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my friends and I moved to a 
better seat before the game 
started. I'd have loved to 
take advantage of the 
opportunity to get in on 
Friday night and then for 
Saturday's championship, 
but that'll wait until next 
year. 

I even used my new "big 
shot" status to roam around 
the arena a bit during breaks 
in the court action. I checked 
out the media "work" room, 
where all the newspaper, 
radio and television folks 
could go and collect media 
guides, game notes, statistics 
and press releases from the 
various teams, as well as use 
the provided work space, 
telephones and fax machines 
on hand to complete and 
send their game stories. 
When that work was 
finished, the media was free 
to use the arcade basketball 
game on hand to work on 
their jump shot, or take 
advantage of the free food 
and beverages that the 
conference was generous 
enough to provide. Needless 
to say, my media guide 
collection, my shot and my 
appetite were aided by this 
little feature only offered to 
us journalistic types. 

I took a little stroll 
around the press row area 
during halftime Thursday 
night to check out the who's 
who of area sports reporters. 
I stopped by where Drew was 
positioned and I'll have to 
agree with him — he got 
shafted in the seat 
department.   But there were 

a lot of reporters on hand for 
the first round action, and I 
guess they felt the Middle 
Tenhessee State University 
community newspaper was 
just not important enough to] 
warrant a spot on the side of 
the court. 

It could have been worse. 
Drew could've had to sit with 
the television people. 

Fortunately for me, 
everything was all good for 
the women's games, which I 
was supposed to attend. I 
got great mid-court seats on 
press row, and wasn't 
bothered by any 
cheerleaders, bands or 
anything. I was accosted by 
"Governor Peay", Austin 
Peay's nightmarish mascot, 
during the first round game, 
but it was over quickly and 
left me relatively unscathed. 

Also, Sports Information 
intern Jim Horten and I were 
told by an usher at the 
courtside tunnel that we 
couldn't walk around the 
court on Sunday afternoon, 
but when we whipped out 
our passes like Wyatt Earp 
and Doc Holliday she figured 
out just who she was dealing 
with. 

Once again, it would have 
been a lot nicer if I could 
have traveled to Municipal 
on Monday night to see the 
women in the championship, 
but that can wait until next 
year, too. 

But hey, I did see Eddie 
"01' Blue" Johnston bury a 
behind-the-back half-courter 
in the final game of his 
sparkling mascot career, so 
for me the tournament was a 
great experience.■ 

meeting Tennessee, followec 
by the Florida-Mississippi 
game. 

The top two teams in each 
division — No. 3 Kentucky, 
No. 5 Arkansas, No. 15 
Mississippi State and 
Georgia — drew first-round 
byes. 

LSU and Vanderbilt will 
be matching 12-14 records, 
with the Commodores having 
won the regular season 
meeting in Baton Rouge 66- 
58 behind Ronnie 
McMahan's 28 points. 

"We still have hope," LSU 
coach   Dale   Brown   said, 

adding that he told his 
players to forget about their 
last outing — a 127-80 rout 
by Kentucky last Saturday. 

"The teams match up 
pretty well," Brown said. "In 
size, we match up. The 
speed, or lack of it, is about 
the same. Our benches are 
similar." 

Vandy coach Jan Van 
Breda Kolff agreed. 

"We are similar to LSU in 
that we have played well in a 
lot of games. We are like 
them in that we have been in 
position to win five or six 
more games, but sometimes 
the bounces go against you," 
he said. ■ 

Lady Raider Softball: 
March 11 vs. Morehead, 
March 12 vs. Eastern Kentucky 

Support 

Spring Athletics!!! 

Rlue Raider Baseball: 
rtartr:        2Vi.   'Elt^nois 

SPRING BREAK SHUTTLE 
Destination: Nashville Metro Airport 

Call TO PAY to schedule your 
personal transportation to the airport. 

Eliminate airport parking dilemmas... 

Anytime Transportation 
corporate^ 

393-7611 
Ask about our student/faculty Spring Break Special 

(one way shuttle $15 • round trip shuttle $30) 

On Time...Anytime... 

AmeriCorps 
CHANGE   YOUR   LIFE.     CHANGE   YOUR   COUNTRY, 

WHAT IS 

AMERICORPS-NCCC? 

As part of the new domestic 
Peace Corps, the National 

Civilian Community Corps 

(NCCC) is a one-year resi- 
dential program for people 

age 18-24. Members receive: 

housing, meals, and 
other benefits 

_ living expenses 

$4725 toward existing stu- 
dent loans or future tuition 

costs (or a $2362 check). 

Please call for more 
information and an 

application: 

1-800- 
94-ACORPS 

(1-800-942-2677) 

1-800-833-3722 (TDD) 

We've heard enough about what's wrong 

with our communities. Now it's time to 

get things done. 

AMERICORPS*NCCC IS YOUR CHANCE TO: 

Restore parks and endangered habitats. 

Teach children to read — and to love learning. 

Build homes for the homeless. 

Keep teenagers in school, off drugs. 

Immunize infants. 

Turn gang battlegrounds into kids' playgrounds. 

Get things done. 

Now. 

Applications are due by 
April 24.1995. 


