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Sports 
Eastern Kentucky reverses MTSU14-7 

By MIKE JONES 
Sidelines Sports Editor 

It was the reverse of what a 
lot of people thought it would 
be. 

And though MTSU sputtered 
and strained Saturday, it was a 
64-yard touchdown run off a 
reverse midway in the fourth 
quarter by Eastern Kentucky's 
elusive Tony James that took 
the wind out of the Blue Raider 
sails and led the Colonels to a 
14-7 win Saturday at Horace 
Jones Field. 

WITH THE WIN, Eastern 
Kentucky ran its winning 
streak to 18, the longest in the 
nation, while ending MTSU's 
consecutive win mark at six. 
Eastern is now 5-0 on the year, 
while MTSU goes to 4-1. 

Eastern's reverse came with 
8:35 remaining in the game 
and appeared to take the 
MTSU defense and around 
1,300 fans completely by 
surprise. James eluded several 
would-be tacklers and rocked 
into the end zone to put the 
Colonels back into the driver's 
seat. 

MTSU had scored just 
moments earlier when 
freshman fullback Tony Lee 
Burse twisted into the end zone 
on a quick hand off from 
quarterback Mickey Corwin. 
The score capped MTSU's best 
drive of the day, going 42 yards 
in eight plays after Eastern 
turned the ball over when they 

had too many men on the field 
on a punt reception. 

THE DRIVE WAS charged 
by three consecutive blasts up 
the middle by tailbacks Vince 
Hall and Kevin Baker, who 
scooted through gaping holes 
opened by center Rick Brito. 
Hall initiated the three crowd- 
generating runs with a 16-yard 
romp down the throat of the 
Colonel defense. 

Eastern missed two field 
goal attempts, while MTSU's 
Kelly Potter never got a chance 
to attempt one. 

Blue Raider Head Football 
Coach Boots Donnelly said he 
told his football team they had 
nothing to be ashamed of after 
the loss. 

"I TOLD THEM we got 
beat by the No. 1 team in the 
nation on two big plays," 
Donnelly said. "I thought we 
played very well with the 
exception of two plays. 

"We played as hard as we 
could and lost." 

Corwin's performance was 
not up to par with his first four 
games, as he completed only 
eight of 25 passes for 70 yards. 
He had one pass intercepted by 
the Colonels, who applied 
heavy pressure to MTSU 
receivers Marshan Jolly, Jerry 
Lockhart, Danny Brown and 
Mike Clark. 

"HE [Corwin] did not play 
well," Donnelly said. "Eastern 
Kentucky had something to do 

with that." 
Corwin played with slighty 

bruised ribs and shed a flak 
jacket in the first quarter. 

"He complained that he 
could not throw with it and it 
had been bothering him all 
week," Donnelly said. "I think 
they [Eastern] made a choice to 
apply pressure in the secon- 
dary, but I thought we 
protected him well con- 
sidering." 

THE COLONELS, who got 
on the board during their first 
possession of the game on a 39- 
yard bomb from quarterback 
Pat Smith to an outstretched 
Tron Armstrong in the end 
zone, were characterized by 
Donnelly as a big-play team. 

"They've always been a big 
play team," the coach said. 
"Armstrong made a super 
catch in the end zone, and 
what can you say about James' 
speed?" 

Armstrong andfullback 
Terrence Thompson were both 
injured during the contest. 

THE GAME had been 
viewed as a possible deciding 
factor as to who would win the 
Ohio Valley Conference 
championship, but the 
Colonels remained undefeated, 
while MTSU suffered their first 
conference loss. Murray State is 
the only other undefeated team 
in the conference. 

"I don't see them losing any 
more   this  season,"   Donnelly 

said. "Murray State will give 
them a battle only because it is 
their big rivalry." 

MTSU hosts the Racers 
Saturday for their 
Homecoming contest, and 
Eastern plays at Murray Oct. 
29. The Racers are undefeated 
in conference play. 

THE COLONELS had little 
trouble moving the ball most of 
the game, converting eight of 

15 times on third down. MTSU 
converted on only four of 13 
third downs. 

Hall led all rushers in the 
contest with 106 yards on 18 
carries. Eastern's David 
Hensley led Colonel rushers 
with 90 yards on 18 carries. 

Safety Don Griffin led 
MTSU defensively with 16 
tackles, 11 unassisted. Tackle 
Jeff Spencer had 13 tackles, 
while linebacker Allen Ball had 

12.    Defensive   end   William 
Thomas had 10 stops. 

MTSU linebacker Randy 
Carr suffered a stress fracture 
in his foot and will only be out 
about two weeks. 

Eastern outgained the 
Raiders on the ground 250 to 
181 and outpassed the Raiders 
78 to 70 yards. The Colonels 
gained 328 yards overall to 
MTSU's 251. 
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Raiders jump to No. 14 
By MIKE JONES 
Sidelines Sports Editor 

Despite Saturday's loss to 
Eastern Kentucky, MTSU 
moved up in the NCAA I-AA 
Top 20 from 17th to 14th, 
tied with Eastern Illinois. 

The Blue Raiders lost 14-7 

to the Colonels Saturday, 
keeping Eastern secured as 
the No. 1 team in the nation. 

Eastern Illinois defeated 
OVC representative Akron 
Saturday, handing the Zips 
their third straight loss. 

Eastern    is    4-0    in    the 

conference, while Murray 
State is in second place with a 
2-0 record. MTSU dropped to 
third in the conference with a 
2-1 record. The Blue Raiders 
are 4-1 overall. 

Tennessee State is ranked 
12th in the poll. 

Lady Raiders begin fall practice with long hours j 
By MIKE JONES 
Sidelines Sports Editor 

The 1982 OVC Champion 
MTSU Lady Raider basketball 
team opened practice last week 
with brutal three-a-day 
sessions under Head Coach 
Larry Inman. 

The Lady Raiders open their 
1983 schedule on Nov. 26 at 
Florida State. 

THE THREE-A-DAY 
practices will l>e eliminated for 
a while this week for mid- 
terms, but they could be 
reinstated later, Inman said. 

The morning workout was 

from 6-7:30 a.m., while the 
afternoon workout went from 
about 1:30-3:30 p.m. They 
practiced at night from 6-7:30 
p.m. 

Obviously, things had to be 
tough on the players. 

"IT DID," Inman said 
yesterday."We had to drop 
them this week with mid-terms 
coming up, but we'll lengthen 
them after that. We need to 
practice at least three hours a 
day." 

Inman's 1982 Lady Raiders 
were the first MTSU women's 
basketball team to appear in 

the NCAA tournament. They 
defeated Jackson State in the 
first round before losing to 
eventual championship run- 
ner-up Louisiana Tech. 

Inman lost three key players 
off last year's squad-guards 
Eva Lemeh, Sherry Smith and 
Patricia Allen. But this did not 
influence MTSU's schedule, 
which is probably the toughest 
in the conference. 

"WE WANT TO play a 
nationally competitive 
schedule," Inman said. "You 
don't win a national cham- 
pionship playing flunkies. 

"We believe in getting our 
players up against a nationally 
competitive schedule," he 
continued. "You can't compete 
cause you've never been there. 
You can't get better if you don't 
play better people." 

The Lady Raiders host 
Belmont for their first home 
game Nov. 28. 

Other games on the schedule 
include a Dec. 16-11 trip to Ole 
Miss for the Dial Classic. Ole 
Miss is expected to be 
nationally ranked, as is 
Kentucky, whom the Lady 
Raiders face on Jan. 9. 

No catch here 
Photo by Mike Poley 

MTSU tight end Mike Clark (89) is sandwiched by two Eastern Kentucky defenders Saturday on a 
pass from quarterback Mickey Corwin (10) in the Raider 14-7 loss to Eastern Kentucky. The 
outstanding Colonel secondary put a virtual clamp on MTSU passing most of the afternoon. 

Women having trouble getting on scoreboard 

Holly's back Photo by Keith Tippitt 

Lady Raider center Holly Hoover, shown here in action last 
season, opened practice last week along with the rest of the 
MTSU women's team. Coach Larry Inman and the squad open 
on Nov. 26 at Florida State. 

By MIKE JONES 
Sidelines Sports Editor 

Things have not been easy 
for the MTSU women's cross 
country team this fall. 

The Lady Raiders have 
failed to place a team score in 
the finals of any meet in which 
they have participated so far, 
including Saturday's Com- 
modore Invitational in 
Nashville. 

WESTERN KENTUCKY 
won the event, while Van- 
derbilt finished second. 

"We're getting stronger and 
better, but the most important 
thing is our confidence is 
looking up," Head Coach 
James Key said. "Hopefully, by 
the OVC [championship] we'll 
have enough for a team score." 

MTSU has only five cross- 
country runners and none are 
on scholarship. 

"We've had illness, conflicts 
of interest and all the girls are 
walk-ons," Key explained. 
"Cross country really interferes 
with some of their schedules." 

JUNIOR VICKY RING was 
the MTSU high finisher in the 
Commodore, with a time of 
20:32 for 22nd place. Fresh- 
man Betsy Korn finished 25th 
with a time of 20:38. Junior 
Julie Liggon was 31st with a 
time of 21:00. 

Liggon and Ring had not run 
cross country since high school, 
while Korn just got into the 
sport this fall. 

"We're working hard and 
improving," Key continued. 
"It would look a lot better if we 

could score, but this is sort of a 
rebuilding year for us. 
Hopefully we can get five 
bodies together at one time." 

The Lady Raiders run 
Saturday on the SEC course at 
Percy Warner Park in the 
David Lipscomb Invitational, 
which includes both college 
and high school athletes. 

"It's a little different course 
from what we've run the past 
two weeks," Key said. "Plus it 
will give me a chance to look at 
some high school talent." 


