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MTSU golf claims 3rd straight title Si 

By Rob Nunley / staff          

The Blue Raider golf team posted 
five top-twenty individual scores on 
their way to winning their third 
consecutive Ohio Valley Conference 
title yesterday at Opryland's 
Springhouse Golf Club. 

Middle Tennessee shot a combined 
team score of 876 over the three day, 
54-hole tournament, twelve strokes 
over par and 14 ahead of Murray State 
and Eastern Kentucky, who tied for 
second at 890. 

The Raiders led Murray by only 
two strokes going into yesterday's final 

round, but several impressive efforts 
over the final 18 holes allowed Middle 
to win by an impressive 14 strokes. 

"Eastern was playing good early 
today, and so was Murray," said head 
golf coach Johnny Moore. "But we just 
kept pouring it on them." 

Three Blue Raiders, Brian 
Higgins, David Head and Steve 
Ressler. shot one-under totals of 71 in 
the final round. Maine Brock's even- 
par 72 contributed to Middle's 285 
total, while David Reed's one-over 73 
was not counted toward the team 
score. 

" I thought all along we could win 

it, but I never dreamed they would go 
up there and do what they did today," 
Moore said. "They just ran over those 
guys." 

Higgins's three-day total of 217 
(one-over) was good enough to tie for 
third place on the individual 
leaderboard. Reed finished sixth with 
a 219, while shooting a 7.3 in every 
round for the second straight year. 
Ressler tied for seventh place overall 
with a 220. 

Head finished tied for 13th with a 
total of 223, and Brock tied for 20th 
with a 227. 

Murray State's Adam Grogan shot 

the lowest individual score, with a 
three-day total of 213 (three-under 
par). Grogan also shot the 
tournament's low round, with a 67 on 
the first day. Grogan, who shot a one- 
over 73 yesterday, was named the 
OVC's Golfer of the Year. 

Higgins was named to the All-OVC 
team for the 1996 season, and Moore 
was named OVC Coach of the Year for 
the third consecutive year. 

"I'm really proud of them," Moore 
said of his team. "I knew we had a 
good team, but I think they waited 
until the last to show us just how good 
they really are." • 

The Leprechaun's 
Plot 
Sean P. O'Toole 

Lady Raiders beat Tech 
to capture OVC crown 
By Joel Frey / staff 

Did someone say pressure? 
Anxiety? Nerves? 

Lately, the Lady Raider tennis 
team has been unable to identify with 
such words. 

Less than a week after an 8-1 win 
over Tennessee Tech to win the OVC 
regular season title, coach David 
Thornton's squad calmly duplicated 
the feat in 
Monday's 
championship 
match of the OVC 
tournament with 
a 5-3 win over the 
Lady Eagles. 

With the win, 
MTSU 
recaptured the 
title it had won 
four consecutive 
years from 1990- 
1993. 

"This team 
has shown a lot of 
maturity and 
poise over the last 
month of the 
season and I 
think this was 

1 ech was pumped 
up for this match, 
but I think we 
showed we wanted it 
more than they did." 

David Thornton 
Lady Raider tennis coach 

proven once again 
on Monday," 
Thornton said.  "Tech was pumped up 
for this match but I think we showed 
we wanted it more than they did." 

As in their April 16 match with 
Tech, the Lady Raiders' superior 
doubles play proved to be critical in 
the match. 

Middle jumped out to a quick 3-0 
lead following doubles' wins from the 
teams of Jennifer Bryans^Alex Toelle, 
Michelle Wilson/Kelley Bacich and 
Malinda Ryan/Amy King. 

Unlike the first match, however, 
all of the doubles victories did not 
come easy for the Lady Raiders. 

Bryans and Toelle fell behind 3-0 
to Tech's Esra Bayburt and Marieta 
Valkova before coming back to win 8-6. 
Likewise Wilson and Bacich were 
down 4-1 to Diana Pous and Mona 
Kronheim before rallying to a 9-8 

victory. 
The three doubles wins proved to 

be the margin of victory for MTSU. 
Tech took three singles matches over 
the Lady Raiders before Toelle 
clinched the MTSU win with a 6-2, 7-5 
victory over Pous at number three 
singles. 

Wilson had earned Middle's fourth 
point of the match with a 6-2, 6-2 win 
against Ozge Arslan at the number 

four position. 
Thornton said 

it felt good for 
him as well as the 
entire to team to 
achieve a goal 
they set for 
themselves at the 
beginning of the 
season. 

"This is 
something we 
wanted to 
accomplish," 
Thornton said. 
"Now we can look 
to build on this 
for next year's 
team." 

Toelle echoed 
the sentiments of 
her coach. 

"We are really 
happy with this but we don't want to 
stop there," she said." Next year we 
will shoot for regionals and keep 
building from there." 

Bryans, Toelle, Wilson, King and 
Ryan were named to the all-conference 
team. 

Additionally, Thornton was named 
OVC coach-of-the-year in only his 
second year at the helm of the 
women's team. 

Look for the Lady Raiders to 
improve on their accomplishments 
next year. Thornton returns six 
members from this year's squad and 
has recently signed a walk-on player 
from UT. 

"We really want to get our 
program on the national level," Bryans 
said. The freshman from Georgia 
added: "Our maturity and confidence 
levels will only continue to rise." • 

Brian G. Miller/staff 

Lady Raider Malinda Ryan returns a shot during a recent doubles 
match. Ryan and Amy King's doubles victory Monday at the OVC 
tournament final helped propel the Lady Raiders to the title. 

Baseball team splits two-game series with Alabama-Birmingham 
Staff Reports 

Brian G. Miller/staff 

Jeremy Owens beats a pick-off attempt during Sunday's game. 

It got a little scary late, but in the 
end the Blue Raider baseball team 
won the second game of this week's 
series with the University of Alabama- 
Birmingham Blazers, 6-4. 

The Raiders came in to the ninth 
inning of yesterday s game holding 
onto a 6-1 lead, but closer George 
Oleksik struggled, loading the bases 
and giving up three runs on four hits 
and two walks with two outs. 

Jamie Hill (3-4) recorded the win 
for MTSU, and Oleksik chalked up his 
sixth save. 

Middle scored two runs in the 
fourth inning. Clay Snellgrove led off 
the inning with his second home run, 
and Shane Shoemake singled with one 
out to bring home Wil Fraley. 

The Raiders added another run in 
the fifth, and one more in the sixth 
thanks to Andrew Thompson's fifth 

homer of the year. 
In the eighth, Jordan Beddies led 

off the inning with a single and stole 
second. Lee Marbet followed with his 
second homer of the year, a two-run 
blast that would prove to be enough to 
clinch the win for MTSU. 

Tuesday night, the Blazers 
overcame an early 2-1 deficit to 
triumph over the Raiders 4-3 in a 
game that saw the two teams leave a 
total of 11 men on base. 

Blazer starter Scott Beyer went 
eight and a third, giving up three runs 
(two earned), on five hits, walking four 
and striking out five, to halt the Blue 
Raider momentum. 

The Blue Raiders(25-21 overall), 
started senior right-hander Brian 
Early, who lasted four innings, giving 
up two runs on two hits, while sending 
eight Blazer batters back to the bench 

Please see BASEBALL on page 8 

MTSU Rugby downs Western Ky. to win Banshee Classic 
Staff Reports 

It was a rugby "battle royal" of 
sorts last weekend at Western 
Kentucky University. 

Eleven teams from across the Mid- 
South participated in the 20th annual 
Banshee Classic and when it was over 
Middle was the only team left 
standing, defeating host WKU 23-15 in 
the championship match. 

Before this impressive victory, the 

Moosemen defeated Fort Campbell 
Army in the first round 8-7 and 
another team from WKU dubbed the 
"Old Boys," 33-0. 

Tournament MVP Dace Shuck 
said this was an important win for the 
rugby program and a tribute to the 
hard play of the entire team and not 
just him. 

"Winning is a tradition for our 
team and this award is not for me, but 

for the entire squad that plays for 
MTSU rugby," he said. 

Besides Shuck who scored two 
tries over weekend action, team 
members Wes Barnes scored three 
tries, Toby Florek added two and Will 
Maddux, Brian Dynard, Will Rogers 
and Jason Boyd each chipped in one 
try for the Moosemen cause. 

In celebration of their win the 
team will be holding a victory party for 

students and faculty at their house 
located behind Lee's Chicken tonight 
at 9:30. Team president Ryan Moore 
said attire for the party is "sharp." 

The team has one more match 
before closing out its spring campaign 
on Saturday May 4 against MTSU Old 
Boys at 1:00 p.m. 

Anyone interested in playing 
rugby for Middle in the fall should 
contact Moore at 849-3692. • 

Albert Belle's 
reputation for 
trouble makes 
him a target 

Well, crazy kids, it's that time of 
year. 

Yes, sir, it's that time of year 
where you get two of me in the same 
week! 

DOUBLE YOUR PLEASURE, 
DOUBLE YOUR FUN! 

Well, continuing in my discussion 
of sports violence from Monday, I am 
going to shed light on a man who 
makes my stomach turn. 

Yes, folks, I'm talking about 
Albert Belle. 

Now, I'm not all that old, so I can 
remember back to when he was Joey 
Belle, an up and coming, but not yet 
fearsome, ballplayer. 

He was not the big lug that he is 
now, he didn't even know he could hit 
50 home runs and 50 doubles in the 
same year, and he wasn't quite half 
the menacing jerk that he is now. 

This whole feast of anger really 
began in the Halloween of 1994, when 
Belle chased a group of youngsters in 
his car. 

The youngsters had egged his 
house, so Belle jumped in his car and 
began chasing them. 

Then, before game three of the 
World series last year, Belle shouted 
profanities at NBC's Hannah Storm 
and was fined $50,000-the largest 
single player fine in major league 
history. 

And just recently, Belle turned 
down a four-year, $37 million dollar 
contract, and threatened to sue local 
Cleveland restaurants when they 
started selling $100 hamburgers to 
poke fun at the greedy left fielder. 

And finally, the events that took 
place on April 6 and came to light just 
this past weekend. And just when 
Albert Belle was trying to improve his 
image.... 

Tony Tomsic, a veteran 
photographer for Sports Illustrated, 
was taking pictures of Belle and 
teammates warming up before a game 
at Jacobs Field with Toronto. 

Belle ordered Tomsic to stop, and 
he did. But when Chief Wahoo's tribe 
moved out to left field for loosening- 
up, Tomsic followed (still not taking 
pictures, though). 

Before he knew it, Tomsic said he 
heard players shouting, and then he 
heard a ball hitting something behind 
him. Belle threw it. 

The next ball Belle threw hit 
Tomsic in the hand. Tomsic said that 
he had blocked it, or it would have hit 
him in the head or the upper body. 

Indians manager Mike Hargrove 
and several other players ( not 
including Belle) apologized to Tomsic. 

But now the incident has come to 
light. And I hear some people say, 

"Well, if Mike Piazza or Ken 
Griffey, Jr. did this, it would go 
unnoticed!" 

Exactly my point. Albert Belle 
has become the Dennis Rodman of 
baseball for one simple 
reason.. .History. 

Do you people actually think that 
referees just woke up one day and 
said, "Hey, let's all hate Dennis 
Rodman!" 

Or, do you think that football refs 
stood up at a meeting and said, "Hey, 
let's start being strict to Greg Lloyd!" 

No, they didn't. You people out 
there can sit and scream racism all 
you want, but the simple facts are 
that guys like Rodman, Belle, and 
Lloyd have all become targets because 
they make themselves targets...with 
their actions on and off the field. 

The reason guys like Piazza and 
Griffey don't ever end up in stuff like 
this is because they aren't punks who 
haven't grown up, unlike Rodman, 
Belle, and Lloyd. 

Because Mike Piazza and Ken 
Griffey have learned one thing the 
other three punks haven't How to 
be professionals. 

Until the fall (or the summer for 
those of you that will be here), across 
the rainbow I go, dodging baseballs. • 


