
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































148 EDUCATION IN GEORGIA.

the philosophical® and chemical laboratory. Of the Knowles Industrial
Building, likewise an individual gift to the institution, we have already
spoken. The annual appropriation from the State has, until its recent
discontinuance, invariably been confined to the payment of teachers’
salaries. |

Atlanta University is now in the twenty-first year of its corporate
existence. During that period it has acquired a vested capital 1n lands,
buildings, library, and valuable appurtenances fairly estimated at two
hundred thousand dollars.? The college structures are four in number,
consisting of the two buildings just mentioned, and the two dormitories,
which are respectively designated as North Hall and South Hall. There
is also a large barn on the premises. It was erected in 1882, and fur-
nishes facilities for the development of the farm work of the University.
These buildings are situated on high ground in the western part of the
city of Atlanta, and are surrounded by about sixty acres of land be-
longing to the institution.

ATLANTA BAPTIST SEMINARY.?

This seminary, for the education of colored ministers and teachers in
Georgia, 1s sustained chiefly by the American Baptist Home Mission
Society, the headquarters of which are in New York. Istablished in
1867, it was located for a time in Augusta, under the name of the
“Augusta Institute,” where it struggled with many difficulties until 1871.
At that time an unworthy party, Seigfried, by name, who was at its
head, was dismissed; and the institution was organized in a more
effective form by his successor in the office of principal, Rev. J. T.
wbert, LL.D. Doctor Robert was a Southerner by birth, although
long a resident in Ohio and Iowa, and had been strongly recommended
to the society by the white Southern Baptist ministers as a suitable
person for the conduct of the enterprise. Eight years of prosperity
and progress followed, and, in 1879, the seminary was transferred to
the capital of the State, at Atlanta, and now bears the name of Atlanta
Baptist Seminary.

We are informed that during the ten years of Doctor Robert’s adminis-
tration, ending with 1881, three hundred and seventy-one students had
received instruction in the school, of whom one hundred and forty-two
contemplated teaching, and two hundred and twenty-nine had the min-
istry in view. Of the eighty students then in attendance, fifty or more

—— = T EF e =

I Instruments for surveying and engineering purposes, and an excellent telescope,
may be enumerated among the philosophical apparatus.

2 Report of the Board of Visitors for 1885-86.

* History of the Baptist Denomination in Georgia, with Biographical Coizpendium,
etc. Compiled for the Christian [ndex. Atlanta, Ga., 1881. Page 242.

The Baptist Encyclop®dia, by William Catheart, D. D. Philadelphia, 1883. Pp.
47-8.

Catalogue for 1886-87.
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were pastors or candidates for the ministry. According to the 1886-87
catalogue, the number in the seminary was one hundred and forty-six ;
eighteen being in the theological department, thirty-two studying for
the ministry, and forty-two preparing to become teachers. |

The present faculty consists of five instructors, of whom the Rev.
Samuel Graves, D. D., is president. The studies pursued in the semi-
nary are comprehended in the normal, preparatory, collegiate (which
includes a classical and a scientific course), and theological depart-
ments. The theological course has been extended so as to embrace two
years. A library is attached to the institution, which now contains up-
ward of seventeen hundred volumes.

CLARK UNIVERSITY.!

Founding of the Unwiversity.—This institution is supported by the
Freedmen’s Aid Society, a charitable organization of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. DBishops Clark and Haven were chiefly instrumen-
tal in founding it. From the former, in consideration of his distin-
guished labors in its behalf, the University takes its name. It was be-
gun in 1869 as a primary school, with a department for the training of
preachers. It was not chartered as a University until 1877. The col-
lege was located at Atlanta.? For the first few years it occupied a small
building on Whitehall Street, and was afterward (in 1880) removed to
its present desirable position at the southern end of Capitol Avenue.

In 1872 the institution passed under the control of the city, the un-
derstanding being that the latter would pay the teachers’ salaries and
furnish the necessary buildings. The other funds were then applied to
the establishment of a theological department, in accordance with the
wish of Bishop Clark, who had left, by will, several thousand dollars for
that purpose. The city failed to comply with that part of its agree-
ment providing for the erection of buildings, and new arrangements
had to be made.

Through the hearty co-operation and generous contributions of its
Northern friends, Clark University has been liberated from all embar-
rassment and placed upon a firm and excellent basis. It has fine col-
lege buildings,® situated upon a tract of some four hundred acres of land

T e G § B

! Henderson’s Commonwealth of Georgia, p. 279. Catalogues for 18585-86 and 1886-87.

*This city was chosen, as it ““might give character and influence to our movement,”
writes A. W, Cammings (Early Schools of Methodism, p. 410); ¢ for Atlanta is the
gateway to the South, and exerts a controlling influence over it.”

*There are three of these structures, Chrisman Hall, a cut of which is here ap-
pended, was erccted at a cost of twenty-seven thousand dollars, and was dedicated in
1880. It bears the name of Mrs. Eliza Chrisman, of Topeka, Kans., that lady having
donated ten thousand dollars toward the building fund, the balance being raised by
subseription in the Norfh. The Gammon Theological Hall, opened in 1883, was com.
pleted and furnished at a cost of thirty thousand dollars. It is built of brick, with
stone trimmings, and is one hundred and ten feet long by fifty-two feet wide, and is
four stories high. Rev. E. H. Gammon, of Batavia, Ill., beside contributing eight
thousand dollars to this object, has recently added a gift of two hundred thousand
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which it owns, in the suburbs of Atlanta. It also has a numerous and
well-organized faculty, a comprehensive system of instruction, embrac-
ing, in addition to the collegiate, academic, normal, and grammar school
courses, a school of theology, business and mdmtr al deparfments, a
coliege of musie, and good philosophical apparatus and libraries.

The Theological School.—The theological school, which is pre-eminently
the strong feature of the institution, is handsomely endowed and pos-
sesses a valuable library of over four thousand volumes. 1t receives
students from nearly every Southern State.! The full theological course
occupies three years; but partial courses of one or two years have
been provided for those who are not able to pursue the regular classes.
Graduates in the former case receive the degree of bacheior of divinity;
in the latter, a certificate from the institution. Iree tuition as well as
free rooms are accorded to the regular members of the theological
school.?

The Industrial Department.—The industrial department is also a
specialty. Its excellence is indorsed by Dr. Atticus G. Haygood, who
says that ¢ Clark University is second only to Hampton? in this line.”
The work, running through three years, includes carpentry, carriage
construction, house-keeping, dress-making, printing, and shoe-making.
Agricultural training is also afforded, and a nurse-training department
has been recently opened under the direction of the resident physician,
assisted by some of the best medical talent of the city.

The course in the college of music is thorough as far as it goes. Pu-
pils are there instructed in the principles and practice of playing upon
the piano and the organ.

There are tweuty teachers in the University faculty, exclusive of 1t=:

dollars for the perm: anent endowment of the hall (Lmtu,luwuu of 1”::*‘*1}“5{) Warren
Hall is the new building just finished, and is intended for the use of the females. It
containg a number of dormitories, a large reading-room, and a dining-room capable
of seating several hundred persons. Twenty-seven thousand dollars were expended
in its erection, one-half of which amount was supplied by Doctor Gammon. Ballard
Hall, so called because Mr. Stephen Ballard, of Brooklyn, N. Y., donated toward 1ts
construcftion five thousand dollars, is still in process of erection.

I Nine Southern States were represented among the fifty-six students who were in
attendance during the session of 1886-87.

In proof of the general excellence of this department of Clark University, we
quote the following from Dr. Atticus G. Haygood, who is already familiar to the
publie as the author of Our Brother in Black. II{} says: ‘It is to be questioned
whether any single institution under the care of the Methodist Episcopal Church
holds a place of importance and responsibility equal to that which is possible to the
Gammon School of Theology. * * * It may well be questioned whether any sin-
gle institution in the Southern States could not be better spared. * * * I think
I may say without exaggeration that the Gammon School of Theology is, in many
respects, the most important single experiment made by Protestantism in this coun-
try—so far as I know in any country—in the momentous matter of teaching and
training colored preachers.” See also Catalogue of Gammon School of Theology for
1888, pp. 3-9.

* The Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute for colored and Indian youth in
Virginia. (See Report of the Commissioner of Education for 1885, pp. 273, 275.)
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president, Rev. E. O. Thayer, A. M. Three of these are connected with
the Gammon School of Theology,! and eleven with the industrial de-
partment.

The catalogue of 1886-87 shows an attendance upon all the branches
of Clark University of three hundred and twenty-two students.

There are five literary societies in the institution, prominent among
which is the theological and debating society of the Gammon School of
Theology.

SPELMAN SEMINARY.

This institution, designed especially for the instruction of colored wo-
men and girls, was opened in the basement of the Iriendship Baptist
Church, in the city of Atlanta, April 11, 1881, by the present prineipals,
Misses Sophia B. Packard and Hattie E. Giles, who were commissioned
by the Woman’s American Baptist Home Mission Society of Boston.
There the work of education was carried on for nearly two years.

The school began with eleven pupils. The aggregate number in at-
tendance during the seven years of its existence has been over 3,580
pupils, six hundred and nine names appearing on the 1837-88 register.

The faculty at present comprises twenty-seven teachers, beside as-
sistants; and the course of study embraces preparatory, normal, and sci-
entific or higher normal ecurses. Mausical and industrial departments
are also connected with the seminary, and a training school for nurses,
established in 1886, is among the advantages which it affords.

The present property of the school, which is valued at over eighty
thousand dollars, consists of several acres of land, four double houses,
Rockefeller Hall, and the large brick building which is now being erected
to take the place of Union Hall, destroyed by fire in June of the past
year (1887). |

THE PAINE INSTITUTE.?

“They (the colored Methodist Episcopal churches) have no institution
under their management for the education of those who are to oceupy
their pulpits and preside in their schools. Their preachers and teach-
ers, it educated at all, must for the most part be educated by those who
are not in sympathy with their organization. If they are to make any
progress, or even to maintain their existence, they must provide for the
education of those who are to take charge of their schools and religious
congregations. They have neither the money to establish schools, nor
the men competent to conduct them; and they look to us for aid.”

Such was the language of the committee on education in the Gen-
eral Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. It was to
meet the necessities of the case, and to carry out the provision as in-
troduced by the General Conference of 1882, that the Paine Institute

— [ — — —— e

! This school has also eight special lecturers.
3This school was named in honor of Rev. Moses U. Paine, of Jowa, to whom it is
indebted for an endowment fund of twenty-five thousand dollars,
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was organized. Located at Augusta, it was opened in January, 1884,
and 1s now in the fifth year of its operations. Rev. Morgan Calloway,
D. D., vice-president of Emory College, was its first president. The
present incumbent in that position 1s Rev. George Williams Walker, A.
M. He is assisted by four teachers. The course of study comprises a
normal, a theological, and an industrial department; the first occu-
pies four years and the second three, while the industrial department
affords instruction in printing and carpentry. There is also a music
class in the school.

The register for the session just closing (1887-88) shows an attend-
ance at the institute of one hundred and thirty-three pupils of both
sexes. Of these, one hundred and three are pursuing normal, and
twenty-four theological courses. The c¢lass in music numbers fifteen.

The property of the institution consists of ten acres of good land and
three buildings; one of these is the home for the teachers, another the
home of the matron, while the third has been arranged for class-rooms
and a dormitory for boys.

MORRIS-BROWN COLLEGE.

This college, as it is called, is principally indebted for its existence
to the African Methodist Episcopal Church of the State of Georgia.
In 1880 the ministers of that organization, realizing the necessity for
an institution which would not only eduncate and prepare their young men
for the ministry and their young women for Christian work, but which
would also prove an industrial training school for both sexes, deter-
mined upon the erection of the Morris-Brown College. In February of
the following year the present site, overlooking the city of Atlanta, was
purchased ; and in 1884 the foundation of the east wing of the college
was laid. It was completed in November, 1885, at a cost of nine thou-
sand dollars. Thirty-five hundred dollars were expended in the pmnr-
chase of the grounds ; and itissaid that about eighteen thousand dollars
in addition will be needed to finish and thoroughly equip the building.

On the 15th of October, 1885, the institution was opened to students,
and the attendance during its first session was one hundred and seven.
The present number of pupils (session of 1837-88) 1s two hundred and
eleven, of whom one hundred and nine are males and one hundred and
two are females. The curriculum consists of a college preparatory and a
normal course,—the former occupying three and the latter four years,—
and of an English course. The faculty is composed of three teachers,
Rev. E. W. Lee, B. A., being principal. Rev. W. J. Gaines, recently ap-
pointed bishop, is the general superintendent, and it is to his efforts,
perhaps, more than to those of any one else that the establishment of
the Morris-Brown College is due,




CONCLUSION.

Thus have we endeavored, clearly and faithfully, to convey an im-
pression of the opportunities afforded for the acquisition in Georgia,
both of a common school and of a higher education. We have attempted
to revive the recollection of the schools of limited means and partial
courses which ministered to the instruection of youth prior to the Rev-
olution, and just after the close of that period of distraction and pov-
erty. We have traced the development and decline of the poor school
system. We have considered at length the inauguration and the pres-
ent status of the public s~hool system. We have noted the opportuni-
ties afforded for the acquisition of higher education in the University
of the State of Georgia and its branches, in various denominational uni-
versities and colleges, and in sundry institutions inaugurated under the
auspices of private benefactions. We have not omitted to mention all
charitable institutions, and colleges designed to facilitate studies in law,
medicine, theology, technology, science, and art. In a word, we have
been careful, so far as our inquiry could ascertain, to ignore the men-
tion of no institation, however limited, the mission of which 1s to pro-
mote the 1intellectual development of the community.

Upon a review of the whole subject, we find cause for congratulation
that Georgia, in her educational advantages, has made such signal prog-
ress. Opportunities for acquiring superior learning are abundant and
satisfactory ; while through the generous provision made by the State
for the support of her common schools,—supplemented by acts empow-
ering cities and populous districts by local taxation to increase their
nnmbers and render certain their sustentation,—the means of acquiring
an elemeutary education requisite for the needs of every-day life are
placed within the reach of all. Education in Georgia is now practically
iree, and illiteracy should nowhere exist. In the benefits of these edu-
cational advantages both races participate equitably. Each year bears
testimony to the progress made in the intellectual training of the masses,
and brings joy to the heart of the philanthropist. When we reflect upon
the condition of affairs a quarter of a century ago; when we remem-
ber the embarrassing questions which arose upon the conclusion of the
Civil War; when we recall the general penury which pervaded the
land, and the lack of money for the inauguration and sustentation of
schemes of general benefit, and contrast the present attitude of things
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and the development which has occurred, we are surprised and delighted
at the tokens of benevolence, of order restored, of the recognition of
relative rights, of domestic peace, of mental, moral, and political ad-
vancement, and of intellectual progress, which confront us on every
hand. Among the factors which have brought about this happy con-
dition, none is so potent as the liberal provision made at the general
<harge for the inauguration and good support of common schools, and
for rendering a university education within the limits of the Common-
wealth practically free to all who desire to avail themselves of it.

In the coat-of-arms of Georgia appear three emblematic columns, in-
scribed respectively with the words, ¢ Wisdom, Justice, and Modera-
tion,” and supporting an arch upon which is engraven, in bold relief,
‘the word ¢ Constitution.” |

Rightly judging that the intelligence of the citizen and the education
-of the masses are indispensable prerequisites to the comprehension and
maintenance of wise, just, and moderate views necessary for the under-
standing and conservation of all constitutional rights and privileges,
the General Assembly and the people of Georgia have made, and are
making, most praiseworthy efforts to promote the general good, and

render learning, both primary and liberal, popular and accessible within
the limits of the Commonwealth.

CHARLES EDGEWORTH JONES.
Augusta, Ga., June 11, 1888.
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