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Interview with the "Mouth of the South 

Jerry Clower shares his thoughts 
By MARLA 

CARTWRIGHT 
Assistant Lifestyles Editor 

MTSU Founders' Day 
celebration enjoyed the 
rare distinction of a visit 
from country comedian 
Jerry Clower. 

A press conference with 
the entertainer before his 
stage appearance offered an 
opportunity to view Clower 
up close. 

Following are some of 
the questions that were 
asked of Clower. 

Question: "You seem to 
be hard to embarrass. Have 
there been any moments 
onstage where something 
happened that might have 
embarrassed you, like your 
pants split or something?" 

Answer: "No, not really. 
I give thanks for all things. 
It's Itinda hard to upset me 
or bother me. I have had 
children to sit out on the 
edge of the stage and I 
thought their mommas or 
their poppas ought've got 
them down from there. But 
I just kept on and didn't let 
it bother me. I was doing a 
festival one time and a little 
girl just walked up on the 
stage and just took me by 
the hand. Nobody come 
after her and I helped her 
down and just kept going 
and didn't miss a lick But 
not   really,   I've been   real 

fortunate. Like you say, it'd 
have to be something, sure 
enough to embarrass me 
and if my britches split I 
would take my coat off and 
tie it over the split and keep 
going." 

Question: "What do you 
think is happening in our 
religious community? 
We've got television 
evangelists who are in trou- 
ble, a Nashville minister 
charged with cutting the 
head off one of his mem- 
bers, etc. What does this say 
about our religious commu- 
nity or does it say any- 
thing?" 

Answer: "I think what it 
says is that anytime you put 
your faith in a person you're 
going to be extremely disap- 
pointed at one time or 
another. But put your faith 
in Cod then when people 
disappoint you, you can 
handle it because you've got 
your faith in something, in 
God who's never made a 
mistake. Christianity works. 
When the devil makes a 
mess, he makes a good one. 
And pride and money and 
all this other stuff get in- 
volved in it. I hear some 
people say this hurts the 
cause of Christ and I don't 
believe that. The grass with- 
ereth, the flower fadeth 
away but the word of God 
will stand forever. Just be- 

cause some human being's 
foot slips don't mean that 
everthing that God's ever 
promised to us isn't so. So 
I love my pastor, he is my 
spiritual leader, but I am in 
awe of God and God only 
and not my preacher." 

Question: "We had 
another incident Tuesday 
morning, did you look out 
your window to see if Jesus 
was coming out of the 
clouds? A lot of people 
thought he was going to be 
here." 

Answer: "I feel sorry for 
them people, anybody that 
gullible. The Bible says that 
don't nobody know. The 
Lord is running that. It 
didn't bother me at all and 
I didn't pay any attention to 
it whatsoever. It bothers me 
that people don't have no 
more faith. Some other 
things bother me like 
people who quit going to 
church on account of what 
Jimmy Swaggart done. 
Don't quit going to church 
when the preacher lets you 
down. Quit going to church 
when Jesus fails you. People 
wave that Bible over their 
heads and say.'If God be for 

you, who can be against 
you?' but a little rain falls 
in their life and they turn 
into a pagan. And that 
bothers me. Give me them 
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Comedian Jerry Clower explains his personal religious views in response to interview- 
ers" questions before his Founders' Day appearance at the KOM Sept. 15. 

mance?" fact. Marcel called me up 
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days out of the year. I've     it  ^^4 so much at  his 
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Clower bellows his trademark coonhunter's call for the audience. In addition to 
verbal exclamations, Clower also used wild gesturing to tell his famous stories of 
such characters as Marcel Ledbetter and his uncle, Clovis Ledbetter. 

good 'ol boys and giris who 
praise the Lord when 
they're down in the valley 
and praise the Lord when 
they're up on the mountain- 
top. They give thanks for all 
things. In all things, give 
thanks. I really do that, I'm 
not trying to be pious here. 

You can ask Steve Thur- 
man. I praise the Lord if I 
sell one album. I praise the 
Lord if I sell a million al- 
bums. I literally do. And it 
works! That works! Just give 
thanks for all things and 
keep going." 

Question: "Do you ever 
regret performing? Do you 
ever wish you had kept sel- 
ling fertilizer to avoid time 
away from your family, that 
type of thing?" 

Answer: "No. Whatever 
state I'm in, I'm content. 
I'm like the apostle Paul. I 
was away from home quite 
a bit as a traveling salesman 
and I'm real fortunate that 
I have a super wife. I mar- 
ried my childhood 
sweetheart. I never dated 
another giri and I never had 
another sweetheart. And as 
I speak to you, I've been 
married 41 years. It's been 
a super marriage." 

Question: "How much 
time do you spend on the 
road? How long have you 
been performing and where 
was    your    first     perfor- 
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been performing since 
1970. I backed into show- 
business. I was a fertilizer 
salesman in Lubbock Texas, 
talking to a farm group and 
a guy there dared me to 
make a record. As a tounge- 
in-cheek venture, I cut it 
just to get rid of this guy. 
Thirty days later I had a 
gold record. My first per- 
formance was in Jackson- 
ville   Florida with Charlie 
Pride." 

Question: "How are you 
so energetic on stage? What 
keeps you going?" 

Answer: "I'm committed 
to be a place and I think it 
would just be awful if 1 
didn't show up. My com- 
mittment is to the people 
who buy the tickets and I 
love doing what I'm doing. 
I'm motivated to get out 
there and do it. In this day 
and age when there's so 
much negativism, I'm just 
elated that I can put a little 
laughter in the thing. Inas- 
much as I'm an entertainer, 
I get to see men, women, 
mommas, poppas and chil- 
dren all laugh together. I 
love that. I think that's the 
way it ought to be." 

Question: "How's Mar- 
cel Ledbetter doing?" 

Answer:   "Marcel   Led- 
better is doing super.   In 

house that the white perch 
had eat up his garden!" 

Question: "Your stories 
are so rich with these 
characters. How much of 
these are based on real 
people; how much on fic- 
tional characters?" 

Answer: "All of my 
characters are based on real 
people — every character 
I've ever brought up. All of 
my stories are all almost 
true. The funniest things in 
the world really happen. It's 
not something a creative 
mind comes up with. As 
long as I travel, as long as 
I see people, I'll have a new 
story." 

Question: "Has anyone 
ever proposed to do a movie 
based on this or asked you 
to do a television series?" 

Answer: "I had that part 
on 'Carter Country' until it 
got slapped up to Bud Yor- 
Itin. He decided they would 
rather have an actor to act 
funny than have a humorist 
or comedian who would act 
funny. People would want 
to associate some of my 
characters with the part. It 
would be better for who- 
ever had that part not to 
have a reputation. I didn't 
get it and I'm kinda glad I 
didn't." 


