 

Students and colleagues of 
the nominee fill out a checklist 
with questions based on the 
teacher. The student checklist 

counts for 75 percent of the 
scoring and the faculty checklist 
counts for 25 percent. 

OIT then takes the evalua- 
tions, runs the data through a 
computer and calculates the 
highest scores. The top five 
scores arc then honored with the 
Outstanding Teacher Award. 

Cindi Smith-Walters was 
honored to win the award last 
year. 

"Just to be nominated is an 
honor in itself," Smith-Walters 
said. "Folks sometimes don't 
expect to be recognized for 
excellence in teaching. I was very 
pleased, very proud." 

People have already begun 
turning in nominations for this 
year. 

Freshman Kristi L. Crafton 
nominated her English teacher, 
Carol Dudinetz. 

"She cares about her students 
and goes the extra mile for 
them," said Crafton. 

Senior Gretchen Kelly nomi- 
nated her genetics professor, 
Kevin Downs. 

"He's so much more down to 
Earth than other teachers," Kelly 
says. "I got As because of him." 

The committee is looking 
into revising the checklists, said 
Johnson. They hope to make the 

questions more personal to the 
professors and their methods of 
teaching. These revisions will 
not be made until next year, 
however. 

In past years, more students 
have made nominations than 
faculty and alumni. So far this 
year, a large number of nomina- 
tions have been turned in. The 
committee hopes to have a big- 
ger turnout than previous years. 

For further information go 
to the Cope Administration 
Building, Room 119 or call 898- 
2880. ♦ 

Backpack: Arrest marks second in week for freshman; caught on videotape 
Continued from I 

lator also valued at $100, a $30 
biology manual, a calculus book 
worth $65, a $10 black umbrel- 
la, notes, keys and a calendar. 
The backpack itself is valued at 
$50. 

The total loss amounted to 
$335. 

Another student witnessed 
the theft and gave police a 
description of the suspect. Two 
officers searched the area but 
did not find the backpack or the 
suspect. 

Approximately two hours 
later, police received a report 
that a bag matching the stolen 

backpack's description was sit- 
ting to the side of Corlcw Hall. 
Police retrieved the backpack, 
identified it as the victim's, and 
returned it to her. 

The only item missing from 
the backpack was the calculus 
textbook. 

The investigating officer. 
Missy Hellstrom, then notified 
Phillip's Bookstore to be on the 
lookout for an individii.il 
matching the suspect's descrip- 
tion who tried to return a calcu- 
lus textbook. 

At approximately 3:24 p.m. 
the same day, an individual sold 
Phillip's Bookstore a calculus 
book and received $20 for it. 

Hellstrom reviewed the store's 
videotape and the individual 
matched the suspect's descrip- 
tion from the theft. 

The book sold to the book- 
store also had pink highlights in 
it — matching the description 
given by the victim of her book. 

In addition, the individual 
had signed his name on a 
receipt at the bookstore identi- 
fying himself as Jared Martin. 

Hellstrom checked Martin's 
schedule. He is not currently 
enrolled in any calculus class. 

The witness and the book- 
store clerk both felt they could 
identify the suspect again and 
both agreed to participate in a 

lineup if necessary. 
The following morning, 

Hellstrom obtained a warrant 
charging Martin with theft from 
a building under $500. 

She then lett a message for 
Martin  to  contact  her.  Martin 
stopped by the police station 
approximately 10 a.m. where he 
was read his rights and placed 
under arrest. 

According to police reports, 
on the way to the jail Martin 
stated that he did steal the book, 
but not the backpack. Hellstrom 
countered that they had a wit- 
ness who saw him steal the 
backpack. 

Martin   then  admitted   that 

he had also stolen the backpack, 
and said he would write that in 
a statement, according to 
Hellstrom's report. 

Once he got to the jail, how- 
ever, he reportedly changed his 
mind — repeating that he only 
stole the book and not the back- 
pack. He told Hellstrom that the 
witness could not possibly iden- 
tify him because he was wearing 
different clothes at the time he 
stole the book than when he 
sold it to the bookstore. 

Martin's bond was set at 
$2,000. He is due to appear 
before the Rutherford County 
General Sessions Court March 
29.* 

The winners of Friday 

night's scholarship 

pageant were Hiss Middle 

Tennessee State University 

Ashley Brooks and Hiss 
Middle Tennessee Blue 

Raider Leah Leonard. 

Both winners are eligible 

to compete in the Hiss 

Tennessee pageant and 

will receive $1000.  For 

the full story see 

Wednesday's Sidelines. 

Nashville Area 
College to Career Fair 

For Juniors, Seniors, Graduate 
Students, and Alumni 

Networking Bonanza! 
Job Opportunities! 

Tuesday, February 27, 2001 
Noon - 5 p.m. 

I-24 EXPO at the Smyrna Exit 

Free tickets and rosters of employers are 
available in the MTSU Placement Center. 

KUC 328 

Presented by the Nashville Area Colleges and Universities 
And the Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce 

Nashville Area 
Teacher Recruitment Fair 

For Juniors, Seniors, Graduate 
Students, and Alumni 

Meet recruiters and have on-site 
interviews with many school districts. 

Tuesday, February 27, 2001 
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

I-24 EXPO at the Smyrna Exit 

_ ™* 

Free tickets and rosters of employers are available 
in the MTSU Placement Center. 

KUC 328 

Student Teachers who are unahle to obtain their ticket on campus must present 
their MTSU ID at the Fair Entrance 

KUC 
INI 

MART 
Bottled Water 

Gatorade 

So be Tea 

ICEES-Cola & Cherry 

Deli Sandwiches 

Ice 

Video Cameroon} 

60"TV 

Tobacco products 

0TC Drugs 

Laundry Supplies 

—OPEN 
Mon - Thurs : 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Fri : 7:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

898-5562 
located on 3rd floor KUC 

We can now accept Raider funds 


