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Men's tennis drops second straight match 
By David Hunter 
Senior Staff Writer 

The No. 63 Blue Raider men's tennis team 
traveled to No. 44 Georgia Tech and lost 5-2 
Monday, despite several chances to pick up 
the victory. 

MT was down 3-2 with the Nos. 4 and 6 
matches tied at one set apiece. In the No. 4 
match, MT's Kirk Fackson had a 4-2 lead in 
the final set against GT's West Nott. Nott took 
the next tour points, however, to win the set 
and the match t>-4, 3-h, 6-4. 

The No. 6 match between MT's Anant 
Sitaram and GT's loao Menano went to a 
supertiebreakcr in the third set, with Menano 
winning the match 3-6, 7-5, 11 -9. 

"Once again, we were in position to win, 
and somehow we just continue to lose," Blue 
Raider head coach Dale Short told MT Media 
Relations. "1 feel like our team really took a 
step forward today and showed we can play 
with some of the top teams in the country." 

GT also took all three doubles matches, 
including a win over the No. 46 doubles team 
in the country. 

MT's ranked team of Brandon Allan and 
Kai Schledorn lost to Yellow Jackets Scott 
Schnugg and Marko Rajevac in the No. 1 
match 9-8 (3). GT's Jason Pieters and Jose 
Luis Muguruza earned an 8-4 win against 
Blue Raiders Rishan Kuruppu and Andreas 
Siljcstrom at No. 2. Trevor McLeod and Joao 
Menano finished the doubles sweep with an 

8-6 win over MT's Trevor Short and Greg 
Pollack at No. 3. 

Short returned after missing last 
Saturday's loss to Virginia Tech with a knee 
injury. 

The Blue Raiders gained their two points 
with Siljestrom beating Muguruza 4-6,6-2,6- 
2 in No. 2 singles and Kuruppu taking the vic- 
tory over Rajevac 7-5,6-3 in No. 5 singles. 

GT also gained two points in singles with 
Schnugg defeating Short 6-1,6-4 at No. 1 and 
Pieters defeating Schledorn 6-0, 6-1 in the 
No. 3 match. 

The next match is Friday against the 
University of Memphis at the Racquet Club 
of Murfreesboro at 2 p.m.* 

Middle Tennessee Men's Tennis 
The men's tennis team will play Memphis at the Racquet Club of Murfreesboro Friday at 2 p.m. 

Flit Photo 

Right: Kai Schledorn, right, and 
doubles teammate Brandon Allen 
(not pictured) lost their first 
match of the season Monday. 

Lady Raiders take out Denver 68-56 
By David Hunter 

The Middle Tennessee 
women's basketball team (17- 
6, 7-3 Sun Belt Conference) 
wen) on the road and defeated 
the University o\ Denver (11- 
12, 4-7) 68-56 Sunday after- 
noon. 

Lady Raider Tia Stovall 
scored 23 points in the victo- 
ry. MT lead the entire game. 

However, MT had to fight 
off several rallies by Denver, 
including trimming a Lady 
Raider 11-point lead to four 
in the opening half. Denver 
stormed back by going on an 
8-2 run starting with 2:30 left. 
The Lady Raiders had a 42-38 
lead at halftime. 

"I think we did a good job 
coming out of the gate," MT 
head coach Stephany Smith 
told MT Media Relations. 
"Near the end of the first half, 
we started turning the ball 
over and they began to press, 
and we panicked a little." 

The story stayed the same 
in the second half, with MT 
gaining a 15-point lead. 

The Lady Pioneers again 
came back and decreased the 
lead to seven. Denver's Tasha 
Jones nailed a three-pointer 
with 2:15 to go in the game to 
make the score 61-54. 
However, MT's Krystle 
Horton scored on a layup on 
the next possession to increase 
the lead to nine. 

The Lady Raiders ended 
the game on a 5-2 run to seal 
the victory. 

Fifteen of Stovall's season- 
high 23 points came in the 
first half. Stovall added five 
rebounds, three assists and 
three steals. 

Keisha McClinic had 11 
rebounds, five steals and three 
assists for the Lady Raiders. 
That makes 85 steals for the 
season by McClinic. 

Horton and Patrice 
Holmes each chipped in with 
15 and 12 points, respectively. 

Denver was led by Tyesha 
Lowery's 18 points, and 
Stephanie Hart Jiad 16 points 

Phoio by Micah Miller  |   Photo Editor 

MT forward Krystle Horton drives the lane in MT's 70-68 loss to WKU Feb. 5. 

and 12 rebounds in the loss. 
MT hit 57.1 percent from 

the field while holding Denver 
to 32.8 percent shooting. 

The Lady Raiders have 
gone     undefeated     against 

Division this season. 
They're the lone Eastern 

Division team to accomplish 
that feat. 

Currently, MT is in second 
place   in   the. SBC   Eastern 

State University (17-6, 8-2). 
The two teams will meet for 
tlrsi place at Murphy Center 
Thursday night. The game 
begins at 7 p.m.* 

teams from the SBC Western     Division    behind    Arkansas 

A-Rod deal benefits Yankees, baseball 
Sports commentary 

Jon Leffew 
Staff Columnist 

It's that time of year again. 
Winter storms ravage the country, flu 

outbreaks conflict with every American's 
schedule, and Major League Baseball 
once again defies the laws of economics. 

In the biggest trade since the man they 
call Babe was sent from Boston to New 
York, last year's American League MVP, 
Alex Rodriguez, was officially made a 
New York Yankee on Monday, while the 
Texas Rangers, Rodriguez's former team, 
received Alfonso Soriano and a player to 
be named later. 

"I'm pretty excited," Yankees owner 
George Steinbrenner told ESPN.com. 
"This is a big, big one." 

Steinbrenner is excited for a number 
of reasons. 

For one, the Yankees now have one of 

the best left sides of the infield in baseball 
history, with Derek Jeter at shortstop and 
Rodriguez making the move to third. 

After an off-season injury to third 
baseman Aaron Boone, the Yankees 
appeared to have a rare hole in this year's 
lineup. 

This trade seals up any questions on 
defense, however. Rodriguez is a reigning 
American League Gold Glove winner, 
while Jeter committed just 14 errors last 
season. 

Perhaps the only problem the Yankees 
will have next season will be the order in 
which to send their $200 million worth of 
sluggers to the plate. 

With the likes of Rodriguez (47 home 
runs last season), Jeter (.324 batting aver- 
age), Jason Giambi (41 HR), Gary 
Sheffield (132 runs batted in), Hideki 
Matsui (106 RBI) and Jorge Posada (101 
RBI), the Yankees have the potential to be 
the best offensive team in baseball histo- 
ry. 

"We have a chance to be a very special 
team," Yankees general manager Brian 
Cashman told ESPN.com. "But we have 
to go out and prove that. We have to go 
on that beautiful journey that baseball 
takes you on." 

While many baseball insiders feel this 
journey will take the Yankees straight to 
another World Series title, several others 
will benefit from this blockbuster trade. 

For one, the Texas Rangers will most 
likely improve because of this deal. 

Sure, they lost the league MVP, but 
they gained a great young five-tool player 
in Soriano and, more importantly, finan- 
cial freedom to attain what they really 
need: pitching. With the money Texas 
saves, the team should be able to sign bet- 
ter pitchers and eventually make a run at 
an AL West title. Major League Baseball as 
a whole will also benefit from this trade. 

With two of the game's biggest slug- 
gers playing for the Yankees, baseball fans 
worldwide will tune in to see how many 
records the team will break. Attendance 
records will probably be shattered, as will 
the confidence of many pitchers who 
have to face the Bronx Bombers. 

Once again, the hearts of Red Sox fans 
are breaking, as this trade puts the 
Yankees on top as the favorite of the AL 
East. 

Somewhere, Babe Ruth is observing 
the madness, smoking a fine cigar and 
laughing at the curse he created.* 

The Greatest Victory 
A month-long tribute 

Ali proved greatness 
beyond boxing ring 
By Matthew Adair 
Staff Writer 

He was a man who could not 
only boast to all watchers that he 
was "The Greatest of All Time," 
but who could also back up his 
words both in and out of the box- 
ing ring. 

Had any other man spoken the 
words, "When you're as great as 
me, it's hard to be humble," fans 
would be disgusted by such an 
arrogant display of pride. 

The man who spoke those 
words, however, had every right 
to claim them. 

Muhammad Ali became one 
of boxing's fiercest and most 
respected fighters. His name and 
his image are forever linked to the 
sport that has immortalized him 
as well as to the radical beliefs he 
believed with as much passion 
and fury as he demonstrated in 
the ring. 

When others sought to drown 
him out, Ali shouted louder. 
When authority attempted to 
hold him down, Ali fought back. 
His wit and his strength in his 
beliefs made him unstoppable at 
anything he seemed to throw 
himself into, regardless of the 
obstacles in his way. 

Ali was born Cassius 
Marcellus Clay, Jr. in 1942. 
Devoting very little attention to 
academics, it was clear from early 
on that he cared little for any- 
thing that wasn't boxing. When 
his bicycle was stolen from him. 
Clay was directed by a police offi- 
cer to Frank Stoner, who shaped 
Ali and perfected his talents in 
the ring. 

Stoner's training led Clay to 
win  a  series of victories and 
awards, culminating in  a gold 
medal    in    the    1960 
Rome Olympics. 

He quickly entered 
professional boxing 
.liter returning to his 
native       Kentucky, 
becoming 
Heavyweight 
Champion     of 
the   World   by 
defeating Sonny 
Liston. His pride 
and wit were as 
powerful as his 
speed and 
punches,  as   he 
taunted   oppo- 
nents with  his 
famous remark 
that  he could 
"float like a but- 
terfly,  sting  like a 
bee." 

Clay used his 
lofty position as 
champion to 

openly display his disgust with 
racism. He joined the radical 
Nation of Islam in 1964, convert- 
ing to the Islamic faith and 
changing his name from Cassius 
Clay to Muhammad Ali. This, 
combined with his 1966 refusal to 
serve the Army during the 
Vietnam War, caused him to be 
stripped of his boxing license and 
his heavyweight title in addition 
to receiving a five-year prison 
term for draft evasion. 

Ali, however, would not allow 
himself to be beaten by adversity. 

Ali had his conviction over- 
turned three years later and 
regained his boxing license. After 
a devastating loss to Joe Frazier at 
Madison Square Garden in 1971, 
Ali fought his way back up to his 
title. He knocked out then-cham- 
pion George Foreman in the 
Zaire "Rumble in the Jungle" 
before traveling to the 
Philippines and knocking out 
Frazier in 14 rounds in what is 
known famously today as the 
"Thrilla' in Manila." 

Ali would hold the title of 
champion almost continuously 
from then until 1980, when, after 
two losses, he announced that he 
would retire from boxing. 

While his career as a boxer 
may be over, Ali continues several 
fights to this day, from his per- 
sonal battle with Parkinson's 
Disease to the much broader fight 
of working for peace and equality 
world-wide. WORLD, the World 
Organization for Right, Liberty 
and Dignity, was established by 
Ali to help work toward his 
humanitarian goals. 

Today, some compare modern 
sports   stars   such   as   Michael 
Jordan  or Tiger Woods  to  the 
famous boxer in terms of status 

within an athlete's   respective 
sport and the recognition of 

his name and image. 
But    to    those    who 

watched  Ali  prove  time 
and again not just his 

talent,      but      the 
strength of his con- 
victions in what is 
right, there is no 
comparison. His 
fame   is   more 
than the 
measure    of 
those     who 
recognize 
him or the 
wealth  he 

_^A     has built. 
MB He 
^^    simply, 

beyond  all 
material measure, 
the greatest. ♦ 
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