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Four score in double digits to propel Raiders to win 
Michael Edwards 

Staff Reporter 

The MTSU men pulled off the win 
Tuesday night against TSU in the first 
round of the Ohio Valley Conference 
tournament, on the back of four MTSU 
players that scored in double figures 
The Raiders won the game by a score 
of 75-66. 

The Raiders shot 55 percent from 
the field in the second half and 57 
percent from the three-print range. 
Cedrick Wallace scored 12 points. 
while Richard Duncan had 11. Ali 
McGhee led the Raiders with 17 and 
Gerald King came off the bench to 
pour in 16 points in 24 minutes 

For TSU, Jamie Roberts led all 
scorers with 18. while Corey Williams 
scored 11 before getting ejected 
because he hit Gerald King in the head 
with the basketball. Jason Johnson 
scored 13 and grabbed a game-high 
eighl rebounds in 38 minutes. He also 
did a great job of containing Lee 
Nosse 

Nosse did not have a good game, but 
he did divert the defense of the Tigers, 
which allowed people such as McGhee 
and Kent Aver to hit three-pointers 
McGhee hit five of six from the land of 
the three-pointer. 

TSU led the Raiders at the half by 
five points with the score at 38-33. In 
the second half, TSU shot only 38 
percent from the floor, which, in the 
end, cost them the game. TSU was 10 
of 28 from three-point range in the 
game and 26 of 62 overall from the 
field. 

With the game close down to the 
stretch. TSU's Darwin Carter, tried to 
be a little too cute with the ball and 
Richard Duncan was there to get the 
steal. He stole the ball four times from 
Carter.. 

"The ball is never safe around 
[Duncan)." McGhee said. 

The Raiders play Southeast 
Missouri State on Saturday at 7 p.m. 
at the Nashville Arena. The Indians 
beat MTSU two times earlier in the 
year, but the Raiders are confident in 
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their chances of winning. 
"We're not going to let them beat us 

a third," Wallace said. 
If MTSU wins the game Saturday, 

they will have the honor of playing the 
Morehead St.-Murray St. winner in 
the championship game on Sunday. 
That winner will go to the NCAA 
tournament. 

"If we get to the finals, it's 
anybody's ballgame," Coach Randy 
Wiel said. 

The Raiders are now realizing what 
this time of the year means, and what 
needs to happen to be successful. The 
regular season is history and now all 
of the teams are on the same slate. 
Lose and go home. MTSU has the 
chance to do what no team since 1989 
has done . That is what is known to 
basketball fans as "the dance." They 
are two wins away. 

"It's crunch time now," Gerald King 
said. ■ 
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Staff photo by Derrick Wilson 
Ali McGhee soars to 17 points in the Blue Raiders' 75-68 win over Tennessee State 
University Monday night. The victory advances MTSU to Round Two in the Ohio 
Valley Conference Tournament. They will take on Southeast Missouri State 
Saturday at the Nashville Arena. 

Lady Raiders' season 
ended by TSU's upset 

Michael Edwards 
Staff Reporter 

The women's basketball 
team's season came to an end 
Tuesday night with an 82-79 
loss to arch rival Tennessee 
State. The loss was only 
MTSU's ninth of the year, while 
TSU stands at a cool 13-14. 

MTSU came out in the first 
half and totally dominated the 
first 10 minutes of the game. 
The Raiders were playing 
better than they have all year. 
It really seemed like they 
actually did turn their intensity 
up a notch for the post season. 

MTSU started the game on a 
16-4 run until the 13:44 mark. 
Cari Hassel ended the run with 
a three-pointer from the 
baseline at 13:27. MTSU 
continued to dominate the half 
until a Jessica McClure 
tdrnover turned into a TSU 
layup. That layup sparked a 6-0 
run for the Tigers, which cut 
the MTSU lead to five with 
11:05 left in the first half. 

However, MTSU would 
extend the lead back to 12 over 
the next two minutes and 45 
seconds. However, the Tigers 
would cut the MTSU lead back 
to five with four ticks left on the 
clock. An MTSU turnover on 
the inbounds pass led to 
another TSU layup by 
Schronda Moore, which cut the 
lead down to three with the half 
at an end. 

MTSU led the entire first 
half with the largest lead being 
12. Cari Hassell scored 17, and 
Moore scored 14 all in the first 
half. Hassell played the entire 
first half. Carlita Elder and 
Jamie Thomatis led the Raiders 
with 11 apiece in the first half. 

The second half for the 
Raiders would be a dreadful 
one. It half started out just like 
the first half ended with 
Schronda Moore taking all of 
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Jamie Thomatis breaks an Ohio Valley Conference record Tuesday night 
as she scored 37 points against TSU. Even Thomatis' point 
contribution could not stop the Lady Tigers from winning 82-79. 

seven seconds to make a layup 
and cut the lead to one. 

TSU would take a lead for 
the first time in the game at 
the 17-minute mark. Hassell 
hit a three to give the Tigers 
the 46-43 lead. MTSU 
continued to battle, but the 
Tigers proved to be too tough 
down the stretch. 

TSU's lead grew to 11 with 
just over 13 minutes left in the 
game. As MTSU fans began to 
wonder about the future of the 
season, MTSU began to battle 
back into the game. Jamie 
Thomatis took things into her 
own  hands.  She  scored   12 

points over the next six minutes 
and pulled the Raiders to 
within three points of the 
Tigers. 

Even after being down seven 
with 2:48 remaining, the 
Raiders had not given up. 
MTSU cut the lead to three 
with 36 seconds left in the 
game. MTSU was spared and 
had another chance to win, but 
a turnover killed the hopes and 
the season for the Raiders. 

Despite being down by three 
points in a crucial point in the 
game, Coach Smith left the best 
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MTSU Blast Swim Meet 
focuses on fun, challenge 

Kelley Finlen 
Staff Reporter 

While competitive juices 
flowed this weekend, the 
primary objective of MTSU's 
Blast Invitational Swim 
Meet was fun. 

The Master Swim Club 
was started by the Rec 
Center' Aquatics program to 
give students, faculty, staff 
and alumni an opportunity 
to compete in organized 
events while staying lit anil 
reaching for their goals. 

The club's first organized 
competition was Feb. 13. 

Faculty and students 
teamed up to challenge 
other Middle Tennessee 
swimming programs to a 
day in the pool. Half of 
MTSU's members were in 
this type of competition and 
gained valuable meet 
experience. 

Aquatics Director Ray 
Wiley said, "Our goal is to 
provide an opportunity for 
swimmers to get instruction 
by certified coaches, to have 
camaraderie with others 
who enjoy working out and 
get back into shape in a fun 
atmosphere." 

MTSU's Master Swim 
Club is a member of the 

United States Master 
Swimming organization. 
The meets are divided into 
five-year age brackets and 
include numerous events. 
Members of Music City's 
Swim Club and the YMCA's 
team attended the event. 

Director Wiley was very 
pleased with the turnout 
and foresees much potential 
in th-. se types of meets. 

"We plan to host two 
meets a semester," Wiley- 
said, "as well as travel to 
those hosted by others. 

We are excited to be 
hosting the Spring Splash 
99 Invitational on March 27 
and encourage anyone to 
sign up who wishes to get 
involved." 

Phil Johnson. 22, is a 
member of the Master Swim 
Club and participated in 
this weekend's competition. 

"People I swam against 
during high school were 
there, and I was excited to 
check out and see what 
college competition was 
like." 

After this weekend's 
event. Johnson wishes to 
practice more to "up" the 
competition level that 
MTSU's squad bring to the 
invitationals. 

"I plan to stick with it," 

Johnson said. "It will help 
me out in the long run. As 
we gain some exposure, we 
can recruit more members, 
and get more depth on our 
team." 

United States Master 
Swimming has clubs 
through out the USA and is 
associated with other 
organizations 
internationally. They bring 
the clubs together for 
national championships. 

MTSU's club has member 
sranging in age from the 
late teens to mid-50s. 

Wiley said, "Swimming is 
a lifetime sport. It is a great 
cardiovascular workout and 
minimizes wear and tear. 
You can't beat it." 

Members commit to at 
least three workouts a 
week, while gaining 
strength endurance and 
fitness. Training sessions 
are available Monday 
through Friday. 

Those who are interested 
are encouraged to sign up 
through the aquatics 
program in the Rec center. 
Wiley also invites all new 
comers to attend MTSU's 
Spring Splash '99 
Invitational, to experience a 
meet and cheer tor the 
team.B 

Injuries do not sideline Lady Moose 
Ayne Cantrell 

Special to Sidelines 

"Give blood. Play rugby," a 
popular slogan among rugby 
fans, proved true for the 
women's rugby team in 
Saturday's win against 
Vanderbilt University. 

Despite   the   loss   of  key 

players Shelley Christian and 
Nicole Wallace in the second 
half due to injuries, the Lady 
Moose easily defeated Vandy 
27-0. Wallace scored 10 points 
before suffering an ankle sprain 
that put her on the sidelines. 
Shannon Bustillos contributed 
seven points, including a two- 
point conversion kick, and both 
Christian and Heather Barnes 

scored two tries each for a total 
of H) points. 

Coach Wolfe attributed the 
MTSU victory to "outstanding 
defense play and the 
sensational contribution of 
rookies Natalie, Jessica Drake 
and Kristy Estes." The Lady- 
Moose's win over Vanderbilt 
gives them a 2-0 conference 
record for the season. ■ 
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