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The Matrix has 
mind-blowing FX 

and brain draining 
plot twists 

Aaron Tallent 
Flash writer 

The Matrix: Very Original, But 
Too Complex 

Most science fiction films are 
never lacking in originality, alas 
"Stargate," "The Running Man" 
and "The Road Warrior." Some 
filmgoers argue that science fiction 
films borrow plots, themes and 
characters from other film genres 
"Star Wars" is considered to be a 
prime example of this but who 
cares? As with many science 
fiction films, "Star Wars" was 
groundbreaking and deserves its 
own chapter in film history, 

"The   Matrix"   has   enough 
originality to set  it  apart from 
other science fiction films but 
other components of the film 

hinder it from becoming a classic science fiction Sim. 
The story centers around Neo (Keanu Reevi 

computer nerd who sits at his computer every night 
carrying on a mysterious search for the matrix     The 
audience is not sure what the matrix is and due- not 
find out until halfway into the movie. 

Neo is approached by Trinity (Carrie Anne Mos 
attractive woman who eventually   leads him to 
Morpheus (Laun nee Fishburne), the leader of a group 
of rebels who pi iperhuman attributes     Vftei 
Neo and Trinity's initial meeting, a group of agents 
begin pursuing Neo 

In order to take on this grouj [rees 
to join Morpheu '■- group    B this group, Neo 
is taught tn lie.' In.- mind AH. r freeing Ins mind, Neo 
begins to possess superhuman qualities. He can dodge 
bullets, jump at least 100 feet and IK Neo must use 
these superpowers in defeat the agents that are 
chasing him and the ru V. group that he has joined 

If my pint summary sounds confusing, sorrj The 
plot to "The Matrix" i.- that complicated. 1 respect a 
film that tries to create a complex pint because it is. in 
a sense, gambling. If the plot is presented clearly and 
carried nut by a strong supporting cast, then you have 
a strong foundation t" a great film and a possible best 
screenplay Oscar nomination. 

With "The Matrix." references tn the script explain 
what is going on but the characters are confusingly 
jumping between parallel universes. The film also 
takes a lot of time to showcase Owen Patterson's 
fantastic production design along with Jon Gaeta's 

superb visual effects instead of concentrating on pint 
The plot is one hindrance. The second hindrance is 

the performances. Keanu Reeves once again proves 
that besides playing Jack in "Speed," his best 
performance was in "Bill and Ted's Excellent 
Adventure." Everyone else seems robotic except for 
Fishburne as Neo's mentor and Joe Pantaliano as a 
weary member of Morpheus group. 

The film was written and directed by Larry and 
Andy Wachowski, whose last film was the lesbian noir 
thriller "Bound." "The Matrix" is a step down from 
"Bound" but the Wachowski Brothers seem tn have the 
potential of making more great films 

Also of note is the film's soundtrack, which features 
artists such as Hub Zombie, Marilyn Manson, Rage 
Against the Machine, Monster Magnet and Ministry 

Even though its pint is unclear at times, "The 
Matrix'' is worth seeing because of its originality and 
special effects One more warning though, filmgoers 
should be warned that the film is dark, grim and may 
Contain images that are disturbing to some viewers. 

Stars (out of four): "* 1/2 

Keanu Reeves as Neo 
Laurence Fishburne as Morpheus 


