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Cousteau lecture enlightens audience 
KAY HILTON 

Assistant Features Editor 
Peter Burchell of the Cousteau 

Society presented his lecture to a 
gathering crowd in the Learning 
Resouce Center Wednesday 
night, with topics ranging from 
saving the Amazon River to pre- 
serving Antarctica for future gen- 
erations. 

Burchell began his introduc- 
tion, to the dismay of the audi- 
ence, in French. After a brief 
pause, Burchell looked up at the 
audience and laughed, "Ha, just 
kidding." 

He then began his discussion 
of the research the Society has 
done    and    what    it    has    ac- 

complished. 

The Cousteau Society, a non- 
profit organization headed by 
Jean Michel and Jacques Cous- 
teau, is an outspoken advocate of 
water preservation. According to 
Burchell, when the Cousteaus sit 
down discuss issues with world 
leaders, they begin with one 
straightforward phrase. 

"Before we begin talking, I 

want you to know that you are 
not just speaking with me, but 
with the 350,000 members of the 

Cousteau Society that I repre- 
sent. Now, we can talk." 

One of the issues the Society 
is working for is ending the use 
of drift net fishing. 

The nets used in drift net fish- 
ing, called "curtains of death", are 
30 to 60 miles long, and trap any- 
thing in their path. Much atten- 

tion has been focused on the tuna 
industry (who fish with such 
nets), because dolphins get 
caught in the nets and are not 
released. 

However, due to lobbying ef- 
forts of groups such as the Soci- 
ety, many countries are reducing 
their use of the nets. Japan, one 
of the largest users of the nets, 
has agreed to reduce its use also. 

Burchell also mentioned the 
campaign against oil tankers with 
single hulls, such as the Exxon 
Valdez. He referred to these tan- 

kers as "floating eggshells". These 
ships, which are approximately a 
quarter of a mile long, have hulls 
that are only 1 inch thick. 

Burchell also noted that Exxon 
hired 12,000 people to clean the 
beach after the spill. What main 
people don't know is many of 
these employees were paid 
$16.95 an hour to sit on the beach 
with a roll of paper towels to clean 
one rock at a time. 

"So much for high technology," 
he said. 

Burchell went on to discuss the 
Delta Expedition on the Amazon 
River that the Calypso undertook 
in 1983The Amazon, which is the 
world's   largest   river,   is   4.000 

miles long. The mouth is 35 miles 
wide, with waves reaching heights 
of 25 feet. 

Comical pictures of pink river 
dolphins in the slides accompany- 
ing the lecture provided a laugh 
break for the audience. 

"There's a legend the natives 
have about the pink dolphins," 
said Burchell. "The legend says 
the dolphins can change their 

shape into that of a human 
female. When a man in the village 
is accused of cheating on his wife, 
he claims he couldn't help it. 

"The dolphin made him do it." 
On the serious side, however, 

Burchell claims that 50 million 
acres, roughly the size of Oregon, J 
are lost every year. This is due to 
the "slash and bum" techniques 
used bv Brazilianns. 

Brazil pays people to raise cat- 
tle in the forest. Originally, the 
natives went into the forest and 
would cut down roughlv five 
acres. They planted grazing gras- 
ses or crops in that area, but 
within five wears, the crops and 
grasses would die. The underde- 
veloped soil could not support 
this t\pe of growth. 

Now, the Brazilian cattle fann- 
ers slash and burn 1(X) to 508 
acres, but once again, the soil is 
still underdeveloped. After five 
years, though, the cattlemen con- 

tinue to cut down another 100 to 
.500 acres. 

It is important to note there 

are species <>( fungi and other de- 
composer plants containing sub- 
stances that could hold cures for 
Modgkins disease, heart disease, 
types of cancer, and possibly Al- 
zheimer's disease. At the rate of 
the destruction taking place in the 
Amazon, these drugs could l>e lost 
forever il something is not done 
by the Brazilian government. 

Burchell wrapped up the lec- 
ture with a plea lor action to keep 
the Wellington Convention from 
being ratified. The Wellington 
Convention is a group of repre- 
sentatives from different coun- 
tries who want to begin oil drilling 
and mineral exploitation of An- 
tarctica. 

If these operations begin, said 
Burchell, the changes made in 
Antarctica's ecosystem could Ix- 
disastrous. 

The most important change 
would IK' the destruction of the 
land in Antarctica itself. 

"If [mineral exploitation and oil 
exploration) is Antarctica's future. 
[Exxon] Valdez will happen all 
over again," said Burchell. 

individuals who would like to 
protect Antarctica can sign peti- 
tions to make sure the Wellington 
Convention dees not come to 
fruition. Lobbying efforts by the 
Cousteaus have resulted in con- 
vincing the presidents of France 
and Autralia not to sign the Con- 
vention.   ■ 


