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Cox leads Blue Raider squad as captain 
By Brad Jameson 
Staff Writer 

Jenny Cox, a standout in Middle 
Tennessee athletics, was a star football 
player in high school. 

Her place kicking ability earned her 
All-State honors, making her the first 
and only female athlete to receive such 
a status in Tennessee high school foot- 
ball. 

"It's an extremely big honor," Cox 
said. "I take a lot of pride in it. I just did 
it to help out our school." 

And football's not even her sport of 
choice. 

Now in her senior year, Cox is a co- 
captain and forward on the MT 
women's soccer squad. 

"Being a senior, as well as a captain, 
I consider myself a leader of this team," 
Cox said. "I just try and go out every 
game and put my effort forth, and 
hopefully everyone else will, too." 

Cox grew up in Clarksville, Tenn., 
and attended Kenwood High School, 
where she played soccer, football, bas- 
ketball and track. 

She led the soccer team in scoring 
all three years. 

When she came to MT, Cox explod- 
ed from the beginning, making First 
Team All-Sun Belt and tying for second 
on the team in goals and points. 

"Coming into anyone's freshman 
year, you're really nervous, like you 
have to prove something," Cox said. 
"So, just accomplishing all that was 
really nice to see that I can compete in 
this NCAA Division I level." 

Cox's streak hit a brick wall when 
she missed the first half of her sopho- 
more season and 9 games in her junior 
season due to a knee injury. Her pro- 
duction dropped to just five goals over 
both seasons. 

Though Cox seems to have the tal- 
ent to play several sports, cheerleading 
is not one of them. 

"It was really hard," Cox said about 
sitting out for more than a month at a 
time. "Besides school, one of the main 
reasons I came here [was] to play. I just 
tried to be a good cheerleader for my 
team or just tried to be another coach. 
I tried to be supportive of the team." 

If nothing else, Cox believes the 
time on the bench has improved her 
mindset. 

"As a player, I've matured a lot 
more," Cox said. "My maturity level on 
and off the field has improved a lot." 

Cox has played in six of the Blue 
Raiders' seven games this season and 
has scored two goals on 14 shots. 

She missed the Louisville game 
because of complications involving her 
knee. 

Though her knee problems have 
subsided, Cox remembers those long 
weeks of sitting out every game due to 
injury and takes extra care to make 
sure it doesn't happen again. 

"I don't have any problems with it 
now as far as pain," Cox said. "I just 
take precautions, like 1 wear a knee 
brace." 

Cox started playing soccer at the age 
of five when her dad decided she need- 
ed to get involved with sports. 

As for her inspirations, Cox reaches 
into other sports to motivate her. 

"I just like watching people like 
Michael Jordan," Cox said. "They're 
not even in my sport, but they show so 
much passion for their sport that they 
inspire me to play hard." 

Cox and the Blue Raiders face two 
road games this weekend, No. 24 Ole 
Miss Friday and Mississippi State 
Sunday. Cox believes these games are 
crucial to the fate of the season. 
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Jenny Cox (24) fights SMS defender Michelle Frossarde (2) for the ball during the match on Sept. 19. 

"These are two really big games," 
Cox said. "We're trying to get more in 
the win column, and these could be 
games that set the standard. We're 

ranked fifth in our conference. Teams 
don't really respect us that much, and 
these are two games that could gain 
respect." 

And if that doesn't work out, she 
could always try out for football. ♦ 

Clarett sues over rules 
Sports commentary 

Jerry Wilkinson 
Asst. Sports Editor 

The NFL has rules and regu- 
lations that all players, current 
and prospective, must adhere 
to. These rules are not meant to 
be broken or bent in any fash- 
ion. 

Former Ohio State 
University running back 
Maurice Clarett has launched a 
challenge of the NFL's eligibility 

. rule. The rule states that a per- 
son must be out of high school 
three years before entering the 
draft. 

The reason this rule is in 
place is to protect players who 

are not conditioned to compete 
at this level. 

Clarett, who was suspended 
from the OSU football team for 
lying to university officials and 
NCAA investigators and accept- 
ing improper extra benefits, 
feels this rule is ludicrous. 

Not only has Clarett filed a 
challenge, but he also is suing 
the league for lost wages for not 
being able to enter the 2003 
NFL draft. 

Wait just a moment. How 
can this man expect anyone to 
take him seriously? He lied to 
investigators and university 
officials, and he wants to file a 
lawsuit against an organization 
he is not even a part of? 

There is no question 
whether or not Clarett has the 
skills to compete at the next 
level. In fact, with the numbers 
he recorded last season, 1,237 

yards rushing and 18 touch- 
downs, he is definitely what 
some NFL teams could use. 

Clarett's attorney, Alan 
Milstein, and his mother 
informed the NFL of their 
intent to file a lawsuit Monday. 

Milstein argues that because 
other players, such as former 
University of Detroit basketball 
player Spencer Haywood and 
former MLB player Curt Flood, 
had success with their lawsuits 
against professional sports, he, 
too, will have the same out- 
come. 

NFL commissioner Paul 
Tagliabue feels that the league 
has a very strong case, and the 
NFL will prevail with their deci- 
sion. 

Well, Americans, once again, 
our tax dollars are hard at 
work.4 
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Visit the message boards at www.mtsusidelines.com. 

Sports e-mail 
slsports@mtsu.edu 

Win "25f 000 
for grad school! 
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Enter to win the Kaplan Gets You In... 
And Pays Your Way Sweepstakes! 

Who Wins?   One lucky person will win $25,000 toward the first year 
of law, business, graduate, medical or dental school. 

HOW do I enter?   Complete an official entry form online at 
www.kapte8t.com/25k 

When IS the drawing?   January 9, 2004 

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER  OR WIN   Open to  legal 
residents of the 50 United States and the District of Columbia and 
Canada (excluding the Province of Quebec) and students lesidmgON 
A STUDENT VISA in these eligible jurisdictions who are eighteen (18) 
years of age or older as of August 13. 3003 LIMIT  One entry per 
person All entnes must Be received or postmarked by October 31, 
2003  For additional eligibility restrictions and instructions to enter, 
see the oomciete Offioial Rules, available at Kaplan centers and on- 
campus sites in the U S and Canada, online at Kaptest com/25h, or 
by sending a self-addressed, stamped envelope to "Kaplan Gets You 
in. And Pays Your Way" Sweepstakes, 1440 Broadway, 9th Floor. 
New York, New Yo* 10018     Winner will reoefve $25,000 USD 
toward firstyear tuition at a U S or Canadian graduate sohool Odds 
of winning depend on total number of eligible entries received 
Participation in this promotion constitutes entrant's full and unconditional agreement to and aoceptarce of the complete Official 
Rules  VOID WHERE PROHIBITED, TA)0iD OR OTHERWISE RESTRICTED    If you do not wish to receive notice of future Kaplan, Inc 
promotions, contact us at Kaplan, lie , Marketing Dept, 1440 Broadway, 9th Floor, New York, New York 10018 
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Start a job where you help the greatest people in the world: our customers. 

We have great opportunities at our new state-of-the-art inbound call 

center in Murfreesboro. We provide training and Health Benefits that start 

as soon as you do. Part time and full time positions are available. Openings 

are limited. Call Today. 
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