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Miguez looks to teamwork for success 
By Colby Sledge 
Staff Writer 

Ramon Miguez deserves something for his 
efforts: a thank you card perhaps, or maybe even 
a nice basket of fruit every year from the Middle 
Tennessee soccer coaches. 

After all, if not for him, Laura Miguez, a first- 
team All-Sun Belt Conference player, whose name 
is written all over the Blue Raider record books, 
might never have played soccer. 

"When I moved to Dallas in first grade, my dad 
told me that I had to start playing some sport, 
whatever I chose, and I cried and cried and said I 
didn't want to do anything," Laura Miguez. said. 
"My best friend across the street was going to join 
the soccer team, and she said, 'Why don't you just 
play with me?' and I used to cry all the time, and 
I didn't ever want to go. My first year I had to do 
it, but then the second year I wanted to do it. And 
I've been playing ever since." 

Sounds like father really did know best. 
"1 think playing soccer was an awakening for 

he," Ramon said of Laura's initial resistance. "At 
first it was something odd to her, like a child 
lumping into a swimming pool for the first time," 

"Then she got used to the water." 
She got used to sports so well, in fact, that by 

the time she graduated from high school, Miguez 
had played basketball, Softball, volleyball and run 
track in addition to playing for her high school 
and club soccer teams. Interestingly, there is little 
athletic history in the Miguez family. 

Both ot my parents ran track [in high school], 
but that's all either one of them did. Neither one 
of them played collegiate sports," Laura said. 
"They just wanted me to get active." 

Miguez came to MT from I.J. Pearce High 
School in Dallas, Texas, where she led the 
Mustangs to two regional finals and one state 
tournament in three years. Although former MT 
head coach Scott Ginn recruited her, current head 
coach Aston Rhoden has been extremely pleased 
with Laura's work ethic. 

"Laura has one of those never-give-up atti- 
tudes," Rhoden said. "She's going to work from 
the first whistle to the last." 

Miguez's perseverance allowed her to crack the 
starting lineup as a freshman and start every game 
but one, which she missed due to injury. 

Last year, she started every game and led the 

Blue Raiders with 21 points and nine goals, mov- 
ing her into fourth place on MT's all-time scoring 
list with 37 points. Miguez, however, couldn't care 
less about the records. 

"I didn't even know any of the records until the 
media guide came out and I was reading through 
it," Miguez said. "I think that soccer is a team 
sport, and as long as you're focused on the team 
and not yourself, then that's how you'll play well." 

This team-first attitude is exactly what Rhoden 
admires most about Miguez. 

"She's not a really hyped-up, loud vocal leader, 
but the things that she does - how hard she works 
and how hard she trains to stay in shape and be at 
the top of her game - are what inspires her team- 
mates," Rhoden said. 

Miguez, however, is not satisfied. 
"Last year, I didn't score a goal until the 

eleventh game of the season, and I'm hoping that 
this year, the team can jump on track and peak 
right where we need to, in the middle of the sea- 
son," she said, referring to the beginning of con- 
ference play. 

MT was only 3-5 last year in conference 
matches, finishing seventh in the SBC. 

As for scoring earlier in the season, this year 
Miguez already has four goals, including her sec- 
ond career hat trick last Sunday in a 6-1 win over 
Birmingham Southern College. She also had two 
assists, setting a school record for points in a sin- 
gle game with eight. 

Of course, Miguez deflected all praise to her 
teammates. 

"I've gotten better balls from my teammates," 
Miguez said in Monday's Sideline*. "1 think every- 
one played better and everyone elevated then play 
in that people were getting me balls to my feet and 
where I like them." 

When asked for a team goal and a personal 
goal for this season, Miguez doesn't hesitate to 
talk about her team's high expectations. 

"We want to end up in the top two in the con- 
ference and make it to the finals of the conference 
tournament or the NCAA tournament," Miguez 
said. 

"As for a personal goal," Miguez. stops. She just 
doesn't have personal goals. After some prodding, 
she finally finds one. 

"I just need to finish all the opportunities the 
team gives me. If I only get one shot a game, fin- 
ish it, because my team gave me one shot," Miguez 
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Laura Miguez has four goals this season for the Blue Raiders soccer team. 
Staff Photographer 

said. "If I get five, finish as many as I can, because 
I think evervone is doing their job, and that's my 
job." 

"I just don't want to let the team down," she 
added quickly. 

All this talk about the importance of teamwork 
coming from someone who didn't want to play 
soccer to begin with? 

Dad would be proud, and he's waiting for his 
thank you card. ♦ 

Taking Sides twiaa 

Curse of Ruth ends here 
The Hard Truth 

Jerry Wilkinson 
Assl. Sports Editor 

It is almost October, and the 
MLB playoffs are creeping up 
on us. 

The question is who will be 
playing in the World Series? 
Right? 

Only four teams from each 
league will go to the play-offs. 
Well, here is some insight for all 
of you baseball fans out there. 

In the American League 
East, the Yankees are, once 
again, in the driver's seat, but 
Boston is in the back seat at the 
moment only five games back. 

The      Yankees      are      a 

hard-fought bunch with cocky 
attitudes and the skills to back 
them up, but they are not per- 
fect and can be beaten. 

The Red Sox will be in the 
playoffs as wild card with no 
problems. Just a few weeks ago, 
the Red Sox beat the Yanks 2-1 
in a three game series. If they 
have the momentum, the 
Boston ball club may have a 
shot at taking the AL. 

The Minnesota Twins lead 
the Chicago White Sox in the 
AL Central by six games and 
will take the division. 

Oakland will take the AL 
West. Although Seattle played 
great this season, they will stay 
at home this year. 

Between Boston, the New 
York Yankees, Minnesota and 
Chicago, I believe that Boston 
will represent the AL in the 
World Series. Sorry Yankees 

fans, George Steinbrenner can 
buy championship caliber play- 
ers, but he can't buy the cham- 
pionship. 

Now, for all you Braves fans 
out there, the Braves have 
clinched the National League 
East. This could be some good 
news for Braves fans. Atlanta is 
12 games up on Florida in the 
NL East Division. 

However, I've failed to men- 
tion the Philadelphia Phillies. 
At the moment, no team has 
been chosen as a wild card for 
the NL. 

The battle for the wild card 
is between the Marlins and the 
Phillies. 

If Philadelphia wins out and 
the Marlins lose the rest of their 
games, then we may see the 
Phillies playing the Braves in 

See Curse, 10 

Braves to take MLB Series 
A Sports Almanac 

David Hunter 
iumnist 

One of the year's best sport 
ing events will take place when 
the  MLB playoffs begin  next 
week. 

After a very long regular sea- 
son, eight teams will have a 
chance to walk away as World 
Series Champions. 

Last year, the Anaheim 
Angels came out ot nowhere to 
get the American League wild 
card. 

They followed their momen- 
tum to capture the title. 
However, the Angels will have 
no shot  to  repeat  as World 

Series champions this year. 
It is anybody's guess to pick 

who will walk away with the 
title this season. 

Any of the four teams from 
both leagues came make cases 
for why they each have a shot to 
win it all. 

Let's start in the AL, where 
the New York Yankees have 
clinched a playoff spot, and the 
other two division races are 
almost over. 

Yankees manager loe Torre 
better get his resume ready, 
because after the Yankees get 
knocked out early, Torre will be 
looking for another job. 

At the beginning of the sea- 
son, the fight for the AL Central 
was between the Chicago White 
Sox and the surprising Kansas 
City Royals. 

However, as the season went 
on, the Minnesota Twins snuck 

up on both teams and are really 
close to winning their second 
straight division title. 

In the AL West, the Seattle 
Mariners had the early lead, but 
they did not make any moves at 
the trading deadline. 

The Oakland Athletics took 
advantage and moved into the 
top spot. 

The Athletics will win the 
division and could be a team to 
watch in October. 

The Athletics have the best 
pitching staff from top to bot- 
tom in the majors. 

The Boston Red Sox will dis- 
pose of the Mariners for the AL 
Wild Card. 

In the National League, the 
Atlanta Braves and the San 
Francisco Giants have punched 
their tickets for the NL playoffs. 

See Braves, 10 

Sports Briefs 
Compiled by Amy Jones-Foster 
Sports Editor 

Autograph session to benefit Special Kids, Inc 

Belle Air Baptist Church will host a Celebrity 
Autograph Session and Memorabilia Auction 
Oct. 21 at 4:30 p.m. to benefit Special Kids, Inc. 

Guests include NASCAR standouts Sterling 
Marlin and Chad Chaffin. 

Others in attendance will be members of the 
Tennessee Titans, who have not yet been 
announced. Live entertainment will be provided 
by Forerunner, Tim McGraw's opening act. 

Ticket prices are $25 for one autographed 
item or $100 for a picture and one item auto- 
graphed. 

All money goes to Special Kids, Inc., which is 
a member of the United Way. 

For any questions call Special Kids, Inc. at 
890-1003. 

Hines, Lynch honored by Sun Belt Conference 

Quarterback Andrico Hines and safety 
Brandon Lynch were honored by the Sun Belt 
Conference for their efforts in last week's game 
against No. 23 Missouri. 

Hines was named the Offensive Player of the 
Week and Lynch came away with Defensive 
Player of the Week honors. 

Hines, who guided the offense to a season- 
high 40 points and 483 total yards, also scored on 
a four-yard touchdown run in overtime. This is 
the second time Hines has won the award during 
his career. 

Lynch, from Hephzibah, Ga., turned in 
another strong effort at Missouri. 

The team's leading tackier recorded 11 total 
stops against the Tigers to equal his career-best, 
and on numerous occasions made big tackles to 
help get the defense off the field. 

Lynch, who also had a touchdown-saving 
tackle in the second quarter at Missouri, has 37 
tackles on the season to go with an interception 
and a fumble recovery. 

Barthel and Rivera 9-8(11), while Kuruppu and 
Siljestrom took care of lunck and Reckewey 8-4. 
Allan and Schledorn blanked Ryan Jay and 
Nabity. 

Tennis takes eight wins at Seminole Fall Classic     Georgia basketball starter transfers to MT 

MT won all three doubles and five of six sin- 
gles matches over Nebraska in the final day of the 
Seminole Fall Classic in Tallahassee, Fla. 

MT's only loss came in three sets as 
Nebraska's Jose Rivera defeated Trevor Short 7-6 
(12), 4-6,10-6 in the tiebreaker. 

Blue Raider Andreas Siljestrom won 6-2, 6-1 
over Joerg Barthel, and Rishan Kuruppu took 
care of Joel Reckewey 6-0,6-2. 

Kai Schledorn defeated Jeff Nabity 6-3, 6-0, 
while Anant Sitaram won 6-2, 6-1 over Justin 
Junck, and Brandon Allan took care of Tanner 
Gates 6-3,6-1. 

In doubles action, Sitaram and Short defeated 

Men's basketball head coach Kermit Davis has 
announced that Steve Thomas, a student from 
Georgia, has transferred to MT. 

Thomas, a 6-foot-8-inch, 240-pound senior, 
will sit out this season due to NCAA transfer 
rules but will have one season of eligibility 
remaining for the 2004-05 campaign. 

Thomas is a native of Carrollton, Ga., and had 
been a starter for the Bulldogs for the past two 
seasons. 

Thomas averaged 10.2 points per game as a 
junior and turned in a team-leading 7.3 
rebounds per contest. He also registered 30 
blocks over the course of the year. ♦ 


