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SPORTS 
MTSU holds on 42-41 in playoff marathon 

Bv MIKE ORGAN 
S|(/I7|.'II'N S|* >f|s  I    .III' i! 

huliuiui State's Jimmv 
Edwards lay three yards shorl 
nl tin MTSl' end zone after 
going head-on vv i111 ;i heist ol 

Blue Haiders on an ISU two- 
point conversion attempt ami 
I In* world stood still lor aboiil 
I WO scl c il ids 

MTSl s scrappv defense led 
liv Moli Moorhead and Walter 
Smith had jusl rushed the IS! 
nllciiM in (r\ .uid Mock an 
i \|i.c!(il Svi amorc extra point 
ittcmpt and systematical!} 
altered its plans when Edwards 
took .i SIHAC! pass and tried for 
i hi" two pi lints 

EVERY KAN t(i.225) in 
Memorial Stadium and ev i r; 
plaver on both sides oi the lield 
stood in dislnliel alter the 
Haider defense nailed I \\ 

wards. The NCAA IAA 
sec 11 n d li i II n d pi av ol I 
marathon  was linallv   o\ei   in 

its third o\i rtime 12 11 M'l SI 
" Vlter 111■ > < overtimes I w as 

kinda suprised. It was hard to 
hclicv e it w a- 1IV i r \\ hell 1 

saw cvervbodv start jumping 
i|i and dow li. I I eali/ed w e 

- were still alive. | in the N< !AA's 

l-AA    plavofl'l."    MTSl    ol- 

lensivc   miard   Cecil   Andrews 
said. 

All eves were Incused on ISl 
kicker Scott Bridges as the 
players lined up lor the PAT. 
Alter the Sveamores hiked. 

went lor two and tailed. ;i 
freeze covered the field. 

I WAS WAITING on the 
dude In kick the hall." MTSl 

lullhaek Kevin Baker revealed. 
"It was a lew seconds later 
Ix'lore I started celebrating. 
Alter 1 heard the en »vv d." 

All <>\ ( safetv Dun (.rillm 

was an exception, (•riftill was 
on   the   lield   when   the   Haider 

Inu k wall stopped Edwards. 
It came lii iiic right aw av 

Si Mile 11|   I he  i ither  '^n\ s didn't 

realize it at lirst. hut it didn't 
take   them   too   long   to  catch 

on." 
THE RAIDERS had put on a 

hookcild    |n-i"li il'inaiiee    •■ 
w hat    turned    out    to    hi 
urcatesl   |H'rlorniance  cvci 
an MTSl football team 

The     win     itch am 
Haiders    into    the 

action  ol   the  plavoll    MTM 
vv ill    tackle    I .ouisian.i     lecl 
Saturdav in Murln 
Haiders     have     plaved     lhre« 
straight games aw a\ 

\ ganghustcr MTSl   ollciisc 

exploded on the Sycamores 

earh. Quarterback Mickcv 
Corvvin moved his team from 
its ow n 10-v aid line to the ISL' 
si\ Ix'fore throwing to fullback 
Toil) Burst.' lor the score. A 59- 

yard reception from Corvvin to 
Mike Clark on MTSU'.s second 
plav nl the scries sparked the 
drive. 

THE SYCAMORE nil. use 
tame around on its nc\t 
possession and drove 70 yards. 
but missed a 13-yard field goal. 

Vince Hall blasted oil left 
tackle oil the Haiders' lirst 

clow n and sprinted SO yards lor 
MTSl's next seme with still 
live minutes hit in the lirst 
quarter. 

The Ml sl delelise ■»< it in on 
sonic nl the action on 1SI \ 
ensiiinu      possession.      (.arv 
W ack    and    |ohn    Garret I 
smacked IM    bull I airier k< v ill 

Icrson and caused him to 
\    mass    nl    Haiders 

iced on the ball and MTM 
was    once    again    in    scoring 

still    iii    the    lirst 

MTSl   WASTED  no  tune 
in wi nt back to (ilurk i HI 

lirsi    and    lu   lor   a   2-)-vard 
si oring    strike.    Kellv     Potter 

added the PAT and MTSl'held 

a surprising 21-0 lead. 
The Sveamores gave the 

Haiders a glimpse ol things to 
come toward the end of the 
half. Quarterback Jell Miller, 
an All-American candidate. 
got his team oil the ground, 
literally. Miller completed five 
out of his next eight passes lor 
72 yards to move his squad 
dee)) into MTSl' territory . 

"We had dug ourselves into a 
tremendous hole, and we had a 

long vvav to come back." ISU 
Coach Dennis Hactz said. 

MILLER FOUND Joe 

Downing lor a nine-yard 
scoring aerial and made the 
Sveamores a 14-point un- 
derdog at the half. 

ISU came roaring back on 
both sides ol the ball in the 
second half. Alter holding the 
Haiders stagnant on offense, 
the Sycamores got on the 
boards again with Miller 

keeping mi a seven-yard 
scamper Bridges missed the 

I'M 
Miller led another (hi v e with 

the gain*   winding down.   The 
S; i amines moved to the MTSl 
lli \ aid    line    hi lure    Darrold 
Clard)   dashed   up  the  middle 
lor the score.   Miller threw   to 

(continuedon puu.i "' 

Photo by Melissa Givens 

Another taste of victory 
Phil Cowan, 79. celebrates the Blue triumph over Indiana State. 
Cowan led the MTSU offensive line in the victory which took 
over three overtimes to gain. 

Indiana   State's   Brad   Verdum,   54.   lays 
motionless on his home field after his team 

Photo by Melissa Givens 
failed to make a two-point conversion which 
would have won the game. 

Vince Hall, 12, finds daylight and picks up 
some of his record-setting 223 yards 
despite heavy persuit from Indiana State 

Photo by Delores Delvin 
defenders Troy Johnson, 50, Kurt Bell, 84, 
and Brad Verdum, 54. 

Dores slam on Raider rally 
By MIKE ORGAN 

Suit lines Spurts Editor 

NASHVILLE—The    MTSU 

Haiders, trailing by as much as 
15 points, rallied back to 
within six three times last night 
against Vanderbilt in the final 
10 minutes, but the Coin- 

's modores fought right back to 
win 94-82 before 12.162 fans at 

Memorial Gymnasium. 
Phil Cox pumped in a 

career-high 37 points, in- 
cluding 183 418 from the free 
throw line. to lead the 
Commodores to their second 

win of the season against no 
, losses. 

THE BAIDERS. who came 

into the game after finishing 
second in the Tennessee Classic 
this past week-end, dropped to 
2-2 on the season after losing to 

UT-Chattanooga     Saturdav 
night. 

MTSL' first-year coach Bruce 
Stewart said the back-to-hack 
games this week-end with just 
one day off before last night's 
contest wore on his team. 

"We're playing an NBA 

schedule. We just need a little 
rest to get our feet back under 
US," Stewart explained alter 
the game. 

VANDERBILT WAS verv 

impressive behind Cox, sinking 
28 of their 30 free throws lor a 

sizzling 93.3 percent. The 
Commodores were 33 of (il 
from the lield. 

Commodore skipper CM. 
Newton was happy with his 

team's    performance    and 
praised   the   Raiders   for   their 

strong offensive surges. 
"Both  teams  had  good 

offensive execution. Ours was 
very good."' Newton said. I 
have an idea Coach Stewart 
thought his was pretty good 
too," 

MTSU WAS hot from the 
lield. dropping in 36 of their 5fl 
shots lor (il percent. Hut the 
Haiders only got to the charitv 
stripe 14 times, sinking 10 nl 
those. 

"We matched them bucket 
lor   bucket,   especially   in   the 
first-hall, but we just didn't get 
to the tree throw lines as of- 
ten." Stew art added. 

Vanderbilt grabbed an early 
three point lead as the game 
Hot underway and never lost it. 

Freshman   Kern   Hammonds 
canned 17 first-half points to 
keep the Raiders in striking 
distance. 

AS THE SECOND-HALF 
began MTSU rallied from a 64- 
i'> trail behind Kin Cooksev 
who was held stagnet in the 
opening hall. Cooksev and 
Hnssell Smith brought the 
Haiders to within lour at 65-51 
before Steve Heece dropped in 

an 11-toot jumper to get the 
Dores rolling again. 

With under live minutes to 

play and MTSl' down 80-69, 

Lonnie Thompson made a 

three-point plav to spark 

another rally. The Haiders 

reeled off five unanswered 

points again before Vanderbilt 

finally retaliated with a fast 

break lav up from Darrell 

Dulanev which set the 

Commodores on their way for 

the final time. 

MTSU, RI, LTU, MSU 
survive quarterfinals 

Bv DON Til.I.LIT 

SUliInu • S|nirl> v 

Another catastrophe; Allen out for the year 

i 

By SAMANTIIA WILLIAMS 
. S/(/. Iiriiv S|Mirls \\ ntrr 
"V 

When the MTSL Lady 
Haiders take on the I'niversitv 

ol Evansville Lad) Aces 
Saturdav in Evansville. Inch. 

, the)" will be without one of 
their top inside placers. Cvndi 

Allen. 
"Cvncli will be red-shirted 

lor the entire season." Head 
Coach Larry Inman said. "This 
is the same knee injury that has 
bothered Allen all through last 
season." 

THE INJURY situation has 

been a I horn in the side for the 
Lady Radiers all season long, 
and Inman doesn't look for 
that to end in the near future. 

"Maria Salas has tendonitis 

in both ankles and is plav ingon 
a day-to-day basis." said In- 
man. "We hope Sharon Nevils 
will be back sometime in 

January. That will be a big 
point in our favor. 

MTSl' is playing with seven 
health) people: Salas would In- 

die eighth. 
WE    HAVE    BEEN    for- 

tunate in that our depth has 
been the onh major weakness, 
besides injuries, to plague the 

team." Inman said. "Man-to- 
man plav doesn't really bother 
us thai bad w ith the vvav Webb 
and Lawrence have been 
playing inside." 

The Lad) Aces are operating 

under a new lirst year head 
coach. Bill Barnett. 

Thev have a new head 
coach, and we don't expect too 
tough a game." Inman said. 

THE   OFFICIATING   may 

pose a problem  lor the Lad) 

Haiders. 

"On the road you can almost 
always expect to give up 10 to 
15 points because the of- 

ficiating will tend to be one- 
sided. This is always a concern, 
but especially bothers us now 
because we can't afford all our 

players fouling mil <>l the 
game." Inman said. 

The Lady Haiders will 
resume playing Dec. 17 against 
East Tennessee State in 

Murfrccsboroat 7:30p.m. 

Just when it looked like it 

could go on forever, even thing 
came to a screeching halt. 

I railing 1-11 in the third 
extra pel iod. the Indiana Male 
Sveamores attempted a lake 
conversion kick, but w hen the 
shovel pass was Hipped to 

fullback Jimmv Edwards, it 
w as all over but the crying. 

WITHOUT A DOUBT. 
Saturday's 42-41 triple 
overtime triumph w ill go down 
m the Haider record books as 
the greatest game ever played 

by a Blue Haider squad. 
Virtualh no one who saw 

the first 13 minutes ol the game 
ever env isioned anv thing like 
this. 

MTSl' scored in rapid lire 
fashion the lirst three times it 
had its hands on the ball. Toil) 

Burse caught a six-yard 
touchdown toss 2:30 alter the 

Haiders touched the ball. Burse 
tied a plavoll record lor most 
TD receptions in a plavoll 

game w ith two. 
FOLLOWING A Sycamore 

missed field goal. senior 
tailback Vince Hall, who set 
two rushing records for the 

playoffs, rambled SO yards on 
the lirst plav to make it 14-0. 
Tall set records lor most yards 
rushing in a game with his 223- 
yard performance and most 
vards  rushing  in  the  playoffs 

w ith 423 in two games. 
Tight end Mike Clark made 

it 21-0 witli a 25-yard pass 
reception In-fore Indiana State 
got on the board short!) before 
halftone when Joe Downing, 

the holder on the now-famous 
extra point attempt, snared a 
nine-yard pass in the back of 
the end zone to make it 21-7. 

I he Sveamores came out 
smoking in the second hall. 
tying the game in the lonrth 
period on Downings two-point 
conversion reception. 

THERE MIGHT NOT have 
been an overtime at all had Jell 
Bridges e levied on the extra 
point following the second 
toiielulovv II ur his lirst-<|iiartcr 

field goal. 
lor that matter, there might 

imi have been an overtime had 
Kellv Putter connected on a 15- 
vard field goal in the lonrth 
quarter. 

The game mav nol have 
come down to the extra-point 
had Micke) Cm win. in the 
grasp ol a defender, not been 
able to net the ball to Toil) 
Burse, w ho dove the final three 
vards lor the touchdovv n. 

WITH THE WIN. MTSl 
secured its 11th victory ol the 
season, the most bv anv Haider 

teflm. and earned the light to 
host Louisiana Tech Saturday. 
The Haghf Cajtins burned 
Division 1 A As top-ranked 
Alcorn State team 44-21. 

(loniiniiiilmi mugr //) 
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