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MTSU features track superstars 
Ail-American Artis 
performs his finale 

By STEVE PRICE 
Sports Writer 

An era will come to an end at MTSU on Friday night—an era that 
has stretched over the past four years. 

Greg Artis will be performing in his last home track meet as a Blue 
Raider. 

"I'm not really looking at this meet as my last meet," Artis said. 
"I'm looking for the OVC as my last showing and then move on to 
the NCAA, but there will be some thought in my mind to perform 
well this weekend." 

Artis has never been one to stand in the spotlight like a Reggie 
Jackson. He is more like the Graig Nettles type. He goes out and does 
his job every day and does it better than most, but he doesn't get all 
the glory and recognition that is probably due him. 

HIS COACH, Dean Hayes, puts Artis up among his top three 
jumpers of all-time, along with former Raiders Barry McClure and 
Tommy Haynes. 

McClure was the NCAA champion in the triple jump in 1972 and 
1973, and Haynes was the 1974 triple jump champ. 

Artis is keeping some mighty good company, or perhaps it should 
be said that McClure and Haynes are the ones in good company. 

"Those guys really have a feel for events," coach Hayes said, "and 
they know what they're doing." 

Haynes was Artis' idol, so that helped in getting him to MTSU, 
but there was another factor involved. 

"When I was in the ninth or tenth grade I wrote coach Hayes," 
Artis continued. "He wrote me back, and I was really surprised, so I 
actually recruited him. I wanted to come here." 

ARTIS PLANS to go to graduate school for his masters degree, 
and he then hopes to be able to work with those people who are less 
fortunate than him such as the handicapped and elderly. 

"A lot of people have talent," Artis insists, "but they just don't put 
it to use." 

Another reason for graduate school is so he will be able to stay in 
track and possibly make the 1984 Olympics. 

"I want to hang around until 1984 and see how I come out," Artis 
admitted. "I definitely would like to make it." 

Middle Tennessee has provided Artis with some fine opportunities 
that he is proud of. He's been to China, Japan, Canada, Russia and 
Germany. 

THE ONLY REGRET Artis has is that MTSU is not a big name 
school. 

"You have to perform very good to get any recognition," he said. 
"He enjoys competition and has a good time," coach Hayes said. 

"Track's pretty tough. Sometimes you don't get out of it what you 
put into it so you have to have a good time sometimes." 

According to Artis, the past four years have gone by fast, but 
they've been fun. 

"When I came here we had a whole bunch of crazy guys, and we 
still have a bunch of crazy guys so things haven't changed much," 
Artis said as he smiled, as if remembering the good times. "It's a 
relaxed setting, and we do a lot of things together." 

The Friday meet will be a dual event with conference foe Murray 
State beginning at 5:30 p.m. 

ACCORDING to Hayes, the Racers will be out to get Middle 
Tennessee. MTSU has faced Murray three times this season and has 
beaten them all three times, but it won't be so easy Hayes said 
because "how many times can you beat these guys? 

This might not be Artis' last meet ever, but it might be your last 
chance to see one of MTSU's finest ever—Greg Artis—a gentleman 
both on the track and off. 
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All-American Greg Artis will perform for the last home track meet 
as a Blue Raider on Friday night in a duel meet against OVC foe 
Murray State. 
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Donna Sims, now deemed "Wonder Woman" by her cohorts will 
lead the lady tracksters in the non-scored Commodore Relays to be 
held in Nashville. 

Boxers bruised, but still intact 
By DON HARRIS 

Sports Editor 
The gorgeous young girl has 

just walked around the ring 
holding her "ROUND 1" sign 
up, and the bell has just sounded 
(consisting of striking a tire 
wrench aganist a hollow metal 
structure). 

It may not have been as ex- 
citing as the "Thrilla in 
Manilla", but Wednesday 
night's fights at the Alumni Gym 
stirred a number of cheers, jeers 
and boos during the 26 bouts. 

One of the most exciting 
matches of the night came when 
165 lb. Curt Newby of the Pikes 
took on 165 lb. Jeff Carlton of 
SAE. 

As soon as the bell sounded 
(remember what that sounded 
like) both men came out of their 
respective    corners     throwing 

punches in a wild fury, and 
before the first round had en- 
ded, Carlton was receiving a 
standing eight-count. 

The second round started in 
almost the same fashion with 
both fighters exchanging hooks, 
jabs, crosses and a few slaps. 

Newton stunned Carlton 
again and Carlton was given 
another standing eight-count. 
Before the fight could go much 
farther, referee Tommy Climer 
stopped the bout, awarding 
Newby the TKO. 

Two knockouts were recorded 
during the fights, the most 
stunning of which came in the 
190 lb. division between Newton 
Henderson, representing Sigma 
Chi, and David Vandiver of KA. 

Henderson came out smoking 
in the opening round and 
needed no more than 45 seconds 

to put Vandiver on the canvas. 
Henderson landed a right hook 
and it was "lights out" for 
Vandiver for about two 
minutes. 

The only other knockout came 
earlier, in the 170 lb. class, 
when Roger Elizer ( Phi Mu 
Epsilon) flattened Rich Halmes 
(ATO) in the second round. 

One of the premier fighters of 
the night was expected to be 
Chuck McDowell, who initiated 
the plans for Pi Kappa Alpha's 
Third Annual Fight Night. Matt 
Strozak (ATO), however, had 
different plans. 

In the second round, Strozak 
connected with McDowell's nose 
to set blood flowing. McDowell 
lasted the entire bout and the 
decision was split, but Strozak 
came away with the trophy. 

The opening three bouts of the 
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Eddie Pearson (left) connects with a right hook to the face of David Pate in Pi Kappa Alpha'a Third An- 
nual Fight Night held Wednesday night in the Alumni Gym. 

night were exhibition, sponsored 
by the Murfreesboro Amateur 
Boxing Association. 

The first two matches pitted 
two Climer brothers of Mur- 
freesboro, Tac and Scottie, 
against Ray Taylor of Smyrna 
and Mike Scott of Murfreesboro, 
respectively. Tac won his bout, 
but his brother didn't fare as 
well as Scott came away with 
the trophy. 

The third match was a 165 lb. 
exhibition bout with Harvey 
Lee, from Tennessee parts 
unknown, taking a unanimous 
decision from Scott Bateman of 
Murfreesboro. 

In the remainder of the fights: 
125 lbs. 

Pee Wee Hatfield took a trophy 
by default. 
140 lbs. 
Terry Campbell (AGR) won a 
unanimous decision over Greg 
Solomen (KA); Jay Manar (KA) 
took a unanimous decision from 
RickFrye(SigEp). 
145 lbs. 
David Pate (Pike) defeated 
Eddie Pearson (KA) by a 
unanimous decision; Jimmy 
Jennings (AGR) won a 
unanimous decision over Ricky 
Lowry (KA); and James 
Cressnoe (Kappa Sig) was 
awarded a second round 
retirement decision over Daniel 
Brown (KA). 
155 lbs. 
Merridith Brown (Sig Ep) took a 
split decision from Chris Sparks 
(SAE); Steve Treco (in- 
dependent) and Ray Dunford 
(KA) both took unanimous 
decisions over their oppenents, 

(continued on page 8) 

'Wonder Woman9 Sims 
dreams of Olympics 

By STEVE PRICE 
Sports Writer 

Look! Out there on the trackl 
Is it a bird or a plane or the Columbia space shuttle? 
No, it's "Wonder Woman"—Donna Sims! 
Who? 
Donna Sims—MTSU's latest track phenom. 
Okay, so maybe she's not so famous yet, but four years from now 

don't be surprised if she has rewritten the Lady Raider's track record 
book. 

Sims, a freshman, hails from Brainerd High School in Chat- 
tanooga where her 440 relay team was state champion. 

"I like running, period," she said. 
SIMS MUST like to run, witnessed by the number of events she 

competes in. She anchors the 880-medley relay, mile relay, 400- 
meter relay, runs the 200-meter dash, and competes in the long 
jump. 

"I can't believe it myself how easily she comes back from every 
race with all the intensity," her coach Mike Rasper astonishingly 
admitted. "She's a real courageous person and the type of runner 
who'll do everything you tell her to do—a real fighter." 

Sims credits her newfound endurance to Rasper. 
"If he doesn't think your doing what your supposed to be doing he 

will run with you and tell you to keep going," she said. "You 
reallydon't have enough time to recuperatebetween races, but he 
keeps motivating me to do it so I do it. '■_ 

HER HARD WORK and determination has already begun to pay: 
dividends as she has accomplished most of the goals she set fot 
herself in her first year of college. '- 

She has ran the 200-meters in under 25 seconds, and now she'* 
gunning to get below the 24 second mark, she has improved her long 
jump from 17-9 in high school to over 18 feet at MTSU, and most 
importantly, she built up her endurance. J 

"I get tired, but I like the competition, and I like to see if I can do 
better," Sims added. 

Her ultimate goal is the dream of most track participants—to 
someday make the Olympic team. 

"She has the potential to qualify for the nationals in the 200- 
meters this year," Rasper said. "She has all the potential she wants to- 
use, and I think there will be great things to come the next three 
years." 

SIMS WILL lead the lady tracksters in this weekends non-scored 
Commodore Relays in Nashville against such area teams as Fisk, 
Tennessee State, East Tennessee and of course Vanderbilt. 

"She has some relatives and friends coming up so she really wants 
to do a job, and she will too," Rasper added. "There's no doubt." 

Sims doesn't mind being tagged "Wonder Woman" explaining 
"we come out here every day and practice as hard as everyone." 

"I like being called 'Wonder Woman' because it makes me feel big 
and that I'm out here doing what I'm supposed to be doing." 

Keep on doing your thing "Wonder Woman." 

Raiders, Racers split; 
vie for first place 

By CAROL A. STUART 
Sports Writer 

Austin Peay and Middle 
Tennessee's baseball teams will 
be looking for sole leadership of 
the OVC Southern Division 
when the two squads meet here 
at 5:30 p.m. tomorrow for a 
twilight doubleheader. 

Middle Tennessee split a 
twinbill at Murray State 
yesterday, losing the first game 
6-3 and winning the second 6-4, 
to take a 5-3 league record and 
share the top position with the 
Governors. Austin Peay split 
with Tennessee Tech yesterday 
16-3 and 6-7. 

The Blue Raiders dropped the 
opening game with Murray after 
the Racers rallied early on a 
four-run second inning. 
Shortstop Carrell Boyd clouted a 
three-run homer in that inning 
to give Murray a 5-1 lead. 

SECOND baseman Mike 
Tobitt had a hot bat for the 
Raiders in vain. Tobitt was 
responsible for all three Raider 
scores, hitting a solo home run in 
the second and adding a two-run 
blast in the sixth. 

Racer pitcher Brad Taylor 
upped his perfect record to 6-0 
with the win, while MTSU's 
Larry Bruno was tagged with 
the loss. Bruno's win-loss mark is 
now 4-2. 

Middle surged back in the 
second game with a 6-4 decision 
over the home team and its third 
win of the season against 
Murray. The Raiders swept a 
doubleheader with the Racers 
last Saturday here in Mur- 
freesboro. 

MTSU's Mark Novack chalked 
up the win in relief, while 
Murray's Kevin Bourland was 
credited with the loss. 

Novack's pitching was backed 
up by Blue Raiders Jeff Perkins 
and Joe Petrea. Perkins, a left- 
fielder, poled a two-run homer 
in the fifth for MTSU. First- 
baseman Joe Petrea drove in two 
runs,   while   batting   three  for 

four in the second game. 
OUTFIELDER Clay Boone 

hit a solo homer for Murray 
State, his 16th home run of the 
year. 

Middle Tennessee's overall 
record stands at 25-11 this year 
after the split with Murray and a 
9-8 victory over Tennessee State 
in Nashville Tuesday. 

Buster Keeton drove in the 
winning run for MTSU on his 
third hit of the game. The 
Raiders were down 8-5 going 
into the eighth inning but came 
back to win 9-8. 

1—Buster Keeton 
The Raiders take a home 

stand against Peay this weekend 
and host the highly touted 
Kentucky Wildcats here on 
Monday at 7p.m. 

Saturday's twilight 
doubleheader with the Govs is 
being promoted as WMTS youth 
baseball night. All organized 
baseball players will get in free 
with a uniform shirt and will be 
eligible for free food coupons. 

Monday night's game with 
Kentucky is billed as WGNS- 
University Bookstore Night. 
Anyone wearing blue clothing 
will get a free McDonald's food 
coupon. The first 100 people in 
the park will receive free 
Nashville Sounds tickets to a 
future game. During half- 
innings, the bookstore will be 
giving away a total of 34 MTSU 
jerseys and 12 baseball caps. 


