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Attention students! This is your newspaper 
Most people at MTSU don't 

understand what Sidelines 
provides for students, faculty and 
staff members. When someone 
picks up the student newspaper, 
whether they cheer its efforts or 
complain about its content, they 
still don't realize Sidelines' 
purpose. 

GREG ADKINS 
Editor 

Students in the past have 
complained heavily about 
Sidelines' content. This, in part, 
was due to past staffs' 
demographics not matching those 
of the campus. It is hard, almost 
impossible, to inform a student 
body to which one doesn't relate, 
especially when one is a 
newspaper reporter. 

Sidelines has gone to great 
lengths to insure that this Fall's 
staff comes from a variety of 
backgrounds. Non-traditional 
students, veteran students, young 
students coming straight from 
high school and students involved 
in different areas of academic 
study will all work to inform 
MTSU about what is happening 
on campus. 

MTSU's administration has 
largely ignored the student 
newspaper, not through any fault 

of their own, but because 
Sidelines has not been able to 
gather supporters — or critics — 
from among the student body. 
Most students simply do not care 
about the paper or what appears 
in it. 

"Apathy" is a strong word, 
but one that is most appropriate in 
describing MTSU's students. We 
have a great number of students 
who commute from nearby 
communities, such as Nashville 
and Franklin. This fact makes it 
almost impossible for many 
students to take the time to 
become involved in student 
politics and issues and really care 
about what is going on here. 

"If your only solution is a 
hammer, all your problems are 
going to look like nails," so says a 
notice on Dr. Ron Bombardi's 
door in the philosophy 
department. 

Active MTSU students must 
give their student representatives 
more tools and bargaining chips 
to work with. Otherwise student 
government is meaningless and 
useless. And without strong 
voices about those issues which 
concern us. the student newspaper 
also has little relevance. 

It must be remembered that 
in order to solve a problem we 

must become involved. Barriers 
must be overcome, whether they 
be work, traveling long distance 
or even raising children. Students 
must work together and become 
excited — and even angry — to 
overcome unreasonable and 
illogical problems that sometimes 
appear within MTSU's 
bureaucracy. 

Often a problem or bad 
decision can be solved or reversed 
if students would make their 
complaints in places other than 
the Grill. MTSU officials must 
be told that they have make a 
mistake and that it must be fixed. 
But problems cannot be solved if 
they remain unknown or 
unvoiced. 

We arc here to be your voice 
— be it a complaint or a 
compliment. All you have to do is 
write a simple letter and send it to 
Sidelines or any number of 
MTSU officials, such as Dr. 
James Walker, our president. If 
for some reason you can't find the 
time to jot down a few sentences 
on notebook paper, then call them 
or talk lo their secretaries. If they 
just hear a simplified version of 
your problem, it is better than 
them not knowing about it at all. 

Sidelines will continue to 
report the news in an unbiased 

manner. We will support the 
campus and the administration 
when they deserve support, but 
we will chastise them when they 
deserve criticism. BulSidelines 
can do its job best if students 
refuse to be called apathetic — 
ever again. 

A good number of MTSU 
faculty members have criticized 
Sidelines for factual, spelling and 
punctuation errors. Professors are 
encouraged to point out Sidelines' 
mistakes. The newspaper's staff 
can't learn unless they know their 
mistakes, but educators must 
remember to praise as well as 
criticize. 

Occasional compliments will 
let students know they should 
continue to read the paper as well 
as work for it. Too often students 
feel they arc wasting their time 
laboring for the paper because so 
many teachers show no 
appreciation or interest in it. 

Setting goals is a good way 
to start a new semester, and 
MTSU's faculty will be glad to 
hear one of Sidelines' goals is to 
end stupid errors. We will go to 
great lengths to earn teachers' 
praise, if teachers make thai 
praise a little easier lo earn. 

But if errors arc made, 
readers should realize that they 
arc errors made by students doing 

a job that professionals do in an 
8-hour day. Some students and 
faculty don't even realize that 
Sidelines is truly a student 
newspaper. 

First, the newspaper is run 
completely by students for 
students. People attending MTSU 
arc the only people allowed lo 
hold staff positions. The only 
non-students directly involved 
with the creation of Sidelines, and 
all other student publications, are 
one full-time secretary and one 
adviser. Neither of these people 
can override the editor's day-to- 
day decisions or remove staff 
members, except in extreme 
situations. 

Secondly, students arc 
completely responsible for the 
content of the paper. Each section 
has a student editor who hires a 
staff which is responsible for 
writing articles to inform the 
campus about news, features, 
opinions or sports. 

Sidelines' purpose is a simple 
one. It doesn't jump your car off 
in the middle of the night, help 
you find a research book or 
deliver your mail. It docs, 
however, endeavor to inform — 
and sometimes persuade — you. 
The newspaper gives you the 
facts you need in order to make 
your own decisions and take your 
own actions. 
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