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Nine miscues downfall of Blue Raiders 
By DON HARRIS 

Sports Editor 

Middle Tennessee's offense cried wolf once too often 
this Saturday. 

Actually, the offense. cried wolf nine times as the Blue 
Raiders committed nine turnovers against a fired-up 
Tennessee Tech football team. The Eagles took ad- 
vantage of the Raider miscues and flew away with 
Harvey and a 28-9 victory. 
"WE PUT our defense in a 
bind," head coach Boots 
Donnelly said. "You don't keep 
giving them cracks at you over 
and over and over—you don't 
keep doing that." 

But that's what MTSU did 
Saturday as Blue Raider 
quarterbacks threw seven in- 
terceptions in a desperate effort 
to bring the team from behind. 

"The defense still played 
super," Donnelly said, "but 
we're no good offensively and it 
took a toll again. 

"WE DONT have the muscle 
or confidence offensively. We're 
just not agressive enough and it 
caught up with us." 

Middle Tennessee did show 
some agressiveness on their first 
possession when Donnelly called 

a fake punt on Tech's 42-yard 
line. Vince "Flea" Hall took the 
snap and raced through the right 
side of the Eagle defense to 
Tech's 27. 

The 7,000 fans quieted 
themselves back down though 
and settled in for a long winter's 
nap when Sammy Bryant 
fumbled the ball on the next 
play and Tech recovered at the 
30.' 

NEITHER offense really got 
on track during the first half, as 
both punters were called upon 
six times. 

The only excitement was 
heard from the visitor's side 
when quarterback Tony 
Constantine, who completed 
nine of 15 passes for 99 yards 
and three TDs, connected with 
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Bubba Griffin for a 38-yard TD 
strike to give the Golden Eagles 
a 7-0 lead at the half. 

CONSTANTINE struck for 
his third touchdown pass on the 
first play of the fourth quarter 
hitting fullback Reggie Bazel to 
give Tech a 21 -0 lead. 

On MTSU's next four 
possessions, the Blue Raiders 
threw three interceptions and 
turned the ball over once on 
downs. 

Middle Tennessee finially 
broke the g«K>se egg on the 
scoreboard when the entire 
defensive line tackled reserve 
qurterback Mark Powers in the 
end zone for a safety. 

The only other Raider score 
came when Bryant smick over 
from the 1-yard line after 
Robbie Ridings recovered a 
Tech fumble at the Eagles' 38. 

MTSU RECOVERED the 
ensuing onside kickoff, but 
again Tech picked off the errant 
Raider pass. The Eagles nabbed 
a seventh Middle Tennessee pass 
before time ran out. 

"Every mistake went our 
way," Donnelly said. "We made 
all of them and they made 
none." 

"OUR FOOTBALL season 
was a decent one." the third- 
year coach said. "We set a goal 
for six wins and hoped for seven. 
The only thing I'm disappointed 
in is the way we plaved against 
Tech." 

"There is a great opportunity 
for offensive players to come in 
here and play," Donnelly said. 
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Tennessee Tech's Mark Powers (13) is stopped at the goal line by the Blue Raider defensive line for a 
safety. Greg Casteel (85), Robbie Ridings (56), Mickey McCullough (74), and David Upton (75) make the 
stop for the Middle Tennessee to provide two of MTSU's nine points against the Eagles. 

"We've gotta have a quar- 
terback who can execute and a 
running back who can run—not 
run fast but hold and control the 
ball." 

Ironically MTSU won the 
statistical batUe with 238 total 
yards to Techs 165. Dennis Mix, 
Emanuel Toles, Charles 
Gregory. Robbie Ridings, and 
Mike Carter led the balanced 
defensive attavk for the Blue 
Raiders which held Eagle 
rushers to 06 vards. 

4 make All-OVC squad 
Blue Raider footballers 

Vince "Flea" Hall (34) races around the right end on a fake punt 
as punter Jimmy Merryman (46) watches. The play was good for a 
first down deep inside Tech territory, but on the next play, 
quarterback Sammy Bryant fumbled and Tech recovered ending 
the drive. 

OVC STANDINGS 

TEAM OVC ALL 

Eastern Kentucky 8-0 10-1 

Youngstown 5-3 7-4 

Murray State 5-3 8-3 

Middle Tennessee 4-4 6-5 

Western Kentucky 4-4 6-5 

Tennessee Tech 4-4 6-5 

Akron 4-4 5-5 

Austin Peay 3-5 5-5 
Morehead 0-8 1-9 

The 1981 football season drew 
to a close here Saturday with a 
disappointing loss to arch-rival 
Tennessee Tech, but news that 
four Blue Raiders had been 
named to the All-Ohio Valley 
Conference first team quickly 
became the talk of the town. 

Juniors Dennis Mix. James 
Griffin, Emanuel Toles, and 
freshman Kelly Potter earned 
spots on the elite All-OVC 
squad, making them the first 
Raiders to make the postseason 
team in three years. 

Mix, a defensive end, led 
MTSU in tackles for losses with 
17 for a total of 89 yards. He also 
tied Griffin for the team in- 
terception lead with four, which 
he returned for 66 yards and one 
touchdown. .The McMinnville, 
Tenn., native ranked third in 
tackles and assists in the squad 
with 90. He also blocked two 
field goal attempts this year and 
recovered one fumble. 

GRIFFIN, A free safety, 
ranked sixth on the squads' 
tackle and assists list with 56. He 
returned his four interceptions 
for 87 yards. He also recovered a 
fumble this year. 

Toles, a defensive tackle, 
racked up 63 tackles and assists 
on the year to rank fourth on 
MTSU's charts. He was second 
in tackles for losses with 11 for 
50 yards. He was the team's 
leader in fumble recoveries with 
five on the year.. 

Potter, MTSU's field goal and 
extra-point specialist, led the 
Blue Raiders in scoring this year 
with 54 points. He was perfect 
in the extra-point category. 
hitting on all 15 tries. He was 
excellent in field goal kicking too 
as he hit 13 of 15. His total of 13 
field goals made a new NCAA 
Division I-AA record for field 
goal made by a freshman in a 
year. That total also fell just one 
shy on tying the OVC record by 
all kickers. 

Talented roundballers open season Friday 
By DON HARRIS 

Sports Editor 
Three words are synonymous 

with the Middle Tennessee's 
1981-82 basketball program- 
experienced, talented, and deep. 

Third-year coach Stan 
"Ramrod" Simpson is the only 
coach in the Ohio Valley 
Conference to return every 
starter from last year's 18-9 
squad. 

AS A UNIT, Middle Ten- 
nessee led the OVC in scoring 
margin and ranked second in 
scoring defense, rebounding 
margin, and field goal per- 
centage last year. 

At the top of Simpson's list in 
1981-82 is the 1981 OVC Player 
of the Year Jerry Beck. 

Beck led the league in 
rebounding with an average of 
9.8 per outing last year, though 
he's by no means the biggest 
man on the court most of the 
time at 6-7. He was also the 
second-highest scorer in the 
OVC with an average of 17.3 
per game and will be the top 
returning scorer in the con- 
ference this year. 

ONE OF Beck's biggest assets 
is his consistency. He led the 
OVC in field goal percentage, 
connecting on 60.2 percent of his 
attempts. He was fifth in free 
throw percentage with a 77.8 
percent accuracy mark. 

Senior outside threat Rick 
Campbell (6-4) and junior 
playmaker Edward "Pancakes" 

Perry (5-10) are seasoned 
returners for Simpson at the 
guard position. 

Campbell joined the Blue 
Raider fold last year and quickly 
found a home, finishing as the 
team's second highest scorer 
with a 15.3 average. His long- 
range sharpshooting frequently 
pulled the opposition out from 
beneath the hoop. 

"PANCAKES" sported a 10.5 
scoring average last year and 
often came through in the clutch 
with one of his patented top-of- 
the-key jumpers. His speed and 
quickness at point guard will 
prove vital to MTSU's success. 

Middle Tennessee's baseline 
will be solid this season with the 
return of 6-6 senior Chris Harris 
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Junior "Pancakes" Perry will again be the playmaker for the 1981 -82 Raiders. Perry and the rest of the 
Middle Tennessee '81 -'82 roundballers will make their regular season debut this Friday night against 
UTC at the "Cooors Classic" at Tennessee State University. 

and 6-5 senior Lucious "Buck" 
Hailey. 

Harris has been a big part of 
the Raider program for the past 
three years. He had a 7.9 scoring 
average and a 5.6 rebounding 
average last year. Hailey came 
to MTSU just last year and 
earned a starting position and 
finished with a 7.1 scoring 
average. 

MIDDLE'S "sixth man" 
should be Georgia's Junior 
College Player of the Year 
Dwayne Dorsey. Dorsey has 
been impressive in early 
practices and has an excellent 
chance of breaking into the 
starting lineup, according to 
Simpson. 

Senior Mike Frost and 
sophomore Maury Mapes will 
give the Raiders plenty of depth 
at center and guard. 

Frost, at 6-11, started five 
games last year and proved to be 
a definite advantage with the 
inside game. Ma|>es saw con- 
siderable action as freshman and 
will provide Middle Tennessee 
the depth needed in the back- 
court. 

JUNIOR DANNY Mayfield 
broke an ankle early last year 
before he ever really got started, 
but will be back to 100 percent 
when MTSU takes to the hard- 
court. 

Reserves Willie Johnson (6-9 
senior), and sophomores Greg 
Nimmo and Greg Smith round 
out the list of returning Raiders. 

In addition to Dorsey, 
Simpson has added three more 
talented roundballers to his '81- 
'82 fold. 

KENNY BECK (6-8), Jerry's 
younger brother, transfers form 
Motlow State, and has a sharp- 
shooting eye. Wardell "Pound- 
cakes" Perry, a 6-9 junior college 

transfer, is exacted to have a 
significant impact on the Raider 
fortunes. Dave Fowler (6-4) has 
shown a lot of hustle and hard 
work and should see some action 
in his freshman year. 

After three controlled Blue- 
White scrimmages Simpson is 
pleased with the Blue Raiders' 
performance. 

"The most pleasent thing was 
the first unit's unselfishness," 
Simpson said after the Blue- 
White game last Saturday night. 
"They passed the ball as well as 

you can. 
"THE SECOND unit was a 

little slow, though, getting down 
the floor." 

The 1981-82 campaign will 
see a slightly different image in 
the Blue Raiders. Simpson feels 
they will play a quicker tempo 
on offense while utilizing more 
players. Defensively, he looks 
for the same hustling effort he 
has received in his first two 
years. 

Satruday's Blue-White game 
(Cniilinucd on fHific Si 
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Senior forward "Buck"Hailey goes up against sophomore forward 
Greg Nimmo for a rebound during the Blue-White intrasquad 
game last Saturday night. In the third scrimmage this season, the 
Blue team came out on top 55-25. 


