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Foreword
Each meeting of the National Education Association during recent

years has risen to a new high point o.f general interest and excellence.

On every hand there are evidences of expansion combined with deeper

insight into our varied educational problems. The first meeting of the
National Education Association in 1857 brought together fewer than a
hundred leaders. Each of the Association's two annual congresses now
brings together many thousands of workers representing various branches
of education. The two 1925 meetings were held in what Meredith
Nicholson calls the Valley of Democracy-the superintendents' conven-
tion at Cincinnati and the general convention at Indianapolis. Both were
largelS, attended. Both were notable for the number and variety of care-
fully prepared papers. Speakers at the Association's meetings are more
and more aware of the larger audience reached through newspapers,
periodicals, and these Proceedings.

The need for rearranging this volume in the readers' interest and for
convenience in assembling material has been apparent for several years.
This year under "Associational Records and Information" is gathered
what has heretofore been published under the heading 'rlntroductory
.Matter," and other material relating to organizational activities. This
volume therefore opens with addresses before the general sessions, followed
by reports of the Association's committees and the National Council of
Education, followed by the Association's departments arranged alphabet-
ically, followed by Associational Records and Information.

The Association does much of its work through committees and depart-
ments. More than a hundred pages are devoted to reports of committees
and over half the volume to departments. The Department of Immigrant
Education has broadened in scope under the name of Adult Education.
The Department of Normal Schools and Teachers Colleges has come to
include the American Association of Teachers Colleges by an arrangement
u.ith that organization.

Attention is especially called to historical notes which appear at the
beginning of reports of various departmental and committee activities. A
more or less complete list of the Association's publications from 1857 to
date rvas included in the 192+ volume, pages 1041-60. It is supplemented
by the table in this volume.

The eight-foot shelf of Proceedings of the National Education Asso-
ciation is everyrvhere recognized for the excellence and variety of its con-
tent. It is a great encyclopedia of source material. In these volumes
appear the utterances of our greatest educational thinkers. They reflect
also the inspiring devotion of a growing band of men and women to the
public school. The technique of teaching may be changed, the organiza-
tion of the school may be radically altered, but our devotion to the public
school as an agency for perpetuating our best ideals and customs is in-
creasing.

Jov Er.rrrR MoRcaN,
Director of the Diaision of Publications.
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