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'Grizzly9 coach meets match on a wrestling mat 
by Tom Wood 

Paul Bryant has never met 
Gordon Conn ell; it is unlikely he 
ever will. 

Other than the fact that both are 
coaches (Bryant, head football 
coach at Alabama and Connell, 
wrestling coach here at MTSU), the 
two men have very little in 
common. 

One characteristic both coaches 
share, though is how they derived 
their respective nicknames. 

Bryant's nickname nears legen- 
dary proportions, of course. There 
are conflicting reports as to just 
how Bryant got the nickname, but 
one of the most popular versions is 
that when the coach and a few 

Gordon Connell 
companions were hunting one day, 
they were attacked by a bear, and 
Bryant had to kill it. 

Others say he merely stared the 
bear down like Davy Crockett used 
to do while still others say Bryant 
turned the bear into a rug that 
adorns Bryant's den today. 

What the true story is, we may 
never learn. Let it suffice to say that 
whenever someone says he name 
Paul Bryant, the nickname "Bear" 
is usually stuck in the middle. 

Connell, a relative newcomer to 
the coaching profession, came 
about his newfound nickname of 
"Grizzly Gordon" is a somewhat 
different but just as unique 
manner. 

It all started a little more than a 
week ago, when the Great Lakes of 
the South Outdoor Show began a 
one-week stint in Nashville. Among 
the entourage was one Victor, the 
Wrestling Bear. 

Victor was a 500-pound grizzly 
trained to wrestle. Connell won- 
dered what it would be like to get 
into the ring with the beast for a 
few minutes, and it didn't take long 
for him to put an end to the 
wondering. He put on his wrestling 
tights, jumped in his car and 
headed north. 

"It was just something I had 

always wanted to do," Connell 
admitted, after trying to keep it a 
secret for the better part of the 
week. "I know it was a crazy 
departure from the norm, but 
looking back, I'm glad I did it. 
"It was a lot of fun, and I had my 
curiosity satisfied as to what it 
would be like to wrestle a bear," 
Connell added. 

It didn't take long for his 
curiosity to be satisfied. The 
match, following three others, 
lasted approximately 30 seconds. 

"I got behind him once and 
pushed him down once," Connell 
recalled, "and then it was all over. 
He nearly knocked me out of the 
ring." 

"The three clowns ahead of me 
didn't know anything about 
wrestling, and they went out faster 

than I did," Connell added. 
But Victor could not hurt anyone 

too seriously—the bear was 
wearing a muzzle and had been 
de-clawed. 

"Those bears are so bottom-hea- 
vy, so large, that if you push on 
them they'll just fall over. And with 
their rounded backs, they jump 
right back up," the wrestling coach 
explained. 

Connell has taken a lot of ribbing 
over the incident. "Last Thursday, 
it got so bad I had to stay away from 
the office. (Track coach Dean) 
Hayes and (basketball coach Stan) 
Simpson were really ribbing me," 
he laughed. 

Word spread, however, and 
when the wrestling team heard of 
the battle, a few decided to follow 

suit. Jeff Adcock, Dan Tourtellotte 
and Kyle Smith went to Nashville 
Thursday night. The outcome of 
their battles was about the same as 
Connell's, which might be expec- 
ted. 

Connell and his team are in 
Chattanooga to battle the UTC 
Moccasins tonight. They would 
probably rather be facing the bear. 

"Our chances to upset them are 
slim," Connell said yesterday. 
"We have a few injuries we can't 
afford to wrestle as the Midwest 
NCAA Regionais are coming up." 

MTSU will be without the 
services of David Scott, Mike 
Kuziola and Cliff Abemathy. Jeff 
Adcock is also questionable. 

The Raiders wind up their season 
this weekend at Auburn. 

TUESDAY, & WEDNESDAY: 

JERRY TATE with 

"NATCHEZ BLUES  and SHOESHINE EMPORIUM' 
from Atlanta. 

THURSDAY, FRIDAY, & SATURDAY of NEXT WEEK: 

'OVERLAND EXPRESS'- 
from Chattanooga 


