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No matter what 
happens, Fowlers 
should be 
commended 

Carol Fowler said that there were 
many skeptics and doubting thomases 
out there, and I was one of them. She's 
pushing the ticket sales, making me 
and others fools who were to quick to 
judge. I'm glad I was wrong. 

In the June 3 issue of Sidlines, I 
basically said I had little faith in the 
alumni and the students. I thought 
people were too wrapped up in SEC 
football on Saturdays and they could 
care less about an OVC battle. 

• (So I messed up. That was the 
first mistake I ever made in my life. 
Sue me, I don't care.) 

The alumni and the community 
have been very supportive of the 
possible move to Division I-A. Local 
politicians, bank presidents, the 
pillars of the community, you name it 
were calling all the many 
acquaitances they have, begging them 
to buy season tickets. By the end of 
the "Blue Raider telethon", 8, 025 
season tickets were sold. 

"O.K.," I thought, "not bad. 
There's still almost 9,000 tickets to 
sell each home game." 

But athletic director Lee Fowler 
announced to the Daily News Jourrnal 
Friday 13, 189 season tickets were 
sold. "How 'bout that?" Harry Caray 

•;" would say. 
I never imagined sales to boost 

this fast, but then again, I'm not 
surprised. 

Whenever the school wants 
support for an athletic event, they will 
get it. Think back to last basketball 

The athletic program 
will need a scheme: 

: come see the Blue 
: Raiders play their 
: inauguaral game in 

#:: their newly renovated 
:• stadium. 
^'.season, when Lightning struck. Monte 
»|Hale Arena saw its first ever sell-out 
T;crowd for a basketball game. 
5 Instead of a small handful of fans 
^."being scattered here and there in the 
-Stands, it was hard enough to find a 
Ispot in the nose-bleed section. 

With the changing of mascots and 
;a new logo, MTSU begged for the 
-Community's support and they got it. 
3 The message was come see 
^lightning strike(s)." MTSU generated 
ihe curiosity in the Murfreesboro-area 
-tuid it was fulfilled with a laser show 
and a spectacular performance by the 
dance team. 

■'. Some of the fans may have gagged 
at the new mascot, but they were in 
attendance; they were there filling up 
the seats. 
•'. Folks in the athletic department 
t^ope the opening home game with 
Tennessee State on Sept. 5 will have 
an almost sell-out crowd, so the school 
won't have to sweat as hard reaching 
tjie average before the season's end. 
I- That's a sensible plan and the 
athletic program will need a scheme: 
come see the Blue Raiders play their 

• inaugural game in their newly 
renovated stadium. 

■'. I've been inside the almost 
renovated stadium in early June. 
Well, it's nice. But it would be nicer to 
see many students, alumni and 
community residents filling it up. If 
they're not going to show up anytime 
later in the season, at least they will 
be there that first game. 

'.   A stadium doesn't look like a 
stadium, until there are people in it. 

; I don't mean to be tough on our 
student body, because I'm a student 
myself. BUT, my faith in the student 
body in supporting the Division I-A 

•htove is not there. I'm not saying the 
students will not support it; I am 
making no prediction. I just wouldn't 
lay my money down on it. 

'.',   Fraternities and sororities will be 
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Manning enticed by potential tight ends 
Weak offensive line 
not big worry with 
Dilger and Pollard 
_J    II,ink    l.owenkron     At 

ANDERSON, Ind. - Petyon 
Manning becomes a target for 
opposing NFL linemen for the first 
time this week and he's anticipating 
the tight ends of the Indianapolis Colts 
will help ease his adjustment. 

Hitting Manning in training camp 
and in last week's practice and 
scrimmage with the St. Louis Rams 
was a no-no. The ban will be off on 

Saturday when the Colts open their 
exhibition season at Seattle. 

• "It's got to happen sometime. That's 
the only way you're going to get 
better," Manning said Monday. 

Seattle has an advantage of having 
already played its first game, defeating 
Dallas 20-19 on Friday, while the Colts 
will be playing their first exhibition 
game. 

"It will be a challenge on both sides 
of the ball. No matter what happens, I 
think we'll get a lot of benefit out of it," 
Manning said. 

Tight end Ken Dilger, 6-foot-5 and 
259 pounds, is one reason Manning is 
optimistic about his NFL debut. Tight 
end Marcus Pollard, 6-4 and 257 

pounds, is another. 
"I had a lot of good receivers in 

college, but never really had a tight 
end like those two guys. They've got 
good hands. They're so big, it's easy to 
spot them in a pattern," Manning said. 
"And they're both excellent blockers. 

"I look for them to be a very big 
part of our offense." 

Tight ends became basically 
blockers last year as an inexperienced 
line had the team's quarterbacks 
scurrying for their lives consistently. 
Tight ends had only 50 of the team's 
317 receptions, accounting for 609 of 
the 3,560 passing yards. 

"Both guys are capable of making 
big plays in the passing game, and 

they're also excellent blockers," said 
new tight end coach Tony Marciano. 
"We're going to emphasize run to take 
the pressure off the quarterback and 
they're going to be a major key." 

They both are expected to 
frequently line up together. 

"Marcus and I are pretty good tight 
ends as far as running and blocking. 
The more talented people we have out 
there on the field, the better it is for 
the team," said Dilger, a former 
Indiana high school star as a 
quarterback, who spent much of the 
off-season preparing himself mentally 
and physically for an added workload. 
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Heath Shuler was once in Peyton's place 
□ M.rv Forier  AP 

LA CROSSE, Wis. - Heath Shuler 
has to chuckle when he sees what's 
happening with Peyton Manning. 
Shuler was the big-time quarterback 
Tennessee sent to the NFL before 
Manning - same hype, same 
expectations, same excitement. 

It was the last big moment in 
Shuler's career. 

"I had no idea how the road I was 
headed down would turn out," Shuler 
said. "I was on the top of the world - 
drafted by the team I wanted, with the 
coach I wanted to play for. It looked 
like everything was golden." 

It didn't take long for the shine to 
wear off. 

While fans and media follow 
Manning and his rookie-record $42.7 
million contract with the Indianapolis 
Colts, Shuler limps through another 
round of rehabilitation and his New 
Orleans Saints teammates are led by a 
journeyman quarterback who replaced 
him as the starter. 

"I've always been a hard worker 
and always believed that was the key 
to success," said Shuler, who finished 
second in the balloting for the 
Heisman Trophy in  1993 after a 

record-breaking career at Tennessee. 
"It always was the key, for a long time, 
anyway." 

His success made him the top draft 
pick for the Washington Redskins in 
1994, where quarterback-friendly 
Norv Turner was expected to develop 
Shuler into an NFL star. 

But a 13-day holdout while a $19 
million contract was completed turned 
Redskins fans against him. He 
followed that up with poor play, forced 
passes and fumbles. Finally a shoulder 
injury benched Shuler and allowed 
Gus Frerotte, a seventh-round pick out 
of Tulsa, to take over. 

Just last year Shuler's fresh start 
soured in almost the same manner. 

Brought to New Orleans by Mike 
Ditka, Shuler was praised by his new 
coach and handed the starting job 
when veteran Jim Everett was cut. 

The starter for nine games, Shuler 
completed just 52 percent of his 
passes, threw only two touchdowns 
and was intercepted 14 times. He was 
also sacked 21 times in 10 games 
before being put on injured reserve 
Nov. 19 after hurting his left foot. 

"I've had all the injuries a 
quarterback worries about - throwing 
arm, my shoulder and hand, and my 

Defensive line being 
challenged to step up 
sack total 
□  Teresa   Waller'AP 

NASHVILLE - Tennessee coach 
Jeff Fisher isn't asking much of 
defensive end Kenny Holmes. He just 
wants the second-year defensive end 
to try to match one of the best 
performances in Oilers' history. 

"Kenny's got to be double-digit 
sacks this year," said Fisher. "I'm not 
talking 10-11. He's got to have a 
significant number of sacks for us." 

But Fisher isn't just singling out 
the Oilers' top draft pick of a year ago. 
He wants the whole defensive line to 
put more pressure on opposing 
quarterbacks. 

The Oilers managed just 35 sacks 
in 1997 with the defensive line 
providing 25 1/2 of those. Only five 
NFL teams did worse, with Tennessee 
just ahead of Arizona (34), Miami and 
Oakland (31), the Jets (29), and San 
Diego (27). 

The Oilers defense was fourth in 
the league in stopping the run, but 
ranked 27th against the pass. 

"We've got to have more sacks than 
we did last year. More sacks, more 
hurries, more hits on the quarterback 
than we did last year," Fisher said. 

The pressure is getting to the 
young line, which includes tackles 
Gary Walker, Henry Ford and Pratt 
Lyons and ends Anthony Cook and 
Holmes. 

Two fights broke out in one day last 
week after the defense was challenged 

to step up its play in training camp. 
Fisher said the defense has been 
frustrated facing one of the NFL's best 
offensive lines. 

The biggest pressure is on Holmes, 
whose pass-rushing skills are why the 
Oilers made him the 18th pick overall 
in 1997. 

The 6-foot-4, 270-pound lineman 
had 29 sacks during his career at 
Miami, and the Oilers like his speed 
.off the line and the way he pushes 
around blockers. 

"Kenny Holmes is our bell cow, and 
he's got to set the tone," said defensive 
coordinator Gregg Williams. 

Holmes tied with Walker for the 
team lead in 1997 with seven sacks, 
despite playing much of the season 
with a soft cast on his right wrist after 
breaking it in the opener. He didn't 
work his way into the starting lineup 
until the 10th game of the season and 
wound up starting five. 

If he can double his sack stats, he 
could threaten the franchise record of 
17, set by eight-time Pro Bowler Elvin 
Bethea in 1973 a year before official 
sack totals were kept. 

Holmes doesn't mind the standard 
that Fisher is setting for him. 

"I'm glad he has the confidence in 
me ...," Holmes said. "I hope I can 
prove that he's right. If I can, I know 
definitely we'll be a contender this 
year. If I can go in and get 12 sacks, I 
know we can be a contender as far as 
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Fisher gives Matthews, Stepnoski 
alternating rest breaks 
□ Teresa   Waller   AP 

Please fax any information on 
sports and recreational activities 

to Sidelines at 904-8487 or call 
'. the Sports desk at 898-2816. 
■. 

NASHVILLE - When you're 
starting your 16th season in the NFL, 
a little rest now and then can't hurt. 
That's the Tennessee Oilers' 
philosophy when it comes to right 
guard Bruce Matthews. 

Coach Jeff Fisher let the veteran 
lineman watch the second practice 
Sunday afternoon of the Oilers' first 
two-a-day session. Center Mark 
Stepnoski, who passed his physical 
after having his knee scoped in June, 

watched the morning session and 
played in the afternoon. 

"It's a wise idea," Fisher said. 
"Bruce came out this morning as good 
as he's ever looked, knocking people 
down. It just makes sense to do those 
kind of things." 

Matthews, who has one of his sons 
with him at camp, didn't stick around 
after the afternoon practice. He 
started all 16 games last season to 
extend his club record of consecutive 
starts  to   168.  He will  tie  Elvin 
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foot," Shuler said. "The things I use to 
make my living with." 

This time it was Billy Joe Hobert, a 
quarterback who was perhaps best 
known for being cut by Buffalo after 
joking about not knowing the play 
book, who snatched the starting job. 

"Billy Joe Hobert is the least of my 
worries," Shuler said as he limped 
between rehabilitation work and the 
dining hall at training camp. "What 
has Billy Joe done? Where has he 
established himself?" 

So far just in New Orleans, where 
Hobert took the starting job by going 
2-2 as the starter in the final four 
games of 1997. 

"I'm not worried about another 
player," Shuler said. "Competition has 
never scared me. I just need to get my 
foot well and things will fall into place. 
I really believe that." 

Shuler had offseason surgery on his 
foot. Surgeons removed the bones that 
make the ball of the foot and repaired 

the damage by attaching ligaments 
from a cadaver. He was in a cast for 
months, unable to work out, lost about 
60 percent of the feeling in the foot 
and must wear an orthopedic device to 
compensate for the missing bones. 

Shuler hobbled through two 
minicamps, but seemed to be close to 
100 percent when training camp 
opened. Then he strained a calf muscle 
in his left leg, an injury related to a 
lack of flexibility in his foot as a result 
of the surgery. He was sidelined again. 

"He was throwing with more 
accuracy than last year, doing 
everything a lot better," said 
quarterback coach Tom Clements. 
"This new injury sets him back. I just 
hope he can return and show the same 
things." 

The Saints decided late in the week 
to send Shuler back to the surgeon 
who operated on him, fearing he has 
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Cycling faces hard 
ride with drug scandal 

-1 Andreai fcvanora/Ar 

PARIS - Flat tire or broken frame? 
A drug scandal followed the Tour de 

France every step of the way. Now the 
sport must try to rebuild its image and 
reassure its fans and sponsors. 

And the question for cycling is this: 
Can it bounce back? 

"In the short term, we will suffer 
badly from this crisis and our image 
will suffer," says Daniel Baal, vice 
president of the International Cycling 
Union, the sport's governing body. "But 
we can rebound positively. The sport is 
strong enough." 

Other sports, such as track and 
swimming, have been rocked by drug 
revelations. None depends so heavily 
on a single event for its global 
reputation. For many, the Tour de 
France is cycling. « 

Aware that sponsors could turn 
their backs on the sport, governing 
federations are pledging to redouble 
their efforts to stamp out drugs. 

Cycling officials recognize it is 
virtually impossible to eradicate 
performance-enhancing substances. 
Drugs such as EPO, a hormone that 
increases oxygen to red blood cells, 
can't be detected, and new substances 
are being developed faster than ever. 

Organizers insist there is no 
thought of canceling next year's Tour 
de France or, for the moment, even 
making major changes. 

They reject suggestions that cyclists 
need banned substances because the 
ride is too grueling. 

"The Tour will continue as normal," 
race spokesman John Lelangue said. 
"I've heard the cyclists say that, if 
anything, some of the stages are too 
easy." 

The Tour's travails have sparked 
wider debate, with IOC president Juan 
Antonio Samaranch calling for a 
reduction in the number of banned 
substances in sports and proposing an 
international conference to seek new 
ways of tackling the problem. 

The cycling federation also said 
Monday it will hold a "brainstorming 
conference" this week with top officials, 
cyclists and team managers. 

Cycling is as thorough as other 
sports in testing competitors, and was 
the first to introduce blood tests. 

"Drug controls in cycling are 
already stronger than for any other 
sport. That's the worrying thing," said 

Alan Rushton, managing director of 
Sport For TV, which organized the 
Irish leg of this year's Tour. "I would 
estimate that 50 percent of all global 
sports testing is carried out on cyclists. 

Tour de France drug scandals are 
nothing new. In 1967, British cyclist 
Tommy Simpson died on a climb up 
Mont Ventoux after taking 
amphetamines. 

"The problem has been known 
within cycling for a long time," said 
James Startt, a former member of the 
U.S. cycling team, told The Associated 
Press. "It is part of its history." » 

The .oroblem clearly has worsened. 
From day one, the 1998 Tour was 
dominated by drug revelations. Six 
teams pulled out, protesting police 
tactics. One team, Festina, was 
expelled after admitting systematic 
drug use. 

Italy's Rodolfo Massi became the 
seventh person - and the first cyclist - 
to be placed under formal investigation 
during the Tour, which ended Sunday 
with Marco Pantani of Italy the 
winner. ». 

On Monday, police in Reims began 
questioning members of the Dutch 
team TVM about drugs found in their] 
possession. TVM riders pulled out of 
the race two days before the end, 
saying they had neither the physical 
nor the mental strength to continue. 

The scandal has prompted 
infighting among cyclists. In a column 
for the German newspaper Bild last 
week, 1997 Tour champion Jan Ullrich 
criticized some fellow riders, including 
Laurent Jalabert and Luc Lebianc, for 
pulling out of the race once they had no 
chance of winning. 

"A great race has been stolen from 
all of us," he said. "Inside, I'm deeply 
angry at Festina, at the justice, and 
also at pros like Jalabert and Lebianc. 
They failed at the Tour and now they're 
stirring up trouble prematurely." 

Dan Osipow, operations director for 
Montgomery Sports, which runs and 
manages the U.S. Postal Service team, 
pointed to the scandal's ripple effect. 

"It's a shame for the audience, it's a 
shame for the cyclists, it's a shame for 
everyone involved," he said. 

Startt called the scandal "one of the 
darkest periods in the history of 
cycling." but he thinks some good can 
come of it. 

"If it doesn't," he said, "we really 
are in a sorry state." 


