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Raiders fall to Tennessee in extra innings, 13-9 
By Rob Munley / staH 

The Blue Raiders hung tough 
Wednesday night, but in the end a 
base liit from Tennessee renter fielder 
Scott Schroeffel put an end to MTSlTs 
chances to beat the nationally-ranked 
Voluntei i 

ingle up the middle in 
the top dl ih" 12th inning broke a 9-9 
tie and itarted ■ < four run inning that 
allowed II' to take the victory by a 
final seme of 1 

'We don't s ire man) runs, so to 
scute nine rui P< beat you have 
to look li id, at a lot of little things that 
could ha ei waj," said 
Ml SI' hi id o ich Steve Peterson. 
"Wi   h i ituation; « here we 
Could happen and 
didn't, hut \ to give credit to 
Tenn 

ill   i 4-0 lead in 
the ■■ hird inning, starter 
! I I up hack-to-hack 
walk in r> Curley and 
outtii >v ens, then after 
ret irn Ryan Dillard for 
th of   the   i nning 
Burrei i ngle    to    Clay 
Sni i1  i 

Third baseman Doug Barner 
stepped in with the bases loaded, and 
sent Ih   ' lii deep over the wall 
in left-center field for a grand slam 
home run, tying the name at lour inns 
apiece 

IT retook the lead with a run in 
the top of the sixth, hut the Raiders 
answered again in the bottom of the 
inning v. lien second baseman Shane 
Shoemake belted a three-run homer to 
give the Raiders a 7-5 lead. 

Tennessee took a 9-7 lead in the 
top of the ninth, but the Raiders once 
again tied the score behind Barner's 
bases loaded walk and an infield 
single from -Jamie Hill, both coming off 

Volunteer ace pitcher R. A. Dickey, to 
send the game into extra innings. 

Reliever Trevor Wilson came on to 
pitch for the Raiders in the top of the 
twelfth. Wilson struck out the first 
hatter he faced, but then gave up a 
bunt single to UT outfielder Justin 
Ross and a walk to shortstop Augie 
Ojeda. Schroeffel followed with an 
RBI single to center to drive in the 
eventual winning run, and outfielder 
Sonny Cortez followed with a three- 
run home run to right-center field to 
add all the insurance the Volunteers 
would need. 

Wilson (0-1) took the loss for the 
Raiders, while reliever Joe Abell (1- 
Oipitched the final two innings for UT 
to collect the win. 

"Tennessee executed when they 
had to." Peterson said. "They have a 
lot of weapons we don't have." 

"I enjoyed the ballgame. even 
though I hate it that we lost," the 
coach added "I think we played hard, 
we did the best we could. 1 think we 
could have played better, but that's the 
way it goes sometimes." 

Last night's loss followed a 5 2 
defeat Tuesday to Vanderbilt. Jamie 
Hill took the loss for the Blue Raiders 
in that game, while Vandy's Bert Snow 
collected the win. 

Vanderbilt scored two runs in the 
tup of the third to take an early lead. 
and Snow held MTSU's batters hitless 
for the first four innings. The Raiders 
finally got on the board in the fifth 
after Andrew Thompson led off the 
inning with a single. Thompson 
reached third on a Shoemake single, 
and scored on a sacrifice fly from 
Owens. 

But Vandy came back with a run 
in the sixth to keep the two-run lead. 
"Every time we scored they came right 
back and answered it," Peterson said. 

Brian G. Miller/st.ill 

Teammates congratulate Doug Barner after his third inning grand slam against Tennessee last night. 

"That's a sign of a good offensive ball 
club." 

Vandy added two runs in the ninth 
to clinch the win. 

Hill pitched fairly well in the loss, 
allowing only two earned runs in five 
innings of work while striking out 
seven. Steven Lay worked two and 
two-thirds of an inning in relief and 
retired all eight men he faced after 
coming in with runners at the corners 

Lady Raider tennis sweeps homestand 
By Joel Frev / stafl 

The Lady Raider tennis team 
upped then- OVC mark to 3-0 for the 
season with two convincing wins over 
Austin Peay and TSU Tuesday 
afternoon at the Murphy Center 
courts. 

In the 8-1 victory over the Lady 
Govs, MTSl' began the day with a 
sweep of the three doubles matches 
and then carried that momentum over 
into singles play, taking five of the six 
points. 

Although the score would indicate 
a blowout against Austin Peay, Coach 
David Thornton said the play of his 
team, especially in singles, was 
inconsistent 

"It's always nice to win of course, 
no matter the score or the opponent," 
Thornton said. "1 really feel we need 
to display a little more maturity and 

confidence on court as we focus in on 
the rest of the OVC season." 

Freshman Jennifer Bryans, who 
didn't play "up to her potential" as she 
described in her 6-7, 6-3, 7-6 win over 
Martine Edwards of Austin Peay at 
number one singles agreed with the 
sentiments of her coach. 

"Everyone seemed to play up and 
down in our first match, especially 
me," Bryans said. 

Other singles winners against the 
Lady Govs were Alex Toelle, Michelle 
Wilson, Amy King and Malinda Ryan 
at numbers two, three, four and five, 
respectively. 

Despite struggling in their first 
match on Tuesday, the Lady Raiders 
were able to compose themselves in 
easily beating TSU 6-0. 

Bryans, Toelle, Wilson, King, 
Ryan and freshman Courtney Genosi 
had little trouble in beating their 

Nashville rivals. 
As a team, the Lady Raiders only 

lost a total of five games in the six 
matches played. 

Because of the lopsided margin of 
victory, Thornton and TSU's coach 
opted not to play the three doubles 
matches. 

Next up for the women is their 
last road match of the year against 
Murray St., tomorrow afternoon at 
2:30. Thornton said he expects a 
tough match from the Lady Racers. 

"Murray will be tough." Thornton 
said. "They are a solid team 
throughout their line-up so it will be 
important for us to remain poised on 
court and not let a few bad points here 
and there result in losing the entire 
match." 

With the wins on Tuesday, the 
Lady Raiders improved their overall 
record to 8-10 for the season. • 

Brian G. Miller/stall 

Junior Holly GrifTithattempts to bunt for a base hit during game one of yesterday's doubleheader with UT. 

Softball team sweeps TSU, drops two to Lady Vols 
ByLesli Bales/staff 

The Ladj Raiders softball team 
swept Tennessee State University 7-3 
and 6 5 on Tuesday before losing a 
pair to UT Knoxville 9-0 and 9-1 
ye iterday. 

"I "I is a very good hitting team. 
They are going to score runs and you 
have to be able to score them, too," 
Coach Karen Green said. "We had 
some bits They bad 11 hits and we 
had eight The difference was that 
they were getting their first runners 

on, and we weren't. We were getting 
hits with two outs, and they were 
getting hits with no outs and scoring 
those runs from second base. Their 
hits were a little bit more timely than 
ours were." 

Kim Blair, Jamie Polsteen, Kandal 
Walker, Charlotte Peay, Holly Griffith, 
Jamie Estepa and Alison Cheatham 
all had hits for MTSU in taking the 
losses. 

"The TSU games were very big 
games because they were two in our 
Conference.  We needed to win both of 

them, and that put us in sole 
possession of second place," Coach 
Green said. "UT is helping us learn 
from our mistakes in non-Conference 
games. That helps us get in gear to 
improve our Conference games." 

The Lady Raiders take a road trip 
this weekend where they will face UT- 
Martin Friday and Southeast Missouri 
on Saturday. Their next home action 
will be Monday when they face UT- 
Chattanooga in a make-up game at 
2:30 p.m. • 

and no outs. 
"I thought our pitching was good 

enough to win," Peterson said. "We're 
wasting good pitching. Jamie Hill had 
one of the better games he's had in a 
while, and Lay came in and really got 
us out of a jam. 

Peterson said that if a few plays 
had gone Middle's way the result may 
have been different, but said that the 
Commodores have a very talented 

team. 
"Vanderbilt made the plays and 

we didn't," the coach said. "They 
answered the bell every time." 

Tonight, the Raiders will face 
Western Kentucky at 6:00, then thi> 
weekend they will head to Cookeville. 
Tenn., to face OVC rivals Tennessee 
Tech in a three-game series. # 

Basketball coach prospects 
visiting campus this week 
By Rob Nunley / staff 

Finalists for the vacant head 
basketball coaching position are 
visiting campus this week, touring 
facilities and meeting with players, 
university staff and the media. 

Randy Wiel, head coach at the 
University of North Carolina- 
Asheville, met with the media 
Wednesday to discuss the possibility 
of his taking over the helm of the Blue 
Raiders next season. 

"When I became interested in the 
job I got a couple of tapes from some 
people, and I just kind of looked at the 
team," Wiel said. "I got very excited 
about the potential. Now it's up to the 
coach to come in and tap that 
potential and 
bring the team 
back up to where 
it was." 

Wiel played 
for Dean Smith at 
North Carolina 
and earned four 
varsity letters 
before graduating 
in 1979. The 
t' ii r a c a o , 
Netherlands 
Antilles native 
competed in the 
1968 Olympics as 
a sprinter and 
swam 
competitively at 
the 1967 Pan- 
American games. 

A     f    t    e 
graduating from 

"N, low it's up to the 
coach to come in and 
tap that potential 
and bring the team 
back up to where it 
was." 

UNC, Wiel played 
professional basketball in Europe for 
six years, then returned to UNC to 
serve as an assistant under Smith 
until the 1993 season, when he 
accepted the head coaching position at 
Asheville. 

Wiel took over a Bulldog team 
ranked 301st out of 302 Division I 
teams, and over three seasons 
increased their wins from three in his 
first year to 18 last season. Wiel said 
he was very interested in applying at 
MTSU as soon as he heard the head 
coaching job was open. 

"I like the South, and when this 
opportunity came I got in touch and 
applied to see what would happen. 
I've always been in the South, my wife 
is from the South, and I like the small- 
town community. And there's 
enormous potential here, that's what 
really got my interest. So I got tapes, 
because I'm somebody that does a lot 
of research. I wanted to know 
everything there was to know about 
MTSU before I came down." 

One of the facets of coaching Wiel 

stressed the most on Wednesday was 
being open to the media, the students 
and the community around the team. 

"To tell you the truth, I think 
that's the most important thing about 
coaching a team in any college town." 
Wiel said. "The people have to feel 
that it's their team, because it is. It's 
the student body's team, and the 
community's. The coach coaches the 
team but it reflects MTSU, and we're 
going to try to represent MTSU as 
well as we can." 

"I'm somebody that's very open. 
Wiel added. "I like to run open 
practices. I'd like to be able to reach 
into the community; go visit with 
people, the student body, and 
somehow get the interest way up to 

where    it    was. 
       That's my main 

job- 
While at 

North Carolina, 
Wiel said he saw 
the Blue Raiders 
play in regional 
tournaments. 
Also, the coach 
said he was 
exposed to 
Middle 
Tennessee 
basketball years 
ago, when he 
was acquainted 
with former Blue 
Raider Jerry 
Beck while the 
two were playing 
professionally in 

Europe. 
"Right now, of course. I'm coming 

into a situation where the players are 
used to another coach, but after I meet 
the players I will make each one of 
them feel like I recruited them." Wiel 
said. "I'm the kind of person who is 
very close to the players I'll do 
anything for them, but I have a very 
strong commitment academically. All 
they have to do is go to class, and do 
their best." 

While Wiel said he saw potential 
in both the current Blue Raider team 
and its potential recruiting class for 
next year, he also said he would look 
forward to recruiting his own players. 

"You want to get the best talent 
you can get in-state, and then you 
want to get the best you can out of the 
state," the coach said. "I've done a lot 
of coaching internationally, and I'm 
still very much involved in Spain, 
Italy and Holland. Just from knowing 
the coaches whenever there's a very 
good player that's a foreigner, I get 

Please see WIEL on page 8 

Randy Wiel 
MTSU coaching 

applicant 


