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Deadly Ladies tax Tech for OVC title 

By RANDY BRISON 
Sidelines Sports Co-editor 

"Taxes and death." 
You know the old sa\ine 

"Nothing is sure in life except 
taxes and death." 

IF YOU'RE concerned with 
OVC women's basketball 

How sweet it is! 
might want to add the MTSU 
Lady Raiders' winning 
championships, because once 
again the women are heading 
tor thi' NCAA women's 
tournament. 

And the Ladies are headed 
there as the result of what any 
MTSU   athlete   considers   the 
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sweetest of victories, a win 
Tuesday over arch-rival 
Tennessee Tech 67-61 in 
Murphy Center. 

"We beat Tech." said 
sophomore Kim Webb alter 
the game, succinctly summing 
up the emotion most Lack 
Raiders   must    have   lelt   alter 

clinching MTSU's third 
straight tournament cham- 
pionship and gaining a 
measure of revenge for their 
only OVC regular season loss. 

AND IN A year when the 
Lady Raiders were supposed to 
be rebuilding, with only eight 
players on coach Larry In- 
man's roster most of the season, 
it was Webb who had as much 
to do with MTSU's final win as 
any other Lady Raider. 

"You heard of people who 
will not be denied," Inman 
said of the Smyrna product. 
"Tonight, Kim Webb would 
not be denied." 

Held to only three points in 
the first half, Webb took 
control after intermission, 
picking up the slack for foul- 
plagued Jennifer McFall by 
scoring 16 second-half points. 

AS IN THE Austin Peay 
game Monday, the Lady 
Haiders  almost  let  a big lead 

slip away before coming back 
to win. After a Webb lay up 
with just over 15 minutes 
remaining in the game had put 
MTSU up 47-37, Tech scored 
the next 11 points to go up 48- 
47. 

A McFall free throw finally 
broke the scoring drought with 
9:44 to go, and it was then that 
Webb went to work. The 5- 
foot-9 forward, who led the 
league in scoring but was left 
off the conference's all-star 
team, scored six of MTSU's 
next eight points, her last 
jumper putting the Lady 
Raiders ahead 56-54. Tech was 
able to tie once more at 59 on a 
Cheryl Taylor three-point 
play, but then Webb scored six 
of MTSU's last eight points, 
including two free throws with 
four seconds left, to ice the 
game. 

Center Kay Willbanks, an 
unsung  hero  for  MTSU  who 

was also ignored by coaches in 
all-conference balloting, was 
high scorer for the game with 
21 points. Perhaps more im- 
portantly, in her match-up 
defensively with Lady Eagle 
star Cheryl Taylor, Willbanks 
out-shot (9-14 to 5-11) and out- 
rebounded (11-10) her Tech 
counterpart, playing a key role 
in the Lady Raider win. 

The win helped extend the 
college career of McFall at 
least one game, as she will 
become the first MTSU athlete 
to play in an NCAA tour- 
nament three consecutive 
years. Two years ago the 
women won their first tour- 
nament game before losing to 
eventual runner-up Louisiana 
Tech. Last year they lost in the 
first round to Tennessee, who 
also ended up finishing second 
in the national tournament to 
the University of Southern 
California. 

NCAA tourneys becoming habit at MTSU 
By MIKE ORGAN 

Sidelines Sports Co editor 

It's beginning to be a habit. When you hear 
MTSU, you think NCAA. 

When the MTSU Lady Raiders won the OVC 
basketball championship Tuesday night in 
Murhpy Center, they became the school's third 
team to earn a berth in an NCAA tournament 
this year. 

POST-SEASON play in the NCAA has just 
become a way of life at MTSU and that's the way 
to keep everybody happy, apparently. 

"We've had a great year with all of our teams 
thus far," Jimmy Earle. MTSU's athletic 
director, said yesterday afternoon. "The coaches 
and the athletes have done a great job. " 

The quest for supremacy began back in 
September when the MTSU football team began 
its most successful season ever. The end result 
Was an 11-3 season which ended in the semi-final 
round of the NCAA's I-AA play-offs. 

THE TRACKSTERS followed suit by winning 
the OVC championship last month and sending 
ihree of its members to the NCAA set to begin 
riext week. 

; Football Coach Boots Donnelly agreed that 
winning has found its place at MTSU and added, 
''Each sport seems to push the other. They seem 
tio say, 'we did it, now you can go out and do it.'" 

'. After Donnelly's gridironers and coach Dean 
Hayes' track team proved "it" could be done, 
first-year basketball coach Bruce Stewart learned 
quickly. Chances are that Stewart had made 
plans for the tourney even earlier, like maybe 11 
months ago when he learned he had the job. 
Post-season play has always been kind of a habit 
for Stewart, too. Since he began his career six 
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years ago in Callatin, Tenn., at Volunteer State 
Junior College, the coach has never failed to take 
his team into post-season play. 

FOR LADY RAIDER Coach Larry Joe Inman, 
tournament play is nothing new, either. This 
year marks the third straight season his team has 
made it to the NCAA. MTSU also won the OVC 
title after the regular season making it the only 
school  to ever  win  the conference  and  tour- 

nament championships. 
So it's like follow-the-leader at MTSU, and 

Earle is proud to flaunt the school's ac- 
complishments. 

Til put our athletic program up against any 
other mid-major program in the country," Earl 
boasted. "There's no doubt that a winning 
program self-perpetuates itself and that's what is 
happening here. I just hope the spring sports can 

come through for us, too." 
SO HOW DID this winning attitude evolve? 

"From a nucleus of great athletes which we have 
assembled at this school at one time," Donnelly 
answers. "It's not just one thing that you can put 
your finger on." 

Earle agreed and wanted it known that he has 
gotten complete support from the university's 
administration and that, along with "excellent 
facilities," has lended to the success. 

The days of one school dominating one sport, 
much less three or four, have been fading fast. 
This not to say that MTSU dominates the OVC in 
these four sports mentioned, but the task of even 
consistently producing a winning season has 
become increasingly difficult, and Donnelly 
is well  aware of this. 

"ONCE YOU SET the tone for winning, you 
better be set to put some hours in it. The winning 
can go down very easily, so if you like what 
you're doing, you better hold on to it tight," 
Donnelly noted. 

With the football team placing in the top four 
teams in the nation, the men's basketball 
program heading to the NCAA next week along 
with the women's team and the track team 
sending its representatives to its national tour- 
ney, MTSU must have the OVC All-Sports 
trophy rapped up already. Wrong. The 
prestigious award goes to the team which earns 
the most points on a scale set up by the OVC's 
officials. On that scale, conference winners gain 
the most points. Only the track team and the 
women's basketball team have claimed the titles. 
The football team tied for second in the con- 
ference before rallying to the semi-finals, and the 
men's basketball team finished the regular season 
fifth. 

Bus change irritates Stanford 

Misunderstanding angers coach 
By GARYFRAZIER 

and   LOUNITA HOWARD 

After his team won a double- 
header from Lincoln 
University Sunday afternoon to 
boost their record to 3-4, one 
Would think that the pressure 
on Head Baseball Coach John 
Stanford would be somewhat 
relieved, but apparently it 
wasn't. 

Stanford allegedly "threw a 
chair through James Staley's 
office window in the main- 
tenance building" Monday 
morning. Dot Harrison, 
director of public relations, 
said yesterday. 

"I THINK IT was just a 
"tempest in a teapot,' a 
misunderstanding that was 
caused by a misun- 
derstanding," Harrison ex- 
plained. 

The "misunderstanding" 
was allegedly over "the 
scheduling of the bus to take 
the baseball team to a game" 
[in Jackson,Tennessee where 
the Raiders were to take on the 
Eagles of Lambeth College], 
Harrison said. 

"We have two university 
buses, and one is older than the 
other," Harrison said. 
"Stanford   was  scheduled   for 

the new bus, but there was a 
misunderstanding at the last 
minute, and he got the old 
one." 

Staley schedules all the buses 
for the Raider teams when they 
play away from home. 

JOHN WAS UNDER a lot 
of pressure as he said just a few 
moments ago," Harrison said 
after apparently having talked 
with Stanford prior to this 
interview. 

"fie told me, 'I acted like a 
10-year-old child,' and said he 
had apologized," Harrison 
said. "Stanford admitted that 
it was improper. He was just 
letting off some tension. They 
didn't fight. In fact, Stanford 
and Staley are fishing friends." 

According to President Sam 
Ingram, who acknowledged 
that there "was a little 
altercation," if there are two 
people who have a "misun- 
derstanding, no action will be 
taken unless they file com- 
plaints." 

INGRAM SAID HE was in 
Staley's office Wednesday and 
there was no indication that 
the window had been broken 
and added that no complaints 
had been filed. 

"If word gets around, I'm 
sure someone will look into it so 

that any future misun- 
derstanding can be avoided," 
Ingram said. 

"Coaches are under a lot of 
pressure which is un- 
fortunate," Ingram went on. 
"But, on the other hand. I 
think coaches ought to expect 
that [pressure] and act in a 
manner befitting their 
position." 

STANFORD   IS   NOT   the 
first coach to allegedly throw a 
chair across the room, Ingram 
said, referring to coach Bobby 
Knight of the Indiana 
Hoosiers. Knight threw a chair 

across the gymnasium floor 
about two weeks ago during a 
Hoosier game at which he was 
upset. 

I'll talk about the NCAA or 
anything else, but I have no 
comment on this particular 
situation," Athletic Director 
Jimmy Earle said yesterday. 

Stanford also refused ft) give 
any kind of comment on the 
situation other than to say 
"there will be meetings about 
that." 

Staley acknowledged that 
"the bus was an issue" but said 
that was "as far as I will go" in 
commenting on the incident. 

Sigmas grab title in OT 
By DAVID FUQUA 
and MIKE ORGAN 

Phi Beta Sigma capped off a 
perfect season Tuesday night 
squeezing by open league 
champions Beasley's 
Bucketeers in overtime 60-57. 

The heated action took place 
in the overall intramural 
basketball championship in the 
Alumni Gym. 

AN UPBEAT TEMPO 
kicked in as the game first got 
underway. Neither team could 

seem to gain control or get into 
their own game. Beasley 
dominated the boards in the 
first-half with a tough front 
line led by Mike Clark, a 245- 
pound specimen. 

The Sigmas relied on their 
speed and outside gunning to 
force the lead to change hands 
consistentlv through the first- 
half. 

As the clock wound down at 
the intermission the score was 
knotted, 24-24. 

{continued on paRe 9) 
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MTSU's Kay Willbanks (33) leaps against Tennesee Tech's 
Cheryl Taylor for the opening tip of the teams' championship 
game Tuesday.  


