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Spring game winds up practice 

Raiders unharmed after White downs Blue 
By MIKE ORGAN 

Sidelines Sports Co-editor 

After the White team beat the Blue in MTSU's 
annual intrasqnad scrimmage last night 27-20. Boots 
Donnelly for the onlv time this year expressed no 
interest in the scoreboard. 

A crowd of approximately 2.5(H) turned out lor 
event 

THE RAIDERS came out of last night's game 
injurv-lree and that's all Donnelly was concerned 
about. 

\- '.(Min as the final horn sounded ending the game, 

Donnelh jubilantly blurted out. It s over and we 
got l>\ it without anybody gettin hurt! 

It was a relatively successful spring practice as a 
whole lor the MTSU squad in terms ol injuries. The 
onk player not in action last night was quarterback 
Kurt Barnes, who is suffering From a muscle tear in 
his right knee. Barnes is the most likely candidate 
to replace graduated Mickey Corwin. 

THE WHITE GROUP scored earl) on a Neil 
Thrasher 47-yard field goal in the first quarter. 

After the Blue team failed to move the ball offen- 

sively. White quarterback Mart Euverard, a 
freshman, scampered into the end /one on an eight 

yard run as the quarter came to an end Thrasher 
added the conversion to give ln^ team a lO-point 

advantage. 

Junior tailback Joe Homing came in two posses- 
sions later for the White and helped them take a 
17-0 lead when he plunged into the end zone on a 
one-yard run with 6:48 left in the half. Thrasher 
again added the extra point. 

FLOYD WALKER got the Blue team on the 
boards as the first half ended on a one yard-dive. 
B.J  Chasteen added the conversion. 

In the second half, the Whites came roaring back 

on a 19-yard pass from Euverard to Donte Lofton. 
Thrasher's kick made it 24-7. White. 

Freshman quarterback Marvin Collier for the Blue 
threw to Ray Palhegyi for a four-yard pass with 8:13 
left in the third to get their team on the move. 

THE TWO CONNECTED once more for a score 
as time was running out from 25 yards away. The 
White had just scored on another field goal 44 yards) 

from Thrasher. 
In the game, which turned out to be a pretty tight 

contest, a number of voung little-known players 
emerged 

"We got to look at some young kids who we haven't 
seen in am games vet, Donnelh said "We are a 
long way From being a contender because we still 
have a lot of gaps to fill, but at least we've got a start 
on it now. 

SOME OF THE largest gaps which must be tilled 

b\ fall for the team are in the defensive line 
Freshman Tom Walker i ame up with lour stops fi »i 

—■■■-"^ 

—   .  - - — _ Photo by Billy Kingsley 
Dwight Stone, 9, scampers around left end, trying to elude the grasp of Jack Pittman 
60. Stone ran for 120 yards on 12 carries to during last nights Blue/White game. ' 

the Blue team while Jack Pittman. another freshman, ing out of spring as the top two tackles. 
had three for the White. Donnelly said he was impre- "Walker and Pittman are young, and they'll make 
ssed bj e.uh of them in their bids to help replace a ton of mistakes along the way, but I'm really impre- 
i Ireg I asteel at defensive tackle. Kenny McDaniel. ssed with how well they played tonight, and they're 

a senior-to-be, and Dino Deluliis appear to be com- (continued on page 9) 

Racers end Raider OVC play 
By RANDY BKISO.N 
Sidelines S|x>rts Co-editor 

MTSU's baseball team, needing 
a sweep of rival Murray State to get 
into the OVC tournament, instead 

saw its conference season end as 
the Racers pounded out 7-5 and 
13-0 wins at Murray. 

As a result. Murray and either 
Austin Peay or Tennessee Tech, 
which also played a double-header 
yesterday, will represent the OVC's 
southern division May 10-12 in the 
conference playoffs. 

THE LOSSES LEFT the Blue 
Raiders record at 25-26 with eight 
games remaining. This will IK- the 
second consecutive season MTS1 

which traditionally has been an 
OVC." baseball power, will not lie in 
the playoffs. 

ON TUESDAY. MTSU second 
basemen Mark Vaughn's two-out, 
bases-loaded triple in the second 
game powered the Raiders to an 
8-5 victory. giving MTSU a double- 
header split at Smith Field. 

The Governors' Corky Owen, 
who drove  in  three   runs  in  the 

IPSU 5-4 first-game victory, cap- 
ped an APSU comeback with a final 
inning shot over the centerfield 

fence. 
Vaughn's hit helped Blue Raider 

pitching ace Steve Sonnelierger 

claim his eighth win against three 
losses and temporarily kept MTSU 
in the chase for a playoff position. 

THE SECOND BASEMAN 
also helped ease Blue Raider frust- 
ration, which spilled over in a 

bench-clearing brawl in the fifth, 
over losing early leads in both 

games.   The   fight   erupted   after 

MTSI catcher Tim Goff was 
plowed over b) < iovernorshort stop 
Jose Pena. 

MTSU had jumped in front of 
Austin Peay with a three-run third 
in the first game but saw starter 
Chris Norton give up three runs in 
the fifth as the Governors tied the 
game on four hits, the last a two- 

RBI double by Owen off MTSU 
reliever Carl Fugitt. 

Blue   Raider   left   fielder  Chip 

(lames led off the MTSU fifth with 
a hotnemn to put his team back 

(continued on page 9) 

Coach puts on pressure, gets none himself 
By GARY FRAZIER 

Si,/,VITI. sSpi>r1- Writer 

Editor's note: Tlie following, is the 
conclusion of a two part series on 
Blue Raider head baseball coach 

John Stanford. 

Despite the rather harsh discip- 
line that Raider baseball coach John 

Stanford dishes out to his players, 
MTSU is experiencing a bad year 
in the won/loss columns. 

Currently 26-27 overall and only 
4-8 in conference play [eliminated 
from any Ohio Valley Conference 
post-season play], the Baidersof'85 
are what Stanford dubbed "an aver- 
age club just trying to make things 

happen." 
"I CAN TAKE the blame for 

that, though," Stanford confessed, 
"'cause I haven't been doing a good 
job recruiting. Recruiting is defi- 
nitely not one of my strong points. 
That's the reason we've got coach 

Peterson with us again." 
Stanford disgust with the recruit- 

bag aspect of coaching hasn't dim- 
med his love for baseball which 
didn't manifest itself until his post- 
high school years, although he was 
very active in track, boxing and 

football. 

Onen one year, particularly, one 
Fourth of July, one of Stanford's 
service buddies from McMinnville 
brought him to the Blue Raider 
campus. Stanford quickly enrolled, 
moving from his hometown of 
Opelousa, La., to major in health 

and physical recreation, receiving 
his Bachelor's degree upon gradu- 
ation, and two vears later his Mas- 
ter's degree in guidance and coun- 

seling. 

NOT ONLY WAS Stanford 
deeply involved with Raider athle- 
tics as a pitcher for the baseball 
squad, but he l>ecame emotionally 
involved with a Smyrna girl, even- 
tually marrying her and moving to 
Murfreesboro full-time. 

"Tennessee is home now." Stan- 
ford said, almost like a native Ten- 
nessean would say. "Murfreesl>oro 
is a good baseball town. The people 
like to come in and see some of the 
big college teams like Illinois. 
That's one reason why we have such 
a tough schedule. MTSU is not a 
major college, but we've played on 
a major level before." 

Stanford paused to grab another 
pinch and place it lietween lip and 

gum. 
"MY WIFE NANCY'D rather I 

do this than smoke," he said matter- 

John Stanford 

of-factly,   then   continued   talking 
about his favorite subject. 

"Facility-wise. Smith Field backs 
up to nobody in the state. Stanford 
said proudly. "Everyone—players 
coaches—participate in keeping up 

the field." 
Obviously Stanford's love for 

Middle Tennessee is as strong as 

his love for Nancy and his 15-yeai 
old daughter. Maureen. After all, 
he played at Reece-Smith Field 
during his college years and is now 
the winningest coach in Blue 
Raider history. 

But was there ever a time when 
Stanford wanted to move else- 
where, either plaving or coaching'J 

"I did play with the Washington 
Senators for two vears Stanford 
admitted, but he soon returned to 

the quiet college town ol Murfrees- 
IMIHI to lie closer to his wife, his 

school and his poaching. 
And here he has stayed for the 

better part of his life, coaching the 
Blue Haulers of Middle Tennessee 
and handing out his distinct brand 
ol discipline But one must wonder, 
has an) one ever put pressure on 

Stanford? 
"The pressure never gets to me 

Stanford replied, apparently forget- 
ting a certain incident of a lew 
months back. In the incident, Stan- 
ford, apparent!) under a lot ol pres- 
sure, alleged]) threw a chair 
through the office window of James 
Staley, bus co-ordinator for all 
MTSU athletic activities. Stanford 
declined ever commenting on the 

situation 
Thus it would appeal that pres- 

sure comes with the job, and it must 
IK- dealt with on a dail) basis. Uith 
b) the players and the coaches 

'You know you onk learn about 

your players when the) re doing 
poorly,'' Stanford continued to 
philosophize. "That's the onh wa) 
yOU can find out about them. 

"That's tin    ke) to coaching   \ 
lot of hard work, learning the! fun 

damentals, recruiting the righl indi 
victuals and a lot of discipline, 
Stanford concluded. 

Rapp grabs All American powerlifting honors 

All-American Ted Rapp deadlifts 749 pounds in last 
month's National Collegiate Powerlifting Meet. 

By MIKE ORGAN 
Sidelines Sports Co-editor 

After lifting a total weight of 
1,897 pounds, Ted Rapp captured 
a spot on the Collegiate Powerlift- 
ing All-American team, thus ending 

a year of anxiety and pressure. 
Rapp, a business agriculture 

major at MTSU, heaved the stack 
of iron during the National Col- 
legiate meet at the United State's 
Military Academy in West Point, 
N.Y., last month. 

THE GARGANTUAN Franklin 
native finished second at the same 
meet last year and entered this 
year's meet with the pressure as a 
heavy—in every since of the 
word—favorite. 

"After last year I was just so de- 
termined," Rapp said in a soft tone 
from  Troy's  Gvm   in   downtown 

Murfreesboro yesterday. "I felt re- 
lieved because there was a lot of 
pressure on me after a whole year. 

Rapp's total consisted of a 413- 
pound bench press. 733-pound 
squat and a 749-pound dead lift. 
The nearest competitor, a lifter 
from Oklahoma State University, 

fell just eight pounds short of 
Rapp's fist place total. 

"THE COMPETITION was 
closer than I thought it'd lx\" Rapp 

added. 
Rapp said the pressure increased 

when he weighed in eight pounds 
over his 242-pound weight class. 

"That didn't help matters out too 
much. I got a little worried when 
I realized I had to lose that much 
in just two days." 

RAPP, WHO WAS the only rep- 
resentative from Tennessee in the 

(continued on page 9J 

Track program 
deserves saving 

By RANDY BRISON 
Sitlelines Sports (x>-editor 

Men's track, consistently the best athletic program MTSU has 
fielded during the last 20 years, may be on the way out at MTSU. 

As a fan of all Blue Raider sports and, more importantly, a 
student of MTSI'. I was shocked when I first heard the above 
information, but soon learned it was true. 

In a meeting earlier this year, the athletic directors of the 

OVC schools voted 7-1 to drop track as a conference-sanctioned 
sport. The one vote in favor of track came from Eastern Ken- 
tucky's athletic director, Donald Combs. 

If you think it pardoxical that a school would drop its best 
sport, an assumption I will explain, imagine how Dean Hayes, 
men's track coach at MTSU. feels about the prospect of losing 
the job he's held for 20 vears. 

"To say I'm not happy would be the understatement of the 
year." says Hayes. 

Small wonder. During his career at MTSU, Hayes has created 
something of an OVC track dynasty. 

He has guided the Blue Raiders to OVC outdoor track cham- 
pionships in seven ol the last eight years. 

Twenty of his athletes have received All-American honors, a 
total of 34 times. Twice the Blue Raiders finished in the top 10 
in the NCAA's track and field championships. 1972 and 1973, 
and six other times they were among the top 20. The Raiders 

finished 11th in 1981 and 1982. 
Compare this history of national competitiveness to other 

MTSU sports; merely making the NCAA tournament field was 
considered a major accomplishment for the Blue Raider basket- 

ball team 
MTSI President Sam Ingram, who will decide the fate of 

track along with fellow (JVC school presidents, believes MTSU 
is the victim of other universities' de-emphasis of track. 

Most other schools have given less attention to track," Ingram 
explained from his office Thursday. "There doesn't seem to be 
much interest around the conference. 

Athletic Director Jimmy Earle agrees but says the troubles 

started several vears ago and stem primarily from poor OVC 
leadership. 

The sad thing happenc-d yean ago when Tennesse Tech drop- 
ped track." Earle said in an interview yesterday. "The OVC office 
should have stepped in and told them they had to keep it to be 
a conference memlxr. 

Instead. More-head State has also dropped track, Youngstown 
State entered the conference without even having a track pro- 
gram and Austin Peav will eliminate its track team in 1986. "And 
it looks like Murray is leaning that way now," Earle added. 

From every indication. OVC school presidents, who meet in 
June, will vote to follow their athletic directors recommendation 

that track l>e the sport dropped. 

II that happens. Ingram said, the athletic department will 
"make an assessment" of its resources to decide whether or not 
MTSU can afford to keep its track program as an independent 
sport. Earle, however, who agrees it is a "sad situation," thinks 
the chances of track surviving are slim "if there is no OVC 

championship. 
"Why fund a sport independently that can't compete for the 

all-sports trophy?" he said, referring to the trophy that goes to 
the school which does best in all OVC sports. "That's what 

everyone is after." 
Caught in the middle of the inter-conference politics is Hayes, 

a man who has created what Earle calls the "Cadillac of OVC 
track programs. 

"No one wants to end a career. Hayes says. "It's tough to 
think we've built the program to the level it is and it's not good 

enough to save 
Hopefully, coach Hayes, and with all clue respect to Mr. Earle, 

those who make the decision will decide MTSU's track program 
is gcKKl enough to save. It's not every day students of so-called 
"mid-major" universities get to say, "We l>eat UT," or USC or 

Notre Dame. 
Haves and his track team have given MT&U students that 

chance over the vears, more so than the basketball or even 
football teams. I think that makes them worth saving. Maybe 

those in power will also. 


