
SIDELINES ■ Monday, October 4,1999 ■ 7 

Study abroad program provides 
alternative to traditional education 

R. Colin Fly 
Staff Reporter 

Studying abroad offers Middle 
Tennessee students the chance of 
lifetime and an advantage in their 
future careers. 

They not only get to travel to 
exotic regions of the world, but they 
also earn college credit at the same 
time. 

MTSU offers a wide variety of 
classes in such countries as France, 
Spain, Ecuador, Japan, England, 
Russia and Germany, to name a 
few. About 150 to 250 students 
participate in the study abroad 
program each year, and all MTSU 
students are eligible. 

Short term programs last from 
the end of the fall until the 
beginning of the spring semester, 
roughly the month of December. 
While the summer programs 
offered last between three and six 
weeks. 

MTSU students can receive 
credit for a variety of subjects 
including English literature, 
drama, theater, nursing and 
history. 

The biggest part that we like to 
push is that it makes students 
more marketable [to future 
employers]. Ten percent of students 
go abroad, putting them ahead of 
the 90 percent left." Angie Melton, 
coordinator of international 
affairs, said. "Also, it is cheaper to 
study abroad as a student." 

Junior Brian Chance studied for 
an entire summer semester at the 
University of Mainz Germersheim 
campus. 

The German-English Literature 

double major spent five months in 
Germany and earned 12 credit 
hours. 

"All the classes were taught in 
German," Chance said. "The nice 
part about the classes were that 
they were pass/fail, so I didn't have 
to worry about how the grades 
would affect my GPA when I got 
back home." 

Chance studied German 
literature, grammar and culture as 
well as German history. However, 
he also spent nearly a month 
traveling throughout Europe. 

"I had a chance to visit Berlin, 
Munich, Cologne, Amsterdam and 
Prague. However, Germersheim 
Iwhere the campus is located) was 
a very unique town," explained 
Chance. "The 2,000 students on 
campus were mainly studying 
translation and interpretation, and 
the town only had a population of 
20,000 so there was a lot of 
diversity." 

Senior Jaime McCollough went 
to King's College in London, 
England over the course of five 
weeks. While there, she studied 
Charles Dickens to fulfill her 
British Literature class. 

"We had lots of free time to 
roam," McCollough said. "We went 
to class two days a week, and we 
went on a field trip once a week. 
The rest of the time you could go 
and explore the city yourself." 

McCollough visited Bath and 
Edinburgh. Scotland, but she chose 
to spend most of her time in 
London. 

"There was so much to do in 
London alone that 1 wanted to stay 
in the city as much as possible," 
McCullough said. " I watched 

several plays and went to a variety 
of different museums and galleries. 
There was something to do 
everyday." 

McCollough explained the tube 
was vital to exploring London. 

"You use the tube and buses 
almost daily," she said. "Plus, the 
people drive like maniacs there, 
too." 

She felt the experience was 
unique because she learned to be 
dependent upon herself for 
everything, from finding the tube to 
learning the city as well as making 
class. 

"I didn't know anybody, so I 
didn't know what to expect. But, 
I've made friends that I keep in 
close contact with. It was definitely 
worth the time and money." 

McCollough earned three credit 
hours for the class. 

Senior Joe Holley went to Japan 
earning 12 credit hours at Kansai 
Gaidai University, which is 
between Osaka and Kyoto, Japan. 

"It's really not as expensive as 
people think. A semester overseas 
costs almost exactly as much as at 
does at MTSU," Holley said. 
"Housing and tuition were roughly 
the same; the only extra expenses 
were for the ticket for the flight 
over and spending money. 

Holley lived with a Japanese 
family while studying in Japan. He 
also had the option of choosing a 
dorm, but felt the experience of 
living with a family would be more 
rewarding. 

"Studying overseas changes 
your perspective on everything," 
Holley said. 

Holley also spent weekends 
traveling, seeing the largest statue 

in the world of Buddha in Nara as 
well as seeing some of the most 
beautiful religious architecture in 
the world at Tenri. 

"It is very important to make 
sure students preparing to study 
abroad get their passport and 
applications for school in early. 
Everything takes much longer than 
expected," Holley said. "Also, bring 
lots of spending money and count 
on meeting interesting people." 

Other study abroad programs 
are offered for a variety of majors. 

The University of France-Comte 
allows juniors to study French for 
one or two semesters in the 
beautiful countryside of France. 

Business majors can go to 
France to the University of Caen in 
a year-long program open to both 
graduate and undergraduate 
students. 

In Quito, Ecuador, Spanish 
majors can earn 12 hours of credit 
to further their education at 
Escuels Politecnica del Ejereito. 

Moscow State University allows 
communication majors a chance to 
learn journalism as well as a little 
Russian while working in a 
political hotbed. 

The MTSU program is 
associated with the Corporate 
Center for Studying Abroad and 
the Kentucky Institute for 
International Studies. 

These programs and more are 
offered by the International 
Programs and Services Office in 
Cope Administration Building, 
Room 202 or call 898-2238 for 
further information on a specific 
program. Or attend the studying 
abroad fair on Oct. 13 in the 
Keathley University Center. ■ 
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