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As a child of the '80s, Pee-Wee 
Herman was the icon of my Saturday- 
morning escapades. His playhouse was 
the envy of all child fantasies. With his 
talking chairs and innovative puppet 
friends, it seemed that Pee-Wee was the 
ultimate child hidden in adult's cloth- 
ing, as well as the perfect television 
host. 

Paul Reubenfeld (he later legally 
changed his name to Paul Reubens) 
grew up in Sarasota, Fla., where his 
parents owned a lamp store. Eleven- 
year-old Paul joined the local Asolo 
Theater. For the next six years, he 
appeared in a variety of plays. He grad- 
uated from Sarasota High School in 

1970 and consequently attended 
Boston University for one year. 

Reubens then decided to seek gold 
in Hollywood where he enrolled as an 
acting major at the California Institute 
of the Arts. 

In the mid-70s Reubens joined the 
improvisational comedy ensemble The 
Groundlings. The popular gang 
included Conan O'Brien, Lisa Kudrow, 
the late Phil Hartman, Ion Lovitz and 
)ulia Sweeney. Reubens' characters in 
this comedic society were a charitable 
husband named Moses Feldman, an 
Indian chief named Jay Longtoe, and 
the now fallen Pee-Wee Herman. 

The original Pee Wee Herman Show, 
produced by Reubens in 1981, was an 
adult-oriented version of what would 
become the popular children's series. 

ver- 
sion    of 
the    show 
features     Pee- 
Wee's   playhouse   and 
many of the characters of the later 
series, but with adult jokes and sexual 
overtones including "mirror shoes" and 
others. 

Pee Wee's wardrobe consisted of a 
gray suit, a white short-sleeved shirt 
complete with a red clip-on bow tie 
and white loafers. He had short jet- 
black hair with a defiant clump in 
front. His lily-white complexion with 
pink cheeks and red lipstick topped off 

the ensemble. 
Reubens drew inspira- 

tion for Pee-Wee's geeky 
behavior from a boy he had 

attended summer camp with. 
The boyish voice was derived 

from a character Reubens played as 
a child actor. 

Reubens frequented Late Night with 
David Letterman and was a favorite at 
Caroline's in New York. In 1984, he 
sold out a show at Carnegie Hall. He 
then started writing a feature-length 
screenplay for Pee-Wee, that would be 
directed by friend Tim Burton. 

Pee-Wee's Big Adventure was 
released in 1985 to quite opposing cri- 
tiques. The film followed Pee-Wee as 
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Dinner was slightly above average. The movie 
was mediocre. You and your date are aching to 
make this night special. There's less than $20 in 
your wallet. For some added excitement, as well as a 
sugar or caffeine buz/, whisk away to one of these 
sugary joints. Some are harder to locate than others, 
but all are sure to please. 

1) Elliston Place Soda Shop 
2111 Elliston Place, Nashville.TN 37203 
Located near.The Exit/In 

Walking into Ellistion Place Soda Shop is like tak- 
ing a backwards stroll into the early 1950s in 
Nashville. Complete with non-working jukeboxes at 
each table, the decor is authentic from half a centu- 
ry ago, they just never remodeled. The milkshakes 
and malts here are extraordinary, as they should be, 
with a recipe that hasn't changed in over 50 years. 
How could you go wrong? 

2) Red Rose Coffee House and Bistro 
528 West College St., Murfreesboro. 
Located near:The Murfreesboro city square 

For anyone who is anyone at MTSU, this is the 
place to be seen. From the Christmas light furnish- 
ings to the magazine racks and computers, Red Rose 
accomadates the working college student. Generally, 
a saunter into Red Rose guarantees a show by one of 
the many local bands. There's lots of room to sit and 
enjoy the music; and don't forget to grab a cup of 
their specialty coffee. 

3) Steak 'n Shake 
Location:There 

are over 20 
locations in the 
Nashville area. 

In Murfreesboro, 
goto 2091 Old 
Fort Pkwy. 
Located Near: 
Across the street 
from Wal-Mart 

One place that always pleases the after dinner 
taste buds is Steak and Shake. With its 24 hour serv- 
ice, this '50s-esque diner is sure to agree with any 
dessert craving. From their hot fruit cobblers with 
ice cream to their fabulous hand stirred milkshakes. 
Steak and Shake is never out of a college student's 
price range. My suggestion: the orange freeze. It 
tastes like the dreamsickles we had as kids. 

4) Krispy Kreme 
2103 Elliston Place, Nashville, 408 
Thompson Ln., Nashville or 1901 Gallatin 
Pk. N., Goodlettsville. 

An outing in and of itself, Krispy Kreme is a true 
southern tradition. Stop in whenever the "Hot 
Donuts Now" sign is on and watch the hot balls of 
lard flow off the conveyor belt and into their sugary 
bath. Choices abound at Krispy Kreme, but 
undoubtedly the best choice is a hot, original glazed 
donut. Be sure to take an extra box for the ride 
home. 
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WEDNESDAY. APRIL! 1TH 

MOTION CITY SOUNDTRACK: 8 
p.m.Jndienet Record Shop 

$5. 

THE OC SUPERTONES: w/ 
Switchfoot, Reliant K. & Bob 

Smiley. 7 p.m.,328 
Performance Hall, $12. 

WESLEY WILLIS: w/Jack, 10 
p.m..The Boro Bar 8c Grill. 

JUNK BUDDHA: 9 p.m.,The End 
$5. 

SOUL HAT: w/ Mattie Groves, 
Exit/In. 

THURSDAY. APRIL 12TH 

SECRET COMMONWEALTH: 9 
p.m..The End $5. 

GEORGE DUCAS: 8:30 p.m., 
The Sutler $5. 

FRIDAY. APRIL 13TH 

REDSTONE: 10 p.m..The Boro 
Bar 8c Grill. 

JACK INGRAM: w/ Pat Haney, 
9:30 p.m.. Exit/In, $10. 

DEL GIOVANNI CLIQUE 8c BOO 
DOGS: The Outer Limit. 

JEEP/LANDING/MY EPIPHANY: 
9 p.m..The End $5. 

REVOLUTION NASHVILLE FEST: 
feat. Kill Devil Hills. Rookie of 

the Year, Christiensen, Modern 
Zero, Not Waving but 

Drowning,The Lyndsay Diaries. 
Silent Friction, 8c The Sincerity 
Guild.6 p.m., Indienet Record 

Shop $6. 

GUSTER: w/ John Mayer, 8 
p.m., 328 Performance Hall, 

$18 door. 

FAIR VERONA w/ Mr. Jimmy, 
The Juan Prophet 

Organization, Central 
Stonerollers and Normalcy, 
Sebastian's 8c Diana's Brew 

Pub. $5. 

SATURDAY. APRIL 14TH 

STOMP CLUB 2001: feat. 
Medicine Mann, Peel, Abraid, 
Malfunction Crew. 8c Lowboy. 7 

p.m..328 Performance Hall 
$10. 

MATCHBOX TWENTY: w/ 
Everclear 8c Lifehouse. 7 p.m., 
Gaylord Entertainment Center 

$24.75-$32.50. 

REVOLUTION NASHVILLE FEST: 
feat. Hopesfall. 12 Tribes, 

Serotonin, Arma. None but 
Burning, One Step Closer, Sky 

Came Falling, Love is Red, 
Strangers as Heroes, 8c Fall 
With Me, 2 p.m.Jndienet 

Record Shop $8. 

GRAN TORINO: 9:30 p.m.. 
Exit/ln.$10. 

GOOD PEOPLE: w/ Brian 
Kotzur Band,9 p.m..The End 

$5. 

MONDAY. APRIL 16TH 

UNCLE SAM CD RELEASE 
SHOW: 9 p.m.. Exit/In. 

STEVE THOMAS: 8 p.m., 
Bunganut Pig, Murfreesboro. 

TUESDAY. APRIL 17TH 

CHAMBER STRINGS: w/ The 
Waxwings, 10 p.m..The Boro 

Bar 8c Grill. 


