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Award -winning Christian 
musician to sing for Center 
Elizabeth Weatherspoon 
Staff Writer  

A Dove Award-winning pro- 

ducer, singer and songwriter will 

conduct a Praise and Worship 
Benefit Concert at Tucker Theater to 

raise money for the Crisis Preg- 
nancy Support Center. 

Contemporary Christian musi- 

cian John G. Elliot has co-written 

songs with Amy Grant, Michael W. 
Smith, Gloria Gathier and Paul 
Overstreet. He has produced 
records for, among others, country 

musician Ricky Skaggs. 
The benefit, which takes place 

Friday at 7:30 p.m., will include 
some popular songs such as "Let 
All the Thirsty Come," "Unto the 

King," "This is the Day" and 
"Worthy is the Lamb." 

The benefit will begin the 

Sanctity of Human Life Week, 

celebrated by churches from the 
Sunday before the anniversary of 
the Roe vs. Wade decision to the 
following Sunday. ■ 

All donations will go to The 

Crisis Pregnancy Support Center, a 
non-profit organization that coun- 

sels young girls and pregnant 

women. 

"We hope to raise money," said 
Director Cliff Sharp, "but more 

importantly we hope to raise aware- 
ness." 

The Support Center offers free 

pregnancy tests, maternity clothes, 

infant clothes and other items to 
over 240 women a month at no 
charge. 

Items are donated during the 
year as well at various fund-raisers 
the center holds each year to sustain 

the work of the organization. 

The organization also provides 
Christian counseling on the facts of 

pregnancy, abortion, adoption, 

lifestyle and post-abortion trauma. 

"Our organization is pro-life," 

Sharp explained, "but we are more 
interested in helping women than 
being a baby-saving organization." 

Boston poet brings attention 
to Nashville poetry slam 
James Hanback 
Contributing Writer 

The Pub of Love and Michael 
Brown may be opening doors for 
struggling poets in Middle 

Tennessee. 

Brown, a Boston-based professor 
and noted performance poet, 

performed some of his work at The 
Pub of Love in Nashville Wednesday 
night. The show marked the premiere 

of what the event's promoters hope 
will become a monthlv affair. J 

David Madgalene, a promoter for 
the event, says that while Brown and 
six other performers were the only 

ones scheduled to appear this time, 
there will be later opportunities for 

other poets to perform. 
"We're planning an open-mike 

for Jan. 20," he says. "Performance 
poetry is a way of communicating 

yourself. We want poets to have the 

chance to do that." 

While his first poem was 
published in 1968, Brown has only 

been doing performance poetry since 
1989. And although he is a teacher 

most of the year, he tours the nation 

to do his performing during breaks. 

Madgalene says that a con 
bination teacher and performam 

poet may be a bit unusual. 
"In its history," he says, "theJ 

has been a conflict between pc 

formance poetry and academic 
There are people in academics th 

believe you have to read poetry c 
the page to get its meaning. 

"The emphasis in performant] 

poetry," he continues, "is on emotk 

and stories and personal expericne 
Performing adds to the effect." 

In     spite    of     the    con Hit 
Madgalene says he enjoyed MTSU 
most recent Poetry Slam and w, 

impressed    by    the   size   of   th| 
audience. 

"I thought they did a great job 

the last one," he says. "I didn't get 
chance to read because there were ; 
many there, but maybe I will ne 
time." 

However the words come acros 

Magdalene claims there is one reasi 
for the increase in popularity ( 

performance poetry, written vers 
and poetry slams. 

"It's important for people 
express themselves," he says. ■ 
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UTay your voice 
be heard... 

'Whether your voice lies tolthln a pen, a paintbrush, a camera, or a lump oj clay, 
let It be heard through a submission to Collage . JHTSTi's arts and literature 
magazine.   Collage Is now accepting submissions for the Spring 1994 Issue. 

Submission guidelines are currently available at the Collage office In 
«3toom 306 of the James Olnlon 'Building (898-5927). 

Categories include: 

SHORT     STORIES 

ARTICLES 

ESSAYS 
POETRY 

SHORT     PLAYS 

PAINTINGS 
SCULPTURE 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

COLLAGE 
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