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After a year out of the game, 
junior DeMarco McNair has 
played like a man on a mission, 
rushing for 340 yards in a back- 
up role. McNair had a big game 
against ULM, finding ihe end 
zone on two occasions. 

Freshman Desmond Gee is 
expected to line up at receiver 
but is more than capable of 
breaking a big run as well. 

ULL has only given up 106 
rushing yards per game to date, 
and the Ragin' Cajuns com- 
pletely shut down the FAU 
ground game. 

If the Blue Raiders can secure 
an early lead, ball control will be 
a huge factor in determining the 
outcome. The talent is there on 
both sides of the ball, and only 
time will tell if MT will be able 
to move the chains. 

Advantage: Even 

When MT passes 

The Blue Raiders have 
improved in this area every week. 
Senior quarterback Clint Marks 
has risen to the challenge pre- 
sented to him by head coach Rick 
Stockstill and offensive coordina- 
tor G.A. Mangus, limiting his 
mistakes and completing high- 
percentage pass attempts. 

A major shakeup occurred 
amongst the MT receiving corps 
during the game with L'LM, and 
the results were a pleasant sur- 
prise. Stockstill moved corner- 
back Bradley Robinson and kick 
returner Damon Nickson to 
wideout position'., and found a 
way to get Gee the ball. 

Gee answered the call by 
becoming the first 100-yard 
receiver for the Blue Raiders this 
season. In addition, treshman 
Jay Robinson garnered his first 
catch of his career, a seven-yard 
touchdown grab. 

ULL's pass defense ranks a 
miserable 100th, and there's no 
reason why a confident Marks 
and a rejuvenated receiving 
corps can't put a hurt on the 
Ragin' Cajuns. 

Advantage: Ml 

Special Teams 

Not to take anything away 

from the Ragin' Cajuns, but the 
special teams play of MT has 
been very solid. Blue Raider 
kicker/punter Colby Smith has 
been named All-Sun Belt in 
both kicking and punting for 
good reason. 

Smith is averaging a mere 
39.3 yards per punt and has only 
converted 3-of-5 field goal 
attempts, yet the senior has a 
knack for delivering a huge boot 
at pivotal moments in the game. 
The recent addition of Damon 
Nickson to the return game has 
been a boost to the Blue 
Raiders, who rank 19th nation- 
ally in kickoff returns. 

ULL's kicking game bailed it 
out against FAU last weekend, as 
a pair of 44-yard Drew 
Edmiston field goals were the 
only scores of the game. 
Edmiston has been a beast all 
season, converting 8-of-ll 
attempts while making all five 
tries from 40-49 yards. 

Still, the rest of the ULL spe- 
cial teams unit is nothing to 
write home about. The Ragin' 
Cajuns rank in the bottom half 
of Division I-A in net punting, 
punt returns and kick returns. 

Advantage: MT 

Coaching 

Does anyone doubt Stockstill 
and his staff anymore? In what 
has been a recurring theme all 
season, the Blue Raiders showed 
obvious maturity against ULM, 
outscoring the Warhawks 21 0 
in the second half, something 
"old" MT would never do. 

Stockstill seems to be very 
good at making adjustments and 
his team trusts his decisions. The 
Blue Raiders are also th« 
penalized team in the >Rc . ,i tes- 
tament to the discipline 
sessed ;" " squad. 

Meanwhile i oach Ricky 
Bustle and h Kagin' Cajuns 
have performed well as expect- 
ed, though last weekend's 
squeaker against ihe Owls had 
to raise some eyebrows among 
ULL faithful. 

Bustle has had the talent to 
win the SBC in previous years, 
especially in 2005, but has failed 
to put it together (sound famil- 
iar?), stumbling to a 17-29 mark 

HA8WOTIMI 

MEWS A LEAGUE I.JJB. 

Speed Kills 26 vs. Alpha Omega (2) 6 

Mate It Rain 37 VS. A&WSalvage 
Junkies 0 

FunBoyz   33 vs. SifsCheefAlot 21 

WQMEKS' SORORITY LEAGUE 7-« D.m. 

The Tightened 38 vs. Cht0mega(2) 0 

Kappa Delta (2) 6 vs. Alpha Chi Omega (2) 0 
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ADPi   6 vs. Chi Omega 0 

A0Pi(A) 18 vs. Delta Zeta  13 

Kappa Defta 19 vs. A0Pi(B)  7 

Alpha Chi Omega 13 vs. ZETA   13     TIE 

MfiffS B LEAGUE 10-11 OJB. 

Warrior Face 12 VS. Discombobulators  6 

Soul Tram 13 vs. Out of Shape White 
Guys 6 

Jackhammers 20 vs. Valsalva Maneuver  17 

ThaShow 19 vs. Bang Bang   7 
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TUESDAY NIGHTS SCORES 
SOCCER 

MEN'S A LEAGUE PLAYOfFS 
QUARTERFINAL 
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KURDS   8 vs. FreeAgents   7 

Don Thava Team 2 vs. Latin Lovers   1 

Teaml     3 vs EasyC   1 

SEMI-FINAL 

TopGunz  4 vs. Kurds   1 

Teaml 2 
SHOOTOUT 3-2 

vs. Don Thava Team 2 

CHAMPIONSHIP 

Team 1   2 vs. TopGunz 0 

MEN'S B LEAGUE PLA 
OUARTERFINAL 

Saint Mina 4 vs Britain 2 

Better Than You          3 vs. AlphaOmega 2 

Non-Conference: Sun 

in his four years at ULL. The 
Ragin' Cajun staff has done a 
good job of molding a success- 
ful system around its talent, but 
it's difficult to vote against any- 
one who has done a job like 
Stockstill. 

Advantage: MT 

Intangibles 

Never underestimate a home- 
field advantage, especially in 
such an evenly-matched game. 
Saturday is Homecoming for 
the Ragin' Cajuns, which can 
occasionally be a distraction for 
some schools. One would have 
to figure that the Blue Raiders 
aren't too thrilled about being 
pegged as a Homecoming oppo 
nent, a designation typically 
reserved for weaker teams. 

Motivation should be at a 
peak for both teams with the 
SBC lead on the line. In terms of 
confidence, the Blue Raiders 
have felt great all week after 
making a statement in the 
comeback win against ULM. On 
the other sideline, one wonders 
what affect last week's contest 
will have on the Ragin' Cajuns. 

Advantage: Even 

The skinny 

According to the most recent 
Sagarin ratings, long regarded 
as one of the most reliable 
barometers in college football, 
the Blue Raiders and the Ragin' 
Cajuns are within one point of 
each other on paper. Sagarin's 
system allocates three points to 
the team with home-field 
advantage, so most betting lines 
have I'LL by about that 
amount. 

No one in his or her right 
mind should be putting money 
down on this one. though. 
While the gamblers should 
probably sit it out, anyone who 
can appreciate a hard-fought 
gridiron battle should pay 
attention. 

Predicting a winner of this 
game is about as easy as con 
vincing your girlfriend that a 
new curling iron is indeed ,i 
romantic gift. Still, MT's new 
look passing offense will be the 
difference in the game. 

The pick: Middle Tennessee 
20, Louisiana! afavette 14 
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2 or better as the season progress- 
es and take the lead in the SBC. 

Louisiana-Monroe (1 -6,0-4) at 
Arkansas (6-1) (ESPNU) 

After last week's loss to Middle 
Tennessee, the Warhawks will be 
hard-pressed to get back into the 
SBC chase, since they haven't won 
a conference game this season. 
ULM will be heading to Little 
Rock to play No. 13 Arkansas. 
ULM played against the 
Razorbacks last year and lost 44- 
15. 

So far this season ULM has lost 
six straight games since beating 
Alcorn State in their first game of 
the season. Now that they play 
against the Razorbacks this week- 
end, don't look for the Warhawks 
to win this one. They will face an 
Arkansas team that hasn't lost a 
game since the opening gar ■: of 
the season. The last two non-con- 
terence teams that the Razorbacks 
played this season, they defeated 
those two teams with a combined 
score of 83 points. 

Arkansas is coming off a rout 
of 'southeastern Conference foe 
Ole Miss 38-3 last weekend. This 
season Arkansas has been show- 
ing a lot improvement under 
head coach Houston Nutt. Nutt 
has coached this team back into 
contention for the SEC West title. 

Florida International (0-7,0-3) 
at Alabama (5-3) 

Alabama will meet FTU for the 
first time ever this weekend, and 
hopefully it won't be the last time 
for these two schools, considering 
everything that happened with 
Miami and FIU not too long ago. 
Even though FIU has lost some 
dose games, Alabama is not going 
to take this team lightly. FIU 
comes into the game this week- 
end ranked 27th in total defense. 
The Golden Panthers lead the 
nation in tackles for loss and are 
limiting opponents to 159.29 
passing yards per game. 

Alabama will be eager to get an 
easy win from FIU considering 
the Tide lost a heartbreak to SEC 
rival Tennessee 16-13 last week. 
Alabama will be making every 
effort to keep FIU's defense off 
the field for as long as they can. 

FIU needs to win a game this 
season, as they are 0-7 with only 
five more games to go before the 
end of the season. The Golden 
Panthers might do that some- 
time soon, but not here. FIU 
was on its bye week last week 
and dealing with the fallout 
from its brawl with Miami. Now 
that all of the suspensions have 
been handed out, there are some 
new faces with the chance to 
start this season. 

PUT DOWN YOUR CONTROLLER AND PICK UP OURS. 

UQCIME0RZ BOLL 

KUC COURTYARD 
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