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Glad to be home 

Blue Raiders tame Catamounts 
By SCOTT ADAMS 

Sports Writer 

Western Carolina head basketball coach Steve Cottrell 
never claimed to be a fortune teller, but he did say he had 
a "bad feeling" before his team's match up with the Blue 
Raiders in Murphy Center Saturday night. 

"You always hate to play a 
team as good as MTSU in their 
own gym right after they've lost 
a couple in a row•," Cottrell said. 
"They have a tendency to get 
mad and blow you right off the 
floor." 

Althoughthe 66-52 final score 
can't really be considered a blow 
out, the Raiders looked at times 
as if they could do no wrong and 
had the game in hand for the 
majority of the second half. 

"You can see a lot of im- 
provement in our team from the 
first time we played them," 
Raider head man Stan Simpson 
said, comparing the game with 
MTSU's loss back on Nov. 29. "It 
makes a big difference playing 
them at home ... of course we 
would have liked to have played 
anybody at home tonight." 

Saturday's game marked the 
first appearance for the Blue 
Raiders in Murphy Center since 
Jan. 5. The team had been on a 
five-game  visit  of other OVC 

cities, which had saddled them 
with two losses in a row . 

THE KEY going into 
Saturday's game rode mainly on 
the shoulders of Buck Hailey, 
who had the assignment of 
guarding Western's Ronnie 
Carr. Carr came into the game 
averaging better than 20 points 
per game and had burned the 
Raiders for 30 in the first 
meeting. 

Carr didn't score in the first 
half—he only got eight points all 
night—and MTSU won by 14. 

The Cat's Creg Dennis was all 
that kept them in the game in 
the first half. He scored their 
first nine points of the game and 
ended up with 13 at the half. 

With the score tied at 11 at 
the 10-minute mark. Western 
rattled off three quick buckets 
for their biggest lead of the 
half—and the game. 

BUT MTSU'S Jerry Beck 
poured in six straight to tie it 
back up. After a brief four-point 

Raider lead. Western's Kevin 
Young hit two straight to lock it 
up at 27 at the end of the first 
half. 

MTSU jumped out of the 
blocks quickly in the second 
half, outscoring Western 10-2 in 
the first four minutes, and the 
lead never dipped below seven 
and bulged to 18 points during 
one stretch. 

"The emotion was really there 
tonight," Simpson said. "The 
road can really wear you down 
after awhile and I think that's 
what had happened to us. It's 
really good to be home." 

Rick Campbell had an ex- 
ceptional game for MTSU 
hitting eight of 12 shots from the 
field and nine of nine from the 
foul line for a total of 25 points. 

BECK HAD another solid 
game, pumping in 16 points and 
pulling down 13 rebounds, 
followed by Hailey with 10 
points and seven rebounds. 

For Western Carolina, Dennis 
was the only double-figure 
scorer with 21 points. Carr had 
eight and Pat Sharp had six 
points. 

Western was 23 of 62 from the 
field for 37 percent and six of 10 
from the field for 60 percent. 
MTSU was 22 of 45 for 48.8 

percent and 22 of 32 from the 
line for 68.7 percent. (17 of 
MTSU's last 19 points came from 
the foul line.) The Raiders 
outrebounded the Catamounts 
40-30. 

The 40-minute stay the 
Raiders had in Murphy Center 
Saturday night will be the last 
for two more games as they hit 
the road again—this time for 
"Death Valley." 

Morehead State will be the 
opponent on Thursday night 
with a trip to Richmond, Ky., 
and Eastern waiting for 
Saturday. The Eagles of MSU 
come into Thursday's game with 
a 2-5 conference record while 
EKU stands at 4-2. 

"WE'RE NOT looking over 
Morehead by any means, but 
Eastern could be one of the 
hottest teams in the league right 
now," Simpson said. "[Bruce] 
Jones and [Tommy] Baker are 
both back at full strength." 

Morehead features Glen 
Napier who leads them in 
scoring average with over 16 
points per game. He broke the 
OVC record for free throws last 
week by converting 46 con- 
secutive foul shots before 
breaking   the  string. 
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Lady Raider Robin Hendrix (52) grabs a rebound in Saturday's loss 
to UT-Chattanooga. The women roundballers dropped their third 
straight game here last night, falling to another intrastate foe, 
Memphis State. 

Women drop third straight game 
By CABOL A. STUABT 

Sports Editor 

The Lady Raiders dropped their third straight game in 
a row here last night, falling 79-61 to Memphis State, 
while head coach Larry Inman threatened to look "at a 
total redivision of our program here." 
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MTSU's Raymond "Zoom" Martin (52) battles the boards against 
Western Carolina here Saturday night. 

"We're calling on people who 
are supposed to be Division I 
players," he said, "and they just 
can't cut it. Until there's some 
change of attitude, we'll never 
win a game." 

Middle Tennessee held an 
eight-point lead at halftime 41- 
33 over the visiting Lady Tigers. 
Memphis State, however, surged 
to a 14-point advantage midway 
through the second half, and 
Inman refused to call a time- 
out—much to the bewilderment 
of the crowd. 

"I wanted to see just how- 
much they would grow up— 
how much mental discipline 
they have as a team," the third- 
year mentor said. "I started to 
call time-out, but I figured this 
was a learning process and it was 
something they needed to learn 
on their own." 

Using a tough full-court press 
and a 1-3-1 zone defense, 
Memphis State shut the young 
Lady Raider squad down to a 

three-minute scoring dry spell, 
forcing turnover after turnover. 

INMAN, sitting on the bench 
with his arms folded and his legs 
crossed, finally called for a 
breather at the four-minute 
mark—over eight minutes after 
State's scoring surge began. 

Freshman sensation 
Cassandra Howard kept the 
Lady Raiders ahead early in the 
game, canning an amazing 16 
points in the first half, before 
sitting out most of the second 
period in foul trouble. 

Middle Tennessee, who hit a 
miserable 39 percent from the 
field, used four point guards in 
trying to break the Memphis 
State press and move the Lady 
Raider offense. Usual starter. 
Sherry Smith, who set a school- 
high assist record last season as 
an All-Freshman OVC choice, 
did not see action at all last 
night. 

Inman refused to comment 
specifically on the benching of 

Smith—the so-called "Mike 
Rhodes of MTSU." 

"WE DEPEND on a lot of 
people on this basketball team," 
the coach remarked instead. 
"The people we depended on 
most this year have let us down. 

"As long as they're giving 100 
percent they can stay," he 
added, possibly hinting at team 
(or even scholarship) cuts, 
"but ..." 

State's 6-2 center Linda Street 
led all scorers for the game with 
21 points, while Howard paced 
the Lady Raiders with 20. 
MTSU's Robin Hendrix and 
Lindi Dye were also in double 
figures with 19 and 10 points, 
respectively. Memphis' 6-1 
forward Kim Duppins not only 
bucketed 16 points but had an 
outstanding seven steals. 

Although the taller Memphis 
State team gave her some 
trouble, Hendrix again led all 
rebounding with 16 boards, as 
MTSU held a 44-26 rebounding 
margin. 

THE LADY Raiders, even on 
the losing end, dropped in 17 of 
18 free throws, as Howard and 
Hendrix hit six of six and seven 
of seven, respectively. 

In Saturday's women's action, 
the   Lady   Raiders   dropped   a 

game to the Lady Mocs of UT- 
Chattanooga, 80-71 in Murphy 
Center. 

Despite shooting only 36 
percent from the floor in the first 
half, MTSU led 33-29. UTC took 
the lead with 15:51 to play on a 
jump shot by Kim Horsey and 
never lost it after that. 

Lady Raider Trena Smiley cut 
the lead to one point, 63-62 with 
a little over seven minutes to go 
on a long-range jumper. But 
UTC erupted for eight straight 
unanswered points and were in 
command with 4:40 to go. 

DAPHNE NEWSOME helped 
cut the margin back to four 
points, 75-71 with 1:39 to play 
but that was MTSU's last score 
of the night. The Lady Raiders 
made four straight trips up the 
floor without even getting a shot 
off. 

Hendrix led the Lady Raiders 
in scoring with 18 points and also 
in rebounding with 16. Dye 
added 17 points and seven 
rebounds followed by Howard 
with 12 points and Newsom with 
ten. 

For UTC, Charlotte Robinson 
tossed in 22 and pulled down 15 
rebounds. Karen Mills and 
Treva White added 19 and 14 
points respectively. 

Tracksters 'jump' to good start 
By STEVE PRICE 

Sports Writer 

The Middle Tennessee men's 
track team opened its season 
here Saturday with an im- 
pressive victory in the 1981 
MTSU Indoor Track Meet, 
while the women's squad did not 
fare quite as well in Knoxville. 

The lady tracksters were in 
action Friday as they finished a 
disappointing ninth in the Lady 
Volunteer Invitational. 

The Blue Raiders' victory 
marked the first time ever that 
MTSU has won the invitational 
meet as they defeated Furman, 
Western Kentucky and 
defending SEC champion 
Auburn. 

MTSU tallied 75.5 total 
points, outdistancing second- 
place Auburn, who accumulated 
a total of 49.5 points. 

Western Kentucky and 
Furman came in third and 
fourth as they finished with 29 
and six points respectively. 

RAIDER runner Ross 
Dowland set a school record in 

the two-mile run with a time of 
8:57.2. 

Finishing strong in almost all 
events, the Blue Raiders 
dominated the long-jump event 
as Greg Artis met NCAA 
qualifying standards with a 
winning jump of 25 feet, three 
inches. 

Artis was followed by 
teammates Andre "Pip" Kirnes, 
Orestes Meeks and Samson 
Salami in order of finish. 

OTHER NCAA qualifiers 
include Luby Chumbul in the 
shot put for Western Kentucky, 
Ron Becht in the mile run, also 
from Western, and Eugene 
Miller in the 60-yard high 
hurdles for Auburn. 

Artis also won the triple jump 
as Meeks and Salami finished 
second and third. 

MTSU's 300-yard dash team 
claimed all 10 points in the event 
as Kirnes turned in a winning 
time of 30.8 seconds. 

Raider's Barry Cambrell, Ron 
Davis and Kenny Shannon 
finished in order after Kirnes. 

KIRNES turned in his second 
victory of the meet in the 60- 
yard dash and was followed by 
Cambrell, who finished second. 

Middle Tennessee also had 
first-place finishes in the 440- 
yard dash and the mile relay. 

Coach Dean Hayes was 
obviously pleased. 

"We had a solid performance, 
and we did it with a lot of 
freshmen," he said."I think 
we're better than most people 
thought. This is probably the 
best team I've ever had." 

IN KNOXVILLE, the Lady 
Raiders' best finish came in the 
two-mile relay as the team of 
Sharon Johnson, Michelle 
Harmon, Colleen Johnson and 
Jane Simms came in second. 

MTSU placed in only one 
other event. The mile relay 
squad consisting of Kim 
Johnson, Angela Harper, Donna 
Sims and Antoinetta Scruggs 
came in sixth. 

Tennessee ran away with the 
meet as they collected an 
amazing total of 107 points. 

Vol's Myrtle Chester, Benita 
Fitzgerald, Sharieffa Barksdale 
and Kathy Bryant combined for 
74 of the team's points. 

Auburn finished a distant 
second with only 34 total points, 
and Florida came in third with a 
point total of 33. 

The Lady Vols' mile relay 
team set a new Stokely 
Fieldhouse record as they 
trimmed one second off of the 
old mark of 3:55.5. 

ACCORDING to MTSU 
women's coach Mike Rasper, 
some of his team are running in 
events for the first time, and his 
team will have to become ac- 
customed to the new distances. 

"We will improve," he said. 
"It was a good experience for 
everybody." 

The Lady Raider's next meet 
will come on Feb. 6, when they 
travel to Louisville to compete in 
the Mason Dixon Games. 

The men's next meet will take 
place Saturday in Champaign, 
111. 
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Middle Tennessee won its opening meet of the indoor track season 
here Saturday, outdistancing SEC champion Auburn, Furman and 
Western Kentuckv. 
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