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It is the realization, then 
the action on that realiza- 

tion, she explained. 
K., also a lesbian, said she 

and her 25-year-old lover 
can't show any type of affec- 
tion in public. She said she 
sometimes feels like kissing 
her lover over something 
silly but cannot do it in pub- 
lic. The relationship has to 
be totally platonic in front 

. of most people. 
"It pisses me off that I 

can't walk on campus and 
hold hands with my lover," 
S. said. "It's important 
people see [lesbian] 
couples out in public. It's 
my responsibility to inform 
the public: "Yes, we're going 
to be physical, and fuck 

■*what you think!" 
S. "came out" when she 

was 19. Her first lover was 
34, and their relationship 
continued for three years. 
She said she has known 
deep down that she was les- 
bian all her life. She had 
crushes on female teachers 
in school and knew she was 
different. 

"Acceptance varies, S. 
••■aid. So far she has lost a 

arjob and been asked to move 
because her boss and her 
landlord found out she was 
a lesbian. 

She is "pretty selective" 
about who she tells, consid- 
ering it a private matter. On 
the other hand, she 
explained that she does not 
keep the fact that she is a 
lesbian hidden and that she 
is not ashamed. 

"It is a part of my life," 
S. said. 

"I will deny it [les- 
bianism]   if certain  people 

ask," K. said. "Because I 
don't know who I can trust, 
I can't predict reactions. 

When S. told her parents 
two years ago that she was 
a lesbian, they were not 
happy. She used to 
"straight"-en up her house 
when her parents would 
visit. That is, she would hide 
literature, pictures and 
whatever else that would 
reveal she was a lesbian. 
However, she said her par- 
ents have probably known 
for many years. It just was 
not discussed openly until 
two years ago. 

Today, S.'s parents come 
to dinner in the house she 
and her lover share, and her 
mother goes shopping with 
her. S. said they are still not 
very happy about her sexual 
preference, but that they 
love her no matter what and 
thev want her to be happy. 

K., a sophomore business 
major, came out when she 
was 13. She explained she 
lost her virginity and 
realized she was a lesbian 
in the same year. 

"My lx\st friend turned 
me out," K. said. They had 
been close friends for years 
and one night the relation- 
ship went beyond 
friendship. It lasted for 
three years. 

During that time, "red 
flags went up at home. 
Flags such as letters to her 
lover and a lack of phone 
calls from boys combined 
with all-night calls with 
female friends. 

"As I started high school, 
it became more noticeable 
at home, " K. said. 

She   had   no   Ixivfriends 

and spent all her free time 
with girls. She finally admit- 
ted to her mother she was 
a lesbian this past summer. 

Her mother had asked 
several times what was 
going on, and K. decided 
the next time her mother 
asked, she'd tell her. 

On July 4, her mother 
asked her and got an an- 
swer. 

"She kept asking me 
questions," K. said. Her 
mother asked her about all 
aspects of K.'s lesbian lifes- 
tyle, including past relation- 
ships. K. told her every- 
thing. 

According to K., her 
mother said it was "hard to 
let it sink in." But she 
realized there was and is no- 
thing she could do about it. 
K. said her mother doesn't 
like it and doesn't approve 
of it, but she loves K. and 
will always be there for her. 

K. thought her father had 
known all along, but when 
she approached him alxmt 
her lesbianism, he didn't 
know. His reaction was 
much like K.'s mother's. 

"Dad and I have alwavs 
l>een real close." K. 
explained. "He still lines 
me." 

The worst misconception 
jK'ople hold, in K.'s opinion, 
is   that   "people   are   born 

She said that she was not 
bom gav and thinks others 
are not either. 

"I chose to be gav. K. 
said, "which is fine with 
me." 

S. disagrees. She said she 
feels that people are bom 
gay and have no choice in 
sexual preference. 

The lack of choice makes 
it imperative for homosexu- 
als to deal openly with their 
homosexuality. S. said. 

"The decision to 'come 
out' is a difficult decision to 
deal with... knowing that 
after that the majority of so- 
ciety is going to be against 
you," she said. "But why 
would anyone want to be 
against the majority of soci- 
ety unless they had to?" 

S. said that most miscon- 
ceptions about homosexu- 
als are based on ignorance. 

"It is ignorance to 
stereotype anyone like 
people do to lesbians," S. 
said. 

She said she is strongly 
opposed to opinions based 
on differences, which 
create distorted views. 
However, she said, because 
homosexuality is not the 
norm, it is extremely impor- 
tant that gay people have 
gav friends, like support 
groups, to talk about prob- 
lems unique to homosexu- 
als. 

S.   said  she   thinks  that 
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homosexuals are more to- 
they are victimized by pre- 
jedice. 

Most prejudice about 
homosexuals "all boils down 
to sex," S. said. 

K. said she prefers sex 
with women because it is 
"so close, intense and inti- 
mate. It is so much deeper; 
that's just how it is." 

K. explained that sex with 
women is totally different 
than with men. She has had 
sex with men several times 

but has not been with a man 
lerant of others because 
in three years. Emotionally 
and sexually she prefers sex 
with another woman. 

According to S., sex be- 
tween same-sex partners is 
no different from 
heterosexual sex if there is 
"a sexual partnership and 
mutual satisfaction." 

Lesbian lovers are just 
couples "with mutual lov- 
ing, caring and sharing," she 
said. 
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The Student Publications Committee 
is now accepting applications for 

SIDELINES EDITOR 

Candidates must have a 2.5 GPA and must be en- 
rolled for at least nine hours of coursework this 
semester. 

Applications are available in Room 306 of the James 
Union Building. Deadline is 4:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Sept. 29. For more information please call Jackie 
Solomon, student publications coordinator, at MTSU 
ext. 2338. 
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