
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































        vi ! PUBLIC SCHOOLS. — 

special taxes for special purposes under special acts of Assembly are not 

to be included.” : 
Many of the larger towns, under special acts of the Legislature, have — 

excellent graded schools, each employing from six to fourteen teachers. 

“In 1886 there were seventeen of these schools in the State. They are 
supported principally by voluntary taxation. 

According to the school census for 1886 the total number of children 

in the State of school age (between the ages of six and twenty-one 
years) was 547,308; of these there were 338,059 white and 209,249 col- 

ored children. The total enrollment at the public schools was 305,598; 

at private schools, about 30,000. When it is taken into consideration 
that many of the younger children of school age do not attend school 

and many stop their education before the age of twenty-one, it will ap- 

pear that a large proportion of the children are in school. 

PEABODY FUND. 

North Carolina has received large benefactions from the Peabody — 
Fund, which have been appropriated to public, normal, and graded 

schools, and to the holders of the Peabody scholarships in the Nash- 

ville Normal College. This State has now fourteen scholarships at 

that institution, each yielding $200 per annum. Appointments are 

made for two years by the State superintendent of public instruction. 

Only those are appointed who expect to make teaching a profession, 
and who guarantee to teach at least two years in North Carolina.* ~ 

. The appropriations from the Peabody Fund to this State, from 1868 

to 1887, inclusive, have been .as follows: 1868, $2,700; 1869, $6,350; 
1870, $7,650; 1871, $8,750; 1872, $8,250; 1873, $9,750; 1874, $14,300; 

1875, $16,900; 1876, $8,050; 1877, $4,900; 1878, $4,500; 1879, $6,700; . 

1880, $3,050; 1881, $4,125; 1882, $6,485; 1883, $8,350; 1884, $6,075; 
1885, $5,430; 1886, $5,500; 1887, $5,500—making a total of $143,315. 
This noble charity has been of great advantage to the State. 

PRESENT PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM. 

The Constitution provides for a “ State board of education,” consist- 
ing of the following State officials, viz: Governor, secretary of state, 
treasurer, auditor, attorney-general, and superintendent of public in-~ 
struction. This board has full power to legislate in relation to free pub- 

lic schools and the State educational fund. Any action which it may 
take, however, is subject to change or amendment by the General As- ~ 
sembly. The superintendent of public instruction is the head of the 
system of public schools, and has general supervision in their manage- 
ment.! 

! State superintendents.—The first superinteudent of common schools was the Rey. 
Calvin H. Wiley, D. D., 1852-65. While occupying this position he prepared’a “ North 
Carolina Reader,” giving the history of each county in the State, with an account of © 
the soil, climate, etc. It also contained selections from the writings and public ad-
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_ Each aay has a county board of. education and a county Sandell s 

acndent of education. The county board consists of three men, elected _ 

biennially by the commissioners and justices of the peace of the county. 

_ This board has the general management of the public schools in the 

~ county and lays off the school districts, the convenience of each neigh- 

a 

borhood being consulted in the division. In each of these districts 

there is a school committee, consisting of three persons, whose duty 

it is to provide school-houses, employ teachers and give orders for the 

_ payment of the sums due for their services, and take at a stated period 
a census of the children within the school age. The compensation of 
teachers of the first grade is left to the committee; teachers of the sec- 

’ ond grade receive $25, and those of the third grade $15 per month. The 

schools for the two races are separate. | The school districts for the two 
races may be the same in territorial limits or not, according to the con- 

venience of the parties concerned. Major Finger says that ‘these dis- 

tricts are irregular in size, but not many of them contain an area of 

more than 4 miles square, and many are much smaller, so that, except 

n the very sparsely populated sections of the State, there is annually a 

_ School in easy reach of every child.” 

_ The county superintendent is elected by the county board of educa- 

tion, the county commissioners, and the justices of the peace, for a 

term of two:years. The nee: superintendent has the general over- 

sight of the schools in his county, and examines all applicants for posi- 

tions as teachers. The census reports and school statistics are reported 

to him by the district committees, and he makes an annual report to 

the ‘State superintendent of public instruction. His salary is decided 

by the county board, but is not to be less than $2 nor more than $3 per 

day for the time in which ‘he is necessarily engaged in the discharge of 

his duties, provided his salary shall not exceed 4 per cent. of the school 

- fand apportioned in the county. 

The studies required by law to be taught in the public schools are 

‘Spelling, defining, reading, writing, arithmetic, English grammar, geog- 

_ raphy, elementary physiology and hygiene, and the history of North 

Carolina and of the United States. 

NORMAL INSTRUCTION. 

In 1885, in accordance with the Constitution of the State, the General 

Assembly established a “normal department” in the University of 

North Carolina, which is open to young men preparing to teach, free of 

-. tuition,on condition that they signa pledge to teach at least one year 

after leaving the institution. 
  

dresses of eminent North Carolinians. It is an excellent work, and before the 

War was used in the public schools. On the reconstruction of the system in 1870, 

under the law of April 12, 1869, the Rev. S. S. Ashley was made Stute superintendent, 

1870-72. His successors have been Alexander McIver, 1873-75; Stephen D. Pool, 

1875-77 ;, John C. Scarborough, 1877-85; Sidney M. Finger, 1835-.



  

Phere are now in the State eight normal: schools for the whites and 
ave for the negroes. 

In 1876 the Legislature established the University N' brett School for 

the whites and the Fayetteville State Normal for the negroes, making 
an’ annual appropriation for each of $2,000. In 1881 four additional 

normal schools for each race were established, each school receiving an 
annual appropriation of $500. In 1885 the University Normal was dis- _ 

continued, and the annual appropriation of $2,000 which this school 
had formerly received was divided equally between four white normal 
schools which were established at that time. In 1887 an additional ap- 

propriation of $1,000 was made to each of the four colored normals which _ 
were established in 1881, making the total appropriation to each $1,500. _ 

The annual appropriations for the white normals amount to $4,000, and 
the annual appropriations for the colored normals amount to $8,000. — 

The normals for the whites are in the nature of teachers’ institutes, 
and are held annually at convenient points in the State for a period of 

one month. As these are held in the summer, during the vacation of 
the other schools, the best teachers in the State are secured to teach in ~ 
them, as well as noted teachers from other States. $ 

The colored normals are established at fixed points and are regularly 
in session eight or nine months during the year. They annually supply 
a large number of teachers for the colored schools. es 

The statutes of the State provide for county teachers’ institutes for . 
both races; many of the counties hold them one or two weeks during 
each summer. The State superintendent of public instruction says 
that these normal schools and county institutes have had a fine effect 
in elevating the standard of common-school teachers.’ 

FEDERAL AID. 

The State has a well-appointed system of public instruction, but is 
hampered on every hand by want of funds. The financial condition of 
the people does not warrant an increase of taxation sufficient to meet 
the educational needs of the State. When it is remembered that the 
white population bears the burden of taxation not only for their own 
children but also for those of the negro race, it can be seen how onerous . 
is this charge. 

Superintendent Finger makes an earnest appeal for national aid to 
education. He says: 

“The State has done well in the revival of her public schools, and she 
will continue to struggle on, carrying her burden, earnestly looking for- 
ward to the time when the Congress of the United States will open the 
doors of the Treasury and extend aid. North Carolina and other South. 
ern States gave to the United States vast domains which were used to 
pay a common debt, a debt of the original thirteen States, and in the 

~ course of events it turns out that the United States frees the slaves of 
  

1Tn addition to the public schools, the State makes excellent provision for the edu- 
cation of the deaf, dumb, and blind of both races, 
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the South, and makes them citizens and voters while in a condition of 
extreme ignorance. Twenty-two years have elapsed since the close of © 

_the War; almost another generation has been raised up since the South 

laid down her arms; it is too late to look back now and engage in crim- 

ination and recrimation; it is surely time for the United States to lend 
a helping hand to the South in carrying her burden. 

. * * * * * * * 

“Surely the Government that could find warrant in the Constitution 

to free the negroes and make them citizens can also find authority to dis- 

' tribute from its overflowing Treasury fands to educate them for the 

' proper discharge of the duties of freemen and citizens.” 
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CHAPTER X. 

  

THE NORTH CAROLINA TEACHERS’ ASSEMBLY. 

HISTORY AND INFLUENCE OF THE ORGANIZATION. 

In studying the present dynamics of education in North Carolina the 

writer has observed no one force more powerful for good than the North 

Carolina Teachers’ Assembly, which, in the opinion of the.State super- 

intendent of public instruction, is doing more to further the educational 

advancement of the State than all other agencies combined. 

This organization was originated by that earnest and progressive 

friend of education, Eugene G. Harrell, editor of The North Carolina 

Teacher. He conceived the idea in August, 1883, and it at once be- 

came popular throughout the State. Owing to his wise and energetic 

management the movement hag been a success from the first, and 
through its agency, the teachers of the State have been brought into 

closer relations than ever before. It bids fair to revolutionize the 
school system of the State, or rather to systematize the schools, for it is 

a misnomer to speak of a school system as existing in North Carolina. 

The first session of the Assembly was held in June, 1884, at the Hay- 
wood White Sulphur Springs, one of the favorite resorts in “the land 

of the sky,” that part of our country so beautifully pictured by Miss 

Fisher (Christian Reid). The next two annual sessions were held at 
Black Mountain, some 7 miles from the famous Mount Mitchell, the 
highest peak east of the Rockies. 

The last session convened at Morehead City, on the Atlantic coast, 
one of the most popular of Southern watering places. The presidents, 

elected annually, have been as follows: 1884, Prof. J. J. Fray, of the 
Raleigh Male Academy, whose death the State mourned before the close 
of that year; 1885, Dr. R. H. Lewis, of Kinston College; and 1886 and 
1887, Professor E. A. Alderman, of the Goldsborough Graded and High 

School. Mr. Harrell has been unanimously continued as secretary since 
the organization. The growing interest is manifested by the attend- 

ance, which, for the four sessions of its history, has been as follows: 
365, 620, 720, and. 1,765. The present membership numbers about 3,000, 
and includes teachers from every known educational institution in the 
State. All teachers, and all friends of education who are recammended 

by the county superintendents of public schools, are eligible for mem- 

bership. The annual dues are $2 for males and $1 for females. 
7 
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The exercises of the Assembly consist in the discussion of educational 
' topics at the day sessions by the members, and lectures in the evening 

by distinguished educators of this and other States who are especially 

engaged for this purpose. Sometimes, in place of the lecture, a musical 

and literary entertainment is substituted, After the lecture or enter- 

tainment there is usually a dance for the benefit of those who enjoy 

that pastime. At both the mountain and seaside sessions many little 

excursions for pleasure and recreation are made. The close of the ses- 

sion is generally marked by a grand excursion. At the close of the last 

session the teachers made a trip to Baltimore and Washington, where 

they were tendered a special reception by President Cleveland. A trip 

to New York, Niagara Falls, and other points of interest has already 

been planned for the coming year. These trips are always mapped out 

with wise forethought and are made both pleasant and profitable. 

The Assembly has been permanently established at Morehead City, 

cand an ‘‘ Assembly building” is now being erected, at a cost of $2,750, 

the funds for this purpose having been given by a few friends of the 
“organization; Mr. Julian 8. Carr, of Durham, who has endeared himself 

to the people of his State by many noble benefactions to education, 

alone giving $1,750 of the amount. The building when completed 

will be a handsome, two-storied struegure. The following description 

of it is taken from the North Carolina Teacher for October, 1887: 
“The hall is on the second floor, 40 by 80 feet, 15 feet pitch, well lighted 

and ventilated. On the same floor is the secretary’s office, and the 
reading-room and library, each 15 by 18 feet. The first floor has a 
passage 10 feet wide, the entire length of the building, and on either 

side are four rooms, each 15 by 18 feet. These rooms include special 
ones for teachers’ bureau, visiting editors, parlor, office, and commit- 
tees; the others are to be used for an educational exposition, exhibit- 
ing all classes of school furniture and conveniences for educational 

work, 

“The Assembly hall will be seated with folding settees, and well fur- 
nished with globes, maps, charts, slate blackboards, and everything 

- needed in our assembly work, and it will not be long before the teach- 

_ ers of North Carolina will have not only the most pleasant place in the 

South for an annual gathering, but will also have one of the best assem- 

bly rooms to be found in America.” 

The officers of the Assembly are making arrangements for a park, 

embracing 50 acres of land, on Bogue Sound, about 5 miles from 

Morehead City, and will ran a small steamer regularly between those 

places for the pleasure of the members. 

The teachers of North Carolina now have a delightful summer home 

for rest, recuperation, and enjoyment, of which they may well be proud. 

Through the influence of the Assembly, “reading circles,” with a 

prescribed course of reading, and local “ teachers’ councils,” are being 
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established throughout the State. The organization has been well 
termed “The North Carolina Chautauqua.” 

NORTH CAROLINA TEACHERS’ ASSEMBLY 

IN CONCLUSION. 

Never in North Carolina was the educational outlook brighter than 

at presgnt. Since the revival of the University in 1875 there has been 
manifest progress in every department of education. The public schools 

have been made more efficient; the graded school system has been in- 

troduced in the principal towns; the endowments of several of the de- 
nominational colleges have been largely increased, their curricula made 

more thorough, and their standard of graduation raised; normal schools 

and teachers’ institutes are conducted at convenient points, the State 
and counties making provision for their maintenance; and at the last 
session of the Legislature (1886-87) provision was made for the imme- 
diate establishment of a college of agriculture and the mechanie arts, 
to. which the State, besides granting the interest from the land-scrip 

fund, amounting to $7,500 per annum, guarantees a liberal income 

from certain specified taxes. All the young men of the State who can 

successfully pass the entrance examination will receive free tuition. 

This college has been established at Raleigh, and it is expected that 
the work of instruction will Begin in the fall of 1889. The interest 
now so manifest in all that pertains to the intellectual advancement 
of the Old North State promises grand results for the future. 

   

 



    

APPENDIX. 

List oF THE PRINCIPAL WORKS CONSULTED IN THE PREPARATION OF THIS MON- 
OGRAPH, = 

[Norz.—Those sources from which the writer has derived the greatest help—personal 
interviews with those who are or have been prominent in the educational work in 

the State, correspondence, pamphlets, newspaper articles, school catalogues, etc.—it 
would be impossible to enumerate here. He would, however, make special acknowl- 

‘edgment to Rev. J. Rumple, D. D., for information concerning the early Presbyterian 

schools; to President Kemp P. Battle, LL. D., forassistance in collecting materials 

for the sketch of the University; to Rev. Charles Phillips, D. D., for many important 

facts relating to education previous to the late War; to Hon. §S. M. Finger, for statis- 

tics of the public schools; and to Hon. William L. Saunders, for advance sheets of the 
first four volumes (1662-1754) of the Colonial Records, and other favors. ] 

Colonial Records of North Carolina. Edited by Hon. William L. Saunders, Raleigh. 

History of Carolina. By John Lawson, Gent., surveyor-general of North Carolina. 

London, 1714; Raleigh, 1860. 

The Natural History of North Carolina. With an account of the trade, manners, and 

customs of the Christian and Indian inhabitants. By John Brickell. Dublin, 1737. 

History of North Carolina. Two vols. By Hugh Williamson. Philadelphia, 1812. 
History of North Carolina, Two vols.‘ By F.X.Martin. New Orléans, 1829. 

History of North Carolina. Two vols. By J. H. Wheeler. Philadelphia, 1851. 

History of North Carolina (1584-1729). Two vols, By F.L.Hawks. Fayetteville, 

N. C., 1857. 

History of North Carolina. Two vols. By J.W.Moore. Raleigh, 1880. 

Sketches of North Carolina. By W. H. Foote. New York, 1846. 

History of the Moravians in North Carolina. By L.S.Reichel. Salem, N. C., 1857. 

History of the German Settlements in North Carolina. By G.D. Bernheim. Philadel- 
phia, 1872. 

Eastern North Carolina. By L.C. Vass. Richmond, Va., 1886. 

The Old North State mn 1776. By E.W.Caruthers. Philadelphia, 1854, 

History of Rowan County. By J.Rumple. Salisbury, N.C., 1881. 

Sketches of Western North Carolina. By C.L. Hunter. Raleigh, 1877. 

Reminiscences and Memoirs of North Carolina and Eminent North Carolinians. (Part 

Ill.) By J.H. Wheeler. Columbus, Ohio, 1884. 

North Carolina in the Colonial Period. By Daniel R. Goodloe, (Introduction to 
Wheeler’s Reminiscences, Part III.) 

Life of Rev. David Caldwell. By E,W.Caruthers, Greensborough, N. C., 1842. 

Life of Macon. By Edward R. Cotton. Baltimore, 1840. 5 
Centennial of Methodism in North Carolina. By L.S.Burkhead. Raleigh, 1876. 

Princeton College during the Eighteenth Century. (Biographical sketches of grad- 

uates.) By §.D. Alexander, New York, 1872. 

History of the College of New Jersey. Twovols. By John Maclean. Philadelphia, 

1877. 
De Bow’s Industrial Resources of the South and West. New Orleans, 1852. 

‘Public Acts and Laws of North Carolina. Beginning with Davis’s Revisal. New- 

bern, 1752. 

Trustees’ Journal of the University of North Carolina, (Manuscript.) 

The standard histories of the English Colonies in America and of the United States, 
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