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HTSU Ideas and Issues 
presents 

Jay Friedman 
International 

"Sexpert" 
Monday, April 15 

KUC Theater    7:3©pm 

INSIGHTS and OUTBURSTS on 
LOVE, SEX, AND DATING 

MTSU Concerts and MTSU Films presents 

Babe 
9:00 pm FREE! 

G - for children of all ages! 

1 

\ 

KIDS 10:30 pm FREE! 
A hard-hitting expose of 

kids growing up in 
today's inner cities. unrated 

Tuesday, April 16 
KUC Courtyard On The Knoll!! 

Bring your blankets and lawn chairs - its a huge, 
outdoor, big sound, drive-in movie screen!! 
Sorry, private speaker phones not available. 

MTSU Concerts presents 
It's not Friday yet, but it is: 

Niusic on 
the *no« 

ERIC HAMILT 
BAND 

Wednesday, April 17, 6:00 p.m. 
FREE and OPEN to public. 

After the music, go to Poetry Slam IX in Peck Yard. 

MTSU 
Concerts 
presents 

% 

Friday, April 19 
KUC Courtyard 

3 pm FREE 
N^ A       featuring: 

if     Cusp 
1 Still Stanley 

Thicket Grove 
Action Figure 

Three Fold Chord 
Simeon's Logic 

Aggy Colored Karma 
Secret Commonwealth 

No rain venue. 
FREE and OPEN to public. 

AWESOME. TRULY EPIC 
A MASTERPIECE. 

WHOLLY ORIGINAL. 

E A T 
KUC THEATER 

April 17/18  Wed/Thur only 
6:30 & 9:30 p.m. Only $2.00 

PARTY: group promotes student unity 
continued from page 1 

The group, formed this past 
fall, has a veritable 
smorgasbord of events that it 
hopes to unleash on fun-starved 
students. Festivities planned, 
mostly for this upcoming fall 
semester, include a standup 
comedy showcase, a not-so- 
traditional beauty pageant, a 
midnight beach party at the 
Rec Center pool, step shows, 
fashion shows, poetry slams 
and yes - the always reliable 
pack a place extravaganza. In 
other words, run with your 
imagination. Lewis and the 
Party Crew are more than 
ready to keep up. 

No matter how exotic the 
theme, the emphasis is on 
getting as many people with 
different backgrounds as 
possible together at once. Get 
the hip-hop crowd dancing with 
the Garth Brooks fanatics. See 
football players rubbing 
shoulder(pad)s with drama 
majors. Watch 
environmentalists man the keg 
with College Republicans - you 
get the picture. 

But how, you ask, does one 
manage to bring together such 
a diverse mix of merry men and 
women? Lewis' method of 
molding campus involvement 
may be more eye-opening than 
the idea of the Party Crew 
itself. 

For starters, the Party 
Crew began as more of an 
exclusive gathering than a club 
you sign up for at freshman 
orientation. 

"I look for a keynote person 
within each clique or 
organization," Lewis explains. 

He wants to find people 
that everybody in a particular 
group likes and relates to. This 
is how the process of attracting 
members begins. The thinking 
is that by attracting the social 
"creme de la creme" of each 
faction to become members, it 
will encourage the rest of that 
group to take part in events 
they wouldn't otherwise. 

Lewis remarks, "If you can 
get that [most popular] person 
in a group to say, 'Hey, I'm 
going to do this. I think it will 
be good; I want you guys to 
come too,' then you're going to 
get a positive response." 

One of the "chosen" is Kevin 

V-Jnce you 
get to know 
someone, you 
open up to them 
and see that 
you're not so 
different after 
all." 

Kevin Caldwell 
Senior psychology 

major 

Caldwell. A senior psychology 
major, Caldwell heard about 
the Party Crew through a 
friend, and liked what he found. 

"It's an excellent idea," 
Caldwell says of the effort to 
unite the campus. And he 
believes Lewis is the man to do 
it. "He's a visionary. Dedrick 
can take a situation and make 
it better," he says. 

Lewis eases concerns about 
the Crew's method of "un- 
natural" selection, saying the 
object is not really to exclude 
anyone - theoretically, anyone 
can join - but rather to 
maintain a clear understanding 
of what is expected of members. 

"We're down to earth ... 
open-minded," he says. But, he 
insists, "any preconceived 
notions that people have about 
different people, we don't have 
time for." 

The Party Crew's inception 
goes all the way back to Lewis' 
days as an undergraduate 
student at Xavier University in 
New Orleans. Lewis and a few 
of his friends noticed that 
students rarely interacted with 
people outside their own circle 
of friends. 

"Everybody kind of hung 
out in their own group." he 
says. 

For whatever reason, Lewis 
and his cohorts decided it was 
time to shake things up. 
Shortly thereafter, the process 
of rounding up interested 
parties began and what evolved 
is nothing short of remarkable. 

"We had pajama jams, step 
shows ... you name it, we had 
it,"  Lewis  recalls.     People 

J&M BICYCLES AND 
OUTFITTERS 

super Sale 
^^     Pedal for the 
^E^ Planet! 

20%   OFF  Slorcwidc! 
Sidewalk  Specials   A   Prizes 
Monday  Only   -   Earth   Day 
April  22,   1996,   9am -7pm 

BICYCLES 
1400 N  l«ikso» 
iidUaxu. IN met 
tl5»>4/>* 

BICYCLES 
IIV Ad An   s» 
Madam, IN >'W» 
611 **/ /(«) 

nn-ns.viMr     Indies .tppan-l     vinlnqo clothinq     shops     acccvsorie- 

•«»*   cReATe ^«w#STjlE   O-o* 
2CBN  Map    n #1 

Murtatr ufo 
bring 'n' buy 
The Consignment Shop 

I0lo5(oi 6) Mon-SM 

8934897 

Show Us Your MTSU ID For t O    Off Your Next Purchase 

LOCATED 
IN 

MURFREESBORO 

HOLIDAY INN 

ALWAY5, AN OUTRAGEOUSLY GOOD TIMEI 

MARC FORTNEY 

(BUTTER BOY) 
PLAYS YOUR FAVORITE LIVE ACOUSTIC MUSIC DURING 

HAPPY HOUR 
5 P.M. TO 8 P.M. 

SONG REQUESTS WELCOME 

MON., TUES., THURS., FRI. 

FREE BUFFET & DRINK SPECIALS 

75c DRAFT 

$2.00 MIXED DRINKS 

started getting interested in 
what we were doing, and it just 
started growing." 

Within a year the Party 
Crew, as Lewis' phenomenon 
came to be known, was renting 
out large warehouses and 
attracting students not only 
from Xavier, but from 
university campuses 
throughout the New Orleans 
area. 

"We had to get something 
going," Lewis says. "And it was 
a very serious thing." 

Indeed it was. Groups were 
paired systematically, matching 
similar-minded organizations 
with one another. Eventually 
some efforts of the Party Crew 
even focused on philanthropic 
endeavors, reaching out to the 
local community. Don't be 
misled - there was still more 
emphasis on raising hell than 
raising funds - but it 
nevertheless showed Lewis that 
he had something he could be 
proud of. 

Therefore, it's not 
surprising that after deciding to 
come to MTSU for graduate 
school, Lewis felt he could 
replicate his Xavier 
accomplishments, despite not 
knowing a single person on 
campus. 

While Lewis knew his work 
was cut out for him, he didn't 
realize that his job would be as 
tough as it has been. Although 
integrated in name, one finds 
that when it comes to 
socializing, MTSU is, by and 
large, a campus divided among 
racial lines.   Enter the KUC 

We know 
this is a good 
organization, 
we know it has 
a purpose, and 
we know that 
it's needed 
here.'' 

Dedrick Lewis 
Graduate student 

in Mass 
Communications 

Grill any day of the week and 
the separation is painfully 
obvious. What laws abolished 
more than 30 years ago, human 
nature seems to have let linger. 

Party Crew member Njeri 
Jackson, a freshman mass 
communications major, is 
aware of the school's apparent 
segregation by choice. 

"We've learned to work with 
each other, and we've learned to 
go to class with one another, 
but we still haven't learned how 
to have fun with one another," 
Jackson says. 

The result is a campus 
fragmented into various cliques 
content to do their own thing. 
Compound that with MTSU's 
"suitcase campus" mentality 
and a general feeling of apathy 
among students, and it's no 
wonder the Party Crew's first 
organized effort, a party at 
Main Street last December, 
flopped. 

"It was a disaster," Lewis 
says. "Nobody showed up." 

The fact that it was during 
finals week and that the 
weather was terrible had a lot 
to do with it, but a lot of people 
didn't understand what we 
were trying to do," she says. 

Lewis acknowledges the 
gamble, and he realizes that 
attitudes probably won't change 
overnight. 

"I might not see this change 
before I leave," he says. "But I 
think MTSU's ready to make a 
change. We know this is a good 
organization, we know it has a 
purpose, and we know that it's 
needed here." 

Given a few years, Lewis 
hopes the Party Crew will give 
the campus a brighter future. 
The organization is officially 
certified with the university, 
whose administration Lewis 
says has been supportive. The 
Crew also plans on sticking 
around for a while, perhaps 
best evidenced by the fact that 
they have elected a freshman, 
Suzanna Hall, as their 
president (Lewis acts as an 
advisor). And the search for 
new members continues. 

"We just want to get people 
to meet one another," Caldwell 
insists. "Everybody is out to 
have a good time. Once you get 
to know someone, you open up 
to them and see that you're not 
so different after all." • 

EARN EXTRA 
CASH! 

by donating Plasma. 

Earn $55 
C€NT€ON 
Bio-Services. Inc. 

Your First Week 
Earn up to $240 a month 

by donating lifesaving plasma! 
Visit our friendly, modern center 

and find out more about the opportunity 
to earn cash while helping others. 

1620 Church St., Nashville, TN 37203 
(615) 327-3816 

THRONEBERRY 
PROPERTIES 

7 Locations Open Daily 
OAK PARK 
1211 Hazelwood 
896-4470 
BIRCHWOOD 
1535 Lascassas 
896-4470 
WINDRUSH 
1735 Lascassas 
893-0052 
PINE PARK 
1210 Hazelwood 
896-4470 
PARK IV 
896-0667 

HOLLYPARK 
2426 E. Main 
896-0667 
ROSEWOOD 
1606W. Tenn 
890-3700 

Natural landscaping, large garden-style & 
townhouse apts. 1&2 B.R. W/D hook ups, 
appliances. Pool & tennis.  
Curtains, ceiling fan, outside storage and all 
appliances furnished. 1 and 2 bedrooms 
available.  
Country setting. Low electric bills. Studio, 1-2-3 
bedrooms. Pool & laundry room. 

Dishwasher, stove, refrigerator, and garbage 
disposal. Large kitchen. 1 & 2 B.R. Pool & 
laundry room 
Washer-dryer connections. 1 and 2 bedroom 
apartments. 

1 and 2 bedroom apartments, townhouses. 

1-2-3 bedroom, exercise room, pool and tennis 
court. Ceiling fans, W/D hookups, appliances 
and drapes furnished. Near VA hospital 

-I 


